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CHIEF   ORGANISATIONS    OF   THE 
LIBERAL   PARTY. 


LIBERAL    CENTRAL   ASSOCIATION. 

41  and  42.  PARLIAMENT  STREET,  WESTMINSTER. 
Cbairaian  of  Committee      ...          Rt.  Hon.  Herbert  J.  Gladstone,  U.P. 
Hon.  Secretary      Robert  A.  Hudson. 


NATIONAL   LIBERAL    FEDERATION. 

42,  PARLIAMENT  STREET,  WESTMINSTER. 

Prandent  R.  Bpbnce  Watson,  LL.D. 

Chaimuui  of  Committee  Edward  Bvans,  Jour. 

AniMARt  Secretaiy  


NATIONAL    UBERAL    FEDERATION:    MOME   COUNTIES 
DIVISION. 

42,  PARLIAMENT  STREET,  WESTMINSTER. 

VntaAtnA         Sir  William  Harcourt,  M.P, 

Chainiuui  of  Execalive Earl  Carrinqton,  G.C.M.G. 

TrtMBwc         Hos.  Arhine  Wodbhousk,  CR 

HmiSeeretat;       Herbert  Sahubu 

Secretary  W.  Allard. 


LIBERAL   PUBLICATION    DEPARTMENT. 

e,  PARLIAMENT  STREET,  WESTMINSTER. 

(Undw  the  joint  oontnl  ot  tb»  UbenJ  Centnl  AHoolUioo  1U\  the 
NlUoiul  LItml  TederMloo.) 

n Augustine  Bikrell,  Q.C.,  M.P. 

Tetary Cuarlbs  Geakk 


SCOTTISH    LIBERAL   ASSOCIATION. 

Pnmdent         The  Earl  of  RoaEBERV,  K.G. 

Churmui  of  Executive  „     Sir  Tuos.  D.  Gibson  Cabhighabl,  Bart.,  H.P. 
TrMrarer  R,  C.  Munro-Perguson,  M.P. 

Eaitero  Section : 
71,  PRINCES  STREET,  EDINBURGH. 

Han.  Sec _        W.  Lano  Todd,  J.P. 

Secretary  _        A.  D.  Wood, 

Weitem  Section ; 
a  DUNDAS  STREET,  OLASOOW. 

Hon.  Bee. Thomas  Wilson,  J.P. 

Seatetwy         Wiluam  ARHSTRONa. 


HAOAZIKK. 


LONDON    UBERAL   AND    RADICAL    UNION. 
Stiffclk  Hbutt,  LAURENCE  POUNTNEY  HILL,  LONDON,  E.G. 

PTsaident        LORD  TwKBDMOUTH. 

Chainnsn  R.  K,  Causton,  M.P. 

Treasurer      SiK  Samuel  Montagu,  Bart.,  M.P, 

Hon.  Secretary JAMES  Stuart,  M.P. 

Secretary      J.  Rbnwick  Seageb. 


NATIONAL  REFORM    UNION. 
60,  HA  WORTH'S  BUILDINGS.  CROSS  STREET,  MANCHESTER. 

President      ..  Hon.  Philip  Stanhope,  M.P. 

Hon.  Sectetaiy  J.  H.  Madbh,  M.P. 

TreBsnrer      ..  Grorob  Rbodes. 

.  Richard  Barlow. 

..  Arthur  G.  Syuonds. 


WOMEN'S   LIBERAL    FEDERATION. 
23,  QUEEN  ANNE'S  GATE,  WESTMINSTER,  S  W. 

President      The  Countrss  of  Caruslr. 

Hon.  Secretaries  ...         MRS.  Broadley  Reid  and  Lady  Tebvrlyaw.      j 

Secretary       MISS  BUNNEY.      ) 

WOMEN'S    NATIONAL    LIBERAL   ASSOCIATION. 

138,  PALACE  CHAMBERS,    WESTMINSTER.  S.W. 

Chairman  of  Executive LADY  Haytbr. 

Vice-chairmen Mrs.  Brycb,  Miss  Monck,  and  Mrs.  Toufkinson. 

Secretary      Miss  G.  Leake  Griffin. 


SCOTTISH   WOMEN'S    LIBERAL    FEDERATION. 

3,  DUNDAS  STREET,  GLASGOW. 

President      The  Lady  Hrlrh  Minnto  FsRansoN. 


EIGHTY   CLUB. 
3,  HARE  COURT,  TEMPLE,  LONDON,  B.C. 

President      The  Earl  of  Bosrbrry,  K.G. 

Treasurer  Thobias  Sadlbb. 

Secretary       R.  C.  Hawkin. 


NATIONAL   LIBERAL   CLUB. 

WHITEHALL  PLACE,  LONDON,  S.W. 

Churman  General  Committee Earl  Carbinoton,  G.C.M.G. 

Churman  Manning  Committee  ...  Kt.  Hon.  Hrhbbrt  J.  Gladstone,  M.P. 

Chairman  of  Poutical  Committee      Lord  Colrbidqb. 

Secretary  Donald  Murray. 
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SOCIETIES    AND    ASSOCIATIONS. 


{OArr  than  the  foregoing,  tke  fMowing  are  tdeeUd  as  likdy  to  bt  of  x 
and  interest  to  Liberalt.) 


Abokigihbs  Protkction  SociKTV,  Broadiray  Chambers,  Westminster,  S.W. 
Allotments  and  Small  Holdings  Association,  35,  Mooi  Street,  Birmingham. 
Anti-Slavkrv  SociBTV,  55,  New  Broad  Street,  London,  E.C. 
Bi-MiTALLic  Leagub,  10.  11.  and  12,  Wslbrook,  London,  E.G. 
CkntkalChaubrrof  Agriculture,  Broad  Sanctuary  Chambers,  Tothiil  St.,  S.W. 
CHARiTr  Organisation  Socibty,  15,  Buckingham  Street,  Adelphi,  London,  W.C 
Church  Committee  for  Church  Defence  and  Church  Instruction,  Church 

House.  Dean's  Yard,  Westminster,  S.W. 
Central  Church  Committbs,  Church  House,  S.W, 
COBOBN  Club  (Harold  Cox,  Sec),  6,  Raymond  Buildings,  Gray's  Inn,  W.C. 
CoMUBRCB,  Associated  Chambrks  OF,  1,  Great  College  Street,  Westminster,  S.W. 
Commons  Prbsbrvation  SociBrv,  1,  Great  College  Street,  Westminster,  S.W. 
CoNSBRVATiVB     CENTRAL    OFincK,    St.    Stephen's    Chambers,     Bridge    Street, 

Westminster,  S  W. 
Early  Closing  Association,  21,  New  Bridge  Street,  London,  E.C. 
Education,  National  Society,  Broad  Sanctuary,  Westminster,  S-W. 
Education  Association  (National),  Surrey  House,  Victoria  Embankment,  W.C. 
I'ABiAN  Society,  276,  Strand,  W.C. 

I. NTS R NATIONAL  ARBITRATION  AND  PKACK  ASSOCIATION,  222,  Strand,  W.C. 

Intbrnational  Arbitration  League,  11,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  London,  W.C. 

Land  Nationalisation  Society,  432,  Strand,  London,  W.C. 

Land  Law  Reform  Association,  16,  Cockspur  Street,  Charing  Cross,  S.W. 

Liberal  Unionist  Association,  6,  Great  George  Street,  Westminster,  S.W. 

Liberation  Shcietv,  2,  Serjeants'  Inn,  Fleet  Street,  London,  E.C. 

Liberty  and  Property  Dbfencb  Lbagub,  7,  Victoria  Street,  Westminster,  S.W. 

London  Reform  Union,  Trafalgar  Buildings,  Charing  Cross,  W.C. 

.Marriage  Law  Reform  Association,  2,  Dean's  Yard,  Westminster,  S.W. 

National  Union  of  Consbrvativb  Associations,  St.  Stephen's  Chambers, 
Bridge  Street,  S.W. 

Navy  League,  13,  Victoria  Street,  Westminster,  S.W. 

Opium  Trade.  Society  fob  the  Suffressiok  of  thb,  Finsbary  House,  Blomfield 
Street,  E.C. 

Peace  Socibtv,  47,  New  Bridge  Street,  London,  E.C. 

Primrose  League,  64,  Victoria  Street,  Westminster,  S.W. 

I'rotistant  League,  430,  Strand,  London,  W.C. 

Rural  Labourers'  League,  95,  Colmore  Row,  Birmingham. 

Social  Democratic  Federation,  3,  BoH  Court,  Fleet  Street,  E.C. 

SUNDAY  League,  The  National,  34,  Red  Lion  Square,  W.C. 

Sunday  Society,  7,  Pall  Mall,  London,  S.W. 

Sunday:  Working  Men's  LoKD't,  Day  Rest  Association,  13,  Bedford  Row,  W.C. 

Teachers,  National  Union  of,  71,  Russell  Square,  W.C. 

Temperance  Society,  The  Chobck  of  England,  4,  The  Sanctuary,  West- 
minster, S.W. 

Trades  Union  Congress  Parliamektarv  Coumitteb,  19,  Buckingham  Street, 
Stnmd,  W.C. 

United  Kingdom  Alliance,  Broad  Sanctuary  ChamWrs,  Tothill  Street,  S.W. 

Women's  Liberal  Unionist  Association,  9,  Bridge  Street,  Westminster,  S.W. 

Women's  Suffrage,  National  Society  for,  20,  Great  College  Street,  West- 
mimier.  S.W. 

Women's  Local  Goverk.ment  Society,  17and  18, Tothill Str«et,  Westminster,  S.W. 
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THE    BY-ELECTIONS. 

Since  the  General  Election  of  1896,  up  to  January  let,  1900,  there 
have  been  in  all  (excluding  Ireland)  77  vacancies.  Of  these  59  were 
crait«Bted.  The  result  in  seats,  ao  far  as  these  58  contests  are  con- 
cerned (for  we  exclude  the  Jlrst  bjr-election  at  Southport),  may  be  ahown 
ia  the  foUowin);  way  : — 


By-elections  up  to 
January  1st,  1900 


(  L  33 
1  C  25 

(  C  35 
\  L  23 

{  L  34 
1  C  24 


L  majority  8 
C  majority  1 
L  majority  1 
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The  Liberal  part;  hae  gained  14  seats  : — 

1.  Sonthampton.  6.  Durham  (S.E.)      11.  Southport. 

2.  FVome.  7.  Cricklade.  12.  South  Edinburgh. 

3.  Wick.  8.  Stepney.  13.  Oldham. 

4.  Walthamstow.  9.  Norfolk  (S.)  14.  Oldham. 

5.  Middleton.  10.  Reading. 

The  Tory  party  haa  gained  3  seats  :— 
1.  York.  2.  Durham.  3.  Grimsby, 

At  York  (a  double  member  constituency)  the  Tory  majority,  which  was 
138  in  1892,  and  255  In  1895,  fell  to  11  at  the  by-election  in  1898. 

The  result  in  votes  is  also  encouraging — as  will  be  seen  from 
the  following  tables.  We  have  excluded  (1)  Aberdeen,  (since  there 
the  contest  was  between  a  Liberal  and  an  I.L.P.  candidate).  (2) 
Chertgey,  (3)  Peiergfidd,  (4)  Brightside,  (5)  MaideUyne,  (6)  Wokittgham, 
(7)  Wett  Stafford,  (8)  Eaut  llert/ordahire,  (9)  Solher/iam,  f-10)  Hythe, 
and  (11)  ffarrvw,  (since  these  eleven  constituencies  were  not  fought 
at  both  the  General  Elections  of  1892  and  1895),  and  (12)  Sowlh 
WolverhampUm  (which  until  1898  had  never  been  polled),  and  (13) 
Otgoiderot*  (since  there  the  contest  was  between  two  Liberals).  The 
votes  polled  by  third  candidates  are  not  reckoned,  whilst  at  South- 
hampton, Halifax,  Plymouth,  and  York,  four  double-membered 
constituencies,  the  party  vote  is  got  by  taking  the  average  vote  of  the 
two  candidates  standing  in  the  some  interest.  The  summarised  vote 
results  (still  confining  ourselves  to  seats  where  a  comparison  can  be 
made  between  the  by-election  and  the  last  Qenerat  Election)  are  as 

1892  1895  By-Elections 

Liberal  Vote 186,330       ...       179,557       ...       201,696 

Conservative  Vote    ...     171,733      ...      190,017      ...      187,148 

L  maj.     14,606  C  maj.      10,460  L  maj.     14,548 
It  is  hardly  necessary  to  point  out  thul   the  position  of   the  Liberal 
party  ie  not  as  good  yet  as  it  was  in  1685,  but  taking  the  46  seats 
contested  (1)  in  1885,  (2)  in  1892,  and  (3)  in  by-elections  since  1895, 
we  have : — 

1685  1892  By-Elections 

Liberal  Vote 202,898      ...      204,081      ...      223,474 

Conservative  Vote     ...     171,608      ...       199,851       ...       214,826 

Maj.    ...    L  31,290  L  4.230  L  8,648 

The  figures  for  (1)  East  Edinburgh,  (2)  South  Edi7\burgh,  (since  there 
the  contests  in  1885  were  between  two  Liberals  in  each  case),  and  (3) 
OtgotdcroM  (where  the  contest  at  the  by-election  in  1699  wns  between 
two  Liberal  candidates)  are  not  included  in  this  table. 
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REGISTRATION. 


The  Period  of  Qnaliflcation  for  Occapiers  and  Lodgen  is  One 
Tear,  '■«■,  Twelve  HoBtlu  immediately  preceding  the  15th  Jtilr  in 
any  year;  and  for  Freehidders,  (who have  votes  in  Conntiea  only,  eioept 
in  the  Parliamentary  Boroughs  of  Bristol,  Exeter,  Norwich,  and  Nottingham) 
full  possession  of  the  iiualifying  property  for  Six  Months  i^evions  to  the 
15th  July. 

[.-THE    PARLIAMENTARY  FRANCHISE. 

{The  Parliamtiitary  FraatKUe  in  no  etut  extoida  to  momen). 

{a)  Counties. 

In  order  to  vote  at  Farliamsntary  Elections  a  person  muat  possesB  one  or 
other  of  the  following  qualiticatioaH  : — 

1.— As  a  Honfieholder,  he  must  have  lived  in  the  soma  Pailiamentar; 
Division  for  Twelve  Months  preceding  the  15th  July.  He  may  have 
removed  once  or  oftener,  but  so  long  aa  eaeh  honse  occupied  is  wtt£in  the 
Division,  he  u  entitled  to  the  franchise  in  succession.  Any  pereon  who 
HSparately  occupies  fart  of  a  house,  the  l&ndlord  not  rasiding  on  the  premises, 
is  entitled  to  be  registered. 
Freeholder,  li 

I  of  forty  shilli  ^     ,       _   _.. 

ic^uired  by  Descent,  Marriage,  or  Succession. 

3.— As  a  Leaseholder,  he  must  have  held  fur  twelve  monUis  previous  to 

the  IStli  July  a  lea^  of  property  worth  £50  per  aunum,  and  orij^nallv  created 

for  a  term  of  not  less  tlian  2u  years  ;  or  a  lease  of  property  worth  £6  and 

upwards  per  annum,  and  originally  created  for  a  t«nn  of  not  leas  than  00  yean. 

t  have  occupied  for  twelve  months  some 

5.— As  a  Lodjrar,  he  must  have  occupied  rooms  in  the  same  house  for 
twelve  months.  Tlie  annual  value  of  the  rooms,  nnfumished,  is  fixed  by  law 
at  £10.  A  son  living  at  home  with  his  parents  may  claim,  when  by  a^^ree- 
ment  with  his  father  tie  is  the  sole  occupant  of  a  room  in  the  house,  and  might, 
if  he  chose,  lock  it  up  and  prevent  any  other  member  of  the  family  from  enter- 
ing. Every  man  over  21,  who  has  a  ri^ht  to  the  exclusive  use  of  a  room  or 
rooms,  of  tne  require<l  annual  value,  in  his  parents'  (or  any  other)  house,  should 
therefore  claim  to  \k  put  on  the  RegiBt«r  as  a  Lodger.  In  all  cases  Lodger* 
must  claim  every  year. 

6.— The  Service  Franchise,  Bank  Managers,  SchoolmasterB,  Railway 
Men,  Caretakers,  Servants,  and  others  who  occupy  n  '  ■   r     - 


(£)  Parliamentary  BoKouoiia. 


1.— As  a  Householder,  he  must  have  lived  in  the  same  Parliamentary 
Borough  for  Twelve  Months  precedimc  the  15th  July.  He  may  have 
removed  once  or  oftener,   but  so  long  as  each  house  occupied  is  within  the 
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PariuuneDtaiy  Borough,  he  is  entitled  to  tbe  franchise  in  snccession.    Any 
person  who  separately  occupies  ^rt  of  a  house,  the  landlord  not  rasiding  on  the 

premiaea,  is  entitled  to  be  regisWred. 


s  a  £10  OccBpiar,  he  tuast  have  occupied  for  twelve  months 
«D^eiit  of  £10  clear  yearly  value,  and  have  resided  within  i 
J  during  six  months  previous  to  July  15th. 


3. — Aa  a  Lodger,  he  must  have  occupied  looms  in  the  same  house  for 
twelve  months.  The  annual  value  of  the  rooms,  unfurnished,  is  fixed  by  law 
at  £10.  A  son  living  at  home  with  his  parents  may  claim,  when  by  agreemeot 
with  bis  father  he  in  the  sole  occupant  of  a  room  in  the  house,  and  mi^t,  if  he 
cboee,  lock  it  up  and  prevent  any  other  member  of  the  family  from  entering. 
Every  man  over  21,  who  has  a  right  to  the  exclusive  use  of  e,  room  or  rooms,  of 
the  required  annual  value,  in  his  parents'  (or  any  other)  house,  shonld  there. 
fore  claim  to  be  put  on  the  Register  as  a  Lodger.  In  all  cases  Lodgers  mnst 
claim  every  year. 

4.^The  Service  franchise.  Bank  Managers,  Schoolmasters,  Railway 
Mm,  CaretakerH,  Sen'ants,  and  others  who  occup;^  rooms  or  houses  rent  free 
on  their  employers'  propertv,  are  entitled  bo  thu  franchise,  provided  their 
employers  do  not  reside  on  the  premises. 


II.-THE    LOCAL   GOVERNMENT    FRANCHISES. 


1-  Wlio  may  Vote  for  Tows  and  Oonaty  OooncUlors- 
Tlie  Ownership.  Sert  ice  and  Lodger  qualificaUons  do  tlot  confer  a  vote  for 
the  election  of  Town  iind  County  Councillors.  Tlie  household,  and  the  £10, 
qoatiGcations  do  i  and  "  occupation  of  n  house,  warehouse,  oouutinf[-honse, 
shop,  or  other  huildinjf."  without  regard  to  value,  with  the  usual  limit  as  to 
residence  within  7  inileM  of  the  Borough  or  administrative  County  also  confers 
the  Town  and  County  Cooncil  vote.    And  for  Town  and  County  Council 

VOmen  (spinsters  and  widows),  if  they  in  all  other  reepecte  poesess 

-~-~  qnalincations,  may  be  registered. 

2.  Who  may  Vote  for  District  or  Pariah  OoimeillorB. 

Any  persons  qoalitied  us  Parliamentary  (including  Owners,  Service  'Vot«rM, 

and  Lodgers}  or   County   Council   electors   luay  vote  for  District  or  Parish 

Councillors,  in  addition  to  married  women  occupiers  who,  if  single  or  widows, 

would  be  entitled  to  vote  at  an  election  of  County  Councillors. 

n.   Who  may  Vote  for  Ouardians  (in  Oonnty  Boronghs, 
Borongtu,  and  Urban  Districts). 


*■  Who  may  Vote  for  Members  of  School  Boards. 
In  Municipal  Boroughn— 

All  who  are  on  the  Burgess  Roll. 

Elsewhere  tlia:i  in  Mimicipal  Boroughs — 
Ratepayerf. 


THB   LIBKBAL   HAGAZINB. 


PARLIAMENTARY    REGISTRATION    DIARY. 
WItb  HIats  for  the  Quldance  of  Liberal  Registration  Comniittees. 


Owneruhip  portion  of  Regixt«r  publUlieil  by  O' 


Local  secretarieH  to  examine  Rate-Books,  arrange  Committee 
Meetings,  and  take  the  oeceasary  *tiepn  to  get  ownership  claima 
Quute  by  all  new  Liberal  ownerx. 


Last  (lay  for  sending  ii 


Alt«rJuljlMh 
and  before 
July  ZSth. 


wnersliip  claims. 

r,  if  still  qnalitieil,  ninst  (tend 


AuKuat  20th, 
(ICpoaiilhla 

Aupitt  15th.) 


Local  committees  to  meet  and  carefally  examine  all  the  new 
liHtfl,  and  to  make  inqniries,  wibli  a  view  to  making  ;^ 

(a)  Objections  to  ownarsliip  electorx. 

(b)  Objections  to  ownership  claimantH. 
(cj  Objections  to  old  lodger  claimants. 

(d)  Objections  to  iiersona  on  New  OccupationH  I.intn  either 

lor  Household,  lilO,  or  Service  nualificationK. 

(e)  Oceupation  claims. 
(/)  New  Lodger  claims. 


Lost  day  for  Occupation  and  > 
Overeeers. 

l^a^tt  day  for  notices  of  objectioi 
and  on  peraons  objected  to. 


r  Lodger  Claims  to  reacti 


Ovetseets  pablish  lists  of 

Ownership  vot«rs      1 

OwDCTsliip  clMmants     ni.-^.~i  . 

Occupiers'^  /  Objected  t. 

Old  Lodgers  J 

and  deliver  cupies  thereof  on  payment. 

Last  day  for  declarations,  either  by  owners  as  to  their  address, 
or  occupiers  or  old  lodgers  as  lu  any  of  the  particulars  of  their 
qualihcation,  to  be  sent  in  to  (.'lerk  of  the  County  Council  in 
Counties  or  the  Town  Council  in  HorongliH. 


AiuputZSth 
SepIemlicrEUi. 


I..ocal  Committees  »u){lil 

{a)  to  examine  unil  eiii|Uire  into  all  objections  and 
claims  maile  by  their  opponenti^ ;  (6)  to  mark  all 
the  new  claim  anrl  objection  lists  with  full  in- 
foniiation  as  to  politics,  and  correct-ness  or  other- 
wise of  particular- ;  (r)  to  mark  np_  on  existing! 
ownerdiip  list  and  on  New  Occupation  Lists  any 
incorrect  spelling,  printers'  errors, etc. ;  and  ((^)send 
all  these  listH  to  the  Divisional  Secretary,  or  to 
whoever  will  represent  the  Liberal  Party  in  the 
Revision  Courts. 

Revision  Courts  held. 

All  Liberal  workers  to  enter  in  Memorandum  books  all 
clianges  in  occu|>atJon  anil  ownership :  and  iieriodically  report 
such  information  to  Cuniiinttee  meetin)^. 


nctiGOOj^L 
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OUR  COLONIES  AND  HOW  WE  OBTAINED  THEM. 


M*lu.  fcc... 


Aden.  PeriiD  ksd  Socotia,  &c. 

Ceylon    

Hong  KoTK  (incl.  Kku-lung,  Ac)   . 
India  {incl.  Bnrmafa) 

Nurth  Boroeo 

5U'»w.k 

Stniu  Sattlementa 

W«-lwi-Wei 


ASIA. 

1,490 

S2.0!M 

1.660,160 

287.223,431 

6,853 

31,000 

300,000 

— 

350,000 

Bamtoland    

Bccbiumaland  (incl.  Froteatontta)., 
Britub  CoDtrtl  Afric* 

CftH  Colonf 

Ewt  Africa   

G<ddC<«st 

Manritin*,  tc 

N»Ul  (incl.  Zululand) 


St  HelenB 

Sinra  Leone 

Somali  CouCPratectonle    

zTmlVittf  pTotecU>Tate  (incL  Pemba) 


10,290 

260i000 

846,647 

92.000 

2,700 

60,000 

r»,0B9 

860,000 

NewfoondlaDd  and  Labrador  ... 
falktand  I,  and  8.  Georgia 


300,000 

1)8,000 
760,000 
47 
34,000 
88,000 
90,000 


212,200 

7,600 

109,000 

7,662 
4,200 


Let-ward  lalanda i 

Trinidid  »iin  Tobago \ 

WindwatdlalaDdstexcl.of  Barbadoe, . 

and  Trinidad  and  Tobago)   

AUSTRALASIA. 


221,.'M3|Oonvfnt'nwithT'keylB78 
2fi,060  Conqnest,  1701 
177.745  Treaty  oemion.  1814 


(AdeD)C'qiieit,  1S39-18a« 
Treaty  o-biuou,  1801 
TmCy  ceasicin.  1841, 1898 
OonqueHt,  begun  1767 
Treaty  casH ion,  1846   I 

CfiBioo  to  Co..  isn  J 

Cession,  1842-1889  I 

Treaty  c'aiou.  1785-1824  f 
Lease  from  China  1898 

Annexation,  ISIB 
Treaty  o*-Bion,  1868 
Ceuion,  1886 
CewiuD,  IH!^ 
Treaty  oewion,  I81S 
Ceaaion  to  C<  mpy.,  1686 
Treaty  oewion.  1783 
Conqunt,  1663 
C'q'st  k  c's'on,  1810, 1814 
Annexation,  1843 

Ce»ion,  1861 

CsBBioD,  1880 

T'ties  with  Native,  1884 

GeeaioD,  1888 

Conquest,  1673 

C'sion  from  Native'.  1787 

Treatv,  18H4 

Tranafe.  from  Co..  1894 

Treaty.  1800 

9ettleinei<t,  1629 
Seitlement,  1606 
Settleii  eat,  1609 

TMiT^ion  f 
Tr-«ty  c«Bion.  1713 
Treaty  ceeaion,  1770 
C'qu'tt  fto'sion,  1803-1814 
Conqueet,  179S 
Conquest,  1666 
Settlement.  1626  1763 
Conquenl,  1797 


100.000 
26,000.000 
8,000,000 


63,318 

190,000 

16,098 

6,360,000 


Treaty  c( 


I,  1606-1803 


7.43 


88,460 
310,700 
104.471 
008,224 


New  Sooth  Vale*  

New  Zealand 

Qn-eiuland .  

SoDih  Auatralia  \    '^63.426 

Taamania  

Western  AiutriJia ]    976;n20 

Werten-PaciSc  1        f.916i 


121,738 

360,000 
1,346.240 
787,784 
498.623 
362,897 
177.340 
1.179.029 

i70,or' 


U'sion  from  NatiTea,  li 


Hettlemcnt,  1787 
Porchaer,  1840 
Settlement.  1824 
Settlement,  1836 
Settlement,  1^03 
Sditlemtnt,  1834 
Settlement,  18S6 
Annexation,  1888-1808 
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THE  LIBERAL  HAQAZINB. 


DURATION   OF   PARLIAMENTS    DURING  THE 
QUEEN'S    REIGN. 

AswnUed. 

l,_NoTember  15th,  1837 

2.— Angtut  IMh,  IMl  ... 

S.— November  18th,  1847 

4 November  4th,  1852 

5.— April  let,  1857 

6.— M&y  Siflt,  IB50       ... 

7.— February  Ist,  1866... 

a— December  10th,  1868 

ft—March  5th,  1674  ... 
10.— April  29th,  1880  ... 
II.— Juiiuuy  12th,  ISSft. 
12.— Au([UBt  5th,  1S86  ... 
13.— Angnst  4th,  1892  ... 
14.— Angnst  12th,  189S. 


Yn,  Mth..D»y 

Jane  23nl,  1811      ... 

a 

7     8 

July  23rd,  1847      ... 
July  iBt,  1862 

5 

March  1st,  1857     ... 

4 

4    17 

April  23rd,  1859     ... 

1 

11   29 

July  6th,  186S        ... 

« 

1      6 

November  11th,  1868 

« 

9    10 

January  26th,  1874 

ft 

Mai^h  23rd,  18S0    .. 

6 

November  IStb,  1885 

5 

S   20 

January  2«th.  1886 
June  2&th,  1892     ... 

a 

10   21 

July  8th,  1895 

2 

11      5 

INFORMATION  ABOUT   1900. 
QUARTER  DAYS. 


1*»T  Dnj  .- 


...Hv.SSICiHHlIeDiH  Ttb.t 

.^ JuneM    WhttninUde  ...lUj  15 

IIlcliHhnu...8apt.  29    UmmH  Aui,  1 

ChHatnu Dae.  26 1  MutlnioH   ...Nov.  11 

BaV-QaartcT  Dat$. 
Feb.  8.  Usy  9,  Aug.  11.  ud  Nov.  11. 

LAW  SITTINaS. 

Hfluy bafliu  Ju>.  II a 

Bular .,      Apr.E4 

MnltT  „      InuaU 

¥klMMjiim  Oct.  24 

LAW  TERMS. 

Bll«y -IwkIbi  Jan.  11 .tndi  Jan.  SI 

-— —  Apr.  2* HnZZ 

Jong  12 JdlyT 

Nov.  2 ,.    Nov.  28 


111  Apr.  U 

'',  Aug.  11 
,.  I>ec.n 


M^qt 


HOLIDAVSat  PUBLIC  OFFICES. 

Bwik  Holidays  (gngKAl-Qaa  Fridav. 
April  13:  BuldT  Ilonitay.  April  IS;  WWlt 
Monday,  June  4  ;  Hnnilay.  Augoit  Bj  Chrisi- 
nias  Dh  HHl  DKemher  26. 

Bank  Hollilav*  iSoote-y-Jm.  1  -.  April  II: 
HnrI:  AuRiKtS:  Dec  25. 

unk  Tranifar  Offlcea Jan.  1 ;    AnHI  13 

-      -       -       luno*;    Aug,6i    iKr.l: 


c«.-Aprill}andlO: 


Aufpute;  Dec.  2S 

Quecn'a  BIrltailiy:    Ji 
Deo.  2&  Hid  28. 

Cuatom  Houaa,  Docfca,  and  Exaie 
OfflceL— ApHllJaiMllfi:  Queni'i  Blittidav 
Jdoo  1 1  Auk.  6 :  Dec.  2a  and  26. 

atock  ExcUnx&  -  Jan.  1 1  April  13  and  K 
Hav  1 :   Juns  4 ;    Aug.  6 ;    Ho«.  1 :   Dec.  2 


THE  IMPERIAL   PENNY  POST. 

Tbe  poalan  to  the  lollowing  plaoaa  in  tbe  British  Bmplr*  and  Is  any  Brttiab  iranhip  ai 
when  ia  DOW  Id.  per  i  oi.  i — 


(BritUh). 


VlTRln  Iilandi. 
MalH  StatM  (PcidermtedXvii. 

Kwi-SanbUaa,  and 


Malta. 


Na<al. 

Nawfouodland. 

Hlger  CoaM  PnileeUmte. 


StniU  Settlonanb 

TrtaMW. 
Turiu,  and  Oalcoe 

WlodH-aid  Iilandi. 
Qrenada. 


r.Goo;), 
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THE  LIBERAL   MAOAZIMI. 


WORKS  OF  REFERENCE  FOR  POLITICIANS. 


The  JJhtnti  Magaziitr;  Liberal  PublicatioQ  Department,  42,  PBrUament- 
street,  S.W.  ;  yearly  volume  (bound)  5s.,  yearly  Bubscription  (post  free) 
6s. 

PampliUts  and  LeaJttU  for  1899;  Liberal  PublicatioD  Deputment,  42, 
Parliament-streol,  S.W.  ;  price  Is.  6d.,  poet  free  la.  9d. 

iJod'a  Fariiameatary  Companton;  Whitaker  and  Co.,  White  Hart-atreat, 
£.G. ;  price,  Ss.  6d. 

VaiAar'i  Parliamentary  Compaiwm;  Vacher  and  Sons,  Broad  Sanotuarj 
Chambers,  S.W.  ;  price,  6d.  monthly  during  the  Session. 

Sir  T.  Erikin*  Ma^s  Patiiamentary  Practice;  Wm.  Clowea  and  Sons, 
Ltd.,  27,  Fleei^etreet,  E.G.  ;  price  46s. 

Palgravt'a  Chairman's  Hand-book;  Sainpeon  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Ltd., 
St.  Bunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  E.C.  ;  price  2b. 

BaUty'a  huiex  to  Ike  "  Timtt"  ;  Eyre  and  Spottiairoode,  East  Harding- 
street,  E.U.  ;  price,  42b.  annually  ;  monthly  parts,  Ss.  each. 

Coiiniy  CoMncih,  Mnuietpal  Corporatioru,  oiui  Local  Authoriliet  Conipanion  ; 
Kelly's  Directories,  Ltd.,  182.  High  Holborn,  W.O.  :  price,  10b.  6d. 

Whitaker'n  Almatuuk;  J .  Whitaker  and  Sons,  12,  Warwick-lane,  E.C.  : 
price,  paper.  Is. ;  enlarged  edition,  2s.(kl.,  half  bound.  C^ 

Uaidl'a  Atmual;  Hazell,  Watson  and  Viney,  Ltd.,  1,  Creed-lane,  KC. ; 
price,  3s.  6d. 

fr;u>'«  Who,  1899 ;  A.  and  C.  Black,  Soho-aquare,  W. ;  price,  Ss.  6d.  net. 

Wkilalier'i  Titled  Person*;  J.  Whitaker  and  Sons,  12,  Warwick-lane,  KG.  ; 
price,  2h.  6d. 

FAUip'n  Saudy  AUoi  of  tht  CowUies  of  England ;  George  Philip  and  Sou, 
32,  Fleet-Btreet,  E.C.  i  price,  Ss. 

Financial  Ittform  Almanack;  Financial  Reform  ABsociation,  16,  Hackina 
Uey,  Liverpool ;  price.  Is. 

iMtidmi,  Maiixfii;  12,  Salisbury-square,  E.C.  ;  price,  paper,  Is.  cloth,  1b.  6d. 

Parliamentary  Debalei;  Wjnum  and  Sons.  Fetter-lane,  London,  ;  price,  Is. 
per  daily  part,  or  Sessional  subscription  5  guineas. 

Koit't  ParlUtmeniajTi  Sectrrd ;  Charles  Good  and  Co.,  11,  Barleigh-Btreet, 
Strand,  W.C.  ;  annual  Bubecription  30b. 

The  Public  General  Acts ;  Eyre  and  Spottiswoode,  East  Harding-street,  E.C.  ; 
price  38.  per  annual  volume. 

hidex  to  Periodicals ;  "Review  of  Reviews,"  125,  Fleet-street,  EC;  price 
10b.  nebt,  poet  free  per  annual  volume. 


...Cono 


Vol.  VII. 

FEBRUARY,  1899. 

No. 

65. 

TABLB   OP   COKTBKTS: 

Di«T  of  the  Montli 

Sctm  utrt  Plcuna 

Tbr  Tunla  "  (fiuafnl  Coi 

iceolon" ST       The MiiRmilnes  tor  February. 

Return 

ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


With  the  current  issue  of  the  Maoazinb,  b.  new  volume  is  begun. 
Duriog  the  year  we  hope  not  only  to  maintain  but  to  increase  the 
usefulness  of  the  publication,  and  we  trust  our  friends  will  aid  us  in 
onr  efforts  in  the  most  practical  way — by  making  the  Magazine  as 
widely  known  as  possible.  We  are  confident  that  there  are  very 
many  liberals  who,  as  it  is,  do  not  subscribe  to  the  Magazine,  but 
who  would  find  it  a  useful  publication,  and  we  rely  upon  those  who 
already  subscribe  to  recommend  the  Magazine  to  their  friends. 

We  would  call  attention  to  the  special  offer  we  make  in  our  adver- 
tisement columns  of  sets  of  the  Liberal  Magazine.  These  (comprising 
the  five  Volumes,  II.,  III.,  IV.,  V.,  and  VI.)  may  be  had  for  19s.  or  £\ 
pot  free,  or  any  three  volumes  for  lis.  6d.  post  free.  We  are  also 
prepared  to  supply  to  MAGAZINE  subscribers  the  three  last  annual 
volumes  of  PampMtU  and  L«ajlet»  (1896,  1897  and  1898)  for  5s.  post 
free.     Only  a  very  limited  number  of  these  now  remain. 

Id  response  to  a  large  number  of  enquiries.  Vol.  I.  of  the  Lideral 
Haoazins  is  being  reprinted.  Those  wishing  to  obtain  the  volume  to 
complete  their  sets  should  make  immediate  application.  Price  5s., 
jMMt  frte  5s.  6d. 
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(1)  Letter  from  Sir  WlUluil  HorcOTirt  to  his  Election  Agent 

"  It  li&s  been  my  ilwire  and  intention  t«  oddreM  ray  coiutituente  during 
the  present  montli  on  ^neral  political  affairs.  The  circumetfuices,  liow- 
ever,  witli  whicli  you  are  well  acquainted  interposed  obetacles  which  make 
it  unodvisable,  and  indeed  improper,  that  I  nhould  attempt  such  a  tat>k  at 
the  preeeot  momenL  The  recent  position  whjcli  I  occupied  in  coimectiou 
with  the  Libera]  party  luake  me  the  responsible  exponent  of  its  policy.  It 
is  not  desirable  that  I  should  at  preaent  state  more  fully  than  I  liave 
already  done  the  reaaons  that  tiave  led  me  to  tJie  conciuHion  at  whiuii  I 
have  arrived.  The  responsibility  for  expounding  the  ubjects  and  aims  of 
the  Lil>eral  party  will  shortly  pass  into  the  hands  of  another,  the  choice  of 
whom  will  be  determined  before  the  meeting  of  Parliament.  1  feel  that 
a  declaration  on  my  part  at  this  juncture  mi^ht  poHBihly  emliarrass  the 
action  of  the  future  leader  of  the  jwrty  in  laying  before  the  country  that 
statement  of  [principles  and  policy  in  the  present  and  for  the  future  in 
home  and  foreign  twairs  which  it  will  become  his  duty  to  set  forth.  I 
must  tlierefore,  witli  much  regret,  ask  leave  of  my  constituentit  an  their 
representative  to  postpone — I  hope  for  a  brief  perioa^what  I  have  to  say 
upon  the  new  condition  of  things  which  will  almost  immediately  present 
itiinlf.  In  the  meanwhile  I  must  sak  t^em  to  believe  that  I  shall  remain 
iplee  on  which  I  first  sought  their  confidence  and  t 
them  to  the  beet  of  my  a*""*"  " 

(2)  ffir  Edward  Ollrka  on  Old  Age  Pensions. 

"  If  they  once  made  everybody  understand  that  when  he  was  unable  to 
work  in  the  factory  any  longer  he  would  have  enough  provided  by  the 
State  to  keep  him  in  comfort,  away  would  go  the  great  friendly  societiee 
and  those  magnificent  organisations  of  thrift  which  the  working  cluKses  of 
the  country  had  built  up  among  them.  There  was  yet  another  important 
consideration.  It  was  the  duty  of  sons  and  daughters  to  provide  for  the 
old  age  of  their  parents,  who  had  watched  over  their  childhood  and  educated 
them  and  made  tlieni  capable  of  tlie  work  of  life.  There  were,  of  course. 
some  who  had  no  chililren,  but  it  would  lie  a  serious  injury  to  the  national 
character  if  we  did  not  maintain  it  as  one  of  the  canons  of  our  social  life 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  children  to  protect  and  succour  and  keep  the 
old  people.  Looking  at  all  these  considerations,  he  had  come  to  the  opinion 
that  a  system  of  old-a^  pensions  which  would  really  come  to  one  gigantic 
syntem  of  indiscriminate  outdoor  relief  would  sap  the  character  iS  our 
people  in  thrift,  would  reduce  the  strength  of  those  influences  which  kept 
laniilies  together,  and  he  thought  it  would  be  dangerous  to  have  any 
such  system  at  all." 

(3)  Sir  John  Gont  on  Ednoatlon. 

"He  was  entirely  at  one  with  those  who  said  that  ultimately  tliey 
must  have  but  one  local  authority  for  education  purposes.  The  question 
arose,  however,  was  the  authority  to  be  the  School  Board  or  the  town 
council,  or  some  new  body  I  There  was  very  much  to  be  said  in  favour  of 
making  the  educational  authorities  for  all  puiposes  such  School  Boards  aa 
now  existed  in  many  of  the  large  cities,  bnt  there  were  obvious  objections 
to  this  course.  As  to  the  proposal  to  create  new  bodies,  the  crucial  question 
was,  Would  they  give  these  an  independent  rating  authority,  or  would  they 
make  them  committees  of  the  county  councils?  If  they  were  to  be 
independent  bodies,  they  intrmluced  a  fourth  set  of  authorities  into  the 
oJready  confused  svstem  of  local  government,  and  these  would  confijct  wiUi 
the  others  anil  make  the  chaos  worse  confounded.     The  town  council  had 
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1899. 
January    2. — Lord  EIS^Q  ^l-  Calcutta  on  hi)}  Term  of  Office. 

Clerical  Deputation  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury on  Tithe  Rent-charge. 

„         3.— Letter  published  from  (1)  Sir  William  Harcourt 
deferring  his  Speech  to  hia  Constitaents. 

„         6.— Aylesbury  (Bucks)  By-Election  conaequeot  on  the 
death  of  Baron  Ferdinand  de  Rothschild 
(LU).       Unopposed    return    of    Hon.    Lionel 
Walter  Rothschild  (LU). 
Repre.sentatioti  unchanged. 
1896.  1892. 

Rothschild  (LU)    -     -     4,723  |  Rothschild  (LU)  -     -     5,515 
Hodgson  (L)     ...     1,780  |  Dolbey  (L)      -    -    -    2,992 

„  9.— The   Speaker   at   Carlisle    on    "Some   Old    Parlia- 

mentary Journals." 
(2)  Sir  Edward  Clarke  at  Plymouth  on  Current 
Politics. 

„       10. — Annual    Conference    of    Miners'    Association. 
Speecli  by  Mr.  Pickard. 

„       11- — (3)    Sir   John    Gorst   at    Bradford    on    National 
Edu(     ■ 


Miners'  Federation  Conference.      Discussion  on 
the  working  of  the  Compensation  Act. 

12. — Mr.  Chamberlain  at  Birmingham  on  the  proposed 
Birmingham  University. 

13. — Deputation   on   Slavery  in   Zanzibar  and  Pemba   to 
Mr.  Brodrick. 

16.— Newton    (Lanes.)    By  -  Election    consequent   on 
Bucceasioa    to    the    peerage    of    Hon.    T.    W, 
Legh    (C).       Unopposed    return    of     Colonel 
Pilkinglion  (C). 
Representation  unchanged. 


Legh  (C)  -    -    -    -    4,713  I  Legh  (C)  -    -    .    -     5,356 
Neiil  (L)  -     -     -     -     3,819  |  Moon  (L)-     -     -     -     3,854 
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)5ot  aiivantapes  as  a  hi2}ier  education  authority.  It  hail  statutory  power 
which  it  liuu  exeruise^t  for  ten  years,  and  money  which  it  hait  |ionieHaed  for 
eight  years,  and  it  was  able  to  suppiement  Iwal  taxation  money  by  the 
ratepayeFH'  money,  and  posaeBsed  the  great  advantage  that  the  jict«  wliich 
ewtaoliahed  its  authority,  being  paMsed  in  great  haste  and  without  that 
Parliamentary  consideration  which  people  considered  so  important,  hud 
happily  abstained  from  implying  any  particular  organisation,  and  the 
educational  organisation  for  town  and  county  purposes  had  iirrowii  op  of 
itself.  He  hoped  they  would  not  pay  too  mucli  attention  to  people  who 
invited  them  to  sit  down  and  wut  and  see  what  Parliament  would  do  for 
them.  He  did  not  think  they  were  likely  very  early  to  obtain  any  aeuLBt- 
ance  in  this  niatt«r  from  Parliament.'' 

(1)  Sir  H.  Hicks-Beach,  on  the  DemandK  on  the  Exchequer. 

"  He  had  to  deal,  as  Cliancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  with  the  First  I>ord 
of  the  Admiralty,  who  in  January  and  Kebniaiy  always  ajipeared  to  him  to 
have  what  he  might  desi^ribe  a»  'Admirals  on  the  brain.'  He  had  the 
Secretary  for  War  also  approaching  him,  and  he  need  scarcely  say  that  he 
also  was  jealous  of  any  preference  the  Cliancellor  of  the  Excheiiuer  might 
show  to  the  naval  Hervice,  and  desired  that  the  efficiency  and  strength  of 
the  Army  should  be  etjnally  JncreaHCil.  He  had  colleagues,  all  of  them  ahle 
men,  all  of  them  believing  that  through  the  work  of  their  departments  they 
could  regenerate  the  country,  and  all  of  them  coining  Ui  him  with  ^%at 
schemes  on  wliich  it  was  his  unpleasant  duty  occasionally  to  tlirow  a  Tittle 
cold  wBt«r.  Hb  ta«k  as  guardian  of  the  linanceH  of  the  country  was 
not  a  light  one.  He  had  endeavoured  to  perform  it  to  the  best  of  hin 
ability,  and  might  claim  as  their  representative  tliat  he  had  never  stinted 
the  defences  of  the  c^ountry.  He  did  not  believe  that  there  ever  was 
a  moment  when  the  country  was  lietter  prepared,  when  she  was  better 
served  in  her  naval  and  luilitaTT  services  than  now.  and.  whatever  might  be 
the  cost,  he  would  feel  it  to  be  his  bomiden  duty  to  the  best  of  his  power  to 
secure  that  that  state  of  preparation  would  continue." 

(2)  Hr.  Chamberlain  on  Great  Britain  ami  France. 

"  1  rejoice  to  see  that  for  the  future,  and  for  my  port  I  rejoice  to  nee 
tliat  the  attention  which  these  questions  have  aroused  in  the  French 
Republic  in  reeard  to  the  relations  which  exist  between  themselves  and  us 
has  prmluced  declarationB  from  statesmen  of  influence  and  from  some  of  the 
better  class  of  the  papers,  the  influential  papers,  in  their  country  that  the 
oppurtunitv  should  be  taken  to  dispose  amicably  of  all  remaining  questions 
ivhich  might  possibly  cause  irritation  or  friction  lietween  the  two  countries. 
If  such  a  desire  exista  on  the  part  of  the  French  people,  or  on  the  part  of 
the  French  Goyemment.  I  venture  to  say  it  will  be  met  lialf-way,  and  mor« 
than  half-way,  by  the  English  people.  We  have  no  wish  to  quarrel  with 
our  neighbours.  I  think  it  is  a  characteristic  of  the  Britisher  tliat  he  docH 
not  get  angry  without  great  provocation,  and  I  think  tliere  is  no  more 
dangerous  view  that  can  be  put  before  the  French  people  than  tliat  which 
has  oeen  promoted  by  what  I  may  call  the  'Yellow  rtess  in  Paris,  which 
represents  the  English  people,  or  even  individual  English  stateAnien,  aa 
bemg  desirous  for  war.  The  very  contrary  is  the  case.  We  hate  war.  We 
have,  I  believe,  a  sincere  admiration  for  many  of  the  great  characteristics 
of  the  French  nation,  for  their  intellectual  eminence,  for  the  industry  and 
thrift  of  their  population,  for  the  courage  with  which  they  liave  faced  great 
reverses,  and  ttie  successful  efforts  they  have  made  to  retrieve  them.  But 
we  clo  not  want  that  this  attitude  of  ours  should  be  misconstrued,  and  I 
cannot  help  thinking  that  those  who  endeavour  to  impress  ufion  the  French 
nation  the  true  notion  of  the  niind  of  the  English  people  would  on  the 
whole  l)e  cloing  greater  service  to  the  cause  of  peace  than  perliaps  men  like 
Mr.  Morley,  who  may  unwittingly  always  yield  to  pressure  if  the  preseure 
is  snfliciRnt  and  linA  continiiMl.' 
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,     Janaaiy  17.  — Mr.  John    Morlev   at    Brechin   on  the    Political 

Situation.     (Seepage  11.) 
;  Sir  R  GifTen  at  the  Royal  Statistical  Society  on 

the  Excesa  of  Imports 
'  Mr.  St  John    Brodrick    at    Epsom  on  Foreign 

Affairs. 

n       18. — Mr.  John  Morley  at  Arbroath  on  the  National 
Memorial  to  Mr.  Gladstone. 

(1)  Sir  M.   Hicks-Beach  at  Bristol    on    Current 

Politics. 

(2)  Mr.    Chamberlain    at    Wolverhampton    on 

Foreign  Affairs. 

19.— (3)  Mr.  John  Morley  at  Montrose  on  Temperance, 
Old-Age  Pensions,  Ireland,  and  Imperialism. 

Mr.  Asquith  at  Louth  on  Mr.  John  Morlej's  Brechin 
Speech,  and  on  Current  Politics.     (See  page  15.) 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire  at  Derby  on  Higher 
Eklu  cation. 

(3)  Mi.  John  Morley  on  the  Liberal  Party  and  Ireland. 

"To  carry  out  tlieir  Irish  poli^  was  really  a  duty  or  notliini,'.  If  it  wsa 
Dotliing,  Liberals  were  playing  a.  false  part ;  if  it  was  their  <luty,  where  was 
tlie  ftacriflce !  Now,  the  Government  had  paswed  a  Local  Government  Bill 
and  tiiey  were  told  that  they  most  wait  until  that  measure  had  been 
completely  tried  before  tlealine  further  witli  the  Irish  question.  How  long 
niuHt  they  wait!  Would  it  take  15  or  20  years?  Was  it  not  uhvious  that 
the  Irish  were  sure  to  use  the  inacliinery  for  which  they  did  not  aak  as  a 
nieanH  for  furthering  that  larger  system  of  local  government,  Home  Rule, 
for  which  they  did  ask.  The  Irish  correspondent  of  tlie  Standard  news 
paper  the  other  day  uTOte  in  Uiis  connection  tliat '  a  great  deal  of  sentiment 
Iiail  been  espendeel  in  the  pleniiing  hojw,  originating  in  high  tjuarters,  that 
political  views  would  not  seriously  come  to  the  front  in  these  county 
elections,'  and  he  went  on  to  ask  where  was  the  evidence  of  this  change. 
That  meant  that  ho  long  as  the  lar^r  scheme  was  unsatisfied  so  lung  were 
the  Irish  sure  to  use  this  particular  local  machine  for  those  lar<^r  purposes 
which  Mr.  Gladstone  taught  the  people  of  these  islands  Ireland  had  a  right 
to  demand.  The  Irish  liad  plenty  of  faults ;  of  course,  the  English  and 
Scottish  had  none.  He  often  thought  that  the  main  fault  of  the  Irish 
was  tltat  they  sometimes  took  themsdves  a  great  deal  too  seriously,  and  at 
other  times  they  did  not  take  themselves  nearly  seriously  enough.  In  this 
matter  they  would  hy-and-bye  take  themselves  seriously,  and  all  he  had  to 
say  for  himself  was  this,  tliat  if  the  Irish  demand  for  a  national  Assembly 
was  persisted  in,  and  if  the  demand  were  presented,  as  it  was  in  1886,  for  a 
KulxinlinaM  Assembly,  then  British  Liberals  would  he  no  more  justilied  in 
retreating  from  the  arguments  which  they  haA  all  pressed  than  their 
forefathers  two  or  three  generations  ago  felt  themselves  free  at  any  stage 
of  the  30  years'  battle  for  Catholic  emancipation  to  fling  overboard  the 
canse  of  Catholic  emancipation.  In  this  case  the  path  of  party  safety  was 
the  path  of  party  honoor.  Nobody  supposed  the  day  was  never  going  to 
come  when  the  Irish  would  hold  the  balance  between  the  two  English 
parties,  and  did  anybody  suppose  that  the  Tories  would  not  angle  for  that 
vote  as  tbey  did  in  18SS !  They  must  not  be  under  any  delusion  of 
the  kind  " 
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(1)  Sir  Edward  Grey  on  the  Irixh  Question. 

"  The  Irish  question  has  been  nlowly  but  iuBenailjIy  passing  into  a  new 
phase.  You  can  see  it  even  if  you  study  the  speeches  of  tlie  UuionistH. 
After  the  election  of  1886  tliey  used  to  t?11  us  Home  Rule  weu  dead  :  after 
the  election  of  1895  they  told  us  Home  Rule  was  liend  again,  and  now, 
this  autumn,  if  yon  study  the  Unionist  speeches— and  especially  Mr. 
Chamberlain's  speeches — you  will  find  tliey  are  making  the  utmost  effort* 
to  revive  what  they  have  so  often  told  us  is  a  corpse.  They  used  to 
reoroacli  ua  for  talking  about  notliing  bnt  the  Irisli  question ;  they  used  to 
auk  UB  wlio  was  going  to  he  a  penny  the  better,  and  why  we  did  not  pay 
more  attention  M  social  problems  at  home.  Now  tlie  Unionists  reproiich 
ns  for  saving  t<K)  little  aliout  the  Irish  question.  There  is  some  meaning 
behind  this  chanije.  Why  do  they  do  this !  Why  are  they  so  anxioos  to 
relive  Home  Rule  T  Because,  as  long  as  they  are  convinced  there  is  no 
chance  of  its  being  passed,  they  wish  it  to  be  the  issue  upon  wliich  they 
choose  to  tight.  But  I  can  assure  you  I  do  not  think,  on  our  side,  we  in  the 
least  bit  intend  to  go  on  talking  aliout  Home  Rule  simply  for  the  sake  of 
making  speeches.  If  our  opponents  think  we  are  exceedingly  anxioos  to 
capture  tlie  Irish  vote  I  think  again  they  are  making  a  mistake.  We  did 
co-operate  with  the  Irish  party  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  we  may 
co-operate  with  them  aKain,  but  it  is  no  part  of  our  aspirations— it  cannot 
be,  I  think,  any  part  of  our  int«ntions— that  the  Liberal  party  should  come 
into  office  dependent  upon  tlie  Irish  vote.  Do  not  misunderstand  me  an 
meaning  in  any  way  that  we  have  i^hanged  onr  opinions  about  Home  Rule. 
I  am  quite  willing  that  there  should  be  co-operation,  but  what  I  do  not 
tbink  should  be  part  of  our  int«ntion  is  that  there  should  be  dependence, 
and  for  thut  reason.  Supposing  we  are  again  in  a  position  to  introduce  a 
Home  Rule  Bill,  and  nupposin;;  we  do  it  with  the  assent  and  support  of 
the  Irish  party,  still  there  must  be  in  the  Lilieral  aspirations  other  things 
besides  Honie  Rule.  When  we  come  into  office  we  must  expect  to  deal 
with  such  questions  as  the  eilucation  i|uestion.  Well,  on  that  the 
Irish  party  differ  from  us.  We  know  perfectly  well  that  if  the  Liberal 
party  were  to  take  up  the  question  of  education  in  this  country  on  the 
lines  which  we  lielieve  to  be  suit'ible  to  England,  perfectly  honourable  Irish 
convictions  on  education  would  differ  from  us,  and  we  could  not  rely  upon 
them  to  assist  us  in  the  carrying  of  that  question,  a»  they  did.  for  instance, 
in  the  matter  of  parLsb  councils.  Therefore  wo  must  rememlier  this,  that 
tor  the  carrying  of  the  things  which  are  alieail  of  the  Liberal  party  we 
must  look  to  Liberal  strength  and  to  that  alone  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
Do  not  let  it  be  thought  froni  anything  which  I  have  said  that  I  suggest 
that  there  is  any  discredit  attaching  to  the  Irish  vote.  Our  opponents  say 
that  there  is,  but  I  would  remind  them  tliat  they  were  the  first  to  make  a 

(2)  Sir  Robert  Beid  on  Liberal  Policy. 

"  If  Liberals  were  to  quarrel  on  these  foreign  questions,  let  it  be  on 
some  intelligible  point  which  really  caused  separation  ;  for  in  such 
questions  everything  depended  upon  the  application  of  principles  to  specifie 
instances.  Liberals  need  not  withdraw  into  hostile  carops  until  a  practical 
case  arose  on  which  they  could  no  longer  stand  together.  In  saying  this 
he  did  not  want  to  minimise  the  importance  of  the  subject,  but  it  did  not 
appear  from  the  lettor  of  Sir  W.  Harcourt  that  his  resignation  was  based 
on  considerations  of  foreign  policy.  If,  however,  that  resignation  led 
Liberals  to  clear  their  minds  on  this  subject  it  would  have  done  much 
good.  There  were  some  cardinal  questions  on  which  Liberals  ought  to 
make  up  their  minds.  First,  were  Liberals  prepareil  to  keep  up  the 
country's  naval  strength !  He  answered  in  the  affirmative  without  hesita- 
tion, unless  a  corresponding  reduction  could  be  obtained  in  the  armaments 
of  other  Powers.  Though  no  effort  should  be  spared  in  that  direction,  he 
feared  that  the  process  would  be  a  long  one.      Secondly,  was  the  continued 
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January  20. — (1)  Sir  Edward  Grey  at  Lirerpool  on  the  Irish 
Question,  and  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

23. — Tbe  Duke  of  Devonshire  at  the  Birmingham 
Chamber  of  Commerce  Dinner  on  the 
Government,     Foreign    Questions,     Trade,    and 


Discussion  at  the  National  Liberal  Club  on  Liberal 

Policy  introduced  l^  (2)  Sir  Robert  Reid. 
Epsom  (Surrey)  By-Electioo   conBe<)uent  on  the 

elevation  to  the  Judicial  Bench  of    Mr.  T.  T. 

Bucknill.    Q.C.    (C).       Unopposed    return    of 

Mr.  W.  Keswick  (C). 
Representation  unchanged. 

1885.  1892. 

Cubitt  (C)     -     -     -     4  621  I  BucknUl  (C)      ■     ■     5,123 
Harris  (L)     .     -     .     2,360  |  Brassey  (L)  -     .     -     2,720 

.   Current 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbttry  at  Croydon  on 


expansion  of  the  Empire  to  be  allowed  T  Hia  opinion  was  that,  while 
mtUDtaining  what  we  had,  we  ought  to  avoid  the  acqnisition  of  utliei 
teiritoty  unlees  abtmlutely  driven  to  it.  It  was  the  duty  of  a  Great  Power 
to  extend  cinliaation  in  the  interests  of  the  human  race ;  but  we  had 
alreiwly  undertaken  tliat  duty  on  an  enormous  »cale,  Bometimes  eonpling 
our  own  interests  with  those  of  the  human  race  in  a  decree  which  liao 
luado  it  diliicult  for  uh  always  to  poee  as  pure  philauthropiHtM.  Tliis 
iiuestion  of  territorial  expansion  was  likely  to  be  the  point  on  which  future 
differences  would  arise.  The  necessity  for  expansion  was  (,'enerally 
attributed  to  the  unwine  and  selHsh  policy  of  wme  foreign  nationx  who, 
imme<liately  after  occupying  any  freah  country,  proceedeil  to  clone  the 
|<ortH  by  hootile  tarifls.  He  believed  tliat  foreign  statesmen  had  now 
(lercoived  this  themselves,  and  it  was  ressonable  to  hope  that  they  would 
I'onclude  before  long  that  the  easiest  way  to  secure  themselves  against 
Kritii>h  expansion  was  to  open  the  ports  of  their  dependencies  to  the  trade 
of  the  wliole  world.  Sucli  a  conclusion  would  be  urgeil  on  tlieni  also  by 
reasons  of  political  ecunuiuy.  He  did  not  know  whether  these  were  the 
sentiments  of  a  jingo  or  of  a  Little  En^knder,  but  he  thouglit  tliat  very 
few  Liberals  would  not  assent  to  both  his  last  propositions.  Did  not  hota 
Spencer  increase  the  Navy?  And  had  not  Lord  Rosel)ery— a  typical 
Impcrialinl^-strongly  deprecated  further  territorial  expansion !  Liberals 
must  not  allow  themselves  to  be  siilit  up  on  theoretical  definitiims,  but 
they   must  unite   to   resist  to  the  last  any  aggrcHsive.  aggrandising,  or 

inarrelsome  policy  on  the  part  of  any  Minister,  Liberal  or  Conseri'ative. 
'he  present  interest  of  the  country  in  foreign  affairs  was  intermittent,  and 
there  were  other  things  in  which  the  interest  of  the  country  was  constant 
and  growing  more  intense." 


)  by  Google 


9  TBK   LIBERAL   HAOAZINB. 

(1)  Lord  Kimberle7  on  Foreign  AfTura. 

"  I  do  not  suppose  thai  anyone  thinks  tliat  Mr.  Gladstone  wan  of  an 
aggressive  temper  or  anxious  to  tuiddle  tliis  nation  witli  lieavier  responsibi- 
lities  than  were  unavoidable.  Yet  Mr.  Gladstone  in  the  course  of  his 
career  added  not  a,  few  territories  to  the  dominions  of  the  Empire-  I 
remember  that  one  of  the  Brat  things  I  was  called  upon  to  do,  when  I  bad 
the  honour,  manyyearx  ago,  to  be  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  under 
Mr.  Gladstone's  first  Government,  was  to  annex  that  territory  where  a 
town  was  founded  which  they  did  me  the  houoor  to  call  by  my  name— -a 
territory  wliere  the  diamond  mines  were  in  South  Afnca^and  very 
soundly  I  wa«  abused  by  some  people  for  doing  it.  However,  I  hod  Mr. 
Gladstone's  sanction  for  taking  tiiat  step,  and  it  is  a  remarkable  fact,  and 
I  do  not  pretend  that  we  foresaw  it  at  the  time,  tliat  that  annexation  had 
far-reaching  conaenuencen,  an  ofton  happens,  for  unless  you  possessed  that 
territory  ^-ou  would  have  been  absolutely  cut  off  from  all  communication 
witli  the  interior  of  Africa  froni  the  Cape  territory.  That  annexatioa  has, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  been  followed  m  the  annexation  of  Bechuanalajid, 
which  waii  also  done  during  Mr.  Gladstone's  Government.  Further,  you 
have   that   immense    extension  which   we    now   know   by   the   name   of 


Rhodesia.  Tiien  there  was  North  Borneo,  and  very  recently  indeed 
I  had  the  duty  of  recommending  the  annexation  of  Somafilai  ' 
the  tlonunions  ol  the  Queen.  1  could  go  on  with  furtliei 
but  I  wish  you  to  obsen'e  thai  Mr.  Gladstone  was  not  one  oi 
those  statesmen  who,  under  all  circumstances,  were  adverse  to  the 
expansion  of  the  Empire.  Alt  these  cases  must  be  judged  by  the  particular 
circumstances,  and  no  wise  man  would  desire  unnecessajy  expansion,  and 
no  wise  man  would  pledge  himself  absolutely  that  there  should  be  no 
further  expansion.  I  wish  to  say  one  further  woni  with  respect  to  a  peace 
policy.  It  is  to  my  mind  a  grievous  mistake  to  suppose  that  you  always 
will  preserve  peace  best  by  maintaining  a  very  humble  and  a  forbearing 
attitude.  On  the  contrary,  I  am  profoundly  convinced  that  in  the  manage- 
ment of  foreign  affairs  if  you  wish  to  preserve  peace  you  must  be  firm  upon 
occasions.  If  you  are  not  you  will  not  have  that  respect  from  other  nations 
whicli  is  one  of  the  )n'eatost  elements  in  the  preservation  of  peace.  I  am 
old  enough  to  remeiuher  the  times  of  Lord  Palmerston.  He  was  certainly 
not  a  man  who  abetaine<l  from  strong  language  nor  even  from  what  were 
strong  acts,  and  proWbly  he  sometimes  went  too  far,  but,  mark  yon, 
dnring  his  long  career  in  the  management  of  foreign  affairs  in  times  of  the 
greatest  difficulty  he  never  involved  you  in  war.  He  preserved  the  peace. 
But  there  was  another  distinguishe<l  Minister  under  whom  I  had  the  honour 
to  serve  on  the  first  occasion  I  ever  held  office — I  mean  Lord  Aberdeen. 
He  was  essentiallv  a  man  of  pea*«,  bnt  he  involved  this  country  in  the 
Crimean  war,  and  I  have  always  believed,  being  then  I'^nder-Secretarr  for 
Foreign  affairs  and  knowing  what  took  place,  that  that  war  might  liave 
been  avoitled  if  we  had  taken  a  firmer  tone  at  the  commencement  of  the 
dispute.  You  see  how  dangerous  it  is  to  promulgate  these  sentiments  and 
to  imagine  that  a  mere  word  p^icefully  spoken,  or  a  strong  word  spoken 
upon  occasion,  may  not  in  point  of  fact  have  effect  in  preserving  the 
tranquillity  of  Europe." 

(2)  Mr.  Asqititb  on  Foreign  Affairs. 
"There  was  room  for  since 
whether  a  particular  case  fell  o 
he  ventured  to  repeat  that,  tested  by  any  given  concrete  instance  in  any 
actual  question  of^foreipi  policy,  ninety-nine  Liberals  out  of  every  bundre<l 
would  fltid  themselves  in  absolute  agreement.  Which  of  them  wae  there 
who  would  say  that  it  was  the  duty  of  this  country  to  leave  Egypt?  Or 
let  them  take  the  more  difficult  and  controversial  case  of  the  Soudau. 
There  were  many  Liberals— and  he  was  one— who  three  years  ago,  when 
the  expedition  to  tlie  Soudan  was  originally  initiated,  thought  tliat  it  was 


)  by  Google 


THK   LIBBBAL   MAOAZINR.  9 
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JanDary39. — (1)  Lord  Kimberley  at  Wjrtnondbam  on  Current 
Political  Questions. 

Mr.  Balfour's  Lett«r  on  Protestantism  and  University 
Education  in  Ireland. 

Lord  George  Hamilton  at  Chiswick  on  India. 

2fi.— Sir  M.  White-Ridley  at  Blackpool  on  Current 
PoliticB. 

„         27.— (2)  Mr.  Asquith  at  Darwen  on  Current  Politics. 

„        28.— Mr.    Chamberlain    at    Birmingham    on    Current 
Politics. 

Mr.  Walter  Long  at  Newcastle  on  Agricultural 
Legislation. 


—Mr.  Balfour  at  Manchester  on  an  Irish  Roman 
Catholic  University,  the  Controversy  in  the 
Church,  and  on  Current  Politics. 

Great  Protestant  Demonstration  at  the  Albert 
Hall. 


grave  donbt«  as  to  the  result. 
to  whether  tlie  Soudan  would  ever  prove  a  really  valuable  market  for 
British  trade,  and  Ite  fully  shared  Lord  Ktmberley'!<  apprehensions  as  to 
the  net.'essity  of  locking  up  British  troops  and  officers  m  that  country  tu 
Bunport  the  Egyptians  and  Soudanese  in  holding  a  lon^-ex tended  and  more 
or  lesH  inacceHHible  position.  But,  taking  all  tfieAe  things  into  account,  lie 
ankeil  the  meeting.  Would  they  to-day  allow  that  vast  territory,  reclaimed 
l^  the  energy,  enterprise,  ana  hereisni  of  British  soldiers  and  Egyptian 
Boldien,  organised  and  led  by  British  otiicers,  to  relapse  into  barbariHni  and 
the  desolating  despotism  of  the  Klialifa  to  be  established  there  ?  Nine  out 
of  every  ten  Liberals  would  say  enipliatically  '  No.'  Un  the  other  hand, 
were  they  aa  Lilierals  prepared  to  sanction  Imperial  credit  being  given  to 
Mr.  Rhodes  and  his  friends  for  the  construction  of  a  line  uf  railway  which 
did  not  follow  the  natural  course  of  tra<le,  wliirh  would  pass  over,  for  a 
considerable  extent  of  its  route,  country  which  was  not  under  British 
control,  and  as  to  which  the  best  they  could  say  was  that  both  from  the 

KliticaJ  and  the  financial  point  of  view  its  future  was  a  pure  speculation  T 
I  tliat  question,  he  said,  the  conditions,  facts,  and  probabilities  being  an 
they  were,  tliere  was  no  justification  for  such  tui  indehnite  mortgage  of  the 
xQuiniMu  of  the  Empire. 
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It  may  be  odd,  but  it  ia  the  fact,  that  the 

Is  Good  Fettle.  Liberal  paity  ia  the  House  of  Commons,  tiny 
as  it  is,  and  tried,  aa  it  has  been,  by  the  etraoge 
humours  of  its  recent  leaders,  is  approaching  the  new  Session  of 
Parliament  in  higher  spirits  and  better  fettle  than  it  has  known  for 
some  years.  We  are  begioning  to  see  daylight.  Like  Dogberry,  we 
have  had  losses  ;  ooe  after  another  our  leaders  have  retired  to  their 
tents,  not  because  we  have  deserted  them,  or  they  have  any  quarrel 
with  us,  but  for  reasons  to  which,  in  the  language  of  Herodotus,  "  it 
is  not  lawful  "  to  refer.  But  now,  so  we  believe,  we  know  the  worst. 
We  have  hod  the  last  of  the  resignations.  After  all,  and  amidst  oar 
sighs  and  tears,  we  have  been  able  to  remember  that  in  the  history  of 
a  party,  as  in  the  life  of  a  nation,  no  man  is  necessary.  The  King  is 
dead — long  live  the  King. 

Mr.  Balfour,  contemplating  our  sorrows  and  bereavements  with  the 
twofold  gaze  of  the  transcendental  philosopher  and  the  thorough-going 
partisan,  recognises  the  position.  He  clearly  sees  Beatirgam  cut  on  the 
tomb  which  that  Sadducee,  Mr.  Chamberlain,  takes  to  be  the  fiaal 
abode  of  Liberalism.  "I  believe," says  Mr.  Balfour,  '' that  the  life  of 
a  great  party  rises  in  the  long  run  superior  to  all  such  temporary  diffi- 
culties. The  organisation  of  the  Liberal  party  remains.  Vast  bodies 
of  our  fellow  counti'ymen  by  tradition  belong  to  that  party,  and 
they  only  await  the  man  and  the  policy  to  become  great  and  important 
factors  in  the  direction  of  the  public  affairs  of  the  country."  Mr. 
Chamberlain  and  the  friends  by  whom  he  loves  to  see  hiqiself  sur- 
rounded subscribe  to  no  such  creed,  or,  indeed,  to  any  cT«ed,  but 
"ea«h  forward."  But  in  the  long  run,  to  use  Mr.  Balfour's  expresaioD, 
we  prefer  the  views  of  philosophers  to  those  of  shopkeepei-s. 

There  is  plenty  of  work  for  Liberals  to  do  even  in  the  present 
House  of  Commons,  Questions  leap  to  light  and  demand  considera- 
tion, even  if  their  solution  baffles  the  courage  of  the  hour.  The  awful 
plight  of  the  poor  in  the  congested  districts  of  London  can  hardly  be 
overlooked  by  a  Parliament  which  may  at  any  moment  be  asked  to 
vote  more  millions  to  build  a  Railway  in  Uganda.  The  complete  over- 
hauling of  the  Poor-law  and  a  drastic  reform  of  the  workhouse  are 
causes  as  deserving  of  enthusiasm  and  devotion  as  the  spread  of 
Empire  and  the  woi-ship  of  the  Navy  Estimates. 

Behind  these  questions  lie  others — the  land  system,  the  rating 
system,  which,  as  Mr.  Balfour  with  his  prophetic  eye  "  looking  before 
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aod  after,"  and  "dreaming  of  things  to  come,"  foresees  will  ere  long 
"qtring  into  abundant  life." 

As  for  the  "  croes-currente  "  and  difficulties  which  are  aupposed  to 
devastate  and  hopelessly  divide  the  Liberal  party,  they  have  for  the 
most  part  boen  conjured  into  existence  by  the  fevered  imagination  of 
men  not  at  ease  with  themselves.  Temperaments  differ.  Some  men  see 
the  seamy  side  of  Empire  and  some  the  tapestried  side.  British  Trade 
to  one  statistician  is  all  flannel-drawers  and  Sheffield  blades,  whilst  to 
another  it  is  nothing  but  gia  and  bad  brandy.  Ur.  Chamberlain  is 
qoite  enough  to  make  any  man  of  sensitive  temperament  sick  of 
Empire.  But  there  is  really  no  need  for  the  Liberal  party  either  to 
join  Mr.  Chamberlain's  claque  or  to  hiss  with  Mr.  Labouchere. 
It  wasn't  Mr.  Chamberlain  who  coloured  the  map  red  and 
it  won't  be  Mr.  Labouchere  who  will  induce  the  nation  to  haul 
down  its  flag.  Men  come  and  go;  the  race  remains,  and  drees  its 
weird.  No  doubt  the  less  we  prate  about  an  Empire  our  ancestors 
won  without  knowing  what  they  were  about  the  better ;  but  as  for 
giving  it  up,  nobody  is  thinking  of  it.  When  William  the  Conqueror 
(  was  invited  by  his  children  to  divide  his  French  possessions  among 
them,  he  replied  that  he  did  not  undress  until  he  went  to  bed.  It  is 
not  yet  bedtime  for  the  British  Empire — though,  if  anybody  could 
indace  Mr.  Ohamberlain  to  hold  his  tongue  about  it  for  a  twelvemonth 
it  would  be  a  huge  relief  and  &  prudential  measure. 

On  practical  qnestions  of  Foreign  Policy,  as  and  when  they  arise, 
the  Liberal  party  knows  no  such  cleavages  as  those  which  divide  Lord 
Salisbury's  supporters  into  two  hostile  camps. 

I  behove  the  Liberal  party  will  make  a  good  appearance  in  the 
■   a  of  1899. 

A.B. 


Last  month  we  recorded  with   very  great 
Mk.  Jobs  Mohlkt's,  regret  Sir   William   Harcourt's  resignation  of 
Rbtirehent.  the  Liberal  leadership  in   the  House  of  Com- 

mons, and  with  equal  regret  we  have  now  to 
put  on  record  Mr.  John  Morley's  retirement  from  any  official  position 
in  the  Literal  party.  Speaking  at  Brechin,  on  January  I7th,  Mr. 
Morley  said : — 

"  It  would  be  idle  to  deny  that  remarkable  cross  currents  are  running  in 
the  country  and  in  our  own  party,  and  I  would  like  to  remind  you  of  some 
words  used  by  tho  Prime  Minister  last  year — leas  than  a  year  ^o — when  he 
expressed  bis  strong  balief  that  there  is  a  danger  of  the  public  opinion  of 
ttiis  country  undergoing  a  reaction  from  the  doctrines  of  thirty  or  forty  years 
ago,  and  believing  that  it  is  our  duty  to  take  everything  we  can  get,  to  fight 
everybody,  and  to  make  a  quarrel  of  every  dispute.  'That  seems  tome,'  said 
the  Prime  Minister,  'a  very  dangerous  doctrine.'  I  am,  as  I  hope,  aLiberal, 
but  I  entirely  assent  to  every  word  that  Lord  Salisbury  there  said.  There 
is  a  dangerous  reaction,  there  is  a  spread  of  dangerous  doctrine,  and  that 
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dangeruuB  doctrine,  and  that  raactiOD,  I  will  not  conceal  from  jou,  his,  in 
mjr  judgmeat,  found  its  way  into  our  own  party.  No  doubt  men  will  differ 
aa  to  the  degree  to  which  the  infection  has  spread.  It  will  be  said  that  differ* 
«nces  are  more  apparent  than  real.  I  hope  it  is  so,  but,  at  any  rate,  there 
can  bo  no  harm  in  making  a  protest  which  may  perhaps  stay  the  plague. 
.  .  .  .  Now,  I  suppose  I  must  say  a  few  words  as  to  a  comparatively 
unimportant  personage,  not,  however,  unimportant  here,  because  here  I  sitt 
standing,  not  upon  my  native  heatli,  but  amongst  acquired  friends — amongst 
those  who,  most  generally  knowing  me  little,  gave  mo  their  full  confidence 
nnd  gave  me  the  greatest  compliment  one  set  of  men  could  give  another,  when 
they  asked  me  to  represent  them  in  the  House  of  Commons.  I  have  no 
resignation  to  tell  you  of,  because  I  have  nothing  to  resign.  I  have  had  no 
share,  I  may  freely  say,  in  making  those  cross  currents  to  which  I  hnve 
referred.  Last  year,  on  many  oooasions  I  stood  aside— perhaps  almost  beyond 
my  duty — in  the  House  of  Commons.  I  was  silent  in  order  to  avoid  making 
dUTerences  for  my  party.  During  the  excitement  of  the  last  few  months 
I  have  been  often  pressed  to  come  forward  and  speak  upon  platforms.  I 
have,  on  the  contrary,  maintained  what  I  have  been  reproached  for  main- 
taining 'a  grim  and  stony  silence,' a  silence  that  was  more  eloquent  than  any 
words,  andothernotill-humouredtnuntsof  which  I  make  no  sort  of  complaint. 
But  then  I  cannot  be,  therefore,  accused  in  what  1  am  going  to  tell  you — 
I  cannot  be  accused  of  restlessness  or  precipitancy  either  in  noting  tha 
differences  of  opinion  or  in  taking  action  upon  them.  That  decision  wbm 
taken  before  and  independently  of  Sir  William  Harcourt's  resignation, 
though  the  grounds  of  my  action  are  not  substantially  different  from  his.  If 
I  now  ask  leave  no  longer  to  take  an  active  and  responsible  part  in  the  form&l 
counsels  of  the  heads  of  the  Liberal  party,  I  beg  you  to  believe  that  that  is 
not  tinged  with  the  shadow  of  a  shade  of  personal  feeling.  It  is  not  asso- 
ciated with  any  kind  of  blame  or  complaint  of  those  comrades  on  the  bench 
where  I  sat  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Above  all,  be  assured,  whatever 
happens,  that  ju|t  as  I  have  been  all  my  life  a  loyal  and  convinced  and  an 
unwavering  adherent  of  the  Liberal  party  so  now,  for  whatever  of  public  life 
may  remain  to  me,  I  shall  be  as  zealous  and  as  eager  as  I  have  ever  been 
in  co-operating  for  the  advancementof  every  Liberal  cause,  and  the  applica- 
tion, the  clear-sighted  and  vigorous  application,  of  every  Liberal  principle. 
What  I  have  said  ia  a  serious  thing.  I  know  it,  and  that  is  why!  asked  at 
the  beginning  for  your  indulgence.  I  should  have  been  untrue  to  all  the 
lessons  I  have  ever  learned  from  the  great  Ministers  of  political  wisdom  nnd 
the  great  statesmen  whose  friend,  whose  trusted  friend.  I  have  been  if  I 
had  at  this  moment  of  trial — as  I  think  I  shall  by-and-by  show  you  it  has 
been — if  at  this  moment  of  the  trial  of  the  foundations  of  our  national 
policy  I  had  allowed  myself  to  slip  and  to  drift  a  few  yards  to-day,  a  few  yards 
more  to-morrow,  into  the  adoption  of,  or  acquiescence  in,  a  course  of  policy, 
a  spirit  and  a  temper  which  I  believe  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart  to  be 
injurious  to  our  material  prosperity,  to  our  national  character,  and  to  th« 
strength  and  the  safety  of  our  Imperial  State." 

It  is  not  for  us  to  canvass  the  reasons  given,  by  Mr.  Morley  for  retiring 
from  official  connection  with  the  Liberal  party  ;  but  we  are  sure  we 
do  but  express  the  sentiments  of  every  Liberal — to  whatever  section 
he  may,  or  ia  supposed  to,  belong — when  we  recognise  Mr.  Morley's 
passionate  devotion  to  the  great  movement  we  call  Liberalism  and  his 
moving,  heart^Btirring  advocacy  of  Liberal  principles.  May  the  day  be 
far  distant  when  we  cease  to  draw  inspiration  from  his  voice  and  pen. 
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Mr.  Morley,  as  will  be  seen,  retired  in  order 

Mr.  Morlet  oh      to  be  able   to  bave  a  free  baud    in   foreign 

Imperialish.  politics.      We  have   no   space  to   reprint  bis 

speech — interesting  and  important  as  it  is — in 

full,  bnt  we  set  out  the  more  iiuportanb  passages.     After  saying  that  he 

would  not  define  a  "Jingo,"  bat  that  he  knew  one  when  he  saw  one, 

Mr.  Morley  said  : — 

"  Tou  may  call  it  jingoism,  you  may  call  it  Imperialism ;  call  it  what  you 
like — I  know  tlie  thing,  and,  whether  it  comes  from  Liberal  teachers  or  from 
Tory  teachers,  I  would  bag  of  all  my  countrymen,  and  those  who  are  mora 
than  my  countrymen — my  constituents— to  remember  what  Iraparialisra  is  in 
the  sense  in  which  it  is  now  used  ;  and  I  shall  have  much  more  bo  say  upon 
this  before  I  release  you.  Imperialism  brings  with  it  militarism,  and  must 
bring  with  it  militarism.  Militiirism  means  a  gigantic  eipanditure,  daUy 
growing.  It  means  an  increase  in  govammant  of  the  power  of  aristocratic 
and  privileged  clasaea.  Militarism  means  the  profusion  of  the  taxpayer's 
money  everywhere  except  in  the  taxpayer's  own  home.  And  militarism 
must  mean  war,  and  you  must  be  much  less  well  read  in  history  than  I  take 
the  Liberals  of  Scotland  to  be  if  they  do  not  know  that  it  is  not  the  hateful 
demon  of  war  but  white- winged  peace  that  has  been  tha  nurse  and  guardian 
of  freedom  and  justice  and  well-being  over  that  great  army  of  toilers  upon 
whose  labors,  upon  whose  privations,  upon  whose  hardships  after  all  the 
};reatne68  and  the  strength  of  Empires  and  of  States  are  founded  and  are 
built  up.  1  freely  reci^nise  that  it  would  be  most  stupid  not  to  recognise 
that  there  is  a  sense  in  which  the  word  imperialism  is  used  in  the  sense  of 
national  duty,  not  of  national  vainglory,  in  which  it  is  used  as  meaning  not 
aggression  but  the  service  of  mankind.  The  guardianship  and  the  guidance 
of  a  great  State  1%  a  weighty  and  noble  task — one  of  tlie  weightiest  and 
noblest  tasks  that  can  fall  to  man.  We  cannot  make  light  of  our  ongaga- 
iiients  and  obligations,  neither  can  we  allow  other  States  to  make  light  of  the 
engagements  and  obligations  into  which  they  have  entered  with  us,  but  let  us 
measure  our  national  strength,  let  ua  oast  our  eyes  forward,  let  us  compre- 
liend  as  many  as  we  can  of  the  consequences.  You  cannot  comprehend  them 
all  in  a  word.  Imperialism  in  this  higher  and  better  sense  must  he  t«sted 
and  measured  and  limited  by  common  sense,  and  the  Liberiil  party  will  only 
lie  useful  as  an  instrument  of  human  progress  so  long  as  they  walk  per- 
sistently and  steadfastly  in  the  path  of  these  watchworas^peace,  economy 
and  reform.  If  the  Liberal  party  abandon  that  path,  what  will  they  be  but 
a  body  without  a  soul  ?  It  the  Liberal  par^y  chooses  one  day  the  Quaker  with 
liroad-brimmed  hat  and  drab  attire,  and  then  bears  down  on  us  with  the 

trlnmes  and  flashing  scarlet  of  the  Crusader,  that  is  a  party  for  whose  future 
do  not  augur  well.  I  have  refused  to  define  an  elephant,  but  there  is  a 
little  creature  called  a  chameleon  which  1  do  understand.  It  is  a  nimble 
nnimal  with  a  prehensile  tail,  which  changes  its  color  with  the  skies  and 
which  feeds  upon  air.  I  should  be  very  sorry  myself  bo  belong  to  a  pirty 
which  was  of  the  nature  of  the  cliameleon,  which,  however  prehensile  its 
tail  might  be,  changed  its  color  with  the  skies  or  with  the  wind,  and  which 
ted  upon  the  rather  doubtful  diet  of  any  number  of  open  fjuestions.  There 
■re  questions  which  cannot  be  left  open,  and  what  I  submit  to  you  and  the 
Liberals  of  Scotland  is  this — that  we  are  now  face  to  face  in  this  most  impor- 
tant arena  of  our  national  and  Imperial  aSiiirs  with  questions  on  which  you 
must  say  aye  or  no. 

The  Fashoda  IscinEBT. 
"No  doubt  party  unity  would  be  preserved  and  comfort  would    be 
preserved  if  questions  presented  themselves  to  which  you  oould  say  both 
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aye  and  no,   but  we  are    not    in  tliat    position,    and    I     am    coming  tu 
a   particular   oaae— I    mean    the    Faahoda   question.      I    will    tell   you 
frankly    nov,    for    it    is    my  duty   to  tell   you,  what  I  think   upon  that 
question,  which  became  critical  not  many  weeks  ago,  because  it  illustrates 
much  that  I  have  been  saying.     The  French  flag  wan  flying  in  a  place  where 
in  our  judgment  it  had  no  right  to  be.    The  GoTeroment  of  which  I  was 
a  member  had  warned  the  French  Government  of  the  view  of  Great  Britain. 
Our  auccaseors  under  Lord  Salisbury  felt  bound  to  carry  out  that  policy.     E 
am  told  that  on  this  account  all  Libetala  were  under  obligation,  as  I  was,  to 
swell  what  I  must  call  the  feverish  clamour  and  shouting  which  arose  in  my 
part  of  the  island,  at  all  events  on  ray  real  native  heath,  aome  weeks  ago, 
and  to  regard  that  clamour  with  patriotic  aymnathy  and  admiration.     But 
because  t£e  Government  is  carrying  out  my  policy,  forsooth,  am  1  thereby 
committed  to  any  method  which  they  may  choose  for  carrying  it  out  1     Am 
I  committ«d  to  any  particular  plan,  without  qualification  of  condition,  with- 
out regard  to  timoe  or  seasons?     I  do  not  think  so.     Suppose  I  say  to  a 
neighbour  with  whom  1  am  living  and  desire  to  live  on  friendly  terma,  '  I 
claim  that  meadow  is  mine,  and  if  I  find  your  sheep  feeding  on  it  or  your 
children  playing  on  it  I  shall  regard  you  as  a  trespasser  and  you  must  take 
the  consequences.'     Hy  neighbour  disr^ards  this  warning,  says  he  has  got  a 
counter-case,  and  sends  hia  children  there  to  play.     Shall!  necessarily  thank 
my   gardener   for  letting   out   three  or   four  larga   dogs  on  the    juvenile 
trespassers,  and  then  coming  to  me  and  saying,  'Well,   I  am  only  carrying; 
out  your  policy  '  J    The  mode  of  carrying  out  a  policy  may  be  a  goud  or  .-i 
bad  one.     I  do  not  believe,  in  all  the  unmessed  annals— and  I  am  speakini; 
with  proper  deliberation— I  do  not  believe,  in  all  the  unblessed  annals  of 
jingoism,  there  was  ever  an  instance   where  the  escitement  or  the  uproar  s<> 
outstripped  the  necessities  of  the  case.     Vou  held  the  little  band  of  French- 
luen  in  the  hollow  of  your  band.    Their  occupation  was  ridiculous.    There 
was  no  reason  whatever  to  believe  that  France  would  persist.     If  France  did 
peisist,  was  stubborn,  or  was  procrastinatory,  then  would   have  been  time 
enough  to  present  your  loaded  ultimatum  and  used  your  force,  which,  from 
the  conditions  that  I  cannot  go  into  to-night,  would  not  have  been  more 
than  such  military  action  as  indeed  we  did  carry  on.     Ah  !  people  say,  the 
intervention  of  Liberals,  of  important  Liberals,  was  what  made  peace,  was 
what  saved  France   from   herself,   and   saved   European   peace.     That,    of 
course,    is  a  matter  of  opinion.     I  myself  see  no  kind  of  reason  to  believe 
that  that  was  the  operative  force.     The  real  operative  force  was,  first,  that 
France   was  perfectly  conscious  of  her  own  great  maritime  inferiority,  and 
the  other  reason  was  that  the  whole  weight  of  Russia,  wliich  is  the  ally  of 
France,  was  exerted  for  peace.     That  is  an  old   story  now,  but  do  not  think 
you  have  got  to  the  end  of  it.     You  have  heard  of  Fashoda  till  you  are  sick 
of  it.     You  are  very  shortly  going  to  hear  of  the  Bahr-el-Ghazal,  and  ihe 
same  sort  of  considerations  will  arise.     I  fear  I  must  maintain  that  the 
attitude  for  a  'great  country  like  this,  with  its  enormous  strength,  is  one  uf 
stem   and   steadfast   composure,   not   of   men  running  about  to  revile  one 
another  in  speeches  of  an  heroic  character  which  have  to  my  mind  very  little 
of  heroism  m  them." 

Ab  to  the  Soudan  Mr.  Morley  declared  that  he  adhered  to  the  line  he 
had  taken  all  through  in  opposition  to  the  Nile  Expedition,  and  added:  — 
"  Now  my  position  is  this  : — Eipansion  you  cannot  always  avoid  ;  but 
this  was  a  case  where,  in  my  judgment,  eipansion  could  have  been  avoided. 
This  practical  anneiation  of  the  Soudan  could  have  been  avoided,  and  you 
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imve  not  got  by  that  umei&tioQ  Anything  which  will  do  more  than  add 
gnvely  to  the  burdens  for  adding  to  which  there  was  no  adequate  justifi- 
cation.    Z  might  have  overrated  the  military  difficulties,  otherwise  I  hold 
to  what  I  have  said." 
And  again : — 

"Was  the  Soudan  bound  up  in  Egyptand  was  the  fortune  of  Egypt  bound 
np  with  the  Soudan  ?  He  was  not  making  a  point  in  favour  of  retiring  from 
E^ypt  now  ;  we  could  not  poaaibly  do  it ;  but,  having  committed  oaraelvea 
to  the  occupation  of  Egypt,  that  was  a  situation  under  which  we  should  have 
stnuned  every  nerve  rather  than  have  added  to  our  responsibilities  by  this 
annexation  in  the  Soudan.  He  held  to  the  same  views  that  he  held  in  1896, 
and  now  ha  wished  to  lay  before  them  the  case  against  expansion  in  all  its 
breadth.  For  the  last  three  years  there  had  been  a  remarkable  increase  in 
revenue.  Was  there  a  single  roan  in  our  great  trading  cities,  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  or  in  the  House  of  Lords,  who  did  not  know  that  fat  years  were 
invariably  followed  by  cycles  of  lean  years  1  They  might  be  sure,  however, 
that  if  the  increase  of  the  revenue  could  not  be  counted  upon,  they  could 
<!ount  upon  a  vast  increase  of  expenditure.  They  were  caught  by  the  faecina- 
tiou  of  expansion.  Let  them  remember  the  coat.  He  was  not  quarrelling 
with  their  growth  of  expenditure.  He  was  only  giving  them  the  measure, 
and  begging  them  to  consider  the  measure  of  the  growth  of  their  burdens.  If 
they  peraisted  in  challengins  all  the  nations  of  uie  earth  to  competition  in 
naval  expenditure,  they  woiSd  have  to  build  ships  to  rival,  not  one  or  two 
Powers,  out  four  or  five  Powers,  if  Japan  advanced  and  if,  still  more,  the 
United  States  advanced,  and  if  the  United  States  abandoned  the  policy  of  the 
wise  founders  of  the  great  Republic  and  embarked  on  the  waters  of  expansion 
and  military  expenditure.  As  for  the  Army,  it  was  abeady  almost  more 
than  we  could  do  to  keep  on  foot  a  military  force  adequate  to  the  defence  of 
what  we  already  possetised,  and  he  did  not  think  that  the  prospect  of  amilitai^ 
life  in  the  deserts  of  Africa  would  make  the  task  of  the  recruiting  sergeant 
anyeasierthan  it  wasnow.  No.  Ho  offered  these  considerations  to  them 
when  they  were  caught  by  the  fsscinations  of  ezpanaion  and  of  civilising  great 
new  territories — thecivilisationitselfbeingadoubtful  thing.  I  jet  them  remem- 
ber the  other  side  of  the  case,  and  that  so  faraatheyaccepted  and  worked  upon 
this  policy  they  were  preparing  burdens  rather  than  advantages  and  blessings 
for  the  next  generation." 


■^        .  Mr,    Asquitb  two  nights   later — at  Louth 

oflMPE^rLVaM  ""  ''*°"*'7  19tl>-replied  U.  Mr.  Morley  in  the 
following  passage  : — 
"  Mr.  Horley  told  them  that  hix  resignation  was  oasoctatod  with,  if  not 
suggested  by,  the  retirement  of  Sir  William  Hatcourt.  Then  he  alleged  as  a 
ground  for  retirement  that  he  '  refused  to  embark  the  Liberal  party  in  any 
■ort  of  competition  with  jingoes  on  either  Bide  or  to  encourage  those  who 
inflamed  intornatioual  difficulties  with  Russia  and  France.'  So  far  as  he 
referred  to  Sir  William  Harcourt  there  was  not  a  word  in  the  correspondence 
between  Sir  William  and  Mr.  Morley,  nor  anything  in  Sir  William's  declara- 
tions during  the  recess,  which  would  in  any  way  have  prepared  them  for  that 
view.  But  Mr.  Horley  had  retired  solely  and  exclu-iively  upon  that  ground. 
He  told  them  that  he  had  no  complaint  to  make  against  his  colleagues,  but 
that  he  had  observed  of  lato  a  '  aangerous  reactionary  doctrine  which  has 
fonnd  ita  way  into  the  Liberal  party,    and  he  spoke  of  it  as  'an  infection 
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which  is  spreading  da;  by  day,'  and  it  was  to  stay  '  this  plague '  (as  he  called 

it)  'of  jingoism,  ImperialiHin,  and  militarism'  that  he  had  felt  bound  to 
make  bin  protest.  That  woa  a  aerious  indictment  againut  the  Liberal  party, 
and,  coming  from  auch  &  quarter,  it  was  une  which  tbey  were  bound  Ui 
examine  to  eee  if  it  rested  upon  any  foundatinn.  Had  tliey  uf  the  Liberal 
jiarty  become  jingoes !  Had  they  given  themselves  to  the  '  hateful  work  of 
inSaming  international  jealousies '  I  Were  they  drunk  with  this  '  heady 
gospel  of  expansion  at  any  cost'?  For  his  own  part,  if  he  knew  himself 
and  his  fellow -Liberals,  he  would  answer  these  ijuestions  with  an  unheeitA- 
tingand  unqualifying  negative.  'Fhis  representation  was  based  largely  upon 
the  incidents  of  Fashoda  and  the  reconqueat  of  the  Soudan.  In  regara  to 
Fashoda,  was  it  consist«nt  with  the  previous  declarations  of  Liberal  policy 
to  remain  silent  ?  To  have  remained  silent  under  the  circumstances  would 
have  been  acting  with  political  cowardice  unworthy  of  British  statesmanship 
and  inconsistent  with  the  beat  traditions  of  British  public  life.  But  there 
was  another  reason,  even  more  cogent,  why  silence  should  not  have  been 
maintained—to  preserve  the  interests  of  peace.  Mr.  Morley  appeared  to 
think  that  what  they  attempted  to  do  in  that  direction  did  not  really  account 
for  the  result,  but  in  his  (Mr.    .ds^xiM'a)  judgment,  and  he  thought  in   the 

i'udgment  of  most  observers,  the  articulate  unanimity  of  the  people  of  Great 
tritain  waa  a  aafeguard  for  the  maintenance  of  peaoe.  He  therefore  looked 
back  without  either  regret  or  repentance  upon  the  course  which  they  then 
pursued.  He  agreed  entirely  with  Mr.  Morley  that  foolish,  exaggerated,  and 
offensive  things  were  both  said  and  written  upon  the  platform  and  in  the 
Press,  and  ho  was  sfraid  that  waa  a  criticism  which  could  not  be  confined 
to  either  side  of  the  Channel.  But  surely  in  a  matter  of  this  kind  the 
action  of  a  great  political  party  ought  to  be  judged,  and  might  claim  to  be 
judged,  by  the  conduct  and  language  of  responsible  statesmen.  .  .  .  On 
no  single  occasion  had  he  referred  personally  to  the  question  of  the  Soudan 
without  expressing  the  opinion  that  no  greater  or  more  acandaloua  calamity 
could  happen  to  the  world  than  a  quarrel  between  Great  Britain  and  France, 
and  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  he  had  advocated  as  strongly  as  he  could 
that,  of  all  things  in  the  world  with  which  the  intereate  of  this  Empire  were 
closely  bound  up,  there  were  none  that  ran  higher  or  were  of  more  vital  and 
urgent  importance  than  to  maintain  a  peaceable  understanding  with  the  two 
great  powers  of  France  and  Russia. 

The  Rbco  nicest  or  the  Sou  dak. 
"  As  to  the  reconqueat  of  the  Soudan,  he  was  cne  of  those  who 
criticised  and  censured  the  proposals  of  the  Government  to  send  an  expedi- 
tion out  there  in  1866.  He  thought  they  were  quite  right  in  doing  so  under 
the  state  of  facts  then  presented  to  them.  The  Government  consented  to 
this  expedition,  but  the  operations — started,  apparently,  under  unfavourable 
conditions  and  whose  authors  had  a  dim  and  hazy  notion  of  their  scope  and 
effect — had  been  converted  by  the  genius  and  energy  of  the  British  com- 
manders and  officers  into  a  stupendous  success.  What  was  the  result?  The 
great  waterway  upon  which  the  life  of  Egypt  depended  was  secured  against 
future  dangers  ;  a  desolating  tyranny,  not  less  cruel  in  its  methods,  not  less 
devastating  in  its  result  than  that  of  the  Turk  himself,  had  been  swept  oST 
the  face  of  the  earth  ;  a  long  stretch  of  wasted  and  depopulated  country  had 
been  restored,  at  any  rate,  to  the  chance  of  civilisation  and  to  the  rule  of 
justice,  order,  and  Uberty.  Was  he,  as  a  Literal,  guilty  of  lexical  iucon- 
aist«ncy  or  of  political  infidelity  if  ho  rejoiced  at  these  results  1  {A  voice  : 
*CtrtaMij  not.')  Had  Sir  William  Harcourt — for,  as  they  would  remember, 
no  one  had  expressed  the  national  gratilication  at  the  conduct  and  issue  of 
this  campaign  in  more  unmeasured  or  more  eloquent  language  than  did  the 
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right  bon.  gentlemna— hfkd  Sir  William  Harcourt  '  clothed  himself  with  the 
uudefinable  attributes  of  the  Jinjjo  '  1  With  Mr.  Morley's  protests  against 
the  vnchriBbian  cry  of  vengeance  for  the  death  of  Gordon,  with  his  denuncia- 
tion of  »  policy  of  opening  new  markets  by  means  of  Maxim  guns  and  the 
rnthleas  slaughter  of  barbarians,  he  and  aver;  Liberal  in  the  country  na» 
m  the  mo«t  hearty  sympathy. 

Tbue  Ihpbkialibh. 
"  He  also  agreed  with  Mr.  Morley's  definition  of  what  he  called  the  true 
ImperulLnm  as  diatinguished  from  the  bastard  and  spurious  kind  of  which 
they  had  aeon  so  much.  He  said  Mr.  Oharaberlain  hud  been  defining  a  'Little 
Englandor,'  and  the  right  hon.  gentleman  told  them  that  a  'liittle  Englander' 
was  one  who  believed  that  expansion  carried  with  it  obligations  out  of 
proportion  to  its  advantage.  Well,  he  was  not  a  Little  Englander.  He  hud 
oooae  across  a  fair  number  in  his  time,  but  he  had  never  come  across  the 
most  extreme  who  would  subscribe  to  Mr.  Chamberlain's  definition  in  that 
crude  and  unqualified  form.  He  would  rather  say.  altering  Mr.  Chamberlain's 
form  of  words,  that  a  true  Imperialist,  the  Imperialist  who  professed  the  gospel 
as  laid  down  by  Mr.  Mortey  in  his  speech  the  other  nighl^  was  the  man  who 
believed  in  such  expansion,  and  in  such  expansion  only,  as  carried  with  it 
advantages  not  out  of  proportion  to  its  obligations.     .  .     Let  the  Liberal 

party  not  forget  when  attempts  were  made  to  represent  them  as  being  divided 
into  two  camps  that  the  weightiest  protest  made  gainst  this  reckless 
enlargement  both  of  territories  and  Imperial  responsibilities  was  mode  by 
Lord  Rosebery  in  his  memorable  speech  in  Edinburgh  when  resigning  the 
leadership  in  October,  1896.  The  truth  was  that  tested  by  any  concrete  case 
be  believed  that  ninety-nine  Liberals  out  of  every  hundred  were  agreed  both 
aa  to  the  objects  and  to  the  temper  of  our  foreign  policy.  It  was  not  the 
policy  but  the  methods  to  which  they  objected.  It  was  the  policy  which 
alternated  between  concession  and  menace,  which  was  one  diiy  blustering 
about  isolation  and  the  next  day  whistling  for  alliances.  That  was  the  kind 
of  foreign  policy  which  brought  nations  both  into  danger  and  disrepute." 


The  confusion  into  which  the  question  of 
DBFiNlTtoNa  ImperiallBm,  Jingoism,  Little  En(;Iandism.  and 

what  not  has  got  is  shown  clearly  enough  by 
the  attempts  to  define  the  various  terms. 

Mr.  John  Morley,  at  Brechin,  on  January  17th,  said  : — 
"  I  am  asked — '  Well,  but  you  complain  of  jingoism  ;  will  you  define 
jingo?'  Now,  that  is  a  very  old  controversial  device  to  ask  your  opponent 
for  a  definition,  because  when  you  ask  for  a  definition  you  can  easily  carry 
yoor  man  from  things  bo  words.  I  suppose  that  Sir  William  Harcourt,  if  he 
were  challenged  in  the  case  which  he  is  now  arguing  before  the  people  of 
England — and  I  am  usingthe  word  England  advisedly  here  with  the  English 
Biahope — England  is  right  in  that  sense^the  English  Bishom  would  never 
agree  with  Sir  William  Harcourt  as  to  the  definition  of  Protestant,  for 
example.  I  could  not  define  elephant,  but  I  should  know  one  when  I  aaw 
one,  and  although  I  cannot  feet  bound  to  define  a  jingo,  I  know  one  when  I 
see  him.  I  like  the  word — it  is  terse,  it  is  picturesque,  it  is  melodious,  it  is 
well  understood,  and  I  think  I  have  never  used  it  other  than  accurately.  I 
will  make  one  fair  offer  ;  I  will  define  Jingo  on  the  day  when  anybody  else 
will  define  '  little  Englander.' " 
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Mr.  Chamberlain  next  night— at  WolTerbampton,  on  January  IStli — 
took  up  Mr.  Morley's  challenge  ; — 

"I  observe  that  last  night  Mr.  Uorley  challenged  me — or  was  it  the 
whole  UnioniBt  party  T  I  am  not  quite  sure— to  find  a  de&nition  for  '  Little 
Englander,'  and  he  pledged  himself  if  I  succeeded  that  he  on  his  part  would 
hnd  a  definition  for  the  word  'jingo.'  I  accept  the  challenge,  and  I  sliall 
look  to  Mr.  Morlej  to  redeem  his  pledge.  The  '  Little  Engluider  '  is  amoit 
loho  luMttitly  bdievei  that  tht  aepantion  of  IhU  eoittifry  carries  with  it  oMiga- 
iiota  uAich  areoiU  of  proportion  toifa  adTmUaga," 

At  the  same  moment  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach  (at  Bristol)  was  practi- 
cally  declaring  himself  a  "  little  Englander,"  according  to  Mr.  Cham- 
berlain's deGnition : — 

"  Referring  to  the  forei((n  policy  of  the  country,  ha  said  they  must  care- 
fully bear  in  mind  the  wise  and  weighty  words  the  Prime  Minister  had  used 
upon  that  subject.  We  were  a  very  great  and  powerful  countiy.  It  was 
our  destiny,  and  our  necessity  to  expand  into  the  various  parts  of  tb« 
civilised  world,  but  we  must  remember  that  other  countries  had  the  same 
ambition.  We  must  not  think,  great  and  [lowerful  as  ws  were,  we  could 
appropriate  the  whole  world  to'ourselves.  Lonl  Rosebery  once  said  tliat  we  had 
added  to  the  empire  many  millions  of  square  miles,  and  they  would  require 
a  good  deal  of  digestion.  It  was  of  no  use  for  us  to  add  to  our  territories 
more  territory  than  we  could  digest.  We  could  not  do  everything  at  once, 
and  in  his  opinion  we  ehould  be  wiser  for  the  moment  if  we  attempted  rather 
to  develop  what  we  had  already  acquired  than  to  add  still  further  to  the 
extent  of  our  Empire.  That  was  the  direction  in  which  our  energies  to  his 
mind  ought  now  to  be  devoted.  Every  extension  of  our  Empire  meant  an 
increase  of  our  army,  jwssibly  also  our  navy.  Our  navy  might  be  increased 
indefinitely,  subject  to  the  supply  of  seamen ;  but  our  army  was  not  capable 
under  our  present  system  of  indefinite  extension.  Therefore  we  were 
endeavoring,  so  far  as  we  could,  to  utilise  our  subject  races.  That  was  an 
excellent  and  successful  policy  up  to  a  certain  point,  but  it  was  apoUcy, 
again,  which  was  incapable  of  indefinite  expansion,  because  it  would  be  a 
bad  day  for  this  country  if  we  trusted  for  the  maintenance  of  our  Empire 
and  our  power  to  foreign  mercenaries  rather  than  to  our  own  people.  There  - 
fore  he  thought  they  would  be  wise  to  carry  out  the  policy  he  haa  advocated. 
We  should  Lie  careful  to  maintain  our  interests,  wherever  those  interests 
were  affected,  by  the  whole  strength  of  the  Empire,  but  we  should  also  be 
careful  not  to  take  upon  ourselves  greater  burdens  than  we  could  bear.  We 
should  consider  in  our  foreign  policy  the  jost  rights  and  interests  of  others, 
as  well  as  our  own,  and  in  that  way  he  thought  we  might  with  honor  and 
with  peace  hand  down  to  our  successors  an  Empire  greater,  wealthier,  freer, 
and  better  than  that  which  we  had  inherited  ourselves." 

Mr.  Aaquith  at  Louth,  on  Jannary  19th,  gave  a  deGnition  of  a  "true 
Imperialist " : — 

"  A  true  Imperialist  ...  is  the  man  who  believes  in  such  expansion 
and  in  such  expansion  only  as  carries  with  it  advantages  not  out  of  propor- 
tion to  its  obligations." 

Mr.  Morley,  at  Montrose,  on  the  some  night,  set  out  what  he  called 
"  the  creed  of  the  Jingo  " : — 

"Firgt,  that  territory  was  territory,  and  all  territory  was  worth 
acquiring. 
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"Second,  that  alt  territory,  especially  if  anybody  happened  to  want  it,  waa 
worth  paying  any  price  for. 

* '  Third,  that  this  country  poeseased  the  purse  of  Fortunatus,  bulging  and 
OTerflowinf;  with  gold,  and  waa  free  to  fling  millions  here  and  there  with  the 
certainty  that  benignant  fairies  would,  by  magic,  make  them  good,  and  so 
lat  us  spend  easy  with  lavish  hand  and  a  free  conscience. 

"  The  fourth  article  of  the  creed  was — do  not  show  the  slightest  regard 
to  the  opinions  of  other  nations  and  you  have  no  share  whatever  in  the  great 
collective  responsibility  of  civilised  people  as  joint  guardians  of  the  interests 
of  peace  and  good  order  to  the  State  system  of  Europe. 

"  Thofijlh  article  of  the  jingo  creed  was  that  the  interests  of  the  people 
of  this  country — and  he  here  drew  no  distinction  between  closseaand  masses 
-—advancement  in  all  the  arts  of  civilised  life  and  well-being,  their  needs  and 
their  requirements,  were  completely  and  utterly  a  secondary  and  subordinate 
question.  Such,  he  thought,  were  some  of  the  main  articles  of  the  Im- 
perialiste'  creed.  Let  him  say  plainly  as  a  representative  addressing  his 
constituents  with  the  full  responsibility  of  putting  before  them  the  reasons 
of  his  belief  that  he  repudiated  these  articles  that  he  had  enumerated  coot 
and  branch,  and  the  whole  scheme  of  policy  which  had  been  built  up  and 
reared  upon  them  he  repudiated  as  an  illusion,  a  superstition,  and  a  great 
national  danger." 

May  we  venture  to  say  that  on  this  definition  there  are  no  JinKoas  in 
the  Liberal  party,  and  that  in  that  case  a  protest  against  Liberal 
Jingoism  hard);  seems  essential  1 


Some  of  the  questions  in  dispute  between 

Nbwfoukdland.       Great  Britain  and  France  have  been  solved,  by 

"graceful  concessions"  or  otherwise,  but  the 

question  of  the  Newfoundland  shore  has  still  to  be  adjusted.     It  will 

be  convenient  shortly  to  set  out  the  facts : — 

(1)  The  treaty  rights  in  Newfoundland,  which  it  is  not  in  dispute 
the  French  possess,  are  to  be  found  in  the  13th  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Utrecht,  concluded  in  1713  : — 

"  The  island  called  Newfoundland  with  the  adjacent  islands  shall  from 
this  time  forward  belong  of  right  wholly  to  Great  Britain.  .  .  .  More- 
over, it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  subjects  of  France  to  fortify  any  place  in 
the  said  island  of  Newfoundland,  or  to  erect  any  buildings  there  besides 
stages  made  of  boards  and  huts  necessary  and  usual  for  drying  of  fish,  or  te 
resort  to  the  said  island  beyond  the  time  necessary  for  &Hhing  and  drying  of 
6sh.  But  it  shall  be  allowed  to  the  subjects  of  France  to  catch  fish  and  bo 
dry  them  on  land  in  that  part  only  and  in  no  other  besides  that  of  the  said 
island  of  Newfoundland  which  stretches,  etc." 

(2)  The  Treaty  of  Paris,  in  1763.  confirmed  this  right  without 
alteration  or  moditication. 

(3)  The  Treaty  of  Versailles  of  1783  altered  the  boundaries  of  the 
shore  on  which  tlie  French  were  at  liberty  to  exercise  their  rights 
of  fishery,  but  left  the  rights  themselves  untouched.  In  a  declara- 
tion by  tho  King  (George  III.)  appended    to  the  treaty  he  said : — 
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"  The  13th  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  and  the  method  of  carrying 
on  ^e  fishery  vhich  haa  at  all  times  been  acknowledged  shall  be  the  plan 
upon  which  the  fishery  shall  be  ouried  on  there.  It  shall  not  be  deviated 
from  by  either  party,  the  French  fishermen  building  only  their  ecaffolds, 
ooofijiing  themselves  to  the  repair  of  their  fishing  vessels,  and  not  winteriuR 
there ;  the  subjects  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  on  their  part  not  molesting  in 
■ny  manner  the  French  fishermoa  during  their  fishing  nor  injuring  their 
ocaffolds  during  their  absence. " 

It  will  be  Been  that  these  treaties  give  the  right  to  the  French  to 
catch  "fish,"  and  in  that  purpose  to  use  what  has  come  to  be  known 
as  the  "French  shore."  The  French  contend  that  the  word  "  fish  " 
includes  "lobster"— a  contention  Great  Britain  does  not  admit, 
although  in  1890  we  came  to  a  modus  vivendi  with  France,  by  whioli 
existing  French  lobster  factories  were  allowed  to  remain,  whilst  no  new 
British  lobster  factories  are  permissible.  We  also  contend  that  the 
French  have  a  mere  fishery  right  which,  in  point  of  fact  they  have 
int«rpret«d  to  mean  almost  a  complete  sovereignty.  According  to  Mr. 
Chamberlain  {at  Wakefield,  on  January  18th) ; — 

"They  (the  Frendi)  have  on  various  occasions  attempted  to  interfere 
with  British  trade,  to  prevent  mining  operations,  to  interfere  with  the  con- 
struction of  railways,  to  prevent  the  erection  of  piers  and  bridges,  and 
^nerally  to  put  a  stop  to  the  whole  development  of  the  country.  They  have, 
in  fact,  by  means  of  the  alleged  right  given  to  them  under  those  anticjuated 
treaties,  strangled  our  colony  in  Newfoundland,  and  have  done  that  without 
a  penny  of  advant^e  to  theniselves." 

The  question  of  the  French  fisheries  on  the  "  French  shore "  muat 
not  be  confounded  with  the  question  of  the  French  fisheries  on  the 
Newfoundland  Bank — which  are  still  in  dispute.  Mr.  Chamberlain  on 
the  same  occasion  said  : — 

' '  According  to  the  last  returns  the  fisheries  on  the  Newfoundland  shore, 
which  cost  the  French  Government  heavy  bounties,  only  occupy  five  French 
ships,  and  including  the  lobster  fisheries,  which  it  seems  to  me  have  no  right 
to  be  there  at  all,  only  employ  less  than  700  men  all  told.  That  is  the 
whole  present  interest  of  the  French  nation  and  the  French  Government  in 
these  ancient  rights  on  the  shore  of  Newfoundland.  I  must  make  one 
further  remark  in  order  that  I  may  not  be  misunderstood  to  confuse  their 
right«  on  the  treaty  shore  of  Newfoundland  with  their  rights  in  regard  to  the 
fiSieries  on  the  Newfoundland  Bank,  which  is  a  very  different  thing.  That 
is,  no  doubt,  an  important  right,  open  to  all  the  world,  with  which  wo  have 
not  the  slightest  intention  of  interfering,  and  which  is  only  important  to 
France  since,  I  believe,  something  like  6,000  or  7,000  men  are  employed  in 
the  fishery.  But,  so  far  a9  regards  the  shore  and  the  rights  upon  that  shore, 
can  you  wonder  that  a  French  admiral  should  recently  have  said  that  they 
are  not  of  the  slightest  value  to  the  French  navy,  and  cannot  you  see  how 
easy  it  would  be  tor  the  French  Government,  if  they  desire,  as  I  believe 
they  do,  to  put  their  relations  between  the  two  countries  on  a  better 
footing,  how  easy  it  would  bo  for  them  to  abandon  these  antiquated  rights 
for  satisfactory  compensation— rights  which  I  have  shown  to  be  of  no  re^  or 
substantial  value  to  them,  although  they  interfere  with  the  prosperity  of  a 
British  colony?" 
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The  sitiution  is  conciseljr  summed  up  in  a  recent  article  in  the  Timet : — 
"  The  interest  acquired  by  Freacta  subjects  in  the  lobater  industry  of  the 
Newfoundland  coast  adda  to  the  deairabilitj  of  effectin);  a  definite  settlement 
of  die  treaty  shore  question.  But  the  interest  which  has  been  acquired  in 
this  industry  ranks  among  the  abuses  of  custom  which  have  sprung  up  round 
the  treaty  rights,  and,  while  it  will  doubtless  receive  kindly  consideration, 
the  existeaoe  of  permanent  tinninf;  factories  can  hardly  claim  to  have  legal 
jostification  under  a  treaty  which  specifically  restricts  the  rights  of  French 
fiahennen  on  the  Newfoundland  coast  to  the  building  of  scaffolds  and  the 
repair  of  their  fishing  vessels.  That  the  lobster. industry  can  ever  have  been 
considered  as  forming  a  portion  of  French  treaty  rightit  is  an  illustration  of 
the  oonfusion  of  rights  with  interests  which  has  been  allowed  to  prevail  in 
previous  discussions  of  this  question.  It  is  time,  in  the  interests  of  both 
couutrias,  that  this  confusion  should  come  to  an  end.  The  Royal  Gommis- 
siott  which  lately  spent  some  months  in  inquiring  into  the  treaty  shore 
question  upon  the  spot  will  probably  present  its  report  in  the  course  of  a 
few  weeks,  and  material  will  then  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Qcvemment  for  full 
considentiou  of  the  question." 


The  above  map  will  make  cleai-  the  geography  of  the  matter.  The 
shaded  part  of  the  shore  is  that  upon  which  the  French  have  the 
rights  connected  with  fishing.  The  dlapnt«  is  one  which  in  reality 
uoght  to  have  been  settled  long  ago — had  Lord  Salisbury  reaUy  been 
as  fond  of  reasonable  bargains  as  "graceful  concessions,"  we  should 
have  had  a  Newfoundland  settlement  aa  a  qnid  pro  quo  for  (say)  the 
Touia  Convention. 
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Itwill  not  have  escaped  the  attention  of  onr 

The  Excess  of  readers  that  in  the  statement  of  British  imports 
Imports.  and  exports  which  we  publish  month  by  month 

the  imports  always  exceed  the  exports^the 
goods  we  buy  amount  to  millions  more  in  value  than  the  goods  we  )*ell. 
Is  there  anything  wrong  or  lamentable  in  this  1  Ought  we  to  lament 
the  fact  or  rejoice  in  it  ?  These  were  the  questions  which  Sir  Robert 
Oi£Fen  set  himself  to  answer  in  his  recent  paper  to  the  Boyal 
Statistical  Society.     His  conclusions  may  be  summarised  as  follows  :  — 

(1)  Tlig  excess  of  imports  itUo  this  country  is  neither  singular  nor 
novel.—lhnTB  ia  on  balance  an  excess  of  imports  when  the  imports  and 
exports  of  the  different  countries  of  the  world  are  added  together. 
This  is  the  result  of  the  usual  method  of  valuing  the  imports  and 
exports— the  former  at  the  place  of  arrival,  and  the  latter  at  the  place 
of  departure—  so  that  as  the  exports  of  one  country  become  the 
imports  into  another,  the  aggregate  im[>ort«  have  necessarily  added  to 
them  the  cost  of  conveyance  from  the  country  which  they  left,  and  the 
aggregate  imports  are  consequently  larger  by  so  much  than  the  aggre- 
gate exports.  It  is  nob  singular,  therefore,  that  a  country  like  the 
United  Kingdom  should  show  an  excess  of  imports.  The  excess  is 
also  not  a  new  thing  in  our  cose,  because,  since  the  year  1854,  from 
which  date  exact  comparisons  can  be  made,  we  know  that  there  has 
been  uniformly  an  excess  of  imports  and  an  increasing  excess,  the 
amount  rising  from  37  million  pounds  on  the  average  of  the  three 
years  1854-56  to  about  120  million  pounds  on  the  average  of  the  three 
years  1878-80,  and  to  140  million  pounds  on  the  average  of  the  three 
years  1893-95.  The  average  at  the  present  time  is  probably  still 
higher — about  160  million  pounds. 

(2).  TA«  excess  of  imports  m  subject  to  great  Jluctuations  like  the 
imports  and  exports  themselves. — Although  the  figure  of  120  million 
pounds  was  reached  about  1878-80,  the  amount  fell  to  91  million 
pounds  on  the  average  of  the  three  years  1884-86,  and  to  95  million 
pounds  on  the  average  of  the  three  years  1887-89,  the  figure  in  1886 
being  also  as  low  as  80  million  pounds,  and  in  1887,  82  million  pounds. 
The  tendency  apparently  is  for  the  excess  of  imports  to  increase  in 
years  when  the  credit  of  foreign  countries  or  British  possessions 
decreases,  and  vice  versa. 

(3).  The  source  of  the  excess  of  imports. — There  are  three  principal 
reasons  in  the  case  of  England  for  the  excess  : — 

(a)  The  payments  made  for  services  rendered  in  carrying  goods  and 
passengers  in  ships. 

(6)  The  mooey  earned  in  commissions,  England  being  the  commer- 
cial centre  of  the  world's  trade. 

(c)  England  is  one  of  the  countries  which  has  become  entitled  to 
the  receipt  of  large  interest  and  prn&ts  from  other  countries  on  account 
of  capital  which  it  has  invested,  and  business  which  it  carries  on,  in 
such  countries,  including  the  sums  receivable  by  English  subjects  in 
the  service  of  a  dependency  like  India. 
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(4)  Th*  amount  earned  in  this  way— Sir  B.   Qiffen's  estimates  are 
for  each  year. 


(a)  Freights  ("  invisible  exports ")  ...  60,000,000  ...  70,000,000 

(b)  Commiasions  16,000,000  ...  18,000,000 

(c)  Interest  and  profits  70,000,000  ...  90,000,000 

Bat  the  natare  of  the  data  preclude  exact  statement. 

(5)  !I7t«  earning*  of  akips. — The  increase  allowed  for  the  earnings  of 
ships  is  much  less  than  the  increase  of  our  mercantile  marine.  Bearing 
in  mind  that  the  equivalent  in  sailing  tons  of  steamers  is  considered  to 
be  four  times  the  tonnage  of  the  steamers,  we  have : — 

(/n  jnillion  tons). 

Equivalent 
Sailing.      Steam,     to  Sailing. 

1882 J  2A  14 

1898 24  6X  28i 

So  that,  if  the  earnings  of  the  ships  had  increased  proportionately  to 
what  they  were  in  1882,  the  figure  would  now  be  110  miUiou  pounds, 
as  compared  with  an  amount  between  70  and  80  million  pounds  above 
estimated.  But  along  with  the  increase  of  steam  tonnage,  however, 
there  has  been  a  great  increase  in  efficiency,  and  diminution  in  the 
cost  of  construction  and  working,  resulting  in  a  great  reduction  of 
freights,  and  it  is  not  possible  to  estimate  that  the  gross  earnings  have 
increased  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  the  fleet  itself. 

(6)  CommUgiom. — Increase  in  interest  and  profits  receivable  from 
abroad  is  evident,  first  of  all,  in  the  recorded  increase  appearing  in 
the  income-tax  returns,  which  is  from  about  twenty-eight  million 
ponnds  in  1880  to  fifty-six  million  pounds  in  the  last  year  for  which  the 
income-tax  returns  have  been  published.  The  figures  thus  apparent 
do  not  show  the  whole  income  received  in  this  country  from  abroad, 
bnt  we  may  argue  from  the  increase  in  the  known  and  visible  income 
Ibat  there  has  also  been  a  large  increase  in  the  income  which  cannot 
be  traced  in  the  income-tax  returns,  but  which  is  undoubtedly  receiv- 
able from  abroad.  Since  1880,  while  there  have  been  some  conspicuous 
defaults  in  foreign  countries  and  conversions  of  debt  reducing  the 
ioterests  payable,  there  has  also,  on  the  other  hand,  been  a  great  and 
sudden  increase  of  profits  from  countries  like  South  Africa  and  West 
Aastralia,  and  this  confirms  the  idea  that  there  has  been  a  great 
increase  of  the  income  due  to  this  country  from  abroad  in  the  last 
sixteen  or  eighteen  years. 

^7)  Compariaontoith /fyreign  couiUrieg, — 

(a)  Franca  has  an  excess  of  imports,  but  it  has  diminished  within 
the  last  sixteen  years.  The  explanation,  is  no  doubt,  that  France  differs 
from  the  United  Kingdom  in  not  having  a  large  and  increasing  mer- 
cantile fleet,  and  also  in  having  a  stationary  population,  so  that  the 
imports  into  France  have  not  the  same  cause  of  increase  as  they  have 
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in  England,  and  the  real  increase  that  may  have  occurred  is  conceded 
hj  the  fall  of  prices  in  the  interval. 

(6)  Germany  has  an  excess  of  imports,  which  has  just  begun,  and  ia 
likely  enough  to  increase. 

(c).  Th«  United  Statea  has  a  great  exc^eas  of  exports  which  has  in- 
creased very  much  during  the  last  year  or  two.  This  excess  of 
exports  ia  accounted  for  in  various  ways,  principally  by  the  fact  that 
the  United  States  ia  both  an  indebted  country,  so  that  it  has  interest  to 
remit  to  European  countries,  and  also  that  it  has  to  pay,  principally 
to  England,  for  the  conveyance  of  goods  and  passengers  in  the  foreign 
trade.  The  nominal  success  is  also  greater  than  it  would  otherwise  be 
in  consequence  of  imports  in  the  Unittxl  States  being  valued  not  at  the 
place  of  arrival,  but  at  the  place  of  departure,  so  that  the  imports  do 
not  appear  so  Urge  as  they  really  are. 

(8)  Th«  ttaiionarintft  nf  our  Exportt. — The  excess  of  imports,  it 
has  been  suggested,  may  be  a  oanse  for  the  stationariness  or  alleged 
stationariness  of  our  exports  themselves,  but  it  is  found  on  examina- 
tion, that  although  our  exports  of  late  years  have  not  increased  as 
they  did  in  the  ten  years  between  1S57  and  1867,  or  tlie  following  ten 
years,  yet  they  have  always  been  increasing  when  we  take  a  long 
period  into  consideration,  and  when  we  allow  for  the  great  changes 
caused  by  the  fall  of  prices,  which  affect  our  export  trade  by  diminish- 
ing the  value  of  the  raw  material  previously  imported  which  is  contained 
in  the  manufactures  that  we  export.  Apparently,  however,  the 
tendency  of  the  permanent  condition  of  our  trade — viz.,  that  we 
receive,  or  are  entitled  to  receive,  large  interest  from  foreign  nations — 
is  a  condition  likely  to  make  our  exports  less  then  they  would  other- 
wise be,  because  we  receive  so  much  from  foreign  countries  without 
having  to  give  any  commercial  equivalent.  The  purchasing  power  of 
foreign  countries  would  also  seem  to  have  been  affected  very  seriously 
by  the  fall  of  prices  which  bos  taken  place  during  the  last  thirty  years, 
as  it  has  diminished  their  ability  to  pa;  their  debts  and  left  them  a 
smaller  surplus  for  other  things. 

(9).  Changea  in  Foreign  Trade. — Coal  and  shipping  now  occupy  in 
our  foreign  trades  the  chief  place  held  in  turn  by  (o)  wool,  (6)  woollen 
mannfactures,  (c)  cotton  manufactures,  and  (d)  iron  and  iron  manufac- 
tures. 

(10).  The  Fariatiotu  in  Trade. — Some  of  the  complaints  as  to  the 
falling  off  of  our  foreign  exports  in  certain  directions  and  the  causes  of 
it  are  probably  not  quite  well  founded.  May  not  the  explanation  of 
many  of  these  complaints  be  in  part  that,  as  our  trade  cannot  develop 
equally  in  all  directions,  our  merchants  and  manufacturers  have  let  slip 
the  trade  in  certain  directions  where  they  could  not  maintain  the  rat^ 
of  wages  and  profit  which  they  were  earning  in  other  directional  Their 
energy  and  capacity  generally  have,  however,  not  failed  them,  as  is 
witnessed  by  the  general  prosperity  of  the  country.  Many  such 
changes  must  always  be  occurring  in  a  widely  extended  trade,  and  we 
can  only  prevent  false  conclusions  from  being  drawn  by  looking  at  the 
subject  as  a  whole,  and  not  at  one  or  two  details  merely. 
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(11)  Th«  Future  Courge  nf  Trade. — Without  attempting  to  predict 
what  the  fatare  course  of  trade  will  be,  it  ig  pointed  out  that  the  in- 
crease of  civilisation,  while  it  may  increase  the  foreigo  trade  in  the 
aj^^regate,  does  not  necessarily  increase  the  proportion  of  that  foreign 
trade  to  the  whole  business  of  the  country.  It  may  or  may  not  be 
the  foreign  trade  that  will  develop  specially  in  future,  although  trade 
generally,  including  both  home  and  foreign,  is  certain  to  increase 
largely  as  inventions  and  the  use  of  machinery  continue  to  increase. 
Without  a  general  survey  of  trade,  no  opinion  can  be  justified  to  the 
effect  that  a  decline  of  English  trade  generally  has  begun  or  is  at  hand. 
The  decline  appears  improbable,  because  with  abundant  capital  and 
ener;gy  people  can  exchange  with  each  other  indefinitely,  can  make  and 
consume  what  they  most  require,  and  to  a  country  like  England,  with 
a  iarge  credit  in  foreign  countries,  this  would  be  sufficient  to  ensure  all 
that  they  can  want  from  abroad  and  ample  prosperity  at  home. 


We  give  below  the  figures  relating  to  the 
British  Tbadb.        Imports  and  Exports  for  December,  along  with 
a  table  showing  the  year's  trade  to  date,  as 
compared  with  the  same  period  during  1897  : — 


Decbubbb,  1898. 

Month  ending  31.t  Dec 

inore-a 

DMNue. 

189S. 

1897. 

Im     rte 

£ 
45,332,608 
26,S14,361 

5,636,953 

£ 
41,334,636 
24,309,331 

4,989,178 

£ 
3,998,072 
1,658,252 

546,775 

£ 

EiportB       

Be-exportB  of  Foreign  ^ 

and                V 

Colonial  Merchandise  J 

— 

Total 

77,382,922 

70,633,0*8 

ATet  6,203,099 

Tbar'b  Tradb  to  Bate. 


For  Hie  twelire  months  ending 

locraue. 

Decrease. 

aiamec-sa 

31«tDoo..'9T. 

£ 
470,604,198 
294,009,991 

60,619,199 

£ 
461,028,960 
294,174,118 

69,954,410 

£ 
19,575,238 

664,789 

£ 

B#-export8  of  Foreign  ] 

and                } 

Colonial  UeichandijwJ 

826,233,388 

805,167,488 

Wet20,086,900 
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The  Convention,  signed  by  Lord   Cromer 
The  Soudan.  and  Boutroa  Oholli  (the  Egyptian  Minister  of 

Foreign  Affaira),  in  which  the  future  GoTem- 
ment  of  the  Soudan  is  settled,  practically  establishes  a  British  Protec- 
torate, if  not  indeed  something  more,  over  the  Soudan.  For  the 
Soudan,  now  that  it  has  been  recovered  from  the  Khalifa,  is  not  given 
back  to  Egypt,  to  whom  it  formerly  belonged,  so  as  to  be  on  all  fours 
with  Lower  Egypt.  No,  the  Soudan  is  to  be  under  the  joint  Uovem- 
ment  of  Great  Britain  aod  Egypt.  It  thus  becomes  clear  that  Lord 
Salisbury  now  acts  on  the  "  right  of  conquest  "  theory — which  ie  that 
what  was  under  the  sway  of  the  Khalifa  now  comes  under  the  sway 
of  the  Khalifa's  conquerors — viz..  Great  Britain  and  Egypt.  This 
seems  to  recognise  the  Khalifa  as  the  true  owner  of  the  territory  under 
his  subjection — which  is  what  up  to  now  has  never  been  admitted. 
He  has  always  been  treated  as  the  person  in  wrongful  possession  of  terri- 
tory rightly  Egyptian,  which  Egypt  intended  to  recover  for  herself  as 
soon  as  she  was  able.  Now,  apparently,  Lord  Salisbury  brushes  aside 
these  ancient  rights  of  sovereignty  in  order,  by  pleading  "  right  of  con- 
quest," to  give  Great  Britain  a  locus  standi  in  the  Soudan.  It  is  true 
that  in  his  telegram  of  September  9th,  from  Schulcht,  he  used  the 
words  "  right  of  conquest,"  bat  right  up  to  the  time  when  France 
evacuated  Fashoda  we  made  the  matter  an  Egyptian  one,  as  will  be 
seen  froui  reading  the  despatches.  The  Sirdar,  too,  in  claiming 
Fashoda,  hoisted  only  the  Egyptian  flag,  though  now  the  British  flag 
is  to  be  hoisted  t«o.  In  fact,  the  diplomacy  was  badly  muddled,  as  it 
usually  is,  and  it  is  impossible  to  tind  out  from  the  Blue  Books  any 
clear  distinct  line — except  that  the  French  never  bad  a  case,  and,  in 
fact,  hardly  ever  seriously  attempted  to  make  out  one. 

The  Soudan  Convention  says  in  its  preamble  : — 

"  And  whereas  it  is  desired  to  give  effect  t«  the  claims  which  have  accrued 
to  her  Britannic  Majesty's  Government  by  right  uf  conquest  to  share  in  the 
present  settlement  and  future  working  and  development  of  the  said  system 
and  leRialatton." 

There  are  three  classes  of  territory  south  of  the  22nd  pai'allel  of 
latitude  to  which  the  Convention  applies : — 

(1)  Territory  continiMHialy  Egyptian,  e.g.,  Wady  Haifa. 

(2)  Territory  once  Egyptian,  then  Derviih,  now  reconquered,  e.g., 
Khartoum,  Fashoda. 

(3)  Formerly  Egyptian,  not  Dervish,  and  ttill  to  be  recovered,  e.g., 
the  Bahr-el-Gh^al. 

Except  for  Suakim,  where  the  Egyptian  flag  is  to  fly  alone,  the  British 
and  Egyptian  flags  are  to  fly  over  the  whole  of  this  territory.  The 
Soudan  is  not  to  be  treated  as  a  part  of  Egypt,  and  the  Convention 
lays  down  the  following ; — 

(1)  The  Capitulations  in  force  in  Egypt  do  not  extend  to  the 
Soud^,  which  is  to  be  for  the  present  under  martial  law. 

(2)  The  policy  of  the  "  Open  Door  "  is  recognised. 
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(3)  The  trade  in  slaves  ia  abolished,  though  not  apparently  slavery 
it*elf  :— 

"  The  iinpurtatioD  of  slaves  into  tha  Soudan,  as  also  their  exportation,  is 
afaeolut«lj  prohibited.  ProviRion  shall  he  made  b;  proclamation  for  the 
enforcement  of  the  regulation." 

{4)  The  provisions  of  the  Brussels  Act  of  1890,  regulating  the 
sale  of  firearms  and  drink,  are  to  be  observed. 

It  is  all  to  the  good  that  the  Soudan  is  not  to  be  treated  as  a  part 
of  Egypt  so  far  aa  its  administrative  welfare  is  concerned,  for  the 
Capitulations  (by  which  each  foreigner  is  amenable  not  to  the  local  law, 
but  to  that  of  his  country  of  origin)  lead  to  all  kinds  of  abuse  and 
difficulties. 

It  remains  to  be  seen  what  will  be  done  with  reference  to  the 
Bahr-el-Ghazal.  "  Right  of  conquest "  does  not  apply  to  this,  since  it 
was  not  in  the  possession  of  the  Khalifa.  Here,  in  order  to  get  the 
French  out,  it  will  be  necessary  to  hark  back  to  ancient  sovereign 
rights  possessed  by  Egypt. 

It  is  worth  noting  that  the  Soudan  Budget  for  1 899  shows  receipts 
£B39,dOO,  and  expenditure  £E356,755.  The  deficit  will  be  provided 
from  the  receipts  of  Egypt  proper.  A  joint  "  right  of  conquest "  does 
not  seem  to  imply  a  joint  duty  of  contribudon. 


Prominent  among  the  incidents  of  the  past 

Sir  Edward  Clarke   month  was  the  publication  of  a  waspish  letter, 

AKD  THE  written  by  Sir  Edward  Clarke,  Q.C.,  M.P.,  on 

"Natiomal  Glad-     the  subject  of  the  Kational  Memorial  to  Mr. 

STOMK  Memorial."     Gladstone.     As  is  well-known,  Sir  Edward  is 

M.P.     for    Plymouth ;    and    on   January  the 

3rd   a   statement    appeared    in   the    Western    Daily  Mercury  to  the 

efiect  that  a  meeting  was  to  be  held  in  Plymouth  to  stimulaM  interest 

in  the  National  Memorial.     It  was  added  that  leading  members  of 

both  political  parties  were  cordially  co-operating  to  ensure  the  success 

of  the  meeting,  and  further  that  the  presence  of  both  the  members  of 

Parliament  for  Plymouth  was  expected,  Sir  Edward  Clarke  already 

being  in  the  town  for  the  purpose  of  delivering  his  annual  address  to 

his  constituents,  and  the  Liberal  Member,  Mr.  8.  F.  Mendl,  having 

arranged  to  come  from  London  for  the  express  purpose  of  attending 

the  meeting.     Sir  Edward   Clarke   lost   no  time  in  repudiating  the 

intention  ascribed  to  him,  and  in  the  next  day's  newspaper  the  people 

of  Plymouth  were  amazed  to  read  the  following  letter  from  his  pen : — 


"Sm, — I  am  somewhat  surprised  to  see  in  the  Wtsterti  DaUy  Mtrenr^ 
6L  to-day  an  announcement  that  I  am  expected  to  take  part  in  a  meeting  on 
Friday  next,  in  connection  with  what  is  called  '  The  National  Memorial  to 
Mr.  Oladatone.'    The  expectation  is  quite  unfounded. 
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"A  few  weeks  ago  Mr.  Slater— a  repreBentntJTe  ot  the  National 
Memorial  Committee— oalled  at  my  room  at  the  Etoysl  Courts,  and  aeked  me 
to  aasiat  him  in  his  work  for  this  Memorial  at  Pljnnnuth. 

'*  I  then  told  him  that  I  did  not  intend  to  subscribe  to  the  Memorial 
Fund  mTSsIf,  and  should  not  endeavour  to  induce  anyone  else  to  do  so. 

"I  pointed  out  to  him  that  the  subscriptions,  so  far,  did  not  represent 
any  strong  national  feeling,  as  the  greater  part  of  the  money  already 
obtained  had  been  Kiven,  mostproperly,  by  peers,  and  baronets,  and  knights, 
who  owed  their  titles  to  Mr.  Qtadstone,  Md  could  not  decently  refrain  from 
Bubsoribing. 

*"  He  asked  me  to  give  him  the  names  of  gentlemen  in  Plymouth  to  whom 
he  could  apply  for  help,  and  this  also  I  declined.  The  mention  of  my  name 
in  connection  with  the  meetiug  was,  therefore,  quite  unjuatilied. 

"  If  the  Radicals  think  that  they  are  under  an  obligation  of  gratitude  to 
Mr.  QIadstone,  that  is  their  affair,  and  they  can  erect  a  memorial  without 
the  assistance  of  those  who  think,  as  I  do,  that  the  country  is  under  no  such 
debt, 

"The  Grand  Hotel.  Plymouth.  ^**^"  *="*"■" 

January  3rd,  1899." 

This  letter  was  read  with  dismay  by  Sir  E!dw&rd's  supporters,  and 
with  indignation  by  bis  opponents.  The  Western  Mominp  New»,  the 
Unionist  organ  in  Plymouth,  vied  with  the  Mercury  in  reprobating 
the  tone  of  this  unfortunate  communication.  Indeed,  no  one  in 
Plymouth,  or,  for  that  matter,  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom — over 
which  the  letter  was  sent  broadcast  by  the  news  agencies — had  a  word 
to  aay  in  its  justification. 

The  practical  effect  of  the  letter  in  Sir  E.  Clarke's  own  oonatitaency 
was  to  make  the  Oladstone  Memorial  meeting  a  complete  success. 
Not  for  many  years  had  such  a  representative  assembly  foregathered 
in  the  town.  The  Mayor  of  Plymouth,  Alderman  Pethick,  a  staunch 
pillar  of  Conservatism,  presided,  and  he  waa  supported  by  the  Earl  of 
Morley  (a  Liberal  Unionist),  by  Alderman  Law  {a  Conservative  ex- 
Mayor),  and  by  many  other  prominent  Conservatives  and  Unionists, 
together  with  all  the  leading  Liberals  of  the  town  and  district.  Lord 
Morley  proposed  the  resolution  approving  the  objects  of  the  National 
Memorial.  Neither  Lord  Morley,  nor  any  of  the  speakers  who 
followed,  made  allusion  to  the  now  famous  letter,  but  his  lordship 
took  care  to  emphasise  the  non-political  character  of  the  Memorial, 
which  Sir  Edward  Clarke  bad  so  recklessly  impugned.  The  speakers 
at  the  meeting  included  Mr.  John  Shelly,  President  of  the  Liberal 
Unionist  Association  ;  Professor  Anthony,  Chairman  of  the  Liberal 
Association ;  and  the  Rev.  Samuel  Vincent,  President  of  the  Baptist 
Union.  Among  those  who  wrote  regretting  absence  and  expressing 
sympathy  with  the  movement  were  the  Rector  of  Steke  Damerel(Rev. 
S.  Gordon  Ponsonby),  the  Earl  of  St.  Germans  (Unionist),  and  the 
great  contractor.  Sir  John  Jackson  (Conservative),  who  is  carrying 
out  the  enormous  extension  works  at  Devonport  for  the  Admiralty. 

Although  the  Gladstone  appeal  came  concurrently  with  many 
other  demands  upon  the  local  residents,  a  large  sum  has  already  been 
subscribed  in  Plymouth. 
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Mr.  Balfour  has  never  concealed  the  deep 
Mb.  Balfour  and     interest  he  takes  in  the  subject  of  Irish  Univer- 

Iribb  UNiTERSiry  aity  Education,  and,  if  we  are  not  mistaken, 
Edccation.  he  once  described  himself  as  a  "missionary"  on 

the  subject.  It  is  one  that  is  full  of  difficulty, 
since  it  cuts  across  ordinary  party  lines,  and,  involving  religion, 
inevitably  leads  to  deep,  not  to  aay  angry,  feeling.  To  one  demand 
that  has  at  times  been  made — that  the  State  should  provide  and 
maintain  out  of  State  funds  »  purely  denominationaj  university 
managed  by  Roman  Catholics  for  Roman  CatholicB  only — there  is  no 
statesman  of  any  party  willing  to  accede.  Mr.  Balfour  thinlfs  he  has 
discovered  a  scheme  which  will  not  infringe  the  undenominational 
principle,  but  will,  at  the  same  time,  satisfy  the  legitimate  aspiration 
of  all  religions.  Before  outlining  it  he  discusses  the  necessity  for 
taking  any  action  at  all : — 

"  Why  (people  sometimes  ask)  establish  a  new  University  at  alii  Why 
not  leave  the  one  ezistuig  teaching  University  in  Ireland,  namely,  Trinity 
College,  to  meet,  by  a  natural  procexs  of  expansion,  the  groiring  educational 
needs  of  the  country  ? 

"  The  answer  is  threefuld. 

"  In  the  first  place  no  such  expansion  would  place  Queen's  College, 
Belfaet.  upon  a  sstiBfactory  footing.  Its  itatus,  if  the  wants  of  Ulster,  utd 
especially  of  the  great  Presbyterian  bodies  in  the  North,  are  to  be  adequate^ 
met,  should  be  raised  to  that  of  a  teaching  University,  properly  equipped. 
Such  a  prospect  is  for  ever  at  an  end  if  we  commit  ourselves  to  the  policy 
that,  while  Scotland  has  four  teaching  Univeisities,  Ireland  is  only  to 
have  one. 

"  In  the  second  place,  there  seems  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  Roman 
Catholic  population  will  in  the  future  avail  itself  of  Trinity  College  to  a 
greater  extent  than  it  has  done  in  the  past  Nor,  to  my  thinking,  at  least, 
ia  this  so  unreasonable  as  might  at  first  appear.  The  vast  majority  of 
etndente  in  that  great  University  are  Protestants.  Protestunt  services  are 
exclusively  performed  in  its  chapel.  At  this  moment  (as  it  happens)  the 
whole  of  its  teaching  staff  is  Protestant,  and  the  eminent  theologuin  who  is 
at  it«  head,  distinguished  in  many  departments  of  learning,  is  not  least  dis- 
tinguished as  a  brilliant  Protestant  champion  in  the  controversy  between 
Protestantism  and  Rome.  Now,  inuwiue  a  University  of  which  this  was  an 
accurate  description,  with  the  single  change,  that  wherever  the  word 
'Protestant'  occurred  the  words  'Roman  CatJiohc'  were  put  in  its  place, 
would  you  willioKly  send  there  any  Protestant  youth  for  whose  education 
you  were  responsible  1  For  myself,  I  answer  the  question  unhesitatingly  in 
the  n^^tive.  Perhaps  I  am  bigoted,  but,  if  so.  I  feel  assured  that  there  are 
many  Protestant  parents  to  be  found  not  less  bigoted  than  I ;  and  to  them 
at  least  I  may  confidently  appeal  not  to  condemn  others  for  doing  what  they 
under  Uke  circumstances  would  do  themselves. 

"  There  is  yet  a  third  point  to  be  considered.  Those  who  urge  that  the 
Roman  Catholics,  if  they  want  University  education,  should  flock  to  Trinity 
College  must  sorely,  if  they  are  sincere  in  recommending  this  remedy,  desire 
to  see  it  rapidly  and  effectually  applied.  I  frankly  acknowledge  that  I  do 
not  deetre  it-  Sooner  or  later  such  an  influx  roust  convert  a  University  now 
mainly  Protestant  into  one  mainly  Roman  Catholic.  A  Roman  Catholic 
ecclesiastic  would  be  Provost,  a  Roman  Catholic  majority  would  rule  the 
cotlege,  and  for  the  first  time  in  Ireland  since  the  reign  of  Queen  Klizabetl 
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a  Protestant  youth  could  no  longerget  the  best  kind  of  Uaiversit;  training 
amidst  Prot«BtBQt  surroundings.  Tnia  surely  would  be  a  stnmge  result  of 
Prot«stsnt zeal  ;  snd,  for  myself,  though  I  shall  not,  I  suppose,  be  oocusecl 
of  grudging  University  privileges  to  my  Roman  Catholic  fellow-countrymen, 
yet,  if  the  gift  is  to  bu  at  the  coat  of  so  violent  a  revolution  in  the  traditions 
of  Trinity  College,  I  could  almost  wish  that  it  were  withheld." 

The  scheme  favoured  by  Mr.  Balfour  is  to  constitute  two  new  Univer- 
sities.    There  would  then  be  : — 

1.  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  with  a  Proteitanl  "atmosphere." 

2.  St.  Patrick's   University,  Dublin,  with  a  Soman   Catholic 

"atmosphere." 

3.  Belfast  University  (abaorbing  Queen's  College),  with  a  Prsgb}/- 

lerinn  "  atmosphere." 

Both  the  two  new  Universities  (Noa.  2  and  3),  like  the  old  (No.  1), 
would  be  "  rigidly  subject  to  the  Test  Acta ;  all  scholarships  aivl 
lellowahips  paid  out  of  public  funds  would  be  open  to  competition, 
irrespective  of  creed  ;  no  public  endowiuent  would  be  given  to  chairs 
in  philosophy,  theology,  or  modem  history ;  professors  would  have  a 
right  of  appeal  against  unjust  dismissal ;  and  the  number  of  clergy  on 
the  governing  body  would  be  strictly  limited." 

Mr.  Balfour  adds  : — 

"  That  the  scheme  thus  sketched  out  violate.^  no  accepted  principle  of 
legislation,  that  it  confers  no  exceptional  privilege  upon  any  particolsr 
denomination,  I  hold  to  be  incontrovertible.  .  .  .  For  myself,  I  hope  it 
will  be  granted,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  granted  soon.  I  hope  so,  ns  a  Unionist, 
because  otherwise  I  know  not  how  to  claim  for  a  British  Parliament  that  it 
can  do  for  Ireland  all,  and  more  than  all,  tlist  Ireland  cuuld  do  for  herself. 
I  hope  so  as  a  lover  of  education,  because  otherwise  the  educational  interests 
both  of  Irish  Protestants  and  of  Irish  Boman  Catholics  must  grievously 
sufier,  and  suffer  in  that  department  of  education  the  national  importance  of 
which  ia  from  day  to  day  more  fully  recc^ised.  1  hope  so  as  a  Protestant, 
becauae  otherwise  too  easy  an  occasion  is  given  for  the  taunt  that,  iu  the 
judgment  of  Protestants  themselves,  Protestantism  has  somethijig  to  fear 
from  the  spread  of  knowledge." 

We  express  no  opinion  here  on  the  scheme,  but  it  should  be  pointed 
out  that  Mr.  Balfour's  appeal  is  in  form  and  substance  one  to 
hia  own  side.  He  aeema  to  be  pleading  with  the  Tory  who  would  be 
delighted  to  take  State  money  for  Protestantism  but  objecte  to  spending 
it  on  Boman  Catholicism.  So  far  as  Liberals  are  concerned,  the  ques- 
tione  are  entirely  ditlerent ;  they  are  rather: — (1)  Does  Ireland  want 
the  suggested  scheme  1  (2)  Is  the  matter  one  which  Irishmen  can 
decide  for  themselves  without  detriment  to  the  rest  of  the  country  t  (3) 
Is  there  any  obligation  on  Liberals  to  give  Ireland  something  of 
which  they  may  disapprove  on  the  merits,  but  which,  under  Home 
Bute,  Ireland  would  certainly  choose  for  herself? 
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The  Tories  are  beginnicg  to  boast  that  in 

Are  wb  all         foreign   policy  Liberals  have  come   round  to 

Tories  Now  1         their  way  of  thinking.    Mr.  Balfour  apparently 

interprets  the  unanimity  over  Foahoda  to  mean 

that  Liberals  at  last  admit  that  they  were  wrong  to  oppose  Lord 

B«acoQsfieId's  so-called  "Imperialism"— a  ludicrous  contention  when 

Ijord  Salisbury  himself  has  had  to  confess  that  Lord  BeaconsBeld  put 

all    Great   Britain's  money    "  on   the  wrong    horse."      Lord   George 

Samilton  has  been  saying  something  of  the  same  kind  (on  January 

26th)  at  Hanley  (a    singularly  appropriate    place,  by    the    way,    to 

say  it)  :— 

"  He  would  not  deBne  jingoism,  but  he  asserted  this  as  an  absolute  fact — 
that  no  man  could  be  true  to  Imperialiain  trhi>  was  a  sincere  Home  Ruler. 
If  they  turned  to  the  history  of  all  the  great  civilised  Powers  they  would  find, 
without  a  single  exception,  that  before  they  determined  upon  an  external 
expansiou  thej  went  through  the  preliminary  process  of  national  consolida- 
tion and  national  unity.  The  satisfactory  feature  of  the  present  position 
waa  that  their  political  opponents  had  greatly  changed  their  opinions  and 
they  were  now  gravitating  towards  the  opinions  always  held  by  the  Unionist 
party." 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  our  Empire  is  absolutely  built  up  upon  the 
Home  Rule  principle,  thanks  to  the  wisdom  of  Liberal  statesmen  in 
the  past.  Ixtrd  Salisbury  admitted  this  in  a  speech  at  the  Imperial 
Institute  on  June  18th,  1897  :— 

"  But  I  am  not  underratins  the  importance  or  the  dignity  of  the  younger 
Assemblies  who  are  associated  in  this  toast.  I  can  remember  considerable  mis- 
givings when  they  were  set  up,  and  1  am  bound  as  a  Tunj  to  confess  that  I 
was  not  entirely  free  from  those  misgivings.  But  I  am  biiund  also  to  con- 
fess that  they  were  entirely  without  foundation  and  mistaken.     .     .     ." 

Mo  one  imaj^nes  that  for  a  single  second  the  Colonies  would  retain 
their  connection  with  the  mother  country,  unless  they  had 
Home  Rule.  It  is  little  short  of  impertinence  for  Lord  George 
Hamilton  to  lecture  Liberals  on  Imperialism,  and  to  make  out  that 
"  we  are  all  Tories  now."  The  fact  that  Lord  Salisbury,  "  as  a  Tory," 
had  to  confess  that  he  was  wrong  ought  to  suffice  for  even  the  Indian 
Secretary. 


The   Hon.    A.     B.  Bathurst    is    the  Tory 

A  Rkvoltisg  Member    for    the     Cirencester     Division     of 

Peer.  Gloucestershire.     A  little  while  ago  he  wrote 

to   Lord  Sherborne   asking   him    to  take   the 

chair  at  one  of  his  meetings.     Here  is  the  Peer's  reply  :— 

"  Sherborne  House,  November  10th,  1898. 
"  My  T>BiM  Batburst,— It  would  not  be  much  use  my  taking  the  chair 
nt  your  meeting  at  Little  Barrington,  as  I  have  so  little  good  to  say  of  the 
present  Government,  which,  in  spite  of  its  immense  majority,  is  one  of  the 
feeblest  we  have  had  for  some  years. 
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"Lord  Salisbury's  weak  aod  cowardly  adroiniHtration  at  the  Foroigu 
Office  has  brought  ub  to  the  very  verge  of  a  war  with  France,  which  ba» 
adopted  the  estimate  formed  of  him  by  the  RussUu  diplomatist,  that  he  was 
s  lath  painted  to  look  like  iron,  and  tnoogtat  front  long  experience  that  be 
could  always  be  counted  upon  to  climb  down,  if  he  was  only  showD  a  bold 
front.  Thanks  to  the  resolute  and  politic  speech  of  Lord  Roaebery.th? 
Government  have  been  brought  to  see  that  any  similar  pattering  in  the 
matter  of  Faahoda  would  mean  their  own  esbinctiou.  Hence  Baron  de 
Oourcel  was  able  to  detect  a  much  firmer  tone  in  Lord  Salisbury  after  the 
meeting  of  the  last  Cabinet  Council  than  he  held  before  it.  It  ia  devoutly 
to  be  hoped  that  this  attitude  may  be  maintained  in  the  approaching  nego- 
tiations concerning  the  Bahr-el-Ohazal  boundary.  If  so,  the  thanks  of  Uie 
country  will  be  due  to  the  Opposition. 

"  Then  there  is  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach.  Sir  William  Earoouit,  with 
only  a  majority  of  16,  inflicted  a  laatiiw  blow  on  the  struggling  landowners 
by  the  crushing  death  duties.  Sir  Uichael,  with  a  majority  of  140,  baa 
found  himself  unable  to  abate  the  iniquity.  If  that  is  the  caae,  I  fail  to  aee 
what  it  matters  to  me  whether  a  Liberal  or  a  Conservative  presides  over  the 
Exchequer.  The  one  initiates  the  plunder,  the  other  continues  it.  The 
result  to  myself  is  the  same. 

"  A  crowning  piece  of  folly,  again  to  catch  votes,  he  has  flung  away  over 
a  million  sterling  of  tobacco  duties,  with  little  or  no  benefit  to  the 
consumer,  and  great  loss  to  the  revenue,  but  they  have  not  caught  the  votes. 

"  As  a  final  exhibition  of  feebleness  and  irresolution,  at  the  close  of  the 
Session  the  Government  suddenly  turns  round  upon  itself  in  the  matter  of 
vaccination,  abolishes  the  compulsory  clauses,  and  invents  a  peison  called  a 
conscientious  objector,  whose  special  function  it  will  be  to  reinvigoT«te 
amall-poi  and  restore  it  to  its  former  importance  as  one  of  the  chief  scourges 
of  humanity.  The  Government  is  apparently  quite  indifferent  to  results  of 
the  epidemic  ot  small-pox  at  Gloucester  two  years  ago,  provided  it  could 
catch  votes  at  Reading  this  year.  We  can  only  pray  that  they  may  fail  in 
their  efforts  to  extend  small-pox  as  signally  as  they  failed  to  catch  votes  at 
Reading.  Ton  may  make  what  use  you  please  of  this  letter. — Yours  very 
truly,  Shkkbo&nb." 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  odd  that  whilst  we  sympathise,  we  do  not 
agree  with  this  suffering  peer.  But  Lord  Salisbury  did  promise  that 
those  dreadful  death  duties  should  be  got  rid  of,  and  Lord  Sherborne 
is  entitled  to  complain  that  the  pledge  has  not  been  redeemed  by  Sir 
Miohael  Hicks-Beach. 


Lord  Sherborne  was  a  revolting  Peer  ;  the 

A   Rbvoltino  Rev.  the  Hon.  Walter  Vemey,  rector  of  Light- 

Cleric.  home,     Warwickshire,     a     brother    of     Lord 

Willoughby  de  Broke  and  uncle  of  the  Hon. 

R.  O,   Verney,    Conservative    member  for   the    Rugby   Division,    is 

a  revolting  cleric.      In  letters  declining  to  speak  at  a  Primrose  Lei^ue 

gathering  at  Tachbrooke  or   at  the  Leamington  Conservative   Club 

dinner,  Mr.  Verney  says  : — 

"At  present  I  have  severed  all  connection  with  the  Conservative  party. 
We  have  been,  as  clergy,  most  heartlessly  and  shamefully  treated  by  the 


)  by  Google 


Fctnuy,  1899.)  THK  LtBBRAL  HAQAXINB.  33 

ConserratiTe  Government  in  the  matter  of  the  rating  of  our  tithes,  and,  in 
the  interests  of  my  poorer  brethren,  I  have  been  compelled  at  last  to  make 
■  stand.  I  can  give  no  more  support  to  the  Conservative  party  or  the 
Primrose  League  till  we  have  some  measure  of  justice  dealt  out  to  ua.  It  is 
only  justice  we  ask  for,  and  not  dglee,  and  justice  we  mean  to  have.  But 
we  ahall  not  get  it  by  fencing  with  the  Government.  We  have  to  take  our 
coats  off  and  show  we  are  in  earnest. " 

The  rev.  guatleman  has  hitherto  always  been  a  prominent  politician 
aad  supporter  of  the  Conservative  party. 


The   Cobden  Club  is  a  club  to  which  all 
Thb  Cobdbn  Club's   Liberals  owe  a  great  debt  of  gratitude  for  its 
Nkw  Policy.  work  in  insisting  on  the  importance  of    the 

principle  of  Free  Trade.  The  fact  that  the 
dob  has  now  made  a  new  departure  must  be  our  excuse  for  printing 
in  full  the  important  memorandum  recently  issued,  signed  by  Lord 
F&rrer  and  the  late  Mr.  Richard  Oowing,  whose  recent  lamented  death 
will  be  fresh  in  the  minds  of  all : — 

"  Since  the  institution  of  Uie  club  in  1866  it  has  been  engaged  exclu- 
sively in  encouraging  the  growth  of  Free  Trade.  It  has  missed  no  oppor- 
toni^  that  presented  itself  whether  at  home  or  abroad,  of  giving  effect  to 
this  object,  without,  however,  directly  interfering  with  the  general  foreign 
or  domeetic  policy  of  thecountij.  But  the  committee  feels  that  the  relations 
of  the  great  powers  of  the  world  have  been  so  completely  altered  in  recent 
years  by  the  policy  of  territorial  expansion  which  is  being  pursued  by  each  of 
them,  that  the  time  has  come  when  it  may  be  well  to  reconsider  the  attitude  of 
e  and  reticence  with  regsrd  to  foreign  afiairs  that  has  been  maintained 
to  by  the  club. 
"  This  attitude  of  reserve  and  reticence  was  justified  by  the  fact  that,  up 


to  recent  times,  the  adoption  of  Free  Trade  by  foreign  c< 
country  a  purely  domestic  question  with  which  neither  the  British  Government 
nor  any  ot^nisation  of  Bntish  subjects,  such  as  this  club  is,  had  any  right 
of  direct  interference.  The  club  therefore  confined  its  efforts,  in  spreading 
the  principles  of  Free  Trade  abroad,  to  an  attempt  to  influence  the  opinions 
of  individual  subjects  of  foreign  powers. 

'*  But  the  policy  of  expansion  adopted  by  all  the  great  powers  raises  the 
qoeotioa  of  free  commercial  intercourse  in  a  new  and  extremely  important 
fomi.  In  this  form  the  committee  believes  that  the  world  is  gradually  coming 
to  recMfnise  that  the  question  cannot  be  settled  finally  by  any  nation  as  a 
purely  domestic  question.  If  adventurers  belonging  to  difierent  nations 
acquire  commercial  interests  in  what  Lord  Salisbury  has  called  a  "  derelict " 
country,  orin  a  country  hitherto  unoccupied  by  any  civilised  power  ;  and  if 
after  the  acquirement  of  these  interests  a  strong  civilised  power  takes 
poeseasion  of  the  country,  or  a  part  of  it,  it  is  coming  to  be  universally  felt 
that  the  commercial  policy  to  be  pursuedin  the  newly  acquired  country  ought 
not  to  be  determined  by  an  exclusive  reference  to  the  supposed  commercial 
interests  of  the  acquiring  power. 

"  Can  this  country  do  anything  to  give  strength  and  coherence  to  this 
feeling  ?  If  it  can.  then  it  appears  to  the  committee  that  it  clearly  falls  within 
the  scope  of  the  club's  work  to  promote  this  object. 
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"England's  tntereet  in  r«ference  to  unoccupied  or  derelict  countries, 
however  la^e  her  commercial  interest  in  them  raity  be,  ia  not  primariljr  the 
interest  of  acquisition.  But  it  Ji  i>rimaril7,  though  indirectly,  the  interest  uf 
orderly  Government.  And  secondarily,  hut  only  secondarily,  it  is  the  interest 
of  free  commerce.  For  it  ia  only  where  orderly  go varnment  first  prevails  that 
free  commerce  can  be  fully  secured  to  ua. 

"Now  it  haa  never  been  part,  oor  ought  it  ever  to  be  part,  of  the  declared 
policy  of  thia  country  in  relation  to  foreign  countries  to  maintain  that  they 
have  less  capacity  than  we  have  to  govern  countrifs  that  they  may  acquire 
And  in  which  both  they  and  we  may  have  interests.  Our  attitude  towards 
them  boa  often,  no  doubt,  been  tinged  and  corrupted  by  a  apirit  of  sus- 
picion and  jealousy.  But  on  the  whole  the  saner  policy  has  prevailed  that 
there  ia  room  in  the  world  for  all  the  peoples  of  the  world,  without  the  need 
of  quarrelling  as  to  the  liroita  of  the  aphere  of  each. 

"From  thia  it  follows  that,  in  reference  to  new  acquisitions  of  t«rritories 
by  foreign  countries,  the  sphere  of  conflict  between  us  and  them  is  narrowed 
to  the  question  of  commercial  interesta.  In  relation  bo  these  interests  our 
fixed  policy  has  been  the  acknowledgment  of  the  equal  rights  of  all  nations. 
It  has  been  the  policy  of  world-wide  Free  Trade.  It  ia  on  our  continued 
strict  adherence  to  this  policy  that  we  must  rely  if  we  are  ever  to  win  over 
other  nations  to  its  acceptance.  And  there  are  indications  that,  at  least,  in 
relation  tti  newly  acquired  territories,  many  nations  are  coming  to  recognise 
the  reasonableness  and  the  peaceful  character  of  the  policy.  It  will  be  our 
duty  to  maintain  valuable  trade  rights  already  acquired  in  temtorie.i  which 
other  powers  may  annex,  and  we  freely  recognise  the  necessity  of  being 
prepared  to  do  this.  But  if  this  country  will  honestly  stand  before  the  world 
and  say,  and  bya  course  of  consistent  conduct  prove,  that  ita  interest  in  any 
derelict  country,  or  in  any  country  unappropriated  by  a  civilised  power,  in 
which  other  peoples  also  are  interested,  is  purely  commercial,  we  believe  that 
it  can  gradually  draw  to  itself  sufficionUy  strong  moral  and  material  support 
from  the  rest  of  the  world  to  secure  the  peaceful  realisation  of  its  i>bjeot. 

"  And  no  country  in  the  world  is  by  ita  commercial  policy  so  fitted  as 
England  to  take  such  a  stand.  For  the  maintenance  of  the  '  Open  Door ' 
in  Die  dependencies  she  directly  governs  gives  her  immense  power  in  urging 
the  adoption  of  that  policy  on  other  nations.  The  freedom  which,  without 
regard  to  her  own  interest,  she  allows  to  her  self-governing  colonies  to  make 
whatever  tariff  they  think  advantageous,  only  adds  to  this  power  in  negotia- 
tion. For,  without  the  possibility  of  dispute  as  to  her  good  faith,  she  can 
assure  France,  or  Russia,  or  Germany,  that  while  she  willingly  recognises  the 
absolute  right  of  each  of  them  to  fix  whatever  tarilT  suits  theiu  in  their  own 
countries,  where  whatever  interest  English  subjects  may  have  has  grown  up 
under  their  law  and  government,  she  yet  cannot  recognise  that  they  have  a 
similar  right  in  countries  now  passing  under  their  control  and  where 
Englishmen  have  already  establiahed  interests.  She  can  honestly  aay  to 
those  countries,  'Wedonot  seek  to  enforce  thisas  a  rightin  our  own  case, 
and  we  dispute  and  muat  continue  to  dispute  your  claim  to  do  so.'  She 
might  also  add,  while  pointing  to  the  success  of  her  policy,  '  Drop  this 
chum,  and  we  shall  view  your  expansion  not  only  without  alarm  or  suspicion, 
but  with  sympathy  and  goodwill.' 

"  The  civilised  world  is  at  this  moment,  in  consequence  of  the  Tsar'H 
appeal,  considering  the  question  of  general  peace  and  disarmament.  If  the 
views  which  have  just  been  expressed  have  any  truth  or  substance  in  them, 
then  no  consideration  of  thia  question  can  produce  any  permanent  or  satis- 
factory result  unless  some  understanding  is  first  arrived  at  on  the  question 
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J  policy.  Nor  without  this  imdanrtAnding  is  it  easy  to  see  that 
intemation&l  arbitration,  which  is  the  naceB8ar7  instrument  of  peace,  eaa 
«Ter  hftTO  uiy  laitce  or  real  scope  of  operation.  But  once  establish  a  oommunit; 
ot  intonst  in  trade  and  commerce— and  it  is  obvious  that  no  world-wide 
«ommimity  of  interest  can  be  established  on  lines  of  protection— and  tou 
b«Te  a  common  principle  of  action,  a  law,  by  reference  to  which  a  field  of 
interests  more  proli&c  of  international  disputes  than  any  other,  except,  per- 
hftpB,  tiiat  of  relii^on,  will  be  brought  witnin  the  limits  of  possible  aojuiuoa- 
tion,  and  peace  will  come  nearer  to  the  world. 

"This  is  the  doctrine  of  'Free  Trade,  Peace  and  Goodwill  among 
Nations,'  and  the  committee  re-affirms  its  belief  that  contemporary  eventa 
Are  giving  to  it  a  practical  importance  it  has  never  before  hod.  The  com- 
mittee therefore  proposes  to  the  members  of  the  club  that,  without  in  any 
way  neglecting  the  work  it  has  hitherto  pursued,  it  should  so  extend  that 
work  OB  to  include  within  its  scope  a  v^ilant  observation  of  the  foreign 
policy  of  the  country ,  and  an  effort  to  secure  the  consistent  acceptAnce  of 
the  views  which  are  here  defined." 


We  have  been  asked  to  reprint  for  perma- 

CoBDENiSM.  nent  reading  Mr.  Ooldwin  Smith's  recent  letter 

in  the  Timet  on  "  Cobdenism."      We  do  eo  in 

its  entirety.     There  is  much  with  which  all  Liberals  will  a^cree,  but  it 

is  hardly  necessary  to  point  out  that  in  its  entirety  it  cannot  be  and  is 

not  endorsed  by  the  Libbbal  Maoazihe  : — 

"  Tour  article  of  November  8th  on  the  death  of  the  founder  of  the  Cobden 
Clnb  has  been  read  with  interest  by  one  of  the  last  survivors  of  Cobden's 
school  and  circle.  Your  words  are  kinder  than  those  to  which  we  have  been 
accustomed  of  late.  This  generation  knows  nothing  of  the  time  before  the 
repeal  of  the  Com  Laws,  when,  aa  Cobden  said,  there  were  thousands  of 
homes  in  England  where  wives,  mothers,  and  children  were  dying  of  hunger. 

"  Free  trade  is  now  disparaged  among  you  ;  yet  it  is  not  discarded.  It 
has  given  England  boundless  wealth,  andif  warcomes  will  give  her  the  sinews 
of  war.  Events  have  disappointed  Cobden's  hope  that  it  would  be  speedily 
adopted  by  other  nations.  Yet  free  trade  makes  way.  It  triumphed  in  the 
last  Canadian  election.  In  the  Unit«d  States  there  are  signs  that  the  winter 
of  monopoly  is  breaking  up.  Internal  free  trade  extended  over  a  continent 
with  a  popnlation  of  seventy-five  millions  has  given  the  Americans  their 
wealtti.  Protection  has  swept  their  mercantile  marine  from  the  sea,  and 
helpied  to  saddle  them  with  their  monstrous  pension  list,  which  was  sup- 
ported by  protectionists  as  a  mode  of  baling  out  the  surplus  and  preventing 
the  reduction  of  duties. 

"  *  Free  trade,  peace,  goodwill  among  nations '  was  our  motto.  With 
r^ard  to  the  last  two  articles,  the  world  has  certainly  been  going  against 
na  ;  with  how  much  benefit  to  the  world  will  in  time  appear.  But  our 
creed  has  been  somewhat  travestied.  Cobden  said  that  if  England  were 
aneailed  and  he  could  not  serve  in  the  field  he  would  serve  in  the  hospital. 
We  were  against  all  but  necensary  war.  Our  leaders  incurred  much  obloquy 
At  the  time  by  opposing  the  Crimean  War,  the  fruits  of  which  it  may  now 
be  left  to  our  opponente  to  estimate.  Thay  also  opposed  the  Lorcha  war. 
We  said  nothing  against    war  for  the  overthrow  of    the  slave  power,   or 
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for  the  liberation  ot    Italy,   or   for  the  defence  of  OerniAn  unity  against 

"  We  never  betrayed  what  we  deemed  to  be  the  real  safety  and  greatDflfis 
of  our  countiy.  Foremost  in  the  struggle  against  the  dismemberment  of 
the  United  Kingdom  in  England  stood  J^m  Bright.  In  Canada  the  presi' 
dent  of  the  Loyal  and  Patriotic  Union  formed  to  supjHjrt  the  Unionist  piuty 
at  home  was  a  member  of  the  Cobden  Club  ;  whilst  Canadians  who  have 
received  lm|>erial  honours  were  displaying  their  sympathy  with  dismember- 
ment. 

"  '  Contempt  for  colonies '  never  was  eipreased  or  felt  in  our  circle.  We 
never  said  or  thought  that  they  were  '  millstones  round  the  neck  of  England.' 
Our  desire  was  that  England  should  become  the  mother  of  free  nations  ; 
and  when  we  are  taunted  with  failure  it  ought  in  faimeas  to  be  borne  in  mind 
how  great  a  stride  colonial  self-government  made  in  our  day. 

"We  might  have  had  no  difficulty  in  adopting  the  phrase  'Oreater 
Britain  '  if  we  could  have  persuaded  ourselves  that  two  hundred  millions  of 
Hindus  were  Britons,  and  that  the  real  and  permanent  centre  of  British 
greatness  lay,  as  the  new  Viceroy  of  India  seems  to  think,  in  a  land  where 
no  British  child  can  be  reared.  As  it  was,  we  held  that  the  greatneaa  of 
England  lay  in  herself. 

"You  desire  American  friendship  as  an  element  of  safety  and  strength  to 
Great  Britain.     We,  on  a  critical  occasion,  did  something  to  preserve  it. 

"  We  never  desired  to  see  the  Church  of  England,  of  which  Cobden 
himself  was  a  member,  '  broken  up  into  competitive  sects.'  This  has  been 
done  by  other  hands  than  ours.  Our  belief,  sincere  if  mistaken,  was  that 
freedom  would  bring  the  Church  that  peace  which  the  establishment  has 
never  had,  unless  you  reckon  the  torpor  of  the  last  century  as  peace. 

"  In  military  and  Imperial  sentiment  we  may  have  been  lacking.  We 
were  not  lacking  in  the  sentiment  which  has  its  leat  in  the  home  ;  ^^ile  wo 
did  notseo  how  the  home  could  be  prosperous  or  happy  if  the  bread  were  to 
be  taken  from  the  mouths  of  those  who  had  earned  it  and  offered  to  the 
demon  of  war.  No  doubt  we  connected  moral  with  material  well-being.  We 
held  that  if  the  people  were  prosperous  they  would  be  happy,  and  that,  if 
they  were  happy,  they  would  generally  be  good. 

"  Socialism  is  a  growth  since  our  day.  I  must  own  that  it  is  repugnant 
to  what  you  designate  as  the  '  sturdy  individualism '  of  our  school.  But 
Cobden,  instead  of  being  '  an  energetic  opponent  of  State  education,'  was 
strongly  in  favour  ot  it ;  as  by  reference  to  his  '  Life '  by  Mr.  Morley  may 
be  seen.  We  were  not  all  agreed  on  this  question.  For  myself,  I  must  con- 
fess that  I  have  always  been  somewhat  mistrustful  of  the  syst«m  of  State 
education,  and  my  mistrust  has  not  been  removed  by  what  I  have  seen  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  where  the  experiment  has  been  most  fully  tried  and 
the  success  Is  sup]>oBcd  to  be  most  complete. 

"Once  more,  however,  I  recognise  the  fact  that  with  regard  to  'peace 
and  goodwill  among  nations'  the  world  is  going  against  us.  After  all  the 
rT  apparently  made  by  Liberalism,  philanthropy  and  humanity,  we  seem 
Se  coming  again  to  an  era  of  international  hatred,  bloated  armaments  and 
wars  ot  conquest.  In  the  United  States,  deemed  till  yesterday  the  hope  of 
industrial  and  social  progress,  the   friends  of  the  commonwealth  are  etrug- 

Sling,  with  taint  hope  ot  success,  to  save  it  from  conversion,  by  a  party 
ushed  with  triumph  in  a  raid  upon  the  Spanish  possessions,  into  an  old- 
world  Power  of  aggrandisement  and  violence.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  to 
avert  any  such  relapse  as  this,  the  circle  of  Bright  and  Cobden  did  ite  beat ; 
and  whatever  obloquy  may  fairly  attach  to  its  efforts  must  be  home  by  such 
of  usasare  living  and  accepted  by  us  for  our  honoured  dead." 
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THE  TUKIS   "GRACEFUL  CONCESSION." 


(From  the  Dady  Neva.) 

Tdnw. 

The  EnglishiiiMi  visiting  Tunis  is  able  to  understand,  and  in  grim  fashion 
aTrnpsthise  with,  the  feelings  of  a  Frenchman  when  he  surveys  Egypt.  But 
for  an  unaccountable  access  of  banality,  France  might  at  this  time  have  had 
hur  full  share  in  the  dual  control  of  Egypt.  But  for  an  access  of  fatal 
indifference,  Tunis  might  to-day  be  under  the  protectorate  of  Great  Britain. 
Eighteen  years  ago,  the  dominant  influence  in  the  Regency  was  British. 
Sir  Richard  Wood,  then  Consul,  occupied  with  the  Bey  something  of  the 
poeitioa  of  Lord  Stratford  de  Redcliffe  towards  the  Sultan  in  pre*Crimea 
days.  Througn  his  active  agency,  the  honest  grip  of  a  British  hand  closed 
over  everything  that  was  worth  having.  He  obtained  fur  British  companies 
sole  monopoly  of  banking,  railways,  gaa,  and  water.  English  capitalists 
worked  the  lead  mines,  and  concession  of  a  railway  running  through  the 
Regeni^  into  Algeria  was  secured.  British  trade  beat  all  competitors.  It 
annually  reached  within  a  tew  thousand  pounds  of  the  total  imports  from 
France  and  Algeria.  This  state  of  things  existed  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
England  was  only  one  of  tripartite  control  of  Tunisian  finances.  France  and 
Italy  hod  equally  a  finger  in  the  pie.  Actually  England  was  the  Eclipse  of 
the  isce  for  preponderance,  the  rest  being  nowhere. 

Unfortunately  our  persistent  Proconsul's  efforts  met  with  chilling  recep- 
tion at  home.  Then,  as  now,  Lord  Salisbury  was  at  the  Foreign  Office,  and 
Tunis  always  seems  to  have  bored  hira.  In  an  interview  that  took  place  in 
the  summer  of  1878,  he  blandly  remarked  to  the  French  Minister :  "  Do  in 
Tunis  what  you  think  eonvenable.  England  will  not  offer  any  opposition, 
but  will  respect  your  decision."  This  "eentiment  araical"  (the  phrase 
"  graceful  concession "  had  not  yet  been  invented)  almost  took  &I. 
Woddington's  breath  away.  He  construed  the  remark  as  an  invitation  to 
annexation  pure  and  simple.  Not  to  be  outdone  in  generosity,  the  French 
Minister  protested  that  the  utmost  stretch  of  France's  desire  was  for  a  Pro- 
tectotste. 

The  Protectorate  came  in  due  time.  It  was  proclaimed  in  1881.  Fortu- 
nately, Lord  Gnnville  had  succeeded  Lord  Salisbury  at  the  Foreign  Oflice, 
and  prompt  measures  were  taken  to  safeguard  British,  interests  in  Tunis. 
An  admission  was  drown  from  the  French  Oovemment  that  mider  the 
Protectorate  British  treaty  rights  would  be  respected.  Lord  Granville 
adroitly  nailed  this  to  the  wall  by  a  statement  lodged  in  the  archives  of  both 
Foreign  Oflices  that  "her  Majesty's  Oovemment  take  note  of  thisossurance, 
which  they  r^ard  as  an  international  engagement  binding  upon  the  French 
Qoremment  in  the  future."  The  state  of  things  thus  formally  set  forth  and 
unreservedly  accepted  left  nothing  to    be  desired.    There  was    then    in 
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exiatence,  dating  from  1876,  an  Anglo-TuiuBian  Treaty  which  for  all  tiiae 
^aoed  Great  Britain  ob  favoured  oation  footing.  With  that  in  operstdcni, 
Engluid  might  look  upon  the  civilising  action  of  France  in  Tunis  with  aatia- 
faction,  clouded  only  by  the  reSecbion  that  ehe  herself  might  have  been 
the  agent.  The  more  Tunis  flourished  under  enliffhtenad  Woatom  adminis- 
tration, the  laraer  would  be  her  trade,  and  enjoying  favoured  nation  treaty 
rights,  England  had  nothioK  to  fear  from  the  competition  of  other  markets. 

It  was  here  that  Lord  Salisbury,  back  again  at  the  Foreign  Uffioe, 
casually  looked  in,  and,  by  an  amazing  stroke,  smote  British  trade  with  IXinis 
under  the  fifth  rib.  Approached  by  the  French  Minister  he  made  hia 
famous  ffraceful  concession,  abandoning  the  Treaty  of  1875,  leaving  British 
trade  with  Tunis  at  the  mercy  of  Protectionist  France.  Thatisafact  of  which, 
notice  being  taken  in  Parliament  and  in  the  Press,  the  public  are  familiar.  But 
there  is  one  bearing  of  the  graceful  conceaaion  that  is  much  better  knowa  in 
the  Colonies  than  at  home.  Germany  and  Italy,  falling  in  line  with  Lord 
Salisbury  in  conceding  the  abrogation  of  favoured  nation  treaty  rights,  were 
careful  to  insist  upon  their  Colonies  being  placed  upon  the  same  footing  witii 
the  Mother  Country  in  the  readjusted  taritf  scheme.  Lord  Salisbury  either 
absolutely  fo^ot  the  esistenco  of  British  Colonies  or  regarded  their  interest 
as  being  of  no  consequence.  Possibly  he  was  indisposed  to  mar  the  grace- 
fulness  of  his  oonaeasion  by  touch  of  anything  so  vulgar  as  considerations  of 
Colonial  trade.  However  it  be,  the  British  Colonies  were  absolutely  left  out 
of  purview  of  the  convention  of  last  year.  Having  no  locus  standi,  the 
French  Customs  authorities  may,  and  do,  cUp  on  such  rates  as  they  pleaa^. 
The  consequence  is  that  in  the  leas  than  twelve  months  that  have  elapsed 
since  the  graceful  concession  began  to  operate,  British  Colonial  trade  with 
Tunis — up  to  last  year  a  healthy,  vigorous  growth — has  been  absolutely 
crushed.  At  the  present  time  of  writing,  the  Custom  House  accounts  for 
the  ^ear  not  yet  being  made  up,  it  is  not  possible  accurately  to  state  the 
precise  bearing  of  the  new  Convention  upon  British  trade.  That  it  hns 
received  a  check  is  obvious.  But  there  Is  no  room  for  doubt  that  the  British 
Colonial  trade  is,  like  Carthage,  destroyed.    Canada  sent  timber  to  Tunis. 


India  shipped  indigo,  jute,  and  tea.  Spices  and  ivo^  came  fiom  Zanzibar. 
Silk  from  Cyprus,  and  miscellaneous  articles  of  Morroccan  origin  from 
Gibraltar,  lite  French  authorities,  left  by  Lord  Salisbury  a  free  hand,  have 
taken  care  that  these  things  come  no  more. 

Up  to  the  end  of  last  year  the  Tunisian  tariff  was  pleaaiiudy  sim^e.  It 
levied  an  eight  per  cent,  ad  valorem  duty  on  all  goods.  Oreat  Britain, 
ranking  among  the  most  favoured  nations,  not  only  enjoyed  for  herself  the 
benefit  of  this  simple  and  moderate  tari^  but  secured  it  for  her  Colonies 
and  Dependencies.  Under  the  new  tariff  the  eight  per  cent,  ad  valorem  duty 
is  maintained  for  all  goods  except  cottons  and  oils.  On  cotton  goods  the 
duty  is  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem  ;  on  olive  oil  20  francs  per  100  kilos,  and  on 
other  vegetable  oils  36  francs  the  100  kilos.  That,  as  it  standi,  is  not  a 
serious  matter.  The  duty  on  cotton  goods  is,  indeed,  actually  reduced. 
But  trade  transactions  are  governed  by  the  question  of  comparative  ooeL 
If  the  new  tariff  were  universal,  no  one  need  complain.  But  France,  relieved 
through  Lord  Salisbury's  amiling  beneficence  from  all  restraint,  has  ordained 
that  her  own  cotton  goods  shall  enter  duty  free,  whilst  French  oils,  paying  a 
uniform  duty  of  eight  per  cent.,  of  course  command  the  market.  Even.  l£is 
is,  for  other  nations,  an  ezceptiunally  fortunate  state  of  a&irs  that  wiU  not 
1^  long.  It  happens  tliat  Italy  is  in  pnssession  of  treaty  rights  which, 
extending  up  to  the  year  1905,  hamper  French  action  at  Tunis.  It  is  an 
open  secret  that  when,  seven  years  hence,  It&ly's  treaty  rights  lapse,  French 
goods  will  be  admitted  to  Tunis  duty  free,  whilst  British  goods  and  imports 
from  Malta  will  be  heavily  handicapped  by  tariff  regulations. 
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The  effect  of  Fretich  auprenucy,  as  shown  in  the  currents  of  trade,  was 
fdatD  enough  even  before  France  got  a  free  hand  with  the  taril)'.  Sir  Richsn) 
Wood's  patriotic  efforts  to  secure  Tunis  for  Englnnd  being  frowned  upon 
from  the  Foreign  Office  under  Lord  Salisburjr'a  first  Sec rutary ship,  British 
capitalists  fought  shy  of  the  place.  The  London  Bank  of  Tuiiia  closed  its 
dootH.  The  concession  for  the  railway  to  Algeria,  held  by  limp  hnnds,  was 
eagerly  seized  by  the  French,  who  have  Hince  completed  the  work.  A  French 
company  having  taken  over  the  telegraphs,  opened  post-offices  which  shut  up 
the  English  offices.  The  gas  company  was  transferred  to  the  French,  whilst 
an  ItftUan  company  bought  the  British  railway  from  Tunis  to  Goletta. 
British  trade  languiabed,  till  imports,  that  in  1876  represented  the  value  of 
£300,000,  had  in  1880  been  reduced  by  over  33  per  cent. 

Among  the  prized  decorationa  in  the  office  of  the  Resident  Gdn^ral  is  a 
diagram  lowing  the  growth  of  trade  between  the  years  1885  and  1894.  At 
the  former  epoch  the  section  coloured  red,  representing  French  commerce, 
ia  evenly  balanced  by  the  green  of  Italy,  the  blue  of  England  coming  next. 
Id  1894  France  has  painted  more  than  half  the  globe  red.  The  green  of 
Italy  is  but  a  small  wedge  ;  whilst  as  for  poor  Angleterre,  its  blue  is  a  tiny 
cloudlet.  This  change,  as  the  dates  show,  was  effecbed  at  a  time  when, 
miBtained  by  the  Convention  of  1875,  England  enjoyed  favoured  nation  terms. 
If  these  things  were  done  in  the.  gieen  wood,  what  shall  be  done  in  the 
dry? 

Sir  Harry  Johnston,  her  Majesty's  Consul  at  Tunis,  whose  Beport, 
pnblished  a  year  ago,  raised  Blue  Books  to  the  level  of  literature,  is  predis- 
uoaed  to  make  the  best  of  accomplished  and  immovable  facta.  In  peculiarly 
difficult  circumstances  he  has  established  personal  relations  with  the  French 
authorities  that  are  of  inestimable  advantage  to  the  national  interests  of 
which  he  is  the  representative  and  guardian.  He  shrewdly  suspects  that  as 
far  aa  British  trade  with  Tunis  is  concerned,  things  are  not  so  bod  as  the 
fancy  of  the  French  artist  has  painted  them  on  this  diagram.  He  tells  me 
that  there  is  a  considerable  intlui  of  British  goods  which,  coming  by  rail 
Arough  France,  are  shipped  at  Marseilles.  These,  he  believes,  swell  the 
list  of  French  imports  at  Tunis,  the  British  a^ggregate  suffering  a  correspond- 
ii^  diminution.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  a  revival  of  British  trade  with  Tunis 
dates  from  the  institution  of  the  French  Protectorate.  The  £200,000which 
represented  our  trade  in  1880  had  in  1897  swollen  to  the  figures  of  £(^80,000. 
It  woe  at  this  interesting  stwe  Lord  Salisbury  appeared  on  the  scene  with 
his  graceful  concession,  which,  as  Mr.  Cecil  Bhodea  would  say,  has  upset  the 
British  apple-cart.  But  for  that,  as  I  have  said,  the  French  Protectorate 
would  have  been  hailed  with  satisfaction  by  the  British  trader.  The  reproach 
elsewhere  laid  at  Fnuice's  door,  that  she  does  not  know  how  to  colonise,  is 
non-existent  in  Tunis.  Here  the  work  was  based  on  a  sound  principle,  and 
has  been  carried  out  by  able  administrators,  whose  success  the  present 
IMsident  G^ndral,  M.  Rend  Millet,  is  further  extending  on  the  same  lines  of 
sound  policy.  The  result  is  seen  in  the  fact  that  the  native  population, 
turbolent  under  their  ancient  rulers,  live  in  peace  and  amity  with  their  new 
ones.  By  well  directed  efforts,  military  and  civil,  the  French  have  trans- 
formed the  Regency.  They  have  mode  roads  in  the  towns,  brought  water 
and  gas  to  the  homes  of  the  people,  have  spread  railways  and  telegraphs 
through  waste  [Jaces,  have  refrained  from  imposing  heavy  taxation,  and, 
whilst  firmly  taking  in  their  own  hands  the  reins  of  Government,  have  been 
careful  to  keep  the  Bey  on  the  box  seat  of  the  stAte  coach.  Under  these 
conditions,  the  trade  of  the  country  naturally  expands,  and  after  all  we  can- 
not blame  the  French  if,  with  the  active  assistance  of  the  English  Prime 
Minister,  they  are  disposed  to  secure  all  its  profits  for  themselves. 

H.  W.  L. 
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POINTS    FROM    SPEECHES. 


I  W.  F.  Oatacre.  Worwich.  January  17th,  1899. 

"  In  England  there  wore  plenty  of  people  with  money  who 
were  prepaid  to  back  up  this  perpetual  peace,  hut  puraonallf 
he  was  a  great  believer  in  fostering  the  fighting  instincts  of  English- 
men. Althougli  he  had  subscribed  in  a  small  way  to  a  great 
number  of  funds  for  promoting  peace  and  prosperity,  he  was  in 
'  favour  of  supporting  any  society  that  would  lieep  fighting  going  on 
all  over  the  world,  and  wherever  it  ceased  to  resuHcitate  it.  He 
did  not  believe  in  a  nation  whose  hand  only  touched  the  plough,  and 
who  turned  its  swords  into  ploughshares.  He  believed  it  was  by 
the  aword-  and  by  its  fighting  instincts  that  England  had  made 
itself  what  it  was,  and  it  was  by  the  sword  that  it  must  live." 

From  the  Times,  Jantmry  Wh,  1899. 
This,  at  ftU  events,  is  Jingoism  !     It  would  be  hard  to  imagine 
more  pernicious  kind. 


The  Bight  Hon.  St.  John  Brodrick,  M.F.        Epsom,  Jannary  ITtii,  1899. 

"He  appealed  to  them  to  continue  to  support  Lord  Salisbury. 
Our  intenats  abroad  all  depended  upon  the  stability  of  the  Govern- 
ment at  home,  and  a  Government  like  the  late  Govemment,  which, 
whatever  its  principles  might  be.  lived  from  hand  to  mouth  and 
hardly  knew  from  week  to  week  how  to  keep  a  sufficient  majonty  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  could  not  have  weight  with  foreign 
powers." 

From  (fce  TiMBs,  January  18iA,  1899. 
Yet  everybody  knows  that  the  last  Liberal  Government,  whatever 
its  majority,  had  at  least  aa  much  weight  abroad  as  the  present. 


Iiord  DonravetL  Eingston-on-Thajnes,  Jannary  25th,  1899. 

"Speaking  of  the  Irish  Local  Government  Act,  he  said  there 
were  some  who  honestly  felt  grave  doubt  as  to  how  it  would  work  ; 
he  did  nob  share  these  doubts.  The  Irish  people  were  as  capable 
of  managing  their  own  local  affairs  as  any  other  people,  perhaps 
more  capable,  for  their  intelligence  was  very  acute.  That  mis- 
takes might  occur  at  first  was  probable.  If  you  treated  a  grown 
man  as  a  child  too  long,  it  was  not  improbable  that  when  he  got 
his  head  he  might  run  a  little  wild.  A  great  responsibility  was 
cast  on  the  labourinji  population,  but  if  they  made  mistakes  they 
would  learn.  The  old  condition  of  things  was  an  anachronism. 
The  whole  tradition  of  the  Tory  party  was  trust  of  the  people  and 
legislation  for  the  people,  and  in  their  great  popular  .'Let  for 
Ireland,  the  Government  were  acting  on  those  ancient  traditions." 

From  the  Times,  Jannary  2tMi,  1899. 

We  are  always  glad  to  see  Tories  talkiDg  Liberalism,  especially  if 

they  mean  it,  but  this  ia  really  too  much — at  this  time  of  day — to  tell 

us    that  the  "  whole  tradition  of  the  Tory  party "  is  "  trust  of  the 

people  "  i 
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Sir  H.  Wlite  Ridley.  Fleetwood,  January  24tli.  1899. 

"The  present  Government  was  accused  of  havintc  made  too 
nuuiy  concessions — '  gnusoful  conceanioiis  '  was  passing  into  a  kind 
uf  accusation  of  weakuess.  He  spoke  the  conviction  of  his  heart 
when  he  said  that  it  was  the  great  privilege  of  a  strong  country 
to  be  able  to  make  concessions  with  dignity,  and  that  it  would  be  a 
scandalous  abuse  of  the  Kreat  powers  which  this  country  possessed 
if,  when  we  had  j,'ot  rights  which  we  could  jueUy  maintain  and 
hold,  and  which  yet  affected  the  susceptibilities  and  interests  of 
other  people,  we  should  not  be  prepared  to  give  way  to  a  certain 
extent  for  the  sake  of  the  maintenance  of  that  peace  which  we  had 
so  much  at  heart. " 

From,  the  Mangkbstek  Guardian,  Jamtary  25IA,  1899. 
We  are  afraid  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley's  "  heart  "  has  got  the 
better  of  his  bead.     We  are  all  for  a  conciliatory  course,  but  conciliation 
is  exactly  what  the  "graceful  concessions"  have  not  effected. 


Lord  Oeorge  Hamilton.  Qlasgow,  December  4tli,  1898. 

"  He  congratulated  the  Primrose  League  upon  the  great  task  it 
had  undertaken  and  upon  the  marvellous  success  with  which  they  liad 
performed  it.  Tt  had  lived  down  all  ridicule.  Lord  Kitchener  had  been 
received  with  an  enthusiasm  such  as  had  been  accorded  to  no 
victorious  general  in  this  country  since  the  days  of  Wellincton." 

From  the  Times,  Dicember  5th,  1898. 
We   had  really  no  idea  that  appreciation   of   Lord    Kitchener's 
services  involved  approval  of  the  Primrose  League. 


Sir  Edmrd  Clarke,  Q.G.,  U.F.  Jajtnary  eth.  1899- 

"  Re  next  dealt  with  the  question  of  ownership  voters,  whose 
influence,  he  said,  was  that  of  the  most  intelligent  cines  of  voters 
in  the  community.  Naturally  their  opponents  were  very  anxious 
to  reduce  that  valuable  influence  in  political  aSairs,  nnd  various 
proposals  had  been  made  with  that  object.  One -thirteenth  of  the 
whole  number  of  voters  in  the  country  were  freeholders,  and  to 
deprive  them  of  the  r)ualification  would  be  a  lai^e  and  a  serious 

Soposal.  If  they  carried  into  effect  the  proposal  embodied  in 
r.  Gladstone's  Bill  for  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  Irish 
representatives  to  80  the  claims  of  great  centres  of  population 
could  be  adjusted  in  England  without  any  interference  with  the 
general  distribution  of  political  power  throughout  the  country." 

From,  the  Times,  Janmiry  7th,  1899. 
To  abolish  plural  voting  is  indeed  a  "  large  and  serious  "  proposal ; 
but  its  continued  existence  is  a  "  large  and  serious  "  anomaly.  Sir 
Edward  Clarke's  idea  is  apparently  to  jerrymander  the  thing  so  that 
the  seats  taken  from  Ireland  are  allotted  to  the  large  centres.  But 
the  universities  and  the  small  boroughs  will  at  the  same  time  have  to 
be  disfranchised  ;  and  that  would  indeed  be  unpleasant  for  the  Tory 
party. 
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Vt.  a.  Hayhewe,  J.F.  Eastbonrae,  Jaxaary  24th,  1889. 

"  A  resident  candidate  wu  better  than  a  carpet  bagger,  and  it  was  a 
comfort  to  have  a  man  with  a  lot  of  moaey." 

From  tht  BASTBOtmNB  Gazbtti,  January  26th,  1899. 

Thifl  waa  said  in  recommendation  of  Mr.  Lindsay  Hogg,  J.P.,  th(r 
T017  candidate  for  Eastbounie.  He  must  take  this  hint  to  "  comfort " 
his  possible  future  constituents. 


POINTS    FROM   THE    PAPERS. 


From  the  Times,  Januaty  2nd,  1B99. 

"We  have  bj  no  means  heard  the  last  of  Madagascar.  The 
Frenah  hava  sent  out  an  army  of  officials.  Indeed  the  /one- 
timtnaiiei  far  outnumber  the  civil  population,  and  the;  are 
making  themselves  beloved  of  none.  The  law  allows  one  month's 
forced  labour,  but  the  officials  are  enforcing  as  much  a*  six  mooths, 
HO  the  labourers  have  taken  to  the  bush,  and  private  emitloyerH 
cannot  get  hands  to  work  for  them.  The  taxes  are  oppressive  and 
in  some  cases  downright  foolish — e.g.,  an  annual  tax  on  every  head 
of  cattle  and  every  hectare  of  rice  cultivated.  The  result  is  that 
the  cattle  are  being  elaughtered  ho  that  beef  is  already  scarce  and 
dear,  whilst  nee,  which  was  formerly  exported,  has  now  to  he 
imuorted.  The  natives  are  cutting  down  the  indiarubber  trees, 
and  the  whole  country  is  unsettled.  A  fotieli/mnaire  close  to  Nossi 
Be  tried  to  force  the  twelve-year-old  daughter  of  a  chief  to  live 
with  htm  BB  hie  concubine,  but  she  succeeded  in  escaping  and  raised 
the  country.  About  nine  or  ten  officials  have  been  Icilted,  and  the 
north-west  coast  is  in  more  or  less  open  revolt.  All  the  residents 
agree  that  if  Pnnce  found  herself  at  war  or  in  difficulties  there 
would  be  a  general  massacre  of  French  officials. 

"  Trade  is  languishing.  The  two  chief  American  firms  have 
left  or  are  leaving— i.e.,  they  are  merely  liquidating  old  stock.  The 
French  have  imposed  a  differential  duty  which  gives  French  manu- 
factures an  advantage  of  about  92  per  cent.  French  goods  are 
charged  4  per  cent,  and  English  goode  50  per  cent,  of  their  value. 
The  coasting  schooners  employed  by  the  large  firms  to  supply  their 
branch  trading  stations  have  to  come  under  the  French  flag  by 
January  1st,  1899,  and  the  Germans  are  sending  theirs  home  rather 
than  submit  to  this  law.  Proctors,  the  English  firm,  is  doing  gcxid 
business,  but  only  by  importing  French  goods  instead  of  English. 
Altogether  Madngnscar  furnishes  an  instructive  ohject  lesson  in  the 
methods  of  French  colonisation,  and  might  repay  further  study 
from  those  who  contend  that  the  flag  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 

Thb  verj  interesting  account  of  Colonial  expansion  is  from  n 
"  well-informed  "  correspondent,  writing  from  Mauritius.  It  should 
be  noted  that  France  has  since  withdrawn  its  regulations  about  the 
coasting  schoonei-s.     (See  page  50). 
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From  the  Observer.  January  29CA,  1899. 

"Mr.  Charaberlain  dolivered  at  Btrmingham  last  night  a  veiy 
TiKorouB  defence  of  the  colonial  and  forei;;n  policy  of  the  Oovem- 
roent.  .  .  .  But,  surely,  in  claiming  that  never  before  was  the 
number  of  the  unemployed  so  small,  and  the  number  of  those  who 
were  fully  employed  so  large  ;  that  never  before  were  the  necessaries 
of  life  cheaper  or  tbe  T«muneTation  of  labour  and  of  capital  mor« 
assured  ;  and  never  before  was  the  influence  of  the  country  ho  com- 
pletely established,  Mr.  Chamberlain  wasindul^ngalittlein  whatis 
called  'drawing  the  long  bow,'  And  more  particularly  was  he  doing 
eu  in  ascribing  all  these  good  things  to  the  Government.  The  index 
numbers  of  Hr.  Sauerbeck  show  that  not  in  1898,  but  in  1895  and 
1696,  the  necessariea  of  life  were  lowest  in  price.  ...  A  critic 
might  also  ask  how  it  nos  that,  although  the  Government  have  been 
in  office  between  three  and  four  years,  it  is  only  during  the  psst 
twelve  months,  after  a  series  of  what  have  been  in  some  quarters 
described  as  failures  in  foreign  policy,  that  they  can  point  to  such  a 
brilliant  record  of  'triumphs  and  successes.'" 

Exactly — to  boost  over  much  is  the  surest  way  of  raising  suspicion. 


From  the  Timea,  Noixti^ttr  21«t,  1898. 

"  Tour  correspondent  at  Wei-hat-wei  pathetically  laments  'the 
striking  contrast '  presented  by  '  the  feverish  activity  at  Port  Arthur' 
with  the  'inaction'  displayed  at  our  most  recently  acquired  port. 
This  is  qnit«  natural.  The  local  tendency  to  measure  the  strength 
of  a  harbour  by  its  visible  defences  has  received  suQiciently 
numerous  manifestations.  In  1785.  as  we  know,  there  were  '  old 
women  of  both  sexes '  who  regarded  tbe  def encelessness  of 
Portsmouth  and  Plymouth  with  dismay.  Yet  the  great  intluenco 
of  Pitt  did  not  suffice  to  cany  a  moderate  vote  for  the  fortification 
of  these  places,  because  the  opinions  of  a  nuvsl  captain—  Sir  John 
Lewis — stood  directly  in  his  way.  In  1898,  the  experience  of  war 
being  wholly  forgotten,  we  have  seen  the  inhabitants  of  New  York 
and  Boston  clamouring  for  defences  against  the  hapless  squadron 
of  Admtrai  Cervera.  Only  the  other  day  Wei-hai-T>ei  was  fortified 
with  all  the  expensive  elaboration  which  the  modem  theorist 
demands,  with  the  result  that  it  promptly  fell  as  soon  as  the  com. 
mand  of  the  sea  was  asserted  by  the  Japanese,  involving  in  its  fate 
a  Chinese  squadron.  The  policy  of  Russia  in  annexing,  leasing,  or 
asserting  a  sphere  of  influence  in^the  terms  are  identical — 
Manchuria  demands  that  Port  Arthur  should  be  made  into  a  place 
of  refuge,  and  ultimately  a  base  for  her  naval  force  in  the  Far  East. 
That  every  effort  would  be  made  to  fulfil  these  conditions  was 
absolutely  certain.  Will  some  one  explain  why  we  want  either  a 
refuge  or  a  fortified  base  at  Wei-hai-wei )  If  our  fleet  holds  com- 
mand of  the  Gulf  of  Pechili,  it  will,  presumably,  protect  Wei-hai- 
wei.  If  it  is  not  capable  of  asserting  its  command  in  these 
waters,  it  would  be  lunacy  to  send  it  there." 

Letter  from  "  Navalis." 
We  hope  that  on  second  thoughts  the  Government  have  decided  not 

to  throw  good  money  after  bod  diplomacy,  and  not  to  use  the  lease  of 

Wei-haJ-weL 
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Gorernment  Blue  Books  and  Returns, 


Correspondeoce  respecting  the  Proposal  o£ 
The  Czar's  H.M.  the  Emperor  of  Russia  for  a  Cooference  on 
Rescript.  Armaments.      [Russia,    No.  1,  1899.    C— 9090.] 

Price  Id. 

The  text  of  the  Paper  communicated  by  Count  MouraviefT  to  the 
Foreign  Representatives  ou  August  21th,  1893,  known  as  the  Czar's 
Rescript,  appeared  in  The  Liberal  Magazine  for  September,  1888, 
{Vol.  VI,  page  332.)  In  forwarding  thia  document  to  Lord  Salisbury, 
her  Majesty's  Ambassador  in  St.  Petersburg  writes  in  his  despatch  of 
August  25th  : — 

"  Count  Mouravieff  bagged  me  to  remark  that  this  eloquent  appeal,  which 
he  had  drawn  up  at  the  dictation  of  the  Emperor,  did  not  invite  a  general 
disarmament,  as  such  a  proposal  would  not  have  been  likely  to  be  generally 
accepted  as  a  practical  one  at  present,  nor  did  bis  Imperial  Majesty  look  for 
an  immediate  realisation  of  the  aims  he  had  so  much  at  heart,  but  desired  to 
initiate  an  effort  the  effaotsof  which  could  only  be  gradual. 

"His  Excellency  thought  that  the  fact  that  the  initiative  iii  this  peaceful 
effort  nras  being  token  by  the  sovereign  of  the  largest  military  power,  with 
resources  for  increasing  its  military  strength  unrestricted  by  Constitutional 
and  Parliamentary  limitations,  would  appeal  to  the  hearts  and  intelligence  of 
a  very  large  section  of  the  civilised  world,  and  show  the  discontented  and 
disturbing  classes  of  society  that  powerful  military  Governments  were  in 
sympathy  with  their  desire  to  see  the  wealth  of  their  countries  utilised  for 
productive  purposes  rather  than  exhausted  in  a  ruinous  and,  to  a  great 
extent,  useless  comp«tition  for  increasing  the  powers  of  destruction. 

"  I  observed,  in  reply,  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  remain  insensible  to  the 
noble  sentiments  which  hud  inspired  this  remarkable  document,  which  I 
would  forward  at  once  to  your  lordship,  and  I  felt  sure  that  it  would  create 
a  profound  impression  in  England." 

To  this  despatch  Mr.  Balfour,  then  temporarily  in  charge  of  the 
Foreign  Office,  replied  on  August  30th  ; — 

"  As  the  Prime  Minister  is  abroad  and  the  Cabinet  scattered,  it  is 
impossible  for  me  at  present  to  give  any  reply,  but  I  feel  confident  that  I 
am  only  expressing  the  sentiments  of  my  colleagues  when  I  say  that  her 
Majesty's  Oovemment  most  warmly  sympathise  with  and  approve  the 
pacific  and  economic  objects  which  bis  Imperial  Majesty  has  in  view." 

Subsequently,  on  October  24th,  Lord  Salisbury  replied  more  fully 
to  her  Majesty's  Ambassador,  Sir  C.  Scott,  as  follows  : — 

"Her  Majesty's  Government  have  given  their  careful  consideration  to 
the  memorandum  which  was  placed  in  your  hands  on  August  34th  last,  by 
the  Russian  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  containing  a  proposal  of  his 
Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Russia  for  the  meeting  of  a  conference  to  discuss 
the  most  effective  inetliods  of  securing  the  continuance  of  general  peace  and 
of  putting  some  limit  on  the  constont  increase  of  armaments. 

"  Your  Excellency  was  instructed  at  the  time  by  Mr.  Balfour,  in  my 
absence  from  England,  to  explain  the  reasons  which  would  cause  aotue  delay 
before  a  formal  reply  could  be  returned  to  this  important  communication, 
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and,  in  the  meanwhile,  to  asHure  the  Russitui  Crovomment  of  the  oordiAl 
Hympathy  of  her  H&jaBty 'b  Government  with  the  objecte  and  intentiona  of 
his  Imperial  Majesty.  Tbat  this  Bjmpathy  is 'not  confined  to  the  Government, 
bat  is  equally  shared  h^  popular  opinion  in  this  country,  has  been  strikingly 
manifested  since  the  Emperor's  proposal  has  been  made  generally  known  by 
the  very  numerous  resolutions  passed  by  public  meetings  and  societies  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  There  are,  indeed,  few  nations,  if  any,  which,  both  on 
groiinds  of  feeling  and  interest  are  more  concerned  in  the  maintenance  of 
general  peace  than  is  Great  Britain.  The  statements  which  constitute  the 
grounds  of  the  Emperor's  proposal  are  but  too  well  justified.  It  is,  unfortu- 
nately, true  that  while  the  desire  for  the  maintenance  of  peace  is  generally 
professed,  and  while,  in  fact,  serious  and  successful  efforts  have  on  more 
than  one  recent  occasion  been  made  with  that  object  by  the  Great  Pnwers, 
ther«  has  been  a  constant  tendency  on  the  part  of  almost  every  nation  to 
increase  its  armed  force,  and  to  add  to  an  already  vast  expenditure  on  the 
appliances  of  war.  The  perfection  of  the  instruments  thus  brought  into  use, 
their  extreme  costliness,  and  the  horrible  carnage  and  destruction  which 
would  ensue  from  their  employment  on  a  lai^  scale,  have  acted,  no  doubt, 
as  a  serious  deterrent  from  war.  But  the  burdens  imposed  by  this  process 
on  the  populations  affected  must,  if  prolonged,  produce  a  feeling  of  unrest 
and  diNcontent  menacing  both  to  internal  and  external  tranquillity. 

"  Her  Majeety'a  Government  will  gladly  co  operate  in  the  proposed  effort 
to  provide  a  remedy  for  this  evil ;  and  if,  in  any  degree,  it  succeeds,  they 
feet  that  the  Sovereign  to  whose  suggestion  it  is  due  will  have  richly  earned 
the  gratitude  of  the  world  at  large. 

"Your  Excellency  is  therefore  authorised  to  assure  Count  Mouravieffthat 
the  Emperor's  proposal  is  willingly  accepted  by  her  Majesty's  Government, 
and  that  the  Queen  will  have  pleasure  in  deleftating  a  representative  to  take 
Mrt  in  the  conference  whenever  an  invitation  is  received.  Her  Majesty's 
Government  hope  that  the  invitation  may  be  accompanied  by  some  indication 
of  the  special  points  to  which  the  attention  of  the  conference  is  to  be  directed 
as  a  guide  for  the  selection  of  the  British  representative  and  of  the  assistants 
by  whom  he  should  be  accompanied." 


Further  Correspondence  with  the  French 
Government  respeclinp;  Madagascar.  [In  con- 
tinuation of  "Africa,  No.  8,  (1897)"].    C— 90ai. 


Price  fid. 

Before  we  proceed  to  summarise  these  Madagascar  papers  it  may  be 
convenient  to  set  out  the  history  of  the  question,  to  be  found  in  the 
1»97  papers  [C— 8,700]     (price  7d.)  :— 

Tbb  1897  Bldb  Book. 

1865.— Treaty  (dated  June  27th,  1865)  between  Great  Britaia  and 
Madagascar,  stipulating  for  perfect  freedom  of  British  trade  subject  to 
import  and  export  duties  limited  to  a  maximum  of  10  per  cent. 

1885.— Treaty  (dated  December  17th,  1885)  between  France  and 
Madagascar,  accompanied  by  assurances  on  the  part  of  France  that  no 
treaties  with  other  powers  were  affected.  The  French  Government 
aathorised  its  representative  in  London  to  give  Great  Britain  the 
following  explicit  assurance  : — 
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"This  treaty  makw  no  -change  in  the  treaties  actually  in  eiistenoe 
between  Madagascar  and  other  potreiB.  On  the  other  hand,  it  never  entered 
into  our  thoughts  to  put  any  obstacle  by  these  arrangenient«  in  the  way  of 
the  free  development  of  the  private  interests  which  c&n  be  dsvelopea  in 
Madagascar,  of  any  nationality  that  raalces  them." 

1890 — Declaration  interchanged  between  British  and  French 
Govenunenta  by  which  (1)  Great  Britain  agreed  to  recognise  the 
Protectorate  of  France  over  Madagascar  with  its  consequences,  and  (2) 
France  engaged  tbat  the  establishment  "  should  not  affect  any  rights 
or  immunitieii  enjoyed  by  British  subjects  in  that  island." 

1894. — French  expedition  to  Madagascar.  M.  Hanotaux  declared 
that  France  was  going  there  to  establish  a  Protectorate. 

1895. ^Treaty  signed  (October  Ist,  1895)  between  Madagascar  and 
France,  establishing  a  Protectorate. 

M.  Berthelot  (who  succeeded  M.  Hanotaux  as  Foreign  Minister) 
said  in  the  Chaniber  of  Deputies  on  November  27th,  1895  : — 

"  It  cannot  result  in  any  exterior  difficulty  ;  we  have  no  need  tu  declare 
that  we  respect  the  engagomenta  that  we  have  contracted  with  certain 
foreign  powers  ;  France  has  always  kept  her  word. 

''  As  for  the  obligations  that  the  Hovas  have  been  able  to  contract  outside 
without  having  guaranteed  to  thera  on  our  own  account,  we  know  how  to 
observe,  with  absolute  loyalty,  the  rules  that  international  law  ini|ioses  in  the 
case  whore  the  sovereignty  of  a  territory  is,  by  the  force  of  arms,  put  int« 
new  hands. 

"  With  this  double  reserve,  we  are  resolved  to  exercise,  notably  from  the 
economic  point  of  view,  all  the  rights  that  result  to  us  from  the  definite 
occupation  of  Madagascar." 

1896.— (iforcA  19sA)  M.  Berthelot  announced  in  the  French 
Chamber  that  a  new  arrangement  had  been  substituted  for  that  of 
October  Ist,  1895.  The  new  deed  signed  on  January  18th,  1896,  by  the 
Queen,  did  not  signify  annexation  of  the  island  by  France ;  the 
external  sovereignty  was  reserved  to  France,  who  would  henceforward 
undertake  the  relations  between  Madagascar  and  foreign  Powers,  but 
the  internal  sovereignty  waa  reserved  to  the  Qaeea,  who  would  main- 
tain, her  titles  and  honours. 

April  lOlh: — M,  GeoSray,  from  the  French  Embassy  in  London, 
writes  to  Lord  Salisbury  : — 

"I  am  further  instructed  to  inform  your  lordship  that  the  French 
annexation  of  Madagascar  entails  the  substitution  of  the  French  Tariff  for 
that  now  in  force  in  the  island.  On  the  17th  March  last,  the  French  Colonial 
Minister  laid  on  the  table  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  conformably  with  §  3 
of  Article  3  of  the  Law  of  the  11th  January,  1892,  a  Bill  for  the  simultaneous 
application  of  that  Tariff  in  Madagascar  and  its  dependencies.  DieRo-Suarez, 
Nossi  b^,  and  Saute*  Mnrie  have,  in  fact,  hitherto,  according  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  above  Law,  remained  outside  the  sphere  of  its  application.  After 
the  passing  by  Parliament  of  the  Bill  now  before  the  Chamber  of  Deputies, 
French  products  will  be  admitted  into  Madagascar  duty  free,  but  until  the 
expiry  of  the  delay  contemplated  by  the  Law  of  1892  for  putting  into  force 
in  French  posscBsions  the  system  thereby  established,  foreign  products  will 
remain  hubject  tothe  present  customs  duties  and  regulations." 
The  other  point  asked  for  by  the  French  was  the  abolition  of  the 
British  Consular  Courts  in  Madagascar.  To  this  Lord  Salisbury  agreed, 
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ma  it  waa  part  of  the  "deal"  in   1890,   our  quid  pro  quo  being  the 
abolition  of  the  French  Conaular  Courts  in  Zanzibar. 

April  25th : — Lord  Salisbury  wrote  to  Lord  Dufferin  ; — 

"  But  as  rejjarda  the  commercial  position,  Her  MajeBty's  Government  fael, 
in  view  of  the  cunBideiations  above  stated,  that  there  can  be  no  justification 
for  arbitrarily  setting  aside  the  provisions  of  the  British  treaty  oF  1865. 
They  rely  on  the  formal  and  unrevoked  declaration  of  1890,  on  the 
asnuranc«s  of  M.  de  Freycinet  and  M.  Haiintaui.  on  the  explanations  of  M. 
Berthelot,  on  the  t«nuB  of  the  engagement  signed  by  the  Queen  of  Mada- 
gascar, and  on  the  generally  accepted  principles  of  international  law,  to  . 
prove  that,  there  having  been  no  annexation  and  no  transfer  of  sovereignty. 
the  relation  of  a  Protectorate  in  Madagascar,  with  its  consequence  of 
guaranteed  security  for  British  interests,  still  subsists,  and  that  preferential 
treatment  of  French  commerce  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  rights  which 
Great  Britain  still  continues  by  treaty  to  enjoy." 

Majf  30(A : — M.  Hanotaux  (now  Foreign  Minister  once  more)  said 
in  the  Chamber  (reported  in  £«  Tempt  on  May  3l8t),  in  supporting  a 
•'  Projtt  de  Loi  tur  Madagaeear  "  making  it  a  French  Colony  :— 

"Those  of  the  Powers  who  have  power  treaties  with  Madagascar  do  not 
deny  that  the  overthrowal  of  the  native  sovereignty  and  the  full  and  absolute 
■nbetitution  of  France  for  the  Hova  Government  ivill  have  the  effect  \pio  ftietu 
of  doing  away  with  the  old  treaties.  But  they  do  not  seem  disposed  to  draw 
the  same  inference  from  a  simple  declaration  of  taking  poaseaaion. 

"  However,  if  by  reason  of  sacrifices  made  by  Fiance  in  establishing  its 
aothority  in  Madagascar,  we  wish  to  assure  to  cjur  oounbiymen  and  to  our 
products  a  privileged  position  in  the  i.^land,  it  is  necessary  that  this  question 
of  previoutdy  existing  treaties  should  be  cleared  up  with  the  least  delay." 
In  another  speech  on  June  20tb,  M.  Hanotaux  explains  that  the 
object  of  annexation  was  to  secure  privilege  tor  French  trade. 

A  uguBt  Aih : — Lord  Salisbury  to  M.  Hanotaux  ; — 

"  1  will  not  discuss  the  precise  effect  upon  existing  treaties  which  is 
exercised  by  an  incorporation  of  Madagascar  into  the  Republic  of  France, 
under  conditions  so  exceptional  as  those  which  have  prevailed  in  the  present 
instance.  But  even  admitting  that  a  French  annexation  will  have  generally 
Uie  effect  of  sweeping  away  the  treaties  into  which  the  Queen  of  Mada- 
gascar had  previously  entered,  it  can  have  no  effect  upon  the  claims  and  just 
expectations  created  by  the  sanction  which  those  treaties,  and  the  rights 
arising  under  them,  have  received  from  France  herself.  By  first  assuring 
Her  Majesty's  Giovemment  that  the  Protectorate  would  not  affect  the 
immunities  and  rights  of  British  subjects,  and  then  making  a  public 
announcement  that  the  expedition  had  no  aim  beyond  that  of  sustainini:;  the 
Protectorate,  the  French  Government  have  precluded  themselves  from 
taking  advanti^  of  the  military  results  of  the  expedition  in  order  to  destroy 
the  British  rifthts  which  they  had  recognised.  Her  Majesty's  Government 
■■*  '  isFrar .■l. ., 


have  no  wish  to  embarrass  France  in  her  task  of  developing  the 
Madagascar,  and  they  have  already  expressed  their  readiness  to  abandon 
their  judicial  rights  in  the  island  simultaneously  with  the  surrender  of  the 
ex -territorial  privileges  claimed  for  French  citizens  in  Zanzibar.  But  they 
cannot  but  feel  that  to  reserve  the  annulment  of  their  treaty  rights  till  the 
expedition,  undertaken  with  the  assurances  above  cited,  had  made  France 
nistr^as  of  the  country,  and  then  to  declare  those  rights  to  have  lapsed  in 
consequence  of  a  declaration  of  annexation,  would  be  a  proceeding  for  which 
no  countenaDoe  can  be  found  in  the  practice  of  intemaUonal  law. ' 
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1897,—  April  2Srd. — At  length  M.  Haaotaux  replies  :— 
' '  Ae  the  islsHd  haa  been  placed  under  the  direct  sovereignty  of  France, 
n  only  be  governed  heDceforward  by  French  laws  and  French  treaty 


April  30tA :— Lord  Salisbury  replies  to  this  : — 

' '  1  further  drew  the  attention  of  the  French  Government  to  the  hearing 
of  their  previous  declarations  and  engagements  upon  their  claim  to  have 
cancelled  by  conquest  all  the  treaty  engagements  of  Madagascar.  In  con- 
sidering the  value  of  such  a  doctrine  in  dealing  with  British  treaty  rights,  it 
is  essential  to  bear  in  mind  that  those  treaty  rights  were  guaranteed  by  the 
nignature  of  France  herself  so  long  as  the  Protectorate  subsisted,  and  that 
if  Her  Majesty's  Government  watched  without  solicitude  the  pmgress  of  the 
French  expedition  into  the  island  it  was  because  they  were  relying  on  the 
formal  assurances  of  the  French  Government  that  the  object  of  the  expedi- 
tion was  tti  maintain  and  not  destroy  the  Protectorate. 

"  French  annexation  could  have  no  effect  upon  rights  created  :  first,  by 
the  covenant  that  the  existing  treaties  should  be  respected  under  a  Protec- 
torate ;  and,  secondly,  by  the  assurance  that  the  Protectorate  was  not  to  be 
disturbed. 

"  As  I  reminded  your  Excellency  in  my  despatch  of  the  9th  ultimo,  I  am 
still  without  any  reply  to  the  above  observations,  and  in  requeating  your 
Excellency  to  recall  them  to  M.  Hanotaux's  memory,  I  have  to  request  that 
you  will  add  that  nothing  has  since  occurred  to  modify  the  opinions  then 
expressed,  and  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  must  reserve  alt  the  rights 
and  imiiiunitisH  of  British  subjects  which  may  be  affected  by  the  law  apply- 
ing the  General  French  Customs  Tariff  to  Madagascar." 

Thb  Second  Bluk  Book. 

Mr.  Balfour,  speaking  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  Address, 
on  February  8th,  1898,  said  :— 

"  There  is  undoubtedly  a  difference  of  opmion  between  Her  Majesty's 
Government  and  the  Government  of  France  upon  a  very  important  point  of 
international  law.  More  than  that  1  cannot  say,  except  that  in  this  particu- 
lar we  cannot  enforce  our  own  particular  view,  and  there  t/ie  matter  retU." 

The  action  of  the  French,  however,  would  not  let  the  matter  rest. 
Complaints  began  to  come  of  the  effect  of  the  French  tariff  and  French 
official  action  on  British  trade.  Our  Consul,  M.  Sauzier,  in  a  despatch 
dated  Tamatave,  February  24,  1898,  wrote:— 

"On  the  28th  January  last  M.  rAdministrateur  Com  pSrat  caused  a  public 
meeting  of  the  native  traders  to  be  held,  and,  through  the  interpretation  of 
the  native  Governor,  infonned  them  that  they  had  not  to  sell  to  or  buy  from 
"foreigners,"  that  they  had  already  been  warned  not  to  do  so;  and  now  the; 
had  to  sell  and  buy  from  three  French  merchants  only,  MM.  Lauratet, 
Venot  and  Bernard,  and  that  unless  they  did  so  they  would  be  put  in  irons 
and  sent  to  gaol. 

"Upon  this,  trade  at  once  collapsed  with  foreign  firms,  and  Messrs. 
Procter  Brothers  and  L.  Trouchet  and  Co.,  British  merchant  of  this  t^^wn, 
who  have  agencies  at  Mananjary,  have  brought  this  matter  ofGcially  to  my 
knowledge,  and  I  have,  in  turn,  addressed  the  Governor-General." 
In  consequence  of  this  complaint  General  Oallieni  (the  French  Governor) 
made  a  careful  inquiry,  and  arrived  at  l^e  conclusion  that  it  was 
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entirely  devoid  of  foundntion  ;  but  he  admitted  that  "  the  adminiatmtor 
in  question  undoubtedly  endeavours  on  all  occasions  to  foster  trade  in 
French  products,  and  no  one  would  venture  to  blame  him  for  taking 
snch  a  course."  The  methods  by  which  French  trade  was  "  fostered  " 
may  be  gleaned  from  the  following  extract  from  a  Tamatam 
Circular  Instruction  issued  by  General  Gallieni  to  the  provincial 
Administrators  and  published  in  the  Tamatave  Official  Gazette,  in 
which  this  pass^e  occurs : — 

"  It  will  be  iMsy  for  them — i.e.,  the  authorities  indicated^from  the  point 
of  view  now  before  us,  to  represent  to  pursons  living  under  their  juriBdiotion 
th&t  tiasuos  of  Frenth  manufacture  are  aa  good  as  similar  articiea  manufac- 
tured abroad,  that  it  is  only  fitting  that  the  Malagasy,  who  have  now 
become  French  subjects,  should  conform  to  our  national  customs  by  using 
our  products,  and  that  their  clothing  should  he  made  of  French  tissues." 

In  spite,  however,  of  all  the  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  local 
authorities  to  favour  French  trade,  the  French  manufacturers  continued 
to  complain  that  they  were  sufiering  loss  from  the  insufficiency  of  the 
Customs  duties  on  foreign  products  imported  into  the  new  colony,  and 
M.  Andr^  Lebon,  Minister  of  the  Colonies,  after  cooaulting  with  his 
colleague  the  Minister  of  Commerce,  Industry,  Posts  and  Telegraphs, 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  necessary  to  protect  by  heavier  dues 
not  only  cotton  tissues  but  also  breeding  animals  and  jute  sacks.  Adecree 
securing  this  was  issued  on  June  2nd.  This  led  to  a  despatch  from 
Lord  Salisbury  on  June  9th,  in  which,  after  recalling  the  history  of  the 
qnestion,  be  said  : — 

"This  was  the  language  which  was  consistently  employed  throughout. 
The  Protectorate  was  to  be  maintained  and  enforced.  No  hint  was  ever 
dropped  that  the  Protectorate  was  to  be  destroyed,  and  it  resulted  that  the 
Gacal  rights  which  bad  been  confirmed  in  1S90  appeared  to  be  exposed  to  no 
risk  whatever  by  the  expedition.  It  was  viewed,  in  consequence,  without 
apprehension  by  the  Government  and  commerce  of  Great  Brittun. 

"  If  they  could  have  known  that  the  expedition  was  t«  abolish  the  rights 
of  English  commerce,  and  to  expose  it  at  discretion  to  duties  which  would 
exclude  it  from  the  markets  of  the  island,  the  projected  campaign  would  have 
excited  serious  and  outspoken  apprehensions  in  this  country,  and,  even 
admitting  that  the  cause  of  difference  might  not  hare  been  sufficient  to  cause 
them  to  depart  from  the  policy  they  had  elected  to  follow  the  prospect  of  the 
sacrifice  of  our  commercial  rights  in  Madagascar  would  have  drawn  forth  very 
earnest  remonstrances  from  her  Majesty's  Qovemment  and  from  public 
opinion  in  Great  Britain.  The  difficulties  which  naturally  attached  to  the 
French  undertaking  would  have  been  inoreaaed  to  a  formidable  degree  if  from 
the  first  it  had  been  known  in  the  island  that  England  was  protesting 
earnestly  against  the  war,  and  regarded  it  as  a  measure  calculated  to  inflict  a 
great  wrong  upon  her  conuneioe. 

"In  the  course  of  the  last  month  a  decree  was  issued  by  the  President 
of  the  French  Republic,  grestly  increasing  the  import  duties  upon  the 
principal  articles  of  British  manufacture,  and  therefore  carrying  still  further 
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the  infraction  uf  the  right}  whioh  British  marchants  posaeMsd  under  the 
treaty  of  1863  betvean  Orett  Britain  and  Madagascar,  and  the  Convention 
of  1S90  between  Great  Britain  and  France.  The  annexation  by  which  thesa 
rights  have  bean  set  aside  was  carried  out  by  an  expedition  commenced  aad 
completed  under  the  assurance  that  the  object  in  view  was  the  enforcement 
of  the  Protectorate,  and  therefore  the  maintenance  of  British  commerei&l 
privileges.  It  has  already  been  my  duty  to  place  in  the  hands  of  M. 
HanotAux,  the  late  MiniBt«r  of  Foreign  ASairs,  a  protest  against  the  wrong 
which  has  been  dona,  and,  in  our  judgment,  continues  to  ha  done,  to  the 
commerce  of  Great  Britain.  Partly  because  the  legislation  of  which  we 
complain  bos  recently  been  made  more  injurious,  partly  because  these  pro- 
ceadings  are  now  subjected  for  the  firat  time  to  the  judgment  and  decision  of 
another  Ministry,  I  have  the  honour,  on  behalf  of  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, to  repeat  my  protest  against  action  which,  in  their  opinion,  is  incon- 
ustent  with  the  international  righu  of  this  country,  and  with  the  assurances 
given  hy  the  Government  of  the  Republic." 

M.  Deloass^  on  July  21st,  promised  "a,t  once"  to  study  the  whole 
question,  but  thus  far  he  has  done  nothing  apparently. 

The  Blue  book  also  contains  accounts  of  other  complaints  a,^ainst  the 
French.  Thesis  related  to  changes  in  the  land  tenure,  to  the  creation 
of  a  Fi-ench  monopoly  for  the  coasting  trade,  to  obstructions  placed  on 
Indian  trade,  and  to  other  subjects.  The  only  satisfaction  obtained 
related  to  the  coasting  trade  monopoly,  explained  in  the  following  letter 
of  M.  Delcass^  to  Sir  E.  Monson  :— 

"In  two  letters,  dated  the  17th  and  23th  November  last,  your  Excellency 
has  done  me  the  honour  to  discuss  a  decree  which  the  Governor-General  of 
Madag.-Lscar  made  on  the  14th  September  Inst  with  the  object  of  reserving 
the  coasting  trade  between  the  ports  of  the  island  and  between  Madagascar 
and  the  neighbouring  islands  to  the  French  lla;. 

"The  Minister  for  the  Colonies,  to  whom  I  had  transmitted  these  com- 
munications, has  informed  me  that  the  measure  in  question  has  not  been 
acted  on.  My  colleague  has,  moreover,  been  informed  that  the  Governor- 
General  of  Madagascar,  by  reason  of  the  insufficiency  of  French  vessels  in 
number  and  tonnage  for  the  needs  of  commerce  and  of  the  revictualllng  of 
the  corps  of  occupation,  has  considered  it  his  duty  to  revolie  the  decree 
which  he  had  made  to  regulate  the  coasting  trade  on  the  coast  of  the  Great 
Ldand. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  communicate  to  your  E^tcellenc^  this  infornmtion, 
which  is  of  a  nature  to  dissipate  the  anxiety  which  had  arisen  among  foreign 
traders." 


Return  showing  the  Total  Imports  and 
Foreign  Trade  Exports  for  each  of  the  years  1891,  1694,  and 
{Comparative  Growth).  1897  of  the  following  twelve  countries,  viz.: — 
(1)  France  ;  (2)  German  Zollverein  and  German 
Empire;  (3)  Belgium  ;  (4)  Holland  ;  (5)RuH3ia;  (6)  Austria-Hungary; 
(7)  Denmark  ;  (8)  Sweden  and  Norway  ;  (9)  Spain  ;  (10)  Portugal  ; 
(11)  United  States;  (12)  United  Kinffiom.  {Sir  Jfoward  VineerU.) 
[363.]    Price  Jd. 
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Total  Imports  fob  eacb  or  thx  Yeabs  1 


,  1894,  AMD  1697. 


CODKTEIW. 

1891. 

1S94. 

1897. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Prance 

237,532,000 

191,796,000 

205,500,000 

Qennui    Zollverain    uid 
Oerm&n  Empire 

I   228,040,000 

210,250,000 

249.575,000 

124,785,000 

108,123,000 

Holland 

111,260.000 

120.603,000 

140.329,000 

Russia 

37,934,000 

55.957,000 

51,143,000 

58,333,000 

62,9;)8,000 

18,590,000 

19,387,000 

Sweden 

20,470,000 

19,510,000 

19.906,000 

12,390,000 

11,444,000 

13.345,000 

Sptun       

36,054,000 

31,185,000 

32.306,000 

Portugal 

11,243,000 

10,818.000 

United  States 

176,024,000 

136,457,000 

159,319,000 

TJmt«d  Kingdom.. 

435,441,000 

408.345,000 

451,029.000 

Total  Expobtb  foe  bach  of  thb  Ybabs  1891,  1894,  and  1897. 


CoDimUBS. 

1891. 

1894. 

1897. 

£ 

Fiuioe 

189,220,000 

164,984,000 

192,124,000 

0«rmaii  ZoUverem  and 
0«nntui  Empire 

176,980,000 

162,995,000 

197,785,000 

Belginm 

113,880,000 

96,982,000 

HolUnd 

94,786,000 

92,709,000 

123,255,000 

RnBsU 

70,739,000 

66,875,000 

68,993,000 

Austria  Hoogaiy.. 

65,659,000 

66,290,000 

13,835,000 

14,648,000 

Sweden 

17,943,000 

16,690,000 

18,906,000 

Normy 

7,243,000 

7,333,000 

Sl.i.       

36,455,000 

26,772,000 

Portngal 

United  States     

7,163,000 

8,176,000 

8,443,000 

184,267,000 

186,863,000 

218,957,000 

United  Kingdom.. 

309,114,000 

273,786,000 

294,174,000 

)  by  Google 


52  THK   LIBSRAI.  MAOAZtKE.  (Pebrumiy,  1899. 

The  Mag:azines  for  February. 

Tbb  Nineteenth  Cbntdbt  gives  first  place  to  two  articles  on  the 
Church  question — The  Freient  CrUig  in  the  Chureh  of  England, 
by  Lord  Halifax,  and  Rxtwiligm  and  Diaettablishmenl,  hy  Mr. 
George  Russell.  Sir  Henry  Howorth  otters  Some  Plain  Word* 
alxml  tfie  Catr'g  JVew  GoBpel  of  Peace,  and  Mr.  H.  F.  Wyatt 
discusses  War  at  the  Supreme  Teat  of  J^ational  Value.  Mr. 
Archibald  S.  Hurd  -writes  on  An  All-British  Cable  Sy»t«m,  a,  very 
interesting  and  important  subject.  There  are  also  articles  by  Mr. 
Arthur  Shadwell  on  The  London  Water  Supply  :  An  Answer,  by 
Mr.  J.  P.  Wallis  oa  Liberty  of  the  Free*  in  France,  and  by  Miss 
Agnes  Lambert  on  NegUcting  our  Cuglomere — A  Postscript. 

The  Conteuporary  Review  has  a  very  interesting  article  on  Sngland 
and  France,  by  M.  Francis  de  Pressens^.  It  is  all  to  the  good 
that  we  should  thus  freely  and  amicably  discuss  our  differences. 
Mr.  J.  T.  Wills,  with  the  help  of  a  map,  writes  on  The  Cape  to 
Cairo.  Major  General  Sir  W.  Gatacre,  K.C.B.,  in  After  the  Atbara 
and  Omdunnan  replies  to  Mr.  Norman  Bennett's  charges  made  last 
month  in  the  same  magazine.  There  are  also  articles  by  "  Pater- 
familias "  on  The  Sirdar's  College  at  Khartoum,  by  the  Right  Hon. 
O.  Shaw  Lefevre  on  London  Street  Improvements,  by  Lord  Masham 
on  Does  Trade  Follow  the  Flag  J— A  Reply,  and  by  "  A  Graduate  " 
on  An  Irish  Soman  Catholic  University. 

Tbe  Fortniohtly  Review  gives  first  place  to  an  anonymous  article  on 
EdutxUing  the  Libert^ — Lord  Rosebery  and  Hotne  Rule.  The 
Newfoundland  question  is  dealt  with  in  NeufoandUntds  Oppor- 
tunity, by  Mr.  Beckles  Willson  ;  the  Temperance  question  by  Mr. 
Frederick  Dolman  in  The  Liberal  Party  and  Local  Veto.  There 
are  two  articles  on  The  Cornmercial  Future — (1)  International 
Struggle  for  Life  by  Mr.  Brooks  Adams,  and  (2)  The  Commercial 
Sovereignty  of  the  Seas,  by  Mr.  Benjamin  Taylor.  "  An  Irish 
Unionist "  discusses  The  United  Irish  League  in  County  Mayo,  and 
Mr.  H.  J.  Tenn&nt,  M.P.,  Dangerous  Trades. 

The  National  Review  is  chiefly  notable  for  its  usual  excellent 
summaries  and  for  its  further  articles  on  the  Dreyfus  case. 


NOTICE. 

Three  new  leaflets  have  just  been  issued  by  the  Liberal  Publication 
Department : — 

No.  1790.— "Our  Leader's  Legacy:   Extracts  from  Mr.iQIod- 
stone's  Writings  and  Speeches."   Vlpp.    (3e.  per  100, 13e.  6<l. 
per  500,  25a.  per  1000. ) 
No.  i79i>     "A  ■  WeakandCowardlyAdminlstratlon':  ATory 

Peer  on  Our  Torv  Qovemment.       l;i.    (2b.  per  1000.; 
No.  179a.     "  Liberalism  In  the  Queen's  Reign."     4^.    (48.^6d. 
per  1000.) 
Single  copies  of  the  three  may  be  had,  post  free,  on  receipt  of  a  penny 
in  stamps. 
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ANNOTTNCEMENTS. 

The  special  attention  of  those  Subscribers  who  have  not  y^t  remitted 
their  snbscriptiona  for  the  current  ^ear  is  called  to  the  Third  Noticb 
which  will  be  found  attached  to  their  copy  of  this  number  of  the 
Magazine.  The  Department  would  be  greatly  obliged  if  those  not 
wishing  the  Maqazinb  to  be  sent  in  fatare  would  kindly  intimate  this, 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  remittances  should  be  made  at  oTtce  by  those 
proposing  to  continue  their  snbscriptions. 

Sabscribera  desirous  of  having  their  Maoazines  bound  can  have 
ibis  done  by  the  Department  if  desired ;  while  cases  for  binding  the  last 
and  previous  volumes  can  also  be  had,  price  Is.,  poit/ree. 

The  Reprint  of  Volume  I.  of  the  Liberal  Maoazink  is  now  ready 
Those  wishing  to  obtain  the  volume  to  complete  their  sets  should  make 
immediate  applioation.     Price  Ss.,  pott /ret  Ss.  6d. 
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(1)  Lord  Halsborr  0°  Company  Law  Reform.      ■ 

"  Whatever  they  did  in  that  direction  mnat  be  done  with  n«at  care, 
as  it  was  one  of  those  virtuous  things  that  might  have  an  entireyf  opposite 
effect  if  it  was  rashly  done.  They  uoiild  notxuppty  everyone  witli  prudence 
and  with  previaion  of  what  was  liliely  to  happen,  and  if  people  would  go 
into  partnerships  and  liave  Joint  tttock  Hharea  in  HOme  gold  mine  in  eome 
undiscovered  part  of  Africa  where  they  thought  they  were  going  to  get  200 
to  3iX)  per  ceot.  out  of  the  profits,  he  defied  ttic  ingenuity  of  any  Legislature 
in  the  world  to  protect  them  from  their  own  folly.  The  effect  of  adopting; 
any  panalising  claiise  would  be  to  drive  respectable  and  responsible  men  off 
the  directorate  of  tlie  companies,  not  for  fear  of  being  convicted  of  wrong- 
doing, bat  because  such  men  did  not  like  tu  be  brought  into  a  Court  of 
justice  or  to  be  used  thus  for  the  object  of  punisliing  or  detecting  a  few 
iraudnlent  people  who  cared  nothing  for  their  positions.  He  did  not  think 
legislation  on  the  subject  would  be  inappropri^e  in  order  to  prevent  auoh 
little  transactions  as  they  had  lieard  of  lately  in  some  of  their  Courts." 

12)  Sir  Henry  Fowler  on  Imperialism. 

"  I  will  not  say  that  I  am  a  Jingo,  because  I  do  not  know  what  it  meani>. 
1  will  not  say  that  I  am  a  'tittle  Englander';  no  one  knows  what  it  means  ; 
and  there  are  no  'little  Englandeis.'  But  I  use  language  which  can  be 
understanded  of  common  people.  I  am  opposed  to  ttie  foreign  policy  of 
Sir  E.  Ash  mead- Bartlett  and  I  am  opposed'  U>  the  foreign  policy  of  Mr. 
Labouchere.  I  am  opposed  to  both  those  foreign  policies  on  [irecisely  the 
same  grounds — namely,  the  interests  of  peace.  1  believe  in  neither  the  one 
nor  the  other,  and  if  either  should  be  adopted  by  thb  country— which  God 
forbid— it  would  inevitably  land  this  country  in  war.  An  aggressive 
England  would  be  a  standing  menace  to  the  other  Powers  of  Europe,  and 
we  know  what  that  wouUI  mean.  A-  weak  and  pusillanimous  England 
would  be  unable  to  defend  or  to  maintain  the  very  existence  of  the  Empire 
itaelf.  I  am  an  Imperialist  in  the  truest  sense  of  that  word.  I  am  an 
Imperialist  because  I  am  proud  to  be  a  citizen  of  what  1  believe  ia  the 
);reat«8t  Empire  the  world  has  ever  seen — an  Empire  whose  reign  liiv  been 
ibe  symbol  of  freedom,  of  justice,  of  civilisation,  and  of  progress." 

And  on  Irish  Local  Government  and  Home  Rule. 

"  Assume  that  the  Irish  people  will  work  the  measure  well  and  fairly, 
that  they  treat  the  minority  fairly,  that  there  is  no  proscription  on  acconnt 
of  creed,  that  they  work  it  efficiently  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  whole 
-eople  of  Ireland,  that  they  weld  together  the  classes  wlio  have  hitherto 
~  ~  '~i  conflict,  then  they  have  blown  to  the  wind  a  great  many  of  the 
omecMons  which  at  the  present  moment  are  predominant  in  the  English 
mind.  Parliament  and  the  people  of  Great  Britain  have  to  be  persuaded, 
and  it  is  no  use  to  censure  or  abandon  the  Liberal  party  because  they 
cannot  work  political  miracles  and  achieve  ^arty  im pons ibi titles.  I  agree 
with  Mr.  Balfour  'that  the  national  aspirations  of  Ireland  for  Home  Rule 
are  neither  dead  nor  dying.'  This  great  question  will  have  to  be  faceJ  and 
settled  in  a  spirit  of  common  sense  at  the  proper  time  and  in  the  proper 
way ;  and  I  tnink  it  is  not  beyond  the  probabilities  of  the  future  that  that 
question  will  be  settled  in  the  end,  not  bf  tlie  Liberal  or  Conservative 
pwties,  but  as  all  grave  eonstitntional  questions  have  been  settled— by  the 
combination  of  botli  parties  meeting  a  national  danger,  solving  &  national 
difficulty,  at)  statesmen  solve  national  difficulties,  with  the  onprsme  dosire 
to  do  what  is  best  for  both  Groat  Britain  and  Ireland. " 
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I. — Meetings  at   Dublin   to  consider    Roman   Catholic 
Univereity  Queetioti. 
(1)  Lord  Halsbury  at  Liverpool  od  Company  Law. 

2.— (2)  Sir  HeniT  Fowler  at  the  Natioaal  Liberal 
Club  (Midland   Counties   Dinner)  on    Current 
Politics. 
Mr.  Bryce  at  Liverpool  on  Secondary  Education. 
3.— Mr.  Balfour  at  Battersea  on  Education. 

Lord  James  of  Hereford  at  Huddersfield  on 

Current  Politics. 
Mr.  Gerald  Balfour  at  Leeds  on  Current  Politics. 
Mr.  Carson  at  Manchester  on  the  Tory  Record. 
4. — (3)  Sir  Edward  Grey  at  Hexham  on  Current  Politics. 
6.— Meeting  of  Liberal   Members  of  Parliament 
at  Reform  Club.     Sir  Henry  Catnpbell- 
Banoerman  unanimously  elected  Leader  at  the 
Liberal  Party  in  the  House  of  Commons.     (See 
pa?e73.) 


(3)  ffir  E.  Grey  on  Foreign  AflairB. 
"  Patting  aside  that  qnegtio  . 
made  for  peace.     The  firat  of  these  was  the  Czar's  nuuiifeeto,  which 


Potting  aside  that  qneRtion,  there  were  four  things  which  he  thoneht 

t  for  peace.     The  firat  of  these  was  the  Czar's  nuuiifeeto,  which  had 

called  forth  a  sreat  deal  of  enthusiasm  and  provoked  a  large  amount  of 


cynicism,  but  u  he  was  to  fall  into  an  error  he  would  prefer  to  fall  inl 
an    error  of  enthusiasm   than  into  an  error  of  cynicism.  .      .      His 

tiecond  point  was  that  vastly-improved  spirit  which  had  ariiten  in  discnssion 
between  ourselves  and  the  French.  He  slladed  particularly  lo  the  tone  of 
the  recent  debat«  in  the  French  Chamber.  There  was  a  husineMslike  Hpirit 
about  itwhich  made  hint  feel  there  was  a  desire  on  theotherside  of  the  Channel 
t«  make  difTerences  end  peaceably  and  a  conviction  that  the  British  Uovem- 
ment  were  prepared  to  meet  their  neighbours  half-way.  .  .  .  Thirdly, 
a  great  number  of  the  difficulties  and  the  anxieties  in  foreign  affair?  had 
come  from  the  competition  of  different  nations  to  annex  parts  of  Africa,  but 
the  competition  was  rather  lesH  keen  than  it  was  a  little  time  ago.  There 
had  come  over  the  European  nations  who  had  been  engaged  in  the  scramble 
for  Africa  a  sense  of  repletion.  After  a  foil  meal  succeede<l  the  process  of 
digestion — not  always  a  comfortable  process,  but  it  made  people  compara- 
tively sedentary.  He  hoped  something  of  the  kind  was  now  going  on  in  Africa, 
and  that  we  were  going  to  spend  more  time  in  digesting  what  we  had 
already  occupied  or  had  had  assigned  to  us  as  spheres  of  inSueoce  rather 
than  run  about  for  new  territory.  The  fourth  point  was  one  which  had 
begun  to  show  itself,  hut  was  perhaps  not  very  strong  yeL  It  was  that 
some  other  nations  brides  ourselves  were  beginning  to  lean  towards  the 
policy  of  the  open  door." 
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(1)  Mr.  Balfonr  on  Old-Age  Pensloiis. 

"  The  only  other  point  connected  with  lesiBlatioii  that  I  need  mention  is 
the  right  hon.  gentleman's  attack  upon  ob  tor  not  having  bnmglit  forwald 
on  the  present  occasion  a  scheme  for  deatinv  with  the  aged  poor.  I  thint 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  quite  believes  he  ih  within  his  rights  in  making 
that  attack,  but  he  will  forgive  me  for  sajtng  that  the  performances  of 
Parliament  are  not  to  be  indged  bj  the  programme  of  legislation  pnt 
forwani  at  the  beginning  oi  any  single  Session  nor  by  the  amoant  of 
legislation  which  each  Sesnion  gives  to  as  as  an  accomplished  fact.  Th^ 
are  to  be  judged  as  a  whole,  and  while  it  is  perfectly  trne  that  if  this 
Parliament  comes  to  an  end  without  our  having  been  able  to  cany  oat  the 
intentions  to  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  has  referred— if,  indeed,  it  be 
true,  as  he  seems,  1  will  not  say  to  nope,  bnb  to  anticipate  without  diaB&tiB- 
faction,  we  sliall  have  to  go  to  the  oountrv  without  naving  accomplished 
anytliingin  this  direction— then,  I  admit,  he  will  have  excellent  materisi 
for  the  speeches  wliich  he  doubtless  will  make  with  hisaccostomed  eloc^nence 
in  the  course  of  the  next  general  election.  1  take  a  more  sanguine  view  of 
thb  question  than  the  right  hon.  gentleman  does,  and  I  do  not  believe  that 
we  shall  do  him  the  excellent  service  of  supplying  him,  when  the  time 
comes,  with  all  tiiis  material  for  his  election  addresses." 

(2)  Sir  Edward  Grsr  on  China. 

"  A  good  many  of  the  concessions  with  which  we  were  presented  last 
Session  were  painted  in  rather  high  oolours  and  rather  overvalued.  The 
concession  of  the  non- alienation  of  the  Yaog-tsie  Valley  was  a  -"— *  Hi—™ 


Hjncession.     It  was  inflated  with  a  good  deal  of  eloquence  when  it  was 
iresented,  and  certainly  made  an  impression  upon  a  certain  portion  of  the 
le  1  but  when  that  eloquence  had  evaporated  and  further  knowled^ 
' — ir  hands,  it  appeared  that  this  concession  had  no  substance  if  ■' 


What  we  felt  was  that  it  was  not  so  much  quantity  as  quality  in 

tlie  concessions  we  required,  and  undoubtedly  that  which  would  more  than 
anything  else  render  concessions  valuable  was  improvement  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  country.  If  you  improve  the  administration  and  put  it  into 
the  hands  of  honest,  capable,  sensible  officials,  you  undoubtedly  do  more 
to  improve  the  prospects  of  trade  than  you  do  by  any  paper  conceesions. 
How  far  we  may  reap  the  value  of  a  concession  in  the  future  must  depend 
on  how  far  progress  is  made  in  the  introduction  of  Western  methods  into 
Chinese  ofticiafadministration." 

(3)  Lord  Kimberley  on  the  Church. 

"  Onesiugle  other  remark  I  wish  to  add.  I  was  stmck  hy  the  account 
which  the  noble  viscount  (Halifax)  gave  of  the  work  done  by  certain  clergy 
in  London.  He  mentioned,  I  think,  St.  Alban's,  and  the  admirable  elTorts 
made  by  the  congregation  of  that  church  to  support  tiieir  clerByman  and  to 
enable  tiim  to  carry  out  the  good  works  in  which  he  is  engag^  But  when 
he  was  speaking  it  seemed  to  me  that  he  was  almost  approaching  the 
subject  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  sect  of  Congregationalists.  The 
Church  of  England  is  not  a  Congregational  Church.  It  is  one  body, 
regulated  by  taw  and  established  as  one  body,  and  however  anxious  men 
may  be  to  carry  their  own  particular  views  into  effect,  and  however 
oeneficent  some  of  those  views  may  be,  still  it  is  not  consistent  with  the 
welfare  of  the  Church  that  beyond  certain  limits  there  should  be  a  depaitnie 
from  her  usual  practices." 

W  Vx.  Biirell  on  DisesUbllshment. 

"  Why  did  he  think  that  disestablishment  was  the  only  pos^ble 
solution !  Because  he  bad  seen  plainly  for  uiany  years  that  a  great  chasm 
existed  between  the  opinions  of  the  dominant  party  in  the  Church  of 
England,  between  the  opinions  of  the  most  active  and  zealous  in  the  Church 
of  England,  and  those  of  the  great  body  of  the  laity,  a  gnlf  which  he  did 
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Febrn&ry  7. — Opening  of  Parliamentary  Session.  House  of 
Lords.  The  Queen's  Speech  (see  page  68). 
Address  moved  and  aeconded  by  the  Duke  of 
Bedford  and  Lord  Cawdor.  Speeches  by 
Lord  Klmberley  and  Lord  Salisbury. 

House  of  Commons.  Sessional  order  prohibiting 
Peers  from  taking  part  in  Parliamentary  Electiona 
carried  by  359  to  90  (majority  269), 
Address  moved  and  seconded  by  Captain  BagOt 
and  Mr.  W.  F.  D.  Smith.  Speeches  by  Sir  H. 
Campbell-Bannerman,  (1)  Mr.  Balfour,  Sir 
C.  Dilke,  and  Mr.  Brodrick. 

I.  8.— House  of  Commons.  SirRAshmead-Bartlett's 
Chinese  Amendment  discussed  and  witJidrawn. 
Speeches  by  Mr.  Brodrick  and  (2)  Sir  Edward 
Grey. 
Mr.  S.  Smith's  Clerical  "  lAwleasnees "  Amend- 
ment. 

„  9.— House   of    Lords.        The    Crisis    in    the    Church. 

Speeches  hy  the  Bishop  of  Winchester  the 
Bishop  of  Loadon,  Lord  Halifax,  (3)  Lord 
Klmberley^  and  the  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury. 

House  of  Commons.  Mr.  S.  Smith's  Clerical 
"Lawlessness"  Amendment  rejected  by  221  to 
89  (majority  132).  Speeches  by  Lord  Cran- 
bome,  (4)  Mr.  Birrell,  and  Mr.  Balfour. 

not  believe  could  ever  be  bridged  over.  Every  one  admitted  the  great 
revival  in  the  Anglican  Church.  The  Church  aaserted  that  her  prieate  were 
■apematnrally  endowed,  and  they  asserted  that  they  were  able  to  perform 
daily  the  miracle  of  tlie  maw.  There  were  clergymen  who  claimed  the 
right  to  reserve  the  ftacrament  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  it  to  the  bed  of 
the  <lyin}(.  Parliament  might  sit  up  allnight  and  pass  Bome  wonderful  Act 
of  Parliament  putting  down  the  ceremonial  of  the  incense  and  the 
reservation  of  the  sacrament.  But  what  they  could  not  pat  down  were 
things  that  were  important,  and  they  were  matteis  whiclt  marked  the  great 
Knlf  of  opinion  ^thich  was  immutably  fixed  between  Chose  who  adhered  to 
doctrinee  and  viewi  expressed  with  bo  mnch  force  and  fervour  and  those 
who  believed  the  whole  thins  was  a  myth  and  a  delusion.  He  was  satisfied 
that  the  only  way  in  which  the  religious  spirit  could  be  maintained  without 
danger  to  anyone's  fervour  or  faith  was  that,  as  soon  as  might  be,  they 
shomd  set  their  house  in  order  and  prepare  for  disestablishment.  By 
the  severance  of  the  Church  from  the  State  the  latter  would  not  aa 
a  penny  the  worse.  .  .  .  Devout  Churchmen  must  feel  that  it  would  be 
a  great  day  for  the  Chnrch  when  she  recovered  her  proper  voice  in  Con- 
vocation, and  was  for  ever  yat  at  that  detestable  House  of  Commons, 
of  a  BOOceBsion  of  Prime  Ministers — some  of  tliein  of  Jewish  origin — and  of 
that  blood-curdling  doctrine  of  tiie  Roval  supremacy  to  which  the  learned 
Chnrchvarden  on  the  front  Opposition  oenchoowednunseU." 
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(1)  Ur,  Asqnitli  ou  the  Land  Queatioa. 
"  In  the  first  place,  you  ougbt  to  give  to  the  local  authority  of  every 

npon 
community  to  employ  the  land  bo  acquin 

inteTssts.     In  the  second  place,  you  do  n,. _, _.  _  . 

report  o£  a  Royal  Commismon  to  propone  hiipIi  a.  reform  of  the  law  of  loc&l 
rating  an  will  make  it  impoesihle  for  a  man  to  withhold  land  from  poblic 
use — or,  at  least,  if  he  does  bo,  will  compel  him  to  do  so  at  the  price  of 
contributing  to  the  rat«8  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  public- spirited 
landowner  wlio  does  his  dnty  is  require*!  to  contribute.  LaetW,  and  mi>st 
important  of  all.  we  wont  a  Hystem  of  municipal  taxation  under  which  it 
will  be  possible,  in  every  case  of  great  works  of  mnnici^l  development 
which  do  so  much  to  enhance  the  value  of  land,  to  throw  a  just  share  of  the 
cost  of  such  works  on  the  owners  of  land,  instead  of.  aa  at  present,  throwing 
it  ^1  on  the  occupiera.  That  is  a'  very  simple  and  a  very  intelligible  pro- 
cess, and  if  any  one  on  the  other  Hide  of  tlie  House  as  representing  the 
Government  or  as  representing  Conservative  opinion  can  challenge  it,  I  will 
put  to  him  these  questions.  In  the  first  place,  is  my  statement  as  to  the 
existing  condition  of  things  exa^erated  or  unfnir,  and,  if  so,  in  what 
pajticular  ?  And,  in  the  next  place,  is  any  one  of  tlie  remedies  suggest«il 
inconsistent  with  sound  principles  of  economy  or  the  elementary  rules  of 
justice ! " 

(2)  Sir  U.  WMte  Bldley  on  the  Ciovemmeat  and  Wales. 

"  The  seconder  of  the  amendment  dealt  with  the  question  of  the  Chnrch 
and  of  the  land  in  Wales,  but  the  hon.  member  could  not,  and  protiably  did 
not,  expect  that  the  Government  would  propose  to  deal  with  tlie  English 
Church  and  with  tlie  land  with  special  and  se|>arati0  reference  to  Wales.  If 
they  desired  those  matters  dealt  with  separately  for  Wales  they  must  get 
other  people  to  do  it." 

(3)  Sir  Hsnrr  OampbeU-BanneTiiiaii  on  the  I^rds. 

"  What  is  the  position  taken  up  on  this  question  by  the  great  mass  of 
liberals  throughout  the  country  T  It  ir  simply  this — that  the  present 
relations  and  relative  proportions  of  power  of  the  two  Houses  of  the 
Letrislature  constitute  an  unfair  and  dangerous  anomaly.  ■  ■  There  are 
and  must  be— there  always  have  been  and  always  must  be^n  every 
country,  as  well  aa  here— two  attitudes  and  two  dixpositions  in  politics. 
.  .  .  In  this  country  they  may  be  said  broadly  to  be  about  eqnally 
divided.  At  one  time  the  balance  leans  one  way,  at  another  time  another. 
At  the  last  general  election  there  was,  let  me  say,  a  rather  appalling 
majority  on  the  other  aide.  Was  that  majority  supported  by  auditing 
like  a  corresponding  number  of  votes  in  the  country  *  We  all  know  it  wa>> 
not  so.  and  tliat  the  turn  of  a  very  small  percentage  of  votea  wodM  have 
had  a  precisely  opposite  effect  to  that  which  we  saw.  At  the  election 
before,  perhaps,  tne  electoral  machinery  operated  the  other  way.  We 
cannot  account  for  these  freaks  in  our  electoral  system,  but  in  the  main  I 
shall  not  be  contradicted  when  I  say  that,  varying  a  little  from  one  side  to 
the  other,  opinion  in  this  country  reratun.'t  pretty  equally  divide<l,  with, 
perhaps,  a  tendency  towards  the  side  of  progress,  as  I  think  I  may  surely 
claim,  seeing  the  whole  course  of  progressive  legislation  of  the  lant 
couple  of  centuries.  If  that  is  the  condition  of  political  opinion  in  the 
country,  what  have  we  in  the  Upper  Chamber  of  the  Legislature!  We 
have  an  overwlielming  opinion  in  the  other  direction — not  only  a  majority 
greater  than  exists  in  tne  country,  but  a  majority  out  of  all  proportion 
to  anything  that  could  possibly  be  claimed  in  the  country.  We 
who  are  In  a  minority  in  this  HouHe,  and  to  a  much  less  degree  a  minority 
in  the  country,  are  now  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  House  of  Lords,  anil 
we  are  still  more  at  the  mercy  of  the  House  of  Lords — at  least,  it  is  still 
more  distressing  for  ns — on  occasions  when  the  balance  has  gone  a  little 
Uie  other  way  and  we  happen  to  have  a  majority  here." 
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Febru»ry  10.— House  of  Lords.        Companies  Bill  read  » 
second  time.     Speech  hj  Lord  Dudlcy. 

House  of  Commons.  Mr.  E.  J.  C.  Morton's 
liand  in  Towns  Amendment  rejected  by  157  to 
124  (majority  33).     Speeches  by  Mr.  Chaplin,     . 

S<  Mr.  Asquith,  Mr.  Balfour,  Mr.  Fletcher 
oulton,  and  Mr.  Goschea. 

„        13. — House  of  Lords.     Formal  sitting. 

House  of  Commons.  Queen's  Speech  — 
Address.  Mr.  Herbert  Lewis's  Welsh 
Amendment  rejected  by  194  to  144  (majority 
50).  Speeches  by  (2)  Sir  M.  White  Ridley 
and  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman. 
Mr.  Labouchere's  House  of  Lords  Amendment 
lost  by  223  to  105  (majority  118)  after 
Mr.  LanSOn  Walton's  Amendment  to  Mr. 
Laboucbere'a  Amendment  was  lost  by  257  to  107 
(majority  150).     Speeches  by  (3)  Sir  H.  Camp> 

bell-Bannermao  and  Mr.  Balfour. 

„         14. — House  of  Lords.     Formal  business. 

House  of  Commons.     Mr.  James  Lowther's 

Motion  for  a  Select  Committee  to  enquire  into 
alleged  interference  of  Peers  in  Electiooa  lost  by 
230  to  119  (majority  111). 

The  Queen's  Speech— Address.  Mr.  Weir's 
Scottish  Crofters  Amendment  lost  by  197  to  142 
(majority  55).  Speeches  by  the  Lord  Advocate 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Shaw. 

Mr.  Herbert  Roberts's  Calcutta  Municipality 
Amendment  discussed  and  withdrawn.  Speeches 
by  Sir  H.  Fowler  and  Lord  George 
Hamiltoa. 

Mr.  Swift  MacNeiU's  Ministers  and  Directorships 
Amendment  discussed.      Speeches   by    Sir    M. 

Hicks-Beach  and  Sir  H.  Campbell-Baooer- 
man. 
North  Birmingham  By-Election,  consequent  on 

the     resignation    of     the     Right     Hon.     W- 

Kenrick  (LU).       Unopposed   return  of    Mr. 

J.  T.  Middlemore  (LU). 

Representation  unchanged. 

1892.  1895. 

Kenrick  (LU)   -     -     4,814  I  Kenrick  (LU)   -     -     4,547 

Bloor(L)-    •    -    -    2,084    Lancaster  (L)    -    -     1,213 
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(1)  Sir  H.  Oampbell-BaiUieniUIl  on  tho  Irish  Qaeation. 

"  The  LiberaJ  party  Btouds  to  Home  Rule  as  it  stood  before.  What  I 
said  iD  the  speech  to  my  coDstitnents  on  the  occasion  to  wliich  he  refera  I 
repeat  now.  We  are  practical  men,  and  we  are  men  of  common  aense.  He, 
apparently,  invites  us  to  go  on  year  after  jrear  passing  resolntions  of  tbia 
sort,  which  do  not  advance  the  caose  one  whit,  and  he  invites  ns  also  to 
promise  and  ple^lge  ouiselvee  before  the  world  that,  whatever  the  situation 
or  the  circumstandee  may  be,  this  sliall  be  the  very  tirat  subject  with  which 
we  shall  deal  when  we  have  the  opportunity  of  dealing  with  any  subject. 
The  hon.  gentleman  knows  perfectly  well  the  conditions  of  public  life  and 
the  instmments  with  which  we  work  in  public  life.  The  Liberal  party  wait 
describetl  by  its  great  leader  as  a  great  instrument  for  progress,  tt  is  a 
great  instrument  for  progress,  and  the  question  is,  How  are  we  best  to  nso 
that  great  instrument  T  The  Hon.  member's  idea  of  doing  the  best  is  to 
exhaust  the  patience  of  all  the  members  of  the  party  by  continually 
atriving  to  attain  what  is  unattainable — ^wliat  is  for  the  moment  unattain- 
aWe,  as  1  said  in  the  words  quoted,  "  kicking  against  a  stone  waJl " — 
while  in  the  meantime  all  other  questions,  however  urgent  they  may  be  to 
tbem.  however  deeply  affecting  their  own  interests  and  their  concepuons  of 
public  policy,  are  to  t>e  set  aside.  So  far  from  that  being  the  meet  direct 
and  straight  and  immediate  nay  of  helping  Home  Rule,  it  is  the  very  way 
to  liinder  it.  The  proper  way  is  to  retain — and  as  long  as  I  have  connection 
with  it  I  shall  endeavour  to  retain — the  force  and  energy  of  the  Liberal 
party  and  be  ready  to  apply  it,  when  opportunity  offers,  to  such  a  subject 
as  it  seems   most  likely   capable  of   being  effectively  applied    to.      Oar 

K'nciples  are  well  known.  They  have  been  declared  over  and  over  again, 
e  only  question  that  remains  is  ae  to  the  method  of  their  application. 
Of  the  most  effective  method  of  their  application  we  have  a  right  to  retMn 
onr  judgment.  That  right  I  am  not  willing  to  surrender  either  to  the  hon. 
member  for  Waterford  or  to  any  hon.  friend  behind  me  who  is  strongly  in 
favour  of  any  particular  reform,  because,  as  I  say,  the  true  way  to 
accomplish  success  in  legislative  reform  is  to  apply  your  forces  at  the 
proper  moment  in  the  right  direction." 

<2)  Lord  SaUebur?  on  the  late  M.  Faure. 

"  I  tliink  that  I  should  take  this  opportunity  of  expreesing  what  I  am 
sure  must  be  in  the  thoughts  of  all  your  lordshipe—our  deep  sympathy  with 
our  great  neighbour  and  ally  across  the  Channel  at  the  terrible  calamity 
which  has  suddenly  deprived  her  of  a  most  valuable  and  estimable 
President.  I  do  not  think  we  can  express  in  too  strong  terma  how  mncb 
we  sympathise  with  France  in  this  event.  Her  late  IVesident  was  a  man 
singularly  adapted  to  the  position  which  he  held,  and  he  had  greatly 
attached  himself,  not  only  to  the  people  of  his  own  country,  but  to  those  of 
neighl>ouring  countries.  In  any  case  and  at  any  time  it  would  have  been 
very  dilHcatt  to  fill  his  place.  He  had  that  steady  judgment,  that  freedom 
from  bias  and  passion,  and,  at  the  same  time,  from  any  encroaching 
ambition  which  might  have  marred  the  authority  and  impartiality  of  his 
office,  which  enabled  him  in  a  singular  manner  to  fulR]  his  conflicting  and 
often  very  dilBcult  duties.  I  hope  that  we  shall  be  able  to  see  a  continu- 
ance of  his  wise  government  in  the  future.  The  time  at  whi»ji  he  has  been 
taken  away  is  one  which  makea  his  loss  additionally  felt,  for  there  are 
difficiiltieB  both  in  the  external  relations  witli  Europe  and  tlie  internal  con- 
ditions and  problems  which  France  hsa  to  solve.     Let  us  hope  that  the 

._. _..i. — -irhB  maybe,  to  whom  shall  be  assigned  the  difficult  taek 

" '         ■'  1  high  impartiality,  the  same 

e  fnendlinene  to  ttus  country 
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Febrawy  15. — House  of  Commons.  The  Queen's  Speech- 
Address.  Mr.  MacNeill's  Mioiatera  and 
Directorships  AmendmeDt  loat  by  247  to  143 
(majority  104).  Speeches  by  Mr.  Balfour  axtd 
Mr.  Asquith. 

„         16. — House  of  Lords.     British  Seamen  in  Buenos  Ayres. 
Speech  by  Lord  Salisbury. 

House  of  Commons.  The  Queen's  Speech- 
Address.  Mr,  Seton-Karr's  Food  Supply  in 
War  Time  Amendment  diBcuesed  and  ne^a.tived 
without  a  division.  Speeches  by  Mr.  Ritchie 
and  Mr.  Biyce. 
Mr.  John  Redmond's  Amendment  asking  for 
Legislative  Independence  for  Ireland  lost  by 
300  to  43  (majority  257).  Speeches  by  Mr. 
Haldane  and  (1)  Sir  H.  Campbell-Banner- 
man. 

Sudden  Death  of  President  Faure. 

17.— House  of  Lords.  The  Death  of  tJie  French 
President  Speeches  by  (2)  Lord  Salisbury 
and  Lord  Kimberley, 
Discussions  on  the  Royal  Military  College,  Sand- 
hurst, and  the  Ordnance  Factories.'  Speech  by 
Lord  Lansdowne. 

House  of  Commons.  The  Death  of  the  French 
President.  Speeches  by  Mr.  Balfour  and 
Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman. 

The  Queen's  Speech -Address.  Mr.  Field's 
Irish  Railway  Rates  Amendment  discussed  and 
withdrawn.  Speeches  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour 
and  Mr.  Br3rce. 

Mr.  Davitt's  Irish  Distress  Amendment  discussed. 
Speeches  by  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour  and  Mr. 
Dillon. 

Londonderry  By-Election  consequent  on  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  E.  F.  V.  Knox  (N). 

Count  Moore  (N) 2,3-13 

Mr.  E.  Herdman  (U) 2,301—42 

Representation  unchanged. 

1892.  1895. 

Roes  (C)  .     -     -     -     1,982  I  Knox  <N)     -     ■     -     2,033 

M'Carthy  (N)  ■    •     I,9ft4  j  Ross  <C)  -    -    -    -     1,954 
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(t)  lb.  Bitchie  on  Railway  LegiHlation. 

"He  was  sore  that  if  the  railway  companieg  could  be  persuaded  tliat 
theee  automatic  couplings,  if  adopted,  wouid  greatly  conduce  to  the  savinK 
of  life  and  injury  to  liinb  no  queation  of  cost  would  stand  in  tlie  way.  He 
already  had  some  negotiations  with  the  churmen  of  the  principal  railway 
companien  coming  to  London,  and  he  had  drafted  a  Bill  dealing  with  Ihe 
queetion.  He  thonght  it  was  only  right  tJiat  the  railway  conipiuiiea  should 
have  the  opportunity  of  explaining  their  views  upon  a  matter  wliieh  afTected 
them  BO  much,  and  if  he  conid  induce  the  House — as  he  hoped  to  do  at  an 
early  period  of  the  Session— to  read  the  Bill  a  second  time,  the  Bill  ought 
to  be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  so  that  eiidence  could  be  given  to 
ahow  the  railway  companies  that  the  fears  which  they  entertained  in  regard 
to  thoHe 'proposals  were  unfounded." 

&)  Ur.  Havslock  Wilson  on  Loss  of  Life  amongst  Seamen. 

"  Only  two  weeks  a^  aprominent  shipowner  in  Hartlepool  wrote  to  the 
Colonial  Secretary  asking  him  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  extend  this  Act  to 
seamen.  The  Home  Secretary  had  declared  that  the  object  of  the 
Government  was  to  ext«nd  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act  to  what  lie 
might  call  'the  moat  dangeroas  industries  of  the  country.'  If  that  had 
been  the  object  of  the  Uov-emment,  then  undoubtedly  the  shipping  trade 
ought  to  have  been  included  as  one  of  the  first  to  which  the  Act  shoulil 
have  applied,  because  the  loss  of  life  at  sea  was  appalling  compared  with 
the  loss  of  life  in  any  other  industry  in  the  country.  For  the  years  1890, 
1S9T,  and  1898,  the  number  of  persons  killed  per  100,000  of  those  einployeil 
was,  in  the  mining  industry,  134  ;  in  railways,  119 ;  in  factories  and  work- 
shops, 14 ;  and  in  sliipping  no  less  than  769.  These  were  startling  tigures ; 
and  the  evil  to  which  they  pointed  had  been  going  on  for  year>." 

(3)  Lord  Hncb  Cecil  on  Bishops  in  the  House  of  Lords. 

"  I  do  not  think  that  the  Church  as  a  Church  ought  to  hat'e  any  tiling  in 
the  nature  of  a  privilege.  If  the  presence  of  the  Bishops  in  the  House  of 
Lords  is  to  he  defended,  it  cannot  be  defended  as  a  matter  of  right  to  the 
Church.  I  feel  that  argument  very  strongly  indeed.  The  idea  undoubtedly 
used  to  be  held  very  widely  that  the  Church  sliould  be  Hingle<l  out  from 
other  denominations,  and  be  given  special  advantages  and  privileges.  But 
tliat,  I  think,  is  a  vicious  idea.  It  is  right  that  we  should  separate  tlie 
idea  of  exclusive  privilege  from  the  idea  of  an  Established  Church.  But  I 
think  that  the  presence  of  the  Bishops  in  the  House  of  Lords  is  to  be 
defended  on  a  quite  different  ground.  I  think  it  is  to  l>e  defended  not 
becanne  it  is  a  privilege  of  the  Church,  but  because  it  is  a  general  benelit  to 
the  community.  It  appears  to  me  the  House  of  Lords  properly  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  a  Second  Chamber  ought  to  be,  not  less  reprenentative  of  the 
different  classes,  especially  the  better  educated  classes,  but  more  represen- 
tative ;  that  we  should  look  in  the  future  to  gradually  changing  the 
constitution  of  the  House  of  Lords  in  some  respects  to  make  it  more 
completely  representative  of  the  bett«r  educated  classes  of  the  community. 
Here  we  have  in  the  presence  of  the  Bishops  in  the  House  of  Lords  the 
germ  of  such  a  change,  a  number  of  gentlemen  who  really  do  represent  a 
widespread  and  important  phase  of  public  opinion.  ...  I  sliould  be 
very  glad  if  representatives  of  the  great  Nonconformist  bodies  were  added 
to  the  House  of  Lords  as  life  peeni,  and  I  believe,  if  they  were,  that  a 
great  feeling  of  bittemees  would  be  removed,  and  great  strength  would  be 
added  to  the  House  of  Lords." 
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1899. 

February  20.— House  of  Lords.    JKoneplendinff  Sill  intro- 
duced by  Lord  James  of  Hereford  and  read 

a  first  time. 

House  of  Commons.  Metropolitan  Streetn 
Act  Amendment  Bill  introduced  by  Sir 
M.  White  Ridley  and  read  a  first  time. 

JHetfopoUtan  Water  Companiet  Sill 

introduced  by  Mr.  ChapUn  and  read  a  first 
time.    Speech  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton. 

Provisional  Order  (Scotland)  Sill  intro- 
duced by  the  Lord  Advocate  and  read  a  first 
time.  Speech  by  Sir  H.  Campbell- Banner- 
man. 

The  Oueen's  Speech— Address.  Mr.  Davitt's 

Irish  Distreaa  Amendment  loet  by  203  to  122 
(majority  81). 

Mr.  Steadman's  Postal  and  Telegraph  Employ^ 
Amendment  lost  by  139  to  91  (majority  68), 
Speech  by  Mr.  Hanbury. 

Mr.  Maddison's  Prevention  of  Railway  Casual- 
ties Amendment  discussed  and  withdrawn. 
Speeches  by  (1)  Mr.  Ritchie  and  Mr.  Bryce. 

„        21. — House  of  Lords.     Formal  business. 

House  of  Commons.  The  Queen's  Speech- 
Address  £w:reed  to.  {'£)  Mr.  Havelock 
Wilson's  Motion  for  extending  Compensation 
Act  to  Seamen  lost  by  206  to  125  (majority  81). 

Mr.    Herbert    Lewis's   Motion    against    the 

Presence  of  Bishops  in  the  House  of  Lords  loet 
bv  200  to  129.  Speeches  by  Sir  E.  Clarke, 
(3)  Lord  Hugh  Cecil,  Sir  Robert  Reid,  and 
Sir  R.  Webster. 

North-West  Lanark  By-Electlon  consequent  on 
the  death  of  Mr.  J.  G.  Holbum  (L). 

Dr.  Charles  Douglas  (L)      •         -     6,723 
Mr.  Grieme  Whitelaw  (C)   -        -    5,364—359 
Representation  unchanged. 

1892.  1895. 

Whitelaw  (C)    -    -    4,770  I  Holbum  (L)-    -    -    .^,244 
Reade  (L)    -    -    -    4,689  |  Whitelaw  (C)    -    -    5,147 
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( 1 )  Sir  Wftlter  Foster  on  the  Cotuge  Homw  Bill. 

"  Thin  Bill  wait  tlie  direct  reault  of  the  hopee  lieUI  out  to  the  working 
claHseH  hy  members  of  tjie  present  Uovemtiient  m  well  tut  by  othent,  thnt 
they  Hhoulil  have  Huuner  or  ]at«r  Kome  provision,  other  thitn  the  Poor  Law, 
in  their  old  oee.  The  principle  which  the  Bill  would  aHirra  wiu<  that  the 
Honse  believed  the  time  liad  come  wlien  some  HtepH  xliould  be  taken 
n'hereby  the  aged  poor  migl it  avoid  tliextignia  of  pauperiiim." 

(2)  Mr.  John  Uorley  on  the  Soudan. 

"  Even  thotte  who  know  ]cs«  liixtory  than  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  does  are  aware  that  if  there  is  one  lesiton  that  liietory  teaches 
more  constmitly  and  more  impressively  than  anoUier  it  is  that  when  an 
Empire  or  a  kint^cloni  relien,  not  upon  tta  own  people,  but  on  baniln  of 
foreign  mercenaries,  its  decline  and  fall  may  not  be  rapid,  bnt  it  is  nnre. 
There  in  one  other  remark  I  should  like  to  make  touching  a  similar  point, 
and  I  do  not  think  it  iH  unworthy  the  attention  of  snch  a  practical  body  as 
the  HouHB  of  Commons  in.  Ih  it  good  lo  extend  these  areas  of  your 
dominion  which  are  only  capable  of^beins  f^vemetl  hy  despotic  nilem  T 
I  cannot  think  that  it  is  good.  It  cannot  be  good  fur  the  ruler  ;  it  cannot 
be  good  for  national  character ;  it  cannot  be  good  for  the  majtimti 
and  principlex  of  free  government.  When  you  annex  this  great  new 
territ^irT,  yoD  must  recognine  the  fact  that  you  cannot  set  up  a  Pariiament 
in  the  Soudan.  You  must  govern  it  by  a  ruler  practically  despotic,  thongli 
1  hope  with  pretty  fimi  and  stiff  instructions  and  supervision  from  this 
country.  But,  however  all  this  may  be,  b^  the  step  you  have  taken, 
depeniiing  as  it  does  upon  despotic  rule,  calling  as  it  does  for  enaniiou!> 
expenditure,  involving  as  it  does  the  use  of  troops  wliich  are  not  Britisli, 

J'ou  are  uncoiutciously— and  history  will  mark  us  as  having  done  it~trans- 
onning  the  basis  and  conditions  of  your  Empire." 

(3)  Sit  H.  OatupbsIl-BaiUlWIIUUl  on  the  Soudon. 

"  But  wliat  we  have  now  to  deal  with  is  tlie  fact  that  we  are  there. 
Even  my  hon.  friend  the  member  for  Nortliompton  {Mr.  Labourhere) — ami 
1  go  back  to  him  and  make  him  the  foundation  of  my  theory  in  the  matter 
— odmitii  not  only  that  we  cannot  leave  Egypt  but  tliat  we  cannot  leave 
tlie  Soudan  in  existing  circnmstances  ;  and  if  my  right  hon.  friend's  motion 
had  meant  that  we  were  to  retrace  our  steps  and  undo  what  lias  already 
been  done,  then  I  should  certainly  not  liave  voted  for  it ;  but,  regarding  it 
as  a  continued  protest  against  a  policy  of  which  we  have  already  expressed 
on  advente  opinion,  I  liave  no  hesitation  in  voting  for  it.  \V  e  are  in  the 
Soudan,  and  we  ask  whetlier  it  was  reasonably  andsoljerly  undertaken,  or 
whether  it  was  undertaken  rashly,  and  with  that  rieiir  Ugrr  which  usually 
precedes  disaster  we  must  face  the  responsihility  which  we  have  undertaken. 
The  discussion  to-night  will,  I  believe,  have  brought  out  what  is  after  all, 
notwitlistouding  the  division  whicii  will  occur  and  tlie  apparent  ditferenceof 
opinion,  a  substantial  agreement  as  to  the  immediate  policy  to  be  pursued. 
The  riglit  lion,  gentleman  lias,  to  some  degree,  given  a  faint  sketch  of  the 
nature  of  tlie  government  under  Lord  Kitchener  in  the  Soudan.  It  is  too 
much  to  expect  that  that  should  be  an  elaborate  system  of  government. 
For  the  moment  it  is  a  government  by  military  law,  and  therefore  of  an 
absolutist  and  wholly  personal  character ;  hut  a  time  will  soon  come,  no 
doubt,  and  the  sooner  the  better — if  what  we  hope  will  happen  with  regard 
to  onr  relations  with  France  occurs  there  will  be  less  need  for  delay^but 
sooner  or  later  a  [uore  orderly  and  regular  Uovemment  will  be  established, 
and  then  I  hope  we  shall  have  less  to  regret  after  all  than  some  of  ns 
possibly  may  feel  in  the  condition  of  tlie  great  country  for  which  we  have 
Moome  responsible." 
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1899. 

Febnury  23.— House  of  Commons.  Mr.  John  Hutton's 
Cottage  Homes  Sill  read  a  second  time 
without  a  division,  and  referred  to  a  Select 
CoiDmittee.  Speeches  by  Mr.  Chaplin  and 
(n  Sir  Walter  Foster. 

„       23.— House  of  Lords.    Her  Majesty's  Reply  to  the 
Address. 

House  of  Commons.  Food  and  Dmgn 
BUI  introduced  by  Mr.  Walter  Long,  and 
read  a  firat  time. 

Mr.  Balfour's  Supply  Resolution  agreed  to.  Mr. 
Dalziel's  Amendment,  making  the  minimum 
number  of  days  for  Supply  23  instead  of  20 
rejected  by  246  to  92  {majority  15*). 

jAmdon  X/oeal  Oovemntent  BUI  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  Balfour  and  read  a  first  time. 
Speeches  by  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannennan, 
Mr.  Sydney  Buxton,  and  Mr.  Courtney- 

Rotberham  By-Election  consequent  on  tlte 
resignation  of  the  Right  Hon.  A.  H.  D- 
Acland  (L). 

W.  H.  Holland  (L) 6,671 

Vernon  Wragfte(C)     -    -    -    -    4,714—1,957. 

Representation  nnchanged. 

1886.  1892. 

Acland  (L)  -    -    -    5,155  I  AcUnd  (I-)    -    -    -    6,567 

Foljambe(LT;)-    -    2,070  |  Foljambe  (LU)  -    -    2,839 

Mr.  Brodrlck  at  the  Holbom  Restaurant  on 
Foreign  Affairs. 

24.- House  of  Lords.      The  Sultan   of  Muscat- 
Statement  by  Lord  Onslow. 

House  of  Commons.  Army  Supplementary 
Estimates.  (2)  Mr.  John  Morley's  Motion 
to  reduce  Vote  by  £100,  to  call  attention  to  the 
Oovemmenb's  policy  in  Egypt,  and  to  the  cireum- 
Btances  of  the  Nile  Expedition,  lost  by  167  to 
58  (majority  109).  Speeches  by  Mr,  Brodrick, 
Mr.  Courtney,  Sir  E.  Grey,  (3)  Sir  H. 
Campbell-Baiuierman,  and  Mr.  Balfour. 
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(1)    Sir  Edwwd  Qrey  on  the  Growth  of  National  Expenditure. 

"  Thev  liad  not  spoken  much  about  finance  in  recent  years.  The 
coontry  hod  been  very  prosperoua.  but  they  had  been  spending  very  freelvi 
and  be  thouKht  the  time  had  come  when  the  question  shoald  be  Herionaly 
considered.  He  gathered  tliat  in  the  last  20  years  the  expenditure  of  the 
country  had  Increaaeil  50  per  cent.,  whilst  tlie  popalattOD  had  increased  2D 
oer  cent  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  told  them  some  time  ago  that 
the  Ave  years  from  1892  to  1897  the  countrr's  expenditure  had  iucreued 


fe 


twelve  per  cent.,  while  the  revenue  haif  increased  b 
111  only  " 


«  could  only  be  one  ending  to  that  sort  of  proceee.  Every  schoolboy 
with  an  allowance  knew  what  that  must  end  in — either  he  mnat  get  into 
debt  or  hie  allowance  mimt  be  increased.  The  cause  of  this  increase  of  ex- 
penditure liad  undoubtedly  been  the  increase  in  ex|ienditure  for  the 
Army  and  Navy.  That  had  resulted  from  the  great  strain  of  competition 
between  nations.  How  far  it  would  be  possible  for  the  proposals  which  the 
Czar  had  made  to  diminish  that  strain  it  would  be  impossible  for  them  to 
aay,  but  what  he  felt  about  the  Czar's  proposal  was  that  tlie  indirect  con- 
sequences might  be  in  the  long  run  much  greater  than  the  direct  conse- 
quences. It  in  any  case  the  Keaoript  bad  the  effect  of  diminishing  the 
BUKpicion  between  the  nations,  and  promoting  a  feelin;^  of  general  goodwill 
which  would  diminish  the  fierceness  of  competition  with  regard  to  ama- 
mente,  it  would  not  have  been  in  vain." 

(2)    Ur.  Brodiick  on  the  Administration  of  the  Soudan. 

"  Colonel  Martyr  has  to  explore,  and,if  posssible,  plant  poste  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Nile  connecting  Uganda  with  the  territory  to  which  Lord 
Kitchener's  troops  have  either  penetrated  or  nearly  penetrated.  It  is 
intended  that  he  should  ultimately  join  hands  with  Lord  Kitchener  and 
occupy  the  territory  to  which  by  treaty  we  are  entitled,  and  which 
connects  Uganda  and  the  source  of  the  Nile  with  the  valley  of  the  Nile, 
and  Colonel  Martyr  ha.1  made  con»iderablB  progress.  Apart  from  Colonel 
Martyr's  expedition  the  view  of  the  Government  with  regard  to  Uganda 
and  tlie  East  African  protectorate  is  that,  nntil  the  completion  of  the  rail- 
way, it  is  not  desirable  to  either  occupy  or  attempt  to  administer 
territories  not  hitherto  occupied  or  administered.  We  do  not  desire  in  any 
way  to  increase  the  responsibility  we  have  incmred  for  the  moment.  .  .  -  - 
We  do  not  intend  at  tlib  l '  ' '  — '      ■' — --  =- -" — .^--  i.-. 


Ut,  Bitchie  on  the  State  and  Piers  and  Harbours. 

"While  in  their  general  policy  they  adhered  to  the  policy  hitherto 
pursued  by  the  House  of  Commons,  he  admitted  there  might  be  cases 
where  a  harbour  was  required,  and  where  it  was  practically  impossible  to 

S've  any  security  for  tlie  loan,  and  without  committing  himself  or  the 
Dvemment  to  any  general  principle  of  giving  grante  in  aid  of  harbours 
— a  policy  which  he  thought  would  oe  attended  with  great  danger  of  waste 
of  monev — he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  if  snch  a  case  were  brought 
before  him  at  the  Board  of  Trade  he  should  make  a  representation  to  the 
Treasury  witli  the  view  of  endeavouring  to  obtain  some  such  assistance 
OS  had  been  rendered  to  other  industries  in  different  portfi  of  the 
country.  Of  course  representations  nmstcome  from  the  Io<»lities,  and  they 
mnst  establish,  first  of  all,  that  a  harbour  was  really  required  at  a  particular 
place  ;  it  mnst  also  be  established  that  it  was  practically  impossible  for  the 
locality  to  make  a  harbour  off  their  own  hat.  There  must  be  this  other 
requirement — that  someone  must  take  the  responsibility  of  keeping  the 
harbour  going.  Without  an  undertaking  of  that  kind  he  thought  that  >t 
would  be  unwise  and  imprudent  to  ronder  the  assistance  he  had  referred  to, 
in  offering  which  he  hoped  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  not  think 
that  he  bod  gone  too  far." 
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1895. 

Febnwry  25.— <1)  Sir  Edward  Grey  at  Oxford  (Eighty  and  Russell 
Clubs'  Dinner)  on  Current  Politics. 

North  Antrim  By-Election  consequent  oa  the 
resignation  of  Major-General  McCalmont 
(0).     Unopposed  return  of  Mr.  W.  Moore  (C) 

Representation  unchanged. 

1887  (By).  1892. 

Lewis  (C).    -    -    -  3,858  I  Connor  (C)    -    -    -    4.S66 

McElroy  (L).    ■    -  2,529     Dodd  (L)  -    -    -    -    2,027 

TroiU  (LU)  -    ■    ■  424  I 

„        27.— House  of  Lords.    The  Post  Odiee  and  the  Board  of 
Works.    Speech  by  Lord  Salisbury. 

House  of  Commons.  Adjournment  of  House 
moved  by  Mr.  Laboucbere  to  call  attention  to 
the  case  of  the  St.  James  End  Church  Schools, 
Northampton,  and  lost  by  201  to  99  (majority 
102).    Speech  by  Sir  John  Gorst 

Sailway  Regulation  A  ct  Amendment 
Sill  introduced  by  Mr.  Ritchie  and  read  a 
first  time. 

Supplementary  Estimates— Foreign  Admin- 
istration. U^nda.  Speeches  by  Sir  Edward 
Grey  and  (2)  Mr.  Brodrick. 

„         28. — House  of  Lords.     Formal  business. 

House  of  Commons.  London  Improve- 
menta  Bill.    Speech  by  Sir  Heniy  Fowler. 

Sir  E.  Duming-Lawrence's  Motion  asking  for 
State  Assistance  towards  providing  Piers  and 
Harbours  discussed  and  wiUidrawu.  Speech  by 
(3)  Mr.  Ritchie. 

Mr.  Monk's  Motion  to  extend  County  Courts 
Jurisdiction  lost  by  98  to  69  (majority  29). 
Speech  by  Sir  R.  Webster. 

Mr.  R.  G.  Webster's  Mercantile  Marine  Motion 
carried  without  a  division.  Speech  by  Mr. 
Ritchie. 
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THE  QUEEN'S  SPEECH. 


{Februar;/  7(A,  1899.) 


My  Lords  asd  Gentlexek, 

My  relatioDB  with  other  Powers  continue  to  be  friendly. 

The  expedition  against  the  Dervishea,  conducted  with  brilliunt  Abtlity  hy 
Sir  Herbert  Kitchener  and  the  officers  serving  under  him,  has  resulted  in 
the  fall  of  Uradunnan  and  the  complete  subjugation  of  the  territorisB  which 
had  been  brought  under  the  dominion  of  the  Khalifa.  I  am  proud  to 
acknowledge  the  distingutBhed  bravery  and  conduct  of  the  British  and 
Egyptian  troopa  who  have  won  this  victory.  My  officers  are  engaged,  in 
conjunction  with  those  of  his  Highness  the  Khedive,  in  the  establishment  of 
order  in  the  conquered  provinces. 

The  Powera  who  have  been  in  the  occupation  of  Crete  have  delegat«d 
the  authority  necessary  for  the  government  of  the  island  to  his  Royal  High- 
ness Prince  George  of  Greece.  The  reatoration  of  peace  and  order  resulting 
from  tlie  establishment  of  his  Royal  Highnesa's  Government  has  been  gladly 
welcomed  by  the  Cretans  of  both  reli^ons. 

His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Russia  has  summoned  a  conference 
to  consider  the  possibility  of  limiting  the  vast  arnianientx  which  impose  bo 
heavy  a  burden  on  every  nation.  I  have  gladly  signified  my  willingneas  t« 
take  part  in  its  deliberations. 

A  profound  impression  has  been  created  by  the  appalling  crime  which  has 
robbed  the  people  of  Austria- Hungary  of  their  belovad  Empress.  A  confer- 
ence, at  which  my  delegates  were  present,  was  summoned  at  Kome  to  con- 
sider the  dangers  of  the  Anarchist  conspiracy.  Though  1  was  not  able  to 
concur  in  all  the  resolutiims  proposed  at  the  conference,  some  amendments 
in  the  present  laws  of  the  Realm  upon  this  subject  appear  to  be  required, 
and  will  be  submitted  for  your  consideration. 

Some  of  my  West  Indian  colonies  have  been  visited  by  a  hurricane  of 
extraordinary  violence,  causing  loss  of  life  and  great  destruction  of  houses 
and  other  property.  The  consequent  distress  of  the  poorer  inhabitants  was 
promptly  relieved  as  far  as  possible  by  the  strenuous  exertions  of  the  local 
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authontiea,  aided  hj  contributions  of  money  from  other  colonies  and  from 
the  United  Kingdom. 

I  h&ve  learned  iritb  great  satisfaction  that  the  Parliament  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  has  recognised  the  principle  of  a  common  responsibility  for  the 
naval  defence  of  my  Empire  by  providing  for  a  permanent  annual  contribution 
tovaids  that  object. 

In  parts  of  my  Indian  Empire,  I  grie*e  to  say,  the  plague  Btill  continues, 
and,  though  it  has  diminished  in  some  districts  previously  affected,  it  has  spread 
to  fre«h  places  in  Southern  and  Northern  India.  Unremitting  efforts  con- 
tinue to  be  msda  to  relieve  sufferers  from  the  diaeoae,  to  check  its  spread  in 
India,  and  to  prevent  ita  tranRmission  Co  other  lands. ,  I  am  glad  to  be  able 
to  inform  you  that  the  harveata  of  the  pant  year  have  been  abundant,  and 
that  the  trade  and  revenue  of  the  country  have  recovered  vith  n  rapidity  and 
completeness  that  hoe  surpassed  all  expectation. 

('BNTLEMEN  OF  TBI  HODSB  OF  COUMOKS, 

The  estimates  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year  will  bs  l>iid  before  you. 
They  have  been  framed  with  the  utmost  economy  that  the  circumstances  of 
the  present  time  permit. 

Ut  Ijobus  akd  Gentlehbk, 

A  Bill  for  more  fully  organising  the  government  of  the  metropolis  will  be 
commended  to  your  careful  consideration. 

A  measure  for  the  establishment  of  a  Board  for  the  administration  of 
primary,  secondary  and  technical  education  in  England  and  Wales  will  again 
be  laid  before  you. 

Yon  have  already  partially  considered  provisions  for  simplifying  the 
process  of  private  l^islation  for  Scotland.  They  will  be  again  brought 
before  you. 

A  measure  will  be  submitted  to  you  for  enabling  local  authorities  to  assist 
the  occupiers  of  small  dwellings  in  the  purchase  of  their  houses. 

Bills  will  also  be  introduced  for  encouraging  agriculture  and  technical 
■nitruction  in  Ireland,  and  for  the  relief  of  the  tithe-rent-charge  payer  in 
that  countiy  ;  for  providing  a  more  complete  distribution  of  water  supply  in 
cases  of  emergency  in  the  metropolis  ;  for  the  regulation  of  limited  com- 
panies ;  for  the  prevention  of  the  adulteration  of  articles  of  food  ;  for  con- 
trolling the  contracts  of  money-lenders  ;  for  amending  the  Factory  Acts  in 
certain  respects,  and  for  amending  the  law  in  respect  to  agricultural 
holdings. 

I  pray  that  Almighty  God  may  have  you  in  Ilis  keeping  and  guide  your 
deliberations  for  the  good  of  my  people. 
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THE   DIVISIONS    OF   THE    MONTH. 

Fbbruart,  1899. 


A  reix>rd  of  the  raore  iiapfortant  diviaions   since  the  meeting  of 
Parliament  on  February  7th,  1899,  to  February  28th,  1899. 


(The  votes  of  Any  particular  member  in  the  foUowiog  divisions  caa 
be  obtained  from  the  Liberal  Publication  Department  for  Is.  For  a 
fee  of  6s.  the  votes  in  the  principal  divisions  far  a  year  can  be  obtained 
monthly.) 

[NoiB. — In  the  /Mowing  li»t  of  the  chief  divttunw  in  the  Houat  of  Oommotu, 
Iht  nwmbcT  of  the  minority  (icA<ifc«r  "  For  "  or  "  Againtt  ")  in  a  division  i» 
alv>ay»pittfirilfor  the  take  of  coiiveniaux.  What  the  diviiioiiii  an  "offieiai" 
one,  (i.«.)  wlitn  the  Oovemmatt  or  Oppotition  Whijit  are  the  Tdltrt,  the 
word  "For"  or  "Againtt"  at  the  cate  may  be,  ti  giBtn  in  ttolici.] 


I. — Pbbds  and  Pabliahentaby  Elbctioxs. 
February  7th,    1899  (Oiuition   No.  1).— On   the    Motion  by  Mr. 
Balfour : — 

"  That  it  is  a  high  infringement  of  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the 
Commons  of  the  Lnited  Kins^dom  for  any  Lord  of  Parliaaisnt,  or  other 
Peer  or  Prelate,  not  being  a  Peer  of  Ireland  at  the  time  elected,  and  not 
having  declined  to  serve  for  any  county,  city,  or  borough  of  Great  Britain, 
to  concern  himself  in  the  Election  of  Member*  to  serve  for  the  Commons  in 
Parhament,  except  only  any  Peer  of  Ireland,  at  such  elections  in  Great 
Britain  respectively  where  such  Peer  shall  appear  as  a  candidate,  or  by 
himself,  or  any  others,  be  proposed  to  be  elect«d  ;  or  for  any  LoM 
Lieut«nant  or  Governor  of  any  county  to  avail  himself  of  any  authority 
derived  from  his  commission,  to  influence  the  election  of  any  Member  to 
serve  for  the  Commons  in  Parliament." 

Against,  93;  Far,  361. 
11.— Ritualism  in  tqk  Church. 

,  Samuel  Smith's 

**And  ne  humbly  represent  to  your  Majesty  that,  having  regard  to  the 
lawlessness  prevailing  iu  the  Church  of  England,  some  legislative  steps 
should  be  taken  to  secure  obedience  to  the  law." 

Far,  91  ;  Againtt,  223. 
III. — Land  in  Towns. 
February  10th,  1899  {Division  No.   3).— On  Mr.  E.  J.  C.  Morton's 
Amendment  to  the  Address  : — 

"  And  wo  humhly  express  our  regret  that  there  is  no  indication  in  Your 
Majesty's  Gracious  Speech  that  measures  will  be  submitted  to  this  House 
dealing  with  the  ownership,  tenure,  or  taxation  of  land  in  towns." 

For,  126;  Ayaiitat,  169. 


)  by  Google 


VJ  TBI  UBKRAIf  UMXtlHt.  71' 

rV. — Thx  Ixtbskbts  Of  f^ALn. 
/  13th,  1899  {J>ivitUn  No.  4).— On  Mr.  Herbert  Lewis's 
Amaodment  to  the  Address  : — 

"  And  we  hambly  expren  ant  ngnl  ttiaA  no  raferenfle  is  msde  in  Tour 
IbJMtT's  BpMch  to  qmatieas  apeeuUjr  affAOting  the  inteKMia  of  the  pecride 
o(  wjae*." 

For,  146  ;  Againtt,  196. 
v.— Thk  LoRDe'  Vkto. 
Pebnury  13th.  1899  (Diviium    So.  5).— On  Mr.  L&wson  Walton's 
Amendment   to   Mr.    LMionohere'a  Amendment   (see   next  following 
dirision)  msikiaft  it  read  : — 

"  Thfit  the  power  at  present  posMssed  by  the  House  of  Lords  to  override 
the  decision  of  this  Housa  urgently  denunds  the  attention  of  I^trlisment." 
For,  109  ;  Against,  259. 
VL~Thi  Loeds'  Veto. 
February   13th,   1899    {^Diviaion    No.  6).— On   Mr.    Labonohsres 
Amendment  to  the  Address,  proposing  that  when  any  Bill  has  passed 
the  Coramoos,  and  been  bhrowa  oat  in  the  Lords,  it  shall,  if  passed 
bj  the  CommoDB  in  the  next  8euioa,  forthwith  become  law. 

For,  107  ;  Againtt,  335. 
Ylt. — Pkibb  and  Elections. 
Febniary  Uth,  1899  {Divinon  No.  7).— On  Mr.  James  Lowther's 
Hotioa : — 

"  That,  it  having  been  repreeettted  to  this  Honse  that  the  Dake  of  Bed- 
ford and  Bar)  Oarrington,  two  Lords  of  ParHament,  did  seveiaUy  upon  the 
lOth  of  February  last  infringe  the  libertiea  and  privilegea  of  tliis  House  by 
oonoeniing  themselves  in  ths  election  of  Hemberi  to  the  Oommons,  a  Selaot 
Committee  be  sppointed  to  consider  the  matter  and  report  thereon  to  the 

For,  131  ;  Agaimt,  333. 
YIII. — ^Thb  SoonisH  Croitbrs. 
Febraary  14th,  1899  {DMwm  No.  9).— On  Mr.  Galloway  Weir's 
Amendmest  to  the  Address,  exprMsing  regret  that  no  referenee  wat 
made  in  tJie  Queen's  Speech  to  the  Land  Question  in  the  Highland* 
and  Islands  of  Scotland. 

For,  143;  Against,  198. 

IX. — 'MnnffTRBt  AHA   DlBXOrOBBHlPI. 

Febmary  15th,  1899  {Diviaian,  No.  10).— On  Mr.  Swift  HacN'eiU's 
Amendment  to  the  Address  : — 

"And  we  humbly  reprasent  to  Tour  Majesty  tliat  26  out  of  the  44 
]Gnist«m  of  the  Orown  who  oonstitnte  Tunr  Majes^'s  present  Admioistra- 
tion,  hold  among  them  no  fewer  than  41  directonhips  in  public  companies, 
and  that  we  consider  the  position  of  a  public  company  director  to  be  incom- 
patible with  the  position  of  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  and  that  the  union  of 
such  offices  is  oaunilated  to  lower  the  dignity  of  public  Kfe." 

For,  145  i  Agaimt,  249, 
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X. — Hoiii  Bulk  fob  Irilamd. 

Febniai7  16th,  1899  {Diviaion  No.  U).— On  Mr.  Redmond's 
Amendment  to  the  Address  : — 

"  And  we  humbly  sscura  Tour  Uajeaty  that  the  esUhlishment  of  populu- 
Mlf-govemnient  in  local  afikin  in  Ireland  has  intensified  the  demand  of  the 
people  of  that  country  for  Legislative  Independence,  without  which  Ireland 
oan  never  be  pro«peroaB  or  contented,  and  which,  in  our  opinion,  is,  and 
must  remain,  the  moat  urgent  of  all  queationH  of  domestic  policy." 

For,  46;  Againit,  301. 
XI. — DiffFBBBS  tR  Ireland. 
February  20tb,  1899  {Diviaion  No.  12).— On  Mr.  Davitt's  Amend- 
ment to  the  Address,  calling  for  the  speedy  application  ot  an  efficient 
remedy  for  the  misery  and  privation  in  certain  districts  in  Ireland. 
For,  124;  Againal,  20S. 
XII. — Oribtancbs  of  Post  Oppicb  Employees. 
February    20th,    1899  {Divintm.  No.    13).— On   Mr.    Steadman's 
Amendment  to  the  Address  : — 

"And  we  humbly  represent  to  Your  Majesty  that  in  view  of  the  {peat 
diBcx)ntent  oKiating  amon);  empkiyees  of  the  Postal  and  TeleRraph  Semoes, 
immediate  inquiry  should  be  made  into  the  causea  ot  complamt. 

For,  93;  Agaitut,  161. 

XIII. — SSAMBlf   AMD  THE  COUPENSATION   ACT. 

February  2Ut,  1899  (Divinon  No.  U).— On  Mr.  Haveloch 
WUson'fl  Amendment  to  the  Address : — 

"And  we  humbly  eipreaa  our  regret  that  there  is  no  indication  in  Your 
Majesty's  Gracious  Speech  that  the  provisions  of  The  Workmen's  Compensa- 
tion Act,  1807,  will  he  extended  to  British  Seamen,  in  order  to  Becure 
greater  protection  to  life  and  limb  at  sea." 

For,  127  ;  Against,  208. 

XIV. — BiaHOPB  IN   THE   HOCSE  OP  LOBDS. 

February  21at,  1899  {Divinon  No.  15).— On  Mr.  Herbert  I^ewis's 
Motion : — 

' '  That  the  legialative  power  of  Bishops  in  the  House  of  Peers  in  Parlia- 
ment is  a  great  hindrance  to  the  discDsige  of  their  spiritual  functions, 
prejudicial  to  the  commonwealth,  and  tit  to  be  taken  away  by  Bill." 

For,  130;  Against,  202. 
XV. — SoDDAN  Expedition. 
February  24th,  1899  {Division  No.   17).— On  Mr.  John  Morley's 
Motion  to  reduce  the  Army  Eatimates  by  the   sum  of  £100,  as  a 
protest  against  the  Soudan  expedition. 

For,  60  ;  Against,  169. 
XVI.- The  St.  Jambb  Ehd  (Nobthahpton)  Chdrch  School. 
February  27th,    1899  {Divitioti  No.    21).— On    Mr.  Labonchere's 
Motion  for  adjournment  to  discnss  the  refusal  of  the  managers  ot  a 
school  in  Northampton  to  admit  about  t^ree  hundred  Nonconfonnist 
children  on  the  sole  ground  of  their  wearing  a  medal. 

For,  101  ;  AgainU,  203. 
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SIR    HENRY    CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN'S 
ELECTION. 


The  tneoting  of  the  Liberal  members  of  the  Hoose  of  Commona  to 
ootuider  the  future  conduct  of  public  busiaeas  on  the  retirement  of 
Sir  W.  Harconrt  was  held  on  Uonday,  February  6tb,  at  three  o'clock, 
in  the  amoking-room  of  the  Reform  Club.  The  following  is  a  liat  of 
the  143  members  of  Parliament  who  attended  : —  . 

Mr.  Allan,  Mr.  Allen.  Mr.  Ashton.  Mr.  Atherley- Jones,  Sir  J.  Austin, 
Mr.  Baker,  Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour,  Mr.  Barlow,  Mr.  Baylej,  Mr.  Beaumoiit, 
Mr.  Billson,  Mr.  Birrell,  Mr.  Broadhurat,  Sir  J.  T.  Brunnar,  Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr.  Burt,  Mr,  Buxton,  Mr.  Caldwell,  Sir  H.  Cnmpbell- 
Bannerm^n,  Mr.  Caunbon,  Mr.  Cswley,  Mr.  Cbanning,  Mr.  Clough,  Mr. 
Colville.  Mr.  CdsenB-Hardy,  Mr.  Oroinbie.  Mr.  Dalziel,  Mr.  M.  V.  Daviea, 
Sir  C.  Dilke.  Mr.  Duckworth.  Mr.  Dunn,  Mr.  .T,  E.  Ellia.  Mr.  T.  E.  Ellis, 
Sir  F.  Evans,  Mr.  S.  T.  Erana,  Mr.  Evershed,  Dr.  Farquharaon,  Mr, 
Fenwick,  Mr.  Munro  Ferguson,  Lord  E.  Fitzmaurice,  Sir  W,  Foator,  Sir  H. 
H.  Fowler,  Ur.  H.  J.  Gladstone,  Mr.  Goddard,  Sir  E.  Grey,  Mr.  Griffith, 
Ht.  Haldane,  Mr.  Harwood,  Mr.  Seale-Hsyne,  Mr.  Hazell,  Mr.  HeddeT- 
wick,  Mr.  Holden,  Mr.  Homiiuaa,  Mr.  Humphreys-Owen,  Mr,  A.  E. 
Hntton,  Mr.  Jacoby,  Mr.  Joicey,  Mr.  Brynmor  Jones,  Mr.  W.  Jones,  Sir 
U.  Kav-Shuttleworth,  Mr.  Kearley,  Sir  J,  Einloch,  Sir  J.  Kitson,  Mr. 
Laboochere.  Mr.  Lambert,  Mr.  Langley,  Sir  W.  Livwsan,  Sir  J.  F.  Leese, 
Mr.  J.  H.  Lewis.  Mr.  Lloyd-Geoive,  Mr.  Logan,  Mr.  Lough,  Mr.  W.  A. 
HcAithur.  Mr.  McKenna.  Mr.  McLaren,  Mr.  MaddisoD,  Mr.  Maden,  »irF. 
T.  Mappin,  Mr.  Mellor,  Mr.  Mendl,  Sir  H.  Montagu.  Mr.  J.  Lloyd  Morgan, 
Mr.  C.  Horley.  Mr.  E.  J.  C.  Morton.  Mr,  Moss,  Mr.  Moulton,  Captain 
Norton.  Mr.  Nuaaey,  Mr.  Oldroyd,  Mr.  Palmer,  Sir  C.  M.  Palmer,  Mr. 
Paulbin,  Sir  W.  Puaraon.  Sir  J.  W.  Pease,  Mr.  J.  A.  Peaae,  Mr.  Perks,  Mr. 
Fbilipps,  Mr.  Pickersgill.  Mr.  Pirie,  Mr.  Price,  Mr  Priestley,  Mr. 
Prorand,  Mr.  H.  J.  Reckitt,  Sir  R.  T.  Reid,  Mr.  J.  Richardson,  Mr.  J. 
C.  Rickett,  Mr.  J.  Bryn  Roberta,  Mr.  J.  H.  Roberta,  Mr.  E.  Robertson, 
Mr.  Robaon.  Mr.  Soames,  Mr.  J.  Samuel,  Mr.  Schwann,  Mr.  C.  P.  Scott, 
He.  C.  E.  Shaw,  Mr.  T.  Shan.  CM>tain  Sinclair,  Mr.  S.  Smith,  Mr.  Souttar, 
Ur.  Spicer,  Ur.  Stevenaoa,  Mr.  Strachey,  Mr.  Stuart,  Mr.  Tennant,  Mr. 
Abel  Thomas,  Mr.  Alfred  Thomas,  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas,  Mr.  Ure,  Mr. 
Wallace  (Perth),  Mr.  Joseph  Walton,  Mr.  J.  Lawson  Walton,  Mr.  Warner, 
Mr.  Wayman,  Sir  W.  Wedderburrj,  Mr.  Weir,  Mr.  Whittaker.  Mr.  J.  C. 
Willianu,  Sir  W.  H.  Wills,  Mr.  C.  H.  Wilson,  Mr.  H.  J.  Wilson,  Mr.  J. 
Wilson  (Goran),  Mr,  J.  Wilson  (Durham),  Mr.  J,  H.  Wilson  (Middles- 
brough), and  Mr.  Tosall. 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  Jamea  Kitson.  Bart,  M.P.,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Charles  Fenwick,  M.P.,  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson,  Bart,  M.P.,  the  senior 
member  of  the  Liberal  party,  was  unanimously  voted  to  the  chair. 

The  following  resolution  was  then  proposed  by  Mr.  John  Ellis, 
M,P.,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  James  Stuart,  M.P.  :— 

"That  this  mreting  deairea  to  record  its  warm  recognition  of  the 
eminent  aerrices  rendered  by  Sir  William  Harcourt  in  the  country  and  in 
Parliament  during  a  public  career  of  more  than  thirty  years  ;  deeply  regrets 
his  decision  to  retire  from  the  position  of  leader  of  the  liberal  party  in  the 
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House  of  Commons,  which  he  has  filled  with  auoh  dignity,  devotion  Knd 
eonapicuouB  ftbilitf ;  but  reioices  to  know  thftt  the  work  of  the  Lib«nl  purty 
wilt  continue  to  receive  his  hekr^  and  invaluable  co-operation." 
Mr.    Atherley-Jonee,    M.P.,   propoaed,  and    Mr.    C.   P.    Scott,  M.P., 
seconded,  that  the  resolution  be  altered  so  as  to  read  as  follows  : — 

"  That  this  meeting  daiireB  to  record  ita  warm  recognition  of  the  eminent 
services  rendered  by  Sir  William  TIarcourt  in  the  country  and  in  Parliament 
dnring  a  pubUc  career  of  more  than  thirty  years  ;  deeply  regrets  bis  dociaion 
to  retire  from  the  position  of  leader  of  the  Liberal  party  in  the  House  of 
Oomroons,  which  he  nas  filled  with  such  dignity,  devotion  and  conspicuous 
ability  ;  eipresses  its  continued  confidence  in  him  and  rejoices  to  know  that 
the  worlc  of  the  Liberal  party  will  continue  to  receive  hia  hear^  and 
invaluable  co-operation." 
The  resolution  in  this  form  was  then  carried  unanimously. 

It  was  proposed  by  Sir  Joseph  Pease,  Bart.,  M.P.,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Clmnninfr,  M.P.,  and  supported  by  Dr.  Farquharaon,  M.P.,  Mr.  Alfred 
Thomas,  M.P-,  and  Mr.  Labouohere,  M.P.  :— 

"  That  Sir  Henry  CampbeU-Bannerman  be  requested  to  undertake  the 
leadership  of  the  Liberal  party  in  the  House  of  Commons." 

This  resolution  having  been  carried  with  cordial  unanimity.  Sir 
Henry  Campbell-Bannerman  said  : — 

"  Tt  is  quite  impossible  for  me  to  express,  by  any  words  I  could  find  to 
use,  the  sense  I  entertain  of  the  honour  you  have  just  conferred  upon  me. 
It  is  an  honour  which  is  immenaely  enhanced  by  the  fact  that  it  comes  to  me 
from  a  body  of  public  men  among  whom  or  amone  their  predecessors  I  have 
lived  and  moved  through  over  thirty  yean  of  political  life.  My  long 
experience  qualifies  me  to  form  an  accurate  estimate  of  all  that  your  treat- 
ment of  me  to-day  implies.  I  know  the  high  compliment  you  are  paying 
me.  I  know  the  friendliness  and  the  kindness  which  you  exhibit  towards 
me.  I  know  the  great  confidence  which  you  are  reposing  in  me.  I  am 
overwhelmed  by  your  goodness,  and  it  is  with  a  full  heart  that  I  accept 
from  my  comrades  in  the  House  of  Commons  the  high  position  to  which  you 
havec^edme.  I  am  well  awara — no  one  is  better  aware— that  I  am  poorly 
equipped  for  the  duties  of  that  position  in  comparison  i '  ' 


equippe 
guianed 


a  who  have  gone  before  me ;  but  there  is  one  thing  in  which  I 
will  yield  to  none  or  them — namely,  in  my  devotion  to  the  Liberal 
party  and  my  faithful  adherence  to  Liberal  principles,  I  will  go  a  little 
further,  and  say  tbat  there  is  yet  another  respect  in  which  I  trust  I 
^lall  never  be  found  wanting.  According  to  my  conception  of  it,  the  duty 
of  a  Parliamentary  leader  in  the  House  of  Commons  is  nut  owed  only  to 
himself  and  his  own  conscience,  or  even  to  hia  party— he  has  a  duty  also  to 
the  House  of  which  he  is  a  member,  and  I  decuare  in  the  strongest  terms 
that  I  am,  above  all  things,  a  loyal  son  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  that 
I  place  before  all  interests,  even  the  interest  of  the  great  historic  party  to 
which  I  am  proud  to  belong,  the  maintenance  and  the  advancement  of  the 
name  and  wme  and  piower  of  the  great  Assembly  to  which  we  all  belong, 
liie  main  purposes  for  which  we  have  met  to-day  appear  to  be  two.  We 
have  not  met  only  for  the  purpose  of  filling  the  vacancy  which  has  occurred 
in  the  leadership  of  the  party  by  the  retirement  of  Sir  William  Harcourt. 
That  is,  indeed,  a  void  which  it  is  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  fill.  Let 
me  interpolate— although,  perhaps,  it  is  no  businesa  of  mine— an  eipression 
of  this  feeling  of  mine,  a  feeling  of  intense  satisfaction  that  at  thia  meeting 
there  has  nob  been  the  slightest  reluctance  exhibited  to  add  any  gariand  that 
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uyonB  chose  to  bring  to  the  tribute  of  ftdmir&tion  and  gratitude  which  the 
Libenl  party  owe  to  Sir  William  Haroourb.  Sir  William  Harcourt's  com- 
-wiMiiAm^  psrsonality,  his  gmat  knowledge  of  sfiairs,  his  keen  poUtioal 
pnoeption,  hia  powers  of  debate,  the  atrenuoua  ensrgj  of  his  onalaiight 
npon  a  politioal  opponent,  made  him  aa  a  political  combatant  a  man  with  tew 
eqoala ;  and  the  deplorable  loss  of  such  a  man  from  the  head  of  the 
puty — from  our  head — is  one  which  we  cannot  expect  fully  to  make  good. 
Bat  I  very  much  mitrtake  the  tem[>er  of  this  meeting  if  we  have  met  for  no 
other  parpose  to-day  thtw  to  put  one  man  ia  the  room  of  another.  It  MOmn 
to  m«  we  nave  another  purpose.  My  friend  Mr.  John  Ellis  said  Bometbing 
•boat  l»juig  aside  that  which  ia  behind  and  reaching  forward  to  that  whion 
is  before.  Her  Majeuty's  Government  have  as  we  know,  many  excellencies, 
aad,  if  we  at  any  time  are  inclined  to  forget  them,  they  will  be  always  ready 
to  remind  ux  of  them  themselves.  They  say  they  have  achieved  many 
-saooe—os,  though  we  may  not  always  recognise  them  ;  and  yet  they  are  not 
happy.  TluB  one  comfilaint  they  make—the  most  exalted  amons  them  and 
the  most  obscure  of  their  party — there  is  a  thorn  inconveniently  near  to 
their  most  fn^cnuit  roses,  tnere  is  a  crumpled  roeeleaf  in  the  bed  of  their  self- 
complacency,  and  this  is  that  they  have  no  Opposition.  The  same  complaint 
is  made  on  almost  every  occasion.  Nolonger  ago  than  last  week  Mr.  Balfour 
went  down  to  Manchester,  and  was  apparently  at  a  loss  for  something  to 
speak  about — and  I  do  not  wonder,  because  the  Government,  having  no  fixed 
or  aottled  policy  of  their  own  whatever,  have  really  nothing  to  speak  uf 
nnleee  they  can  belabour  the  Opposition — and  he  complained  that  there  was 
no  Opposition.  Let  ua  take  pity  upon  them.  Let  us  give  them  that  which 
they  so  ardently  desire.  Xiet  us  rolLeve  them  from  this  disability  under 
which  they  are  languishing,  and  let  ua  here  determine  that  we  will  make  an 
Opposition  for  them  if  it  does  not  at  present  exist.     By  your  leave,  if  you 

etse,  we  will  make  that  OpfKisition  not  violent,  or  vindictive,  or  reckless,  as 
been  many  of  the  Uppositions  by  which  the  Liberal  when  in  power  has  been 
confronted  ;  but  we  will  make  it  rather  a  watchful,  a  steady,  an  active,  and  an 
alert  Opposition.  That  would  be  my  ideal,  and  I  think  I  am  pretty  right  in  sup- 
posing that  it  would  be  yours.  Our  numbers  are  not  ao  great  as  we  ahould 
wish  them  to  be  in  tJie  House  of  Commons,  but  there  are  a  great  many  of 
us  outside,  and  after  all  the  fewer  men  the  greater  share  of  honour.  I  read 
in  some  newspapers  a  great  deal  about  our  being  hampered  by  differences  of 
opinion,  terrible  chasms  dividing  the  party  into  sections,  which  cannot  be 
brought  together,  and  I  suppose  there  rouit  exist  somewhere  simple-minded 
persons  who,  reading  this  sort  of  stuff  in  the  newspapers,  beheve  it  to  be 
tme.  It  lias  no  effect  whatever  upon  me,  because  1  know  that  it  ia  not  true. 
I  believe  there  are  no  differences  at  this  moment  in  the  Liberal  party  greater 
than  those  natural  and  wholesome  differences  which  always  must  exist  iu  a 
body  of  men  who  are  habituated  to  think  and  act  for  themselves  instead  of 
thinking  and  acting  to  order.  We  are  members  of  the  party  of  pn^ess  and 
action  and  movement,  and  not  the  party  of  mere  resistance  and  delay.  But 
I  oan  see  no  differences  in  the  great  body  of  the  party,  at  any  nit«,  which  can 
interfere  with  the  most  perfect  co-operation  and  the  best  of  good  fellowship. 
I  would  not  have  contemplated  for  a  single  moment  undertaking  the  dutie* 
of  the  Opposition  to  whicli  your  kindness  has  called  me  if  I  hod  not  resolved 
to  give  myself  unreservedly  to  your  service.  It  is  with  the  utmost  confidence 
that  I  call  upon  you,  my  loyal  comrades  in  the  House  of  Commons,  to  give 
me  support.  A  ud  I  need  hardly  point  out  to  you  that  you  give  that  support 
not  to  me  personally,  bnt  to  me  as  representing  the  cause  of  the  Libenl 
ptxtj  and  its  principles.  I  am  quite  aware  that  this  means  sacrifices— 
nonficsB  of  time  and  of  other  oocupotiona— sacrifices  uf  amosemente,  but 
most  hMtrtrending  of  all,  iaorifices  of  individual  prejudices  and  fads  and 
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(uicies.  But  I  hope  I  am  well  enough  kuoira  to  be  a  penon  of  a  pretty 
toleraot  and  ewjr-goins  disposition,  not  likeljr  to  exercise  pedanticfilly  uiy 
powers  of  party  ducipUne,  and  I  tiiink  it  will  be  found  uiat  I  shall  bo  ms 
ready  to  listen  to  the  conadetitioiiB  objector  as  would  be  any  atipendiary 
maf{iatrate.  But,  gentlemen,  if  we  are  to  succeed,  if  we  are  to  fulfil  the 
legitimate  functions  of  an  active  Uppoaition,  with  anything  like  dignity  and 
credit  to  ounelvBB,  then  th^re  must  be  a  willingnees  to  subordinate 
individual  ideas  and  opinions  to  what  is  believed  to  be  for  the  general 
interest ;  and  I  am  confident  from  what  I  know  of  the  Liberal  party,  from 
long  experience  of  it,  that,  whoever  you  might  choose,  or  might  have  chosen, 
to  be  your  leader  might  count  with  perfect  certainty  that  there  would  be 
among  you  that  adherence  to  your  leader  which  is  essential.  Just  let  me 
quote  on  inatnnce  with  regard  to  Huch  a  matter  as  the  daily  conduct  of  publio 
business.  There  must  be  deference  paid  to  the  leader's  ideas  of  tactical 
necessity,  without  which  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  suooessfully  to  main- 
tain his  position.  I  will  not  detain  you  longer.  My  whole  heart  vuea  out 
towards  you  ;  my  wannest  thanks  are  due  to  you  for  the  signal  and  distin- 
guished honour  you  have  paid  me  ;  and  my  best  and  freest  servicee  shall  be 
cordially  rendered  to  you. 

Ob  the  motion  of  Sir  Francis  Evans,  M.P.,  seconded  by  Sir  Joseph 
Leese,  Q.C.,  M.F.,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  committee  and 
members  of  the  Reform  Club  far  the  use  of  the  room.  The  thanks  of  the 
meeting  were  also  conveyed  to  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson  for  presiding,  and, 
the  compliment  having  been  acknowledged,  the  proceedings  ooncluded. 


NOTES   AND    FIGURES. 


The  measures  mentioned  this  year  in  the 
Tbk  Sbbsionjo.        Queen's  Speech  may  conveniently  be  divided  into 
Pboobjlmmk.  two  classes—  (1  jLegialative  Novelties  (appearing 

in  a  Queen's  Speech  for  the  first  time  iixia  Par- 
liament), and  (2)  Legislative  Bemnants^— 
ITovaltm. 

1.  Worinneo's  Dwellings. 

2.  Moneylenders. 

3.  Factory  Acts  Amendment. 

4.  Anti-Anarchist  Bill. 

Jtemnantt. 

5.  London  Water  (1896,  1897). 

6.  London  Municipalities  (1808). 

7.  Secondary  Education  (1898). 

8.  Irish  Agricultare  (1896,  1897). 

9.  Food  Adulteration  (1898). 

10.  Private  Bill  Procedure  (1897,  1898). 

U.  Companies  Law  Amendment  (1896,  1897,  1898). 

12.  Agricultural  Holdings  (1897,  1898). 
The  years  in  brackets  refer  to  previous  Queen's  Speeches. 

Once  again   the  question  arises- — how  far  will  Chis   Prograaune, 
■iswrning  it  is  carried   into  law,  redeem  the  Tory  Programmes  put 
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forward  at  the  Qeneral  Electioa}  In  the  first  place  we  take  Mr. 
Balfour's  Goat  Manchestar  Programme,  as  indicated  in  his  election  card, 
KQt  with  his  election  address  to  everyone  of  bia  cooBtituents.  Here  it 
is — the  italics  indicating  that  legislation  has  either  been  passed  or  is 
promised  for  this  Session : — 

1.  The  RefeFendnm. 

2.  Poor  Law  Reform  {a)  hj  the  clossificatioti  of  Paupers ;  and  (6) 

Old-Age  Pensions. 

3.  Smptoyertf  Lia&ililjf  with    ITnivertal    Competuation  for    aH 

AeeidanU.      (This  promise  was  half — but   only  half — re- 
deemed by  the  Compensation  Act  of  1697.) 

4.  The  Improvement  of  the  Dwellings  of  the  Poor. 

5.  The  Extension  of  Small  Holdings. 

6.  The  Ezclosiontrf  Pauper  Aliens. 

7.  Poor-Law  and  School   Board   Rates    to    be    charges   on    the 

Imperial  Exchequer. 

8.  Registration  Reform,  with  n  Re-distribution  of  Seats,  so  as  to 

secure  "  One  Vote,  One  Value." 

9.  FacUUiei     to    enable    Working-man    to    Purehaae    their    oivn 

Dwdlingg. 

10.  Scotland  :  (a)  Public  Works  on  the  West  Coast ;  (6)  the  Local 

Management  of  Private  Silt  Legielation. 

11.  Ireland:  (a)  Local  Government ;  (b)  Tnhiic  Worka. 

Sot  much  progress  here  at  all  events.  Nor  does  the  famous 
Social  Programme  fare  much,  if  any,  better.  This  is  how  the  account 
stands  here  : — 

L—Improvement  of 
the  iLonsea  of  the  work' 
ing  clauea.  Porcluueof 
tbair  houses  by  artisans 
en  &Toninble  terms, 
giving  tliani  tlw  suns 
adTULtages  as  Irish 
"-'s  enjoy. 


1. — A  Oovemment  BUI  dealing  with 
the  latter  half.  Nothing  promised  as  to 
the  first. 


2.— Powers  given   to 

the  Ooranunent  to  deal 
with  alien  immigration. 


3.— Old'Age  Feniloiu. 


1.— Shorter  hours  In 


2. — Government  Bill  promised  in  1S96 
Queen's  Speech,  but  was  nob  introduced. 
Dropped  altogether  in  Speeches  of  1897, 
189H,  and  1899. 

3, — No  Qovemmeat  BilL  The  Commis- 
sion, appointed  to  consider  the  question, 
report  that  they  can  neither  find  nor  in- 
vent any  scheme. 

4. — No  Qovemment  Bill.  Sir  Matthew 
White  Ridley  has  announced  that  Qovem- 
ment will  do  nothing. 
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■  u.— uiMKvouBBMwu    »o  5. — BjT  th»  Act  of  1897  compeiuatioti 

cAumd  liy  negligenca  or 
not. 

6.— Aa    experimental  6. — Nothing, 

eidit  luuis  o^  in  the 
minitig  indmtry, 

7.— TempMMice      re-  7. — Nothing,  except  the  appointment  of 

0>xm.  ^  Licensing  C^miniBsion.     But  this  cannot 

be  looked  upon  as  the  redemption  of  a 
pledge  to  ^ttw  Temperance  Reform,  since 
what  the  Conuniseion  has  to  find  oat  is  if 
sji;  is  needed. 

&— Creation  of  a  Jn-  8. — Coociiiation  Act  of  1896. 

dicial  tribunal  in  all 
Industrial  centres  fbr 
the  aettlsment  of  dis- 
p&taa. 

In  this  year's  (jueen's  Speech  there  is  a  reference  to  half  an  item  onl; 
of  the  Social  Prc^rajnme  ! 


It  is  nmversally  admitted  by  this  time  that 

The  KewLeadbb's    the  liberal  party  ehoee  well  «nd  wisely   in 

FiBST  Sfbeoh.         selecting  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman   as 

Sir     William     Harconrt's     successor.       Tory 

pleasantries  about  the  poor  "  leoderless  "  opposition  have  disappearet^ 

and  the  situation  was  well  pictured  in  a  recent  cartoon  in  Punch.    Mr. 

Balfour  and  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Ban nerman  were  depicted  as  wrestler^ 

and  Mr.  Balfour  "  After  the  First  Grip  "  is  made  to   say   to  himself, 

"I  always  said  I  wanted  a  strong  'un,  and,  by   Jove,  I  rather  think 

I've  found  him."     Sir  Henry  CampbeU-Batinerman'a  first  speech  after 

his  election  was — of  course— -delivered  on  the  Address  on  the  first  day 

of  the  Session.     We  have  only   space   to   set  out   two  of  the  more 

important  passages.     Here  is  his  analysis  of  the  Fashoda  crisis  : — 

"  I  have  seen  it  complained,  mure  often,  perhaps,  in  France  than  hers, 
that  this  demonstration  of  feeling  whs  euofEerated  far  beyond  the  necessities 
of  the  case  Brising  from  the  Fashoda  inoioent,  and  I  quite  agree  with  that. 
The  Fashoda  incident  has  been  settled,  and  was  one  that  oould 
from  the  first  have  been  settled,  by  the  good  sense,  dignity,  and 
eonoiliatory  action  of  the  French  Ooverament  Why,  then,  was  this 
demonstration  so  strong  I  la  my  opinion  {(  uxu  not  a  detrunutra- 
tion  ogaintt  Frattce  at  <lti,  but  a  demotulration  of  protat  agaimt 
Ou  manner  in  uAicfc  the  Ooetinrntnt  had,  during  iioo  or  thret  yean,  cmiduettd 
our  foreign  relatiimt,  atid  dttUt  with  our  iiiltrats  diinn^  that  time.  It  was  an 
odd  situation.  The  Government  were  found  to  be  acting  strongly  and  con- 
sistently in  this  one  case,  and  the  whole  of  the  country  rallied  to  Ibeir  sup- 
port. Why?  In  order  b>  show  that  there  were  occasions  when  the  whole 
country  would  unite  in  supporting  the  Government  when  the  Government 
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4ct«d  Htrongl;  in  Kssertiog  the  righta  of  the  nation.  What  had  wa  leaa 
before  I  In  incident  after  incident,  valiant  words  spoken,  but  followed  by 
feeble  action  ;  we  had  seen  claims  ^llai:tly  pat  forth  and  promptly  with- 
drawn ;  we  had  seen  protesta  strongly  made  and  followed  by  meek  acquies- 
cence, the  foot  boldly  put  down  to  be  immediately  lifted  a^ain  :  bold 
assertion  of  the  rights  of  the  country  followed  by  concession  of  the  righta 
that  had  been  cUimed  These  coDcessiona  m^y,  in  many  cases,  h^ve  been 
wise  and  prudent— I  do  not  dispute  for  a  moment  that  in  some  cases  they 
wero — but  they  ought  not  to  have  been  pressed  by  forcible  assertion. 
Becaose  of  this  shilly-shal  lying  policy^«  policy  condemned  by  hon.  members 
on  the  othereide  of  the  House  as  well  as  on  this  side— the  people  of  this 
country  felt  ({ailed  and  humiliated,  and  our  diplomacy  and  attitude  were 
lightly  thought  of  in  every  capital  of  the  world.  I  stand  here,  of  course,  as  the 
political  opponent  of  the  Government,  and  it  may  be  said  t  endeavour  to  make 
the  best  case  I  can  against  the  Government,  but  I  will  leave  them  to  the 
case  nude  by  themselves.  I  appeal  to  the  highest  authority  I  can  appeal  to. 
The  leader  of  the  House  went  down  to  Manchester  last  week.  He  had  a 
good  many  speeches  to  make  and  so  far  as  I  could  observe  he  had  not  very 
much  to  say.  But  1  notice  it  is  always  on  these  occasions  that  candour 
shines  most  in  public  speakers.  When  the  cup  is  full  and  brimming  over 
you  cannot  analyse  its  contente  as  you  can  when  you  get  to  the  dregs  and  see 
exactly  what  is  there.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  in  one  of  his  speeches  was 
telling  of  the  great  change  that  had  taken  place  in  the  opinion  of  foreigners 
and  in  foreign  capitals  as  to  the  position  and  intentions  of  thb  country — 
the  very  thing  of  which  I  have  been  speaking — and  he  said  that  competent 
obaerven  Ln  these  foreign  countries  a  year  ago  were 

"  'Universally  impressed  vrith  the  view  that  there  was  hardly  anything  to  whioh 
BoKlaiid  would  not  suDmit  rather  than^run  the  ri^  of  a  (feat  war.  Tbay  argued  that 


. h  bound  up  in  peaoe,  th»t  w_ _, ._ 

lose  by  a  war,  so  little  toiaiu  by  *  war,  that  we  were,  as  ■  military  power,  almost  tr. 
be  neglected.  Then  wai  scanwly  sDythiug  gbort  of  a  direct  and  open  affront  to 
whioh  we  would  not  with  a  more  or  less  good  grace  submit. ' 

That  is  the  Account  the  ri^ht  hon.  gentleman  with  considerable  candour 
givee  of  the  condition  to  which  he  and  his  friends  had  reduced  the  aflhirs  of 
this  conntry,  and  it  was  because  of  this  feeling,  wide-spread  among  all  classes 
and  all  sections  of  opinion  in  the  country,  there  was  this  great  rallying  on 
the  subject  of  the  Fasboda  incident  in  order  to  undeceive  the  right  hon, 
gentleman's  *  foreign  competent  observers,'  to  prove  that  this  firm  and  strong 
exhibition  of  the  power  of  this  country,  so  far  from  making  for  war,  was  the 
best  and  most  certain  condition  for  the  maintenance  of  peace  endangered 
by  nothii^c  more  than  by  vacillation  and  uncertainty.  Now  we  are  reaping 
the  benefit  of  that.  We  are  better  understood,  and  I  trust  it  has  been  made 
clearly  known  and  is  understood  on  all  hands  that,  while  on  the  one  side 
we  are  ready  to  insist  on  respect  for  our  rights,  on  the  other  side  we  are 
anxious  by  friendly  arrangement  to  remove  causes  of  difficulty." 

^Vhetl  he  came  to  deal  with  dameatic  questions  Sir  Henry  thus 
referred  to  Old-age  Pensions : — 

"  When  I  received  a  copy  of  the  Queen's  Speech,  I  at  once  ransacked 
it,  and  read  it  again  and  again  to  see  whether  this  subject  might  not  be 
perhapa  included  under  some  other  new  name.  I  refer  to  a  provision  for 
old-age  pensions.  There  is  not  a  word  about  it,  although  it  is  a  subject 
whoee  most  obvious  feature  apparently,  according  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies,  is  extreme  simplicity.  Yet,  with  a  majority  of  140,  for 
four  yean  the  right  hon.  gentleman  baa  not  been  able  to  advance  a  hair's 
breadth  on  that  question.    In  fact,  they  have  gone  back,  because  I  have 
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h«re  &  document,  which  iras  iMued  in  1893,  in  which  it  is  all  explained.  It 
is  not  a  docnmeut  saying  that  *  we  propose  to  intioduoe  a  scheme  of  otd- 
1^  pensions,  a  subject  of  great  intricacy  and  delicacy,  but  as  to  which  we 
make  no  doubt  that  wc  shall  be  able  to  hit  upon  some  plan  that  will  be 
feasible  and  aucceasful.'  Nut  at  all,  they  do  not  want  to  bit  upon  a  plan, 
they  have  got  a  plan,  it  is  all  cut  and  dried^'  Old-BKO  pensions,  guaTant«ed 
by  the  State.  Mr.  Chamberlain  propoaes  a  payment  of  so  much  a  year  at 
a  certain  age  (given),  and  a  subecnipcion  of  so  much  a  year  to  secure  for  a 
man  the  smim  pension  at  a  certain  age  (stated) ;  those  who  pay  ro  much 
more  annually  will  also  provide  for  their  widows.'  The  whole  Uiing  is  here, 
there  are  no  actuaries,  and  no  science  is  required  at  all.  If  there  is  any 
doubt  in  any  one's  mind  as  to  any  part  of  this  scheme  'further  informa- 
tion on  the  pension  scheme  may  be  obtained  from  any  Liberal  Unionist 
agent.'  Here  is  a  fully  manned  Government,  a  fully-manned  Cabinet,  here 
is  a  Royal  Commission,  here  is  another  Royal  Commission,  none  of  whom 
have  IJue  information,  but  any  Liberal  Unionist  agent  in  the  country 
can  give  it  them.  Then,  in  order  to  make  it  perfectly  certain  that 
this  is  not  some  adulterated  scheme  or  proposal,  I  find  that  this  papor 
was  issued  by  the  Midlands  LibersJ  Unionist  Association.  Birmingham,  so 
that  it  comes  from  the  very  fountain  bead  itself.  It  is  comical  enough  in  all 
conscience,  but  it  is  more  than  comical — it  is  almost  scandalous,  because  it 
was  on  these  particulars  so  given  that  men  gave  their  votes.  Potttioians  are 
sometimes  accused  of  holding  out  vague  hopes  toelectors  to  get  their  votes  ; 
this  is  not  a  v^ue  hope,  this  amounts  to  a  definite  promise,  and  if  they  have 
any  definite  doubt  about  it  any  Liberal  Unionist  agent  can  set  it  at  rest. 
Another  point  is  thia,  that  this  is  not  a  polling  card  issued  in  the  hurry- 
scurry  of  a  general  election,  when  the  ^''^^t  candidate  himself  has  to  make 
his  speeches,  and  cannot  possibly  attend  to  these  trumpery  details— it  would 
be  reasonable  enough,  then,  that  he  should  not  bd  entirely  responsible  for 
what  foolish  people  may  have  done.  But  this  is  done  in  cold  blood  long 
before  a  general  election,  and  it  is  isxued  from  the  Mecca,  the  Midlands 
Liberal  Unionist  Association,  Birmingham.  I  really  do  think  that  there 
has  seldom,  if  ever,  been  so  eztrsordinaiy  a  failure  to  fulfil  promisee,  as  I 
said,  not  of  a  vague  kind,  but  of  the  most  definite  bind." 


Thb  Lords'  With   regard  to  the  two  divisions  in  the 

Amritdmbnt  House  on  February  13th,  on  the  question  of  the 

„v,  .-_    A^^....^       House   of    Lonia,    the    explanation    given   in 

ON   THK  ADDBBSS.  a.    j      i     nr    ^     •      .       .-.       ..  l  e  t 

next  days  W«glm*nster  Ga^Ue  may  be  aseful. 
Mr.  Lawaon  Walton's  amendment,  stating  the  case  against  the 
Lords  in  general  terms  without  detailing  a  specific  remedy,  was  lost 
by  267  to  107.  The  majority  of  257  (or  with  tellers  259)  consisted 
of  two  elements : 

(1)  227  Unionists  who  were  content  with  the  House  of  Lords  as 

(2)  32  Liberals  and  Nationalists,  who  voted  against  Mr.  I^wson 
Walton's  amendment,  not  because  they  disapproved  of  it,  but  because 
they  preferred  Mr.  Labouchere's  more  specific  amendment. 

In  fact,  these  32  ought  to  be  added  to  the  107  voting  for  Mr.  Lawson 
Walton,  in  order  to  gauge  the  feeling  against  the  Lords.  It  that  be 
done  the  figures  become  226  to  139 — which  makes  an  actual  Govern- 
ment majority  of  86  as  compared  with  its  nominal  one  of  137. 
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What  will  be  the  realised  deficit  for  the 

Natiokal  year  ending  March  Slat,  1899  f    What  will  be 

ExPKNDiTDBB.        the   prospective  deficit  for  the  year  beginning 

April  Is^  1899  T    Those  are  the  two  qnestiooB 

which  are  now  being  asked,  since  it  has  become  certain  (1)  that'  the 

revenue  has  ceased  to  expand,  and  (2)  that  the  expenditure  is  going  np 

bj  leaps  and  bounds. 

A  realised  deficit  for  the  year  1698-99  would  seem  now  practically 
certun.  It  is  doubtful  if  the  estimated  revenue  will  be  obtained,  whilst 
the  expenditure  is  certain  to  exceed  the  estimate  of  £106,829,000,  since 
the  totals  for  tbe  Supplementary  Estimates  are  :^ 

£ 

Army     885,000 

Navy     350,000 

Civil  Service 621,914 

£1.659,914 
Boaghly  speaking,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  these  Supple- 
mentary ^timatea,  asks  for  two  millions  more  than  he  did  last  April. 
Nor  is  the  prospect  for  1899-1900  any  more  encouraging.  The 
Army  Estimates  for  that  year  show  an  increase  on  the  estimates 
presented  last  year  of  £1,396,700  in  money  and  4,340  in  men.  The 
comparative  figures  are  : — 

Army  Expenditure,  1897-98  £19,330,000 

Army  Estimates,  1898-99  19,220^00 

Army  Expenditure,  1898-99  20,106,000 

Army  Estimates,   1899-1900 20,617,200 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  estimated  increase  in  tbe  expenditure  for 
1899-1900,  over  and  above  what  was  actually  spent  in  1896-99,  is  more 
than  £500,000.  To  this  in  due  course  will  have  to  be  added  the 
Supplementary  Amiy  Estimates  next  year  before  we  can  get  the  total 
.  The  Navy  Estimates,  too,  are  certain  to  show  a  laif^  increase. 


Finding  the  ^°^  ''*"  *^*  """^^  '°'"  ""'   ^^^   ^ 

jj  found  1  There  are  several  anggestiona,  amongst 

JnoMBi^-  ^hich  are  the  following  :— 

(1)  The  Government  may  suspend  the  Sinking  Fund — i.e.,  may 
oease  paying  off  the  National  Debt  in  order  to  get  money  for  their 
"  doles  "  and  anoaraents. 

(2)  They  may  impose  new  taxation — e.g., 

(a)  An  extra  Id.  on  the  income  tax. 

(6)  The  tobacco  duty  restored  to  what  it  was  last  year. 

(c)  An  additional  tax  on  beer. 

(3)  The  Timet,  in  an  article  "From  a  Correepondent,"  on 
Febroaiy  26th,  actually   suggests  that    too  much  ia  paid,  as  it  is. 
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in  income-tax  and  death  duties,  and  that  the  money  ought  to  be 
raised  on  com  and  sugar : — 

"  The  first  thing  Uiat  Government  shuuld  attempt,  on  almost  any  view 
of  the  past  history  and  the  present  position,  is  s  serious  redaction  of  the 
income-tax.  .  .  .  What  should  nrst  be  aimed  at  is  a  reduction  of  2d. 
per  £,  costing  upwanU  of  four  millions  a  year,  as  some  such  reduction  is 
needed  in  oidor  to  be  felt,  and  compensation  is  necessary  for  the  lengthened 
period  during  which  the  eicessive  rates  of  7d.  and  8d.  have  prevailed. 
.  .  .  It  would  facUitate  the  process  to  go  back  upon  the  practice  of 
giving  exemption  and  abatements  which  have  crippled  su  much  the  productive- 
ness of  the  tax,  but  the  practice,  it  may  be  admitted,  is  one  which  cannot  be 
very  easily  changed.  Its  rattoii  tPitTt  would  largely  disappear  with  the 
reduction  in  the  rate  of  the  tax  itself.  It  is  to  avoid  the  hanuhip  of  a  high 
rate  on  the  smaller  incomes  that  the  abatement«  in  their  case  have  been 
introduced.  But  reason  does  nut  altogether  prevail  in  these  matters,  and 
exemptions  and  abatements  once  given  cannot  be  readily  done  away  with .  It 
may  now  be  hoped  that  the  practice  will  not  go  further.  The  point 

to  recollect  is  that  besides  the  reduction  of  the  income-tax,  which  is  instantly 
eaUed  for,  the  reform  of  the  death  duties  is  also   one  of    great  practical 
importance  for  the  reason  already  given  that  they  are  taxes  on  capital,  and 
therefore  unfavourable  to  accumulation." 
And  this  is  how  the  money  is  to  be  got : — 

"As  to  the  particular  indirect  taxes  whose  restoration  may  have  to  be 
considered,  it  seems  obvious  that  the  two  which  must  command  the  first 
attention  are  the  last,  that  were  dispensed  with,  while  the  impetus  of  large 
surpluses,  and  the  indisposition  to  take  a  wide  financial  view,  apart  from 
free-trade  theories,  remained  operative.  If  it  were  not  for  party  I  consider 
it  quite  certain  that  the  moderate  com  duty  which  was  unwisely  given  up  by 
Ur.  Lowe  would  have  been  long  ago  restored.  The  question  of  reimpoaing 
a  sugar  duty  is  in  an  even  more  favourable  position.  Frea-trade  difficulties 
are  not  involved  here.  When  the  sugar  duty  existed  drawbacks  were 
allowed  to  compensate  refiners  and  exporters.  This  was  all  that  was 
required  for  free  trade,  and  drawbacks  could  be  allowed  a^in.  Any  duty 
that  is  required  would  also  be  so  moderate  as  hardly  to  raise  the  question 
of  other  drawbacks  than  those  for  refiners.  A  duty  of  4s.  8d.  percwt.,  or 
^.  per  lb.,  would  bring  in,  as  has  been  said,  about  £6,000,000  per  annum." 
The  Timet  itself,  in  comment,  says  : — 

"  It  is  dangerous  to  rely  exclusively  upon  direct  taxation  when  we  have 
to  meet  extraordinary  burdens.  It  is  hardly  less  dangerous  to  rely,  within 
the  domain  of  indirect  taxation,  almost  entirely  on  sicohol  and  tobacco  as 
charseable  commodities.  It  is  mischievous  to  encourage  the  idea  that  a  '  free 
hreakfost  table '  is  the  privilege,  like  trial  by  jury  or  the  writ  of  habtas  corjnu, 
of  British  subjects.  The  true  policy,  as  our  correspondent  urges,  is  to  extend 
the  scope  of  indirect  taxation.  The  reimposition  of  the  suilUng  duty  on 
com,  which  was  not  felt  while  it  was  in  operation,  and  would  bring  in  at  the 
present  time  a  very  large  sum,  is  one  proposed  reform.  A  duty  of  a  half- 
penny in  the  pound  on  sugar,  which  would  yield  some  six  millions  a  year,  ia 
another.  Wo  doubt  if  the  present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ia  likaly  to 
propose  either.  Yet  if  some  measures  of  the  kind  are  not  ado|)ted,  we  shall 
find  ourselves,  in  aU  probability,  confronted  with  far  more  serious  financial 
problems  in  the  immeaiate  future." 

To  such  a  pass  has  this  "  strongest  (Government  of  modem  times  " 
brought  na  that  it  is  seriously  suggested  that  the  people's  food  should 
be  taxed. 
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Wo  gave  last  month  some  exceptionally 
Thr  Growth  interesting  statistics  by  Sir  Robert  Qiffea  rela- 
OF  Ehpire.  tive  to  the  Excess  of  Imports,  and  in  his  re- 

cent address  to  the  Royal  Colonial  Institute 
Sir  Robert  gave  some  equally  interesting  figures  on  "  the  Relative 
Growth  of  the  Component  Parta  of  the  Empire." 

In  considering  the  following  tables  it  should  be  remembered  : — 

(1)  That  all  the  figures  are  not  reduced  to  a  gold  valuation,  those 
for  India,  for  instance,  being  in  tens  of  rupees.  Mid  that  the  gold 
valuation  itself,  owing  to  the  increase  in  the  purchasing  power  of  gold 
since  1871,  preventa  the  real  growth  of  almc«t  any  economic  factor 
being  fairly  shown  by  values  only. 

(2)  That  import  and  export  figures  are  subject  to  the  observa- 
tion that  tlie  trade  of  each  part  of  the  Empire  is  largely  with  other 
parts  of  tbe  Empire,  so  that  for  some  purposes  they  ought  not  to  be 
added  t<^t>ber. 

POPBLATiOR. 

As  to  population  in  these  English  speaking  portions  we  have  the 
following  comparison,  there  having  been  no  change  here  in  the  area 
since  1871  :— 

Population  of  United  Kingdom,  British  North  America,  and 
Australasia  in  18T1  and  1897  Compared. 

1871. 

United  Kingdom     31,830,000  .. 

Britiiib  North  America.      ...      3,840,000  .. 

Anstralattia 1,980,000  .. 


1897. 

Aniounl.    Peroont. 

40,200,000  .. 

8,350.000  ...    26 

5,400,000  .. 

.       1,560,000  ...    41 

4,480,000  .. 

2,500,000  ...   128 

ToUU 37,670,000  ...     50,080,000  ...     12,410,000  ...     33 

The  percentage  increase  in  the  United  Kingdom  is  thus  much  smaller 
than  in  the  two  great  groups  of  English-speaking  colonies.  It  is  only 
26  per  cent.,  whereas  in  Ifortb  America  it  is  41  per  cent.,  and  in 
Australasia  it  is  no  less  than  126  per  cent,  in  little  mare  than  a  quarter 
of  a  century.  It  is  Australasia,  therefore,  which  has  been  going 
ahead  among  the  English  portions  of  the  Empire.  In  amount,  how- 
ever, the  increase  of  population  is  still  much  larger  in  the  United 
Kingdom  than  in  the  other  two  parts  of  the  Empire,  tbe  numbers 
added  there  being  8,350,000  as  compared  with  1,560,000  only  in 
British  North  America  and  2,500,000  in  Australasia.  Relatively  also 
the  United  Kingdom  remained  predominant,  the  numbers  of  tbe  people 
there  being  40,000,000  out  of  a  total  of  50,000,000. 
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RKVEiniK. 

A  similar  compariaon  as  to  revenue  gives  the  following  resnlU  :— 


AnoiiDt.    Per  a 


69,900,000  „  106,600,000  ...  36,700,000  ...  52 
4,400,000  ...  8,100,000  ...  3,700.000  ...  86 
11,700,000  ...     30,000,000  ...     19,200,000  ...  165 


Totals 86,000,000  ...  145,600,000  ...     59,600,000...    69 

The  increase  of  revenue  is  thus  in  all  cases  greater  than  the  increase 
of  population,  but  the  same  relative  position  is  maintained  by  the 
three  difierent  portions  of  the  Empire. 

lUPOBTS   A»D    ESPOBTB. 

Next  we  have  a  comparison  of  imports  and  exports  : — 


Amount.    Per  oeat. 


United  Kingdom     ... 
British  North  America 
AnalralwU 

...  688,000,000  , 
...     38,000,000  . 
...     65,000,000  . 

...  789,000,000  . 

..  843,000,000  .. 
.,     55,000,000  .. 
..  138,000,000  .. 

.1,036.000,000  ., 

.  157,000,000 

..     17,000,000 

73,000,000 

Totals 

„  247,000,000 

Here  again  the  increase  is  larger  in  percentage  in  British  North 
America  and  Australasia  than  in  the  United  Kingdom,  but  the  amount 
of  the  increase  is  much  the  largest  in  the  United  Kingdom,  while  the 
aggregate  foreign  trade  of  the  United  Kingdom  was  four-fifths  of  the 
total.  The  pereentage  increase  is  also  largest  in  Australasia,  corres- 
ponding to  the  increase  of  population.  The  general  character  of  the 
growth  is  BuHiciently  indicated  hy  the  facta  stated.  The  colonies 
progress  at  a  greater  rate  than  the  mother  country,  as  their  increase  of 
population  Is  greater,  this  increase  being  specially  manifest  in  Austral- 
asia ;  but  the  growth  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  amount  is  still  much 
the  largest,  and,  in  such  a  matter  as  the  increase  or  reduction  of  debt, 
th«  comparison  is  rather  to  the  advantage  of  the  mother  country, 
though  there  need  be  no  question  of  the  necessity  and  usefulness  of  the 
borrowing  itself. 
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SuBJiHTT  States  or  the  Empire. 
A  Bimilar  set  of  tables  for  tfae  Subject  Sutes  of  the  British  Empire, 
(iaclading  South  Africa),  would  give  the  following  results : — 

PopCLATiON  IS  Subject  States  in  1871  and  1897  Compaked. 

InoreaBa. 
1871.  1897.  Amount.    Percent. 

1,000,000  ...      3,750,000  ...      2,750,000  ...  '275 
540,000  ...     33,6«0,000  ...     33,150,000  ...     — 

238,600,000  ...  311,500,000  ...     72,900,000  ...     31 

MiMielluieoiisPasseaaionB...      4,040,000  ...      3,390,000  ...      3,750,000  ...     81 


Totals 244,780,000  ...  357,330,000  ...  112,550,000  ...     46 

Revenue  of  Subject  States  in  1871  and  1897  Compared. 

iDcrease. 


South  Africa 900,000...  9,700,000...  8,800,000  ...  910 

Other  parts  of  Africa         ...  200,000...  800,000...  600,000  ...  370 

India 51,400,000  ...  94,100,000  ...  42,700,000  ...     83 

Miscellaoeoos  PowessionH...  3,900,000  ...  7,200,000  ...  3,300,000  ...    84 


South  Africa 7,700,000...    47,300,000...    39,600,000  ...  513 

Utber  part«  of  Africa  2,500,000...     10,800,000...      8,300,000  ...  332 

India 97,500,000  ...  198,900,000  ...  101,400,000  ...  104 

MiscellaneoDs  PoHswsions...  49,900,000  ...    81,200,000  ...    31,700,000  ...     64 

Totals 157,200,000  ...  338,100,000  ...  180,900,000  ...  115 

The  broad  facta  here  are  that  the  increases  are  generally  greater  than 
in  the  Englisli-speaking  portiona  of  the  Empire. 


Sir  Robert  Oiffen  proceeded  to  point  out 
some  particularly  notable  inferences  to  be 
drawn  from  theae  alatiatics  : — 
1.  The  great  tncreoM  in  South  A/riea. — The  increase  in  population 
showa  a  very  large  percentage,  but  the  numbers  are  still  small,  about 
3,000,000  only.  In  this  proportion  of  the  Empire,  however,  although 
the  population  is  only  mixed,  the  increase  of  revenue  and  increase  of 
imports  and  exports  are  both  larger  than  anywhere  else,  and  the  totals 
are  significant.  The  r&venue,  from  being  less  than  a  million  in  1871, 
is  now  about  £10,000,000,  an  increase  of  over  900  per  cent.,  and  the 
imports  and  exports,  including  bullion  and  specie,  from  being  just 
under  £8,000,000  in  1871,  are  now  £47,000,000.  The  imporU  and 
exports  are  almost  certainly  swollen  in  part  by  a  portion  of  what 
was  really  transit  trade  of  the  Orange  Free  State  and  the  Transvaal. 
But^  making  all  deductions,  large   figures  are  left.      Economically, 
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aJso,  the  Orange  Free  State  and  the  Transvaal  are  a  part  of  Bouth 
Africa,  developed  largely  by  British  capital  and  enterprise,  and  British 
settlers.  Still  larger  figures  of  revenue  and  of  imports  and  exports 
would  be  obtaiaed  by  including  them,  and  not  much  larger  Agures  of 
population. 

2.  The  remarkable  groteth  of  India. — The  figures  here  comprise 
tlie  whole  papulation  of  India,  including  the  native  States,  as  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  they  form  part  of  the  Empire.  There  are  now 
more  than  300,000,000  of  people  for  whose  government  we  are 
responsible  in  India ;  and  of  these  73,000,000  have  been  added,  mainly 
by  the  ordinary  growths  of  population,  since  1871.  Such  figures 
are  staggering,  especially  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  resources 
hardly  grow  in  proportion,  and  that  there  are  many  millions  in  this 
vast  multitude  in  a  state  of  the  extremest  poverty.  At  first  sight  the 
figures  of  the  growth  of  revenue  and  growth  of  imports  and  exports 
in  India  appear  to  signify  a  growth  of  resources  in  much  larger  propor- 
tion than  population  ;  but,  unfortunately,  thia  conclusion  cannot  be 
accepted  owing  to  the  figures  not  being  reduced  to  a  gold  valuation. 
Were  the  gold  valuation  applied  to  the  later  years  the  apparent 
increase,  both  of  revenue  and  of  imports  and  exports,  would  be  less. 

3.  The  comparative  emailiiesB  of  our  miscellaneoua  posaeasiona,  the 
leaiUred  poasesBitmt  we  hold  all  over  the  world,  exclugiv^  of  the  fiiain 
divieions  already  detcribed,  and  the  tuant  of  progre»8  sliown  in  some 
of  tliem  by  comparison. — In  Spite  of  the  general  increase  in  these 
possessions,  one  or  two  unfavourable  symptoms  among  the  older 
colonies  have  to  be  noted — principally  the  West  Indian  Islands  and 
British  Guiana.  In  this  group  there  is  a  large  percentage  increase  of 
population,  amounting  to  45  per  cent. ;  the  revenue  also  shows  an 
increase  amounting  to  56  per  cent. ;  but  the  imports  and  exports 
disclose  the  increafie  in  the  imports  to  be  7  per  cent,  only,  and  there  is 
an  actual  decrease  in  the  exports  of  1 4  per  cent.  In  British  Guiana 
there  is  a  decrease  of  32  per  cent,  in  the  imports  and  of  35  per  cent,  in 
the  exports.  These  figures  tell  tlieir  own  tale,  which  is  confirmed  by 
the  figures  as  to  growth  of  debt  and  other  particulars.  This  is  atmost 
the  one  unfavourable  feature  in  the  picture  of  general  progress  in  the 
British  Empire  which  the  statistics  present. 

4.  The  addition  of  an  African  £tnpire. — Most  of  the  figures  deal 
mainly  with  the  progress  of  population  on  the  same  area  or  with  small 
additions  to  the  area.  In  the  English-speaking  portions  of  the  Elmpire 
this  is  conspicuously  the  case.  It  is  also,  for  the  most  part,  the  same 
in  India  and  other  parts  of  the  Empire,  with  the  single  exception  of 
the  African  Continent.  Here,  on  the  contrary,  whether  in  tSouth 
Africa,  or  Central  and  Korth  Africa  or  West  Africa,  or  Egypt  and  the 
Soudan,  we  have  to  deal  for  the  moat  part  with  new  areas  added 
to  our  responsibilities,  the  whole  constituting  already  an  area  of 
about  3,000,000  square  miles,  with  an  estimated  population  of 
34,000,000  if  we  exclude  Egypt  and  the  Soudan,  and  an  area  of 
over  4,000,000  square  miles  with  a  population  of  50,000,000  if  we 
include  the  latter.     The  African  empire  thus  begun  is  no  small  rival 
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to  the  IndioD  Empire  itself  The  India  we  possessed  at  the  begianiag 
oE  the  century  was  not  much  (greater  in  population  than  the  popula- 
tion we  already  govern  in  Africa,  while  the  conditions  are  such  that 
the  growth  of  population  in  our  African  dominions,  considering  what 
the  popalation  has  been  in  former  times  in  the  Soudan,  is  likely  to  be 
extremely  rapid.  The  nucleus  of  this  empire  in  revenue  and  trade, 
looking  at  ^ypt  on  the  one  side,  and  South  Africa  on  the  other,  as 
well  as  at  West  Africa,  is  also  considerable.  When  the  evente  of  the 
present  generation  pass  into  history  the  magnitude  of  the  achievement 
will  become  even  more  evident  than  it  is  now.  We  can  hardly  realise 
as  yet  the  reeponsibilities  and  possibilities  involved,  or  how  much  the 
change  aSects  our  general  position  in  the  world. 


OcE  Duty  to  ^^^^     pointing   out     tlie     interest    and 

^  picturesqueueas  of  the  progress  of  the  Empire, 

THE    tMPIRB.  gj^    j^^,^^    Qjg.^^    ^y    ._ 

"Another  question  suggested  by  a  review  of  the  Empire  was  the 
economic  one  presented  by  a  State  like  India,  which  bad  an  enormous 
growth  of  population  mainly  dependent  on  agriculture,  and  where  there 
were  some  signs  of  sn  excessive  growth  of  multitudes  who  bad  barely  the 
means  for  the  scanty  subsistence  which  was  aimed  at,  and  who  were  always 
on  the  vei^o  of  starvation.  Amidst  ourgreat  success  in  the  development  of 
population  and  wealth  throughout  the  Empire,  in  which  there  was  so  much 
cause  for  pride  and  rejoicing,  the  reverse  of  the  shield  which  we  found  to 
exist  in  the  growth  at  the  same  time  of  a  vast  population  on  the  verge  of 
starvation  ought  also  to  be  looked  at.  It  appearad  to  be  the  one  great 
economic  difficulty  which  the  governing  races  would  have  to  deal  with,  and 
which  was  beginning  to  embarrass  them.  The  practical  issue  to  which  all 
these  conaiderations  led  was  the  necessity  for  all  agreeing  to  make  the  most 
of  the  Empire  in  the  way  of  development  and  oiganisation.  Eespokeasone 
having  so  great  a  sense  of  the  difficulties  and  dangers  of  a  great  Empire 
that  if  there  had  been  free  choice  in  the  matter  at  any  time  he  would 
have  deprecated  the  conquest  of  India  and  other  conquests  which  had  made 
the  Empire  what  it  is.  But  the  choice  had  not  been  quite  free,  aud 
e^iecially  it  was  not  open  to  ua  to  give  up  any  part  of  the  Empire  at  will 
without  making  so  great  an  alteration  of  our  position  in  the  world  that  our 
freedom  and  independence  at  home  would  he  endangered.  As  the  worst 
thing  possible  was  to  halt  between  two  opinions  we  must  accordiugly,  even 
if  we  disliked  empire,  make  the  best  of  our  position.     We  were  in  for  this 

East  Empire,  and  there  was  an  end  of  the  matter.  On  all  sides,  then,  on 
ttle  Englandera  as  well  as  Great  Englanders,  the  main  idea  of  policy 
should  now  i>e  to  knit  the  different  parts  of  the  Empire  together  so  that 
they  should  support  each  other  and  support  the  whole.  There  must  be  a 
common  scheme  of  defence  ;  there  must  be  a  provision  of  adequate  force  in 
each  part  of  the  Empire  according  to  that  scbeme  ;  communications  must 
be  rapidly  improved.  It  would  be  out  of  place  for  him  to  suggest  or  discuss 
any  detail  or  scheme,  but  perhaps  the  study  of  the  composition  of  the 
Empire  in  the  most  general  way,  and  of  what  the  growth  had  been,  might 
assist  the  public  comprehension  of  the  plans  which  those  who  were 
responsible  produced." 

These  are  wise  words  to  which  all  Liberals,  at  all  events,  will  give 
consideration. 


)  by  Google 


6&  THB  LIUKEAL  HAeAZIKK.  |11miA.  ISSa 

One  of  the  moat  important  debates  in  oon- 
MiNisTERS  AKD  n«ctioD  With  the  address  on  th«  Queen's  Speech 
DlRKCTORaHiPa.  was  that  which  took  plaue  on  February  14tfa 
and  15th  on  Mr.  MacNeill'e  motion,  in  which 
he  asked  the  House  to  consider  "the  position  of  a  public  company 
director  to  be  incompatible  with  the  position  of  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown,  and  that  the  union  of  such  offices  is  likel;  to  lower  the  dignity 
of  public  life."  The  present  administration  consists  of  44  Ministers  of 
the  Crown.  Of  these  25  are  directors  of  one  or  more  companies,  and 
these  25  amongst  them  hold  41  directorships.  This  is  a  very  serious 
and  lamentable  state  of  affairs.  It  is  not  for  a  moment  suggested  that 
any  of  her  Majesty's  Ministers  are  corrupt,  and  great  care  was  taken 
in  the  debate  to  avoid  any  imputation  of  that  kind.  The  real  point 
is  that  Ministers  ought  to  be  subject  to  no  sort  of  conceivable  risk  in 
the  matter.  It  ought  to  be  impossible  for  them  to  be  moved  by 
divided  duty,  or  to  have  to  decide  between  conflicting  interests 
Everybody  knows  that  Lord  Selborne  is  an  honourable  man,  but  at 
the  same  time  that  does  not  make  it  right  that  he  should  hold  the  two 
offices,  (1)  of  Under  Secretary  of  Stale  for  the  Colonies,  and  (2)  of 
director  of  the  P.  and  0.  Company.  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman 
well  pointed  out  that  "  the  only  safe  rule  to  lay  down  is  that  members 
of  the  Cabinet,  at  all  events,  if  not  all  members  of  the  Government, 
should  renounce,  when  they  accept  office,  all  financial  positions  ia 
public  companies  of  every  kind."  Sir  Michael  Hicks  Beach,  himself  » 
director  of  the  Economic  Life  Assurance  Company,  made  very  light  of 
the  whole  matter.     Here  is  his  apologia  : — 

"  I  am  a  director  of  a  mutual  assutance  society  myself.  It  is  a  society 
in  the  welfare  of  which  I  have  great  privnte  interests  affecting  not  only 
myself  but  many  of  my  relstions.  I  have  been  insured  in  it  tor  many  years, 
and,  as  anyone  who  knows  anything  about  insurance  business  is  aware,  no 
one  can  tell  how  an  insurance  company  ur  an  insurance  society  is  goinff  "a 
unless  he  is  within  the  charmed  circle  and  can  keep  in  touch  with  the 
business.  1  contend  that  I  have  a  perfect  right  b)  give  a  little  time,  and  it 
is  very  little,  which  I  should  otherwise  devote  to  recreation,  to  occasional 
attendances  at  the  board  of  that  society." 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  point  out  how  inconclusive  and  incomplete 
this  is  as  a  defence.  If  it  means  anything  at  all  it  means  that  no  one 
is  safe  in  insuring  his  life  unless  at  the  same  time  he  takes  care  to 
become  a  director  of  the  company  in  which  he  effects  the  insurance  ! 
Mr.  Balfour  made  an  interesting  and  ingenious  speech  in  defence  of 
the  existing  duplication  of  parte  by  Ministers,  in  reply  to  which  (on 
February  15th)  Mr.  Asquith  said  : — 

"The  right  hon.  gentleman  got  rid,  in  an  airy  way,  of  the  analogy  of  the 
Civil  Service.  It  is  admitted  that  everybody  who  goes  into  the  service,  just 
as  everybody  on  active  service  in  the  Army  and  Navy,  should  be  prohibited 
from  holding  any  uf  these  directorships.  And  why  is  there  this  prohibition  ? 
Not,  as  the  right  hon.  gentleman  suggusts,  merely  or  mainly  because  that  is 
a  permanent  vocation,  but  it  is  prohibited  upon  two  simple  and  sufBcient 
grounds — namely,  that  by  entering  the  public  service,  by  putting  on  him  the 
Queen's  livery,  and  taking  the  Queen's  shilling,  he  binds  himself  to  conse- 
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crate  tho  whole  of  his  time  and  energy  to  the  Queen's  service  ;  and  in  the 
necond  place  because  it  isabsolutelj  impossible  to  predict  or  foi^cast  before- 
hand in  what  particul&r  conjuncture  the  oollision  between  public  and  private 
interests,  which  is  so  likely  to  occur,  may  arise.  Therefore  it  has  been  found 
as  a  niAtter  of  practice  that  although  iii  OTdinarr  probability,  judging  by  the 
ordinary  standards,  a  cHse  might  not  occur  once  in  ten,  Mty  or  a  hundred 
timee,  yet  it  has  been  found  as  a  matter  of  practice  essential  to  lay  down  a 
hard  and  last,  inflexible  and  uniform  rule  to  which  all  membera  of  the  Civil 
Service  are  expected  to  conform.  Suppoeing  when  I  was  at  the  head  of  a 
public  department  I  found  that  one  of  my  subordinates  had  been 
engaged  as  a  director  in  one  of  these  companies,  and  during  office  hours 
attended  to  the  business  of  that  company,  what  would  be  my  duty  as  head 
of  the  department  1  It  would  be  to  censure  him  and  possibly  dispense  with 
hia  services.  How  oould  I  perform  that  duty,  with  clean  bands  and  a  dear 
conscience,  if  I  were  m;^Belf  a  director  oF  a  company  and  were  doing  as  head 
of  the  office  the  very  thing  I  would  not  allow  my  subordinate  to  do  f  I  think 
lliat  no  one  says  the  cases  are  identical,  but  I  think  the  analogy  of  the  Civil 
Servics  ie  a  roost  useful  and  valuable  one." 

We  append  a  list  of  the  Ministers  holding  the  directorships  for  the 
B&ke  of  reference : — 

I.— THE  CABINET. 

LoBD  Salihburt  (Foreign  Secretary,  Prime  Minister), 

University  Life  Ateurance  Society. 
Eahl  of  Hambubv  (Lord  Chaaoellor), 

Norlh  Cornwall  Jtailuxty  Company. 
DoEB  OF  Dbvonsbirb  (Lord  President  of  Council), 

Barrom  ScemaHte  Sleel  Company,  Limited, 

Fnrneg*  Railtoay  Company, 
ViBCOtniT  Cboss  (Lord  Privy  Seal), 

Great  Central  Railway  Company. 
Sib  Michael  Hicks-Beach  (Chancellor  of  the  Excheqnsr), 

Economic  Life  A»av.ranee  Society. 
Sir  Matthkw  Whitb  Ridlky  (Home  Secretary), 

North  Eastern  Railway  Company, 

Forth  Bridge  Railway  Company. 
Lord  Geobgk  Hahiltox  (Secretary  for  India), 

Pdiean  Life  Insurance  Company, 
Lord  Balfour  of  Buklkigb  (Secretary  for  Scotland), 

Rank  of  Scotland  (Deputy  Governor), 

National  Bank  of  Scotland,  Limited  (Extraordinary  Director), 

San  Paulo  {Brazilian)  Railtoay  Company. 
G.  J.  GoscHEN  (First  Lord  of  Admiralty), 

Bank  o/Roumania  (Member  of  London  Committee  of), 

Imperial  Ottoman  Bank. 
C.  T.  Ritchie  (Board  of  Trade), 

Royal  Exchange  Ateurance  Corporation, 

Union  Bank  ^  London,  Limited. 
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Akbbs  Douolas  (Works  and  Public  Buildings), 

London  Chatham  and  Dover  Railway  Company. 

II.— OTHER   MEMBERS  OF  MINISTRY 

Gkkald  W,  Balfoub  (Irish  Secretary), 

AUiminium  Company. 
Sir  Jobs  Gobst  (Vice-President,  Committee  of  Council), 

British  Empire  Mutuai  Assurance  Company. 

W.  Hatbs  Fishbb, 

Westninater  BUctrie  Supply  Corporation,  Limited, 

Westminster  Trust,  Limited. 
Earl  of  Hopktoun  (Paymaster  General), 

Bank  of  Scotland  (Extraordinary  Director), 

Standard  Life  Assurance  Company  (Joint  Deputy  Oovemor). 
J.  Austen  Chamberlain  (Civil  Lord  of  Admiralty), 

Bank  of  Africa,  Limited. 
W.  J.  E.  Macabtnbt  (Secretary  to  Admiralty), 

Glogher  Valley  Jiailroay  Company,  Limited, 

Dundaik,  A'ewry,  and  Greenore  Railway  Company, 

London  and  North  Western  Railway  Company. 
W.  St.  J.  E.  Brodrick  (Parliamentary  Secretary,  Foreign  Office), 

Globe  Telegraph  and  Trust  Company,  Limited, 

Bock  Life  Assurance  Society. 
Earl  of  Sblbobne  (Parliamentary  Secretary,  Colonial  Office), 

Peninsular  and  Ori«nt<d  Steam  Jfaviffation  Company. 
Eabl  op  Ohslow  (Parliamentary  Secretary,  India  Office), 

A'ew  Pinos  Altos  Company,  Limited, 
Gbobqk  Wyndhau  (Parliamentary  Secretary,  War  Office), 

London  Chatham  and  Dover  Railway  Company. 
Sir  R.  E.  Webster  (Attorney -General), 

Law  Life  Aswuranee  Society. 
A.  G.  Mukbay  (Lord  Advocate), 

Sank  of  Scotland, 

Great  North  of  Scotland  Railway  Company, 

Standard  Life  Assurance  Company. 
Marquess  of  Lothian, 

Ediithurgh  Life  Assurance  Company, 

Lothian  Coal  Company,  Limited, 

National  Bank  of  Scotland,  Limited. 
D.  F.  Barton  (Solicitor-General), 

Arthur  Guinness  and  Son,  Limited. 
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Mr.  MacNeiU'a  motion  was  lost  by  249  to  145,  but  this  division,  as  the 
Timet  pointed  ont  the  next  day,  by  no  means  represents  the  opinion 
of  the  House  on  this  question.  The  fact  that  voting  against  the 
Government  on  the  Address  is  held  to  be  equivalent  to  a  vot«  of 
censure  sent  all  the  Government  supporters  into  the  Lobby  against  Mr. 
MacXeill  without  reference  to  the  merits  of  the  question.  Mr.  Beckett, 
the  Tory  member  for  Whitby  Division  of  Yorkshire,  said  (Feb- 
ruary 15th) : — 

"  MinisteTB  should  do  avay  with  temptation  and  place  themselves  above 
BOapicioD.  A  Minister's  good  name  was  pubhc  property  and  his  reputation 
was  a  financial  asset ;  of  that  company  promoters  were  well  aware.  It  was 
the  dutyof  Ministers  to  see  that,  as  far  as  they  could  help  it,  no  wronj;- 
doini;  was  done  under  the  cloak  and  cover  of  their  names.  But  they  could 
not  do  this,  as  directors  of  public  companies,  because  they  bad  neither  the 
time  nor  the  adequate  knowledge.  Whde  he  adhered  to  the  general  principle 
of  this  mi>tion  he  was  not  prepared,  by  the  assertion  of  that  principle,  to 
sacrifice  the  Ministry." 

Other  Tory  members  spoke  in  the  a&me  sense,  and  it  is  yet  to  be 
hoped  that  Mr.  Balfour  will  decide  to  fall  in  with  public  opinion  on 
this  point  by  adopting  the  salutary  rule  involved  in  Mr.  MacNeill's 
amendment. 


Oeneral  surprifie  has  been  expressed  at  the 
A  "Poor"  Ddkk     contents  of    the    will  of  the    late    Duke    of 
OR  AH  Evasive  Osb  1  Northumberland.     He  has  left  personal  estate 
valued  at  £50,960,  and  the  gross  value  of  the 
whole  estate  is  estimated  at  £76,892.     These  figures  do  not  include  the 
value  of  the  entailed  estates,  but  even  so  the  amount  of  £50,950  net 
personalty  appears  exceedingly  small  for  a  wealthy  duke,  who  only  a 
few  years  ago  received  nearly  ten  times  that  sum  for  the  site  of  his 
town  house.     The  Sewcaade  Daily  Leader,  in  commenting  on  the  sub- 
ject, saya  ;— 

"  We  recall  the  fact  that  to  a  meeting  held  in  the  City  of  London  some 
years  ago,  the  present  Duke  of  Northumberland,  then  Earl  Percy,  addressed 
a  letter  intimating  how  gladly  he  and  persons  of  his  class  would  contribute, 
by  way  of  additional  lAxation,  towards  any  necessary  increase  of  the  navy. 
The  response  of  the  Qovemment  of  that  day  was  the  naval  programme  of 
Earl  Spencer  and  the  Death  Duties  Budget  of  Sir  William  Haccourt.  The 
extra  demands  of  the  Admiralty  in  that  year  amounted  to  £3,126,000,  and 
the  financial  proposals  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  were  undis- 
gnisedly  based  on  the  assumption  that  those  who  had  most  loudly  called  for 
an  increaae  of  the  navy  would  be  prepared  to  bear  their  proper  share  of  the 
harden  which  such  an  increase  must  inevitably  and  permanently  impose. 
Hie  present  Duke  of  Northumberland  was  one  of  these  ;  but  how  he  is  to 
pay  bis  share  of  the  coat  of  national  insurance  we  do  not  clearly  perceive  if 
the  Northumberland  estates,  real  and  peraonal,  are  to  be  assessed  to  the 
EsUte  Duty  at  something  less  than  £77,000.  Obviously,  on  this  basis  the 
contribution  of  his  Grace  of  Northumberland  will  be  enormously  less  than 
it  would  have  been  under  the  old  system  of  death  duties.     And  what  the 
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Dulce  of  Northumberland  does  not  pay  will  have  to  be  paid  by  the  geneial 
taxpaTor.  If  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ^eta  leas  than  he  U  entitled 
to  from  one  pocket,  he  has  to  make  up  the  deQciency  from  another." 
It  certainly  looks  as  if  the  late  Duke  had  disposed  of  bis  property  in 
his  lifetime  so  as  to  escape  the  Death  Duties.  If  so,  what  an  excellent 
commentary  on  the  present  Duke's  willingness  to  bear  Am  share  of  the 
additional  taxation  for  the  Navy  ! 


So  much  interest  has  been  aroused  on  the 

The  Division  o»      division  on  Ground  Values  (on  February  10th) 

Grodnd  Values.      that    we    give     the     pairs.       The    following 

Liberal    members    were  paired  on  the  night 

when  the  division  was  taken : — 


FOR. 
AUison,  B.  A. 

ABher,  Alexr. 
Aahton,  T.  G. 

Bainbridge,  B. 
Baker.  Sir  J. 
Barlow,  J.  E. 
Bay  ley,  Thos. 
Beaumont,    W. 


Chas 


Sir 


Carmichael,     Sir 

Thoe. 
Cawley,  F. 
Clark,  Dr.  G.  B. 
Cozenn- Hardy, 

H.  H. 
Crombie,  J.  W, 
Evans,  Sir  F, 

Evershed,  S. 
Gold,  Chas. 
Gourley,  Sir  E. 
Hemphill,    Serjt. 


AGAINST. 
Finch,  G.  H. 
Cayzer,  Sir  Chas. 
Jonifre,Hon.H.G. 
Acland-Hood,  Sir 

A. 
Qiiilt«r,  Sir  C. 
Fletcher,  Sir  H. 
Cook,  F.  L. 
Warr,  A.  F. 
Seely,  C.  H. 

Pretyman,  Capt. 

E.  G. 
Kenyon-Slaney, 

Col.  W. 
ToralinsoD,      W. 

E.  M. 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 

Royds,  C.  M. 
Campbell,  J.  A. 
Scott,  Sir  A. 

Halaey,  T.  F. 
Cooke.    C.    W. 

Radcliffe. 
Lafone,  Alfd. 
Bailey,  James. 
Aird,  John. 
Bliownaggree,  Sir 


Pryce-Jones,  Lt.- 

Col.  E. 
Priestley,SirWm. 


Lnttrell,  H.  C.  F. 
Lyell,  Sir  L. 
McEwan,  Wm, 
McLaren,  C.  B.  B. 
McLeod,  John. 

Mappin,  Sir  F. 
Mefior,  J.  W. 
Moea,  Samuel. 
Oldroyd,  M. 

Palmer,  Sir  Chaa. 
Pease,  Alfred 
Pease,  Sir  J.  W. 
Peane,  J.  A. 

f^ckard,  B. 
Price  R.  J. 
Priestley,  B. 
Reckitt,  H.  J. 
Roberta,  J.  B. 


AGAINST. 
Mellor,  Col.  J.  J. 
Younger,  Wm, 
Milward.  Col.  V. 
Baiid,  J.  G.  A. 
Bonsor,  H.  Coemo. 
Cohen,  B.  L. 
WiJBon,    John 

(Falkirk). 
Wortley,  C.  S. 
Rntlierionl,  John 
Currie,  Sir  D. 
Davenport,       W. 

Bromley. 
Hatch,  E.  F.  G. 
Benshaw,  C.  B. 
Pender,  Sir  Jas. 
Fellowes,       Hon. 

A.  E. 
Gibfae,Hon.Alban 
Ixing,  Col.  C.  W. 
Staotey,  E.  J. 
Morreli;  G.  H. 
Rothschild,   Hon. 

L.  W. 
8idebottom,T.  H. 
Cornwallia,    F. 

",.  W. 


Wallace,      R.    Round,  Jas. 

(Edin.) 
Wallace,      B 

(Perth). 
Wayman,  Thoa. 
Wilson.  F.  W. 
WiUon,  H.  J. 
Woodall,  Wm. 
Woodbouse, 


Sir 


Milbank,  Sir  P. 

Bonlnoia,  E. 
Cruddas,  W.  D. 
Arnold,  Alfred. 
MaxweU,  Sir  H. 
Cox,  Robt. 


It  should  be  added  that  (including  tellers)  the  numbers  in  the  division 
were:  For,  126;  Against,  I&9. 
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It  m&j   be   conveaient   to  i 
various  Araendmenta  whicb  were  moved  to  the 
Address  in  answer  to  the  Queen's  Speech  : — 
Date,  Mover.  Subject. 

Feb.  8.— Sir  K  Ash  mead- Bartlett  (C.)  The  "  Integrity"  of  China. 

By  leave  withdrawn. 
"  -Mr.  Samuel  Smith  (L.)  '      ' 


The  AHENDUEirra  i 
THE  Address. 


10.— Sir.  E.  J.  C.  Morton  (L.)  . 

13.— Mr.  Herbert  Lewis  (L.)     . 

13.— Mr.  Labouchere  (L.) 

14.— Mr.  J.  G.  Weir  (L.)... 

14.— Mr.  Herbert  Roberta  (L.) . 
14,  15.-Mr.  Swift  MMNeUl(N.)    . 

16.  —Mr.  8eton-K«rr  (0. ) 

16.— Mr.  John  Bedtnond  (P.)    . 

17.-Mr.W.  Field  (N.)  ... 
17,  20.— Mr.  Davitt  (N.) 

20.— Mr.  Steadman  (L)    ... 

20.— Mr.  Maddieon  (L)    ... 

21.— Mr.  Havelook  Wilson  (L.)  . 


,  Lawlessness  in  the  Church. 

Lost  by  132  (223  to  91). 
.  The  Land  Question  in  Towns. 

Lost  by  »3  (159  to  12S>. 
,  Legislation  for  Wales. 

Lost  by  60  (194  to  144). 
.  Beform  of  the  House  of  Lords. 

Lost  by  118  (223  to  105). 
.  Scottish  Crofters. 

Lost  by  65  (197  to  142). 
.  Calcutta  Municipal  Bill, 

By  leave  withdrawn. 
.  Ministers  and  Directorships, 

Lost  by  104  (247  to  143). 
.  Pood  Supply  in  War  Time. 

N^atived  without  division. 
,  "Independent"  Irish  Legislature. 

Lost  by  267  (300  to  43). 
.  Irish  Railway  Rates. 

Discussed  and  withdrawn. 
.  Irish  Distress. 

Lost  by  81  (203  to  122). 
.  PiiHt  Office  Employ^. 

Lost  by  68  (169  to  91). 
.  Railway  Casualties, 

Discussed  and  withdrawn. 
,  Compensation  to  Seamen. 


ipensat 

Lost  by  81  (206  to  125). 
It  will  be  noticed  that  the  Government  majority  never  attained  its 
normal  figure  (137)  except  when  Ministers  were  anpported  hy  tbe 
Opposition.  


British  Teade. 


We  give  below  the  fignrea  relating  to  the 
Imports  and  Exports  for  January  : — 
Januakt,  1899. 


Month  endJDffSUt  Jan. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

1899. 

1898. 

Im     rt« 

£ 

41,216,606 
26.467,494 

6.120,260 

£ 

39,929,291 
23,914,066 

4,682,661 

£ 
1,287,315 
1,663,429 

437,699 

£ 

Re^ezporta  of  Foreign  'i 
and                \ 

— 

Total 

71,804,360 
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In  the  second    volume    of    "Sir   Robert 

New  Sidelights       Peel,  from  his  Private  Papers,"  which  has  jnst 

ON  Lord  been  published,  Mr.  C.  S.  Parker  has  inciden- 

BsACONSFiELD.        tally    thrown    a    startling   sidelight    on    the 

character  of  Lord   Beaconsfield.      The  fact« 

(as  set  out  by  Ur.  PB,rl[er)    are   as   follows.      On  the  third  reading 

of  the  Corn  Bill  (May  15th,  1846)  Disraeli  (as  he  then  was,  of  course) 

made  an  elaborate  attack  on  his  late  leader,  Sir  Kobert  Peel.     Amid 

frantic  party  cheers  he  satiriwd  him  as  one    who,  by  tbe  very  law 

of  his  being,  was  always  changing  old  opinions  for  new  : — 

"  For  forty  jeon  he  had  traded  on  the  idsaa  and  intelligence  of  others. 
His  life  had  been  one  vast  appropriation  clause.  From  the  days  of  the 
Conqueror  there  was  no  st&tesmsn  who  had  committed  political  petty  larceny 
on  so  great  a  scale.  Yet  he  had  told  the  House  he  did  not  feel  humiliated  ! 
It  was  impossible  to  know  what  were  the  feelings  of  others.  Feeling  depended 
upon  temperament,  upon  tbe  orgauisattnn  oF  the  animal  that  feels." 
Other  speakers  followed,  and  it  was  long  past  midnight  when  Sir 
Robert  Peel  rose  to  bring  the  long  discussions  on  the  Corn  Bill,  which 
had  lasted  nearly  three  months,  to  a  close.  On  such  an  occasion  to 
bandy  personalities  he  felt  would  be  an  insult  to  the  House  :— 

"  Of  the  hon,  member  for  Shrewsbury  I  will  only  say  that  if — after 
reviewing  tbe  whole  of  my  public  life  previously  to  my  accession  to  office  in 
1841 — if  ne  then  entertained  the  opinion  of  me  which  he  now  professes,  it  is 
surprising  that  be  should  have  been  ready,  ss  I  think  he  was.  to  unite  bis 
fortunes  with  mine  in  office,  implying  the  strongest  proof  which  any  public 
man  can  give  of  confidence  in  the  honour  and  integrity  of  a  Minister  of  the 

But  when  Peel  sat  down  Disraeli  rose  again,  and  denied  that  he  had 
given  any  snch  proof  of  confidence : — 

"  I  can  assure  the  House  that  nothing  of  the  kind  occurred.     I  can  say 
that  t  never  asked  a  farour  of  the  Government,  nut  even  one  of  those 
mechanical  things  which  persons  are  obliged  to  ask.     With  respect  to  my 
being  a  solicitor  for  office  it  is  entirely  unfounded." 
Peel  was  content  to  repeat  hb  comment : — 

"If  the  hon.  gentleman  really  believed  that  I  deserved  the  character  he 
gave  of  me  to-night,  then  it  was  not  right  thnt  in  1841  he  should  have  intimated 
to  mo  that  ho  was  not  unwUling  to  give  the  proof  of  confidence  that  would 
have  been  implied  by  the  acceptAnce  of  office. 

As  &  matter  of  fact  there  is  documentary  evidence  to  show  that 
Disraeli  actually  did  apply  for  ofBce.  The  letter  in  which  he  did  so  is 
now  published  only  to  remove  a  doubt  which  has  too  long  prevailed — 
whether  Peel  (who  left  a  character  for  strict  regard  to  truth)  on  this 
occasion  said  more,  or  leas,  than  he  could  prove.  The  letter  written  in 
1841  which  tbe  assailant  of  1846  forgot  to  remember  or  else 
remembered  to  forget  ran  as  follows : — 

"Groevenor-gste,  September  5th.  1841, 

**  Dear  Sir  Robert, — I  have  shrunk  from  obtruding  myself  upon 
you  at  this  moment,  and  should  have  continued  to  do  so  if  there  were  any 
one  on  whom  I  could  rely  to  express  my  feelings. 

"  I  am  not  going  to  trouble  you  with  claims  similar  to  those  with  which 
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Toa  most  be  wearied.  I  will  not  My  that  I  have  fought  linoe  1834  four 
contests  for  your  party,  that  I  have  expended  great  sums,  have  exerted  my 
intalligence  to  the  utmost  for  the  propagatioa  of  your  policy,  and  have  that 
poaition  in  life  which  can  oommsnd  s  ooetJy  seat. 

"Bat there  is  one  peculiarity  in  my  cose  on  which  I  oanoot  he  silent.  I 
have  bad  to  struggle  ^[aiiiat  a  storm  of  political  hate  and  malice  which  few 
men  ever  experienced,  from  the  moment,  at  the  instigation  of  a  member  of 
your  Cabinet,  I  enrolled  myself  under  your  b&nner,  and  I  have  only  been 
Bnstamed  under  these  trials  by  the  conviction  that  the  day  would  come  when 
the  foremost  man  of  this  country  would  publicly  testify  that  he  had  name 
respect  for  my  ability  and  my  chuwiter. 

"  I  oonfeaa,  to  be  unrect^nised  at  this  moment  by  you  appeara  to  me  to 
be  overwhelming,  and  I  appeal  to  your  own  heart — to  that  justioe  and  that 
m^nanimjty  which  I  feel  are  your  oharacteristios — to  save  me  from  an 
intolerable  harailiation. 

"  Believe  me,  dear  Sir  Robeii,  -fWir  laithful  servant, 

"B.    DiSRAXU." 

Hiia  letter  was  backed  np  by  a  very  curious 
Mrs.    Disraeli,    written   to    aU    appearance 
knowledge : — 

"(OonOdeatial.) 
"  GroBvenor-gate,  Saturday  night,  Beptesber  Gth,  1841. 

**  Dbar  Sib  RoaaiiT  Pxai., — I  beg  you  not  to  be  angry  with  me  for  my 
intniaion,  bot  I  am  overwhelmed  with  anxiety.  My  husband's  politico 
career  is  for  ever  crushed  if  you  do  not  appreciate  him. 

"  Hr.  Disraeli's  eiettiona  are  not  unknown  to  you,  but  there  is  much  he 
haa  done  that  you  canuut  be  aware  of,  though  they  have  had  no  other  aim  but 
to  do  you  honour,  no  wish  for  reoompeose  but  your  approbation. 

"  He  has  gone  further  than  most  to  make  your  opponimt«  hia  personal 
enemies.  He  has  stood  four  most  expensive  elections  since  1834,  and  gained 
aeats  from  Whigs  in  two,  and  I  pledge  myself  as  far  as  one  seat,  that  it  shall 
always  be  at  your  command, 

"Literature  he  has  abandoned  for  polities.  Do  not  destroy  all  his 
hopes,  and  make  him  feel  his  life  has  been  a  mistake. 

"  Hay  I  venture  to  name  my  own  bumble  but  enthusiastic  oxertiotis  in 
times  gone  by,  for  the  party,  or  rather  for  your  own  splendid  self  1  They 
will  tdl  you  at  Maidstone  that  more  than  £40,000  was  spent  through  my 
influence  only. 

"  Be  pleased  not  to  answer  thi«,  as  I  do  not  wish  any  human  beii^  to 
know  I  have  wrilt«i  to  you  this  humble  petition. 

"  I  am  now,  as  ever,  Dear  Sir  Robert, 

"  Tour  moat  faithful  servaDt, 

"  Mart  Annb  Disbauj." 
Feel  ia,  in  fact,  completely  vindicated — at  the  expense  of  Disraeli — who 
traded  on  the  fact  that  Feel  would  be  too  "  honourable."  U>  publish  a 
private  letter. 

There  is  even  mora  Two  years  later  (in  1843)  when  Feel  had 
already  b^nn  his  Tariff  Reforuis,  which  eventually  paved  the  way  to 
the  R^ieal  of  the  Com  Laws,  and  un  the  pressure  of  the  Iiish  Famine, 
Disraeli  applied  again,  not  this  time  £or  himself,  but  for  a  brother. 
Sir  Jamee  Graham  writes  to  Feel : — 

"  I  was  BHtoniahed  at  receiving  a  letter  from  Disraeli  asking  for  a  place 
for  hia  brother.     His  letter  is  aa  impudent  one,  doubly  so  when  I  remember 
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hia  conduct  and  lAii|[uage  in  th«  House  of  Cominoiu  tomnls  tha  end  of  the 
Iftit  SeasioQ.  I  thought  it  better  to  answer  bim  hy  return  of  port.  To 
h&ve  Utntered  him  on  party  ttai  would  huve  b«en  degndiog.  To  tMT«  held 
out  vague  hopes  would  hitve  been  repreaeated  to  him  *s  unfair.  I  deter- 
mined therefore  to  give  him  *  civil  but  flat  refuaaL" 
Peel  replied,  in  remarkably  stronj?  terms  foi-  him  : — 

"  I  am  very  gUd  that  Ur.  Disiaeli  has  asked  for  an  office  for  hia  brother. 
It  ia  a  good  thing  when  euch  a  man  puts  hia  ahabbineas  on  record.  He  aaked 
me  for  office  himaaU,  and  t  was  not  surpriaad  that  baing  refused  he  bocame 
independent  and  a  patriot  But  to  ask  favoura  after  bis  conduct  last  Sooaion 
is  too  bad.     However,  icis  a  bridle  in  hia  mouth." 

The  whole  incident  should  give  pause  to  those  who  are  accnstomed  to 
hold  up  Lord  Beaoonafield  as  a  model  for  imitation. 


We  are  often  asked  for  details  with  regwd 

CcsTOHS  AND         to '  reuuasioDS  and  additions  in  indirect  t«xa- 

ExciBE.  tion — in  customs  and  excise.     We  give  b«low 

particularR  for  the   last  twenty   <reara    taken 

from  the  Statistical  Abstract : — 


B.— ApBtnom. 


11.000 

ia,(o) 

BffX) 
186,000 
608,000 
6S.O00 


I    wid  breven'  llwDcn      j 
Beeriluty  to  fum«n 
ChspTniiuAct  mmllBed 

ya. 

Rkllmr  Duty  iltarad 
f  Uoencei     foe       hukne;  I 
I,  "T^      :■      ,-_    1 

Unaiios  for  printe  br^wert 

I  Wine      Ddtica     wljiuleri , 

£110.000,     lloHiOH     to 

•     print*  brann  £1G,000  | 

TobMoo  ilDty 


Bmt  mUI  tpirlt*  mlBaed  6d. 


j  Bear  duly   mrt  bnwe 
t     uid  publlmu'  Uc«n  o 

Llocnoa 

CoSm  mlituna 


0,008.000 
3.000 
8,000 


1SST« 

Addl.  on  bottled  wln«.      .. 

18»49 

/Addl.  on  bottled  and  t 
\    (purkliDgwiKM    ..         ( 

ISSMO 

i  Beer  duty,  kltmvtloa  ot  t 
1     grertly        ..        -         t 

istim 

] 

ia9i« 

y. 

BTbHTel.  Spirit  duty 


Ooooa  batter  .. 


Net  remission,  X256,000. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  ia    1898-99  the  duty  on   tobacco 
reduced  by  an  annual  amount  of  £1,120,000. 
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Lord  George  Hamilton  hu  done  the  Liberal 

Lord  Geobob         Publication  Department  the  honour  of  attack- 

Hahilton  and       iog  one  of  its  leaflets  circulated  in  the  course 

THi  L.P.D.  of  the  Rothetham   election  (No.  1772).    The 

leaflet  is  called  "What  is  ToryismI"  and  the 

passage  complained  of  is  as  follows  : — 

"Now  we  have  Lord  Geoi^a  Hamiltoa— the  Indian  Secretary,  uid  a 
member  of  the  present  Tory  Cabinet — explaining  the  principle  (or  rather  want 
of  principle)  on  which  he  and  his  colleagues  act  in  governing  the  country  :— 

'  It  is  to  saf^oard  and  protect  the  interests  of  our  Jritnda,  not  only 
while  wa  are  in  office,  but  even  in  the  contingency  of  our  being  out,  that  we 
have  acted  throughout.' 

Woe  there  erer  a  more  shameleBB  avowal  1 

The  object  of  this  Government  is  not  to  hold  the  balance  fair  between  all 
sectioDB  of  the  couimunity,  not  to  govern  ua  all  well  and  wisely,  but  merely 
ti>  take  care  of  their  friend*  whilst  they  are  in  office,  and  to  ensure  them 
against  risk  when  they  are  out  of  office. 

This  explains  the  Rating  Act  of  1896  and  the  Education  Acts  of  1897. 

Isn't  it  time  that  these  present  Miniaters  should  make  way  for  others, 
who  ikill  try  to  govern  you  dm  »otne  more  honal  plan  t " 
This  leaflet  was  sent  to  Lord  George  Hamilton,  who  sent  the  follow 
ingmply:— 

"India  Office,  February  Uth,  1899. 

"DbaxSir,— lam  obliged  to  you  for  your  letter.  I  have  found  the 
speech  trom  which  the  extract  characterieed  as  '  a  shamelass  avowal '  istakso. 
Too  can  make  what  use  of  it  you  like.  Obviously  enough,  it  was  an  answer 
to  a  charge  of  sacriflcing  Conservative  principles  to  catch  Radical  votes. 

'  *  A  more  shameleas  and  wilful  perveraion  of  the  motivea  and  objecta  of 
a  poUtioal  opponent  has  seldom  come  under  my  notice  than  that  oontained 
in  Hr.  Hollaad's  leaflet— Believe  roe,  yours  truly, 

"GiOBOB  Hahiltok." 
Lord  George  Hamilton's  speech,  as  sent  to  his  corresponaent,  was  given 
in/uU  in  th&  Liberal  Maoazine  for  December,  1897  (pt^^  I^lfi)-  It 
entirely  justifies  the  comment  in  the  leaflet,  which  did  not  impute 
personal  dishonesty  to  Lord  George  Hamilton  but  asserted  just  what 
he  asserted — that  Toryism  took  care  of  iu  friends.  The  speech  was  in 
1897,  and  the  particular  instance  taken  by  Lord  George  Hamilton 
was  Irish  Local  Government.  Exactly — and  in  1898  the  Ministry  of 
which  he  is  a  member  "safeguarded  and  protected  "  the  interests  of 
their  "friends"  by  giving  the  Irish  landowners  £300,000  a  year  in 
perpetoity.  Lord  George  Hamilton  may  be  annoyed  that  he  made 
such  a  foolish  admission  in  November,  1897,  but  the  leaflet  of  which 
he  complains  doee  him  no  sort  of  injustice — except  to  tjnote  his  words. 


We  are  glad   that  Mr.     Labouchere    took 

Tbb  St.  Jambs  End   occasion  on  February  27th  to  draw  attention 

(NoBTBAMPTOH)      in  Uie  House  of  Commons  to  the  case  of  the 

School.  St.     Jamee    End   School,    Northampton.     St. 

James  Ead  is  a  suburb  of  Northampton,  with 

a  population  of  6,000.     It  is  attached  to  a  school  district,  in  which 

there  are  also  two  agricultural  villages,  so  that  although  the  majority 
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of  ihhabitantB  of  St.  Jam«s  End  docira  a  board  school,  they  are  oat- 
voted  bj  the  other  two  villages.  Id  the  resaJt  the  only  school  in  St. 
James  Ead  is  a  Church  of  Eagland  school,  with  regard  to  which,  out 
of  a  total  annual  expenditure  in  maiatenanceof  over  Xl,600,  the  annual 
snhBcriptions  amount  to  leas  than  £40 !  Some  weeks  ago  a  little  girl 
came  to  school  wearing  a  medal  bearing  the  inscription  ' '  We  want  a 
Board  School,"  and  sewn  on  to  her  pinaiore  by  her  mother ;  on  refus- 
ing to  take  it  off  she  was  caned.  This  naturally  led  to  difficnltieB, 
with  the  result  that  SOO  children  wearing  simitar  medals  were 
sent  by  their  parents.  These  are  now  excluded  by  the  School 
Managers,  and  it  was  against  this  piece  of  arbitrary  action — backed 
(of  course)  by  the  Education  Department  ^that  Mr.  Labouchere'a 
motion  was  intended  as  a  protest. 


Mr.    Chamberlain   is   too   busy    to    both^ 

Old-Aok  Pensions,    witli  Old-Age  Pensions.    That   is  his  latest 

pronouncement  on  the  subject.     At  a  recent 

ineeting  of  the  State  Old- Age  Pension  League,  the  following  letter  was 

read: — 

"Highbury,  Moor-Kreen,  Birmingham,  FabcuatrSrd. 
"  Dbab  Sir, — I  am  directed  by  Mr.  Chnmberlain  to  acknowleelge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  2nd  inst.  with  thanks,  and  to  say  that  ha  haa 
always  stated  that  he  believed  a  uuiversal  aohame,  by  which  he  understands 
•the  grant  of  a  pension  without  conditions  to  everybody  who  attains  the 
stipulated  age,  would  be  impossible  and  probably  mischievous.  Aa  tegarda 
a  partial  scheme,  ha  could  not  offer  any  opinion  without  seeing  the  proposal 
in  print  with  all  the  details,  and  he  is  so  muoh  occupiud  at  the  present  time 
with  the  work  of  his  own  ollice  that  he  is  unable  to  daal  with  this  matter  or 
to  do  more  than  acknowledge  the  innumerable  communicstions  which  he 
receives  about  it. — Yours  obediently,  "J.  Wilsok." 

The  best  comment  on  this  is  contained  in  an  admirable  picture  by  Mr. 
Linley  Samboiirne  in  Punch,  for  February  15th.  It  is  called  "  Not  at 
Home,"  and  it  represents  a  poor  old  man  being  driven  away  down  the 
steps  of  a  Qovernment  office.  He  had  brought  a  petition  asking  for 
his  Old-Age  Pension.  This  is  in  the  hands  of  the  flunkey  (Itfr.  Jesse 
Ceilings)  who  has  driven  him  away,  whilst  Mr.  Chamberlain  is  furtively 
looking  through  the  window  to  make  sure  that  so  troublesome  a  visitor 
haa  been  safely  got  lid  (rf. 

We  have  already  drawn  attention  to  the 

That  Blbsbbd         way  in  which  the  agricultural  interest  is  being 

Word  diverted   oa  to   Adulteration  rather  than   to 

"  Adulteration."    AgricuHwral  Holdings — an  adroit  move  on  the 

part  of  the  landowners,  but  one  on  which  the 

farmers  (if  they  are  wide  awake)  ought  to  keep  their  eyes.    The 

National  Agricultural  Union  met  on  February  14th.      There  were 

plenty  of  speakers  to  insist  that  the  farmer  must  be  proteoted  against 

the  londtonj.     For  iaata^ice  :  — 

"  A  great  improvmnent  would  be  effected  if,  under  the  Agrieultursl 
HaWogs  Act,  tenania  were  better  protected  and  freed  from  the  restiainbi 
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imder  which  the^  now  Ikboared  with  regard  to  t^reeroenta  and  to  fftmiing. 
n«  tcoiMit  had  DO  security,  even  if  he  wished  to  \mj  out  monej  in  the  iin- 
pcovement  of  his  tftru),  >nd  espital  traa  shy,  under  the  cironnut&noaa,  to  help 
Um  fsrm«r." 
The  next  speaker  said  :-~ 

"  An  they  could  do  was  to  get  a  fair  Holdings  Act ;  the  present  stipul*- 
tions  were  many  of  them  ruinous.  Land  ought  not  to  be  sitddted  with  the 
old-fsshioned  testrictiunB." 

Bat  the  chainnan,  Lord  Templeton,  in  Bumminf;  up  the  discussion,  flew 
to  that  blessed  word — adalteratioa.  A  uieasnre  to  prevent  adultera- 
tion is,  no  doubt,  wanted  ;  but  it  is  ladicrous  to  pretend  that,  so  far  as 
agrioolture  ia  concerned,  it  is  more  necessary  than  an  Agricultural 
Holdings  Bill. 

The  annual  nieetine  of  the  I>urhain  County 

A  Rkmarkablk      and  North  Riding   Liberal  Unionist  Assooia- 

MsmKo.  tion — held  at   Gateshead  on    February  22Dd 

— was  indeed    a    remarkable   meeting;,  for  it 

developed  into  a  kind  of  branch  of  the  Liberation  Society.     The  Earl 

of  Durham  was  in  the  chair,  and  insisted  that  the  Liberal  Unionists 

■honld  not  "  blend  "  themselves  with  Tories  : — 

"Tb«j  had  succeeded  very  well,  so  far.  and  thej  could  ooi^ntulate 
themselves  and  the  Conservative  party  upon  the  cordial  manner  in  which 
they  bad  worked  together.  But  ne  thought  it  was  essential,  at  the  present 
time,  that  they  should  maintain  their  separate  oigsniiation  and  remain  an 
independent  and  intact  part;  organisation." 
Lord  Durham  proceeded  to  explMn  why  ; — 

**  He  did  not  believe  that  the  Liberal  party  would  wantonlv  or  unnecea- 
aarily  make  Diaeatafaliahiaent  a  plank  in  their  platform.  If  M«v  did  to,  he 
HNU  afraid  it  vx/idd  bt  btcavie  they  iMre  compelitd  to  do  lo  by  mittide  prtMurt ; 
tmd  If  tueh  be  the  eate,  ht  might  tell  them  hone$Uy  that  a  great  tnony  other 
Vni«ni*tt,betideMhimtelf,wintld  aipport  the  Liberal  party  upon  that  queition," 
The  note  sounded  by  Lord  Durham  was  atrudc  by  several  of  the  sab- 
saqooit  speakers.    Mr.  Alderman  Richardson,  of  Newcastle,  said : — 

"  Refening  to  what  the  president  had  said  on  the  Church  question,  he 
remarked  that  there  mi^ht  be  serious  crises  loomiii{[  ahead,  and  he  waa 
not  disposed  to  sink  his  individuality  in  the  Conservative  party  should  such 
ariae." 
Hr.  Alderman  Lucas,  of  Gateshead,  said  ; — 

"A  Domberof  gentlemen  in  the  room  agreed  with  the  utterances  of  thepread- 
denL  They  could  not  tell  what  might  happen  in  the  distant  future,  and  there- 
for* thcf  must  preserve  their  independenoe.  They  had  destroyed,  toagreat 
■xtent,  the  power  and  influence  at  Home  Rule  in  the  country.  For  the 
present  that  was  dead.  And,  having  destroyed  Home  Rule,  they  were  not 
goin^  to  allow  in  this  country  a  system  of  priesthood  that  was  always 
..Ti.i.in.1  to  the  liberty  of  the  people.  He  had  no  objeotion  whatever  to  Oie 
people  of  Uiia  country  practising  any  form  of  religion  they  like  provided 
tkey  paid  for  it  themselves." 
The  Hon.  F.  W.  Lambton  said  :— 

"  He  agreed  with  almost  all  the  chairroaD  had  said  about  the  crisis  in  the 
Churdi.     He  felt,  with  the  majority  of  people,  that,  if  tb«n  vras  to  be  an 
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English  Churah  knd  an  EstAblished  Church,  th&t  Chvrch  onf[ht  to  obey  the 
laws  of  the  l&nd.  If  tho  Bishops  did  not  enforce  diaoiplme,  it  was  the  duty 
of  Parliament  to  bsb  that  those  Un  uid  that  discipline  were  oarried  out. 
He  hoped  that  the  Bishops,  baring  hod  a  warning,  would  get  rid  of  those 
ezorescenises  in  the  ChuToh.  The  Bishops  had  failed  in  their  duty  once  or 
twice,  but  surely  the  third  time  theywould  do  their  duty.  If  they  did  not, 
they  could  say  with  King  Arthur,  'We  will  arise  and  ^y  you  with  our  own 
hands.'" 

These  speeches  are  certainly  significant  of  the  trend  of  public  opinion 
and  feeling. 


The  Queen's  Speech  always  provides  Lord 

Lord  Salisbury       Salisbury  with  an  opportunity,  of  which  he  is 

AND  THE  Soudan,      compelled    to    avail  himself,    of    speaking  on 

foreign  affiiirs ;    but  his  speech  this  year  (on 

February  7th)  was  on  the  whole  perfunctory.     The   most  important 

part,  perhaps,  was  his   reference  to  the   Soudan,  about  which    be 

said : — 

"  We  bold  the  dominions  of  the  Khalifa  by  two  titles.  We  hold  them 
undoubtedly  as  having  formed  part  of  the  possessions  of  I^typt,  of  which  we 
are  now  in  occupation,  but  we  also  hold  them  by  a  much  laHs  complicated, 
much  older,  much  better- understood  title — the  title  of  conquerors.  They 
were  conquered  hy  the  British  and  Egyptian  forces,  and  I  was  careful  in  the 
first  communication  I  made  to  the  French  Qoveminent  to  place  our  title 
upon  the  basis  of  conquest,  because  I  believed  it  to  be  the  most  useful,  the 
most  simple,  and  the  most  salutary  of  the  two.  But  I  earnestly  repudiate 
the  inference,  if  anybody  be  inclined  to  draw  it,  that  we  intended  to  dispute 
the  title  or  to  commit  any  injustice  towards  our  ally  the  Khedive.  We  nave 
fully  recognised  his  position,  llien  the  noble  lord  asks  whether  we  reoognise 
the  position  of  any  other  Power.  I  reply  to  him  that  we  rely  upon  the  IjtJe 
of  conquest.  Whether  the  Soudan  was  a  portion  of  the  Ottoman  dominions 
at  any  time  I  have  great  doubts  ;  at  least  a  very  smnll  portion  of  it  was.  But 
whether  this  was  so  or  not  it  had  been  conquered  by  the  Khalib^  and  ii  had 
been  occupied  for  thirteen  years.  It  was  not  until  we  intervened  that  that 
conquest  was  attained.  But  that  the  result  of  the  action  of  the  Egyptian 
and  the  British  Army  should  be  simply  to  revive  the  claims  and  titles  which 
events  had  swept  away  on  behalf  of  Uiose  who  took  no  part  in  our  action  is 
tt  claim  which,  I  think,  cannot  be  sustained  by  historical  precedent  or  by 
international  kw.     We  hold  it  by  conquest." 

The  muddle  involved  in  this  was  very  clearly  pointed  out  on 
February  8tli  by  the  M^anehetter  Guardian  : — 

"He    spoke  of  he 
a  child  in  the  ways  o 

claim  by  conquest  derives  its  own  validity  from  the  fact,  implied  in  t&e 
very  making  of  the  claim,  that  the  conquered  ruler  has  had  a  aonnd  title, 
because  if  his  title  is  not  sound  in  itself  it  cannot  be  made  sound  by 
being  taken  from  him  and  used  by  his  conqueror.  To  say  that  we 
acquired  any  title  to  Fashoda  by  conquering  the  Khalifa  is  to  saj  that 
before  we  conquered  him  he  was  ite  lawful  ruler.  Lord  Salisbury,  indeed, 
went  on  to  say  this  very  vehemently  when  he  scouted  the  notion  that 
Ottoman  auserainty  over  the  EhaUfa's  sphere  of    influence  survived  its 
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Bobjaetdon  to  the  KhAlif*.  Aad  jret,  bj  •ain«  mrange  ilip,  he  let  fall 
thoM  words  ftbout  'two  titles,'  as  if  sn  EKyptiui  title  of  some  kind  did 
soiriTe  l^jrpt's  dispoBsession  far  the  Hahdi,  though  the  Tiu-kiah  title  did 
not  miriTe'it." 

The  only  port  of  this  with  which  we  do  nob  entirely  agreu  is  that  Lord 
Salisbury's  mistake  was  doe  to  some  "  atrsuKe  slip."  There  is  nothing 
"  strange  "  about  it ;  it  is  of  a  piece  with  all  his  diplomacy. 


Mr.  Ritchie  (ia  reply  to  qnestions  put  to 

The  Habaoabcab     him  in  the  House  of  Commons  by  Mr.  Kearley) 

"  Qbacktdl  had  given  *some    interestinf;    and    signiGcant 

CoMCKBBiON."  flguree  with  reference  to  the  effect  of  French 

action  on   our  Madagascar  trade.      The  first 

relate  to  the  values  of  British  exports  to    Madagascar  for  the  periods 

indicated : — 

in  Quarter.      2nd.  3rd.  4th.  Total. 

£  £  £  £  £ 

1897 34,105  ...  74,617  ...  34,770  ...  15,118  ...  158,610 

1898 9,681...    7,773  ...  10,987  ...    6,152...    34,593 

The  second  refer  to  cotton  only : — 

Yards  of  cotton  piece  goods  of  British        1897.  1898. 

manufactnre  exported        11,973,600     521,600 

Value       X108,080     £4,859 

"  And   there   the  matter  reete,"  as  Mr.  Balfour  plaintively  said   in 
February,  1698. 


The  Hon.  C.  H.  Strutt  is  the  Tory  Member 
ComciEHCK  MoNKT.  of  East  Essex,  and  takes  sach  a  keen  interest 
in  his  constituents  that  he  is  very  anxious  that 
without  delay  they  should  be  provided  with  Old  Age  Pensions.  His 
TOggestion  is  that  the  relief  should  be  limited  in  the  first  place  (1)  to 
labourers  over  seventy  years  of  age  living  in  hired  cottages,  and  liable 
themselves  for  the  rent ;  and  (2)  to  labourers  not  in  full  work  (if  funds 
permit).  He  adds  in  a  letter  that  there  would  have  to  be  a  com- 
mittee to  appeal  for  aubecriptions  and  donations,  and  offers  £100  with 
which  to  start  the  ball  rolling.     But  this  is  not  alt : — 

"I  will  go  further.  The  relief  that  I  gat  from  the  Bating  Bill,  ever 
nnoa  it  was  insinuated  that  I  supported  that  Bill  for  ray  own  ^am,  bums  a 
hole  in  mj  pocket.  I  shall  be  kIm  to  be  rid  of  it,  and  f  pionuae  to  hand  it 
over  jrearl;  to  your  committee. 

Does  this  not  justify  all  that  Liberals  have  ever  said  about  the 
monstroas  nature  of  the  agricultural  "dole,"  provided  by  the  Bating 
Act  1  The  money  bums  a  hole  in  Mr.  Strutt's  pocket,  and  he  eases 
his  conscience  by  paying  up.  But  the  vast  bulk  of  the  dole  getters 
pocket  the  money,  and  make  no  bones  about  the  matter. 
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Tbera  httd  been  ngly  mmoara  as  to  wb»t 

Thc  H&bdi'b        had  been  done  at  Omdurmaa  to  the  Mabdi's 

BoDT.  body,   but  the  first  official,  definite  piece  trf 

information  was  contAined  in  Mr.  Brodrick'a 

answer  in  tlie  House  of  Commons  on  Febmarj  20th,  to  Hr.  C  P. 

Soott:— 

*'  I  understand  that  the  body  of  the  Hahdi  wu  taken  from  its  grare  and 
thrown  into  the  Nile.  It  was  held  by  the  Sirdar  that  the  superstitioua 
teverence  which  attached  to  the  Mahdi'e  memory  might  cause  a  recrudescence 
of  troubles  in  the  Soudan,  which,  in  view  of  the  history  of  the  past  sixteen 
years,  it  was  naceasary  to  take  eioeptional  measures  to  avoid." 
If  we  had  intended  not  to  stay  at  Omdurman  there  might  be  some- 
thing in  this  ;  but  as  it  is,  to  throw  the  dead  body  of  the  lUbhdi  into 
the  2file  was  a  stupid  and  senseless  piece  of  barbarism.  As  the 
Standard  said  next  day : — 

"  The  statoment  made  by  Mr.  Brodriok  at  Question  time  regarding  the 
exhumatiou  of  the  Mabdi's  body  will  create  an  extremely  painful  impreosian 
among  those  who  are  jealous  for  the  honour  of  British  arras.  We  should,  in 
truth,  regret  if  public  sentiment  did  not  express  its  strong  disapproval  of  a 
ooone  so  inconsistent  with  our  best  traditjons.     .     .     .     The  end  does  not 

C)tify  the  means.  It  would  hsve  been  bettor,  and  in  the  long  run  wiser,  to 
re  proved  to  the  people  that  we  were  strong  enough  to  refrain  from  rindio- 
tire  measures — alien  to  the  spirit  of  our  civiluation — and  to  trust  to  time  to 
conrince  them  that  magnanimity  was  not  a  token  of  weakness." 
We  are  quite  certain  that  this  only  expresses  the  general  feeling  in  this 
oooatry. 


BILLS  OF  THE  SESSION. 

(An  Aaleritk  ittdieatei  that  th»  BUI  it  a  Government  Meanure,) 

*LotrDOK  OoTBRimiHT. 
A  BiU  to  make  bettor  provision  for  Loc^  Oovernment  in  London. 
Frmuired  and  brought  in  by  Mr.  Balfour,  Mr.  Ohaplin,  Sir  Kichard 
'Webster,  and  Sir  R.  B.  Finlay,  and  read  a  first  time  on  Febmar; 
23pd. 

This  is  the  long  promised  Bill  to  deal  with  London  MunicipaliUes. 
Areat. 

(1)  The  City  is  left  untouched. 

(2)  Sixteen  Municipalities  will  be  created  : — 

(a)   YMtri«»  will  be  replaced  by  Municipal  Corporations  in 
Batterseo.  HaropstewL  Lewisham. 

Camberwell.  Islington.  Faddington. 

Chelsea.  Kensington.  St.  Marylebone. 

Fulham.  Idmbedt.  St.  Panoras. 

Hammersmith. 

(£)  Diairiet  Board*  will  be  replaced  by  municipal  corpora- 
tions in  Poplar  and  Wandsworth. 
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(e)  A  "  Larger  Westminster "   mnnicipality  will  be  created, 
replacing 
Fe$triea  in    St.  Marearet's  and  St.  John's,  .    n-  .  -  j 

St.  George  e,  Hanover-square,  ^      ^^^  ^^  ^j^ 

St.  James  s,  at^^„A 

St.  Martin's-in-the-Pields.  Strana. 

(3)  The  rest  of  London — at  present  managed  by  Testries — will  be 
mapped  out  by  a  Boundary  Commission  into  municipalities,  baring 
either  (a)  a  rateable  value  of  iC500,000  or  (6)  a  population  between 
100,000  and  400,000. 

Constitution  of  lite  Borough  Councils. 
E^h  is  to  consist  of  a  mayor,  alderman,  and  councillors.  The 
maximum  number  of  members  of  each  body  is  to  be  72.  The  coon- 
cillora  are  to  hold  office  for  three  years,  a  third  retiring  annually.  The 
franchise  is  to  be  what  it  is  at  present  for  parochial  elections— which 
is  ntach  wider  than  the  franchise  upon  which  town  councils  are  elected. 
Lodgers  and  service  franchise  electors,  for  instance,  can  vote. 

Power*  of  the  Borough  CouneiU. 
The  Borough  Councils  will  have  the  following  powers  : — 
(1)  All  the  powers  at  present  exercised  by  the  Vestries  and  District 

(2)  Some  minor  powers  which,  as  a  fact,  the  L.C.O.  has  ^reed 
ought  to  be  handed  over  to  the  Vestries. 

(3)  The  right  of  promoting  and  opposing  Bills  in  Parliament. 

(4)  Powers  under  certain  Adoptive  Acts — 

(a)  Baths  and  wash-houses. 

(6)  Libraries. 

(c)  Burial  Boards. 

(5)  Certain  powers  with  regard  to  the  Buildings  Acts. 

(6)  Any  power  which  the  L.C.C.  may  agree  in  future  to  delegate 
to  the  Councils. 

I7«  Delegation  of  Pomtra. 
With  reference  to  this  last  the  procedure  is  this : — 

(1)  If  theL.C.C.  agree  with  any  borough  council  for  the  transfer 
of  any  power  capable  of  being  exercised  by  the  L.C.C.  within  the 
boroogb,  the  Local  tiovemment  Board  may  make  a  provisional  order 
(or  carrying  the  transfer  into  effect. 

(2)  Where  any  transfer  has  been  so  made,  the  Local  Qovemment 
Board  may,  on  the  application  of  any  other  borough  council,  make  a 
Provisional  Order  for  the  like  transfer  to  that  council.  Here  it  will 
be  noticed  the  L.C.C.  has  not  to  be  consulted. 

(3)  Where  any  transfer  has  been  so  made  to  a  majority  of  the 
borough  councils,  the  Local  Government  Board  may,  on  the  ajiplica- 
(ion  of  the  London  County  Council,  make  a  Frovisional  Order  for  the 
like  transfer  to  all  the  remaining  borongh  councils. 
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It  will  be  noticed  that  once  the  L.C,C.  parba  with  any  power  to 
any  one  council  it  is  powerleBs  to  prevent  future  delegationa  of  tiiat 
power. 

Levy  of  Rates. 
All  the  rates  collected  in  a  metropolitan  borough  are  to  be  levied 
on  one  demand  note,  and  the  demand  note  must  state :  -^ 

(a)  the  rateable  value  of  the  premises  in  respect  of  which  the  rate 

is  levied ; 
(h)  the  rate  in  the  pound  ; 
(e)  the  period  for  which  the  rate  is  made ; 

[d)  the  several  purposes  for  which  the  rate  is  levied ;  and 

(e)  the  approximate  amount  in  the  pound  required  for  each  pur- 

pose (including,  as  fur  as  is  practicable,  the  proportionate 
amount  of  the  estimated  costs  of  and  loss  in  collection). 

*MoHBT  Lemdimo. 

A  Bill  intituled  an  Act  to  amend  the  Law  with  respect  to  persons 
carrying  on  business  as  Money-lenders,  introduced  in  the  House  of 
Lords  by  Lord  James  and  read  a  first  tinie  on  February  20th. 

"  Money-lender  "  ia  defined  to  include  every  person  who  carries  on 
the  business  of  money  lending,  or  advertises  or  announces  himself  or 
holds  himself  out  in  any  way  as  carrying  on  that  business,  bat  is  not  to 
include  any  pawnbroker  or  banker  or  other  person  tsarrying  on  a  com- 
mercial or  general  financial  business  in  the  course  or  for  the  purpose 
of  which  he  may  lend  money. 

Every  money-lender  is  to 

(1)  Register  himself  as  a  money-lender  at  an  office  fixed  by  the 
(Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue  under  his  own  name,  and  with  the 
address  or  addresses  at  which  he  carries  on  bis  business  ; 

(2)  Carry  on  the  money-lending  business  in  his  own  name,  and  in 
no  other  name  and  under  no  other  description,  and  at  his  registered 
address  and  at  no  other  address  ; 

(c)  Take  a  security  for  money  in  his  own  name  only  ;  and 

(d)  Where  a  security  given  by  the  borrower  ia  created  or  evidenced 
by  any  document,  furnish  to  the  borrower,  at  the  time  when  the 
security  is  given,  a  copy  of  that  document. 

Every  security  t^en  by  a  money-lender  is  to  state  on  its  face  that 
the  person  taking  the  security  is  a  registered  money-lender. 

If  a  money-lender  does  not  comply  with  the  foregoing  provisioiiB, 
every  contract  made  with  him  for  repayment  of  money  lent  by  him  or 
for  payment  of  interest  or  other  charges  in  respect  of  money  so  lent, 
and  any  secuiity  given  to  him  in  respect  of  money  so  lent,  is  to  be 
void,  but,  if  the  security  is  a  negotiable  instrument,  a  bond  fide  holder 
for  value  of  that  security  is  to  have  the  same  rights  against  the  money- 
lender as  the  money-lender  would,  but  for  this  section,  have  against 
the  debtor. 

Where  proceedings  are  taken  in  any  court  for  the  recovery  of 
money  lent  by  a  money-lender,  and  the  court  has  reason  to  believe  that 
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the  interest  charged  ia  respect  of  the  loan  exceeds  the  rate  of  10  per 
cent,  per  annum,  or  that  the  amounts  charged  for  expenses,  inquiries, 
fines,  bonus,  renewals,  or  any  other  charges,  are  excessive,  the  court  is 
to  be  able  to  re-open  the  transaction,  and  take  an  account  between  the 
money-lender  and  the  person  sued,  and,  notwithstanding  any  state- 
ment or  settlement  of  account,  or  any  contract  purporting  to  close 
previous  dealings  and  create  a  new  obligation,  can  re-open  any  account 
already  taken  l>etween  them,  and  relieve  the  person  sued  from  pay- 
ment of  any  sum  in  excess  of  the  sum  adjudged  by  the  court  to  be  fairly 
due  in  respect  of  principal  and  interest  and  of  such  charges  as  aforesaid 
as  the  court,  having  regard  to  the  risk  and  all  the  circumstances,  may 
adjudge  to  be  reasonable ;  and  if  any  such  excess  has  been  paid,  or 
allowed  in  account,  by  the  debtor,  can  order  the  creditor  to  repay  it ; 
and  can  set  aside,  either  wholly  or  in  part,  or  revise,  or  alter,  any 
security  given  in  respect  of  money  lent  by  the  money-lender. 

On  any  application  relating  to  the  admission  or  amount  of  a  proof 
by  a  money-lender  in  any  bankruptcy  proceedings,  the  court  may 
exercise  like  powers. 

If  any  money-lender,  or  any  manager,  agent,  or  clerk  of  a  money- 
lender, by  any  false  statement,  or  by  any  dishonest  concealment  of 
facts,  induces  or  attempts  to  induce  any  person  to  borrow  money  or  to 
agree  to  the  terms  on  which  money  is  or  is  to  be  borrowed,  he  is  to  be 
gnilty  of  a  misdemeanour,  and  liable  on  indictment  to  imprisonment, 
with  or  without  hard  labour,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  two  years,  or  to 
a  fine  not  exceeding  five  hundred  pounds,  or  to  both. 

*Mbtropolitaii  Watkb  Companies. 

A  Bill  to  enable  and  require  the  Metropolitan  Water  Companies  to 
supply  each  other  with  Water  in  cases  of  emergency,  prepared  aud 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Chaplin,  Mr.  Balfour,  Secretary  Sir  Matthew  White 
Bidley,  and  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  and  read  a  first  time  on  February 
20th,  1899. 

The  London  water  companies 

(a)  If  so  required  by  the  Local  Qovernment  Board,  are  to  submit 
schemes  for  works  enabling  the  companies  to  supply  each  other  with 
water,  and  to  construct  such  works  as  may  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board 
be  necessary  for  that  purpose  ;  and 

(b)  Whenever  in  the  opinion  of  the  Local  Government  Board  a 
case  of  emergency  has  arisen,  or  is  likely  to  arise,  are  to  supply,  at  a 
reasonable  cost,  and  to  such  extent  and  during  such  peritid  as  the 
Board  directa,  such  water  as  may  be  required  for  the  need  of  another 
metropolitan  water  company  and  may  be  available  after  satisfying  the 
requirements  of  the  dUtrict  of  the  supplying  company. 

For  the  construction  of  works  required  for  the  purposes  of  this 
Act  the  water  companies  may  exercise  without  their  district  the  same 
powers  as  they  may  exercise  within  their  district ;  the  cost  is  to  be 
borne  by  the  companies  in  proportion  to  their  respective  water  rentals. 

If  the  undertaking  of  any  of  the  metropolitan  water  companies  is 
purchased  within  seven  years  from  the  passing  of  the  Act,  otherwise 
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than  by  iigreement,  by  «jiy  public  body  or  trustees,  nothing  in  the  Act 
is  to  authorise  the  Company  to  bring  into  account  or  to  make  any 
claim  in  respect  of  any  advantages  conferred  on  tbem  by  or  resulting 
from  the  passing  of  this  Act. 

'Licensing  Exeuptioit  (Houses  of  Parliament). 

A  Bill  to  exempt  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  in  the  Houses  of 
Parliament  from  the  Licensing  and  Excise  Acts,  prepared  and  brought 
in  by  Lord  Stanley,  Mr.  Akera-Douglas,  and  Sir  R,  Webster,  and 
read  a  first  time  on  February  9tli. 

Nothing  in  the  Licensing  Acts,  1872  and  1874,  or  any  Acts 
amending  the  same,  or  in  any  enactment  relating  to  the  revenue  of 
excise,  is  to  affect  or  apply  to  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  in 
the  building  now  known  as  the  Palace  of  Westminster  for  consump- 
tion therein. 

This  is  to  cure  an  admitted  technical  defect  in  the  law. 

CoTTAOB  Homes. 

A  Bill  to  authorise  the  provision  of  Cottage  Homes  for  the  Aged 
Deserving  Poor,  prepared  and  brought  in  by  Mr.  Joseph  A.  Pease 
<L),  Mr.  John  Mutton  (C),  Mr.  Brigg  (L),  Mr.  Grant  Lawson  (C;, 
Sir  Powlett  Milbank  (C)  Mr.  Wilson  Todd  (C),  and  Mr.  Wyvill  (C). 
Read  a  first  time  on  February  10th,  and  a  second  on  February  22nd, 
when  it  was  referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 

The  intention  of  this  Bill  is  to  provide  the  necessitous  deserving 
aged  poor  with  suitable  accommodation  and  maintenance  by  means  of 
Cottage  Homes,  and  thus  to  spare  tbem  from  the  stigma  of 
pauperism. 

The  council  of  (a)  any  borough,  (6)  urban  district,  or  (e)  parish 
(with  the  consent  of  the  county  council)  is  to  be  able  to  provide  and 
maintain  cottages  (in  the  Act  referred  to  as  cottage  homes)  for  the 
use  of  the  necessitous  deserving  aged  poor  who  have  reached  the  age  of 
65.  Rural  parishes  may  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act  be  amalgamated 
by  an  order  of  the  county  council. 

Any  person  wishing  to  reside  in  a  cottage  home  may  apply  to  the 
overseer  of  the  parish  or  to  other  person  appointed  by  the  council. 
The  council  consider  the  application,  and  if  they  are  of  opinion  that 
the  applicant  is  at  least  65  and  necessitous,  and  has  lived  mi  indus- 
'  triouB  and  deserving  life,  and  that  there  is  room  in  the  home,  the  ap- 
plicant is  admitted  to  the  home.  When  there  is  no  parish  council,  the 
chairman  and  overseers  of  the  parish  elected  at  the  annual  parish  meet^ 
ing  are  to  determine  as  to  the  eligibihty  of  an  applicant  from  their 
parish. 

In  the  case  of  amalgamated  parishes  the  parish  councils,  with  the 
chairmen  of  the  pariah  meeting  of  parishes  without  parish  councils, 
are  to  form  a  council,  to  have  the  control  of  the  home  or  homes,  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  necessary  attendants,  and  the  selection  and  mainte- 


)  by  Google 


ManA,  18%]  THE  LIBKKU   HAOAZIKE.  107 

Dtuice  of  such  home  or  homes ;  and  the  county  council  are  by  their 
order  prescribed  the  amount  and  mode  of  contribution  by  the  constituent 
parishes.  The  homes  are  to  be  subject  to  county  coudcU  inspection 
and  approval. 

The  county  council  may  direct,  whenever  in  their  [opiaion  the 
number  of  deserving  applicants  for  odmiasioD  is  sufficient,  that  separate 
boniee  shall  be  provided  for  the  aged  men  and  aged  women,  or  such 
further  classification  as  they  may  think  tit. 

The  inmates  of  a  home  are,  so  far  as  possible,  to  be  treated  with 
regard  to  food  and  other  comforts  with  suitable  consideration,  but  if 
inmates  prove  by  bad  conduct  undeserving  or  unfit  for  a  home,  they 
may  be  discharged  by  order  of  the  council  in  charge  of  the  home. 

Any  aged  deserving  person  thongh  not  destitute  may  be  permitted 
l)y  the  council  in  charge  to  enter  a  home  subject  to  payment  of  the 
cost,  or  of  a  contributioa  towards  the  cost,  of  maintaining  such  person 
in  the  home. 

No  person  admitted  to  a  home  shall  be  considered  a  pauper  or  be 
subjected  to  any  sach  disabilities  as  persons  in  receipt  of  parochial 
relief. 

The  county  council  is  to  pay  to  the  t»)uncil  in  charge  of  a  home 
within  their  county  three-fourths  of  the  cost  of  maintaining  snch  home 
out  of  the  general  county  rate. 

Whilst  it  is  intended  that  the  Treasury  shall  pay  five  pounds  per 
aimnm  for  every  aged  person  in  a  cottage  home,  the  medical  officer 
of  a  union  is  to  continue  to  have  and  perform  the  same  duties  towards 
the  necessitous  poor  in  homes  as  towards  other  necessitous  poor  within 
his  district. 

This  Act  is  to  come  into  force  on  March  1st,  1900.  It  does  not 
extend  to  Scotland  or  Ireland,  or  to  the  administrative  county  of 
London. 

Educatio!!  of  Childrkk. 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  Law  respecting  the  Employment  and  Educa- 
tion of  Young  Children,  prepared  and  brought  in  by  Mr.  Robson  (L), 
Mr.  Kenyon  (C),  Mr.  Ernest  Gray  (C),  Mr.  John  Bums  (L),  Mr. 
Sydney  Buxton  (L),  Mr.  Yoxall  (L),  Mr.  Schwann  (L),  Mr.  Harwood 
(L),  Mr.  William  Jones  (L),  and  Sir  William  Houldsworth  (C),  read  a 
first  time  on  February  10th  and  a  second  time  on  March  1st. 

On  and  after  January  Ixt,  1899,  the  Elementary  Education 
(School  Attendance)  Act,  1893,  shall  have  effect  as  if  "12"  were 
substituted  therein  for  "  11."  Provided  that  nothing  in  the  Act  is  to 
apply  in  the  case  of  any  child  who  at  the  said  rate  is,  under  the  by- 
laws then  in  force  in  the  school  district  in  which  he  resides,  exempt, 
wholly  or  partially,  as  the  cose  may  be,  from  the  obhgation  to  attend 
school. 

This  raises  the  minimum  age  of  half-timers  from  II  to  12,  in  con- 
tinnation  of  Mr.  Acland's  Act  in  1693,  which  raised  it  from  10  to  11. 
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POINTS    FROM    SPEECHES. 


Ux.  Anudd-Fonrter,  M.P.  Bd&st,  Febnuir  3rd,  1809. 

"  It  was  nothin([  short  of  s  eaUniity  that  Mr.  Btilfour  faftd  taken 
the  line  he  had  in  regard  to  the  Irish  University  question.  Mr. 
Balfour's  etep  was  a  Tetrc^fTade  one,  and  would  have  to  be  fought 
tooth  and  nail.  The  proposal  to  establish  a  Presbjt«rian  Univer- 
aitj  in  the  North  of  Ireland  was  an  imniense  bribe  to  the 
Presbyteriim  Church,  and  he  asked  the  Queen's  College  authorities 
in  Belfast  to  be  very  cautious  in  the  matter." 

From  the  TlMBS,  Febrriaty  4th,  189». 
"  Oross-currenta "  do  not  seem    to    be  entirely  confined    to    the 

Liberal  party  1 


htai  Dnrluun.  Oatealiead,  Fsbmary  82nd,  1899- 

"There  was  a  gentleman  who  would  soon  be  back  in  England 
— Lord  Charles  Bftresford — a  gentleman  who  had  been  out  on  a 
mission  to  China.  He  thought  it  was  Mr.  Balfour  who  called  him 
a  distinguished  commercial  traveller.  It  was  quite  possible,  when 
Lord  Charles  comes  home,  that  he  might  raise  questions  and 
discussions  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  China  that  will  not 
be  altogether  satisfactory  to  the  Government  and  Lord  Salisbury. 
He  {Lord  Jhtrkam)  hoped  that  if  he  did,  he  would  not  have  a 
large  following.  He  had  very  great  respect  for  Lord  Charles 
Beresfotd  as  a  plucky  sailor,  but,  if  he  had  read  his  lettera 
aright,  he  had  only  discovered,  since  he  had  been  away,  just 
such  things  as  he  (Lord  Ihirliam)  and  his  hearers  could  have  dis- 
covered while  sitting  at  home  in  their  easy  chairs.  Many  of  his 
discoveries  were  mere  truisms.  He  alluded  to  them  because  he 
hoped  the  country  will  not  be  carried  away,  when  he  oomes 
back,  because  he  attached  perhaps  more  importance  to  these 
great  discoveries  of  liis  than  they  deserve." 

From  the  Newcastle  Daily  Lbassb,  Februar\/23r<t,  1899. 
This  is  rather  amusing.  But  Lord  Charles  has  an  easy  retort.  If  his 

discoveries  are  mere  "  truisms,"  why  should  tbey  be  embarrassing  to 

Lord  Salisbui'yl 


Sir  Edgar  Vincent.  Ezetar,  Febrniry  22Dd,  1899. 

"  They  in  Eseter  mi^ht  presently  be  faced  by  the  prospect  of  a 
by-election,  and  he  bebeved  they  would  return  the  candidate  who 
would  support  a  Government  Uiat  had  done  so  much  as  Lord 
Salisbury^  for  the  working  classes  in  the  past,  and  w«i-e  now 
dealing  with  old  age  pensions,  temperance  lexislation,  local  taxa- 
tion, and  other  questions  in  no  hasty  party  sp>irit,  but  by  means 
of  committees  and  commissions  of  men  of  tried  experience  and 
sound  judgment." 

From  Iht  Westirn  Daily  Hbrcury,  Ftiruary  23rd,  1899. 
The  most  determined  opponents,  of   this   Government  have  never 

accused  them  of  "  haste  "  in  redeeming  their  pledges. 
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Hr.  O.  Whitelar,  UP.  Stockport,  FelmuuT  Sth,  1899. 

"  Referring  to  the  Iriah  Local  Government  Act,  he  aaked  if 
KDj  aanguine  believer  thought  that  they  hul  thus  settled  the  Irish 
quoetioii }  Not  «  bit.  An  Irishman  was  never  happy  and  satisfied 
anleas  he  had  a  grieTsnce.  Like  the  poor,  the  Irish  would  always 
be  with  oa.  But  as  Pat  was  not  a  bad  fellow  at  heart,  they  would 
h«Te  to  make  the  beat  of  him.  The  grant  of  eounty  government 
ia  Ireland  had,  however,  been  a  costly  job  to  the  British  taxpayer. 
It  would  cost  about  threequarteia  of  a  million  per  year.  And  that 
amount  went  in  relieving  Irish  landlords  in  perpetuity  from  all 
contributions  to  local  rates  I  He  had  always  disliked  these 
aectiooal  gtsnta  to  one  particular  class  of  ratepayers,  and  he  felt 
that  that  grant  to  the  Irish  landlords  was  in  some  measure  a  breach 
of  faith.  They  should  be  just  before  they  were  generous.  At  the 
last  election  he  had  pledged  himself  to  support  a  scheme  for  grant- 
ing pensions  to  old  people  to  keep  them  out  of  the  workhouse. 
They  were  now  told  that  such  a  scheme  wsa  difficult  owing  to  its 
Gcet,  but  he  did  not  think  those  difhculties  were  so  great  but  that 
they  might  be  *  worked,'  so  to  put  it.  He  had  an  old-fashioned 
liking  to  redeem  pledges,  and  he  thought  that  the  first  moneys  that 
were  disposed  of  by  £e  Chanceltor  of  the  Exchequer  should  have 
gone  in  providing  a  nucleus  for  such  a  pension  fund  rather  than  in 
the  manner  in  which,  by  the  Irish  grants,  they  had  been  dissipated. 
Whilst  commending  the  brilliant  work  done  in  the  Soudan  and  the 
Government's  action  in  connection  with  the  Fashoda  incident,  Hr. 
Whiteley  urged  that  i^  many  respects  their  foreign  policy  fell  short 
of  what  he  Felt  should  be  the  case.    There  were  too  many  '  graceful 


J'riym  the  MANcHBrtBB  Ouabi>ia»,  fefrriiary  9th,  1699 
Mr.  Whitele;  has  often  protested  against  the  Govemnieut's  "doles ; '" 
and  his  last  indictment  could  hardly  bo  bettered.       It  is  true  and 
it  is  irresistible.  

lb.  Balfoor-  House  of  Commoiu,  Febnuur  7th,  1899> 

"  Not  long  ago,  let  ua  say  two  years  ago,  three  yeara  ago,  a  year 
ago,    these   competent   observers     .     .     .     were    universally    im- 

i  with   the  view  that  there  was  hardly  anything   to   which 

d  would  not  submit  rather  than  run  the  risk  of  a  great  war. 
There  was  scarcely  anything  short  of  a  direct  and  open 
afiont  which  we  would  not,  with  a  mure  or  less  good  grace,  submit 
to.     That  was  one  view.     It  prevailed,  as  I  say,  not  many  months 

From  the  Times,  Ftbrtiary  9th,  1899. 
Mr.  Balfour  went  on  to  say  that  this  ultra  pacific  feeling  was  not  due 
to  "  graceful  concessions "  but  to  Mr.  Gladstone's  foreign  policy  !  But 
Lord  Salisbury  was  Foreign  Minister  from  1886  to  1693,  and  that 
ought  to  have  been  long  enough  {we  should  have  thought)  to  have 
taught  the  "  competent  observers "  on  the  Continent  that  Great 
Britun  was  not  a  "  peace  at  any  price  "  Power.  Besides,  what  about 
Lord  Cnrzon's  boast  in  Octolwr,  1895,  of  the  "impression"  created 
abroad  by  the  new  Government  T  Up  to  a  few  months  ago  the 
"  impreasion  "  seems  to  have  been  a  most  unfortunate  one,  according  to- 
Mr.  Balfonr  himself. 
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Ur.  Reginald  Bankin.  Tomnay.  Febrnur  ISth,  1899: 

"As  to  education,  he  did  not  think  there  was  urgent  neoeesitf 
for  Kny  mora  legislation  on  that  subject.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
ample  provision  was  made  for  ioatruction  in  technical  subjects,  bat 
that  the  masses  of  the  people  never  took  the  tronble  to  take 
advantage  of  them.  They  niurt  hammer  away  at  the  people  them- 
selves to  take  advantage  of  the  benefits  already  offered.  Thirre  wot 
too  much  damoHT  for  edtKotum.  What  was,  however,  needed  was 
to  amalgamate  systems  so  as  to  prevent  overlapping,  and  to  do 
away  with  the  anomalies  of  the  present  systems — ^not  to  make  mure 
demands  on  the  ratepayar,  who  had  quite  enough  to  do  in  that 
direction  at  present.  Perhaps  secondary  education  was  to  a  certaiu 
extent  neglected  to  the  advantMe  of  more  technioal  and  advanced 
studies,  but  be  hoped  there  would  be  no  demands  on  the  pocketa 
of  the  taxpayers.  At  present  it  seemed  that  the  taxes  weigntMl  too 
heavily  on  the  landed  interests.  He  felt  that  some  legislation  was 
necessary,  so  that  personalty  should  bo  compelled  to  contribute  a 
fair  part  of  the  taxes." 

From  the  Westbbk  Daily  Mbrcory,  February  20th,  1899, 
No  wonder  the  Torquay  Liberal  Unionista  are  a  little  restive  at 

this  decidedly  Tory  caadidate. 


POINTS    FKOM    THE    PAPERS. 


Fi-om  the  Btandaid,  February  3i-rf,  1899. 

"...  The  line  token  by  Lord  Rosebery,  Mr,  As<iuith, 
Sir  Edward  Grey,  ond  Sir  Henry  Fowler  himself — though  it  did 
undoubtedly  prevent  (as  he  claims)  a  misconception  which  might 
have  ended  in  war  with  France— was  condemned  and  resented  by 
cerlAin  influential  Liberals.  They  saved  Europe  from  a  devastating 
war,  but  they  destroyed  fotXhe  time  being  the  fabric  of  party 

Could  anyttiin<;  more  condemnatory  of  Lord  Salisbury  be  imagined 
than  this!  Here  is  a.  case  in  which  all  the  theories  and  all  the  facts 
are  on  the  aide  of  Qreat  Britain,  yet,  without  the  assistance  of  Liberal 
leaders.  Lord  Salisbury  would  not  have  got  through  it  without  war ! 


From  the  Birmingham  Post.  February  2IKA,  1890. 

' '  It  will  be  with  a  distinct  air  of  weariness  that  the  House  of 
Commons  resumes  to-morrow  the  discussion  of  the  Address  ;  and 
those  who  dwell  upon  the  Olympian  heights  of  the  Treasury  Bench 
would  be  astonished— and,  perhaps,  a  little  hurt — if  they  could  hear 
the  comments  of  members  generally  upon  their  supineness  in 
allowing  so  great  a  waste  of  Parliamentnry  time.  Not  the  least 
surprised  at  this  hitherto  unexplained  and  altogether  unexpected 
complaisance  are  the  Opposition  leaders,  who  were  fully  prepared 
for  the  desultory  debate  to  have  been  brought  to  an  sna  on 
Friday."      .     ,     , 

L0NDO:<  COKBESFONIIBMCI. 

The  reason  of  this  is,  of  course,  that  the  Qoveniment  wanted  the 
Address  to  linger  on  so  as  to  preclude  any  discussion  on  the  preeeace 
-of  the  Bishops  in  the  House  of  Ijords. 
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r.  Carson,  <).C.,  H.P.  Uanchester,  Febmary  3rd,  1899. 

"  He  himself  did  not  like  criticiaing  the  Government ;  he  had 
HometimeB  felt  inclined  to  do  bo,  but  he  had  alwajB  tried  to  refrain. 
But  it  had  often  occurred  to  him  that  an  independent  critic,  if  auch 
a  person  could  be  found,  might  on  such  occasions  as  this  be  a  very 
nseful  individnal.  This  independent  critic  would  say  the  Unionista 
in  Ireland  had  a  hard  time  in  the  past  and  did  n  great  deal  to  put 
tbe  present  Government  in  office.  With  that  he  himself  could  lind 
no  fault.  Then  the  critic  would  say,  '  Are  you  entirely  satisfied 
with  what  the  Government  have  done  for  the  Unionists  in  Ireland 
since  they  came  into  office  1 '  That  would  be  a  question  that  would 
require  careful  con-tider&bion.  Asked  by  his  critic  if  be  were  satis- 
fied that  the  Land  Act  passed  in  the  first  year  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment's tenure  of  office  was  absolutel;  a  Conservative  measure,  he 
should  answer  that  he  did  not  know  that  it  was.  He  expected  his 
critic  would  then  siy  it  was  the  most  Radical  Land  Act  ever  passed. 
To  that  he  himself  would  reply  that  that  might  be  so.  but  surely  if 
a  Unionist  Government  with  a  majority  of  120  passed  it  it  must  be 
the  very  best  thing  that  could  happen  to  the  land  laws  of  Ireland. 
Asked  what  he  said  about  local  government  for  Ireland,  he  should 
say  it  was  the  policy  of  the  Unionist  Government  to  give  to  Ireland 
what  they  gave  to  England  and  Scotland,  and  as  a  general  rule  that 
was  a  good  policy.  He  waa  nut  sure  his  critic  would  not  then  say, 
'What  do  you  think  of  one  of  the  first  elections  under  that  Act 
retumine  as  mayor  of  an  important  town  one  of  those  sick  and 
demented  dynamitards  that  the  Conservative  party  thought  it 
necessary  to  release  1 '  That  was  an  unfortunate  fact,  hut  it  came 
from  this,  that  Englishmen,  even  the  great  Englishmen  who 
constituted  the  Government,  would  insist  upon  shutting  their  eyes 
to  the  differences  and  distinctions  in  a  country  where  every  man 
was  loyal  to  his  Sovereign  and  in  a  country  where  the  majority 
unfortunately  were  not  loyal.  Passing  from  Ireland  the  critic 
would  say,  '  Do  you  not  think  that  at  the  last  election,  tbe  sup- 
porters of  the  Unionist  cause  received  a  great  deal  of  assistance 
and  money  from  large  employers  of  labour  1'  To  that  the 
answer  would  be  yes.  Then  the  critic  would  say,  '  Are  you 
certain  that  employers  of  labour  are  entirely  satisfied 
with  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act  1 '  He  would  answer 
that  that  was  the  one  measure  of  which  her  Majesty's 
Government  were  absolutely  proud,  because  it  was  the  most 
disinterested  measure  that  could  possibly  have  been  passed  by  a 
Government  which  largely  owed  ita  origin,  and  to  a  Luge  extent 
obtained  its  support,  from  employers  of  labour.  Whether 
employers  of  labour  would  take  exactly  the  same  view  upon  the 
question  was  a  matter  which  would  probably  some  day  or  other  be 
more  easy  to  ascertain.  After  referring  to  the  Vaccination  Act, 
Hr.  Carson  said  he  could  assure  his  hearers  that  he  had  made  these 
observations  out  of  no  hostility  to  the  Government.  He  was  not  a 
politician  who  believed  that  a  party  gained  anything  by  yielding 
anything  to  their  enemies  at  the  sacrifice  of  their  friends.  Some 
of  the  measures  to  which  he  had  referred  might  turn  out  to  be 
good  measures,  but  he  confessed  if  they  were  to  be  passed  he 
should  have  preferred  that  th^  had  been  passed,  not  by  the  Con- 
oervative  party,  but  by  the  Liberal  party. 

From  the  Tnua,  February  Mh,  1899. 
A  very  amnaing  and  instructive  piece  of  satire. 
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Frmn  the  Times,  February  1th,  1S90. 

"  That  there  is  a  strong  anti-British  feeling  hera  {Port  ArOntr) 
I  am  confident,  and  am  also  certain  that  no  British  firm  could  pos- 
sibly hope  to  do  business  here  unless  an  influential  Russian  were 
angled  to  do  the  running  and  interviewing. 

"  Here  as  well  aa  in  die  South  oC  China — in  fact,  I  might  Bay 
universally— the  opinion  ia  held  that  Niu-chwang,  it  not  already 
under  Russian  influence,  will  soon  be  aa  much  a  Russian  port  as 
Talien-wan  or  this  place." 

From   "  ACOKKBSPONnSHT." 

This  does  not  look  well  for  the  practical  success  of  the  policy  of  the 
"Open  Door." 


From  the  Zideda  Hercnry,  Fdtnmry  24/A,  1S99. 

"  His  Honour  Judge  Waddy,  Q.C.,  hiul  before  him  yesterday, 
at  the  Shef&ald  CouiiMr-court,  three  cases  under  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  A.ct,  Tiie  cases  were  of  an  ezceediagly  slrapl« 
character,  and  were  chiefly  interesting  oa  showing  the  uncertainty 
that  still  reigns  with  regard  to  the  Act.  The  Judge,  in  the  course  of 
one  of  the  cases,  said  he  entertained  a  very  strona:  view  indeed  that 
the  Act  was  doing  damage  to  the  unfortunate  workmen  instead  of 
good.  He  asked  the  members  of  the  legal  profession  what  their 
experience  of  the  Act  was,  and  whether,  in  consequence  of  ite 
restrictions,  they  were  tumins  cases  away. 

"  Mr.  Muir  Wilson  replied  that  for  every  case  he  brought  into 
court  he  had  to  turn  ttro  away,  the  accidei)ts  having  happened  in  an 
employment  or  under  cii«umitances  to  which  the  Act  dm  not  apply. 
The  diftjculties  of  the  Act  were ; — First,  as  to  scaffolding  ;  secondly, 
as  to  the  height  of  buildings  ;  thirdly,  as  to  a  person  being  in  or 
about  a  factory :  and,  fourthly,  arising  out  of,  or  in  the  course  of, 
his  employment. 

"  His  Honour  said  the  new  Act  was  unfortunately  full  of 
exceptions." 

This  is  the  Act  paased  in  redemption  of  a  promise  to  compensate 
voi^men  for  all  accidents  without  the  chance  of  litigatioo. 


From  the  St.  JameB'B  OazettO,  February  ZJIh,  1890. 

"  Before  alluding  te  what,  in  our  opinion,  is  the  proper  way  of 
obtaining  a  substantial  portion  ot  the  money  required,  we  will 
notice  a  few  of  the  proposals  made  for  raising  additional  taxation. 
There  is,  firstly,  the  reatoration  of  the  £1,500,000  which  repre- 
sented the  reduction  last  year  on  the  tobacco  duty.  Sir  Klichael 
Hicks-Bench  seems  to  us  to  have  been  very  justly  censured  for 
having  taken  that  step  at  all.  It  was  considered  a  very  nice  thing, 
no  doubt,  in  his  own  constituency  of  Bristol,  where  the  tobacco 
interest  is  so  strong  ;  but  we  have  been  unable,  as  consumers,  to 
perceive  that  any  gain  has  resulted  to  the  community.  As  a  non- 
smoker,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  better  confess 
himself  mistaken  on  this  point,  and  plead  the  necessities  of  the 
revenue  for  restoring  the  tax  to  its  former  amount. " 
We  have  often  pointed  out  how  utterly  this  sum   was  wasted, 

far  as  the  consumer  is  concerned. 
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From  the  Binitingluun  Daily  Post,  February  92nd,  1899. 

"  Hr.  Balfour  can  hardly  be  congratulated  on  his  piloting 
of  th«  House  through  the  debate  on  the  Addreav  Man j  expected 
the  debat«  would  close  on  Thursday,  most  believed  it  vould  close  on 
Frid&f ,  and  nil  r^retted  il  did  not  close  on  Monday.  Last  night, 
«■  may  have  been  anticipated,  it  fizzled  out  like  a  damp  squib,  and  ; 
left  the  House  wondering  what  waa  to  happen  next.  Through  a 
curious  forgetfulness  of  what  he  had  said  on  Monday,  Mr.  Balfour 
moved,  early  in  the  evening,  that  Govemmsnt  business  should  have 
precedence  over  the  notices  of  motion,  and  that  if  the  proceedings 
on  the  Address  were  not  concluded  that  night  such  Government 
business  should  have  precedence  over  the  orders  of  the  day.  At 
once  he  was  reminded  by  Sir  H.  Fowler  that  he  had  already  pro- 
mised, in  effect  if  not  in  sett«rms,  that  Government  business  should 
not  be  taken  until  Thursday  ;  and  as  a  matter  of  course  Sir  Henry 
raised  a  protest  avaiaat  this  proposal  to  monopolise  the  time  on  the 
first  private  membeTs'  night  of  the  session.  Mr.  Balfour  promptly 
admitted  that  he  had  'entirely  forgotten'  the  promisesbout  Thurs- 
day, and  fully  recognised  that  it  would  be  '  in  the  highest  degree 
inexpedient  to  even  appear  to  go  bacL  upon  anything  he  had  pub- 
licly said,'  and  the  proposal  was  withdrawn  ;  but,  as  already  said, 
the  debate  ultimately  fell  through  from  sheer  inanition." 
It  oui^ht  to  be  added  that  the  Birminffham  Post  does  not  add  that 

Mr.  Chamberlain  would  mana;;(e  these  things  better.     We  wonder  if  it 

thought  so] 


From  the  Times,  February  16th,  1899. 

"  Mr.  HacNeill's  amendment  to  the  Address,  declaring  the 
position  of  a  director  of  a  public  company  to  be  incompatible  with 
the  position  of  a  Minister  of  the  Orawn,  was  rejected  yobtorday  by  a 
maji>rity  of  104.  No  one,  we  presume,  will  make  the  mistake  of 
supposing  that  this  division  represents  with  any  aocuracy  the 
bijance  of  opinion  in  the  House  of  Commons.  .  .  .  It  was 
made  abundantly  clear  in  the  course  of  the  debate  that  large  num- 
bers of  Unionist  members  are  in  sympathy  with  the  objects  aimed 
at  bv  the  amendment.  Had  the  issue  been  placed  before  them 
aim^iciter  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the  proposition  would 
have  been  affirmed  by  a  substantial  majority.  But,  as  actually  put 
before  the  House,  the  issue  waa  complicated  with  a  vote  of  confi- 
dence in  the  Government,  and  its  supporters  rightly  supported  it 
notwithstanding  their  dissent  from  its  attitude  upon  what,  after  all, 
is  a  somewhat  abstract  proposition.  This  must  be  thoroughly 
understood  upon  the  Treasury  bench  ;  hence  we  may  expect  that, 
in  deference  to  an  opinion  quiteas  etronglyheld  by  their  own  sup- 

Srters  as  by  the  Opposition,  and  quite  as  strongly  held  outside  the 
}use  of  Commons  as  within  its   walls.  Ministers  will,  as  quietly 
and    speedily  as   may    be,  regulate    their  conduct  in  the   sense 

It  remains  to  be  seen  whether,  as  a  fact,  the  25  Miniatera  will 
throw  ap  the  41  Directorships. 
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From  the  t^xmlWoilA,  February  Wth,  1899. 

"What  he  (3/r.  WalUr  Long)  has  done  is  showing  oonsiderable 
fruit.  Among  other  evidences  of  it  we  would  alao  point  to  tiie  fact 
that  he  haa  now  drawn  up  two  Bills  for  presentation  to  Parliament 
this  Sesnion.  We  can  scarcely  hope  that  both  of  them  wUl  gqt 
through,  but  Mr.  Ixing  w««  wise  in  getting  the  Cabinet's  consent 
to  their  being  placed  in  the  Queen's  Speech,  as  it  shows  he  intends 
to  meet  the  legitimate  requirementa  and  needs  of  the  farming  com- 
munity, all  in  good  time,  if  he  is  only  allowed  to  do  so.  One  of 
these  Bills  relates,  as  will  be  seen  in  our  Parliamentary  Intelli^jence, 
to  the  Adulteration  of  dairy  products,  etc.  ;  whilst  the  other  relates 
to  amending  the  Agricultural  Holdings  AcL  Under  these  circum- 
stances we  can  but  say  ^nin  that  we  congratulate  the  rural  popu- 
lation on  having  such  a  Giovernment  in  power,  and  one  whose  paet 
record  augurs  well  for  the  future." 

Was  there  ever  so  much  thankfulness  for  so  little  1  Of  course  what 
will  happen  is  that  if  either  Bill  gets  through  it  will  be  the  Adultera- 
tion Bill ;  the  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill  is  merely  put  in  for  show 
purposes.     But  of  the  two  it  is  infinit«ly  the  more  important. 


From  the  Bimtinghaffl  Dall7  Poet,  Febnlanj  leth,  1S99. 

' '  Mr.  Chamberlain  never  pledged  himself  to  a  policy  of  old-age 
pensions ;  he  certainly  never  pledged  himself  to  any  particular 
scheme  for  conferring  them  ;  and  it  is  doubly  certain  that  he  never 
lent  any  countenance  to  the  prepostepjus  notion  that  old-^^ 
pensions  wore  to  be  granted  by  the  State  to  ail  comers,  on  their 
reaching  some  stipulated  age.  Indeed,  it  is  only  ten  days  ago  that 
we  published  his  repeated  opinion  that  '  a  universal  scheme,  by 
which  he  understands  the  grant  of  a  pension  to  everybody  who 
attained  a  stipulated  age,  would  be  impossible  and  probably 
mischievous,'  if  it  were  possible.  What  Mr.  Chamberlain  did  was 
bo  direct  public  attention  to  the  problem  of  State-aiding  the  work- 
ing classes  to  provide  a  pension  scheme  by  which  they  could  secure, 
at  least,  a  modest  income  for  life,  after  contributing  to  a  fund  for  a 
limited  number  of  years.  By  way  of  illustration  he  drew  up  and 
published  a  provisional  scale  of  payments  and  benefits  ;  but  the 
judgment  of  those  chiefly  concerned  was  that  the  scheme  demanded 
too  much  and  offered  too  little,  and  consultation  with  the  friendly 
societies  showed  that  they  were,  fcr  doubtless  good  reasons,  not 
prepared  to  co-operate  to  the  extent  anticipated.  It  was,  however, 
open  to  all  and  sundry  to  propose  any  number  of  other  schemes, 
and  this  was  done  and  the  results  laid  before  a  Royal  Commission. 
The  result  is  known.  No  one  has  yet  devised  a  workable  scheme. 
Possibly  some  better  system  may  be  devised,  and  Mr. 
Chamberlain,  for  one,  has  never  despaired  of  such  a  better  system 
being  forthcoming.  .  .  .  Because  the  Commissioners  failed  to 
discover  a  workable  pension  scheme,  the  Government  is  being 
blamed  for  not  producing  a  Pension  Bill  :  a  method  of  reaBonlng 
only  appreciated  by  the  catch-vote  politician." 

This  is  really  magnificent— in  view  of  Mr.  Cliamberlain's  "catch- 
vote  "  Old  Age  Peasiona  policy  as  illustrated  at  Hanley  and  elsewhere 
at  the  last  General  Election. 
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First    Report    of    Her    Majesty's    Com- 

LocAL  Taxation      missioners    appointed    to    inquire     into     the 

CoHHissiON.  subject    of  local    taxation — Local     Bates    in 

England  and    Wales:    Valuation  and  Collec- 

tiwi.    [C— 9U1.)    Price  6d. 

Second  Report  of  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  subject  of  Local  Taxation — Valuation  and  Bating  in 
Reepect  of  Tithe  Bent  Charges.     [0—9142.]     Price  4d. 

This  Commission  was  appointed  on  August  15th,  1896,  to  inquire 
into  the  present  system  under  which  taxation  is  raised  for  local  purposes, 
and  report  whether  all  kinds  of  real  and  pei-sonal  property  contribute 
eqnitably  to  such  taxation,  and,  if  not,  what  alterations  in  the  law  are 
desirable  in  order  to  secure  that  result. 

As  originally  constituted  it  consisted  of  the  following  members : — 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh.  Mr.  C.  A.  Cripps,  Q.C.,  M.P. 

Lord  Emlyn  (noio  Lord  Cawdor).  Mr.  H.  E.  Clare. 

lUght  Hon.  J.  B.  Bslfour,  M.P.  Mr.  T.  H.  Elliott. 

Right  Hon.  Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert.  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  M.P. 

Mr.  C.  B.  Stuart- Wortley,  M.P.  Mr.  E.  O.  Smith. 

Sir  E.  W.  Hamilton.  Mr.  James  Stuart,  M.P. 

Sit  Alfred  MUner.  Mr.  J.  L.  Wharton,  M.P. 

Mr.  C.  N.  Dalton. 

In   April,    1S97,  Mr.  O.  H.  Murray  replaced  Sir   Alfred    Milner  on 
the  Ifttter's  departure  tor  the  Cape. 

Local  Ratbs  in  England  and  Walbs — Valdation  ahd 
coluuttion. 
This  report  is  dated  December  16th,  1898.  The  Commissioners  say 
that,  although  they  hare  not  yet  completed  their  inquiry,  they  have 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  an  alteration  in  the  law  for  the  purpose 
of  obtAining  a  uniform  basis  of  valuation  in  England  and  Wales  is  a 
necessary  preliminary  to  any  revision  of  the  existing  system  of  local 
uucation.  The  Commissioners  then  proceed  to  give  the  history  of  the 
law  affecting  valuation,  and  to  explain  the  system  of  valuation  for  the 
purposes  of  the  poor,  county,  and  borough  rates,  and  the  collection 
thereof.  Next  follows  a  description  of  the  system  of  valuation  and 
the  collection  of  rates  in  the  county  of  London,  the  system  of  valua- 
tion for  the  purposes  of  the  income-tax  (Schedule  A)  and  inhabited 
house  doty,  and  the  system  of  valuation  for  the  purposes  of  the  land 
tax.  Next  the  Commissioners  set  forth  the  objections  to  the  present 
system  of  valuation  outside  the  county  of  London  as  well  as  within  it, 
and  give  an  account  of  the  attempts  made  to  improve  the  system  of 
valuation  and  the  system  of  collection. 
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The  followinft  &re  the  recommeadatioDS  of  the  CommisBtoa : — 

We  therefore  suggest  that  the  following  scheme  for  the  purpose  of  aecar- 
ing  greater  uniformity  in  valuation  throughout  Engluid  and  W^ea  outside 
the  motropolia  should  be  adopted,  and  that  the  same  principles  should  be 
applied  within  the  metropolis  with  the  necessary  modifications:— 

(1)  That  there  should  be  only  one  valuation  authority  in  each  county,  and 
tthe  valuation  list  of  that  authority  should  be  the  basis  oa  which  ratea  and 
axes  for  all  purposes  should  be  raised. 

(2)  That,  except  in  the  county  of  Lancaster  a  valuation  authority  should 
be  created  in  each  administrative  county  and  in  each  county  borough,  but 
that  power  should  be  given  to  any  county  council  and  the  councils  of  the 
county  boroughs  in  any  county  to  adopt  the  area  of  the  geographical 
county. 

(3)  That  in  Lancashire  the  geographical  county  should  be  taken  as  the 
valuation  area. 

fi)  That  the  valuation  authority  should  consist ; — 
i.)  In  a  geographical  county,    of  members  appointed  by  the  county 
council  and  by  the  councils  of  oounby  boroughs. 

(ii.)  In  an  administrative  county,  ot  members  appointed  by  the  county 
council. 

(iii)  In  a  county  borough,  of  members  appointed  by  the  oounty  borough 
council. 

(C)  That  the  valuation  authority  should  have  power  to  divide  the  area 
within  its  jurisdiction  into  convenient  districts  which  might  or  might  not 
conform  to  union  areas.  In  each  district  a  committee  should  be  constituted 
composed  of  members  of  the  valuation  authority  and  of  representatives  of 
boards  of  guardians,  borough  councils,  and  urban  district  councils  within  the 
district. 

(6)  That  the  valuation  authority  should-  issue  instructions  to  the  district 
committees  for  their  guidance  in  preparing  the  valuation  list. 

(7)  That  the  valuation  list  should  be  prepared,  whenever  practicable,  by 
professional  surveyon. 

(8)  That  every  property  should  be  valued  once  during  a  period  not  ex- 
ceeding five  years,  and  that  provision  should  be  made  for  the  making  of 
provisional  and  supplemental  lists. 

(9)  That  a  representative  of  the  Board  of  Inland  Bevenue  should  have  the 
right  to  attend  meetings  of  the  valuation  authority  and  of  the  district  com- 
mittees, and  also  have  the  same  powers  as  they  now  have  in  the  metropolis. 

(it)}  That  leg^islation  should  provide  for  the  establishment  of  a  maximum 
scale  of  deducboiuH. 

(11)  That  legislation  should  provide  for  compulsory  returns  from  owners 
and  occupiers  of  rent  paid  and  other  partioulars. 

(12)  That  the  valuation  list  so  prepared,  as  hereinbefore  suggested, 
should  he  submitted  to  the  district  committee,  notice  being  given  to  any 
ratepayer  the  valuation  of  whose  property  it  is  proposed  to  increase  or  to 
include  for  the  first  lime  in  the  list. 

(13)  That  the  district  committee  should  consider  the  lists  and  revise  them 
if  thought  necessary,  and,  after  hearing  any  objections  made  against  them, 
should  then  submit  them  to  the  valuation  authority. 

(14)  That  the  valuation  authority  should  take  such  steps  as  they  may 
thuik  necessary  to  ascertain  if  their  instructions  have  been  carried  out,  and, 
subject  to  any  alterations  they  may  think  fit  to  make,  should  finally  approve 
of  the  lists  and  cause  thera  to  be  printed  and  published,  such  lists,  subject 
to  appeals,  to  be  the  accepted  valuation  for  all  purposes,  whether  local  or 
imperial. 
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(16)  Th&t  notice  should  be  fifiveD  to  an j  ratepayer  the  valuation  of  whose 
property  the  valuation  authority  propoaea  to  increase  or  to  include  for  the 
nnt  time  in  the  list,  and  any  such  ratepayer  should  have  the  right  to  give  a 
notice  of  olijectiim,  and  the  valuation  authority  should  hsai  auch  objection. 

(16)  That  appeals  from  the  lists  aa  finally  approved  by  the  valuatiou 
antbority  should  beto  quarter  Hessions,  and  that  the  jurisdiction  of  special 
aeeaionH  should  be  abolished. 

(17)  That  special  properties,  such  as  railways,  canals,  mines,  tntrntcays, 
docks,  telephones,  and  gas,  water,  and  electric  light  works,  should  be  valued 
in  the  first  instance  by  a  valuer  appointed  by  the  valuation  authority, 
objeetiona  being  heard  by  that  authority,  and  appeals  lying  to  the  Railway 
Ctnninieaion  ora  special  tribunal  created  for  that  purpose. 

Ab  regards  the  coUection  of  rates  we  recommend  :— 

(1)  That  the  collection  of  all  rates  in  boroughs  should  be  made  by  the 
borough  councils,  and  in  urban  districts  by  the  guardians. 

(2)  That  all  rates  should,  as  far  as  practicsble,  be  levied  on  one  demand 
note,  specifying  the  rateable  value  of  the  premises,  the  rate  in  the  pound, 
knd  the  amount  of  rataa  payable  for  each  purpose,  and  the  period  for  which 
the  rate  is  made. 

(3)  That  the  powers  of  the  overseers  and  reatry  under  the  Poor  Rate 
Aoseaement  and  Collection  Act,  1869,  and  the  powers  of  urban  authorities 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1876,  with  rep^  to  compounding,  should  in 
all  oa«ea  be  vested  in  the  rate -collecting  authority. 

Mr.  8tuart>Wortley,  M.F.,  makes  a  reservation  with  regard  to  the 
recommendation  that  the  collection  of  all  rates  in  boroughs  shonid  be 
made  by  the  borough  councils,  and  in  urban  districts  by  the  guardians. 
So  t&r  as  municipal  boroughs  are  concerned,  he  says,  it  seems  to  him 
that  the  law  may  very  well  be  left  as  it  is,  seeing  that  it  enables  town 
conncila,  if  they  can  convince  the  Local  Oovemment  Board,  to  take 
the  collection  of  rates  into  their  own  hands. 

Mr.  Cripps,  Q.C.,  M.P.,  says  that,  while  freeing  generally  with  the 
report  and  recommendations,  he  desires  to  make  the  following 
reservations ; — 

(1)  That  uniformity  in  the  assessment  of  rateable  property  in  the 
metropolis  has  been  substantially  secured  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Valuation  (Metropolis)  Act,  1869,  and  that  it  is  not  desirable  to  amend  those 
provisions  until  the  questions  connected  with  local  government  in  the 
metropolitan  area  have  been  determined. 

(2)  That  in  urban  districts  rates  should  not  be  collected  by  guardians,  but 
by  the  valuation  authority  oi  the  urban  authority. 

(3)  That  the  powers  of  the  overseers  and  vestry  under  the  Poor  Rate 
Assessment  and  CoUection  Act,  1869,  and  the  powers  of  urban  authorities 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1876,  with  reffard  to  compounding,  should  be 
vested,  not  in  the  rate- collecting  authority,  but  in  Uie  valuation  authority. 

There  is  a  memorandum  by  Mr,  Elliott,  who  says  that,  although 
he  is  in  entire  agreement  with  tlie  views  expressed  in  the  report  with 
regard  to  the  defects  and  inconveniences  which  at  present  attend  the 
valuation  of  property  for  the  purposes  of  rating  and  taxation,  he 
greatly  regrets  that  he  finds  himself  unable  to  concur  with  his  col- 
leagues in  the  conclusions  at  which  they  have  arrived  as  to  the  means 
by  which  improvement  can  most  readily  be  e^cted. 
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Valcation  AMD  Rating  in  Rrspbct  op  Tithb  Rent  Charge. 

The  Majority  Report  is  dated  January  10th.  It  is  signed  by  Lord 
Balfour  of  Burleigh,  Earl  Cawdor,  Sir  John  Hibbert,  Mr.  C.  B. 
Stuart-Wortley,  M.P.,  Sir  E.  W,  Hamilton,  Mr.  O.  H.  Mnrray, 
Mr.  C.  N.  Dalton,  Mr.  C.  A.  Crippa,  Q.C.,  M.P.,  Mr.  H.  E.  Clare, 
Mr.  T.  H.  Elliott,  Mr.  E.  O.  Smith,  and  Mr.  J.  L.  Wharton,  M.P. 

The  following  are  the  conclaaions  of  this  Majority  Report : — 

I.  Thnt  the  repTasentations  made  to  the  CommLasion  on  behalf  of  tbe 
ownem  of  tithe  rent-cha^e  not  severed  from  tbe  beneSce  have  shown  that 
the  burden  of  local  taxation  upon  such  owners  is  unduly  onerous,  and  that 
sufficient  allowance  is  not  made  fur  the  fact  that  the  persons  entitled  to  the 
rent-charge  are  under  a  legal  obligation  to  render  services  and  to  perform 
duties  in  return  therefor. 

II.  That  the  case  of  the  owners  of  tithe  rent-charge  not  severed  from  the 
bensBce  is  based  on  the  ground,  which  we  consider  to  have  been  fully  eatab- 
liflhed,  that  the  present  law,  as  interpreted  by  the  Courts,  works  unjustly  and 
places  those  owners  in  a  much  less  favourable  position  than  other  owners  who 
are  also  occupiers  of  rateable  property. 

in.  Thnt  there  exists  an  exceptionally  acute  feeling  of  dissstisfaotiou 
with  regard  tothe  hardship  of  the  law  as  it  stands. 

IV.  That,  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  although  incumbents  are  not 
entitled  to  be  wholly  reUeved  from  liability  to  be  assessed  to  local  rates  in 
respect  of  tithe-rent  charge — indeed,  such  a  claim  has  not  generally  been 
made  by  witnesses  who  have  appeared  before  us — yet,  pending  the  final 
recommendations  of  the  Commission  on  this  and  the  other  matters  referred  to 
us,  the  cose  of  the  parochial  incumbent  owning  tithe  rent  charge  not  severed 
from  the  beneUca  mny  properly  he  met  by  some  special  measure  of  relief. 

In  an  addendum  Sir  J.  Hibbert,  Mr.  Murray,  and  Mr.  Cripps 
express  the  opinion  that  the  inequality  which  exists  to  the  detriment  of 
the  owners  of  tithe  rent^sharge  not  severed  from  tbe  benefice  is  due  to 
the  fact  that,  in  ascertaining  the  rateable  value  of  such  tithe  rent- 
charge,  sufficient  deductions  from  the  gross  value  have  not  been 
allowed,  and  that  provision  should  be  mode  by  I^slation  for  the 
allowance  of  further  deductions  from  the  gross  value- 
Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour  odds  a  memorandum  expressing  regret  that  he 
cannot  concur  in  the  suggestion  that,  pending  the  final  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Commission  on  Rating  in  respect  of  tithe  rent-charge  and 
the  other  matters  referred  to  it,  tbe  case  of  the  parochial  incumbent 
owning  tithe  rent-charge  not  severed  from  the  benefice  may  properly  be 
met  by  some  special  measure  of  relief. 

There  iaalao  a  report  by  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor,  in  which  he  regrets 
to  find  himself  unable  to  concur  with  the  majority  of  the  Commis- 
sioners in  the  conclusions  set  out  in  their  second  report,  or  to  assent  la 
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the  statemeDt  of  the  case  on  which  those  coaclnsions  purport  to  be 
foaaded. 

The  foUowiog  ia  the  memorandum  si^ed  by  Mr.  James  Stuart 
M.P.:— 

1  regret  I  am  unable  to  agree  irith  the  Report  or  ita  conclusions.  I 
lasociate  myaelf  with  the  historiual  portions  of  the  memoranduDi  of  Mr. 
,\rthur  O  Connor,  and  vrith  the  oriticisuw  miuie  on  the  Report  in  that 
memorandum. 

Cunaidering  the  terms  of  reference  to  the  Commission,  I  think  it  undesir- 
able Co  recommend  relief  to  one  cluss  of  raCepajeri)  irithout  reporting  with 
respect  til  other  classes  at  the  same  time. 

The  Report  does  not  slate  the  sources  from  which  it  proposes  that  relief 
should  be  given  Co  those  with  whom  it  deals,  namely,  the  owners  of  tithe 
renb-chnrije  not  severed  from  the  benetice.  That  relief,  if  given  from  public 
tunds,  must  be  given  by  means  of  money  provided  either  by  the  general 
tsi^Myers  ur  by  the  other  ratepayers  of  the  district.  It  will  thus  be  either  a 
ndief  to  a  special  class,  similar  to  that  embodied  in  the  Agricultural  Rates 
Act,  189(>,  the  propriety  of  whose  fiscal  policy  is  still  under  discuesion,  or  it 
will  a'ld  to  the  Durdsos  of  other  ratepayers,  whose  case  is  not  yet  taken  into 
considuTation. 

It  ia  impossible  to  shut  one's  eyes  to  the  fact  that  what  the  lieneficed 
clergy  really  suffer  from  is  the  fall  in  the  value  of  tithe,  and  not  from  the 
ntea,  except  in  so  far  as  those,  like  any  other  outgoing,  form  a  charge  on 
their  yross  income. 

The  relief  eouyht  is  really  an  addition  by  the  nation  to  the  funds  of  the 
Church  of  Eiigl:iud,  and  would  more  fittingly  be  made  a  charge  on  the 
revenue  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Comuiissiotters. 

Indeed,  so  far  as  rates  are  concerned,  the  position  of  the  beneficed  clergy 
has  in  general  been  considerably  improved  since  the  period  when  tithes  were 
commuted.  At  that  time  the  rates  of  a  large  proportion  of  the  beneficed 
clergy  (probably  of  three-quarters  of  tlie  whole)  were  paid  by  the  owner  or 
occupier,  and  deducted  before  the  payment  to  the  clergyman  was  made. 
When  the  commutation  took  place  the  amount  of  the  rates  as  they  then  were 
wasadded  to  the  net  tithe,  which  had  hitherto  been  paid  to  the  clergyman,  and 
the  future  payment  of  rates  was  lei  t  to  be  made  by  him  direct.  As  in  general  in 
country  districts  the  rates  have  fallen  considerably  since  that  time,  the  clergy 
have  been  proportionately  benehted.  Take  the  case  of  a  living  wliore  the  net 
iucome  before  commutation  was  £1,000,  rates  having  been  paid  by  the  land- 
lord at  10s.  in  the  pound  (or  £600  in  all),  as  was  not  infrequent  in  rural 
districts  at  tha  period  of  tithe  commutation.  The  incumbent  of  the  time 
receiveda  total  of  £1,600  of  commuted  tithe,  and  had  to  pay  the  rates  him- 
self direct  in  future.  This  sum  of  £1,5U0  has  become,  by  the  fall  in  the 
value  of  tithe  to  about  two-thirds,  a  reduced  sum  of  £1,000,  and  on  this  the 
present  rates  are  probably  about  2s.  6d.  in  the  pound,  or  £125.  The  pre- 
sent clergyman  receives  thus  a  net  sum  of  £BT6  ;  and  linding  his  net  income 
reduced  below  that  of  his  predecessor  by  the  amount  of  the  rates,  he  niay 
blame  the  rates  for  that  reduction,  if  he  d'les  not  go  very  deeply  into  the 
matter,  but  nevertheless  the  reduction  is  clearly  due  to  other  causes.  Yet 
this  case  is  not  very  diesimilsr,  ho  far  as  the  proportion  of  the  amounts  in- 
volved is  concerned,  to  a  considurable  number  of  other  coses,  and  its  prin- 
ciple applies  in  greater  or  less  extent  to  all. 

It  is  farther  to  be  remembered  that  every  beneficed  clergyman  in  accept- 
ing his  Uving  has  done  so  with  the  knowledge  that  the  income  ho  thus 
accepted  was  not  the  total  amount  at  any  time  of  the  commuted  tithe,  but 
was  that  sum  diminished  by  the  full  amount  uf  the  rates  thereon. 
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The  Magazines  for  March. 


The  Nineteenth  Cbnturt  i^ives  first  place  to  the  Church  question. 
Dr,  Quinness  Rogers  writes  on  7'Ae  Nation  and  the  RitualiM*. 
aad  Mr.  R.  Bosworth  Smith  on  The  Cruie  in  t/te  dtureh.  Lord 
Cttrringtoa  in  Tit:  Land  and  tlu  Labourers  shows  how  extraordi- 
narily tiucccssful  the  extension  of  Allotments  and  Small  Holdings 
has  been  on  his  estates.  Mr.  T.  £.  Kebbel  wanta  to  kaow, 
I»  tli9  Party  Sygtum  Bretkiny  Upl  and  Air.  AathuDy  Traill,  a 
Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  ciiea  "  llandt  of  Trinii;/,''  ia 
reference,  of  course,  to  tWi  Irish  Citholic  TJaiversity  questioo. 
Mr.  Archibald  S.  Hurd  discusses  Tlie  Rtlardation  of  (/«!  Saoj/  by 
the  Engineem'  itytrike. 

The  Costbmpohaby  Review  has  a  very  interesting  article  by  Mr. 
Lftwaon  Walton,  Q.C.,  M.P.,  on  l.nperiaiism,  whilst  Mr.  W.  J. 
Stillman  discusses  The  Peace  of  Earope.  A  "Conservative"  writes 
on  The  Revolt  of  the  GUrgy,  and  Mra.  Fiiwcett  on  The  Vaeeinati-m 
Act  oj  1898.  Mr.  Gibson  Bijwies,  M.P.,  has  notions  about  Ths 
Lost  Notion  of  War.  Mr.  H.  W.  Macrosty  writes  on  The  Orowti 
of  Monopoly  in  BrilUU  Induntry,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Dyche  on  TAe 
Jewish  Immiyrant.  Dr.  E.  J,  Dillon  h>u  an  article  on  Mr, 
Balfour's  Plea  for  a  Roinan  Catholic  University 

Thb  Fortnightly  Review  has  an  interesting  article  on  Cord 
Carnarvon  and  Homi  Rule  in  which  it  is  niiiintained  that  Lord 
Carnarvon's  policy  in  1S85  was  certainly  Home  Rule — a  policy 
declined  by  hia  colleasjues  in  favour  oE  Coercion.  Mr.  Demetrius 
C.  Baulger  discusses  TIte  Conyo  Stale  andita  Critics,  and  there  are 
two  articles  on /io/,v—(l)  Vatiaan  and  Quirinal  by  Mr.  Wilfrid 
Ward,  and  (2)  Fili/redo  Pueto  on  Italy  by  "  Ouida."  The 
"  Author  of  '  Life  in  our  Villages  '  "  advocates  Old  Aye  Petuionn 
made  Easy,  and  suggests  that  the  money  should  be  raised  by 
making  a  penny  receipt  stamp  necessary  fiir  all  receipts  of  £1  and 
over  instead  of  £2.  "  Diplomaticus  "  in  discussing  The  Progrett 
of  Anglo-French  Negotiations  aA)is  Is  ii  Peace  t  He  does  not  take 
a  very  hopeful  view  of  affairs. 

The  National  Review  devotes  (as  usual)  a  great  deal  of  space  to 
'J h:  Dreyfiu  Affair — (1)  M.  Dupuy  and  M.  Beaitrepaire  by  Sir 
Godfrey  Lushiiigton,  K.C.B.,  (2)  Th-!  Jesuit  View,  by  Mr.  F.  C. 
Conybeare  and  (3)  Tht  Situ  of  the  Syndicate,  by  the  £ditor  (Mr, 
Maxsr-).  Mr.  H.  C.  Thomson  discusses  Misgovermaent  oJ  the 
Trantvaal  and  "  A  Radical  M.P."  The  future  oJ  iA«  tfou*e  oj 
Commons.  Mr.  William  Walsh  writes  on  Secret  Societies  in  the 
Church  of  England,  and  Mr.  John  Hutton  in  The  Aged  Poor 
warmly  advocates  the  chtime  of  the  Cottage  Homee  Bill  recently 
carried  at  his  instance  by  the  House  of  Commons. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

The  Report  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Twenty-first  Annual  Meeting 
of  the  N'ational  Liberal  Federation,  held  at  Hull,  on  6th,  7th,  8th, 
and  9th  March,  is  now  ready.  The  Report  coataios  a  full  account  of 
the  proceedings  at  the  Council  Meetings,  and  also  personally  revised 
reports  of  the  speeches  by  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Ban nenn an  and  others. 
Copies  may  be  had  from  the  Department,  price  8d.,  pott  free.  For  the 
porpoee  of  general  distribution,  an  authorised  edition  of  3ir  Henry 
Campbell-Ban nerman's  speech  at  the  Evening  Meeting  on  "  Liberal 
Policy  and  Liberal  Principles  "  has  been  issued  separately  in  pamphlet 
form,  price  IJd.,  poat/ree.  Prices  for  quantities  will  be  found  in  our 
advertisement  pages. 

Leaflets  dealing  with  Mr,  Gladstone's  Writings  and  Speeches, 
liberalism  in  the  Queen's  Reign,  Tlie  Legislative  History  of  Trade 
TJmonism,  Tory  Lords  on  our  Tory  Government,  Old-Age  Pensions, 
Mr.  Chamberlain's  Old-Age  Pension  Record,  and  the  Compensation 
Act  (Tory  Promise  and  Performance),  have  been  recently  issued  by 
the  Department,  and  copies  (with  catalogues  of  publications)  may  be 
obtained  for  2d.,  poatfree.     {See  advertuenunta,  page  3.) 
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O)  Sir  H.  fluTii  jhal  1  -TtftTi n nrm a.Ti  on  the  Army  Estimates. 

"  The  hon.  gentleman  did  not  refer  to  what,  after  all,  U  one  of  the  most 
rem&rkable  features  of  these  Estimates,  and  that  is  the  total  sum  of  them. 
The  Estimates  are  over  a  million  larger  than  last  year,  and  la£t  j^ear  the 
figure  was  greater  tlian  the  year  before.  It  ought  always  to  be  borne  in  mind 
that  your  Army  Eetimatefl  and  your  Navy  Estimates  depend  on  the  policy 
of  the  country,  and  it  is  not  the  War  Minister  or  the  Marine  Minister  who 
is  to  be  blamed  or  praised,  hut  those  who  direct  the  policy  of  the  country. 
If  yon  undertake  great  obligations  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  if  yon  extend 
your  Empire  in,  no  doubt,  a  very  pleasing  and  gratifying  manner,  and  with 
a  great  dea!  of  approbation  on  the  part  of  masses  of  the  people — if  you.  go 
on  doing  thai  year  aft«r  year,  you  have,  and  must  have,  an  increased 
expenditure  on  the  Army  and  the  Navy.  It  cannot  be  too  often  repeated 
and  pressed  npon  men's  minds  in  the  country  that  our  Army  is  now  almost 
at  the  extreme  limit  of  its  powers  to  bear  and  discharge  its  great  duties. 
These  constant  duties  consist  in  garrisoning  ports  in  unhealtliy  climates. 


exceeding  the  duUes  imposed  upon  all  other  countries  on  the  face  of  the 
eartil,  besides  being  ready  for  great  emergencies.  When  her  Majesty's 
GovemmeDt  on  their  responsibility  declare  that  this  large  increase  of 
money  is  required,  I  am  not  one  who  ever  refuses  a  demand  so  made  ;  bnt 
1  hope  it  win  be  observed  in  the  country  and  in  the  House  that  the  charges 
for  military  defences  and  for  the  guarding  of  tlie  interests  of  the  Empire 
are  constantly  increasing,  and  that  the  only  way  of  preventing  such 
increases,  if  it  Ire  desirable,  is  to  modify  in  some  way  or  other  tlie  general 
policy  of  the  country." 
(3)  Lord  Saliflbnry  on  Confessioa. 

"  If  there  were  any  means  of  repressing  or  disconra^ng  the  practice  of 
habitual  confession,  such  means  would  deserve  all  our  considei^tion.  I 
fear,  liowever,  tliat  you  are  undertaking  an  effort  to  coerce  consciences 
which  greater  powers  even  than  the  British  Parliament  have  ffuled  to 
eliect,  and  that  j'ou  are  more  likely  to  increase  the  disease  than  to  stop  it. 
That,  however,  is  a  point  on  which  I  would  rather  defer  to  the  opinion  of 
the  right  reverend  bench  than  hold  any  opinion  of  my  own.  I  quite  agree 
that  after  the  speech  of  tlie  right  rev.  prelate,  and  in  view  of  the  general 
expression  of  opinion,  the  retnm  ought  to  be  granted.  Bnt  allow  me  to 
point  out  that  this  return  will  not  tell  you  one^undredth  part  of  the  eviL 
If  there  is  to  be  confession,  which  I  most  earnestly  deprecate,  I  would 
rather  have  the  open  box  in  the  church  than  the  secret  mtorvtew  in  the 
vestry.  It  is  between  those  two  you  will  liave  to  choose.  My  fear  is  that 
in  the  first  place  you  will  not  get  an  accnrato  retnm  of  what  boxes  there 
are,  because  every  one  who  returns  the  exiHtence  of  a  box  returns  a  con- 
fession that  he  has  broken  the  law.  You  will  not  get  people  to  do  that ; 
thev  will  simply  put  your  circular  into  the  fire.  Beyond  tiiat,  you  will  be 
giving  a  vicious  stimulus  to  a  certain  spirit  of  religious  courage,  which  I 
lliink  will  moat  unfortunately  induce  a  more  extended  practice  of  the  very 
evil  you  so  justly  deprecate.  1  greatly  fear  that  if  men  wisli  to  confess  to 
men.  or  perhaps  I  should  put  it  more  accnratelv  by  saying  if  women  wish 
to  confess  to  men,  all  the  power  that  this  Parliament  poeseases  will  not 
avail  seriously  to  arrest  the  process.  The  power  of  arresting  it  lies  witli 
tlie  organisation  over  which  right  rev.  prelates  preside.  It  is  for  them  to 
teacli  their  flocks— and  they  cannot  do  it  too  earnestly  or  too  often — the 
evils  which  may  attend  habitual  and  systoiuatic  secret  confession.  But 
let  us  be  careful  lest  we  hinder  their  work  and  prevent  them  from  doing 
Hiat  which  it  is  their  proper  charge  to  carry  out,  by  bringing  in  the  arm  of 
the  flesh,  which  never  yet  beat  down  a  religions  error  and!  has  often  made 
the  evil  worse  than  before." 
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THE   DIARY    OF    THE    MONTH. 


1899. 

Uarch    1. — House  of  CoiQinons.     Mr.  Robsoa's  Educatian 

of  Children  BUI  {Half  Timers)  read 

a  second  time  by  317  to  59.     Speeches  by  Sir 

John  Gorst  and  Mr.  Asquith,   (See  page  160.) 

Death  of  Lord  Herschell  at  Washington. 

Hythe  By-Election  consequent  apoa  the  retiremeot  of 
Sir  J.  Bevan  Edwards  (C). 

Sir  E.  A.  Sassoon  (C)  -        -        -        -     2.425 

Sir  Israel  Hart  (L)       ...         -     1,898—527 

Representation  unchanged. 

1885.  1895. 

Watkin(IL)-     -     -     3,247  I  Edwards  (C)-     ■     -     2,189 

Morton  (R)  -     -     -        797  ;  Hnrt  (L)  -     -     -     -     1,736 

2.— House  of  Lords.  The  Death  of  Lord  Herschell. 
Speeches  by  Lord  Salisbury,  Lord  Kimberley, 
Lord  Halsbury,  and  Lord  James  of  Here- 
ford.    (Seepaff^m.) 

House  of  Commons.  Royal  Message  of  Thanks 
for  the  Address  in  reply  to  the  Queen's 
Speech. 

Army  Estimates.  Statement  by  Mr.  G. 
Wyndham.  Speeches  by  Sir  Charles  Dilke, 
Mr.  Arnold-Forster,  (1)  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman,  and  Mr.  Balfour. 

Deputation  to  Mr.  Jesse  CoUingS  from  City  Corpora- 
tion on  Jjegislation  with  refereoce  to  Petroleum. 

„  3.— House  of  Lords.  The  Crisis  in  the  Church. 
Speeches  by  Lord  Kinnaird,  The  Archbi^op 
of  York,  Lord  Dudley,  The  Bishop  of 
Winchester,  Lord  Kimberley,  and  (2)  Lord 
Salisbury.  Lord  Northbrook's  Motion  for 
a  return,  showing  the  number  of  Churches  in 
England  belonging  to  the  Church  of  England  in 
which  Confessional  Boxes  have  been  put  up, 
agreed  to. 
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(1)  Sir  Walter  Foster  od  the  Sale  of  Food  and  DragH  Bill. 

"  The  ri^t  principle  wan  to  protect,  not  any  particular  trade,  but  the 


it  forget  that  ivliile  science  was  doing  a  great  deal 
in  one  direction,  it  was  alAo  doing  a  n%at  deal  in  the  other  direction — in 
producing  fraudulent  food  products.  He  referred  to  tlie  cases  of  margarine, 
to  cheese,  and  to  condensed  milk,  nnd  he  specially  emphasised  the  impor- 
tance of  having  correct  descriptions  of  each  article.  He  tlioughl  a  great 
deal  of  good  would  be  done  by  enabling  the  authorities  to  int^ere  at  tUe 
port  of  entry.  As  to  impoverisheil  butter,  he  would  have  it  looked  after  in 
the  aanie  wuy  ;  at  all  events,  it  slionld  be  tal>elled.  The  right  principle  in 
all  these  cases  was,  not  to  stop  the  sale,  but  Ut  see  that  the  articles  were 
sold  under  accurate  deHcriptionn.  The  public  had  a  right  to  have  the 
articlee  if  they  were  sold  under  honest  descriptions.  A  man  had  a  right  tu 
have  margarine  if  he  wanted  it,  but  he  ouglit  not  to  liave  it  served  to  him 
as  butter. 

(2)  Sir  Charles  Dilke  on  the  Franchise  Law. 

"  Many  hon.  nieniliers  on  his  side  of  the  House  were  willing  to  give  the 
franchise  to  everybody  or  eatAblish  it  on  a  wide  basis,  but  if  this  Bill 
passed  thousands  of  the  heads  of  families  would  be  excluded  from  the 
franchise,  while  this  particular  clnss  of  servants  would  be  picked  out  for 
special  and  favoured  treatment.  He  objected  tn  such  a  method  of  selection, 
and  contended  tliat  the  Bill,  instea^l  of  simplifying  the  law  relating  to  the 
franchise,  would  rather  aild  to  its  cotu plications.  I'he  hun.  members  who 
moved  and  seconded  this  Bill  were  largely  interested  in  shop  assistants,  but 
what  the  shop  asHistanCs  wanteil  was  not  this  Bill  but  a  %\ide  and  simple 
franchise.  Tliere  were  eleven  franchises  in  common  and  active  operation, 
and  alt  liad  their  peculiar  incidence  and  technicalities.  Their  contenljon 
was  tliat  the  time  had  come  when  they  ought  to  face  the  difficulties  of 
these  franchises.  They  could  not  face  ttiemny  disfranchisement,  and  the 
only  way  to  deal  with  the  matter  was  bv  enfranchisement  on  a  simple  and 
single  base.  It  vcas  useless  to  cleal  with  the  matter  with  frittering  little 
Bills  like  this." 

(3)  Sir  H.  Campbell-Baimemuji  on  Imperialism. 

"  If  an  Imperialist  means  a  man  who  would  maintain  at  the  highest 
pit«h  the  power  by  land  and  sea  of  the  Empire  ;  who  would  secure  perfect 
safety  for  these  islands  from  hostile  attacK,  hut  who  is  not  content  to 
confine  his  liew  to  tliese  islands ;  who  would  preserve  the  t«rritoriiU 
int«grit^  and  interests  of  the  Empire  ;  who  would  cuard  our  righu  of 
trade  either  within  the  Empire  or  l>eyond  its  hounds  ;  and  who  would 
strengthen  by  every  means  in  his  power  the  ties  that  bind  us  to  our 
kinsmen  in  every  quarter  of  tlie  globe — if  that  is  to  be  an  Imperialist,  then, 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  tliere  is  not  a  man  here,  there  is  not  a  man  in  this, 
great  Liberal  meeting,  who  is  not  as  unflinching  an  Imperialist  as  those 
who  liave  the  word  always  on  their  lips.    A\  e  are  not  afraid  of  the 


responsibilities  of  Empire,  we  are  proud  to  be  the  t^ardians  of  the  heritage 
handed  down  by  our  fathers,  nay,  we  do  not  shrink  from  adding  to  it  if 
duty  or   honour  compels  us  ;    but  we  abjure   the  vulgar   and    bastard 

and  manueuvres  against 
have  nu  use  for  it  our 
people  from  getting  it." 

And  on  the  cost  of  Toryism 


...  and  provocation,  and  aggression,  of  clever  tricks 

and  manueuvres  against  neighbours,  auil  of  grabbing  everything,  even  if  we 
have  nu  use  for  it  ourselves,  for  the  mere  pleasure  of  preventing  other 

people  from  getting  it." 


has  been  great,  otherwise  we  could  not 

IJ  1 I :_.^  ^  j^,g^j  iigj  jj 

Sir  Michael 


"  The  prosperity  of  the  country  has  been  great,  otherwise 
are  endured  it  at  all,  but  we  should  long  ago  have  run  into  a 
ot  been  for  the  Liberal  Budget  of  ISM.    That,  Budget, 
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I. 

3.— House  of  Commons.  General  Power  Dialrt- 
buHntf  Company  Sill  refused  a  second 
readiug  by  161  to  132  (majority  32). 

Supply  —  Army  Estimates.  Vote  for  Men 
agreed  to.  Mr.  Labouchere's  Motion  to 
reduce  the  number  by  4,340  lost  by  188  to  S4 
(majority  134).  Speeches  by  Mr.  Balfour, 
Mr.  Wyndham,  and  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman. 

The    Duke    of    Deronsfaire    at    Manchester   on 

Secondary  Eklucation. 

6. — House  of  Lords.     Formal  business. 

House  of  Commons.    The  Post  Office  and  the 

Telephone  Service — Statement  in  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Meaos  by  Mr.  Hanbuiy. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  J5iW— Second 

Reading  Debate,     Speeches  by  Mr.  Lxmg  and 
(1)  Sir  W.Foster. 

7. — House  of  Lords.     Formal  business. 

House    of  Commons.     The    Muscat   Question. 
Statement  by  Mr.  Brodrick. 

Mr.  Lloyd-George's  Elementary  Edncatiou 
resolution  lost  by  204  to  81  (majority  123). 
Speeches  by  Sir  John  Gors^  Sir  Henry 
Fowler,  and  Mr.  Balfour. 

National  Liberal  Federation  Meetings  at  Hull. 
Annual   Council   Meeting.     First  Session. 

(Seepage  149.) 

8.— House  of  Commons.  Sir  J.  B.  Maple's  Service 
Franchise  Sill  read  a  second  time  by  188 
to  88  (majority  100).  Speeches  by  (3)  Sir  C. 
Dilke  and  Sir  R.  B.  Finlay. 

Sir  F.  Powell's  Rivera  JPolluHon  Pre- 
vention Sill  discussed.  Speech  by  Mr. 
Chaplin. 

National   Liberal  Federation  at    Hull     Annual 

Council  Meeting.     Second  Session. 
Great  Public  Meeting  in  the  Circus.    Speech 
by  (3)  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman  on 
liberal  Policy  and  Liberal  Principles. 
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Hicks-Beach  Htated  Inst  yenr,  would  liring  in  to  liim,  over  the  bqiu  that  wm« 
raised  on  tlie  Hanie  heiul  of  income  before  the  Bad}^  wtw  introduced,  an 
actual  increase  of  £4,400,000  a  year.  Weil,  liow  have  they  Hpent  Uie 
£4,400,000  a  year  ?  Have  they  uned  it  Vo  mitigate  taxation,  or  to  euw  the 
KpringH  of  iticlUHtry !  Not  at  all.  Three  millions  have  gone  an  a  gift  lo  the 
landed  and  clerical  interests,  and  the  rest  ha»  been  mopped  up,  together 
with  many  other  luillionH,  in  generally  incrcatwd  expenditure.  Uut  of  tliii> 
loHt  decoile  of  ten  years  we  Lilierals  are  responsible  for  three  yearx.  It 
will  be  well  to  see  how  we  stood  in  those  three  years.  In  our  three  years 
there  wa^  an  increase,  owing  to  the  addition  we  maile  to  the  strength  of  the 
Navy,  of  £'2,100,000,  but  we  left  the  expenditure  at  the  end  of  our  time, 
when  we  left  office,  at  £101,740,000.  Tliat  was  in  1805,  ami  last  year  it 
was  £117,640,000.  so  that  in  those  three  years  there  wax  an  aWlnte 
increase  of  £15,000,000,  or,  rouglily  speaking,  sixteen  millions  sterling." 

(1)  Hi.  OoBchfln  on  the  "Conditional"  Navy  Estimates. 

"Those  are  the  Estimates  as  they  stand,  looking  to  tlie  present 
situation.  But  an  international  conference  is  to  be  nssemhled.  Will  tlie 
deliberations  of  that  conference— will  the  action  of  other  nation;*  resulting 
from  that  conference— make  it  possible  for  us  to  diminish  or  modify  our 
programme  for  new  construction  while,  of  course,  maintMning  our  standanl 
and  not  altering  our  relative  position !  We  have  been  compelled  to  increase 
our  ex|)enditure  an  other  nations  have  increased  theirs,  not  taking  the  leail, 
not  pressing  on  more  than  they.  As  they  have  increased,  so  we  have 
increased.  1  have  now  to  state  on  behalf  of  her  Majesty's  Government 
tJiat  siiuilariy,  if  the  other  great  naval  Powers  should  be  prepared  to 
diminish  their  programmes  of  sfiiphuilding,  we  should  be  prepared  on  our 
side  to  meet  such  a  procedure  l>y  modifying  ours.  The  aiflieullief  of 
adjustment  are,  no  doubt,  immense,  hut  our  desire  that  the  conference 
should  succeed  in  lightening  the  tremendous  burdens  which  now  weigh 
down  alt  European  nations  is  sincere.  But  if  Europe  comes  to  no  agree- 
ment, and  if  the  lio|>es  entertained  by  the  Tsar  should  not  be  realised,  the 
programme  which  I  have  submitted  to  the  House  must  stand.  It  is 
constructed  on  the  basis  on  which  the  House  itself  has  always  expected  us 
to  rest  it.  11  is  the  lowest  which  can  be  justified  by  the  existing  expeiKli- 
ture  on  shiphuildinir  of  other  countries ;  it  is  the  lowest  by  which  we  ran 
secure  the  ol)ject»  mliicli  the  people  expect  of  the  Navy." 

(2)  Mr.  Ibodrick  on  the  Government's  Foreign  Policy. 

"  Our  foreign  policy  was  based  at  present,  not  upon  any  doubtful 
expressions,  but  upon  definite  aims.  The  first  of  those  aims  was,  an  thej 
all  knew,  defence,  not  expansion.  The  second  was  expansion  based,  not 
upon  any  desire  of  fruitless  aggression,  hut  upon  the  obligations  of  oar 
trading  rights,  and  such  expansion  as  was  necessary  to  defend  what  we 
had  alreaily  got.  Thirdly,  there  came  the  question  of  presen-ing  a  balance 
of  power  u)d  our  prestige,  which  were  dependent  upon  the  other  two. 
.  .  .  .  They  had  in  the  course  of  last  week  one  or  two  instances  of  the 
effect*  of  what  the  tiovernment's  policy  had  been.  They  had  liad  a  slight 
dift'erence  about  Muscat,  and  in  that  he  thought  it  had  been  made  perfectly 
clear  that,  while  Great  Britain  was  not  in  the  least  anxious  U>  take  any- 
thing which  Ijelonged  to  others,  or  which  belonged  to  France,  we  were  not 
in  the  least  willing  to  aliate  any  of  our  own  treaty  rights  in  those  regions. 
On  the  other  hand,  as  between  the  Powers  jointly  interested  in  Cllina,  it 
had  been  fonnd  posHible.  by  a  frank  and  friendly  interchange  of  view's,  to 
secure  a  concurrence  in  these  matters  of  difference,  and  to  secure  also  that 
we  should  have  our  share  in  the  development  of  China,  which  we  believed 
lo  l>e  not  in  the  interests  of  one  nation  only,  but  of  all." 
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SUrch    8.— Elland  (Yorks.,  W.R)  By-Electlon  consequent  on  the 

resignation  of  Mr.  T.  Wayman  (L). 

Mr.  Charlea  P.  Trevelyan  (L)        -         .     6,041 

Mr.  P.  8.  Foster  (C)     -         -         -         -     5,057—984 

Represent&tioQ  unchanged, 

1692.  189fi. 

Wayman  (L)    ■    -    5,497  I  Wayman  (L)-    -    -    5,387 

Hope(C)-     -     -     -     3,676  I  Clay  (C)  -     -     -     -     6.081 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire  on  Secondary  Edncation 
at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  National 
Association  for  the  Promotion  of  Technical 
and  Secondary  Education. 

„  9.— House  of  Lords.  Pariah  Churches  (Scotland) 
Sill.  Speeches  by  Lord  Balfour  and  Lord 
Tweedmoutb. 

House  of  Commons.  The  Navy  Estimates  — 
Annual  Statement  by  (1)  Mr.  Goschen. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Druffs  IfUl  read  a 
second  time  by  212  to  18  (majority  194). 
Speeches  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell  and  Mr. 
Bryce. 

Metropolitan  Water  Companies  BUI 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee.     Speech  by  Mr.  Chaplin. 

Telephonic  Communication  Bill  intro- 
duced by  Mr,   Hanbury  and  read  a  first  time. 

National  Liberal  Federation  Breakfast  to  Liberal 
Secretaries  and  Agents.  Speech  by  Sir  H. 
Campbell- ^annerman. 

„      10. — House  of  Lords.     Formal  sitting. 

House  of  Commons.  Supply.  Civil  Service 
Supplementary  Estimates-  Uganda.  The 
Gold  Coast.  The  School  for  Tropical 
Diseases.  The  West  Indies.  Speech  by 
Mr.  Chamberlain. 

Naval  Supplementary  Estimates. 

House  rose  at  7.20. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  at  Church  House 
on  Church  Defence. 

„    11.^(2)  Mr.  St  John  Brodrick  at  Cambridge  on  B'oreign 

Policy 
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(1)  Sir  Edward  Orey  on  China. 

"  The  renult  (>f  the  whole  matter  in  China  up  to  tlie  present  waa  tiial 
the  balance  of  naval  power  and  influence  at  I*ekin);  lind  been  modified 
greatly  t«  our  disadvantace  compared  with  what  our  position  waa  a  few 
yean>  ago.  It  wb£  found  tliat  our  Government  had  acquiesced  in  that 
modification.  Lilierals  did  not  blame  tliem  for  that,  because  it  was 
inevitable  ;  but  what  LiberaU  did  find  fault  with  was  that  the  Govcni- 
ntent  had  not  got  that  compensation  in  good  will  which  they  ouvht  to  have 
got  for  their  acquiescence.  Liberals  would  continue  to  hold  tlie  Govern- 
ment responsible  nntil  they  ba<i  given  the  country  the  plainest  proof  that 
they  hod  mode  Teal,  substantial,  consintcnt.  and  energetic  elforts  to  get  an 
nndetstanding  with  Russia  on  honourable  terms  and  had  failed.  He  hoped 
that  all  Libmals  wished  to  support  our  own  Government  in  difficulties 
abroad  whenever  the;  were  inevitable  and  inseparable  from  the  maint«n- 
ftnce  of  Britinh  trade  interests,  but  they  coula  not  pleilge  themselves  to 
support  the  Government  in  difficulties  so  long  as  they  were  led  to  believe 
those  difficulties  were  itiftii^ultien  into  whicii  thev  had  drifted,  and  which 
might  have  lieen  avoided  bad  they  shown  more  foresight  and  more  power 
of  plain  speaking  us  to  what  we  were  bound  to  maintain." 

(2)  Sir  Henry  Fowler  on  China. 

"Tlie  present  Government  decerved  the  most  tolerant  consideration, 
not  only  from  their  opj>onents,  but  from  the  counti?  at  large,  bat  he  held 
very  strongly  to  the  opinion  that  the  first  duty  of  Great  Uritain,  whether 
itfl  affaire  were  ailministered  by  a  Liberal  Government,  or  a  Tory  Govern- 
ment, or  a  Unionist  (iovemment,  was  to  maintain  and  sustAin,  develop  and 
create,  tlie  most  friendly  relations  with  tlie  ^reat  Empire  of  Russia. 
Great  Britain  and  Russia  were  the  two  great  Asiatic  Powers,  and  it  was 
much  to  the  interest  of  these  Powers,  as  it  was  to  the  interest  of  the  world 
at  large,  that  the  most  friendly  relations  should  e»ist  between  them.  They 
had  heard  a  great  deal  of  late  al)out  China  and  the  open  door,  which  never 
was  open,  but  was  either  ajar  or  shut.  They  heard  of  interferences  with 
their  trade,  their  righUi  and  treaties,  and  tiie  breaking  up  of  Ciiina,  and 
every  week  some  sensational  news  of  what  Russia  was  doing  in  Pekin. 
Asia,  he  thought,  was  large  enough  for  both  Russia  and  Great  Britain,  and 
their  interest  was  to  be  friendly  with  Russia  and  Russia's  to  he  friendly 
witli  them.  Russia  liad  done  a  great  deal  in  Asia  as  well  as  Great 
Britain.  God  only  knew  what  the  future  of  China's  Empire  waa  going  to 
be.  but  lie  was  certain  that  the  tnie  interests  of  those  two  Empires  was 
that  they  should  be  on  most  friendly  t«rniH  with  each  other,  to  develop 
their  trade  in  that  great  country,  and  not  to  be  jealous  of  and  r  '-  '- 
but  to  protect  and  pTnmot«  eacli  other's  interests. 

(3)  The  Duke  of  Devonahire  on  Home  Rule. 

"  There  was  a  time  when  the  Home  Rule  polic„ 
not  only  a  mischievous  policy,  but  one  which  liad  to  be  r<^rded  with  a 
certain  amount  of  alarm.  The  conviction  and  enthusiasm  of  Mr.  Gladstone, 
the  general  and  unex|)ected  acceptance  whicli  his  sudden  conversion  liad 
met  with  from  his  supporters,  and  the  plausibility  of  many  of  the  oreu- 
mentH  by  wiiich  Home  Rule  could  lie  supported,  made  it  appear  probable 
for  a  tune  that  this  great,  and,  as  we  thought.  <langeruns  experiment 
wonid  have  to  be  tried.  Now  we  are  able  to  view  the  Home  Rule  demand 
witll  no  alarm  or  apprehension  whatever ;  and  ite  i«ntinu©d  existence 
appears  to  me  in  many  ways  to  be  a  most  beneficent  and  useful  incident  in 
our  political  opposition.  Home  Rule  in  a  great  weight  round  the  necks  of 
our  opponents  wbicli  tbey  cannot  sbutflu  olT.  We  see  the  efforts  which 
many  of  them  make  to  relieve  themsehes  of  that  burden.  It  hampers  and 
weakens  tliem,  and  renders  them  powerless  in  many  other  directions. 
That  is  not  all.  The  continued  Home  Rule  policy  is  not  only  an 
embarrassment  to  them,  but  it  has  a  strcngtliening  and  vivifying  influence 
on  our  own  party.    1  believe  that  up  to  the  present  time  we  have  been  a 
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1899. 
March  13. — Housc  of  Lords.     Formal  sitting. 

House  of  Commoos.     Adjoumnaent  of  House  moved 
by  Mr.  Pritchard  Morgan  to  call  atWntion 
to   Great   Britain's  Support  of   Italian  demands 
in    China.       Motion   discussed   and    withdrawn. 
Speeches  by   Mr.   Brodrick,   Mr.  Courtney, 
and  Sir  Edward  Grey. 
Navy  Estimates.      Speeches  by  Sir  Ughtred 
Kay-Shuttteworth,    Mr.    Macartney,    and 
Mr.  Balfour. 
Home    Counties    Liberal    Federation  —  Annual 
Meetings  at  Reading.    Speech  by  (1)  Sir 
Edward   Grey   on   the  China   Question. 
.,     14.— House  of  Lords.    Secondary  Education  BUI 
introduced  by  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  and 
read  a  first  time. 

House  of  Commons.  South  Eastern  tmd 
London,  Chatham  and  JJover  Rail- 
way Companies  Bill  read  a  second  time 
by  288  to  82  (majority  206),  and  referred  to  a 
Hybrid  Committee.  Speeches  by  Mr.  BryCC 
and  Mr.  Ritchie. 

Small  Houses  {Acquisition  of  Owner- 
fthip)  JiiU  introduced  by  Mr.  Chamberlain 
and  read  a  first  time. 

Supply— Army  Estimates. 

(2)  Sir  Henry  Fowler  at  Wednesbury  on  Current 

Politics. 

„     l-i— House  of  Commons.    Mr,  Reckitt's  Petroleum 

Bill  refused  a  second  reading  by  244  to  159 

(majority  85).     Speech  by  Mr.  Jesse  Collings. 

Deputation  on  Tuberculosis  to  Mr.  Cbaplin  and  Mr. 

Long. 

»     16. — House  of  Lords.     Moneiflending  Bill  read  a 

second  time.      Speeches  by    Lord  Kimberley 

and  Lord  James  of  Hereford. 

The   Science   and    Art   Department  —  The 

Dismissal   of    Mr.    Weale.       Statement    by   the 
Duke  of  Devonshire. 
House  of  Commons.     Supply — The    Navy  Esti- 
mates. Speeches  by  Mr.  Edmund  RobcrtsoD 
and  Mr.  Macartney. 

(3)  The  Duke  of  Devonshire  on  Liberal  Unionism  to 

the  Liberal  Uaioaist  Council. 
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moflt  nnited  and  most  hamwniouM  party.  Still,  it  canoot  be  denied  that 
the  Unioniot  party  contunn  within  ititelf  men  of  very  varions  political 
ideas,  incluiliti};,  ai>  it  doet,  a  ntrong  Coimervalive  and  even  Tory  inllaence, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  men  of  advanced  Radical  opinions.  It  cannot  but 
be  that  froni  time  to  time  questionH  wilt  arine  which  moBt  canae  soms 
difference  of  view.  Bat  1>efore  these  tlifferenceH  ean  become  eerion*  I 
believe  that  the  1)ond  of  union  wliirli  uniteH  us,  or  rather  the  common 
antipathy  to  Home  Rule  and  it»  dreaded  conaequenceB,  and  the  determina- 
tion wliich  animatex  uk  not  a^in  to  go  through  the  experience  of  the  Home 
Rule  crimn  exercise  a  cementin;;  and  Honthin^  effect  which  is  of  the  greatest 
value  to  the  permanent  harmony  anil  good  working  of  our  party." 

And  on  an  Irish  Catholic  VniverBity. 

"  Mr.  Balfour  has  always  been  careful  to  expl^n  that  tlie  viewH  which 
he  entertains  on  tliis  subject  are  his  own  personal  opinions  :  that  the 
Uovernment  is  not  in  any  degree  pledged  by  any  declarations  which  he 
has  made.  I  think  1  may  say  there  are  many  niembers  of  the  present 
(iot-emment  who  feel  just  as  strongly  opposed  to  these  views  as  he  feels 
strongly  in  their  favour.  I  should  be  extremely  surprised  if,  during  the 
existence  of  the  present  Government,  any  practical  measure  dealing  with 
this  subject  is  brought  forwanl." 

(1)  Hr.  Dftvitt  OD  the  Irish  Question. 

"  The  Home  Rule  movement  at  the  preneiit  time  was  virtually  at  a 
standstill  owing  to  two  cause)*— first,  the  pernicious  consequences  of  con- 
tinued disunion  and  dissension,  and,  secondly,  the  temporary  inflnence  of 
the  Local  Uovernment  Act.  The  prolonged  dissension  was  a  crime  against 
Ireland  and  the  Nationalist  cause,  ft  ha<l  outgrown  the  evil  which 
produced  it,  and  there  was  no  longer  any  excuse  for  it.  The  other  influence 
in  a  measure  responsible  for  popular  apathy  in  Ireland  was  the  Local 
(iovemment  Act.  He  hail  not  been  a  thick  anil  thin  admirer  of  that 
measure,  which  was  not  pniweil  by  a  Toi^  Government  out  of  love  of  doing 
justice  to  Ireland.  On  the  contrary,  its  anthors  meant  it  to  be  a  mis- 
chievons  and  not  a  benehcial  force  in  the  national  life  of  Ireland." 

(2)  Ur.  CnumbetlAin  on  the  Transvaal. 

"  But  what  more  can  you  doT  There  are  certain  clear  cases  where  we 
can  intervene,  and  rightly  intervene,  in  Transvaal  alTairs.  In  the  first  place, 
we  may  intervene  if  there  is  any  breach  of  the  Convention  ;  but  it  is  not 
contended,  so  far  as  I  know,  tliat  any  of  these  things  to  which  my  hon. 
friend  refers  are  breaches.  There  is  no  doubt  we  should  have  the  usual 
right  of  interference  if  the  comity  of  nations  is  not  observed — that  is  to 
say,  that  the  treatment  of  British  subjects  in  the  Transvaal  was  of  >inch  a 
nature  as  would  give  us  the  right  to  interfere  as  to  the  treatment  of  British 
subjects  in  France  or  Germany.  When  we  have  been  asked  to  interfere, 
and  when  we  have  not  interfered,  it  has  been  because  we  liave  been  advised 
that  no  such  case  has  arisen  for  interference.  .  .  .  Then  there  is  only 
one  other  case^the  third  cjise— in  which  we  can  intervene,  and  it  is  tliis — 
we  can  undoubtedly,  having  regani  to  our  predoniinant  position  in  South 
Africa,  make  friendly  recommendations  to  the  Transvaal  for  the  benefit  of 
South  Africa  generally  and  in  the  interest  of  peace.  That  we  can  do :  but 
I  ilo  not  know  that  my  hon.  friend  would  suggest  that  tliis  would  he  a 
suitable  time  to  take  sucli  action.  We  did  do  it  at  the  time  of  the  raid, 
because  we  believed  that  President  Kmger  was  inclined  to  make  some 
concession  to  the  non-Boer  population.  But  nothing  has  occurred  since, 
and  nothing  has  reached  me  Mncc  as  to  the  tone  and  temj)er  of  the  Trans- 
vaal (iovemment  which  would  leail  me  to  believe  that  fnendly  sug|Witions 
of  that  kind  would  be  for  a  moment  effective.  Therefore,  under  the 
circumstances,  I  do  not  think  that  it  would  be  dignilied  or  expedient  to 
make  a  representation  which  would  receite  no  consideration." 
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March  16. — Deputation  oa  Railways   Regulation  Bill  to  Mr. 

Ritchie 
(1)  Mr.  Michael   Davitt   at  Glasgow  on  th«  Imb 
Question. 

North    Norfolk    By-Election    consequent    on    the 
elevation  to  the  Bench  o(  Mr.  A.  H.  Cozens- 
Hardy,  Q.C.  (L). 
Sir  W.  Brampton  Gurdon  (L)      -        -    4,779 
Sir  Kenneth  Kemp  (C)        -        -        ■    3,610—1,169 
Representation  unchanged. 
1892.  1696. 

Cozens-Hardj  (L)  -    4,561  I  Cozens-Hardy  (L)  -    4,264 
C3»tor  (C)  -    •    -    -    3,278  |  Kemp  (C)-    -    -    •    3,738 

Deputation    to    Mr.    Balfour    on    the    London 

Goverwment  Bill. 
„     17. — House  of  Lords.    Administration  of  the  Poor 

Law.     Speeches  by  Lord   Wemyss,   Lord 

Monkswell,  and  Lord  Harris. 
House  of  Commons.    Supply— Army  Estimates. 

Speeches  by  Sir  H.   Campbell- Bannerman. 

and  Mr.  G.  Wyadham. 
„      18.— Mr.    John    Dillon   at    Manchester   on    the    Irish 

Question. 

„     20.— House  of  Lords.    Uganda— Colonel  Macdooald's 
Expedition.    Speech  by  Lord  Salisbury. 

House  of  Commons.  Supply— Vote  on  Account 
The  Transvaal.  Speech  by  (2)  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain. The  Powers  and  China.  Speeches  by 
Mr.  J.  Walton.  Mr.  Brodrick,  and  Sh- 
Edward  Grey. 

DepuUtion  on  Sale  of  Food   and   Drugs  Bill  to' 
Mr.  Walter  Long. 
,      21.— House  of  Lords.    Supreme  Court  {AppeeUa) 
Sill  read  a  second  time. 

House  of  Commons.  The  London  Water  Ques- 
tion— several  Companies'  Bills  read  a  second 
time.  lAtndon  Water  {Welsh  Reaervoir 
and  Works)  Sill  refused  a  second  reading 
by  206  to  130  (majority  76). 
London  Government  Sill — Second  Read- 
ing Debate.  Speeches  by  Mr.  Herbert  Glad- 
Stone,  Mr.  Haldane,  and  Mr.  Sydney 
Buxtoa     {Set  page  147.) 
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W  Ui  H.  Oampbell-Bannennan  on  Political  Opportmmm. 

"But  the  most  solemn  of  our  menUinu  the  Dnke  of  Devombire.  He 
deDounced  you— that  is  to  iay,  he  denounced  me,  and  through  me  he 
meona  yon— he  denounced  me  aa  an  opportunut.  He  flings  a  very  long 
word  at  odt  head,  but  1  am  not  afraid  of  that  word.  On  the  coatnuy,  I 
accept  that  word,  and  I  will  tell  yoa  why  I  accept  it.  There  is  an 
opportunism  which  is  bad,  and  there  is  an  opportunism  which  is  good. 
It  is  the  good  variety  to  which  I  plead  gnilty  and  which,  indeed,  I 
not  only  acknowledge,  but  claim.  If  yon  want  to  know  what  ia  bad 
opportnnism  I  would  aak  yon  to  search  among  the  nations  of  the  world.  If 
yon  can  find  anywhere  a  Government  which  resta  upon  the  stmultaneons 
support  of  extreme  reaclionaries  and  of  some  advanced  Radicals  and  which 
has  to  please  them  the  one  after  the  other— a  Government  also  which 

S'  vea  subsidies  of  public  money  in  order  to  stifle  the  scmplee  of  powerfnl 
Eissea  and  intereets  in  the  conntry — if  yon  find  such  a  Government  aa  that 
anywhere,  that  is  a  Government  Miaea  on  opportunism  of  the  worst  and 
most  flagrant  kind.  Giood  opportunism,  on  the  other  liand,  is  nothing 
more  than  a  recognition  of  the  fact  that  we  may  do  harm  if  we  mah  at  a 
t^ing  which  is  momentarily  imposBible,  and  that  we  ought  to  watoh  for  the 
proper  time  and  the  proper  method  leet  we  shoold  do  more  harm  than  good 
to  the  cause  which  we  seek  to  serve.  It  ia  that  kind  of  opportunism  by 
which  most  of  the  good  tliat  has  been  done  in  the  world  niu  heen  done. 
Every  soldier  who  luiows  his  trade  is  an  opportunist.  So  is  every  seaman. 
battling  with  the  etementa,  every  engineer,  every  physician.  The 
Reformers  in  the  CImrcli,  if  we  retwn  our  old  respect  for  them,  which 
seems  to  be  doubtful,  they  were  opportunists.  The  tathers  of  the  Church, 
if  we  prefer  tliem,  were  apportuniat«.  The  founder?  of  the  Brittsli 
Constitution,  the  creators  of  the  great  Revolution  aettlement,  were 
eminently  opportunista,  and,  if  I  may,  I  wonld  point  higher  and  further 
back  to  the  supreme  example  of  all — the  example  of  a  man  who  wsa  a 
great  teacher,  a  profound  philosopher,  a  far-seeing  statesman,  a  consummate 
man  of  the  world,  and  wliose  authority  may,  i^tor  all,  not  be  invali- 
dated amongst  us  by  the  fa,ct  that  he  was  at  the  same  time  an  Apostle.  I 
speak  of  St.  PanI,  who  haa  recorded  for  the  use  and  encouragement  and 
example  of  all  who  came  aftor  him  a  sentence  which,  I  think,  ought  to 
dwelt  in  the  mind  of  every  public  man — '  All  things  are  lawful  unto  me, 
bnt  all  things  are  not  expedienL'" 

(2)  Lord  Ktmberley  on  the  Crisis  in  the  Church. 

"  I  am  not  going  to  criticise  now  the  proposal  which  has  been  made  l^ 
the  ArchUahops  or  the  poesibility  of  iU  snccees.  If  it  conduces  to  peace  in 
the  Church  1  shall  rejoice  as  much  as  anyone ;  but  this  I  am  certain  of, 
that  that  kind  of  denunciation  that  we  have  heard  from  the  noble 
viscount  of  the  conatituted  tribnnals  of  the  country,  which  are  the  law 
of  the  country,  will  nob  be  listoned  to  with  any  acquieecence  by  an; 
great  body  of  the  laity.  Be  it  aa  regards  the  Chnrch  or  the  State  the 
great  mass  of  Englishmen  are,  I  am  certain,  reaolved  that  the  law  of 
the  country  shall  prevail  on  all  occasions." 
{3)  Sir  H.  Camphell-BumemuuL  on  Scottish  Private  Bill  Procedure:, 

' '  There  was  a  strong  feeling  in  Scotland  for  a  local  inquii;,  and  he  was 
convinced  tliat  the  only  tribnnal  thnt  would  fulfil  the  two  condiUons,  which 
would  give  what  was  wanted  by  litigants  and  the  public  in  Scotland  and  at 
the  same  time  maintain,  not  onl^  the  traditionary  power,  but  the  eeeeotial 
and  wholesome  control  of  Parliament  over  these  matters,  waa  one  com- 
posed of  memben  of  Parliament.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  Government 
would  be  able  when  they  arrived  at  the  Committee  stage  to  practically 
carry  ont  that  change,  and,  if  they  did,  he  believed  that  tiie  feeling  of 
<^poeition  to  the  KIT  would  disi^pear.' 
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Mvch  21.— Internatiooal  Crusade  of  Peace  Confereace  at  St 
Martia's  Hall.  Meeting  at  Queen's  Hall. 
„  22. — House  of  Commons.  Consolidated  Fund 
(No.  1)  Bill — Discussion  on  Slavery  in  E^t 
Africa.  Speeches  by  Sir  Robert  Reld  and 
Mr.  Brodrick. 
Mr.  Lionel  Holland's  Old  Age  Pensions 
BUI  discussed.  Speeches  by  Mr.  Chamberlain 
and  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman.  {Set 
page  140). 

(1)  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Banaerman  at  the  National 
Liberal  Club  on  Government  Policy. 

Lord  James  of  Hereford  to  the  United  Club  on 
Current  Politics. 

„     23.— House  of  Lords.     The  Crisis  in   the   Church. 

Speeches  by  Lord  Portsmouth,  the  Bishop 

of  London,   Lord   Halifax,  and  (2)  Lord 

Kimberley. 
House   of    Commons.     London    Government 

£ifl— Second    Reading    Debate.     Speeches    by 

Mr.    Asquith,    Sir    R.     B.    Finlay,    Mr. 

Courtney,  and  Sir  E.  Clarke. 
Army  Annual  Sill  read  a  second  time. 
„     24.— House  of   Lords.      Ceylon  —  Statement  by  Lord 

Selbome. 

House  of  Commons.        Consolidated    Fund 
(Xo.  1)  BUI  read  a  third  time. 
London  Ctovemment  Bill  read  a  second 
time  by  245  to  118  (majority  127).     Speeches  by 
Sir    H.    Campbell-Bannerman    and    Mr. 
Balfour. 
Lord  James  of  Hereford  on  Current  Pohtics  to  the 
Liberal  Union  Club. 
„     27. — House  of  Lords.    Royal  Assent  to  the  Consolidated 
Fund  {No.  1)  Bill. 
House  of  Commons.    Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Bill  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Trade. 
Private  legislation  Procedure  (Scot- 
land) Bill  read  a  second   time.     Speeches  by 
Sir    R.   Reid,    Mr.    Graham-Murray,  and 
(3)  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman. 
n      28. — House   of    Commons.     Adjournment  for  the   Easter 
Recess.     Statementon  the  Railways  SeffU' 
laHon  Bill  by  Mr.  Ritchie. 
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THE   DIVISIONS    OF   THE    MONTH. 

March,  1899. 


A  record  of  the  more  importaat  divisions  for  the  month  of  March 


(The  votes  of  anjr  particular  member  in  the  foUowiog  divisions  can 
be  obtained  from  the  Liberal  Publication  Department  for  Is.  For  a 
fee  of  5a.  the  votes  in  the  principal  divisions  for  a  jear  can  be  obtained 
monthly.) 

[NoTK. — In  tte  following  litt  of  the  chief  divitiont  in  thtSoute  of  Common*, 
(ha  number  q/'  Wit  minority  (whtthtr  "  For  "  or  "  Agaitut ")  in  o  dimMum  t» 
aiwayiputfirttfor  the  take  of  coiiwiitenoe.  When  the  divition  ia  an  "official' 
one,  (i.e.)  lehen  the  Oovemment  or  OppotUion  Whip*  art  the  Tdler*,  the 
word  "For"  or  "Agaimt"  a*  the  eate  may  be,  i$  jriont  in  itojic*.] 


I. — Halp-Tihbrs  and  Eddcatioh. 
March  1st,  1899  {Division  ^o.  25).— On  the  Motion  for  the  second 
reading  of  Mr.  Robson's  Education  of  Children  Bill. 

Against,  61 ;  For  319. 

II. — Elkctrio  Fowrb  Distributioh. 
March  3rd,  1899  {Divition  JTo.  27).— On  the  Motion  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  General  Fower  Distributing  Company  Bill. 

For,  134  ;  Against,  165. 

III.— Army  Estimates. 

4  JTo.  38).— On  Mr.  Labouchere's  Motion 
in  the  Army  by  4,700  as  a  protest  against 
the  sums  spent  on  the  army. 

For,  56  ;  Agaimt,  190. 

IV. — Fbiharv    EonCATION, 
March    7th,    1899    {Division    JVo.    34).— On    Mr.    Lloyd-George's 
Motion : — 

"  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  sfsteni  of  Primary  Education  in 
England  and  Wales  inflicts  upon  a  lar^e  portion  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects  a 
serious  grievance  which  demands  the  immediate  attention  ot  Parliamsnt." 
For,  83  ;  Against,  206. 
V, — The  Skrvice  Franchise. 
March  8th,  1899  {Dtvieion  No.  35).— On  the  Motion  for  the  second 
reading  of  Sir  Blundell  Maple's  Service  Franchise  Bill. 

Against,  90;  For,  190. 
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VI. — SournERN  Railway  Amaloamatioit. 
Idarch   Htb,    1S99  {Di»i»ion  No.   41). — On    the  motion  for    the 
second  reading  of  the  South  Eastern  and  London,  Chatham,  and  Dover 
Railway  Companies  Bill. 

Against,  84  ;  For,  289. 
VII.— Low-FiABH  Oil. 
Mareh  15th,   1899    {Divitwn  No.   43).— On   the  Motion  for  the 
secood  reading  of  the  Petroleum  Bill. 

For,  161 ;  Against,  246. 

VIII. — LoNDOif  Water  Bill. 
March  21st,  1899  (Divinon  No.  66).— On  the  Motion  foi  the  second 
reading  of    the  London  Water  (Welsh  Reservoirs  and  Works)  Bill, 
promoted  by  the  London  County  Council. 

For,  132;  Against,  208. 
IX. — London  Govbrnmbnt  Bit^ 
March  24th,  1899  {Ditntvm  No.  70).— On    Mr.     Herbert    Glad- 
stone's Amendment: — 

"  That  no  Bill  dealing  with  the   Local   Govammeot  of  the   Hetropolis 
.  be  satisfaotoiy  which,  while  diatut""' "     "'  .  -f   . 

plify  and  complete  it,  and  which  at  t) 
the  attainment  of  the  miity  of  London." 


For,  120;  Against,  246. 


THE   RUSSIFICATION    OF  FINLAND. 


Bv  Dh.  SPENCE  WATSON. 


{From  the  Newcastle  Daily  Leader.) 
The  Leader  has  shown  such  a  sympathetic  interest  with  the 
Finnish  people  in  the  great  wrongs  which  are  being  done  to  them  that 
I  think  you  will  allow  me  to  say  a  word  or  two  on  the  subject.  For  a 
long  time  past  I  have  been  receiving  letters  from  Finland  itself,  either 
directly  or  tbrou|;h  friends,  and  the  Society  of  Friends  of  Russian 
Freedom,  over  which  I  have  the  honour  to  preside,  has  constantly 
published  the  facte  relating  to  the  crime  which  ia  being  committed  by 
the  Russian  Government  against  the  moat  advanced  and  most  loyal 
portion  of  its  subjects. 

The  Constitution,  which  was  aworn  to  by  Alexander  the  First  in 
1809,  when  Finland  was  absorbed  by  Russia,  and  which  has  been 
confinned  by  an  oath  by  every  emperor  since,  is  now  being  ruthlessly 
set  aside.  Under  that  Constitution,  which  gave  to  Finland  an  unusual 
amount  of  self-government,  it  has  made  extraordinary  progress.  It  is 
A  Und  in  which  nature  presents  special  and  most  difficult  problems. 
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Of  all  others  it  is  one  where  the  damp  aod  bleak  climate  would  justify, 
according  to  old-faahioned  and  erroneous  notions,  an  unusual  con- 
sumption of  spirituous  liquors.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  the  meet 
striking  instance  in  the  world  of  how  wisely  democratic  leg^ation,  in 
harmony  with  the  serious  views  of  the  majority  of  the  people,  and 
faithfully  carried  into  execution,  can  effect  great  social  reform.  There 
has  been  no  attempt  to  enforce  uniformity  of  practice^  but  Finland 
has  become  the  soberest  and  best  governed  country  in  the  civilised 
world.  In  every  department  it  has  made  extraordinary  prograes. 
All  other  lands  may  learn,  and  are  slowly  learning,  from  the  splendid 
methods  of  education  which  it  has  univeraaJly  adopted.  Ito  system  of 
agricultural  schools  is  far  beyond  anything  we  have  yet  begun  to 
dream  of  here.  The  people  are  loyal  and  law-abiding.  Yet  for  years 
past  the  immense  success  of  its  self-government  would  seem  to  have 
awakened  the  jealousy  and  anger  of  the  Bussian  bureaucrats,  and 
they  have,  little  by  little,  endeavoured  to  substitute  their  own  despotic 
methods  for  the  free  Qovermnent  which  was  to  them  a  ooostaot 
reproach. 

This  year,  the  Czar,  regardless  of  the  fact  that  he  has  sworn  to 
preserve  the  constitution  of  Finland  inviolate,  has  issued  a  manifesto 
which  the  people  of  that  unhappy  land  feel  to  he  the  death  doom  of 
their  liberties.  A  letter,  which  reached  me  indirectly  during  the  last 
week,  says  : — "  By  the  manifesto  of  the  Czar  of  last  February  15th, 
the  constitution  of  Finland,  our  most  precious  national  treasure,  is 
being  annihilated,  and  our  existence  as  a  free  nation  crushed.  Though 
the  Czar,  like  his  forefathers,  has  sworn  to  keep  our  Constitutional 
laws  unde&led,  he  has  broken  his  word.  Hitherto,  the  Czar's  power 
concerning  Finland  was  limited  by  our  Senate  (Government),  and 
Landtag  (Parliament),  but  from  bence  Russian  depotism  is  going  to 
rule  ua  instead  of  our  Finnish  laws.  This  will  be  the  ruin  of  our 
poor  country,  which,  under  self-government,  bos  been  prospering  in  all 
manners.  Finland  is  in  despair,  especially  as  we  may  not  utter  a 
single  word  in  our  defence.  The  newspapers,  by  utterly  severe 
'  censure,'  are  condemned  to  silence.  As  an  example  I  will  quote  the 
following.  A  paper  exhorting  the  people  to  pray  for  our  country  was 
not  allowed  to  appear  before  the  '  dangerous '  article  was  left  away. 
Kot  a  groan  of  despair  may  arise  from  the  ranks.  Fancy  what  that 
means,  where  our  existence  as  a  nation  is  murdered  bit  by  bit,  and  not 
to  be  able  to  give  an  utterance  to  our  feelings !  We  are  asking  why 
this  cruel  injustice  should  be  done  to  us,  who  always  have  been  the 
Czar's  most  loyal  and  obedient  subjects,  never  giving  the  Elmperora 
Any  cause  for  displeasure.  Among  other  changes,  he  intends  to  reform 
our  military  system  in  a  way  that  will  be  an  unbearable  burden  to  our 
country.  For  instance,  the  service  will  last  five  years  instead  of  the 
present  three,  and  the  number  of  soldiers  will  be  greatly  increased. 
This  will  simply  ruin  our  poor  country,  especially  as  our  soldiers, 
against  our  laws,  will  be  sent  to  serve  in  Russia.  The  lack  of  labourers 
in  our  so  little  populated  country,  and  the  money  which  could  have 
been  used  for  the  enlightening  and  education  of  the  people,  must  now 
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be  spent  to  ben«fil;  the  '  Armed  PeKce.'  Oh,  if  mighty  England  wonld 
help  OS,  not  with  army  and  navy,  but  with  moral  support  and  by 
influencing  public  opinion  !  Our  state  seems  utterly  hopeless.  My 
heart  is  aching  for  my  poor  country,  and  I  should  like  to  shout  out  to 
all  the  civilised  nations  what  a  cruel  injustice,  or  rather  crime,  is  being 
committed  towards  a  nation  which  has  hitherto  lived  its  happy,  lawful, 
and  peaceful  life  under  the  sceptre  of  the  Emperor,  our  Qrand  Uuke." 
Although  many  of  ua  fully  recognise  that  the  Czar's  other  mani- 
festo, over  which  we  have  been  rejoicing,  may  be  called  an  international 
matter,  and  the  manifesto  of  February  15th  a  domestic  one,  we  cannot 
bnt  feel  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  strong  and  firm  expression  of  the 
sympathy  of  our  country  with  this  people  who  are  being  so  unjustly 
treated.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  write  as  though  we  were  ourselves 
immaculate.  The  majority  of  English  voters  have  denied  to  Ireland 
the  rights  of  self-government.  We  have  allowed  one  of  our  colonies  to 
break  faith  with  a  subject  people,  and  to  sell  them  into  slavery.  We 
have  little  cause  for  self -righteousness  in  these  matters,  but  all  who 
have  any  belief  whatever  in  the  brotherhood  of  men  as  preached  by 
Jeaus  Christ,  must  speak  out  wherever  and  whenever  they  see  their 
fellow-men  being  wrongly  treated.  It  is  the  only  way  in  which  they 
can  deliver  their  souls. 


NOTES   AND    FIGUEES. 

The  death  of  Lord  Herschell  is  at  once  a 
Thb  Death  of  great  loss  to  the  nation  and  to  the  Liberal 
Lord  Hebschbll.  party.  The  estimation  in  which  his  services 
were  held  by  the  country  is  sufficiently  proved 
by  the  fact  that  hia  death  took  place  whilst  he  was  abroad  aa  the 
President  of  the  Anglo-American  Commission,  and  that  he  had  under- 
taken this  work  at  the  request  of  a  Qovernment  composed,  of  course, 
of  his  political  opponents.  Sot  is  it  necessary  to  insist  upon  the 
distinguished  place  which  he  held  in  the  councils  of  the  Liberal 
party.  As  Liberal  member  for  Durham  from  1874  to  1S86,  as 
SoUcitor-General  from  1880  to  1886,  as  Lord  Chancellor  in  1886 
and  from  1892  to  1895,  he  successively— as  Mr.  Herschell,  Sir  Farrer 
Herschell,  and  Lord  Herschell — rendered  services  which  will  not 
easily  be  forgotten,  and  which  make  it  certain  that  it  will  he  difficult 
to  fill  the  gap  caused  by  his  premature  death  at  the  comparatively 
early  ^;e  of  61. 
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Opportunity  was  taken  io  the  House  of  Lords  on  March  2iid 
of  referring  to  his  death.  Ixird  Salisbury  gave  a  generous  tribute  to 
the  "  very  great  public  servant "  and  the  "  very  eminent  public  man  " 
who  had  died  abroad  whilst  in  the  service  of  his  country : — 

"My  lords,  of  course  to  us  the  loss  is  almoHt  irreparable.  His  many 
peculiar  abilities  enabled  him  to  fill  a  place  which  others  could  not  fill.  Ha 
enjoyed  a  width  and  grasp  of  stateamanship  with  a  profound  and  brilliant 
knowledge  of  the  law,  and  he  was  well  acquainted  with  diplomatic  conditions 
and  practised  them  with  singular  aucceaa.  His  great  popularity,  especially 
his  jwpularity  with    our   kindred  race  on  the   other   side   of  the   Atlantic, 

eiinted  him  out  for  the  duties  which  he  was  so  willing  at  great  sacrifice  and 
tMur  to  undertake.  It  is  hardly  for  me  to  apeak  of  his  other  distinguished 
qualities  in  a  House  of  so  many  lawyers.  I  need  not  point  out  hia  qualities 
as  one  of  the  most  remarkable  lawyers  of  his  day,  whoae  deeiaiona  men  in 
the  future  will  look  back  upon  with  admiration.  I  need  not  tell  your  loid- 
ships  of  hia  appearances  in  this  House,  of  his  courtesy  in  debate,  of  his 
dialetical  skill,  of  hia  vast  erudition,  and  of  the  great  infiuenoe  wbich  be 
exercised  alike  upon  friends  and  foes.  I  can  only  express  what  all  youi 
lordships  will  be  quick  to  follow  me  in  expressing — our  deep  seoae  of  the  loss 
we  have  austained  and  our  regret  that  we  have  parted  from  a  bright  intellect, 
from  a  personally  fascinating  influence  which  all  of  us  for  many  yeara  have 
felt  and  will  long  cherish." 

Lord  Eimberley  aa  an  old  political  colleague,  and  Lord  Halsbury  as 
an  old  legal  colleague,  expressed  their  sense  of  the  loss  sustained  by 
Lord  Herschell's  dfeath,  whilst  Lord  James  of  Hereford  said  : — 

*  "I  hope  you  will  pardon  me  adding  a  few  words.  I  speak  under  rather 
peculiar  circumstances.  I  had  opportunities  of  judging  of  Lord  Herschell's 
great  qualitiee  which  fow  men  had.  We  served  as  law  ofBoera  of  the  Crown 
together  for  some  five  years.  We  served  under  circumstances  of  a  peculiar 
character.  Our  labours  were  severe,  and  I  recollect  with  gratitude  how 
generous  woa  the  conduct  of  Lord  Herschellin  bearing  the  greater  share  of 
those  labours.  During  that  period  I  learnt  to  know  how  great  was  the  area 
of  hia  knowledge,  how  strong  and  discerning  were  his  pw^eptive  faculties, 
and  with  what  a  true  and  just  judgment  he  always  determined  every 
question  that  came  before  him.  This  Home  may  thank  him  for  his  labours, 
but  the  public  are  sure  to  rec<^iae  how  well  he  deserved  thanks.  In  one 
of  the  last  interviews  I  had  with  Lord  Herschell  he  told  me  of  the  claim 
that  had  been  made  on  his  aervicea  by  the  Prime  Minister  to  represent  this 
country  under  circumstances  of  great  delicacy.  At  the  same  time  he  told 
me  of  his  aystem  overwrought,  and  how  weary  and  worn  he  was,  how  he 
was  looking  forward  to  a  long  period  of  rest  and  repose  with  those  who  were 
very  near  and  dear  to  him  ;  out  be  turned  aside  from  that  prospect  of 
restoration  to  health,  and  cast  not  one  liiigering  look  upon  it  in  order  that 
he  might  do  hia  duty  to  his  country.  Under  theae  circumstances  surely 
his  fnends  will  be  proud  of  the  rocolleotion  of  the  true  friendship  they 
enjoyed,  and  not  only  your  lordships  but  the  whole  country  ought  ta  be 
grateful  to  him  for  the  work  he  did. 

It  should  be  added  that  the  remains  of  Lord  Herschell  were  brought 
from  America  in  one  of  her  Majesty's  war-ahipe,  and  that  a 
raemorial  service  was  held  at  Westminster  Abbey  on  March  21st, 
whea  an  exceedingly  large  and  representative  congregation  assembled 
to  show  their  respect  for  the  dead  ex-Chaacellor. 
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After   Harrow    we   may   once   again    con- 

Thb  veniently  take  stock  of  the  electoml  situation. 

Bt-Elbctions.         First  we  consider  those  seats  which  have  been 

contested  at  the  by-elections.  Since  the  General 

Ejection  of  1895  there  have  been  in  all  (excluding  Ireland)  49  such 

conteatA.     The  reaolt  in  seats  may  be  shown  in  the  following  way  : — 

1892 {cll       Lmaj.S. 

1895 j^  l^       Cmaj.  9. 

By-elections      ...      ^  n  01        ^  °"^j'  ^■ 

So  far,  therefore,  as  seats  are  concerned,  the  Liberal  party  has  not 
only  improved  enormously  on  the  1895  result,  which  resulted  in  a 
Conservative  victory,  but  is  better  oS  than  in  1892 — a  year  of 
Liberal  triumph. 

The  result  in  votes  is  equally  encouraging — as  will  be  seen  from 
the  following  tables.  We  have  not  included  (1)  Aberdeen  (since  there 
the  contest  was  between  a  Liberal  and  an  LLP.  candidate),  (2) 
Chertaey,  {^)P'ter»field,  (4)  Brightside.  (5)  Maidstone,  (6)  Wokingham, 
(7)  Wea  Stafford,  (8)  Ea*t  Herlfordihire,  (9)  Rolhsrham,  (10)  Hythe, 
(11)  Barrow  (since  these  eleven  constituencies  were  not  fought  at 
both  the  General  Elections  of  1892  and  1895),  and  (12)  South  Wolver- 
hampton (which  until  this  year  had  never  been  polled).  The  votes 
polled  by  third  candidates  are  not  reckoned,  whilst  at  Southampton, 
Halifax,  Plymouth,  and  York,  four  double-membei'ed  constituencies, 
the  party  vote  is  got  by  taking  the  average  vote  of  the  two  candidates 
standing  in  the  same  interest.  First  of  all  we  give  the  summarised 
vote  results,  still  confining  ourselves  to  seats  where  a  comparison  can 
be  made  between  the  by-elections  and  the  last  General  Election  : — 

1892.  1895.  By-elections. 

Liberal  Vote  ...     151,982  147,185       ...       166,171 

Conservative  Vote ...     140,509       ...       155.994       ...       153,660 

Majority  ...  L  11,473       ...       C  8,809       ...     L  12,511 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  point  out  that  the  position  of  the  IJberal 
party  is  not  as  good  yet  as  it  was  in  1885,  but  taking  the  37  seats 
contested  (1)  in  1885,  (2)  in  1892,  and  (3)  in  by-elections  since  1893, 
we  have : — 

1883  1892  By-elections. 

Liberal  Vote  ...     181,935       ...       181.920       ...       202,149 

Conservative  Vote ...     150,662       ...       177,618       ...       192,261 

Majority  ...L  31,273      ...       L  4,302       ...       L  9,888 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  Liberal  party  is  very  much  better  ofi 
than  in  1892— a  year  of  Liberal  triumph— though  not  as  yet  up  to 
the  very  high  water  mark  of  1885. 
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By  the  great  conitesy  of  the  proprietors  of 
Old  Aok  Pensions.  Punch  we  are  enabled  this  month  to  reproduce 
the  cartoon  printed  on  the  opposite  page ;  it 
needs  no  added  comment  of  our  own — it  speaks  for  itself.*  The- 
Rubject  of  Old  Age  Fenaions,  however,  has  recently  received 
an  interesting  development,  since  (on  March  32nd)  Mr.  Lionel 
Holland  (in  the  absence  through  illness  of  Sir  Fortescue  Planner^) 
moved  the  second  reading  of  an  Old  Age  Pensions  Bill  (for  provisions 
see  page  180).  Mr.  Chamberlain  made  an  important  speech.  Thanks 
to  the  Government's  own  arrangement  of  the  time  of  the  House  there 
was  not  time  for  the  Bill  to  be  discussed,  but  there  is  to  be  a  Select 
Committee  appointed  "  immediately  after  Easter "  to  try  and  devise 
the  scheme  which  up  to  now  Mr.  Chamberlain  (despite  his  promises) 
has  not  produced  or  succeeded  in  inventing.  Mr.  Chamberlain  now 
deprecates  making  the  question  "an  instrument  of  political  contro- 
venij."  All  that  this  means  is  that  having  extracted  from  it  as  much 
of  party  advantage  as  he  possibly  can,  he  desires  to  cover  up  his 
failure  and  inability  to  redeem  his  promises  by  saying  that  it's  a  non- 
party question.     Here  is  hb  record  up  to  date:— 

1.  April  ilh,  1894.— Voted  for  an  Old  Age  Pensions  Bill,  not 
becAQBe  he  approved  all  its  details,  bat  because  he  could  not  conscien- 
tioosly  lose  a  chance  of  supporting  the  sacred  principle  involved  in  it. 

2.  Stpl«mber  5(A,  1894.— Attacked  the  Liberal  Government  (at 
Liverpool)  for  having  (as  he  declared)  voted  agninst  Old  Agn  Pensions 
by  not  assenting  to  second  reading  of  this  particular  Bill. 

3.  October  IIM,  1894. — Old  Age  Pensions  deliberately  includod  in 
the  Social  Programme,  promulgated  urbi  el  orbi  at  Birmingham. 

4.  July  12(4,  1895.— Said  in  the  course  of  the  General  Election,  at 
Hanley  :  "  My  proposal  is  so  simple  that  anyone  can  understand  it." 

5.  Junt  26(A,  1896, — Subject  found  to  be  "  most  complicated,"  and 
Mr.  Chamberlain,  now  Colonial  Secretary,  said  that  he  never 
"  promised  "  anything. 

6.  January  llth,  1897. — Everything  must  "necessarily  await" 
report  of  Old  Age  Pensions  Commission. 

7.  January  ZQlh,  1897.— Mr.  Chamberlain  explains  to  a  Romford 
elector  that  he  never  "  promised  "  Old  Ago  Pensions  ;  all  he  did  was 
to  "advocate  a  proposal  to  assist  the  poorer  classes  to  obtain   them 

. " ! 

8.  March  23rrf,  1898.— Mr.  Chamberlain's  Government  oppose  the 
second  reading  of  the  very  same  Old  Age  Pensions  Bill  for  which  Mr. 
Chamberlain  voted  in  1894. 

9.  July,  1898.~The  Old  Age  Pensions  Committee  at  last  reporta, 
says  that  nothing  can  be  done,  and  that  nothing  need  be  done,  if  the 
workmen  will  only  trust  to  "  prudence,  self-reliance,  and  self-denial." 

10.  July  Wth,  1898.— All  that  Mr.  Chamberlain  can  say  is  that 
"the  resources  of  civilisation  "  are  not  exhausted. 
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11.  Februart/,  1399. — Mr.  Ghainberlaiii  declares  that  be  ia  too 
much  "  occupied "  at  the  Colonial  Office  to  discuss  Old  Age  Pension 
echemes. 

12.  M^aroh  22nd,  1S99. — Mr.  Chamberlain  admits  that  the  only 
chance  of  doing  anything  is  to  appoint  a  Select  Committee.  If  it 
tinds  an  Old  Age  Pension  scheme,  Mr.  Obamberlain  wilt  claim  the 
credit  for  it ;  if  it  fails  to  do  so,  Mr.  Chamberlain  will  say  that  the 
Liberals  are  equally  responsible  for  the  failure. 


Mb^    nH»MRERt.Aiv  ^'-  Chamberlain's  theory  now  ia  that  at 

MR.    UHAMBBRLAIN     ^^  j^^  Qenwal  Election  it  was  the  Liberal 
Oli^age  Pensions.     P^^ty_*ho  "  promised  "  Old  Age  Pensions.    He 

"  Hon.  members  oppotite,  many  of  them,  at  all  events,  are  under  the 
impression  that  this  question  of  old-age  pensions  was  invented  by  the 
UnionUt  party  at  the  laat  general  election  in  order  to  gain  votes,  and  that 
those  votes  ware  gained  at  the  expense  of  the  party  which  was  too  houeat 
to  make  promises  which  it  could  not  carry  out.  All  I  have  to  say  is  that 
that  is  a  ridiculous  hallucination.  Why,  at  thelaaC  general  election,  and  not 
only  at  the  last  general  election,  members  of  both  pirties  dealt  with  the 
matter  in  their  speeches  and  in  their  addresses,  and  they  must  properly 
alluded  to  it.  .  .  .  But  when  it  comes  to  saying  that  the  Unionist  party 
gained  votes,  why,  I  suppose  it  is  a  matter  of  common  sense  which  party 
would  be  likely  to  Rain  votes  in  a  case  of  this  kind.  Surely  the  party  which 
promised  most.  Which  party  proinised  moat  ?  Well,  at  the  time  of  the 
Kenentl  election  a  le^ue  was  started  called  the  National  Old-Age  Pension 
Lea|[ue,  and  the  membership  of  that  league  was  almost,  if  noc  entirely, 
confined  to  membora  of  the  party  cjppoaite.  The  president  ot  it  was  Sir  J. 
Kitson,  who  at  that  time,  or  shortly  before,  was  president  of  the  National 
liberal  Association,  and  among  the  meinberH  were  the  hon.  member  for 
Ilkeston,  the  hon.  member  for  Leicester,  both  sitting  on  the  front  bench 
opposite,  and  many  other  members  whom  I  sue  before  me.  What  did  that 
league  promise  1  Remember  it  is  the  only  league  which  ia  in  any  dutree 
official  and  entitled  to  represent  the  views  of  the  party  opposite.  This 
league  promised  a  pension  of  5a.  a  week  to  everybody  over  sixty  years  of 
age — that  is  to  say,  they  promised  to  spend  34  millions  a  year,  and,  to 
prove  that  they  were  in  earnest,  they  not  only  promised  to  spend  this  sum, 
but  they  told  their  constituents  how  they  were  going  to  get  the  money. 
They  were  going  to  get  the  34  millions  a  year  by  disendowing  the  English 
Church.  Now  nobody  can  pretend  that  anybody  on  this  side  promised  that, 
and  therefore,  if  promises  gained  viites,  I  congratulate  the  party  opposite  on 
having  been  at  all  events  more  successful  than  we  were  in  the  matter.  As 
Car  as  I  know — and  I  fancy  I  know  more  about  this  than  some  hon.  members 
opposite,  for  1  have  given  months  and  months  to  the  study  of  every  detail 
ol  the  question,  and  I  gave  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  the  addresses  of 
hon.  members  on  the  subject,  and  have  even  abstracted  and  taken  out 
pass<^;es  that  were  of  particular  interest — I  am  not  aware  of  anybody  on 
this  side  who  made  any  definite  promise  of  that  kind." 
Well,  what  are  the  facts  T 

(1)  That  the  Tory  party,  through  its  leaders,  was  definitely 
committed  to  legislate  on  Old  Age  Pensions — we  do  not  say  to  a 
universal  scheme — but  (say)  to  the  "  so-simple"  scheme  mentioned  at 
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Hanley  in  Joly,  1895.  Mr.  Cbambei^an),  the  "  spokeBman,"  put  Old 
Age  Pensions  ia  his  programme,  which  was  definitely  approved  by 
Lord  Salisbary. 

(2)  Individual  Liberals  said  that  they  were  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Booth's  scheme — the  universal  one.  Aa  a  party  the  Liberal  party  was 
committed  to  nothing — not  because  in  principle  Liberals  do  not 
approve  of  Old  Age  Pensions  but  because  they  had  as  a  party  no 
detinite  scheme  to  offer.  If  yon  invite  a  man  to  dinner,  it  is  not 
sufficient  to  approve  of  eating  "  in  principle."  The  man  who  was 
invited  to  vote  for  the  Tory  "  and  Old  Age  FenaionB  "  was  "  so  simple  " 
as  to  imagine  that  when  Mr.  Chamberlain  talked  about  a.  "  scheme  " 
he  meant  something  definite  which  Mr.  Chamberlain,  if  returned  to 
power,  would  carry  through.     Yet  now  he  says  (March  27th) ; — 

"  I  think  we  are  now  well  acquainted  with  all  the  facts,  and  what  are 
now  wanted  are  practical  recoraroendationfi." 

Again,  in  writing  to  say  he  would  not  attend  a  conference  at  Birming- 
ham (March  18th)  :— 

"  While  most  persons  are  ^p»od  as  to  the  greatness  of  the  evil  with 
which  we  have  to  deal,  there  ia  a  marked  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  lines 
on  which  a  remedy  can  be  found.  Any  dmcussion  which  is  calculated  to 
throw  any  light  on  this  important  question  will  be  most  valuable." 
Everybody  hopes  that  a  satisfactory  Old  Age  Pension  scheme  will  be 
found,  but  the  use  mode  of  the  subject  by  Mr.  Chamberlain,  in  order 
to  help  win  the  last  General  Election,  cannot  bo  extenuated  by'his  plea 
now  that  he  wants  party  politics  kept  out  of  it. 


Atr.  Chamberlain  has  brought  in  a  Bill  for 
The    "No-hoose"     providing  workmen  with  small  houses,  but  it 
Policy.  seems  part  of  the  accepted  creed  of  Toryism  in 

some  of  the  rural  parts  of  England  to  try  and 
prevent  Liberal  candidates  having  any  houses  at  al).  Mr.  S.  F.  Isitt 
is  the  Liberal  candidate  for  North  Dorset,  and  speaking  at  Milton 
Abbas,  near  Blandford  (as  reported  in  the  Weilem  Chronicle  of  March 
24th),  he  referred  to  the  difficulty  he  had  experienced  in  getting  a 
house  in  the  division.  He  said  that  he  had  made  proposals  for  four 
houses  and  only  within  the  lost  three  or  four  weeks  be  had  made  the  last 
proposal.  He  hod  at  home  a  letter  in  which  it  was  set  out  very  clearly 
that  a  house  would  not  be  let  to  him  because  he  was  the  future  Liberal 
candidate ;  the  houses  were  owned  in  many  cases  by  Tories,  and  in 
this  particular  case  it  was  owned  by  a  Tory.  They  refused  with  one 
band  to  let  him  a  house  and  on  the  other  hand  blackguarded  him 
behind  his  back  because  he  had  not  got  one!  This  is  a  development  of 
Tory  electioneering  which  should  not  be  overlooked.  Similar  things 
have  happened  before  now  in  connection  with  Liberal  vans,  where 
those  in  charge  of  them  have  found  difficulty  in  obtaining  accommoda- 
tion in  country  inns  where  the  proprietors  thought  that  to  entertain  a 
liberal  propagandist  would  be  to  make  them  the  suspects  of  "  those  in 
authority"  in  the  village. 
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The  Nile  Convention  (or,  as  it  b  officially 

Tbe  Nile  styled,  "  a  declaralioc  relative  to  the  British 

Convention.  and    French    Rpherea   of   influence   in  Centra] 

Africa")    was  signed  by   Lord  Salisbury  and 

M.  Paul  Cambon  in  London  on  March  '21st.     By    it  Great   Britain 

engages  not  to  acquire  either  teiTitory  or  political  influence  to  the 

west  of  the  line  of    frontier  (marked    "  Nile    Convention "    in   map 

opposite),  and  the  Government  of  the  French  Republic  engages  not 

to  acquire  either  territory  or  political  influence  to  the  east  of  the  same 

line.      The  Convention  aids  : — 

"The  line  of  frontier  shall  start  from  the  point  where  the  boundai7  be- 
tween the  Congo  Free  State  and  French  territory  meets  the  vntRr- parting 
between  the  watershed  of  the  Nile  and  that  of  the  Cont;o  and  ica  atHuentii. 
Itahatl  follow  in  principle  that  water-parting  up  to  its  intersectiun  with  the 
nth  parallel  of  north  latitude.  From  this  point  it  nhall  be  drawn  as  far  as 
the  16th  parallel  io  such  manner  ba  to  separate,  in  principle,  the  Kingdom 
of  Wadai  from  what  constituted  in  1882  the  Province  of  Darfur  ;  but  it  shall 
in  no  case  be  so  drawn  as  to  pass  to  the  west  bejond  the  21st  degree  of 
li>agitude  cast  of  Greenwich  (18°  40'  east  uf  Paris),  or  to  the  east  beyond  the 
23rd  dt^ree  of  longitude  east  of  Greenwich  (20"  40'  east  of  Paris). 

"It  is  understood,  in  principle,  that  to  the  north  of  the  15th  parallel  the 
French  zone  shall  be  limited  to  the  north-east  and  east  by  a  line  which  shall 
BtAtt  from  the  point  of  intersection  of  the  Tropic  of  Cancer  with  the  16th 
degree  of  longitude  east  of  Greenwich  (13°  40'  east  of  Paris),  shall  run 
thencA  to  the  south-eatst  until  it  meets  the  24th  degree  of  longitude  east  of 
Greenwich  (21°  40'  oast  of  Paris),  and  shall  then  follDW  the  24th  degree 
antil  it  meets,  to  the  north  of  the  16th  parallel  of  latitude,  tbe  frontier  of 
Dtufur  as  it  shall  eventually  be  hxed." 

Tbe  effect  of  that  is  this : — France  acknowledges  that  the  Nile 
Valley  is  entirely  outside  her  political  influence.  She  will  withdraw 
her  posts  in  the  Bahr-el-Qhazal,  and  recognises  Darfur  as  belonging 
to  tbe  Nile  Valley.  On  the  other  hand,  she  secures  a  free  hand  in  the 
States  round  Lake  Chad,  Kanem,  Bagirmi,  and  Wadai ;  and  is  free 
at  her  leisure  to  link  together  her  Algerian  and  Tunisian  possessions 
with  those  in  the  Western  Soudan,  and  these  again  with  the  Congo 
and  Ubangi  possessions. 

The  new  Convention  further  arranges  for  a  zone  of  "equality  of 
commercial  treatment "  {see  shaded  portion  of  map  opposite).  This  zone 
is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  14°  20'  and  on  the  south  by  tbe 
5°  latitude;  and  its  limits  are  the  Nile  on  the  east,  and  14°  20'  east 
longitude  on  tbe  west.  The  general  efiect  will  be  to  establish  a  zone 
of  free  trade  between  the  two  nations  in  the  heart  of  Africa.  The 
French  will  have  free  commercial  access  to  and  from  the  Nile  ;  aad 
the  English  similar  access  to  the  affluents  of  the  Congo. 
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We   have    received   a   remarkable    poster, 
A  Lting  Placard,     issued  in  the  course  of  the  Elland  By-election, 
of  which  the  following  ia  a  copy  : — 

ELLAND  DIVISION  BYEELECTION,  1899. 
Taxes  axd  Local  Rates  Bbddced  bt  the  Unionist  Oovbrnhkht. 

Sannx  Ysiilf.  Tb«iM  F<gar«<  ue  from  Official  GoTamnant 

£500,000     Tobacco  Tax,   reductjd  4d.  per  pound.     This  benefits 
Work  men. 
£1,200,000     Tea  and  Currants,  relieved  of  Taiation  by  £1,200,000  per 

year,  by  which  the  poor  get  cheap  tt^aand  fruit. 
£4,000,000      Income   Tax,  reduced,  and  poor  Farmers  relieved   from 
payment  of  the  Tax. 
£670,000     House  Duty  reduced.  Houses  under  £20  exempt,  bene- 
fiting 1,000,000  occupiers.  Remissions  £570,000  per 

£5,000,000     Local  Kates  that  press  so  severely  on  poorer  Tiadeamen 
and  Cottage  tenants,  relieved  by  grant  of  £5,000,000 

£2,500,000     School  Fees  remitted.  Free  Education  granted,and  Work- 
men benefited  by  a  grant  of  lOs.  per  year  for  every 
child  at  school.     Total  yearly  grant,  £2,600,000. 
£2,800,000      The  Reduction  of  Interest  on  the  National  Debt  saving 

yearly  £2,800,000. 

£16,570.000 

It  vill  be  seen  that  the  great  Savings  of  Lord  Salisbury's  Govern- 
ment have  been  given  to  remove  the  burdens  from  those  who  could  least 
bear   them.     No    otlier   Government  ever   gave   such   subsbsntial   and 

■;ing  benefits. 

VOTE     FOR     FOSTER. 

CnpyriRhC.    Prliil#l  snri  puliUihed  l>y  Hkllid<t  Sont.  CMnpo-Uae 

We  have  rarely  seen  a  more  untruthful  production  than  this  "  copy- 
right "  placard.  For  one  thing,  when  the  words  "  Unionist  Govern- 
ment "  are  used  they  are  meant  to  include  the  1886-1892  Government 
as  well  as  the  present.  Then,  take  the  statement  that  the  income-tax  hss 
been  "  reduced  "  by  £i,000,000.  As  a  fact  the  amount  raised  now  is 
higher  than  it  has  ever  been  since  1886  1  Again  aa  to  local  rates, 
everybody  knows  that  the  local  government  grants-in-aid  go  chiefly  to 
the  relief  of  the  comparatively  better  off;  that  is  to  say,  a  working- 
man  contributes  less  out  of  every  pound  raised  in  rates  than  he  does 
out  of  every  pound  raised  in  taxes.  The  whole  bill  is  grossly  nntrue 
and  misleading,  and  it  is  adding  insult  to  injury  to  assert  that  the 
figures  ni-e  taken  from  "  Olficial  Government  Returns." 
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The  London  Goverament  Bill  was  read  a 
Thb  Ix>ndo»  second  time  on  March  24th,  by  a  majority  of 

GovBRNUBKT  BiLL.  127  ;  that,  of  course,  was  inevitable.  But  the 
debate  on  it  was  full  of  significance.  On  the 
first  night  the  second  reading  was  moved  only  formally  by  Mr. 
Balfour,  and  not  a  single  Minister  spoke  in  favour  of  the  Bill.  In 
tttct,  during  the  three  nights  there  were  only  two  speeches  from  the 
front  Treasury  Bench  on  the  most  important  legislative  Bill  of  the 
Session,  and  Mr.  Chaplin,  to  whose  office  the  Bill  properly  belongs, 
was  not  allowed  to  speak  on  it  at  all.  Most  of  the  Unionials  support- 
ing the  Bill  did  so  with  very  free  criticism  of  the  Bill ;  in  fact,  its 
only  thick  and  thin  supporters  were  those  (like  Mr,  Cohen  and  Sir 
Sdward  Clarke)  whose  chief  source  of  satisfaction  arose  from  the  fact 
that  the  Bill  left  the  City  untouched.  Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone,  in 
leading  the  opposition  to  the  Bill,  rested  his  objection  to  it  on  four 
points  : — 

"  The  first  objection  was  that  the  Bill  get  up  in  an  imperfect  manner 
independent  bodies— municipalities  only  in  name — with  a  ruthless  disregard 
to  local  feehng,  historic  boundary,  and  the  general  well-being  of  the  metnv 
I>olis.  The  second  objection  was  that  the  Bill  serioualy  impairt^  the  central 
governing  authority  of  London,  and  endangered  ita  future  powers  for 
practical  good  ;  thirdly,  the  Bill  proceeded  on  the  faulty  and  mischievous 
principle  of  throwing  all  responsibility  tor  numberless  ditflculties  on  the 
Local  Govertiment  Board  and  the  Privy  Council,  and  leaving  every  kind  of 
important  ijuestion  to  be  settled  by  prorisional  order  or  by  schema  ;  and, 
fourthly,  in  defiance  of  the  Royal  Commission  of  ltt94  and  of  the  decisive 
opinion  expressed  in  London  iu  March,  1898,  it  reversed  the  pohcy  of  the 
<xinaervative  Government  of  1888,  thus  inevitably  compromising  the  whole 
municipal  life  of  the  metropolis  by  forcing  into  the  political  arena  large 
■luestiona  relating  to  London  government." 

Mr.  Asquith  forcibly  pointed   out    the  avowed   motives  of  those  by 
whom  the  Bill  was  put  forward  : — 

"  But  I  cannot  forbear  from  asking  the  House  to  draw  a  contrast  between 
this  minimising  and  apologetic  attitude  and  the  defiant  challenge  which  a 
little  more  than  a  year  ago  proceeded  from  the  same  quarter^I  will  make 
good  my  words  in  a  moment-and  which  were  addressed  to  the  municipal 
electors  of  London.  The  hon.  gentleman  opposite  disputes  the  accuracy  of 
this  statement.  Is  it  necessary  for  me  to  remind  him  of  the  language  of  the 
leader  of  his  own  party,  Lord  SaUabury.  who  inaugurated  that  campaign  ?  I 
say  without  fear  of  contradiction  that  its  object  was  to  obtain  from  the 
electors  of  London  a  mandate  to  curtail  and  cut  down  the  authority  of  the 
County  Council.  If  that  campaign  had  been  successful  a  moderate  majority 
would  have  been  installed  at  Sprmg-gardenn  with  the  direct  instructions  of 
the  electorate  to  proceed,  if  not  for  the  suicide,  at  any  rate  furthe  mutilation 
of  the  body  to  which  they  belonged.  Is  it  necessary  to  remind  the  House 
of  the  language  of  Lord  Salisbury  himself  ?  Lord  Salisbury  told  the  electors 
of  London  that  the  County  Council  was  suffering  from  the  disease  of  megalo- 
mania,  and  he  proceeded  to  enumerate  its  symptoms.  He  spoke  of 
the  time  and  labour  which  the  Council  fruitlessly  bestowed  upon 
the  public  good.  He  declared  that  their  debates  were  devoted 
rather  to  abstract  questions  which  concerned  advanced  pohticians  than  to 
thoee  more  prosaic  and  limple  measures  i^n  which  the  happiness  and 
weUara  of  five  millions  of  people  depend.     What  is  that  hut  an  attack  npoa 
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the  Cuunt7  Council  and  &n  invitation  to  the  electors  of  London  to  clip  its 
wings  and  fetter  its  limbs  1  Lord  Salisbury  was  not  content  with  pointing 
out  the  character  and  extent  of  the  disease,  but  he  also  indicated  the 
remedy.  What  was  that  reDiedy  ?  He  aaid,  in  words  that  deserve  to  be 
remembered,  '  We  might  have  obtained  a  much  more  efficient  machine  if  w« 
had  been  content  to  look  upon  London  aa  what  it  ia,  not  as  one  great 
municipality,  but  as  an  aggrefiate  of  municipalities,'  and  he  eaid  we  should 
not  Holve  the  problem  until  we  souglit  to  give  a  large  part  uf  the  duties 
which  were  now  performed  by  the  County  Council  to  other  sniaUer  munici- 
palities Therefore  I  have  made  good  my  statement.  That  was  a  direct 
invitation,  on  the  part  of  Lord  Salisbury  and  the  great  party  he  representa, 
to  the  electors  of  London  to  tran»fer  from  the  County  Council  powers  which 
they  were  abusing  or  were  incapable  of  exercising  property,  and  to  set  up  in 
its  stead,  as  the  inheritor  and  legatee  of  those  powers,  a  number  of  smaller 
municipalities.  That  was  not  the  opinion  of  Lord  Salisbury  alone  ;  the 
whole  electoral  and  party  machinery  both  of  the  Conservative  and  Liberal 
Unionist  organisations  was  enlisted  in  the  propaganda." 

No  one  denies  that  London  government  wants  reforming  ;  but  no  sort 
of  case  was  made  out  for  the  Bill  in  the  shape  in  which  it  was  pre- 
sented to  Parliament. 


Since  the  second  reading  debate  has  taken 
The  Blots  ik         place  the  London  County  Council  has  met  and, 
THE  Bill.  by    an    overwhelming    majority,     pronounce*! 

^aioflt  the  Bill  That  in  itself,  under  ordinary 
circumstances,  ought  to  seal  the  fat«  of  the  Bill.  Supposing  a  Bill 
brought  in  to  alter  the  relations  between  the  County  Councils  and 
other  local  governing  bodiee  were  unanimously  objected  to  by  the 
County  Councils,  it  would,  of  course,  be  forthwith  withdrawn — unless 
it  was  alleged  that  the  County  Councils  had  "  misconducted  "  them- 
selves, as  Lord  Salisbury  would  say.  Yet  the  Gkivernment  profess  to 
be  entirely  friendly  to  the  L.C.C. ! 

We  can  only  brieflf  summarise  the  main  objections  to  the  Bill, 
which  must  be  judged  by  what  it  does  and  by  what  it  does 
not  do  : — 

A. — Situ  of  Commission. 

(1)  The  "  suicide  "  clauses  for  making  it  easy  for  the  L.C.C.  to  be 
divested  of  powers  in  favour  of  the  new  municipalities. 

(2)  The  proposal  to  allow  the  Privy  Council  to  revise  the  London 
Buildinp;  Act  of  1894  and  to  transfer  duties  from  the  L.C.C.  to  the 
new  councils. 

(3)  The  power  given  to  the  new  councils  to  promote  and  oppose 
Bills  in  Parliament,  as  calculated  to  cause  wasteful  expenditure,  to 
interfere  with  uniformity  of  legislation,  and  with  effective  Parliamentary 
action  on  behalf  of  London  as  a  whole. 

(4)  The  taking  from  the  L.C.C.  of  the  right  to  sanction  the  loans 
to  b«  raised  by  the  new  councils  on  the  security  of  the  rates,  oa  not  in 
the  interests  of  the  Council  or  of  the  ratepayers. 
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(5)  As  to  art(M,  no  case  can  be  made  out  for  aro&lgamating  so 
many  existing  areas  as  to  make  a  greater  Westminster. 

(6)  As  to  the  eompoiiilion  and  election  of  the  councils,  the  elections 
ought  to  be  triennial,  not  annual ;  there  should  be  no  aldermen,  and 
women  ought  to  be  eligible  for  election  as  mayors,  aldermen  (if  any), 
and  councillors. 

(7)  The  auditors  of  the  accounts  of  the  new  councils  ought 
not  to  be  elected,  but  should  be  appointed  by  the  Local  Oovernment 
Board. 

B. — Sint  of  Omission. 

(1)  The  non-inclusion  of  any  provision  for  the  reform  of  the  City 
Corporation. 

(3)  The  omission  of  any  further  provisions  for  the  equalisation 
of  rates. 

(3)  The  lack  of  provision  for  securing  greater  uniformity  is  the 
AsseKsnient  of  London. 


It  is  only  necessary  very  brieSy  to  allude 
Trb  Fedbration  to  the  recent  Federation  meetings  at  Hul. 
Mbbti.vgs  at  Hull,  because  a  full  report  of  the  proceedings  has 
already  been  prepared  and  issued  by  the  Liberal 
Publication  Department.  The  proceedings  this  year  were  rendered 
noteworthy  by  the  fact  that  they  came  soon  after  the  election  by  the 
Liberal  Members  of  Parliament  of  a  new  leader  of  the  Opposition  in 
the  House  of  Commonn.  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman  has  been 
ihomughly  well-known  to  his  Liberal  fellow-members  in  the  House  of 
Commons  as  to  the  Liberals  of  Scotland,  but  naturally  his  oppor- 
tunities for  meeting  the  rank  and  61e  of  the  Liberal  party  in  England 
have  been  fewer,  and  the  Federation  meetings  this  year  afforded 
the  representatives  of  Liberalism  in  England  and  Wales  an  oppor- 
tunity of  meeting  face  to  face,  both  publicly  and  privately,  the 
liberal  leader,  to  whom  in  the  House  of  Commons  (as  to  Lord 
Kimberley  in  the  House  of  Lords),  they  look  loyally  and  enthu- 
siastically for  authoritative  expositions  of  Liberal  policy  and 
Liberal  principles.  We  believe  that  the  result  of  the  meeting  be- 
tween the  rank  and  file  and  Sir  Henry  may  be  summed  up  by 
saying  that  it  was  as  satisfactory  to  them  as  it  must  have  been 
gratifying  to  him.  The  first  session  of  the  Council  was  held  on  Tues- 
day, March  7th,  and,  following  the  precedent  which  happily  often 
obtains  on  such  occasions,  the  first  business  of  the  delegates  was  to 
receive  a  hearty  welcome  from  the  Mayor  of  Hull  in  his  official 
capacity.  Dr.  Spence  Watson  briefly  acknowledging  the  kind  and 
cordial  civic  welcome  extended  to  the  delegates.  A  motion  of  heart- 
felt sympathy  with  Lord  Herschell  and  family  in  their  bereavement, 
and  of  appreciation  of  Lord  Herschell's  great  service  to  the  party  and 
nation  was  next  carried  in  silence,  the  delegates  rising  in  their  places. 
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After  an  unsuccessful  attempt  made  b;  a  delegate  from  North  Bucks 
to  secure  support  Foi  a  raotioo  that  the  office  of  President  should  not 
be  held  by  any  one  person  for  more  than  two  years  in  succes- 
sion— a  motion  which,  as  a  fact,  found  no  seconder — the  way 
was  cleared  for  Dr.  Spence  Watson's  presidential  address,  made  in 
moving  the  adoption  of  the  annual  Report.  Mr.  Charles  Wilson,  the 
only  Liberal  Member  at  present  for  Hull  (who  would  like  to  ^et  rid 
of  his  "  splendid  isolation ").  seconded  the  adoption,  which  wiis 
supported  by  Mr.  Joseph  Walton,  M.P.,  and  by  Mr.  Alderman 
Thompson,  of  Richmond,  who  in  previous  years  has  moved  amend- 
ments referring  back  the  report.  The  report  was  then  carried 
unanimously,  as  was  the  next  resolution  proposed  by  Sir  James 
Beckitt,  Bart,  (president  of  the  Hull  and  District  Liberal  Federa- 
tion), and  seconded  by  Mr.  Compton  Rickett,  M.P.,  by  which  Dr. 
Watson  was  re-elected  president,  and  Mr.  Alderman  Hart,  treasurer. 
The  resolution  of  adherence  to  Liberal  principles  was  taken  first  in 
the  resolutions  dealing  with  principles  and  policy.  It  was  in  the 
hands  of  Sir  John  Brunner,  Bart.,  M.P.,  who  made  special  reference 
to  the  subject  of  education,  and  of  Mr.  Carvell  Williams,  M.P.,  who 
took  the  crisis  in  the  Church  as  the  text  for  what  he  had  to  say.  Sir 
Wilfrid  Lawson,  Bart.,  M.P.,  always  a  favourite  at  a  Federation 
meeting,  proposed  a  resolution  assuring  Lord  Kimberley  and  Sir 
Henry  Campbell -Banner  man  of  the  loyal  and  hearty  support  of 
Liberals  in  the  constituencies.  Sir  Wilfrid  proposed  this  as  the 
senior  Liberal  M.P.,  it  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Edward  Evans,  junr., 
as  a  representative  Liberal  leader  in  the  country,  and  was  carried 
enthusiastically.  The  first  Session  closed  with  a  speech  by  Mr.  R.  J. 
Price,  M.P.,  in  bringing  in  a  motion  which  affirmed  that  the  House  of 
Lords  ought  to  be  deprived  of  its  present  power  of  veto,  which  it  at  all 
times  possesses,  but  which  it  only  uses  to  defeat  or  mutilate  Libera) 
legislation. 


At  the  second  Session,  held  next  (Wednes- 
Thk  Sbcond  Session,  day)  morning,  the  discussion  on  the  House  of 
Loms  resolution  was  resumed  by  Mr.  F.  D. 
Blake  (president  of  the  Berwick  on  Tweed  Liberal  Association), 
and  Professor  John  Massie,  of  Oxford,  in  the  absence,  through  illness, 
of  Mr.  W.  H.  Holland,  M.P.  The  motion  was  carried  unanimously,  as 
was  the  next,  welcoming  the  Czar's  Rescript,  on  which  the  speakers 
were  Mr.  H.  J.  Wilson.  M.P..  Mr.  T.  R.  Ferens,  J. P.  (Hull),  and  Mr. 
F.  Maddison,  M.P.  As  a  Hull  man  Mr.  Maddison  was  naturally 
warmly  welcomed  and  his  speech  was  a  particularly  eloquent  one.  The 
Earl  of  Crewe  was  down  on  the  agenda  for  an  address,  but  being  pre- 
vented from  attending  owing  to  indisposition,  sent  a  letter  to  Dr.  Watson 
which  was  next  read.  This  made  way  for  the  discussion  on  the  Land 
Laws,  which  aroused  an  unusual  amount  of  interest.  Mr.  Charles 
Fenwick,  M.P.,  dealt  more  particularly  with  mining  royalties ;    Mr. 
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Herbert  Samuel  with  the  extension  of  sniall  holdings  and  the  rural 
aspect  of  the  land  question  generally  ;  whilst  Mr.  Morton  devoted  hie 
attention  to  the  land  question  in  towns,  which,  it  will  be  remembered, 
formed  the  subject  of  his  recent  motion  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
All  the  speeches  were  both  interesting  and  practical,  and  it  was  (juite 
clear  that  no  question  arouses  a  deeper  interest  than  this  of  the  land. 
The  Council  re'alfirmed  once  again  it«  opinion  of  the  impoitance  of 
registration  and  electoral  reform,  the  motion  being  proposed  by  Mr. 
James  Stuart,  o(  Hull,  seconded  by  Mr.  Luke  White  (the  newly- 
adopted  candidate  for  the  Buckrose  Division),  and  supported  by  Mr. 
Ellis  Griffith,  M.P.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Hull  and  Dbtrict 
Liberal  Federation  and  to  Sir  James  and  Lady  Reckitt,  for  the 
admirable  arrangements  and  generous  hospitality,  proposed  by  Mr. 
McArthur,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Courtenay  Warner,  M.P.,  brought 
the  meetings  of  the  Council  to  a  close. 


Sir  Henry    Campbell-Ban  Herman's  speech 

SikHenrt  Campbell-  at  the   great  public    meeting  on    March   8th 

Bannerman's  has  already  been  issued  as  a  pamphlet  by  the 

Speech.  Liberal    Publication    Department.     We  have 

only  space  here  for  two  of  the  more  important 

and  striking  pass^;es.     Deling  with  the  Irish  question,  he  said  : — 

"  We  will  remain  true  t«  tbo  Irish  people  as  long  as  the  Irish  people  are 
true  to  theniselves.  Twice  we  have  sssayed  to'  embody  this  policy  in  a 
statute,  and  twice  we  have  been  foiled.  1  am  not  hy  any  means  sure  that 
the  next  constructive  effort  will  come,  or  ought  to  come  from  us  ;  but  we  are 
invited,  nay,  we  are  summoned,  to  place  this  in  the  front,  before  all  other 
measures,  and  to  promise  it  precedence  whenever  we  are  in  a  position  to 
initiate  gritat  legislAtive  changes.  I  repudiate  the  necessity,  the  expediency, 
aye,  and  the  possibility,  of  any  such  promise.  Putting  aiiide  the  question 
of  what  is  wise  or  unwise,  1  declare  it  to  be  impossible.  It  would  be 
iuipoBsible  for  us  to  lay  down  any  fixed  programme  for  our  sction  at  the 
time  when  it  becomes  again  in  our  power  to  act.  Priority  roust  depend 
upon  the  circumstances  of  the  day,  upon  the  feeling  of  the  nation,  upon  the 
temper  of  the  party,  and,  above  all  things,  upon  the  amount  and  the  quaUty 
of  the  party  majority.  I  remember  reading  an  account  of  a  conference 
which  was  held  in  Constantinople  immediately  after  the  battle  of  Navarino 
between  the  Grand  Vizier  and  the  allied  Ministers.  The  Ministers  were  not 
very  sure  whether  the  Turks  had  heard  of  the  battle  having  taken  place, 
anil  therefore  to  be  safe  they  put  their  interrogatory  in  a  hypothetical  form, 
and  they  askud  the  Turkish  Minister,  if  such  a  thing  had  taken  place,  what 
viuw  he  would  take  of  it.  The  Turkish  statesman's  reply  was  this.  He 
said,  '  In  my  country  we  never  proceetl  to  give  a  name  to  a  child  until  its 
aex  has  been  ascertained.'  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  tliat  is  exactly  my  view  of 
this  question  of  a  programme  for  the  future.  Why  was  it  that  the  two 
Liberal  Ciovernments,  which  were  in  power  from  1892  to  1896,  although 
they  carried  some  great  and  notable  reforms,  yet  accomplished  very  much 
leas  than  was  expected  and  hoped  of  them  ?  Why,  it  was  because  the 
instrument  with  which  they  had  to  accomplish  their  reforms  was  inadequati 
for  the  purpose— that  is  to  say,  the  majority  in  the  House  of  Commons  ws 
inadequate.    Everythiug — to  use  the  Turk's  most  apposite  illustration — wil 
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depend  upon  the  sex  of  the  majority  with  which  the  constituenciea  fumiab 
us.  It  may  be  a  mtuKuliDe  majority,  great  in  atature,  strong  of  limb  and 
muBcle,  fit  for  a  great  enterprise  ;  or  it  may  be  a  feminine  majority,  equally 
excellent  in  heart,  clear  in  mind,  and  full  of  generous  emotions,  but  lacluDg 
the  physical  power  to  move  great  legislative  weights.  No,  until  we  know 
what  it  ia,  or  what  it  is  likely  to  bo,  we  cannot  definitely  assign  its  dutiae." 
On  Social  questions : — 

"  Putting  aside  the  higher  spiritual  sphere  with  which  the  great  religious 
communities  among  us  concern  themselves,  I  should  say,  as  it  seems  to  me, 
the  three  subjects  which  most  keenly  act  upon  the  sympathies  of  right- 
thinking  men  among  us  are  these.  There  are  three  of  them.  The  fir*t 
is  temperance,  and  all  that  I  would  say  upon  that  subject  is  this— that  I 
hope  we  shall  not  show  ourselves  too  pedantic,  too  obstinate,  in  pursuiog 
some  particular  method  which  we  may  sincerely  consider  the  best,  and  I 
earnestly  trust  that  the  result  of  the  inquiry  and  report  fay  Lord  Peel's 
Commission  may  be  that  we  shall  hnve  strongly  supported  by  the  authority 
of  that  Commission  some  provisions  at  all  events  which  may  do  much  to 
alleviate  the  evils  which  we  all  of  us  ho  greatly  deplore.  The  teetmd  subject 
to  which  I  would  refer  is  the  question  of  the  housing  of  the  very  poor.  I 
am  not  speaking  of  the  question  which  affects  what  are  called  artisans'  dwel- 
lings, although  L  do  not  wish  to  disparage  their  importance  also.  What  I 
think  rather  has  touched  the  heartof  tile  country  is  the  story  we  have  heard 
of  the  effect  of  overcrowding  in  our  Ui^e  cities — aye,  and  in  many  placea 
which  are  not  large  cities— and  theeaniestdesire  felt  todo  something  to  cure 
that  great  evil.  And  the  third  question  is  that  of  poor  old  age.  There  are  at 
least  two  distinct  ideas  as  to  the  cure  or  alleviation  which  may  be  found  fur 
the  evils  affecting  the  aged  poor.  The  one  turns  to  a  reform,  a  humauisinx 
of  the  Pour  Law  system,*  which  would  make  it  at  once  kinder  and  leas 
humiliating  than  the  system  which  is  in  practice  at  present ;  and  there  ia 
the  other  idea  of  annuities  or  pensions  to  be  secured  after  a  certain  age. 
We  have  all  known  for  years  that  there  were  great  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
this  last  proposal.  We  have  only  to  think  of  it  for  a  moment  to  see  how 
many  those  difficulties  are.  There  is  the  question  of  the  sourco  from  which 
money  for  the  purpose  is  to  be  obtained.  There  is  the  question  whether 
the  benefit  to  be  conferred  should  be  given  to  all  or  only  to  a  certain 
number,  and  whether  that  number  shall  be  the  specially  needy  or  the 
specially  worthy.  There  is  the  question  whether  the  beneficiary  should  be 
made  to  contribute.     There  is  the  danger  of  invalidating  the  sense  and 

Sractice  of  prudence  and  thrift  throughout  our  population,  and  there  is  the 
ifficulty  of  interfering  with  the  friendly  societies,  which  have  been 
established  with  so  much  advantage  among  us.  These  and  other  points 
show  us  how  complicated  a  question  thii  is,  and  the  consequence  has  been 
that  most  of  us,  however  keenly  in  favour  of  some  scheme  of  the  kind,  have 
always  spoken  guardedly  because  we  knew  how  difficult  the  question  was." 


Lord  Claud  Hamilton  has  publicly  branded 

A  "  Conscientious     himself  as  a  Dissentient  Conservative.     It  was 

Objector."  done    in   a   letter  written    to   Mr.    Thompson 

Sharps,  the  member  for  North  Kensington  : — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Thompson  Sharps, — I  have  been  asked  by  the  secretary  of 

the  North  Kensington  Conservative  Association  to  preside  as  usual,  in  my 

capacity  as  president  of  the  association,  over  its  annual   meeting.     As  you 

will  know,  I  have  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  associa- 
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tioD,  OS  well  aa  in  your  original  cnndidature  and  ultip)at«  election  for  the 
division.  That  the  choice  of  the  electors  ou  that  occasion  was  justified  you 
have  given  ample  proof,  and  on  personal  grounds  I  hope  ;ou  may  long 
continue  to  fill  the  position  you  now  occupy.     I  regret,  however,  I  do  not  at 

E resent  see  my  way  to  be  of  any  further  asatstuice  to  you,  as  I  can  no 
tnger  support  the  present  Government.  It  is  not  that  I  take  exception  to 
the  action  of  the  Govemmant  aa  represented  by  its  foreign,  colonial,  and 
Indian  policy.  On  the  contrary,  those  three  departments  have  been  con- 
dacted  on  lines  in  accordance  with  the  best  traditions  of  the  Conservative 
party,  and  in  a  manner  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the  Empire. 

"  It  ia  in  its  home  policy  that  the  Government,  both  as  regards  l^fisla' 
tion  and  administration,  has  so  grievously  disappointed  the  expectations  of 
its  supporters.  One  attack  has  followed  another  upon  property  and  capital, 
and  even  those  who  for  years  have  been  aulFBring  from  the  undue  weight  of 
direct  taxation  have  been  sacriSced  to  allow  of  a  remission  of  indirect 
taxation  upon  an  article  not  a  necessity  of  life.  Such  fiscal  policy  is 
unworthy  of  a  Conservative  Government.  Fresh  attacks  upon  capital 
have  already  commenced  during  the  present  session,  and  the  department 
specially  created  for  the  protection  of  trade  proposes  to  imftose  upon  the 
trade  of  the  country  an  expenditure  of  many  millions  of  unproductive 
capital,  without  previous  inquiry  and  on  the  flimsiest  pretences.  The  Con- 
servative party  in  the  House  of  Commons  appear  to  me  to  have  degenerated 
into  a  flabby  party.  The  bulk  of  them  object  to  all  these  things,  but, 
having  made  a  mild  protest  to  ease  their  minds,  they  swallotv  everything  aa 
a  matter  of  course.  They  are  like  the  members  of  a  trade  union,  afraid  to 
call  their  souls  their  own.  That  is  not  my  conception  of  public  duty.  A 
nian  worthy  of  being  called  a  man  should  hold  convictions  and  adhere  to 
them.  It  may  be  said  that  party  government  is  impossible  if  such  views 
prevail.  I  admit  much  allowance  should  be  made  for  the  exigencies  of 
party,   and  that  a  full  measure  of   grumble  is  generally    preferable   to 


"  But  there  must  be  a  limit  even  to  the  patience  of  a  Conservative.  My 
patience  was  exhausted  on  the  passing  of  that  sinful  Act  of  last  session  in 
r^ard  to  vaccination.  Lord  Beaconsfield,  the  founder  of  the  present  Con- 
servative party,  taught  us  nothing  more  eamesCly  than  that  the  health  of 
the  people  munt  altrays  be  one  of  the  first  considerations  of  the  Conservative 
party,  and  his  robust  common  sense,  unswayed  by  philosophical  mi^vinga, 
would  have  recoiled  from  placing  the  stamp  of  our  party  upon  an  Act  for  the 
virtual  repeal  of  vaccination.  The  full  efi'ect  of  that  measure  will  not  be  felt 
for  some  years  to  come,  but  I  believe  mapy  Conservatives  will  live  to  regret 
the  day  when  they  were  piirties  to  ita  enactment.  Thus  it  comes  that  I 
cannot,  having  regard  to  my  convictions,  conscientiously  su]>port  the  present 
Government  so  long  aa  this  Act  remains  unrepealed  or  unamended.  Under 
the  circumstances  it  may  be  desirable  that  I  should  retire  from  the  position 
of  president,  but  that  is  a  matter  I  leave  entirely  in  the  hands  uf  the  asso- 
ciation. 

"  I  remain,  dear  Mr.  Thompson  Sharpe,  yours  sincerely, 

"Claud  G.  Hamilton." 
Of  course,  what  really  upset  Lord  Claud  Hamilton's  "  apple-cart "  was 
the  Regulation  of  Railways  Bill,  in  the  form  in  which  it  was  intro- 
duced by  Mr,  Ritchie.  Lord  Claud  is  Chairman  of  the  Great  Eastern, 
sod  his  reference  to  the  "  fresh  attack  upon  capital"  is  to  automatic 
couplings.  But  it  was  just  because  Mr.  Ritchie  wished  to  preserve 
the  "health"  of  the  railway  men  that  be  brought  in  hia  Bill. 
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Considerable  excitement  was  cansed  in  die 
Thb  Muscat  early  part  of  this  year  by  the  report  that  a 

Mystery.  difficulty  had  arisea  between  France  and  Qreat 

Britain  with  regard  to  a  coaling  station 
alleged  to  have  been  granted  by  the  Sultan  of  Muscat  to  the  French. 
Muscat,  it  may  be  well  to  explain,  is  situate  in  the  Gulf  of  Oman, 
the  town  of  Muscat  being  exactly  on  the  Tropic  of  Cancer. 
Originally  Muscat  and  Zanzibar  were  under  one  Sultan,  but  in  1856 
the  kingdom  was  divided  into  two,  Zanzibar  being  given  to  one  of  the 
Sultan's  sons,  and  Muscat  to  the  other.  In  1862  a  Convention  ^as 
concluded  between  England  and  France  by  which  each  Power  under- 
took to  respect  the  independence  of  the  Imam  (or  Sultan)  of  Muscat. 
About  the  middle  of  last  February,  considerable  commotion  was 
caused  by  a  report  that  the  English  Resident  at  Muscat  had,  under 
threat  of  a  bombardment,  induced  the  Sultan  to  withdraw  a  conces- 
sion which  he  had  given  to  France  by  which  she  was  to  be  able  to  ase 
a  piece  of  land  as  a  coal  depflt.  It  was  with  reference  to  this  proceed- 
ing that  M.  Belcass^  said  in  the  French  Chamber  on  March  6th  that 
Great  Britain  has  expressed  to  France  its  "  profound  regret "  for  the 
action  of  her  agent.  Mr.  Brodrick  was  asked  in  the  House  of 
Commons  whether  this  was  actually  the  case,  and  in  reply  gave  the 
following  account  of  what  had  happened  : — 

"  In  the  middle  of  March  of  last  year  the  French  Agent  obtained  from 
the  Sultan  of  Muscat  the  lease  or  concession  of  a  piece  of  land  to  be  used  as 
a  coal  dep6t.  On  the  land  so  ceded,  which  was  in  a  small  harbour,  some  way 
from  Muscat,  the  French  Government  would  have  been  at  liberty  to  hoist 
its  flai;  and  to  build  fortifications.  No  hint  of  these  proceedings  reached  the 
British  Agent  until  this  year.  As  soon  as  they  were  known,  they  were  at 
once  declared  by  the  British  Government  to  be  contrary  to  the  treaty  of 
1862  and  to  the  Saltan's  special  obligations  to  the  British  Government  in 
respect  of  the  assignment  or  alienation  of  any  part  of  his  territories  ;  and 
the  Sultan  was  required  to  cancel  the  lease.  This  he  did,  and  the  lease  has 
been  annulled.  We  expressed  no  disapproval  of  the  action  of  our  Agent, 
which,  indeed,  was  taken  under  our  instructions  ;  and  Lord  Salisbury 
informed  the  French  AmbasEador  more  than  once  that  in  his  judgmenc 
the  British  Government  was  absolutely  ri^ht  in  the  contention  it  main- 
tained, and  that  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  recede  from  it.  With  respect  to 
the  form  of  the  matter,  the  statement  of  M.  Delcassd  is  somewhat  imper- 
fect. He  omita  to  mention  that  in  November  he  was  asked  by 
Sir  Kdinund  Monson  whether  there  was  any  truth  in  the  rumours  of  an 
acquisition  of  land  on  the  httora!  of  Muscat,  and  he  said  that  he  hod  heard 
nothing  whatever  about  it.  He  repeated  the  same  statement  a  few  days 
ago.  ft  was,  therefore,  a  case  of  action  of  the  French  local  Agent  in  excess 
of  the  instructions  he  had  received,  and  in  such  a  case  it  is  usual  to  bring 
the  q^ueation  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Government  concerned  and  secure  its 
decision  by  diplomatic  means,  in  order  to  avoid  the  publicity  involved  in  a 
threat  of  bombardment.  While  on  this  account  Lord  Salisbury,  as  he 
stated  to  the  French  Ambassador,  would  have  preferred  a  less  public  mode 
of  action,  it  is  clear  that  no  blame  attaches  to  our  Agent  on  the  spot,  who 
was  not  in  a  position  to  distinguish  between  the  responsibility  of  the  French 
Agent  and  the  Sultan  of  Muscat  on  the  one  side  and  that  of  the  French 
Government  on  the  other,  and  we  hold  his  action  in  substance  to  have  been 
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Absolutely  right.  By  the  cotiTentioo  between  France  and  England  of  1862 
there  is  nothiug  to  prohibit  France  from  having  a  coal  store  at  Muscat  itself, 
as  Great  Britain  has  done  within  the  terras  of  the  convention,  provided 
there  is  no  concession  of  territory,  and  it  is  understood  that  the  French 
GoTemment  will  avail  itself  of  thia  pciirer  subject  to  the  above-named 
limitations." 

"  All's  well  that  ends  well,"  The  French  Government  are  now  to 
have  tbe  use  of  a  coal  ahed  exactly  in  the  same  manner  as  the  British 
Government,  and  probably  tu  the  same  place,  but  there  will  be  no 
lease  or  cession  of  any  kind  to  France.  The  question,  therefore,  very 
largely  resolves  itself  iu  a  difierence  between  &  coal  depOt  and  a 
coaling  place.  Tbe  distinction  seems  rather  fine,  though  it  may  be 
pointed  out  in  case  of  war  it  might  be  very  important.  Success  in 
naval  operations  will  probably  very  largely  depend  upon  the  number 
of  coaling  stations  possessed  by  a  Power  and  the  use  she  is  able  to 
make  of  them.  It  is  clearly  to  the  advantage  of  Great  Britain  to  try 
and  maintain  unimpaired  her  present  superiority  in  the  matter  of 
coaling  stations,  and  there  is  nothing  unfriendly  in  trying  to  prevent 
other  Powers  having  tbe  same  facilities,  since  it  is  not  alleged  that  a 
coaling  station  (as  distinct  from  a  coal  dep6t)  is  wanted  for  any 
purposes  save  those  of  war. 


Mr.  Kitchie  declares  that  it  is  inaccurate 

The  Autouatic       to  say  that  the   Railways  Regulation    Bill^ 

CoDPLiNOs  generally  known  as  tbe  Automatic  Couplings 

"  Climb- Down."       Bill — is  "dropped,"   but   Mr.   Gibson    Bowles 

declared,    what  is  undeniably  true,  that  it  is 

"absolutely  dead."     Let  us  set  out  the  stages  of  this  strange  story  : — 

1.  Mr.  Maddison  moved  an  amendment  on  tbe  Address  {February 
20th)  in  the  debate  on  which  Mr.  Kitchie,  on  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment, promised  immediate  legislation  : — 

'*  He  was  sure  that  if  the  railway  companies  could  be  persuaded  that 
these  autoiuntic  couplings,  if  adopted,  would  greatly  condjce  to  the  saving 
of  life  and  injury  to  limb  no  question  of  cost  would  stand  in  the  way.  He 
already  had  had  some  negotiations  with  the  chairmen  of  the  principal  railway 
companies  coming  to  London,  and  he  had  drajted  a  Bill  dealing  finCh  the 
aoftion.  He  thought  it  was  only  right  chat  the  railway  companies  should 
have  the  opportunity  of  eiplaining  their  viawi  upon  a  matter  which  affected 
them  HO  much,  and  if  he  could  induce  the  House — as  he  hoped  to  do  at  an 
early  period  of  the  Session — to  read  the  Bill  a  second  time,  the  Bill  ought  to 
be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  so  that  evidence  could  he  given  to  show 
the  railway  companies  that  the  fears  which  they  entertained  in  regard  to 
those  proposals  were  unfounded." 

This  was  thought  highly  satisfactory  and  Mr.  Maddison's  amendment 
was  withdrawn. 

2.  The  Boai-d  of  Trade  published  the  report  of  its  official,  Mr.  Hop- 
wood,  who  had  been  to  America  and  investigated  the  question  of  auto- 
nmtilc  couplings,  finding  strongly  in  their  favour  and  desirability. 
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3.  On  February  27th  Mr.  Ritchie  introduced  the  Railway  Re^aU- 
tion  Bill  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  it  was  read  a  first  time.  (Its 
provisions  will  be  found  set  out  at  page  179).     Mr.  Ritchie  said  : — 

"  He  was  satisfied  thftt  after  the  Bill  became  law  the  railway  companies 
would  find,  na  had  been  found  in  the  United  States,  that  there  wa«  not  only 
a  Isi^e  reduction  of  fatal  and  other  accidents,  but  that  the  convenience  of 
moving  about  trucks  would  be  so  great  that  they  wuuld  net  ba  willing  to 
revert  to  the  old  system." 

4.  Lord  Claud  Hamilton,  the  Chairman  of  the  Great  Eastern  Rail- 
way, withdrew  from  the  Conservative  party,  nominally  because  of  the 
Vaccination  Act,  really  because  of  the  "attack  on  capital  "  involved  in 
this  Bill.     (Seepage  152.) 

5.  On  March  16th  a  deputation  representing  the  mine  owners  and 
the  private  owners  of  wagons  went  to  Mr.  Ritchie  to  protest  aj^inst 
the  Bill.  There  were  some  remarkable  speeches.  Sir  Alfred  Hickman, 
the  Tory  member  for  East  Wolverhampton,  for  instance,  said  ; — ■ 

"  It  was  admitted  that  the  system  of  coupling  hooks  was  absolutely  safe, 
and  colliery  proprietors  did  their  utmost  to  induce  the  men  to  use  them. 
In  fact,  at  his  own  colliery,  the  Spring  Vale,  a  notice  had  been  posted  up  ezer 
nnce  the  patting  of  '.he  WirHrmeu'i  CompemcUion  Act — (Umghter) — maldiiK  it  a 
condition  of  employment  that  in  coupling  ur  uncoupling  railway  wagons  the 
sticks  provided  for  that  purpose  should  always  be  used,  and  stating  that  any 
man  found  going  between  two  wagons  for  the  purpoBe  of  coupling  or 
uncoupling  would  be  deemed  guilty  of  serious  and  wilful  misconduct  and 
would  be  discharged,     .     .     . 

"Supposing  that  he  did  nob  oppose  the  Bill,  hb  friends  would  say, 
'What  is  the  use  of  sendin^j  you  to  Parliament  to  represent  the  manufactur- 
ing interests  of  the  country  if  you  allow  a  Bill  of  this  kind  to  pass  without 
protest?  We  had  better  send  a  working  man  who  has  the  courage  of  his 
opinions.'  Supposing,  on  the  other  hand,  that  he  opposed  it  as  strongly  as 
he  could,  as  some  members  would  most  certainly  do,  some  blatant  orator 
would  come  down  at  the  next  election  and  aay,  '  Here  are  men  of  wealth 
who,  when  a  proposal  is  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  to  save  men's  lives, 
oppose  it.'     So  they  were   '  between  the  devil  and  the  deep  sea '  with  a  ven- 

Mr.  Barnes,  a  Midland  colliery  proprietor,  said  : — 

"  If  these  automatic  couplings  were  insisted  upon,  he  and  others  occupy- 
ing a  like  position  were  prepared  to  range  themselves  on  the  side  of  Lord 
Claud  Hamilton  in  a  position  of  hostility  to  the  Government.'' 
Mr.  Ritchie  in  his  reply  stuck  up  for  the  merits  of  the  Bill  which 
he  has  introduced,  but  at  the  end  of  his  speech,  without  (technically) 
committing  himself  he  said  he  would  consult  his  colleagues  to  see  if 

(a)  A  new  Bill  with  no  reference  to  automatic  couplings  ehoald 
replace  the  present  measure,  whilst 

{b)  The  subject  of  automatic  couplings  should  be  referred  to  a 
"  strong  Select  Committee.'' 

6.  Next  day  Lord  Stalbridge,  on  behalf  of  the  Railway  Companies, 
wrote  to  Mr,  Ritchie  :— 

"I  am  desired  by  the  Association  to  communicate  to  you  that,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  railway  companiaa,  for  reasons  which  I  wiU  not  state  here, 
a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  would  not  form  an  efficient  or 
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s&tiafactor;  tribun&I  to  inquire  into  this  important  subject.  Their  strong 
view  is  th&t  this  question  should  be  referred  to  a  tribunal  which  should 
comprise  repreaentativea  apecislly  qualified  to  deal  with  thct  subject,  and 
before  whioD  both  counsel  and  witneases  ahall  be  heard  on  behalf  of  those 
inUrested." 

7.  On  March  27th  Mr.  Ritchie  said,  with  regard  to  the  Bill  :— 
"  It  is  clear,  from  the  opposition  which  has  been  evinced  to  it,  that  it  is 
impossible  Co  pass  the  Bill  into  law  thia  Session,  having  regard  to  the  other 
business  before  the  House.  I  propose,  however,  to  proceed  with  an  inquiry 
into  the  question  without  delay.  What  form  this  inquiry  should  take  is 
now  under  my  consideration.  It  is  very  desirable,  it  possible,  that  the 
tribunal  to  which  the  inquiry  is  referred  should  be  one  acceptable  to  all 
parties  concerned." 
Id  other  words  the  Bill  is  (as 
dead." 


r.  Gibson  Bowles  said  it  was)  "absolutely 


We  give  below  the  figures  relating  to  the 
British  Tradb.        Imports  and  Exports  for  February,  along  with 
a  table  showing  the  year's  trade    to   date,  as 
compared  with  the  same  period  during  1698  : — 

FsBRUAUV,  1899. 


MoDtb  ending  28lh  Feb. 

^ 

1898. 

189S. 

£ 

Imports    35,586,694 

Exports    25.260,516 

Re-exports  of  Foreign  1 

and                \      6,878,110 

£ 
35,770,874 
22,969,386 

6,327,537 

£ 

2,291,130 

660,573 

184.180 

Total [    66,725,320  [    64,067,797 

if ((2.657.523 



Ybak's  Trade  to  Date. 


For  the  iwo  noiitbB  endioi; 

Decrease. 

28th  Fab.,  m 

28tb  Feb..  ■98. 

Im>ort« 

£ 
76,803,300 
39,729,640 

10.998,370 

£ 
75.700.166 
36,873,253 

10,010,198 

£ 
1,103,136 
2,866,387 

988,172 

£ 

Re-exports  of  Foreign  1 
Colonial  Merchandise/ 

— 

127.531,310 

122,683,616 

4,947,694 
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On  March  20th,  the  twelve  o'clock  rule  waa 

The  FLiVTsatBB  suspended,  and  at  12.30  Mr.  Herbert  Lewis 
National  Schools,  rose  to  call  atteatian  on  the  Vote  on  Account 
to  what  has  been  happemng  of  late  in  con- 
nection with  the  National  schools  at  Flint.  He  had  not  proceeded 
more  than  a  few  aenUaces  when  Mr.  Balfour  moved  the  closure,  which 
was  accepted  by  the  Chairman  of  Committee  and  (of  course)  carried. 
This  WAS  a  monstrous  thing  for  Mr.  Balfoui'  to  do,  as  (we  believe)  he 
subsequently  felt  and  realised.  At  all  events,  whilst  the  school  dia- 
cussion  would  have  been  over  in  half-an-hour,  the  Government  did  not 
get  their  vote  until  three  o'clock  in  the  morniag.  Next  night  on  the 
Report  of  Vote  on  Account  Mr.  Herbert  Lewis  made  his  speech,  thouj^h 
it  was  half-past  one  in  the  morning.  We  do  not  wonder  that  Mr. 
Mr.  Balfour  did  not  want  the  facts  to  come  out.  Here  they  are, 
practically  as  stat«d  by  Mr.  Lewis  : — 

Mr.  R.  T.  Price,  a  parent,  residing  in  Flint,  applied  for  a  free 
place  for  his  child  in  one  of  the  National  schools,  there  being  no  Board 
or  British  school  in  the  town.  On  the  16th  February  last  he  wrote  to 
the  rector  of  the  parish,  the  Rev.  W.  LI.  Nicholas,  one  of  the  managers 
of  the  Flint  National  Schools,  the  following  letter  :  — 

"Having  made  an  application  to  the  Head  Master  of  the  aboveKchool  for 
free  schooling  for  my  child,  he  gives  me  the  following  information  :  that 
your  school  is  not  a  frne  school,  ^erefore  it  debars  me  from  the  right  to 
free  education  of  my  children.  I  beg  to  ask  you  is  the  information  received 
correct?  If  so,  upon  what  grounds  !  An  early  reply  will  oblige." 
That  was  a  perfectly  civil  letter,  containing  no  imputation  on  anyone. 
The  rector  replied  as  follows : — 

"  Flint  Rectory,  February  17th,  1890. 

"  Sib, — A  letter  just  reached  me.  It  beara  no  date  and  no  address,  but 
is  signed  by  '  R.  T.  Price.'  On  enquiry  I  am  led  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is 
written  by  you,  the  agent  of  one  of  tlie  most  respected  of  English  Insurance 
Companies,  and  it  is  this  that  increases  my  wonder.  You  inform  the 
mansuers  tlmt  you  wmtn  to  Mr.  E.  I.  E,  Williams,  the  headmaster  at  our 
scliooT,  asking  for  certain  infiinnation,  and  on  receipt  of  his  letter  you  at 
once  write  to  the  managers,  practically  accusing  Mr.  Wilhams  of  giving 
you  wrong  information.  Such  a  charge  against  Mr.  Williams,  who  bears  the 
highest  character  for  honesty  and  truth,  reveals  a  baseness  of  mind  that,  in 
niy  opinion,  unlits  the  writer  for  any  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the 
managers,  who  respect  Mr.  Williams  as  a  gentleman  whose  conduct  has 
always  been  marked  by  stnugbtforwardness.  On  behalf  of  the  managers, 
yours  faithfully, 

"  W,  Ll.  Nicholas." 

"  To  Mr.  Price,  Agent  for  the  Prudential  Society." 
This  is  a  strange  letter  for  a  clergyman  to  write  to  a  parishioner  who 
had  made  no  reflection  upon  anyone.  Mr.  Price  replied  to  this  letter, 
disclaiming  the  least  intention  of  reflecting  upon  Mr.  Williams's 
character,  and  stating  that  he  had  written  for  an  authoritative  reply 
from  the  managers  of  the  Flint  National  Schools  to  his  question 
whether  it  was  a  free  school  or  not.  The  rector,  writing  him  on 
February  20th,  informed  him  that  three  of  the  elementary  schools  in 
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Flint  Are  firen  achools,  while  la  two  others  fees  are  char^^  in  certain 
Btandards.  Mr.  Price  then  wrote  the  rector,  asking  him  to  state 
definitely  what  were  the  standards  in  which  the  managers  could  make 
&  charge,  and  there  the  correspondence  ended.  On  f'ebmary  25th, 
Mr.  Price  received  a  letter  from  the  Divisional  Superintendent  of  the 
Prudential  Assurance  Company,  stating  that  a  complaint  had  gone  up 
to  the  head  office  that  Mr.  Price  had  given  serious  offence  in  influential 
quarters  by  reason  of  hia  "extreme  conduct  in  political  matters,"  and 
asking  him  to  meet  the  superintendent  at  Flint  on  the  following 
Monday.  Mr.  Price  accordingly  met  the  Inspector  on  Monday, 
February  27th.  The  subject  of  the  conversation  was  Mr.  Price's 
action  in  relation  to  the  school,  and  the  correspondence  he  bad  had 
with  the  rector  of  Flint.  Whoever  wrote  the  letter,  one  can  readily 
onderstand  the  nature  of  the  influences  brought  to  bear  i^inst  a 
parent  who  had  dared  to  request  that  a  free  place  should  be  provided 
for  his  child,  and  had  asked  to  be  informed  of  the  grounds  on  which 
the  managers  refuse  a  free  place. 

On  the  1st  February  lost,  Mr.  John  Williams,  of  Chester-street^ 
Flint,  wrote  to  the  managers  of  the  Flint  N^ational  Schools,  asking 
that  his  boy  and  girl  should  lie  exempted  from  repeating  or  learning 
thtt  Church  of  England  Catechism,  but  stating  that  he  had  no  objec- 
tion to  their  receiving  Scripture  lessons.  On  the  same  day  the  Rev. 
W.  LI.  Nicholas,  the  rector  of  Flint,  sent  him  a  reply  to  the  efiect  that 
his  wishes  would  be  strictly  carried  out.  Mr.  Nicholas's  letter  con- 
tained the  following  remarkable  passage  : — 

"  This  is  the  second  letter  yoii  have  sent  to  the  Rectory,  and  on  its  re- 
ceipt my  mind  could  not  help  reverting  to  tlie  time  when  you  vrote  youi^ 
Brat  letter,  and  I  earnestly  trust  that  a  simitar  period  of  so  much  misery  to 
your  family  and  numerous  friends  nwy  not  follow  the  writing  of  this  your 
second  letter." 

Subsequently  several  parents  withdrew  their  children  from  denomi- 
national instruction,  and  on  the  evening  of  Sunday,  February  19th, 
the  names  and  occupations  of  four  of  the  parents  who  had  withdrawn 
their  children  from  denominational  instruction  were  published  from, 
the  parish  pulpit.  The  publication  of  names  in  such  a  connection 
from  the  pulpit  of  the  parish  church  can  only  have  been  intended 
to  terrorise  people  from  claiming  their  legal  rights;  it  amounts  to 
putting  the  parents  named  on  a  black  list,  and  is  calculated  to 
expose  them  to  annoyance  and  loss.  As  a  matt«r  of  fact  it  has  since 
then  exposed  them  to  considerable  annoyance.  In  various  parts  of  the 
country  many  illegitimate  influences  have  been  brought  to  bear  on 
parents  who  wished  to  avail  themselves  of  the  protection  conferred 
by  the  Conscience  Clause,  but  this  must  almost  be  a  "record  "  case.  It 
is  perfectly  monstrous  that  the  manager  of  a  public  elementary  school 
should  use  his  clerical  position  for  the  purpose  of  treating  Noncon- 
formist parents  in  the  way  he  had  described.  Mr.  Price's  cose  does 
not  seem  to  be  the  only  one  of  its  kind.  Mr.  8.  Catherall,  of" 
Gladstone-terrace,  Flint,  on  February  27th  signed  the  foUowing, 
statement : — 
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"Being  a  L.  and  N.W.  Sailw&f  nervant,  and  having  requeated  th« 
mant^TS  of  the  Flint  National  School  not  to  teach  my  childrea  any 
creed  or  catechism  i)f  the  Church  of  England,  the  rector,  the  Rev.  W. 
LI.  Nicholas,  interviews  my  statian-master  about  in]i  doing  so,  and  at  the 
flame  time  stating  his  intention  of  writing  to  the  railway  corapaDy's 
headquarters,  pointing  out  tlmt  he  has  saved  the  railway  company  man; 
pounds  by  keeping  the  Board  echool  out  of  Flint. — S.  Cithekall." 
The  rector  denies  this,  but  we  understand  that  it  is  amply  corroborated. 
Mr.  Lewis,  in  commeoting  on  this,  said :  — 

"Now  that  looked  very  like  a  case  of  int«rference  with  a  workii^- 
tnan'B  employment,  and  he  vished  to  know  whetlier  the  Education  Depart- 
ment or  any  other  department  or  arm  of  Government  had  the  power  to 
protect  parents  in  cases  of  this  kind.  If  not,  it  was  a  state  of  things  that 
called  loudly  for  immediate  action  on  the  part  of  the  Government  It  was 
bad  enough  that  parents  in  7,000  or  8,000  parishes  should  have  no  voice  in 
the  local  management  of  the  public  elementoiy  school  to  which  all  alike 
were  compelled  to  send  tlieir  children,  but  when  it  came  to  this,  that  parents 
could  be  denounced  by  name  from  thi:  paiish  pulpit  and  that  people  might  be 
prejudiced  in  their  means  of  getting  a  livelihood,  it  was  time  b>  ask  what 
.action  the  Government  was  going  to  take  to  protect  parents  in  the  quiet 
and  peaceable  enjoyment  of  their  rights  as  citizens." 

Sir  John  Gorst's  reply  was  of  the  most  flippant  and  oBensive  kind, 
and  Mr.  Lloyd-Oeorge  pointed  out  that  one  of  the  worst  iucidente  in 
connection  with  the  whole  thing  was  his  speech.  He  reminded  the 
jeering  Tories  of  the  Nonconformist  support  they  had  received  at 
the  last  Genera]  Election,  and  said  that  Nonconformists  alL  over  the 
country  would  be  told  of  the  way  in  whidi  the  Unionist  party  treated 
Nonconformist  grievances  when  they  came  before  the  House  of 
Commons.     Certainly  the  whole  incident  is  a  remarkable  object  lesson. 

Mr.   Robson's  Bill,  raising  the  age  of  haJf- 

TaE    HALF-TiHERa    timers  from    eleven  to    twelve,    was    read    a 

Bill.  second  time  on  March  1st  by  an  overwhelming 

majority — 317  to  59.     The  Bill  itself  was  one 

mitted  in  principle,  as  will  be  seen 


to  which  the  Government  were 
from  the  following  comparison  : — 
Clause  II.  of  th£  Eddcation  Bill 
OF  1896. 

On  and  after  the  first  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and'  ninety-eight,  the  Elemen- 
tary Education  (School  Attendance) 
Act,  1893,  shall  have  effect  as  if  "12  " 
were  substituted  therein  for  "  11." 

Provided  that  this  section  shall 
not  apply  in  the  case  of  any  child 
who  at  the  said  date  is,  under  the 
by-laws  then  in  force  in  the  school 
district  in  which  he  resides,  except, 
wholly  or  partially,  aa  the  case  may 
be,  from  the  obligation  to  attend 
school. 


Mr.  Robson's  Bill,  1899. 

On  and  after  the  first  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  nine  hundred, 
the  Elementary  Education  (School 
Attendance)  Act,  1893,  shall  have 
effect  as  if  "12"  were  substituted 
therein  for  "11." 

Provided  that  nothing  in  this  Act 
shall  apply  in  the  case  of  any  child 
who  at  the  said  date  is,  under  the 
by-laws  then  in  force  in  Che  school 
district  in  which  he  resides,  exempt, 
vholly  or  partially,  aa  the  case  may 
}e,  from  the  obligation  to  attend 
school. 
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The  case  doea  not  rest  there,  for,  as  Mr.  Robaon  said  Id  the  speech  in 
which  be  moved  the  second  readioK : — 

"The  Government  ware  p«rtieH  to  the  Berlin  Conference  of  1890,  at 
which  the  leadinf;  proposal  was  that  the  minimum  age  of  child  Ubour  ehould 
be  raised  to  12  years.  The  principal  representative  of  Grent  Britain 
St  the  Conference  was  the  right  hon.  gentleman  now  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Education  Committee  (Sir  Jubu  OorU),  and  he  felt  that  he  could 
not  assent  to  the  proposal  binding  his  Government  and  the  counti;  with- 
out explicit  and  specific  authority,  which  authority  in  express  terms  he 
ubtained  formally  and  officially  from  Lord  Salisbuiy,  and  the  representa- 
tive of  Great  Britain  assented  to  the  proposal,  which  was  intended  to  be 
binding  so  far  as  the  resolutions  of  international  conferences  can  be  binding 
upon  all  parties.  This  enabled  the  delegate  for  Great  Britain  to  say,  in 
opposing  a  proposition  on  the  part  of  the  southern  countries,  that,  ao  far 
as  they  were  concerned,  the  mim'm»m  ^e  should  be  10  ;  '  the  delegates  of 
Great  Britain  have  a((reed  to  the  proftosal  limiting  the  daily  lalxiur  of 
children,  women,  and  young  persons,  and  would  even  wish  to  extend  it 
further'  ;  and  the  right  hon.  gentleman  went  on  to  say,  'We  can  plad)(e 
ourselves  for  Great  Britain  that  our  Government,  faithful  to  its  acuon  in 
the  past,  will  conform  resolutely  in  the  future — if  it  does  not  go  beyond 
them — to  the  benevolent  principles  of  the  Conference.'  That,  of  course, 
did  not  bind  the  House,  but  it  did  bind  the  Ministry,  and  in  no  small 
degree  the  party  to  which  that  Ministry  belonged." 

Yet  the  Government  not  only  did  not  support  the  Bill  as  a  Govern- 
ment, but  did  not  support  it  in  their  individual  capacity.     Of  the  ten 
Cabinet  Ministers  in  the  Commons,  only  one— Mr.  Ritchie — voted  for 
the  Bill,  whilst  the  remaining  nine  abstained  : — 
Mr.  Balfour  I    Mr.  Chamberlain         I    Mr.  Chaplin 

Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach  Lord  G.  Hamilton  Mr.  Walter  Long 

Sir  M.  White  Ridley    |    Mr.  Goschen  I    Mr.  Akers-Douglas 

Of  the  minor  Ministers,  Sir  John  Gorst,  Sir  R.  E.  Webster,  Sir  R.  B. 
Finlay,  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,  Mr.  Dunbar  Barton,  Mr.  Anstruther,  Mr. 
Hayes  Fiaber,  Mr.  Jesse  CoUings,  Mr.  G.  Wyndham,  and  Mr.  John 
AtkinaoD  voted  for  the  Bill ;  whilst  Sir  William  Walroiid  actually 
voted  against  it.  Of  the  30  Ministers,  1 1  voted  for  the  Bill,  1  against 
it,  and  IB  abstained  ;  and  this  (as  we  have  shown)  on  a  Bill  to  the 
principle  of  which  they  have  absolutely  committed  themselves  in  the 
present  Parliament. 

Aa  to  the  merits  of  the  Bill,  we  have  only  space  for  two  extracts. 
Mr.  Robson  said  : — 


"  In  a  declaiati 
Button  operati 


I  against  the  proposal  to  raise  the    age    to    12, 

'  We  consider 


B  consider  the  proposal  is  not  called  for 
in  the  interests  of  the  child  itself,  and  vre  do  hereby  assert  that  a  child  does 
not  suffer  either  physically  or  intellectually  as  Che  result  of  being  a  half- 
timer.  '  That  was  the  Bolton  cotton-spinner  on  his  children.  Now  let  them 
listen  to  the  Bolton  cotton  spinner  on  himself.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Bolton 
cotton -spinners  a  resolution  was  passed  in  which  it  was  declared  of  the 
cotton -spinner,  '  He  has  to  labour  in  a  temperature  ranging  from  80deg,  to 
100  deg.  Fahrenheit,  and  in  a  vitiated  atmosphere  which  is  not  completely 
changed  even  once  a  week.'  It  is  added,  'These  conditiona  render  him 
peeulUrly  liable  to  contract  ohest  oomplainta  and  pulmonary  consumption.' 
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IS  qu  ite  Hufiictent  for 

Mr.  Asquith  said : — 

"  Thin  syetem  ia  dying  a  luitural  death.  It  is  dyiag  sIoitIt,  it  is  mori- 
buod  ;  but,  innBinuchas  it  is  also  mischievous,  that  is  no  good  reason  why 
you  should  not  accelerate  its  end.  I  will  not  go  into  iitatiBtics.  It  is  enough 
to  say  that  if  you  take  three  or  four  of  our  most  important  manufacturing 
towns  you  will  find  that  the  number  of  half-timers  has  diminished  between 
1891  and  the  i)re8ent  day  in  some  cases  by  sixty,  in  some  by  eeventy,  and 
in  some  even  by  eighty  per  cent.  Then  I  should  like  to  ask  my  hon.  Mend 
the  member  tor  Stockport  what,  in  face  of  those  figures,  becomes  of  the 
argument  of  the  nimble  finger,  what  becomes  of  the  suggestion  that  unless 
the  children  are  employed  at  this  early  age  they  will  never  acquire  the  manual 
dexterity  which  is  necessary  in  the  teitUe  industry.  That  argument  is  being 
disfiosed  of  by  the  action  of  the  parents  themselves.  The  same  remark 
applies  to  another  argument  which  was  used,  if  not  by  the  bon,  member  for 
Stockport,  certainly  by  other  speakers — I  mean  the  argumi^nt  of  voluntary 
discontinuance.  If  the  parents  are  voluntarily  discontinuing  the  sending  of 
their  children  into  the  factory  to  work  half-time,  whatever  be  their  motive, 
how  can  it  be  said  that,  if  we  make  it  compulsory,  we  should  be  imposing 
an  intolerable  burden  on  the  working  classes  of  Lancashire  1 " 
The  Government  now  refuse  to  help  the  Bill  in  any  way  by  giving  it 
facilities.  Let  ua  hope  that  they  will  not  kill  its  chances  by  including  in 
the  Whitsuntide  holidays  the  day  on  which  the  Bill  is  down  for  con- 
sideration in  Committee. 


THE  WORKMEN'S  COMPENSATION  ACT. 


"  While  he  [MrAs^it/t]  wilt  deal  with  this  subject  incompletely,  ineffi- 
ciently, 1  propose  to  deal  with  it  once  tor  alt  an<l  completely.  1  propose  to  say 
that  every  workman  who  is  injured  without  fault  of  his  own  shall  be  entitled, 
US  a  matter  of  right,  to  reasonable  compensation,  to  siicb  solace  in  his  mis- 
fortune as  pecunjUT  asBistaiice  can  give  ;  and  I  propose  not  to  make  that  a 
question  of  litigation,  not  to  send  him  into  the  courts  to  get  it,  but  to  make 
it  a  matter  of  statute,  about  which  there  can  l>e  no  possible  uncertainty." 

Mr.  Chamberlain  at  Birmingham,  July  \(Uh,  1895. 
This  was  the  promise  made  by  Mr.  Chamberlain  in  the  coarse  of 
the  last  General  Election  at  one  of  those  "  crowded  "  meetings.  It  is 
becoming  increasingly  evident  how  little  the  Compensation  Act  may 
be  said  to  fulfil  this  wide  promise.  Ko  one  disput«s  of  course  that  tbe 
result  of  the  Act  is  to  increase  the  number  of  accidents  compensated 
for,  but  it  is  already  abundantly  clear  (1)  that  tbe  partial  nature  of 
the  Act  is  deeply  and  bitterly  resented  by  those  to  whom  it  does  not 
apply,  and  (2)  that  the  Act,  so  far  from  precluding  litigation,  afibrds 
abundant  opportunity  for  it.  We  understand  that  an  official  Govern- 
ment return  is  in  preparation  giving  an  account  of  the  County  Court 
cases  decided  in  the  first  six  months  of  the  working  of  the  Act.  In 
any  cose  it  will  be  impossible  for  us  in  these  pages  to  attempt  any 
return  of  that  kind,  but  in  response  to  a  good  many  enquiries  we  now 
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give  a  Bhort  account  of  all  the  cases  which  up  to  the  end  of  March 
have  come  before  the  Court  of  Appeal.  These  coses,  though  not  ver^ 
many  in  number,  are  typical  and  illuminating.  They  serre  to  indicate 
the  defects  of  the  Act^  both  in  what  it  does,  and  in  what  it  does 
not  do. 


Brfore  Lord  Justice  A.  L.  Smith   \ 

Lord  Juatiee  Rigby  •  Jfovtmber  19(ft,  1S98. 

Lord  Jttalice  Collins  \ 

WooDHAM  e,  Thb  Atlantio  Transport  Co. 

The  workman  was  killed  while  working  on  the  employers'  steamship, 
the  Manitoba,  which  was  lying  in  the  Royal  Albert  Docks.  He  was 
employed  with  other  stevedores  to  get  out  a  cargo,  and  under  instruc- 
tions from  the  employers'  foreman  assisted  to  remove  several  cases  of 
cartridges  from  the  hold  and  place  them  in  a  basket,  which  was 
attached  to  a  chain,  worked  by  a  crane  on  the  wharf.  Some  seventeen 
cases  had  been  successfully  raised,  and  he  and  another  man  placed  the 
last  case  in  the  basket,  when  for  some  unknown  reason  the  primers  or 
percussion  caps  exploded.  The  two  men  were  killed,  and  several 
others  were  injured.  The  crane,  which  was  a  hydraulic  crane,  belonged 
to  the  dock  company,  but  had  been  hired  by  the  ship  owners.  There 
was  no  <]oe3tion  that  the  crane  was  their  machinery,  or  that  it  had 
not  been  properly  managed.  The  County-court  Judge  of  Bow  awarded 
the  workman's  widow  jC300.     The  employers  appealed. 

Ifeld  that  the  accident  came  within  the  scope  of    the  Act.     It 

happened  to  the  workman  "in  the  course  of  bis  employment" 

"in   or   about   the  plant  or  machinery"  employed  by  the 

employers  "  in  the  process  of  loading  or  unloading  "  the  ship. 

Billings  b.  Hollowav. 

The  workman  was  injured  at  a  building  in  Clerken well-road  in 
course  of  erection  by  the  falling  of  a  brick  upon  his  head  while  he  was 
working  on  the  street  level.  Proceedings  were  commenced  in  the 
Clerkenwell  County  court,  and  the  arbitration  was  heard  by  Jujge 
Addison,  Q.C.  The  employer  took  an  objection  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  evidence  that  the  building  did  not  exceed  30  ft.  in  height  at  the 
time  of  the  accident,  and  therefore  the  employer  was  not  liable.  The 
Judge  found  that,  as  a  fact,  the  building  did  not  exceed  30  ft.  in  height 
at  that  time,  and  held  that  the  employer,  therefore,  was  not  liable,  aa 
working  on  a  building  less  than  that  height  was  not  a  dangerous  occupa- 
tion within  the  terras  of  the  Act,  which  enacts  that  any  building  which 
exceeds  30  ft.  in  height  and  is  either  being  constructed  or  repaired  by 
means  of  a  scaffold  or  is  being  demolished,  renders  the  undertaker 
liable.     The  workman  appealed. 

ffeld  that  the  building  must  at  the  time  of  the  accident  be 
actually  30  ft.  high  and  that  the  workman  was  not  entitled 
to  compensation. 
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Before  Lord  Justice  A.  L.  Smith    i 

Lord  Juttiee  Rigbff  '•    A'ovemher  26th,  1898. 

Lord  Juttiee  CoUint  ) 

Shitb  v.  Lascabbire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  Co. 

The  workman  waa  a  platelayer,  but  on  the  night  of  the  accident 
s  oi-dered  to  collect  the  tickets  at  Nelson  Station  from  the  p 


of  the  various  trains  as  they  came  in  ea  route  for  Oolne,  the  next 
statiou  on  the  line.  A  train  having  come  into  the  statiou,  Smith  went 
to  various  compartmenls  and  examined  the  tickets,  and  just  as  the 
train  woa  going  out  from  the  platform  opened  the  door  of  a  carriage 
to  let  CoDEtable  Lightowel  enter.  Smith  called  out  to  another  porter, 
asking  if  he  had  taken  Lightowel's  ticket,  and  apparently  at  the 
moment  that  the  reply  came  back  that  the  ticket  had  been  given  op. 
Smith  got  on  the  footboard  of  the  carriage,  and,  seeing  a  young  woman 
vhom  he  knew  seated  in  the  compartment,  said  he  wished  he  was  going 
with  her  to  Colne  by  that  train.  In  getting  ofT,  the  train  by  that  time 
having  got  up  some  little  speed,  his  foot  slipped,  and  he  was  caught 
between  the  platform  and  the  train,  and  crushed  to  death. 

The  widow  claimed  compensation,  which  the  County-court  Judge  of 
Colne  granted  her.     The  employers  appealed. 

Held  that  the  widow  was  not  entitled  to  compensation  since  the 
accident  did  not  arise  out  of  or  in  the  course  of  the  dead 
man's  employment. 
Powell  v.  Brows. 

The  workman  was  a  carter,  and  on  -the  day  that  the  accident 
happened  his  cart  was  loaded  with  timber  while  in  the  street  adjoin- 
ing the  employers'  works.  He  was  walking  about  putting  the  timber 
in  position,  preparatory  to  taking  it  away,  when  the  plank  he  was 
standing  on  tipped  up,  and  he  was  thrown  on  his  head  into  the  road, 
receiving  such  injury  that  he  died.  The  County-court  Judge  of  Liver- 
pool awarded  the  widow  £243,  The  employers  appealed,  on  the  ground 
that  the  cart  standing  where  it  did  was  not  "  about "  their  premises  or 
factory  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act,  and  that  they  had  erroneously 
been  held  liable  by  the  Arbitrator. 

tfeW  that  the  word  "about "  contained  in  section  7  of  the  Act 
meant  "  in  close  proximity  to  "  the  factory,  and  that,  there- 
fore, the  man  did  meet  his  death  on,  in,  or  about  the  factory. 

Before  Lord  Justice  A.  L.  Smith   \ 

LordJMtiee  ChiUy  \  January  lit/t,  1899. 

Lord  Justice  CoUirm  \ 

Kbast  v.  Barrow  Hematite  Steel  Cohpanv. 

The  County-court  Judge  of  Lancashire  made  on  award  in  favour 
of  a  workman,  and  this  appeal  was  brought  by  the  employers.  The 
only  question  in  the  appeal  was  os  to  the  meaning  of  the  words, 
"average  weekly  earnings,"  in  the  first  schedule  to  the  Act.  By 
section  1  of  that  schedule,  "  The  amount  of  compensation  under  this 
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Act  shall  be— (£)  Where  total  or  partial  incapacity  for  work  remltB 
froiu  the  injury,  a  weekly  payment  during  the  incapacity  after  the 
second  week  not  exceeding  90  per  cent  of  his  average  weekly  earnings 
during  the  previous  12  months,  if  he  has  been  so  long  employed,  but, 
if  not,  then  for  ftny  less  period  during  which  he  has  beea  in  the 
employment  of  the  same  employer,  such  weekly  payment  not  to  exceed 
one  pound."  The  workman  had  been  employed  for  16  years  ;  during 
the  laat  year  bis  earnings  amounted  to  ^70  7s.  9d.  TFie  employer  con- 
tended that  the  "  weekly  wage  "  was  obtained  by  dividing  thi?  sum  by 
52;  for  the  workman  it  was  cimtended  that  the  week  days  when  the 
workman  was  not  actually  employed  ought  to  be  excluded. 

IJitld  tliat  the  actually  "wHekly  wage  "  was  obtained  by  dividing  by 
52.  Lord  Justice  A.  L.  Smith  said  ; — 
*'He  (t'li'  Coimty-coiiH  Jiidgi:)  took  the  eamingB  of  the  whole 
12  mnnths,  as  if  the  man  hnd  been  in  emphiymentall  that  time. 
and  he  thought  that,  if  the  man  hud  worked  every  day,  it 
wuuld  have  been  right  t"  divide  by  62  ;  but  he  saw  that  tliere 
were  some  days  on  which  the  man  did  nut  work,  and  he  took 
those  days  and  counted  them  in  weeks  and  sulitracted  that 
number  of  weeks  from  52,  and  divided  by  the  difference.  That 
was  the  judgment  of  the  County- court  Judge,  and  in  hie 
opinion  it  was  wrong.  The  total  amount  of  the  year's  earnings 
ought  to  have  been  divided  by  62,  and  not  by  any  less  number 
excluding  the  weeks  when  the  man  was  at  work, 

Mkllor  v.  Tomkinson  and  Co. 

The  workman  claimed  compensation  from  his  employers  for  acci- 
dental injuries  suffered  by  reaiton  of  a  piece  of  brick  having  gone  into 
his  eye,  in  consequence  of  which  he  lost  the  eye.  The  evidence 
was  as  follows ; — At  the  time  of  the  accident  the  claimant  was  engaged 
iu  building  a  wall  of  a  house  in  the  Yauxh  all -road.  The  wall  waa  not 
then  30  ft.  in  height.  The  claimant  was  on  a  scaffold  just  above  the 
basement.  Beams  were  being  raised  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
flooring.  There  was  a  pole  run  up  about  20  ft.,  and  guy  ropes  from 
the  pole,  and  fastened  to  the  top  of  the  pole  there  was  an  iron 
wheel  with  a  groove  in  it.  An  iron  chain  went  over  the  top  of  the 
wheel.  The  guy  ropes  steadied  the  pole,  and  the  pole  also  ran  into  the 
ground.  One  side  of  the  chain  was  to  book  the  beam  on,  and  the 
other  aide  to  pull  the  beam  in.  Six  or  seven  men  were  at  the  beam 
and  chain  together — -two  to  guide  the  beam,  the  rest  at  the  chain. 
There  was  a  brake  on  the  wheel,  which  stopped  the  beam  from 
running  back.     Section  7  of  the  Act  provides  as  follows  ;^ 

"1.  This  Act  shall  apply  only  to  employment  by  the  under- 
takers, as  hereinafter  defined,  on  or  in  or  about  a  railway, 
factory,  mine,  quarry,  or  euKineering  work,  and  to  employ- 
ment hy  the  undertakers  as  hereinafter  doflned,  on  or  in  or 
about  any  building  which  exceeds  30ft.  iu  height,  and  is  either 
being  constructed  or  repaired  by  means  of  a  scaffolding,  or 
being  demolished,  or  on  which  machinery  driven  by  steam, 
water,  or  other  mechanical  power  is  being  used  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  construction,  repair,  or  deniolition  thereof." 
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It  was  admitted  at  the  trial  on  the  part  of  the  employers  that  a 
.  machine  was  being  used  which  was  driven  by  mechanical  power.  The 
County-court  Judf;e  at  Liverpool  thought  the  case  came  within 
section  7,  and  made  an  award  in  favour  of  the  olumant.  The  em- 
ployers appealed,  and  it  was  argued  on  their  behalf  that  the 
employment  in  question  was  not  un,  in,  or  about  any  enjpneeriog 
work,  or  any  building  which  exceeded  30  ft.  in  height.  The  words 
"  which  exceeds  30  ft.  in  height "  governed  all  that  part  of  the 
subsection  which  followed  tliem.  In  other  words,  it  was  necessary 
in  this  case  that  the  building  should  be  30  ft.  high,  nnd  also  that 
there  should  be  on  it  machinery  driven  by  mechanical  power. 

Held  that   the   workman    was   entitled  to  compensation.     Lord 
Justice  A.  L.  Smith  said : — 

"  It  was  said  that,  ss  the  wall  was  not  30  ft.  high,  the  cose  did  not 
come  within  section  7.  But  he  thought  that  the  words  '  which 
exceeds  30  ft.  in  height'  were  only  coupled  with  the  words 
'and  is  being  constructed  or  repaired  by  means  of  a  scsflbld- 
ing,  or  being  demolished '  ;  and  that  the  antecedent  to  the 
following  words  '  or  on  which  muchinery  driven  by  steam, 
water,  or  other  mechsniciU  power  is  being  used '  was  the  word 
'  building '  simply,  and  uuc  the  words  '  building  which  exceeds 
30  ft.  in  height.'  Therefore,  if  the  building  was  one  on  which 
machinery  driven  by  mechanical  power  was  being  used,  it  was 
not  necessary,  in  order  to  bring  the  case  within  the  Act,  that 
it  should  also  be  30  ft.  high." 

Before  Lord  Jiistice  A.  L.  Smith    I 

Lord  Juntiee  Chilty  >  February  ith,  1899. 

Lord  Justice  ColHns  \ 

KuuBOTTc.  Nunnery  CoLLiBRy  Company  Liuitkd. 

The  workman  was  a  miner  in  the  employment  of  the  appellants, 
the  Nunnery  Colliery  Company,  at  their  colliery,  his  w^^  being  32s. 
per  week.  Upon  July  15th,  1898,  he  was  at  work  with  other  men  in 
the  mine  getting  coal,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the  shift  they  were 
trying  to  get  rid  of  a  stone  from  the  roof  of  the  place  where  they  were 
working.  The  deputy  came  up  at  the  time,  and  instructed  them  to 
put  up  a  bar  across  the  roof  supported  by  two  props,  one  on  each  aide 
of  the  working  place,  in  order  to  prevent  the  stone  from  falling  down. 
This  was  accordingly  done,  but  a  few  hours  later  the  plaintiff  and 
another  man  took  down  the  bar  and  props,  because,  as  they  said,  the 
corves  or  trucks  with  tlie  coal  in  them  could  not  get  by,  and  also 
because  the  getting  of  the  coal  was  rendered  more  dilficulc  by  reason 
of  the  props  standing  against  the  walls  of  the  working  place.  Instead 
thereof  they  put  up  a  prop  directly  under  the  stone  to  support  it. 
About  two  hours  after  this  was  done  the  stone  fell  from  the  roof  apou 
the  respondent,  and  so  injured  his  leg  that  it  had  to  be  amputated.  Upon 
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AQapplicationforcompenB&tion  under  the  Workmeu'sCotnpenaation  Act, 
1897,  the  employers  (intended  th&t  the  reapoadeut  had  been  guilty  of 
"aerioua  and  wilful  misconduct  "within  section  1,  aub-section  2  (c),  of  the 
Act,  bj  disobeying  the  express  orders  of  the  deputy,  &nd  could  not  there- 
fore recover  compensation.  The  deputy  County-court  Judge  of  Sheffield 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  workman  had  not  been  guilty  of  serious 
and  wilful  misconduct,  and  awarded  him  16a.  a  week  from  August  1st 
to  November  Ist,  1898;  149.  a  week  from  November  1st  to  January 
lat,  1899  ;  and  79.  a  week  afterwards.     The  employer  appealed. 

I/eld  that  the  case  was  rightly  decided,  and  that  it  could  not  be 
laid  down  as  a  legal  maxim  that  every  violation  by  a  work- 
man of  any  of  the  rules,  general  or  special,  framed  for  the 
regulation  of  coal  mines  must  necessarily  render  the  man 
guilty  of  serious  and  wilful  misconduct  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act. 

Pbicb  v.  Mabsdes  and  Sons. 

The  workman  at  the  time  when  he  sustained  the  injury  had  been 
a  factory  hand  for  three  years.  Up  to  September  9th,  1898,  he  was 
a  little-piecer,  earning  9s.  6d.  a  week.  On  that  date  he  was  promoted 
to  be  a  side-piecer,  at  13s.  8d.  a  week.  The  accident  happened  on 
September  28th,  1898.  The  only  question  in  the  case  was  as  to  the 
amount  of  compeosation  to  which  the  appellant  was  entitled.  The 
first  schedule  to  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  section  1  (6), 
provides  that  the  compeusation  under  the  Act  where  total  or  partial 
incapacity  for  work  results  (roiii  the  injury  shaU  be  "  a  weekly  pay- 
ment during  the  incapacity  after  the  second  week  not  exceeding 
50  per  cent,  of  his  average  weekly  earnings  during  the  previous  12 
months,  if  he  has  been  so  long  employed  ;  but  if  not,  then  for  any  less 
period  during  which  he  has  been  in  the  employment  of  the  same 
employer,  such  weekly  payment  not  to  exceed  £1."  The  County- 
court  Judge  of  Boltou  took  forty-nine  weeks  at  98.  6d.  and  three 
weeks  at  13b.  8d.,  and  divided  the  total  by  tifty-two,  and  awarded  a 
weekly  payment  of  50  per  cent,  of  that  amount.  It  was  now  con- 
tended on  the  piart  of  the  workman  that  the  words  in  the  schedule, 
"  if  he  has  been  so  long  employed,"  ought  to  be  construed  as  meaning 
"if  he  has  been  so  long  employed  in  the  same  kind  of  employ- 
ment." Here  the  appellant  entered  into  a  new  kind  of  employment 
on  September  9th.  This  case  was  governed  by  the  last  part  of  the 
subsection,  and  the  award  ough>  to  have  been  for  a  weekly  payment 
of  6s.  lOd. 

ffeld  that  the  case  was  rightly  decided ;  the  words  "  if  he  has 
been  so  long  employed  "  in  section  1  (6)  of  the  first  schedule 
to  the  Act  meant  "  if  he  has  been  so  long  employed  by  the 
same  employer,"  and  not  "  if  he  has  been  so  long  in  the  same 
grade  of  employment." 
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Bffore  Lord  Jiutice  A.  L.  Smith 

Lord  Justice  Colliru 

Lord  Jnitiet  Bomer  } 

McNicHOLAS  1.  R.  F.  Dawson  akd  Son. 

The  workman,  named  Patrick  McNieholas,  at  the  time  of  the 
accident  causing  his  death  was  a  workman  in  the  employment  of 
Messrs.  Dawson  and  Son,  who  were  builders  engaged  at  the  time  in 
erecting  a.  post-oftice  and  some  other  buildio^.  McNicholas  was 
employed  to  look  after  a  steam  enj^ne  in  an  engine  shed  and  a  mortar- 
pau,  his  duty  being  to  fire  the  boiler,  to  start  the  engine  and  oil  it, 
and  to  oil  and  feed  a  mortar-pan,  which  was  outside  the  engine  shecl 
in  the  open  air.  The  engine  was  used  for  grinding  mortar  for  the 
post-office,  from  which  it  was  distant  about  20  yai-ds.  Across  the 
middle  of  the  engine  shed  was  a  revolving  shaft  worked  by  the  engine 
and  placed  about  4  ft.  from  the  ground.  The  engine  shed  had  a  full- 
sized  door  at  the  side  furthest  away  from  the  niortarpan,  and  there 
was  a  small  door  4  ft.  high  at  the  side  of  the  shed  nearest  to  the 
mortar-pan.  This  small  door  was  sometimes  used  for  ventilating  the 
engine  shed,  and  it  opened  from  the  inside,  and  the  man  working  at  the 
engine  would  have  to  pass  under  the  shaft  to  go  to  this  door.  The 
deceased  man  had  been  forbidden  to  go  out  of  the  shed  by  this  small 
door.  Upon  the  morning  of  August  6,  1698,  at  about  6.-'>5  a.m., 
the  deceased  man  called  to  an  outdoor  labourer  named  Smith,  who  was 
employed  at  tlie  mortar-pan,  asking  him  if  he  was  ready,  and  upon 
being  answered  in  the  ajfirmative  the  deceased  man  started  the  engine, 
and  about  two  minutes  afterwards  Smith  heard  a  rattling  noise,  and 
upon  going  into  the  engine  shed  he  saw,  as  he  stated  in  his  evidence, 
a  bundle  going  round  the  shaft,  and  he  stopped  the  engine  and  found 
it  was  the  deceased  man,  who  died  shortly  afterwards.  No  one  saw 
how  the  accident  happened.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  deceased  man 
after  having  started  the  engine  to  go  to  the  mortar-pan.  The  evidence 
showed  that  the  proper  way  to  the  mortar-pan  was  by  the  main  door, 
and  that  if  the  deceased  man  wished  to  go  out  by  the  small  door  he 
would  have  to  creep  under  the  shaft  in  order  to  retch  it.  The  oil  can 
used  for  oiling  the  engine  was  found  on  the  shelf  where  it  was  kept 
when  not  in  use,  thus  showing  that  the  accident  did  not  happen  when 
the  deceased  man  was  oiling  the  engine.  Two  main  questions  were 
raised.  First,  whether  the  accident  arose  out  of  and  in  the  course  of 
the  employment,  within  section  1,  sub-section  1,  o!  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act,  1897;  and,  secondly,  whether  the  steam  engine 
was  a  "factory"  within  the  meaning  of  section  7  of  the  Act.  The 
County-court  Judge  of  Bradford  held  that  the  engine  did  constitute 
the  factory,  hut  that  since  the  accident  arose  "  in  the  course  of  "  but 
not  "  out  of  "  the  dead  man's  employment,  he  was  not  entitled  to  com- 
pensation.    The  widow  appealed. 

Held  that  the  County-court  Judge  was  wrong,  that  the  accident 
did  arise  "out  of"  the  workman's  employment,  and  that  the 
widow  was  entitled  to  compensation. 
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Bffore  Lard  Jutliee  A.  L.  Smith  \ 

Lord  Ju»tiee  Rigby  \  March  IKA,  1899. 

Lord  Justice  CoUini  J 

MoDNTAiN  V.  Parr. 

A  workman  claimed  compeosation  before  the  Couaty-court  Judge 
of  Nottingham  sitting  as  an  arbitrator  under  the  Act,  and  an  award 
was  made  in  favour  of  the  workman.  The  employers  gave  notice  of 
their  intention  to  apply  to  the  County-court  Judge  for  a  new  trial. 
On  the  hearing  of  such  application  it  wan  objected  on  the  part  of  the 
workman  that  the  County-court  Jud|;(e  has  no  jurisdiction  to  entertain 
the  question  of  a  new  trial.  The  County-court  Judge  thought  that  he 
liad  juriBdiction  to  entertain  the  application,  but  in  the  result  he 
refused  to  allow  a  new  trial. 

Held  that  the  County-court  Judge,  since  he  had  aot  gua  arbitrator, 

had  no  power  to  grant  a  new  trial  or  jurisdiction  to  entertain 

an  application  for  that  purpose. 

LowTH  V.  H.  AND  W.  Ibbotson. 

The  workman  sustained  personal  injuries  in  the  course  of  his  em- 
ployment as  carter  for  the  employers,  who  were  millera  at  Sheffield. 
The  accident  happened  a  iniie  and  a-half  from  their  factory,  whilst  the 
workman  was  delivering  sacks  of  flour  taken  from  their  factory  on  their 
dray.  The  County-court  Judge  at  Sheffield  held  that  the  employment 
was  not  on,  in,  or  about  a  factory  at  the  time  of  the  accident  within 
tho  meaning  of  section  7  of  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  and  he 
adjudged  that  the  applicant  was  not  entitled  to  compensation.  The 
workman  appealed. 

I/eld  that  the  employment  was  not  "  about "  the  factory,  and  that 
the  County-court  Judge  rightly  found  the  question  of  fact. 

SiMHONB  ».  Whitb  Brothers. 

The  claim  to  compensation  was  made  by  the  father  and  mother  of 
a  boy  of  the  age  of  fourteen,  who  had  been  killed  while  engaged  in 
shunting  trucks  at  the  employers'  works.  The  question  was  whether 
the  father  and  mother  were  "dependents"  wiuhin  the  meaning  of 
section  1  of  the  first  schedule  to  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act. 
By  section  7  (2)  of  the  Act  "'dependents'  means  in  England  and 
Ireland,  such  members  of  the  workman's  family  specified  in  the  Fatal 
Accidents  Act,  1846,  as  were  wholly  or  in  part  dependent  upon  the 
earnings  of  the  workman  at  the  time  of  his  death,"  The  father  said 
in  his  evidence  that  his  son  had  been  at  work  about  five  weeks,  earn- 
ing 17s.  a  week,  and  that  he  used  to  bring  home  his  wages,  and  that 
they,  his  father  and  mother,  took  them  in  the  same  way  as  other 
parents  did,  and  gave  him  what  they  thought  right  as  pocket  money ; 
the  boy's  wages  were  a  help  towards  maintaining  the  family.  The 
County-court  Judge  at  Dartford  thought  that  the  boy's  wages  went 
into  a  common  fund  for  the  benefit  of  the  family,  and  that  they  were 
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Bofficient  to  pay  for  his  keep  and  leave  a  balance,  and  he  found  that 
npon  the  facta  the  parties  were  in  part  dependent  upon  the  deceased, 
and  he  made  an  award  accordingly.     The  employers  appealed. 

Held  iheX  the  Court  of  Appeal  could  not  disturb  the  finding  of 

the  Connty-court  Judge  that  the  father  and  mother  were 

"dependents."     The  Court  approved  the  following  extract 

from  a  legal  text  book  : — 

"By  the  expression  'wholly  or  in  part  dependent'  a  wide  ktitude 

is  given  to  the  arbitrator.     It  would  be  hopeless  to  attempt  to 

lay   down   any   rule   of   guidance,    because   every  case   would 

proliably  differ  in  some  material  circumstance  from  almost  every 

other.       '  Dependent '     probably     means    dependent    for    the 

ordinary  necessaries  of  life  for  n  person  of  that  class  and 

position  in  life.     Thus  the  fioaticial  and  social  position  of  the 

recipient  of  cninpensation  would  have  to  be  taken  into  account. 

That  which  would  make  one  person  dependent  ufton  another 

would  in  another  case  merely  cause  the  one  to  receive  benefit 

fron)  the  other.     Each  case  must  stand  on  its  own  merits  and 

be  decided  as  a  question  of  fact  by  the  arbitrator." 

Before  Lord  Justice  A.  L.  Smith  ^ 

Lord  Justice  CoUing  \  March  l%th,  1899. 

Lord  Justice  Jlomer  J 

Wood  v.  Walsh  and  Sons. 

The  claim  was  by  the  widow  of  a  deceased  workman  who  was 
killed  while  in  the  employment  of  Messrs.  Walsh  and  Sons,  who  were 
painters  and  decorators  at  Leeds.  The  deceased  man  was  at  the  time 
of  the  accident  employed  with  several  other  men  in  cleaning  and 
painting  the  outside  of  a  house  over  30  ft.  in  height  at  Leeds.  The 
work  was  being  done  by  means  of  five  or  six  long  ladders  and  consisted 
of  removing  the  dirt  and  blisters,  making  good  the  woodwork  with 
putty  and  Uie  stonework  with  hall-plaster  ornament,  and  afterwards 
painting  the  surface.  Nothing  was  being  done  to  the  building  except 
preparing  for  painting  and  the  actual  painting.  The  deceased  man 
was  standing  npon  the  rung  of  one  of  the  ladders,  which  was  resting 
against  the  wall,  engaged  in  puttying  and  painting,  when  the  rung  of 
the  ladder  broke,  and  he  fell  to  the  ground  and  was  killed.  One  of 
the  workmen  at  work  had  placed  a  plank  with  one  end  resting  upon 
and  tied  to  the  rung  of  one  of  the  ladders  and  with  the  other  end 
resting  upon  a  window-sill  and  stood  upon  this  plank  to  work,  but  the 
deceased  man  had  not  used  this  plank.  The  claim  for  compensation 
was  referred  to  a  barrister  as  arbitrator  under  Clause  2  of  Schedule 
II.  of  the  Act,  who  held  that  the  building  was  not  being  "  repaired  " 
within  the  meaning  of  section  7,  subsection  1,  of  the  Act,  and  that 
neither  the  ladders  nor  the  arrangement  of  the  plank  resting  on  the 
ladder  and  the  window<sill  were  "  scaffolding"  within  the  meaning  of 
that  section.  He  accordingly  held  that  the  deceased  was  not  killed 
while  engaged  in  any  employment  within  the  Act,  and  made  his  award 
in  favour  of  the  employers,  but  submitted  two  questions  of  law  for  the 
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decision  of  the  Connty-conrt  Judge  of  Leeds — (1)  whether  the  bnllding 
w«B  bein){  "  repaired  "  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act ;  and  (2)  if  so, 
whether  it  was  being  repaired  by  meana  of  a  "scaffolding"  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Act.  The  County-court  Judge  reversed  the  decision 
of  the  arbitrator  upon  both  pointe,  and  awarded  the  claiuiant 
an  agreed  sum  of  £237  18s.  By  section  T,  subsection  1,  of  the  Work- 
men's Compensation  Act,  1897  : — "  This  Act  shall  apply  only  to  em- 
ployment ...  on,  in,  or  about  any  building  which  exceeds  30ft, 
in  height,  and  is  either  being  constructed  or  repaired  by  means  of  a 
ficaffolding,  or  being  demolished.  ."     The  employers  appealed. 

Held    that    the    building    was    not    being     "  constructed  "    or 
"  repaired,"  and  that  the  arrangemeut  of  ladders  was  not  a 
"scaffolding,"  and  that    the  widow  was  consequently    not 
entitled  to  compensation. 
Before  Lord  Juatitx  A.  L.  Smith    | 

Lord  Juatiee  Cotlitu  \  March  25th,  1899. 

Lord  Justice  Homer  ] 

HODDINOTT  V.    NlWTON,    CbAMBBSS   AXD  CO.,    LiUtTBD. 

The  workman  was  at  the  time  of  bis  deatii  in  the  employment  of 
the  defendants,  who  were  builders.  A  stable  had  been  built  for  the 
London  General  Omnibus  Company  about  six  months  before  the  time 
of  the  accident,  and  was  occupied  by  the  company.  After  It  was 
occupied  the  company's  engineer  considered  that  it  was  requisite  to 
strengthen  the  structure  by  putting  in  iron  stays  to  prevent  vibration. 
The  defendants  were  employed  by  the  company  to  put  in  the  stays 
£utening  together  the  columns  and  girders  of  the  stable.  For  that 
purpose  three  planks  were  placed  tm  two  trestles  about  8  ft.  from  the 
ground,  and  the  workmen  stood  on  the  planks  while  at  work.  Those 
treetles  and  planks  were  removed  each  night  on  account  of  the  hones 
in  the  stable.  At  the  time  of  the  accident  the  deceased  man  was 
standing  on  the  planks  engaged  in  assisting  to  raise  up  one  of  the  iron 
stays,  when  he  overbalanced  himself  and  fell  ofi|  and  was  killed.  Two 
questions  were  raised — (1)  whether  the  building  was  over  30ft.  in 
height,  and  (2)  whether  it  was  being  "  constructed  or  repaired  by 
means  of  a  scaffolding"  within  section  T,  subsection  1,  of  the  Work- 
men's Compensation  Act,  1897.  The  height  from  the  ground  to  the 
parapet  of  the  building  was  28  ft.,  and  from  the  ground  to  the  top  of 
the  roof  the  height  was  36  ft.  The  contention  on  behalf  of  the 
-employers  was  that,  inasmuch  as  nothing  was  being  done  to  the  roof, 
the  height  of  the  building  must  be  taken,  as  in  Section  5  of  the 
London  Building  Act,  1894  (57  and  58  Vict.,  c.  CCXIII),  from  the 
ground  to  the  top  of  the  parapet  It  was  also  contended  on  their 
behalf  that  the  building,  if  over  30  ft.  in  height,  was  not  being  "  con- 
structed or  repaired  by  means  of  a  scaffolding,"  the  work  consisting  of 
alterations  to  the  building,  and  not  repairs,  and  the  arrangement  of 
planks  and  trestles  not  being  a  "scaffolding."  The  County-court 
Judge  of  Wandsworth  decided  both  the  questions  in  favour  of  th' 
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widow  of  the  workman,  imd  awarded  her  £246  Us.  as  compensation. 
The  employers  appealed. 

Held  that  the  widow  was  not  entitled  to  compenaation,  since  the 
building  was  not  being  "constmcted"  or  "repaired"  "by 
means  of  a  scaffolding"  (apparently  she  would  have  been 
if  the  Act  bad  said  "  altered  "). 
Lord  Justice  A.  L.  Smith  said  that  in  his  opinion  the  height  of  a 
building  is  its  height  up  to  the  top  of  the  roof. 
Rbbb  v.  Tbomab. 

The  workman  was  a  miner  in  the  employment  of  the  defendant, 
who  was  a  colliery  propiietor,  and  belonged  to  the  class  called  firemen. 
One  of  bis  duties  was  to  examine  the  mine  from  time  to  time  and 
make  reporte.  On  the  day  of  the  accident  be  bad  examined  the  mine, 
and  found  it  in  a  proper  state,  and,  having  made  a  report  in  writing, 
it  was  his  duty  to  take  his  report  to  an  office,  which  was  about  half  a 
mile  distant  from  the  pit's  mouth.  Some  trucks  loaded  with  ashes 
were  just  about  to  start,  drawn  by  a  horse,  along  a  tramway  in  the 
direction  of  the  office.  Ilie  deceased,  in  breach  of  one  of  the  rules  of 
the  colliery,  got  upon  one  of  the  trucks  in  order  to  have  a  ride. 
While  the  trucks  were  proceeding,  the  horse  took  fright  at  something 
and  bolted.  The  deceased  jumped  off  the  truck  and  tried  to  atop  the 
horse,  and  in  so  doing  he  was  run  over  and  killed.  The  Couaty-court 
Judge  of  Bridgend  found  as  a  fact  that  the  deceased,  though  acting  in 
breach  of  a  rule,  had  not  been  guilty  of  serious  and  wilful  misconduct- 
within  the  meaning  of  section  1,  sub-section  2  (c),  of  the  Act,  and 
that  his  widow  was  entitled  to  compensation.  The  employer  appealed.. 
Held  that  the  widow  of  the  worknian  was  entitled  to  coropenaation.. 


POINTS    FROM   THE    PAPERS. 


i-om  the  Hevcastle  Daily  Chronicle,  MarcA  l«A,  1899. 

"The  lawof  compensation  is  the  Nemesis  even  of  the  Compensation 
law.  If  Mr.  Chamberlain  wanted  law  on  the  subject  he  is  getting 
it  with  a  vengeance.  Eveiything  is  uncartain  about  the  legislation 
of  the  subject,  hut  there  is  no  uncertainty  about  the  lit^tion  of  the 
subject.  In  the  Gateshead  County  Court,  yesterday,  Judge  Green- 
well  found  for  the  employers  in  the  case  of  the  boy  injured  in  the 
hand  at  the  Birtley  Iron  Co.'s  colliery,  who  was  encouraged  by  Afr. 
Chamberlain's  Bill  to  refuse  work  ho  was  still  fit  for,  because  he 
expected  compensation.  Mr.  Chamberlain's  Bill  leaves  him  with  no 
work  and  no  compenaation.  On  Saturday  the  Court  of  Appeal,  also 
deciding  against  the  workman  deluded  into  coats  to  the  top  of  hia 
bent,  applied  ite  mind  to  considering  what  spociGc  distance  might 
he  covered  in  any  particular  case  by  the  wordH  "about  a  factory." 
All  that  is  becnmii^  more  and  more  clesr  is  that  ah  Judge  Greenhow 
prophesied,  there  is  a  law  suit  in  every  case.  And  this  is  the  Act 
that  was  to  cover  all  accidents  by  avoiding  all  litigation.  Unionism 
has  sold  ita  birthright  for  a  '  mess '  indeed." 
This  is  strong  language  from  a  Unionist  paper. 
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From  the  Timee>  March  20lh,  1S99. 

"  On  the  6th  of  April  laat  you  permitted  me  t«  point  out  that 
the  theory  that  'one  fortress  can  neutralise  nDother' — a  theory 
believed  of  stratesiRta  of  a  certain  clasa — is  'based  apoa  nothin)[.' 
At  the  Bante  time  I  slated  that  Wei-hai-wei  was  no  valid  answer  to 
Port  Arthur,  and  that  it  would  be  '  a  permanent  source  of  expendi- 
ture and  of  weakness  to  the  Empire.'  My  assumption  'that  a 
recrudescence  of  this  theory  in  its  baldest  form  is  the  explanation 
of  the  proposal '  to  obtain  a  lease  of  Wei-hai-wei  is  now  fully  con- 
firmed. Just  eleven  days  later  Sir  0.  MacDonald  informed  the 
Foreign  OtBcethat 'The  balanceofpowerintheGulfofPe-chili  .  .  . 
mnst  be  redressed  bya  lease  of  Wei-hai-wei  to  Great  Britain  on 
similar  terms '  to  those  granted  to  Russia  in  the  case  of  Port 
Atthor.  The  Yam§n  was  further  instructed  that  '  Groat  Britain  had 

S'ven  a  proof  of  her  sincerity  in  declaring  the  acquisition  of  Wei- 
d-wei  to  be  forced  on  her  by  offering  a  pledge  that  she  would  ask 
for  no  port  in  the  gulf  if  Russia  woiud  aostain  from  her  demand 
for  Fort  Arthur.'  TotheTamfin.  .  .  this  very  open  port  with  a  few 
aqnare  miles  of  territory  may  have  appeared  in  the  light  of  an 
equivalent  to  the  eminently  defensible  harbour  of  Pore  Arthur, 
with  its  Qxisting  forts  and  s  splendid  Hinterland  represented  by  the 
valuable  province  of  Hancliuria.  The  YamSn,  however,  is,  as  a 
body,  not  renowned  for  its  knowledge  of  strategic  questions.  If 
the  British  public  believes  that  we  have  at  present  secured  any 
advantages  in  China  comparable,  from  the  naval  or  the  commercial 
point  of  view,  to  those  which  Russia  has  acquired  and  is  now  busily 
developing,  it  will  before  long  t>e  painfully  undeceived.  The 
important  despatch  from  which  I  have  quoted  states  that  *  no 
opposition  has  been  raised  to  such  Russian  requirements  as  the 
extension  of  the  Siberian  Railway  to  an  ice-free  port  and  the  lease  of 
the  latter  from  China  ;  but  the  acquisition  of  a  fortiBed  port  was  on 
a  totally  different  footing.'  It  seems  almost  impossible  to  believe, 
even  in  face  of  the  above  words,  that  her  Majesty's  Government 
really  thought  that  the  ice-free  port,  which  was  to  be  the  terminus 
of  the  Siberian  Railway,  would  ne  unfortlBed.  It  may  be,  however, 
that  diplomatic  contact  with  the  Yam6n  has  infected  our  counsels, 
and  throughout  our  policy,  during  more  than  a  year,  there  runs  a 
vein  of  simplicity,  combined  with  an  evident  anxiety  to  score  on 
subsidiary  points,  which  is  essentially  Chinese.  I  sincerely  wish 
that  I  were  able  to  endorse  your  verdict  that  the  China  Blue-book 
i.  'ulWMtorylo  the  ration.'"  i,ll„ /„,„  "Miie," 

This  amply  confirms  all  we  have  alwaye  urged  about  Wei-hai-wei. 


From  the  Times.  March  2ith,  1890. 

"  At  a  largely  attended  and  very  excited  meeting  of  the 
divisional  council  of  the  West  Derby,  Liverpool,  Constitutional 
Association  last  night,  a  resolution  of  confidence  in  Mr,  W.  H. 
Long,  the  member  for  the  division,  was  defeated  because  of  his 
attitude  in  regard  to  the  Church  Discipline  Bill.     A  resolution  waa 

3 ted  by  a  majority  culling  upon  Mr.  Lung  to  support  the  second 
ng  of  the  Bill." 
Poor  Mr.  Long !     He  is  the  Minister,  of  course,  against  whom  the 
"Canine  League  "  organises  memorials  to  Lord  Salisbury,  praying  that 
he  may  be  dismissed. 
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From  tht  Snn,  March  2nd,  1899. 

"The  death  of  Lord  Herschell  draws  attention  to  the  woeful 
paucity  oC  tegnJ  taleutin  the  ranks  of  the  Radical  pnrty.  With  the 
solitary  exception  of  Lord  Rusaell  of  Killovren — whom  some  old- 
time  diaabilitj  of  religious  belief  would  debar  from  the  woolsack — 
there  is  no  siogle  lawyer  of  the  front  isnk  professing  himself 
in  sympathy  with  the  trend  of  modern  Radicalism.  Were  Sir 
Henry  Campbell-Bannemuui.  ...  to  obtain  a  majority  at 
the  next  election,  it  would  be  neoessary  to  find  some  sort  of  a 
figure-bead  for  the  Chancellorship,  and  the  choice  would  lie,  we 
suppose  with  some  peltifogging  lUtie  barrider  such  as  Mr.  Aaquifh 
or  Mr.  Haldane.  .  .  /' 
We  quote  this  from  the  "gentlo-mMjly"  party;  the  italics  are  a 


From  the  Times,  March  20(A,  1899. 

"  The  March  report  of  the  United  Society  of  Boilermakers  and 
Iron  and  Steel  Shipbuilders  refers  to  the  action  which  the  Barrow 
Steel  Company  is  alleged  to  have  taken  as  a  consequence  of  the 
Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  and,  after  quoting  the  notice  issued 
by  the  company  that  henceforth  no  men  are  to  be  engaged  who  are 
known  to  have  any  physical  defects,  or  who  are  over  fifty  years  of 
age,  says  it  is  difficult  to  understand  how  a  board  of  directors, 
having  for  its  chaii-man  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  a  member  of  the 
Oovemment  that  passed  the  Compensation  Act,  and  numbering 
amongst  its  members  such  gentlemen  as  Sir  Lowthian  Bell,  Sir  D. 
Dale,  and  others  of  prominence,  should  permit  such  a  notice  to  be 
posted  with  such  conditions  as  therein  contained.  If  such  conditions 
are  to  be  generally  applied,  the  advice  of  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  to  the  Parliamentary  committee  on  the  subject  and 
the  remarks  of  other  members  of  the  Qnvomment,  members  of 
Parliament,  and  Urge  employers  concerning  the  injury  done  by 
strikes  and  lock-outs,  and  the  need  of  boards  of  conciliation  cannot 
be  carried  into  practice,  as  all  conciliation  where  it  now  exists  must 
come  to  an  end,  and  in  its  place  there  will  be  the  old  condition  of 
want  of  confidence,  dissatisfaction,  strikes,  and  misery,  and  the  end 
will  bo  the  ruin  of  employers,  workmen,  and  trade  of  the  counti;." 
It  would  seem  that  the  employers  are  "penny  wise,  pound  fooliih." 


From  the  Hevcaatle  Chronicle,  Mnrck  2Tf A,  1899. 

"Had  the  mischievoua,  iniquitous,  and  stupid  Compensation 
Act  stood  alone,  it  might  have  been  overlooked,  and  its  worst 
effects  subsequently  remedied.  But  it  does  not  stand  alone.  It 
forms  part  and  parcel  of  a  whole  string  of  Bills  and  Orders,  every 
one  designed  to  harass  some  class  or  mdustry,  and  every  one  in- 
creasing the  determination  of  the  commercial  and  industrial  sections 
of  the  community  to  accept  Mr.  Buckingham  Po^'s  advice,  and 
vote  gainst  the  Unionists  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  Nowhere  is 
it  more  fully  realised  than  in  the  North  of  England  that  the  men 
who,  four  years  ^o,  were  the  sturdiest  champions  of  Conservatism 
have,  by  these  performances  of  the  Government,  been  converted 
into  ite  bitter  adversaries.  They  will  not  readily  be  persuaded  to 
trust  the  party  again.  The  Government  have  disgusted  their  best 
friends." 
The  Keuxaitle  Chronicle,  It  should  be  said,  is  strongly  Unionist. 
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From  the  Spectator,  .Varrh  25th,  1899. 

"The  Government  lacks  nerve  in  dealing  with  elavetr-  Sir  A. 
Reid  on  WedDesd&j  proved  concluBively  that  the  British  Govem- 
nent  in  Zanzibar  not  only  recogniaeH  the  status  of  slavery,  but 
restores  slares  to  their  ownent,  BiTing  in  detail  the  case  of  three 
women  who  were  so  restored.  Mr,  Brodrick  admitted  the  tacts, 
«nd  could  only  sny  in  extenuation  that  we  took  over  Zanzibar  under 
an  agreement  not  to  emancipate  persona  now  in  slavery  without 
compensatian,  and  that  on  the  mainland  we  stand  pledged  by  a 
declaration  of  Lord  Eimberley  to  allow  the  law  of  Islam  tu  prevaiL 
Both  excuses  are  illusory.  England  can  pay  the  compensation  if  it 
ia  really  promised,  though  a  pramise  not  to  abolish  burglary  unless 
the  buigUrs  were  compensated  would  be  considered  too  immoral  to 
be  kept ;  and  though  Mahommodan  law  permits  slavery,  it  does  not 
establish  it.  On  the  contrary,  in  certain  cases  it  makes  of  manu- 
mission a  duty.  The  plain  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  Sir  Arthur 
Hardinge  coerces  the  Foreign  Office,  and  that  if  he  were  an 
abolitionist,  slavery  would  be  extinct  in  our  African  dominion.  We 
have  simply  to  refuse  to  recognise  the  existence  of  such  a  status, 
and  punish  any  man  who  flogs  a  slave  as  if  he  had  flogged  a  free 
woman,  and  slavery  would  cease  to  exist.  Perfect  Justice  will  not 
be  done  till  the  holding  of  a  slave  is  declared  to  be  kidnapping, 
which  it  is  ;  but  liberty  to  fW  makes  slavery  uiiprofi table,  and  when 
it  does  not  pay  it  ceases.  The  excuses  for  it  are  rubbish.  It  is 
simply  an  unusually  cruel  kind  of  theft." 
This  is  plaia  speaking  from  a  paper  which  always  dies  in  the  last 

ditch  LD  its  anxiety  to  defend  all  that  this  Oovernment  does. 


POINTS    FROM    SPEECHES. 

Lord  Cross.  Oxford,  Harcb  3td,  1899. 

"  He  saw  that  his  friend  Sir  Edward  Grey,  speaking  at  Oxford  a 
few  days  ago,  said  there  had  been  there  in  former  years  Mr. 
Chamberlain  and  Mr.  Goachen.  That  spoke  a  good  deal  for  the 
union  of  the  Liberal  party,  Mr.  Ooschen  had  certainly  left  it  long 
ago,  and  he  should  say  that  Mr.  Chamberlain  was  about  the  most 
Conservative  member  of  the  present  Government." 

Fmm  the  Tlmss,  March  4lh,  1399. 
What  a  certificate  of  character  for  Mr.  Chamberlain — the  most 
Toiy  member  of  a  Tory  cabinet ! 

Lord  Qeorge  Hamilton.  Hotel  Metropole,  March  2itli,  1899. 

"  There  were  some  people  in  the  world  who  thought  that  it  was 
a  proof  of  strength  ana  patriotism  to  indulge  in  provocative 
language  towards  foreign  Mmisters.  Lonl  Salisbury  did  not  hold 
that  view,  and  the  country  might  fairly  be  proud  of  the  manner  in 
which  he  had,  not  on  behalf  of  the  Unionist  party,  but  of  the 
Empire,  satis^torily  concluded  the  various  negotiations  of  recent 
years  which  hod  settled  all  the  differences  that  had  assumed  an 
acute  form."  ^^^^  ^^  Standard,  March  25th,  1899. 

Hr.  Chamberlain  (who  likes  to  be  thought  a  "  strong  "  man,  and 

who  lectures  on  "  Patriotism  "),  please  note. 
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BILLS  OF  THE  SESSION. 

(An  A$UrUk  indieattt  that  the  BiUi*  a  Oovemment  Metuure.) 

*SiiALL  Houses  (Acquisition  of  Ownbbship). 

A  Bill  to  empower  local  authorities  to  advaace  money  for  enabliDg 
persons  to  acquire  the  ownership  of  small  houses  in  which  they  re- 
side, prepared  and  brought  io  by  Mr.  Chamberlain  and  Sir  Richard 
Webster,  and  read  a  first  time  on  March  14lh. 

The  local  authority  (as  defined  below)  is  empowered  to  advance 
money  to  a  resident  in  any  town  within  its  area  to  enable  him  to 
acquire  the  ownership  of  the  house.    The  advance  must  not  exceed — 

(a)  Four-fifths  the  market  value  of  this  ownership, 

(b)  £240. 

The  advance,  with  interest,  must  be  paid  off  in  not  more  than  30 
years ;  the  rate  of  interest  must  not  be  more  than  10s.  more  than  the 
rate  at  which  the  local  authority  itself  borrows  the  money.  Pro- 
vision is  made  for  the  house  owner  to  pay  off  the  whole  or  part  of  the 
principal  at  any  of  the  usual  quarter  days. 

Before  making  an  advance  a  local  authority  must  be  satisfied — 

(a)  that  the  applicant  is  resident  or  intends  to  reside  in  the 
house; 

(6)  that  the  value  of  the  ownership  of  the  house  is  sufficient ; 

(e)  that  the  title  to  the  ownership  is  one  which  an  ordinary  mort- 
gagee would  be  willing  to  accept ; 

(d)  that  the  house  is  in  good  sanitary  condition  and  good  repur ; 
and 

(e)  that  the  repayment  to  the  local  authority  of  the  advance  is 
secured  by  an  instrument  vesting  the  ownership  (including  any 
interest  already  held  by  the  purahaaer)  in  the  local  authority  subject 
to  the  right  of  redemption  by  the  applicant. 

Until  the  advance  is  fully  paid  ofi^  or  the  local  authority  has  taken 
possession  or  ordered  a  sale,  the  house  is  held  subject  to  the  following 
conditions : — 

(a)  Every  sum  for  the  time  being  due  in  respect  of  principal  or  of 
interest  shall  be  punctually  paid ; 

(b)  The  proprietor  of  the  house  shall  reside  in  the  house  ; 

(e)  The  house  shall  be  kept  insured  against  fira  to  the  satasfaction 
of  the  local  authority,  and  the  receipts  for  the  premiums  produced 
when  required  by  them ; 

{d)  The  house  shall  be  kept  in  good  sanitary  condition  and  good 
repair;  and 

(s)  The  bouse  shall  not  be  used  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquws, 
and  shall  not,  without  the  written  consent  of  the  local  authority,  be 
used  for  any  purpose  other  than  a  dwelling  bouse  only. 

The  proprietor  of  a  house  may,  with  the  permission  of  the  local 
authority   (which   may   not  be   unreasonably  withheld)  at  any  time 
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trsdisfer  his  interest  in  the  house,  but  the  transfer  must  be  subject  to 
Hm  Btstatory  provisions. 

If  the  proprietor  ceases  to  reside,  the  local  authority  may  talie 
poesession ;  if  he  breaks  any  other  of  the  statutory  conditions  the  local 
aothority  may  (a)  take  posssesion  or  [b)  order  a  sale  without  taking 
poasession.  Except  as  to  punctual  payment  of  principal  and  interest^ 
the  proprietor  shall  always  be  given  two  months  in  which  to  comply 
with  any  statatory  condition. 

When  the  local  authority  takes  the  house  they  are  to  pay  to  the 
proprietor : — 

the  value  of  the  house  ;  leit 

(a\  the  amount  of  principal  and  interest  remaining  unpaid,  and 
(6)  the  expenses  of  taking  possession. 

If  the  house  is  not  sold,  the  amount  of  the  value  of  the  house  is  (in 
default  of  agreement)  to  be  settled  by  arbitration. 

If  the  local  authority  order  a  sale  without  taking  possession  they 
may  sell  it  by  auction  and  get  the  principal  and  interest  out  of  the 
net  proceeds.  If  the  house  cannot  be  sold  by  auction  the  local  autho- 
rity may  take  possession  without  paying  any  sum  to  the  proprietor. 

As  to  residence : — 

(1)  It  will  be  sufficient  if  an  applicant  undertakes  to  begin  his 
residence  within  six  months. 

(2)  The  local  authority  may  allow  an  absence  of  not  more  than 
four  months  in  the  year — e.^.,  for  letting  as  a  furnished  house. 

The  ownership  of  the  house  is  to  be  transferred  to  the  proprietors 
on  easy  terms,  the  transfer  fee  not  to  exceed  ten  shillings. 

A  local  authority  is  to  be  the  councilof  a  county  or  a  county  borough; 
any  town  council  or  urban  district  council  for  an  area  of  not  less  than 
10,000  inhabitants  may  adopt  the  Act.  In  such  a  case  the  county 
cooncil,  and  the  town  (or  urban  district)  council  must  not  make  an 
advance  in  respect  of  the  same  house. 

All  expenses  incurred  by  a  county  council  come  out  of  the  county 
rate ;  by  a  county  borough  council  out  of  the  borough  fund  or  rate ; 
by  a  town  (or  urban  district)  council  out  of  the  rate  applicable  to  the 
general  purposes  of  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

When  the  net  expenses  amoant  to  a  penny  in  the  pound  there  are  to 
be  no  further  advances  for  five  years,  or  if  the  amount  be  more  than  a 
penny,  until  the  expenses  fall  below  that  sum. 

A  person  is  not  "resident"  in  a  house  unless  he  is  both  the 
occupier  of  and  resident  in  that  house. 

"  Ownership  "  means  such  interest  or  combination  of  interests  in  a 
house  as,  together  with  the  interest  of  the  purchaser  of  the  owner- 
ship, constitutes  either  a  fee  simple  in  possession  or  a  leasehold  interest 
in  possessionof  at  least  sixty  years  unexpired  at  the  date  of  the  purchase. 

The  Act  is  to  apply  to  Scotland  and  Ireland.  In  Scotland  the 
local  authority  in  the  counties,  including  the  burghs,  with  less  than 
7,000  population  is  to  be  the  county  council,  and  in  other  burgh 
the  town  oouacil  or  commissioners  of  the  burgh. 
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A  Bill  to  amend  the  law  relating  to  the  Bale  of  Food  and  Druss, 
prepared  and  brought  in  bj  Mr.  Long,  Sir  B.  B.  Finlay,  and  Mr.  T. 
W.  Russell,  and  read  a  firat  time  on  Feuruar;  23rd,  and  a  second  time 
on  March  9  th. 

The  Bill  deals  with  (1)  agricultural  products  and  (2)  the  sale  of 
food  and  drugs  ;  whilst  supplemental  clauses  provide  that  the  Bill 
shall  apply  to  Ireland,  and  be  adiuinistered  there  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  and  the  Privy  Council,  and  in  Scotland  by  the  Local 
Oovernment  Board  in  Edinburgh. 

Under  the  part  of  the  Bill  devoted  to  the  regulation  of  the  im- 
portation of  agricultural  produce,  it  is  proposed  to  extend  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Margarine  Act,  1887,  to  "margarine-cheeae"  j  to  require 
the  brand  or  mark  enjoined  by  section  6  of  that  Act  to  be  on  the 
package  containing  margarine  or  margarine-cheese,  and  not  solely  on  a 
label  or  ticket ;  to  extend  the  provisions  of  section  9  of  the  Act  of 
1887  to  premises  wherein  the  business  of  a  wholesale  dealer  in  margarine 
or  margarine-cheese  is  carried  ou  ;  and  to  compel  eveiy  manufacturer 
of  or  wholesale  dealer  in  such  substances  to  keep  a  register  showing 
the  quantity  and  destination  of  each  consignment.  It  is  also  proposed 
that  the  importer  of  margarine  or  marfi^rine-cheese,  adulterated  or 
impoverished  butt«r  or  muk,  and  condensed,  separated,  or  skimmed 
milk,  except  in  packages,  tins,  cans,  or  other  receptacles  clearly 
marked  with  the  description  of  the  substance,  shall  be  liable,  on 
summary  conviction,  for  the  first  offence,  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  £20, 
for  the  second  offence  £50,  and  for  the  third  £100. 

Extensive  powers  are  conferred  upon  the  Board  of  Agriculture — (I) 
of  sampling  articles  of  agricultural  produce;  (2)  of  actiog  in  defanlt  of 
the  local  authority;  and  (3)  of  making  regulations  as  to  ansiIyBis  of  milk, 
batter,  or  cheese.  Officers  of  the  Board  are  to  be  authorised  to  pro- 
cure for  analysis  samples  of  any  article  of  food,  and  if,  after  the  result 
of  the  analysis  has  been  communicated  to  the  local  authority,  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  are  of  opinion  that  the  latter  have  failed  in 
their  duty  under  the  Acts,  they  may,  it  is  proposed,  empower  an 
officer  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  Acts  at  the  expense  of  the 
local  authority.  Another  clause  gives  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
powers  to  make  regulations  for  determining  what  deficiency  in  any  of 
the  normal  constituents  of  genuine  milk,  butter,  or'  cheese,  or  what 
addition  of  extraneous  matter,  shall  raise  a  presumption,  until  the 
contrary  is  proved,  that  the  milk,  butter,  or  cheese  is  not  genuine. 

The  part  of  the  Bill  dealing  with  the  sale  of  food  and  drugs 
amends  section  14  of  the  Act  of  1875  as  to  samples,  repeals  section  15 
of  the  same  Act,  and  provides  that,  where  under  that  Act  a  person 
guilty  of  an  offence  is  liable  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  £20,  he  shall  be 
liable  for  a  second  offence  under  the  same  provision  to  a  fine  not 
exceeding  £50,  and  for  any  subsequent  offence  to  a  fine  not  exceeding 
£1G0.  The  Bill  also  deals  with  the  use  of  a  warranty  or  invoice  as  a 
defence  to  any  proceeding  under  the  Acts.  It  proposes  that  no  such 
document  shsJl  be  available  unless  the  defendant  has  within  seven  days 
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•fter  the  receipt  from  the  parcliaser  of  notice  of  his  intention  to  take 
proceedings  sent  to  the  littter  a  written  notice  stating  that  he  intends 
to  rely  on  the  warranty  or  invoice,  and  specifying  the  Dame  and 
address  of  the  person  from  whom  he  received  it.  In  the  case  of  a 
warranty  or  invoice  given  by  a  person  resident  outside  the  United 
Kingdom,  under  the  Bill  it  will  not  be  available  as  a  defence  unless 
the  defendant  proves  that  he  hod  taken  reasonable  steps  to  ascertain 
the  accuracy  of  the  statement  contained  in  any  such  document. 

*  Regulation  of  Railways. 

A  Bill  to  extend  and  amend  the  Railway  Regulation  Acts,  pre- 
pared and  brought  in  by  Mr.  Ritchie  and  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach, 
and  read  a  (irst  time  on  February  27th. 

The  Board  of  Trade  is  from  time  to  time  to  be  able  to  ordera  rail- 
way company : — 

"  (a)  To  provide  for  and  u ^e  on  all  their  engines  engaged  in  moving 
traffic  a  brake  with  proper  appliances,  working  by  means  of  steam  or 
other  power,  on  all  the  wheels  of  the  engine  other  than  bogie  wheels. 

"  (6)  To  provide  for  and  use  on  all  their  trains  couplers  for  carriages 
and  wagons  coupling  automatically  by  impact,  and  capable  of  being 
uncoupled  without  the  necessity  of  men  going  between  the  ends  of  the 
carri^es  or  wagons  to  uncouple  them. 

"  (c)  To  provide  for  and  use  on  all  their  goods-wagons  brakes  capable 
of  being  applied  and  released  from  either  side  of  the  wagon,  so  as  to 
obviate  the  necessity  of  men  passing  between  the  ends  of  the  wagons 
to  apply  or  release  them. 

"  (d)  To  provide  for  and  use  on  all  their  goods-wagons  either  labels 
on  both  sides  of  the  wagons  or  a  label  so  placed  as  to  be  seen  from 
either  side  of  the  wagon,  so  as  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  men  passing 
between  the  ends  of  the  wagons  to  examine  the  labels, 

"  (e)  Not  to  p«!rmit  any  engine,  train,  carriage,  or  wagon  to  run  or 
to  be  used  on  the  railway  the  une  of  which  on  the  railway,  if  it  be- 
longed to  the  railway  company  itself,  would  be  in  contravention  of 
any  order  under  this  section." 

It  is  provided,  however,  that  in  making  any  order  under  this 
section  the  Board  of  Trade  shall  have  regard  to  the  nature  and  extent 
of  the  traffic  on  the  line,  and  to  the  character  of  the  line,  and  shall 
before  making  any  such  order  hear  any  person  whom  the  Board  of 
Trade  may  consider  entitled  to  be  heard.  Five  years  after  the 
passing  of  the  Act  the  Board  of  Trade  will  be  empowered  to  issue 
orders  for  the  provision  and  use  of  automatic  couplers,  and  after  an 
interval  of  two  years  the  provision  and  use  of  brakes  or  of  labels 
can  be  enforced.  Failure  to  comply  with  any  order  under  the  Act 
may  be  dealt  with  by  the  Railway  and  Canal  Commission,  on  the 
application  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  as  in  the  case  of  the  other  Acts 
under  which  the  Commission  have  jurisdiction. 

Railway  companies  are  to  be  able  to  issue  debentures  beai-ing 
interest  not  exceeding  5  per  cent  per  annum  to  meet  the  capital 
expenditure  (which  must  be  sanctioned   by  the  Board   of  Trade)  in 
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carrying  out  ouy  order  made  under  the  Act.  Finally,  the  Bill  pro- 
poses to  repeat  the  words  "and  travels  more  than  20  miles  without 
stopping"  in  section  22  of  the  Regulation  of  Railways  Act,  1868, 
and  to  enact  that,  unless  an  order  granting  exemption  is  made  by 
the  Board  of  Trade,  the  section,  which  relates  to  the  provision  of 
means  of  comuiunication  between  passengers  and  the  servants  of  the 
railway  company,  shall  apply  to  all  passenger  trains  whether  travelling 
more  than  twenty  miles  without  stopping  or  not. 
Old  Age  Pensioks. 

A  Bill  to  provide  for  the  granting  by  County  Councils  of  Peiwions 
in  Old  Age,  prepared  and  brought  in  by  Sir  Fortescue  Flannery  (C), 
Mr.  Laurence  Hardy  (C,  Sir  James  Rankin  (C),  Mr.  Lionel  Holland 
(C),  Mr.  Ernest  Flower  (C),  Mr.  W.  R.  Bousfieltl  (C ),  Mr.  Carlile 
iC),  and  Mr.  Walter  Rothschild  (KIT.),  and  read  a  lirst  time  on 
Febmaiy  10th,  1899,  and  discussed  on  March  22nd. 

This  is  the  Bill  drawn  up  by  the  Tory  members  who  formed  theoi- 
selves  into  a  committee  to  consider  the  eubject  of  Old  Age  Pensions. 

1.  The  general  purpose  of  the  Bill  is  that  a  perijon,  who  has  from 
the  ago  of  twenty-five  years  insured  against  sickness  and  funeral 
expenses,  shall  be  entitled  to  be  paid  by  the  Council  of  the  County  in 
which  he  resides  a  pension  of  five  shillings  a  week  on  his  arriving  at 
the  age  of  sixty-five. 

Special  provisions  are  made  to  meet  the  case  of  persons  above 
twenty-one  years  of  age  at  the  date  of  the  Bill  coming  into  force. 

2.  No  pei-son  is  entitled  to  claim  the  pension  unless  lie  has  been 
insured  against  sickness  for  the  required  number  of  yearn  ;  if  he 
has  received  between  the  ages  of  twenty-five  and  sixty  years  poor  law 
relief  ;  if  he  has  been  imprisoned  for  an  ofience  within  ten  years  of  the 
pension  becoming  payable ;  so  long  as  he  is  in  regular  einployment  at 
a  wage  or  salary  of  more  than  5b.  a  week;  so  long  as  be  enjoys  on 
income  of  over  £iQ  a  year. 

Certain  discretionary  power,  however,  is  vested  in  the  County 
Councils  to  meet  special  cases  by  the  grant  of  pensions,  subject  to  the 
sanction  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  to  applicants  who  have  not 
fully  satisfied  these  conditions. 

3.  The  privileges  of  the  measure  are  extended  to  women  as  well  as 
to  men,  and  provision  is  made  for  the  continuance  of  a  male  pensioner's 
annuity  to  his  widow  when  she  ia  of  the  qualifying  ^e,  and  to  enable 
a  widow  to  continue  her  deceased  husband's  contributions  in  the  event 
of  his  dying  before  reaching  the  qualifying  age. 

4.  Boards  of  Guardians  are  empowered  to  supplement  the  pen- 
sions, by  the  provision  of  almshouses  or  an  additional  allowance,  out 
of  endowed  charities  within  their  union.  The  pension  is  inalienable 
and  protected  from  process  for  debt.  It  ceases  upon  imprisonment 
tor  an  ofience.  If  a  pensioner  applies  for  poor  law  relief,  the  pension 
is  paid  to  the  guardians  so  long  as  he  remains  in  the  workhouse. 

5.  Two-thirds  of  the  sum  paid  by  a  County  Council  to  pensioners 
with    a    poor    law    settlement  in  their  county  is  to  be  paid  out  of 


)  by  Google 


April.  ISn.)  THE   LIBERAL  MAGAZINE.  181 

moneys  provided  hy  Parliameat,  the  other  third  out  of  the  county 
rates. 

6.  The  insurance  against  sickness  and  funeral  expenses  which  is 
required  as  entitling  to  a  pension  is  insurance  in  a  society  registered 
ander  the  Friendly  Societies  Act,  189C,  which  (a)  provides  a  sick 
benefit  of  not  less  than  7s.  6d.  a  week  for  the  first  thirteen  weeks  of 
sickness  in  the  case  of  a  loan,  or  Ss.  a  week  in  the  case  of  a  woman; 
(6)  provides  by  its  rules  that  the  funds  for  meeting  sickness  claims 
shall  not  be  applied  to  any  other  purpose  ;  (c)  can  only  be  dissolved  by 
the  consent  of  its  members. 

Provisions  are  made  to  meet  the  case  of  the  failure  of  a  society, 
and  to  enable  a  person  to  change  from  one  society  or  branch  of  a 
society  to  another  without  losing  his  claim  to  a  pension. 

7.  The  procedure  and  method  of  administration  is  set  out  in  the 
First  Schedule  to  the  Bill.  An  applicant  makes  a  claim  through  the 
secretary  of  his  society  or  branch,  and  a  declaration  before  a  justice  of 
the  peace.  The  secretary  forwards  his  claim  and  sworn  declaration  to 
the  clerk  to  the  Council  of  the  county  in  which  the  applicant  resides  ; 
and  the  County  Council  make  such  enquiries  as  they  deem  necessary 
as  to  the  settlement  of  the  applicant  and  his  qualification  in  regard  to 
the  condition  concerning  the  non-receipt  of  poor-law  relief.  The  County 
Council,  unless  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  requirements  of  the  Act 
have  not  been  satisfied,  thereupon  pay  the  sum  of  £13  a  year  in 
half-yearly  payments  to  the  secretary  of  the  society  or  branch  to 
which  the  applicant  belongs,  and  the  pension  is  paid  over  by  his 
society  to  the  applicant  according  to  the  rules  of  the  society  to  be 
made  for  thatpurpoee. 

In  the  event  of  the  County  Council  deciding  that  the  applicant  is 
not  entitled  to  a  pension,  or  that  he  subsequently  becomes  dis- 
qnalified,  he  may  have  their  decision  reviewed  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board. 

Petroleum. 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  Petroleum  Act,  1879,  prepared  and  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Reckitt  (L),  Mr.  Vre  (L),  Mr.  Compton  Rickett  (L),  Mr. 
Tully  (NX  Mr.  McKillop  (LU),  Viscount  Chelsea  (C),  Mr.  John 
Bums  (L),  Sir  Thomas  Gibaon-Camiichael  (L),  and  Colonel  Denny  (C). 
Read  a  first  time  on  February  lOtb,  and  refused  a  second  readinjj  by 
214  to  159  on  March  15th. 

The  object  of  the  Bill  {according  to  a  statement  issued  by  the 
promoters)  is  to  give  legislative  effect  to  the  intentions  of  Parliament 
as  expressed  in  the  Petroleum  Act,  1871.  That  Act  placed  legislative 
restrictions  on  the  sale,  keeping,  and  carriage  of  petroleum  with  a 
flash  point  under  100°  Fahrenheit.  The  flash  point  of  petroleum  is 
the  lowest  temperature  at  which  it  begins  to  give  off  inflammable 
vapours.  The  purpose  of  this  Bill  is  to  substitute  the  accurate  or 
dMe  test  for  the  inaccurate  or  open  test  in  the  Act  of  1871,  and  to 
restore  the  100°  flash  point  prescribed  by  that  Act. 
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Gorerament  Blue  Books  and  Returns. 


Report  to  Her  Majesty's  Principal   Secre- 

Lkad  Compounds      tary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  on  the 

IN  Pottery.  Employment  of  Compounds  of    Lead  in   the 

Manufacture  of  Pottery,  their  influence  upon 

the  health  of  the  Workpeople,  with  suggestions  as  to  the  meana  which 

might  be  adopted  to  counteract  their  evil  effects,  by  Professor  T.   E 

Thorpe,  M.D.,  F.R.S,,  Principal  of  the  Government  Laboratory,   and 

Professor   Thomas   Oliver,    M.D.,    F.R.C.P.,  Physician  to  the    Boyal 

InBrmary,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne.     [0—9207.1     Price  5Jd. 

There   are   about   4,700   workers   "in    the   lead";    the   numbers 
reported  as  suffering  from  lead-poisoning  during  the  last  three   year^ 

1896 351   1 

1897 386   V     1.085 

1896 348  J 

This  only  relates  to  lead  poisoning,  but  the  potter  is  also  subject  to 

colic,  paralysis,  blindness,  and  convulsions. 
The  two  professional  experts  find  : — 

(1)  That  the  bulk  of  earthenware  can  now  be  glazed  with  leadlesn 
(and  therefore  innocuous)  glaze. 

(2)  That  where  a  lead  glaze  is  still  wanted,  if  not  actually  neces- 
sary, the  use  of  a  "fritted    double  silicate "  greatly  diminishes  the 

(3)  That  the  use  of  raw  lead  should  be  prohibited. 

(4)  That  young  persons  and  women  should  not  be  allowed  to  work 
where  lead  glaze  is  used. 

The  Home  Secretary  has  now  issued  a  circular  to  the  manufacturers, 
who  are  warned  that  new  special  rules  will  be  necessary,  and  are 
invited  to  st&te  what  they  propose  to  do  to  minimise  the  dangers  of 
lead-poisoning. 


Despatches  from  Her  Majesty's  Agent  and 
OuDURHAiT.  Consul-General  in  Egypt  respecting  the  con- 

duct of  the  British  and  Egyptian  troops  after 
the  battle  of  Omdurman.  Egypt,  No.  1,  (1899).  (C— 9133.) 
Price  Id. 

These  despatches  deal  with  the  charges  made  against  the  Sirdar  and 
his  troops  with  reference  to  their  conduct  at  and  after  Omdnrman. 
I.—3fr.  E.  N.  Bennett's  Charget. 
The  Sirdar,  after  stating  that  in  the  circumstances  he  did  all  he 
could  to  relieve  suffering  among  the  enemy,  and  that  ho  is  proud  of 
the  conduct  of  the  troops,  categorically  denies  the  following 
charges  : — 


)  by  Google 


hprll.  ia».]  THE   LIBERAL  MAaAZINE.  183 

"  That  I  ordered,  or  t^ave  it  to  be  understood,  that  the  Dervish  wounded 


"That  the  troops  under  my  command,  whether  British,  Egyptian,  or 
fkiudanese,  wantonly  killed  wounded  or  unarmed  Dervishes  when  no  longer 
in  a  position  to  do  us  injury. 

"That  Oiiidurnian  was  looted  for  three  days  after  its  occupation. 

"That,  when  we  were  rapidly  advancing  upon  the  town,  fire  was  opened 
by  the  gunboats  on  mixed  masses  of  fugitives  in  the  streets." 
II. — The  Dervish  Wounded  at  Omdurman. 


"  To  attempt  the  medical  treatment  of  su  vast  a  number  was  manifestly 
fAT  beyond  the  capaliilities  of  the  military  field  hospitals.  Of  these,  the 
i^Tge  field  hospital  at  Khor  Shanibat  administered  first  aid  to  the  wounded 
and  pas-Sed  them  on  to  Omdumian  ;  a  certain  number  were  also  treated  in 
the  smaller  field  hospitals  in  the  British  and  Egy|)tian  canipa  ;  but  it  was  in 
tlmdurmaD  itself  that  the  greatest  difiiculty  whs  experienced  in  attempting 
to  administer  aid  to  the  large  number  of  wounded  scattered  amongst  the 
bouses  and  huts  extending  over  a  very  Ibfeb  area. 

"An  E^(yptian  doctor,  Hassan  Effpndi  Zeki,  who  had  been  a  prinoner 
with  the  Dervishes,  was  appointed  General  Superintendent  for  the  care  of 
the  Dervish  wounded.  He  nt  once  formed  a  hospital  in  a  central  position, 
where  upwards  of  tour  hundred  of  the  worst  cases  were  tended  ;  a  larae 
number  of  out  patients  also  attended  daily  to  have  their  wounds  dressed.  In 
addition  to  the  above,  many  of  the  wounded  were  attended  in  their  houses, 
and  every  effort  was  made  to  alleviate  their  sufTerings.  All  possible  assist- 
ance was  rendered  by  the  Egyptian  Array  Medical  Department,  by  whom 
surgical  appliances,  held  dressings,  &c.,  were  fi-eely  provided,  and  the  efforts 
made  to  treat  the  wounded  elicited  their  gratitude  and  surprise,  affording  a 
very  agreeable  contrast  to  the  manner  in  which  they  were  accustomed  to  be 
treated  under  the  Khalifa's  rule." 

III.— rAe  Afahdi's  Body. 

With  reference  to  this  Lord  Kitchener  says  : — 

"  After  the  battle  of  Omdurman  I  thought  it  was  politically  advisable, 
coDsidering  the  state  of  the  country,  that  the  Mahdi's  tomb,  which  was  the 
eeotre  of  pilgrimage  and  fanatical  feeling,  should  bo  destroyed  ;  the  tomb 
was  also  in  a  dangerous  condition  owing  to  the  damage  done  to  it  by  aholl 
fire,  and  might  have  caused  loss  of  Ufe  if  left  as  it  was.  When  I  left 
Omdurman  for  Fashoda  I  ordered  ite  destruction.  Thin  was  done  in  my 
absence,  the  Mahdi's  bones  being  thrown  into  the  Nile.  The  skull  only  was 
preserved  and  handed  over  to  me  for  disposal.  No  other  bones  were  kept, 
and  there  was  no  coffin.     .     .     . 

"I  wan  advised  after  the  taking  of  Omdurman,  by  Mahonimedan  officers, 
that  it  would  be  better  to  have  the  body  removed,  as  otherwise  many  of  the 
more  ignorant  people  of  Kurdofan  would  consider  that  the  sanctity 
with  which  they  surrounded  the  Mahdi  pievented  us  from  doing  so.  None 
of  the  Kadis,  Ulemas,  or  inhabitantn  here  consider  the  Mahdi  to  have  been 
other  than  a  heretic  to  the  Mahummedan  religion.  He  destroyed  all  the 
mosque*  in  the  country,  as  well  as  the  tomb  of  the  descendant  of  the 
prophet  at  Khatmieh.  He  was  denounced  by  the  religious  Sheikh  Senoussi 
as  acting  ^{ainst  the  religion.  He  treated  all  Mahommedans  who  did  not 
acceptthe  changes  he  introduced  into  their  religion  as  heretics  to  be  killed. 
I  fe^  sure  that  no  Mahommedans  in  this  country  feel  tuiything  but  satis- 


)  by  Google 


184  THE   LIBERAL   MAGAZINE.  [April,  1898. 

faction  at  tha  destruction  of  his  power,   together  with  all  tnce   of    hia 
religion." 

The  Muhdi'a  skull  is  now  buried  at  Wady  Haifa.  Lord  Cromer  adds : — 
"  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  this  statement,  except  to  express  my  personal 
opinion  that,  under  the  very  exceptional  circumstances  of  the  caee,  both  tbe 
destruction  of  the  Mahdi'a  tomb  and  the  removal  of  hia  body  elsewhere 
were  political  necessities." 


Report  to  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secre- 

Shop  Clubs.  tary  of  State  for  the  Houie  Department  with 

reference     to    complaints     made    by    certain 

friendly  societies  that  men  are  compelled  by  employers,  as  a  condition 

of  employment,  to  join  shop  clubs  and  to  discontinue  their  member- 

ship  of  other  benefit  societies.     [C — 9203.]     Fi-ice  3d. 

The  Committee— Mr.  Jesse  Collings,  M.P.,  Mr.  Cosens-Hardy, 
Q.C.,  M.P.  (now  Mr.  Justice  Cozens- Hardy),  and  Mr.  E.  W.  Brabrook, 
C.B.,  Chief  Registrar  of  Friendly  Societies — were  directed  to  ascertain 
if,  and  to  what  extent,  the  practices  complained  of  exist,  and  whether 
any  interference  on  the  part  of  the  Legislature  is  called  for.  Besides 
taking;  evidence  from  authorised  representatives  of  the  friendly- 
societies,  the  committee  also  examined,  among  other  witnesses,  a 
representative  of  the  East  and  West  India  Docks  Company  and  of  the 
London  and  India  Docks  Joint  Committee,  the  importance  of  whose 
evidence  is  enhanced  by  the  fact  that  the  shop  club  established  by  the 
dock  authorities  was  the  one  which  in  the  first  instance  gave  rise  to 
the  complaints  of  the  friendly  societies.  Wliiie  examining  the  rules  of 
a  number  of  shop  clubs,  the  committee  have  disregarded,  as  bein;; 
outside  the  scope  of  their  inquiry,  shop  clubs  in  connection  with 
railway  and  other  companies  established  or  supported  under  private 
Acts,  thrift  funds  and  the  like  created  under  statutory  powers  by 
municipal  corporations,  and  also  schemes  under  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act,  1897. 

The  evidence  taken  showed  that  the  friendly  societies  do  not  object 
to  the  establishment  of  shop  clubs,  but  they  do  object  to  any  em- 
ployer having  the  power  to  say  that  he  will  only  give  a  man  employ- 
ment on  condition  that  he  joins  a  club  or  society  in  his  own  Grtn. 
Their  grievance,  in  fact,  is  that  compulsory  membership  of  and  com- 
pulsory retireiuent  from  any  particular  society  should  be  a  condition  of 
employment.  The  employer  justities  this  condition  on  the  ground  of 
the  necessity  of  dealing  with  "  malingerers."  For  instance,  in  the  case 
of  the  dock  companies,  if  a  mau  belongs  to  the  Docks  Friendly  Society 
and  to  another  as  well  and  also  receives  his  half-pay,  he  might  be 
getting  36s.  a  week  when  ill  and  248.  when  well,  with  the  inevitable 
result  of  a  long  convalescence. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  alleged  grounds  of  cotn- 
plaint  do  exist,  but  they  do  not  think  that  any  widespread  grievance 
can  be  proved.  They  also  record  their  judgment  that  shop  clubs  have 
not  been  established  or  used  for  purposes  of  coercion  or  interference 
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with  the  independence  of  the  men,  bat  that  their  object  has  been  the 
benefit  of  the  workmen.  With  regard  to  the  Bummary  of  the  reconi- 
mendations  of  the  committee  which  is  quoted  below,  it  should  be  borne 
in  mind  that  registration  under  the  Friendtf  Societies  Act  ensures, 
amongst  other  things,  that  no  member  can  be  deprived  of  any  pecu- 
niary benefit  by  reason  of  bis  leaving  his  employment,  aiid  that  the 
funds  are  to  be  invested  by  the  trustees  as  the  rules  direct,  and  not  on 
any  personal  security,  as,  for  example,  a  mere  deposit  with  the  em- 
ployer.    The  report  concludes  in  the  following  terms  : — 

It  remains  to  be  considered  whnt,  then,  are  the  requirements  which  a 
shop  club  ought  to  futtil  before  the  employer  is  to  be  alluired  to  make  mem- 
bership of  it  s  condition  of  employment. 

The  requirements  the  committee  suggest  are  : — 

(a)  That  the  shop  club  should  be  registered  under  the  Friendly  Societies. 
Act. 

(b)  That  it  should  be  of  a  permanent  character. 

(c)  That  it  should  afford  t«  the  workmen  benefits  of  a  substantial  kind  at 
the  cost  of  the  employer,  iu  addition  to  those  provided  by  the  contributions, 
of  the  workmen. 

((f)  That  the  conditiond  of  insurance,  taken  as  a  whole,  should  be  satis- 
factory and  calculated  to  be  beneficial  to  the  workmen. 

The  coiiimittee  recommend  that  compulsory  membership  should  be 
prohibited  except  in  cases  where  these  requirements  are  fulfilled.  This, 
recommendation  would,  however,  be  useless  and  inoperative  unless  some 
practical  means  were  provided  by  which  compliance  with  these  requirementa 
could  be  tested.  The  committee  have  only  been  able  to  find  one  precedent 
which  is  exactly  applicable  to  the  case.  By  section  II  of  the  Collecting 
Societies  and  Industrial  Assurance  Companies  Act,  1806,  it  is  provided  that 
in  certain  cases  the  Chief  Registrar  of  Friendly  Societies  may  grant  a 
certificate  of  exemptiim  from  the  provisions  of  the  Act  to  a  society  if  he  is 
of  opinion  that  such  society  is  one  to  which  these  provisions  should  not 
■ppbr. 

The  committee  are  unwilling  tu  add  to  the  responsibilities  of  the  RegisU«r 
of  Friendly  Societies,  but  they  have  not  been  alA-  to  devise  s  better  method 
of  testing  the  rules  and  character  of  shop  clubs  and  of  determining  whether- 
they  are  such  SB  to  make  compulsory  membership  allowable  than  that  indi' 
cated  in  the  statute  above  quoted. 

On  the  second  branch  of  the  problem — namely,  should  the  Legislature- 
prohibit  an  employer  making  it  a  condition  of  employment  to  cease  to  be  a 
member  or  not  to  liecome  a  member  of  any  outside  benefit  society — the 
committee  find  that  it  is  not  unusual  with  friendly  societies  to  protect  tiiem- 
■elves  against  the  danger  of  malingering  by  enacting  in  their  rules  that  tlieir 
members  shall  not  belong  to  any  other  or  to  more  than  a  given  number  of 
other  friendly  societies  ;  and  they  are  of  opinion  that  there  is  nothing  iu  such 
a  rule  contrary  to  the  Friendly  Societies  Act,  or  to  sound  policy.  Where, 
however,  the  withdrawal  from  another  friendly  society  is  sought  to  be  made 
by  the  employer  a  condition  of  employment  the  committee  consider  that  the- 
case  is  different,  and  that  such  a  condition  should  be  made  illegal.  They  see 
no  objection,  however,  to  a  rule  of  a  shop  club  declaring  that  a  member 
■ho  receivee  benefit  from  other  societies  shall  not  receive  from  the  shop 
dub  any  allowance  which  would  make  his  total  income  during  sickness 
exceed  Uie  amount  of  his  usual  earnings  when  in  health. 

The  conclusion  at  which  the  committee  have  arrived  is  that  the  Legislature 
may  properly  interfere  by  providing  : — 
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1.  That  it  shaJl  not  be  lawful  for  Kn^  employer  to  make  it  a  condition  of 
«mp1ormant  that  any  workman  shall  join  a  snop  club. 

2.  Tbat  the  forogoiny  proviaion  shall  not  apply  where  the  shop  club — 
(a)  Is  a  society  registered  under  the  Friendly   Societies    Aot,   and  is 

certified  by  the  Re^trar  of  Friendly  Societies  to  be  one  to  which  that  pro- 
vision should  not  apply  ;  or 

(6)  Is  established  in  conformity  with  a  private  or  local  Act  of  Parliament. 

3.  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  employer  to  make  it  a  condition  of 
eniploynient  that  any  workman  shall  discontinue  his  membership  of  any 
friendly  society  to  which  he  belongs  or  shall  not  become  a  member  of  any 
other  friendly  society. 

New  Publications. 

Education  in  the  Country  Dialrieta :  An  Inquiry  Into  the  Candili-in 
and  Xeedt  of  Sural  Elementary  Sclwola.     (Reprinted  from  the 
Mane/iealer     Guardian.)      (Taylor,     Garnett,     Eians,     and      Co., 
Limited,  Black  friars-street,  Manchester.)    Price  Id. 
This  is  a  most  interesting  pamphlet,  written  by  a  special  commis- 
sioner of  the  Maticlieater  Guardian,  who,  in  order  to  investigat*  the 
subject  of  education  in  the  country  districts,  visited  some  sixty  vil- 
lages in  the  Home  Counties  (Middlesex,  Bucks,   Kent),  in  Cornwall, 
«nd  in  Lincolnshire.    These  are  fairly  representative  selections,  since  in 
the  Home  Counties  Church  schools  and  Church  people  predominate; 
in  Cornwall  the  number    of  Board  schools  actually  outnumber  the 
■Church  schools;  whilst  in  Lincolnshire,  although  Church  schools  "hold 
the  Held  "  in  most  villages,  the  majority  of   the  children  are  children 
-of  Nonconformists.     The  result  of  a  survey  is  not  a  very  re-assuriag 
one,  since  it   is  summed   up  by  the  investigator    in   the  following 
sentences  ; — 

"  Having  seen  the  urgent  needs  of  many  rural  schools  at  first  hand,  I 
venture  to  plead  for  the  abolition  of  all  makeshifts  in  the  effective  staff  of 
schools;  I  plead  for  a  free  loacher— free  from  grinding,  extraneous  taaks, 
free  fr<)m  the  unrestricted  domination  of  the  clergy,  and  only  removable  on 
proved  incapacity,  immorality,  or  serious  misconduct.  I  plead  for  larger 
areas  of  educ;itional  administration,  whereby  we  may  gut  rid  of  Che  illiterate 
and  incompetent  small  School  Board.  I  plead  for  the  unification  of  ail  laws 
dealing  with  attendance  at  and  exemption  from  school,  for  much  more 
money  for  rural  Voluntary  schools  whatever  the  accompanying  conditions, 
for  better  buildings  in  many  cases,  and.  lastly,  for  a  system  of  religious 
teaching  more  in  keeping  with  the  age  and  attainments  of  those  for  whom 
it  is  intended.  The  name  of  your  school  matters  little  to  the  educationist. 
For  me,  it  may  be  sectarian,  or  Board,  or  anything  you  please.  I  b^ 
only  that  it  may  do  its  appointed  work,  that  it  may  turn  out  uaeful, 
handy,  well-equipped  boys  and  girls,  fit  to  serve  the  nation  and  make 
the  beet  of  life  for  themselves.  1  pray  that,  released  from  the  dead  hand 
of  the  clergy  in  the  one  case  and  the  crass  ignorance  of  the  small  School 
Board  in  the  other,  the  rural  school  may  spring  into  new  life.  At  present 
there  is  written  in  indelible  letters  above  ita  duors  the  word  'Failure.'  " 

The  pamphlet  is  one  wliich  should  be  obtained  by  all  who  are 
interested  in  education,  and  in  rural  education  in  particular.  It  is 
admirably  printed,  and,  although  it  has  nearly  a  hundred  pages,  is 
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published  at  the  veiy  low  price  ot  a  penny.     Copies  may  be  obtained 
for  IJd.  post  free  from  42,  Parlioment-atreet. 


7%e  propoitd  Univaraity  for  Hotnan  Calholiet  in  Ireland.  By  John 
Maasie,  M.A.,  of  Mansfield  College,  Oxford.  (Liberation  Society, 
2,  Serjeants'  Inn,  Fleet-street,  E.G.)  Price  6d 
We  Bet  out  in  a  recent  number  of  the  Magazine  the  memorandum 
in  which  Mr.  Balfour  gave  reasons  why,  in  his  riew,  it  was  incumbent 
upon  all  good  UaionistB  to  support  the  proposal  to  establish  an  Irish 
TJoiTersity  with  a  "  Roman  Catholic  atmosphere."  Mr.  Massie,  in  the 
pamphlet  which  he  has  written  for  the  Liberation  Society,  gives  his 
re<MOns  for  agreeing  with  Mr.  Lecky,  who  said  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons in  1897,  that  "  there  could  be  no  greater  misfortune  for  Ireland 
ttian  that  members  of  the  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  religions  in 
their  early  days  should  be  entirely  separated."  Mr.  Massie  examines 
in  turn  the  various  pleas  put  forward  for  establishing  a  UniTersity  of 
this  kind.  He  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  the  demand  is  opposed  to 
the  spirit  of  modem  legislation  and  to  the  principle  of  religious 
-equality.  He  denies  that  there  is  any  inconsistency,  as  alleged, 
between  supporting  Home  Rule  and  refusing  this  demand  made  on 
behalf  of  Ireland,  as  also  that  there  is  no  alternative  to  the  schemo 
propounded  by  Mr.  Balfour.  The  pamphlet  is  an  interesting  one,  and 
deserves  the  attention  of  all  Liberals  who  are  interested  in  this  subject. 


We  have  received  from  the  National  Education  Association  a  copy 
of  its  annual  report  for  1898  together  with  a  report  of  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  National  Education  Association  held  at  the  National 
Liberal  Club  on  Tuesday,  February  ]4th.  It  is  needless  to  point  out 
the  great  services  which  have  been  and  are  being  rendered  to  the 
'Cause  of  Education  by  this  Association,  and  the  report  contains  an 
interesting  account  of  the  work  done  by  the  Association  during  the 
ten  years  of  its  existence.    The  conclusiooB  arrived  at  are  as  follows: — 

"  This  brief  review  of  ten  years  shows  that,  although  the  principle  of 
popular  control  has  made  progress,  it  has  been  almost  diBastrously  slow  and 
has  been  purchased  at  a  great  cost  of  continued  inefficiency  and  squandered 
public  funds.  The  one  s^re^t  obstacle  has  been  the  claim  of  eccleaiaBtioal 
oiganisations  to  eetablish  a  monopoly  of  National  Education,  a  claim  which 
was  distinctly  set  aside  by  Parliament  in  1870,  and  which  the  latest  develop- 
ments of  ecclesiastical  policy  has  made  increasingly  distasteful  to  the  nation. 

"  The  interesta  of  National  Education,  the  just  grievance  of  Noncon- 
fonnists,  and  the  elementary  rights  uf  the  people  to  local  aelf-govemment 
demand  that  the  reforms  suggested  above  should  be  effected  at  once. 

"School  Boards  should  be  made  universal,  the  area  in  rural  districts 
should  be  enlarged,  and  the  Board  everywhere  should  have  power  to  provide 
.a  Board  school  within  reasonable  distance  of  a  sufficient  number  of  tate- 
payeis  who  are  dissatisfied  with  the  existing  accommudation." 
Copies  of  either  of  the  reports  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the 
.Secretary,  Mr.  A.  J.  Mundella,  at  the  offices,  Surrey  House,  Victoria 
Emb«okment,  London,  W.C. 
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Tbk  Nireteknth  Cbnturt  has  two  foreign  articles — Germany  ai  an 
Objeel-Ltason  by  Mr.  Charles  Copland  Perry,  and  TAe  Cry  for 
Nevi  Markets  by  Mr.  Frederick  Greenwood,  whilst  Lord  Brassey 
(who  is,  of  conrse,  Governor  of  Victoria)  discusses  Australian 
Federation.  The  Church  "Crisis"  article  is  by  Sir  George 
Arthur  onrAa  "Laiolets"  Clergy  of  "this  ChureSt  and  Realm." 
Mr.  Alexander  Sutherland  discusses  The  Natural  Dedine  qf 
Wairfare,  whilst  Mr.  H.  W.  Wilson,  the  author  of  "  Ironclads  in 
Action,"  writes  on  The  Nawd  Situation.  Dr.  T.  J.  Uacnamar& 
has  an  interesting  article  on  Higher  Education  and  the  State.  Sir 
Spencer  Walpole,  K.C.B.,  in  Old  Age  Pentitms :  A  Svg</eatiatt 
adheres  to  the  scheme  which  he  failed  to  induce  his  fellow 
members  on  the  Old  Age  Pensions  Committee  to  accept. 

Thb  Contehpob.vry  Rrvibw  gives  first  place  to  an  important  and 
inleresting  article  on  The  English  Church  Union  Declaration,  by 
Canon  Gore.  Mr.  A.  J.  Wilson,  the  well-known  financial  writer, 
attacks  Militarism  in  no  set  terms  in  Trade  Prosperity  and 
Government  Waste ;  Mr.  Vaughan  Tash  traces  The  Old-Age  Pension 
Movement,  whilst  Dr.  W.  J.  Collins,  LC.C,  in  discussing  The 
London  Government  Bill,  thus  sums  it  up  : — 

"The  disintegration  of  the  growing  unity  of  London  into  aeon- 
glomerate  of  sham  municipalitiea  under  the  hegemony  of 
Greater  Westminster,  though  it  may  enliven  ana  embellish 
local  government  in  the  Metropolis,  can  scarcely  fail  to  raise- 
the  rates,  while  it  will  postpone  indefinitely  that  unity,  sim- 
plicity, and  equality  oi  treatment  which  are  the  cardinal 
principles  of  the  reformation  of  London." 
Dr.  George  Salmon  (Provost  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin)  writes 
on  The  Irish  Zfniversily  Question. 

In  the  FoKTNiOHTLr  Bbvibw  "Diplomaticns  "  essays  a  defence  of  Lord 
Stdiabury's  New  Chinese  Policy.  Mr.  F.  A.  Chaoning,  M.P., 
discusses  Sir  Robert  Peel,  Mr.  Hugh  Chbholm  writes  on  The 
Debt  and  the  Deficit,  and  V.  Tohertkoff  on  The  Present  Peace 
Demonstration.  There  is  a  very  lively  anonymous  article  on 
Laidessnitas  in  the  Church. 

In  the  National  Revirw  Lord  Hugh  Cecil,  M.P.,  the  clever  son  of 
the  Prime  Minister,  discusses  The  Established  Church.  The  Hon, 
George  Peel  writes  on  A  Disease  in  Imperial  Finance,  and  there 
is  some  amusing  reading  in  what  "A  Conservative  M.P."  has  to 
say  about  The  Balfour  Legend.  Your  "Candid  Friends"  are 
always  interesting — to  your  opponents.  There  are  the  customary 
interesting  summaries  of  Home,  American  and  "Greater"  British 
afiairs. 
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ANN0TTNCEMENT8. 

In  Tiew  of  the  approach  of  the  Registration  Season,  we  beg  to  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  a  complete  list  of  the  forms  issued  by  the 
liberal  Publication  Department  may  be  had  free  on  application  to 
42,  Parliamont-street,  S.W.  The  forms  are  revised  up  to  date,  are 
printed  on  good,  substantial  paper,  and  are  supplied  in  books  of  SO 
forma  at  Is.  6d.  per  book,  or  post  Jree  for  Is.  9d.  Sample  sets  of 
these  forms  may  be  obtained  for  Is.,  or  post  /rw  for  Is.  2d.  Registra- 
tion Canvass  Books  are  supplied  at  4s.  &d.  per  100,  or  post  /vm  for 
6s.  3d. 

Dnring  the  past  month  the  following  new  leaflets  have  been 
issued: — Na  1,799,  "An  UtUrly  Bad  Budget,"  4  pp.,  price  4s.  &d. 
per  1,000;  and  Ko.  1,600,  IfAers  the  Monet/  Gott,  2  pp.,  prioe  Ss.  per 
1,000.  Other  leaflets  and  publications  are  in  preparation  and  will  be 
ready  shortly. 
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(I)  Kx,  Eeir  Hardle  on  the  Unsmployed. 

"He  held  the  opinioD  clear  and  strong  that  old-age  penstona  had  been 
selected  a£  the  battle  cry  for  the  parties,  because  it  meant  least  in  the 
matter  of  Hocial  refom),  and  ofTerea  the  beat  facilities  for  hoodwinking  the 
nawary.  A  nation  bo  enormousl;  rich  as  oura  ought  to  be  aahamed  to 
have  it  aaid  that  in  a  great  humanitarian  work  like  old-age  pensione  the 
necesBity  of  providing  twenty  millions  sterling  viae  a  stumbling  block.  It 
wonld  certainly  be  well  if  the  deeerviii^  and  aged  poor  could  have  [>etiBiotis 
at  the  a£e  of  sixty-five,  but  the  more  immediate  and  urgent  question  waa 
how  to  keep  tliese  people  alive  until  they  reached  that  ajre,  especisJly  now 
that  the  limit  of  the  i^  of  employment  was  being  so  much  reduced  in  large 

'  industrial  establislimenta.  What  really  kept  wages  down,  houra  long,  and 
the  conditions  of  employment  hard  waa  the  vast  numlier  of  persons  out  of 
work.  If  they  solved  the  unemployed  problem  everything  else  became 
easy.  Until  they  had  solved  that  problem  they  would  simply  be  tamper- 
ing with  the  fringe  of  a  gigantic  and  urgent  question.  They  had  won  the 
right  to  vote,  but  they  now  wanted  the  right  t«  work." 

2}  JSx-  Ooortney  on  the  Suggested  Taxes  on  Sugar  and  Corn. 

"  The  Timet  correspondent  sud  that  we  made  a  mistake  in  abandoDing 
the  sugar  duty.  He  did  not  think  so.  Sugar  was  a  thing  wtiicE 
ran  into  many  industries.     They  did  not  exlianst  it«  use  when  they 

Sut  it  into  their  t«a  or  their  toddv.  The  great  development  of  jam 
ictories  had  been  made  possible  largely  by  the  cheapness  of  sugar.  TbtA 
was  a  point  of  importance  to  the  tiller  of  tlie  soil  as  well  as  to  many  others. 
He  hoped  the  trade  in  sugar  would  continue  to  be  absolutely  free,  seeing 
that  we  already  had  the  power  of  reaching  every  consumer  and  citizen  by 
taxes  already  existing.  A  Is.  tax  on  com  had  also  been  suggested  ;  tbat 
would  brine  in  £2,000,000  a  year.  He  hoped  nobody  would  think  it  poaaible 
that  a  Is.  duty  on  com  could  lie  revived,  because  it  would  be  difncnlt  to 
stop  at  ]s.,  and  whether  it  was  a  Is.  or  an  8s.  duty,  or  a  sliding  scale  duty, 
in  the  end  it  meant  agift  to  the  owners  of  the  land.  They  must  fight  most 
severely  against  any  suggestions  of  change  which  were  class  suggestioDs, 
made  not  in  the  interests  of  the  whole  community,  but  in  the  interests  of 
some  particular  class.  At  this  moment  when  we  were  an  example  of  free 
trade  to  the  world,  it  would  be  a  most  grievous  thing  if  we  were  to  take 
such  a  departure  in  order  to  accommodate  the  suggestion  that  we  shonld 
have  more  sources  of  revenue." 

(3)  Mt.  OODTtaey  on  the  Aged  Poor. 

"As  to  the  terrible  mass  of  existing  suffering  and  poverty,  they  would 
have  to  recognise  that  the  I'oor  Law  must  underiie  most  of  their  relations 
for  some  time  to  come.  But  they  could  do  something,  and  the  country 
would  be  ready  to  go  a  long  way  to  meet  the  difficulty.  The  Poor  Law 
would  remain  for  the  absolutely  destitute,  but,  for  tne  provident,  they 
might  give  authority  to  local  boaies  to  supplement  the  action  of  the  Poor 
Law  hy  assistance  analogous  to  what  bad  been  suggeetcd  for  the  present 
generation.  Discrimination  would  have  to  be  exercised  locally,  and  moat 
of  the  cost  would  have  to  be  borne  locally.  This  would  be  a  temporary 
and  transitory  measure.  In  this  question  be  shrank  from  anything  which 
would  make  permanent  the  present  situation,  but  he  believed  the  amelio^ 
tion  of  that  situation  would  depend  on  the  working  classes  themselves." 

(4)  Mt.  B&Ifoiir  on  the  Crisis  in  the  Church. 

"  Now  1  wish  to  point  out  to  the  House  what  I  have  said  before,  hat 
what,  I  think,  is  constantly  being  forgotten,  which  is  that  the  danger  which 
the  English  Church  is  now  incurring  and  the  divisions  from  which  it  is 


)  by  Google 


TBB  LIBKRAL  HAGAZINK. 


THE   DIARY    OF    THE    MONTH. 


April  1. — Mr.  Bryce  at  Aberdeen  on  Commercutl  Edncation. 
„  3.— Annual  Conference  of  National  Unloa  of  Teachers 
begina  at  Cambridge.  Mr.  Clancy's 
Presidential  Address. 
Annual  Conference  of  Independent  Labour  Party 
begins  at  Leeds.  (1)  Mr.  Keir  Hardie's 
opening  Address. 

,>       4.— Nationalist  Unity  Conference  in  Dublin. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  at  Canterbury  on 

Education. 

»       5.— Death  of  Mr.  Thomas  Ellis  at  Cannes. 

Harrow  By-Election  consequent  on  tbe  appointment  to 
a  Uasterahip  in  Lunacy  of  Mr.  W.  Ambrose, 
Q.C.  (C). 

Mr.  Irwin  Cox  (0) 6,303 

Mr.  Come  Grant  (L) 6,198—1,105 

Representation  unchanged. 

1866.  1895. 

Ambrose  (C)-     -     -     4,214  |  Ambrose  (C)-     -     -     6,047 

Milner  (L)    ■    ■    -    3,241  \  Sadler  (L)    -    -    •    3,428 

(2)  Mr.  Courtney  at  Landrake  on  Public  Finance, 

„      6.— Sir  Henry  Fowler  at  WUlenhall  on  Imperial  Taxation. 

(3)  Mr.  Courtney  at  St.  Cleer  on  Old-Age  Pensions. 
I,  7.— Mr.  Courtney  at  Lanwit  on  the  Crisis  in  the  Churah. 
II       8. — Mr.  Courtney  at  Cawsand  on  Armaments. 

..     10. — House  of  Commons,     Supply— Uganda.     Speeoh 

by  Mr.  Brodrick.    Civil  Service  Estimates, 

Metropolitan    Water   Companies  BUI 

paused  through  Committee. 

H  11. — House  of  Commons.  Mr.  Sydney  Gedge's  Motion 
on  LnwlessuMB  in  the  Church.  Mr.  Hoare's 
form  of  words  eventuallj  carried  without  a  divi- 
sion after  Mr.  Bartley's  amendment  had  been 
cBTTied  by  200  to  14  (majority   186).     Speeches 

by  (4)  Mr.  Balfour  and  (5)  Sir  H.  CampbeU- 
Bannerman.    {See  next  page.) 
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Buffering  Are  not  questions  merely,  or  even  principally,  of  practical  obedience 
to  the  law ;  they  are  questionB  of  loyalty  b>  an  itiatitution.  It  is  because  I 
think  that  that  ia  the  great  evil  with  which  we  have  to  oontend  that  I  do 
not  believe  any  effectual  remedy  can  be  found  for  our  present  troubles  in 
merely  increasing  the  stringency  of  any  existing  remedieH  against  lawlesa- 
nes8 ;  and  it  is  also  because  I  tliinli  the  recent  enunciation  of  policy  by 
certain  members  of  tlie  English  Church  Union  is  in  itself  an  exhibition  of 
^reat  disloyalty  to  the  Church  that  I  feel  they  Iiave  inflicted,  and  are 
inflicting.  R9  serious  a  wound  upon  the  body  of  nliich  they  ore  members, 
and  which  they  profess.  1  am  sure  sincerely,  their  earnest  desire  to  serve. 
I  do  not  wish  to  use  language  which  cannot  he  justified  in  all  particulara, 
and  I  would  certainly,  therefore,  deliberately  abstain  from  ea^ng  that 
these  gentlemen  are  guilty  of  what  is  commonly  called  '  RomanisiDg.'  I 
do  not  use  that  phrase,  because  1  understand  tliat  they  have  themselves 
asserted  that  they  do  not  agree  either  with  the  defined  doctrines  of  the 
Roman  Church,  tliat  they  do  not  agree  in  all  points  with  its  discipline  or 
ritual,  and  tliat  they  certJalnly  are  not  prepared  to  accept  the  principles  of 
Papal  supFemacy,  Therefore  I  do  not  charge  them  with  Romanising,  but 
I  do  charge  them  with  a  desire  to  alter  the  traditional  character  of  the 
Church  to  which  they  belong  in  a  manner  which  would  make  it  practically 
nnrecogniaable  by  ite  most  distinguished  and  most  loyal  sons  for  three 
centnnes,  and  1  do  not  think  that  that  intention,  however  honourable  in 
its  motives,  however  disintorestod — and  I  believe  it  to  be  both  honourable 
and  disinterested— is  consistent  with  what  1  call  loyalty  to  the  Church  of 
England." 

(fi)  Sir  H.  O&mpbell-Baiuierman  on  the  Crisis  in  the  Church. 

"  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treaaui^  referred  to  the  case  of  Scotland,  and 
said  that  from  his  observation  of  things  in  Scotland  he  could  see  how  well 
those  two  apparently  contradictory  principles  were  harmonised  in  that 
country,  and  he  wished  that  something  of  the  same  kind  might  happen  in 
England.  But  what  is  it  that  occurred  which  created  that  particular 
facility  north  of  the  Tweed*  It  was  this,  that  earnest  men  who  felt  the 
necessity  of  maintaining  the  spiritual  independence  of  the  Church,  finding 
themselves  unable  to  maintain  it  in  connection  with  the  State,  voluntarily 
in  1B43,  relinquished  their  churches  and  manses  and  everything  that 
belonged  to  them  in  that  position,  and  went  out  of  the  Church.  And  not 
only  did  they  thus  achieve  independence  for  themselves,  but  undoubtedly 
the  reflex  eneet  of  their  action  has  made  it  possible  to  realise  in  the 
Established  Church  of  Scotland  itself  the  same  spiritual  independence. 
Of  couree  the  case  was  easier  there,  because  they  were  not  troubled  with 
ambiguous  formularies.  The  Church  of  Scotland  was  not,  as  the  Church 
of  England  is,  a  Church  of  compromise,  endeavouring  to  hold  the  balance 
between  opposite  views  on  ecclesiastical  subjecta.  But  we  are  here, 
not  as  Churchmen,  but  as  politicians  ;  and  I  would  say  for  myself,  and 
for  moat  of  those  who  share  my  views,  tliat  we  have  no  desire  whatever 
to  support  one  party  in  the  Church  of  England  or  to  interfere  with 
another ;  hut  what  we  do  say  ia  that,  while  the  relation  of  Church  and 
State  continues,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  tliat  the  supreme  authority  of 
Parliament  and  of  the  Courts  of  the  country  should  be  maintained  and 
that  the  law  should  be  observed.  That  is  what  it  comes  to.  We  do  not 
desire  to  see  anything  in  the  nature  of  proscription  or  persecution  ;  but 
we  do  say  that  contracts  must  be  observed  and  that  the  decisions  of,  the 
properly  constituted  tribunals  must  tie  obeyed." 

(1)  Vx-  Chamberlain  on  the  Liquor  TrafBc  in  Africa. 

"  Now,  as  regards  the  future,  we  certAinly  hope  very  great  things  from 
from  the  conference  to  be  called  in  Brussehi,  We  liave  been  asked  to  say 
what  should  be  the  maximum  and  what  should  be  the  minimum  of  dnty 
(on  tpirit  per  gallon],  and  we  have  unhesitatingly  declared  that  in  our 
opinion  4b.  is  the  minimum  which  ought  to  he  charged.     As  regards  the 
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April  12.— House  of  Commons.    Mr.  Perm's  Firtt  Brigades 
BUI  discusaed  and  withdrawn.     Speech  by  Mr. 
Chaplin. 
Mr.    O'Malley's    Evicted  Tenants   [Ire- 
land) Reinstatevnent   Bill   refused    a 

second  reading  by  167  to  69  (majority  98). 

„  13. — House  of  Commons.  Annual  Budget  Statement 
by  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach.  Speeches  by 
Sir  Henry  Fowler  and  Sir  William 
Harcourt.     {See  page  208.) 

,,      14. — House  of  Commons.     Navy  Estimates— Wei-hai- 
weL    Speech  by  Mr.  Goscben. 
Armii   Annual  Bill  passed   through   Com- 
mittee. 

Native  Races  and  Liquor  Traffic  United 
Committee  Deputation  to  (1)  Mr,  Cham- 
berlain. 

„  16.— The  Duke  of  Devonshire  at  Presteign  (Radnor- 
shire) on  Welsh  Education. 

„       17. — House  of  Lords.     Formal  buainesB. 

House  of  Commons.  Small  Houses  {Acquisi- 
tion of  OtvnersMp)  Bill  read  a  second 
time  by  249  to  69  (majority  180).  Speeches  by 
Mr.  yUquith,  Mr.  Chamberlain,  and  Sir  W. 
Foster. 
Army  Annual  Bill  read  a  third  time. 

The  Education  Code.  Mr.  Jeffreys'  Motion, 
praying  her  Majesty  to  withhold  consent  from 
articles  37  to  42,  carried  by  147  to  67  (majority 
80).  Speeches  by  Sir  John  Gorst,  Sir  H. 
Campbell-Bannerman,  and  Mr.  Balfour. 

„  16.- House  of  Lords.  Lord  Balfour's  Trout  Fishing 
Annual  Close  Time  (Scotland)  Bill 

read  a  second  time. 
Lunacy  Btll  read  a  second  time. 

House  of  Commons.  Metropolitan  Water 
Companies  Bill  read  a  third  time  Speech 
by  Mr.  Chaplin. 
Mr.  Buchanan's  National  Expenditure  Resolution 
lost  by  133  to  69  (majority  64)  Speech  by 
Mr.  Balfour. 
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maiimam,  we  have  no  nisxinium,  because  there  in  no  uuximnn)  tlut  can 
be  proposed  which  we  will  not  joyfully  accept,  I  can  only  hope  tLat  other 
naCionn  may  lie  willing  to  take  a  niniilar  view,  in  which  case  a  very  marked 
change  would,  we  believe,  take  place  in  this  traffic.  ...  1  will  go  one 
step  further,  and  I  will  Hay,  even  if  the  BruHaels  Convention  should  tail  to 
produce  tlie  gatisfactorj  result  Chat  we  denire,  I  shall  not  be  content  to 
remain  where  we  are.  1  agree  with  thoee  who  think  tliat  a  special 
responsibility  falls  npon  (ireat  Britain,  and,  althougli  I  admit  there  is  a 
great  difficulty  in  the  way  of  foreign  <:Diii[ietition  in  dealing  with  tJiis 
subject,  still  I  do  not  think  that  that  difficulty  is  altj^llier  iuHUrmoant' 

able.     1  shall  make  further  inquiries  as  to  "- ''"" '  —•-'-■--'-- 

preventive  »en-ice.     If  we  could  protect  o 

the  rexponHibility  of  this  traHic,  anil  we  xhould  not  find  it  necessary  to 
govern  our  action  by  theirs  ...  I  entirely  agree  with  what  has  been 
said  witli  regard  to  the  prohibitive  zone.  We  cannot  prohibit  liquor  on 
the  coast,  for  tnauy  reasons,  and  especially  becauae  it  has  been  allowed  so 
long  ;  but  all  we  can  hope  to  do  is  to  reduce  the  evils  connected  with  it. 
There  " ' - — ' '   --  •■-'--^ '^' '■- ■ ■ 

to  prevetit  entirely  their  introduction.  The  (iovernor  of  the  Gold  Coast 
(Mr.  Hodgson)  is  now  at  home  on  leave,  and  Colonel  Northcott,  who  has 
been  Uoveinor  in  hia  place  in  also  here,  and  1  propose,  in  coueultation 
with  those  two  gentlemen,  to  endeavour  to  arrange  for  a  prohibitive  lone." 
ID  Mr.  Balfour  on  the  "Doles." 

"There  is  only  one  thing  more,  and  that  U,  perhaps,  a  relevant 
observation.  If  the  hon.  gentleman,  the  Member  for  Aberdeen,  and  his 
friendH,  if  the  party  opposite,  speaking  generally,  object  to  the  expenditure, 
"  "  ~  "-' ■—  •' 1  iia^-e  to  gi —-  -"--^ 

,.H  tliey  mean  to  do  the  fact  that  thev  n 
schoolsof  tnis  grant,  todeprive  Ireland  of  tlie£T0U,000a  year  that  is  given  to 
her,  and  not  torenew  the  Agricultural  Rating  Act.  WecanteettheeameBtnen 
and  sincerity  of  tlie  party  opposite  with  regard  to  these  three  items  of 
Civil  Ser\-ice  expenditure  ny  seeing  what  line  they  mean  to  pursue  when  it 
comes  to  their  turn  either  to  direct  the  affairs  of  the  countir,  or,  at  all 
events,  when  they  challenge  the  constituencies  with  a  view  to  obtaining  Uie 
direction  of  affairs." 

(2)  Six  H.  Cunpbell-BanlieniUUl  on  the  troops  in  Soath  Africa. 

"  .  .  .  The  temporary  reinforcement  of  garrisona  was  a  matter 
which,  for  his  part,  he  should  not  like  to  take  the  responsibility  of 
resisting  when  the  occasion  arose,  unless  there  was  something  nnusnal  in 
the  circumstances;  but  when  there  was  a  proposal  to  build  bartacka  for 
this  force,  it  meant  a  permanent  occupation  of  the  country,  and  a 
complete  departure  from  the  old  policy  of  bringing  back  troops  from  the 
Colonies,  and  leaving  the  Colonies  to  contribute  more  largely  to  their  own 
defence,  which  hatT  been  followed  all  over  the  Empire  for  the  last 
thirty  years." 

(3)  Mr.  Oluuiiberlilin  on  the  troops  in  South  Africa. 

"  Tlie  Transvaal  Republic,  which  bordered  both  on  the  colony  at 
Natal  and  on  Cape  Colony,  had  enormously  increased  their  ofieoaive 
or  defensive  forces  witliin  Che  last  few  years.  It  was  within  the  know- 
ledge  of  every   member  of  the   House  that    they   had   spent    enormoa» 

' ~  ~  artillery  and  that  thousands  of  riHee  hail  been  imported.     In  tJnese 

>tances  what  we  considered  a  sufficient  defensive  farce  in  previous 
•Ears  lind  become  totally  insulficient  now.  That  was  the  sole  reason — it 
x'aa  a  necessity  imposed  upon  us,  and  one  w-hich  he  thought  the  House 
would  recognise— for  the  increase  of  the  garrison,  and  it  was  an  incKase 
which  the  Government  must  insist  upon  so  long  as  they  had  the  reaponri- 
bility  for  the  position  iu  Sonth  Africa.'' 


it  is  in  their  power,  when  they  next  hn\'e  to  give  as  a  party  their  pro- 
gramme of  the  future  policy  of  the  country,  to  lay  down  as  one  of  the  Cist 

things  tliey  mean  to  do  the  fact  that  thev  mean  to  deprive  the  voluntary 
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April  19.— House   of    Commons.     Mr.   Dillon's    Crtnvl/tial 

Law   and   procedure  (Ireland)  Act 

{1887)  Repeal  BiH  refuswi  a  second  reading 

by  230  to  Ul  (majority  79^ 
Parish  Councillors  {Tenure  of  Office) 

Sill  read  a  third  time. 
(1)  Mr.  Balfour  at  the  Albert  Hall  (Primrose  League 

Meeting)   on  the    Constitution,   Religion,   the 

Empire,  and  Finance. 
The  Duke  of  DeTonsbire  at  London  Chamber  of 

Commerce  on  Education  and  on  China. 

„     20.— House  of  Lords.     Army  Annual  BUI  read  a 

second  time  and  passed  through  remaining  stages. 
Land   Charges   Bill  read    a   second    time. 

Speech  by  Lord  Halsbury. 
Lord  Russell  of  Killowen's  Illicit  Secret 

Commissions  Bill  read  a  first  time.    Speech 

by  Lord  Halsbury. 

House  of  Commons.  The  Bu<^et  Resolutions. 
Speeches  by  Sir  W.  Harcourt  and  Sir  M. 
Hicks- Beach. 
„  21.— House  of  Lords.  The  Decoration  of  St  Paul's. 
Speeches  by  Lord  Salisbury  and  Lord 
Kimberley. 

House  of  Commons.  The  Army  Estimates— 
Wei-hai-wei.  The  South  African  Garri- 
sons. Speeches  by  (2)  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman  and  Mr.  Balfour. 

„  24.— House  of  Lords.  Board  of  Education  BUI 
read  a  second  time.  Speeches  by  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  Lord  Ripou,  Lord 
Kimberley,  and  the  Duke  of  Devonsliire. 


House  of  Commons.  Select  Committee  on  Old- 
Age  Pensions  appointed.  Speeches  by  Mr. 
Asquith,  Mr.  Chamberlain,  and  Mr. 
Balfour.  Mr.  Logan's  Amendment  in  favour 
of  Qovernment  action  lost  by  263  to  93 
(majority  170;.  {See  page  201). 
London  Government  JB4M— Committee. 
Clause  1.    The  £lsclusion  of  the  City. 
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(1)  Sii  H.  Oampbell'Baimennan  on  Mr.  Chaplin. 

"  I  do  not  wonder  be  ehonld  liave  been  anxious  to  reca.!!  tlie-sabject  t«> 
onr  attention,  liettause  at  the  close  of  the  Iftft  xexHion  he  bad  a  most 
snccennfn!  time.  I  lio  not  know  when  so  mach  haa  l>een  done  H'ithin  »o 
>4hort  a  period.  Re  aucceeded  in  dama^ng  the  Gov-ernment  of  wliicb  be  in 
a  member,  in  inflicting  a  consideralile  degree  of  humiliation  upon  himself, 
in  perplexing  tlie  Houee  of  Commons,  in  irritating  the  House  of  Lords,  in 
outraging  the  medical  profession,  in  presenting  new  impediments  in  tlie 
way  of  vaccination  without  at  all  diminishing  the  hostility  of  the  antl- 
vaccinators,  in  annoying  the  canecientiouB  objector,  and  in  fumishin)^ 
fresh  opportunities  for  tlieir  strange  ohiter  dicta  to  the  stipendiary  ma™- 
trates.  He  crowded  all  tliis  into  tlie  space  of  two  or  three  days — a  leftisla- 
tive  feat  which,  I  believe,  has  seldom  been  equalled,  and  never  surpassed  ; 
and  now  ho  joyfully  announces  to  us  tliat  vaccinations  have  not  decreased. 
Yes  ;  but  considering  tliat  the  sole  object  of  his  legislation  was  to  extend 
and  develop,  and  facilitate  vaccination,  he  must  be  thankful  for  sntall 
mercies  ;  and  I  never  knew  a  caae  tiefore  in  which  a  l^^lator  who  had 
[lassed  a  considerable  meaauro  of  reform  congratulated  himself  a  few 
months  afterwards  on  the  fact  that  it  had  not  done  so  much  harm  as  might 
have  been  expected." 

(2)  Lord  Salisbinr  on  tlie  EusBo-British  agreement. 

"  Perhaps  it  may  not  be  wholly  inappropriate  to  the  remarks  which  the 
Preeident  has  made  if  I  convey  to  you  some  information  which  possibly  ban 
reached  yon  already — namely,  tliat  we  have  signed  a  gratifying  agreement 
with  tbe  Russian  Government,  which  1  think  may  liave  a  good  influence. 
I  do  not  wish  to  exaggerate  its  extent,  but,  in  view  of  the  relations  whicb 
iluring  tlie  last  lialf-century  have  from  time  to  time  prevailed  between  this 
country  and  that  most  important  Empire,  I  think  it  is  a  matter  of  con- 
gratulation that  we  liave  come  to  an  agreement  witli  ref'pect  to  aflaire  in 
China  which  to  a  certain  extent  will,  1  think,  prevent  any  likelihood  of 
any  collision  between  our  interests  or  onr  objects  for  the  future.  It  in 
always,  I  tbink,  a  matter  of  congratulation,  in  which  all  her  Majeatv's 
subjects  wilt  equally  sympathise,  when  we  are  able  to  improve  our  fnendly 
relations  with  the  other  nations  of  the  earth.  We  have  talked  of 
alliances,  and  in  a  certain  sense  the  phrB»e  is  perfectly  just,  bnt  an  alliance 
in  tlie  sense  that  with  any  nation  we  sbontd  go  out  to  war  together  and 
liear  the  cost  and  danger  of  war  together  for  each  other — that  kind  of 
alliance  can  only  very  rarely  take  place.  You  may  in  a  country  neighbour- 
hood be  the  very  dearest  friends  with  your  neighbour,  and  you  may  say 
.with  great  justice  that  you  and  he  are  in  relations  of  perfect  amity  ;  yet  if 
you  asked  him  to  pay  your  solicitor's  bill  in  a  certain  lawsuit  I  think  he 
would  lie  very  milch  mirprised.  That  applies  to  the  unity  of  nations.  Tlie 
alliances  of  which  we  speak  are  the  alliances  of  good  feeling  between  the 
l>eoplee  and  Uovumnients  of  the  respective  nations  that  are  allied,  and  not 
of  engagements  which  under  any  circumstances  are  likely  to  bring  either 
lude  int«  war.  Un  this  ground  I  tbink  we  have  reaiion  to  congratulate 
ourselves  that  with  so  many  nations  on  the  earth  we  are  now  in  relations 
of  amitv.  We  feel  that  the  maintenance  of  these  relations,  so  long  as  our 
essential  interests  and  our  honour  are  preserved,  are  the  highest  objects 
which  any  Ministry  can  look  to.  Whether  the  Peace  Conference  that  is 
about  to  assemble  will  efTect  any  improvement  in  the  mutual  relations  of 
the  nations  to  each  otlier  I  do  not  Know.  Until  the  discussions  are  opened 
we  cannot  tell.  Bnt  the  very  fact  that  such  a  conference  should  have  been 
summoned,  and  summoned  by  the  nation  that  in  material  respects  is  the 
most  powerful  nation  on  earth,  is  surely  a  good  omen  for  future  peace  luid 
an  augniy  on  whicb  all  those  who  value  the  intereete  of  peace,  civiliaation, 
and  Christianity  may  fitly  dwell," 
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April  25. — House   of   Lords.     Formal  business. 

House    of  Commons.    London    Government 

BUI — Committee.     Clause  1. 

Tercentenary  of  birth  of  Oliver  Cromwell. 

Peace  Crusade  Deputation  to  the  Russian  Minister, 
M.  Staal. 

„      26. — House  of  Commons.    Mr.  Gordon's  Ecclesitis- 
Hcal  AssesHinents  (Scotland)  BUI  read 

a  second  time  by  177  to  122  (majority  55). 

Seats  for  Shops  Assistants  (Scotland) 
Bill  read  a  third  time. 

(1)  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman  to  the  Eighty  Club 

(at  the  Cafe  Monlco)  on  Mr.  Balfour's  recent 
speech  to  the  Primrose  Le^^o. 

Mr.  Goschen  at  the  Hotel  Cecil  (Institution  of 
Mechanical  Engineers'  dinner)  on  the  Navy. 

„     37.— House  of  Lords.    Royal  Assent  to  Army  Annual 
Bill. 

House  of  Commons.  London  Government 
Bill — Committee.  Clause  1  passed.  Clause  2 
— Aldermen,  the  poeition  of  women,  and  triennial 
annual  elections. 

Building  Societies  Deputation  on  Small  Houses 
BUI  to  Mr.  Chamberlain. 

„      28.— House  of  Lords.    Metropolitan  Water  Com- 
panies Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Lord  Monfcsweii's   Copyright  (Artistic) 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

House  of  Commons.  Civil  Service  Estimates- 
Education  Vote.  Annual  statement  by  Sir 
John  Gorst.  Speeches  Iw  Sir  H.  Fowler, 
Mr.  Bryce,  and  Sir  H.  Campbell-Banner- 
man. Mr.  H.  Lewis's  Motion  for  reduction  of 
vote  as  protest  against  favour  shown  to  clerical 
managers  lost  by  155  to  71  (majority  84). 

Mr,  Asquith  at  Guildford  on  Current  Politics. 

„     29.— (2}  Lord  Salisbuf?  at  the  Royal  Academy  Banquet 
— AtmoQDcement  of  the  Russo-Britisb  agreement. 
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THE   DIVISIONS    OF    THE    MONTH. 

April,  1899. 


A.  record  of  the  more  important  divisions  for  the  month   of  ApriL 


(The  votes  of  any  particular  member  in  the  foUowing  div 
be  obtained  from  the  Liberal  PublicalioQ  Department  for  Ib.  For  a 
fee  of  5s.  the  votes  in  the  principal  divisions  for  a  year  can  be  obtained 
monthly.) 

[Nora.— Jn  thejtHmving  I'ttiof  thechitfdivmontinihtHo-ntt  of  Commmia, 
tht  number  of  tht  minority  {-whtther  "  For  "  or  "  Agairat  ")  in  a  dieition  u 
^unyiputfiritfor  the  lake  of  coitveiiience.  When  the  divitimiit  an  "official" 
im«,  (i.e.)  iehfn  the  OoremmeiU  or  Oppontion  Whipt  are  the  Tellen,  the 
tt<ord  "For"  or  "Agaimt"  at  the  eatt  may  be,  ta  givtn  in  itaHet.} 


I. — Lawlbssnbbs  in  thr  Church. 
April  nth,  1899  {Division  No.  73).— On  Mr.  Bartley's  Motion 
that  Ministers  of  the  Crown  recommending  clergymen  for  eccle- 
siasticat  preferment  should  be  satisfied  that  they  would  "  ohey  the 
]a,vi  as  declared  by  the  Courts  which  have  jurisdiction  in  matters 
ecclesiastical." 

Against,  16  ;  For,  202. 

II.— Evicted  Tenants  (Ihrland)  Reinbtatbmeiit  Bill. 
April    12th,    1899    (Divition    ^o.    74).— On    the    Motion  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Reinstatement  Bill. 
For,  71  ;  Against,  169. 

III. — Wei-hai-wei. 
April  Uth,  1899  (Division  Ao.  75).— On  Mr.  Buchanan's  Motion 
to  reduce  the  vote  by  £9,000  in  respect  of  the  naval  depAt  at  Wei- 
hai-wei. 

For,  67  ;  Against,  169. 

IV. — Shall  Houses  Bill. 
April    17th,    1899   (Division  No.  81). — On    the    Motion   for  the 
Mcond  reading  of  the  Sm^l  Houses  (Acquisition  of  Ownership)  BiU. 
Against,  71 ;  For,  260. 
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— EdD  CATION, 


April  17th,  1899  (DivUion  2fo.  83).— On  Mr.  Jeffreys'  Motion 
praying  Her  Majesty  to  withhold  her  consent  to  the  new  portiona  of 
the  Code  of  ReguUtious  for  Day  Schoola  dealing  with  the  question  of 
pupil  teachers. 

Ayainit,  69  ;  For  149. 

VI. — National  Expenditure. 
April     18th,     1899     {Divinon     No.    85).— On    Mr.    Buohiinan's 
Motion  : — 

"  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  National  Expenditure  is  eices- 
aive,  and  is  capable  of  reduction  without  corapromising  the  safety  or 
legitimate  influence  of  the  Country  Abroad,  or  the  efficiency  of  its  Home 
odm  inisuation. ' ' 

For,  71 ;  Agaiml,  135. 

VII. — The  Irish  Coercion  Act. 
April  19th,  1899  {Division  No.  86).— On  the  Motion  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Criminal  Ijbw   and    Procedure  (Ireland)  Act  (1887) 
Repeal  Bill. 

For,  142;  Against,  222. 

VIII. — Troops  in  South  Africa. 
April  21st,  1899  {Division  No.  88).— On  Mr.  Buchanan's  Motion 
to  reduce  the  vote  by  £22,000  in  respect  to  the  item  for  Accommoda- 
tion for  Increased  (iarrison  in  South  Africa. 

For,  82;  Agaitut,  152. 

IX. — Old- Age  Pensions. 

April  24th,  1899  (Dimsion  No.  94).— On  Mr.  Logan's  Amendment 
to  Sir  William  Wotrond'e  Motion  for  the  appointment  of  a  Select 
Committee  on  Old- Age  Pensions  : — 

"  That  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  a  Royal  Commission  and  a  Special 
Committee  have,  within  the  last  fuur  yeara,  reported  upon  the  condition  of, 
and  the  providing  of  pensions  for,  the  aged  poor,  this  House  oonaiders  that 
further  inquiry  is  not  likely  to  shed' further  light  on  the  subject,  and  that 
the  Government  should  undertake  the  responsibility  of  making  such  propo- 
sals OS  they  may  deem  good." 

For,  95  ;  Against,  365. 

X. — Scotch  Ecclesiasticai.  Rating. 
April  26th,  1899  (Division  No.   102).— On   the    Motion    for   the 
second  reading  of  the  Ecclesi&stical  AssesBmeots  (Scotland)  Bill. 

Against,  124  ;  For,  179. 
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XI. — Thk  Edccatiok  Depabtmbnt  and  Clebicalibm. 
April  28th,  1899  {DivUitm  A'o.   107).— On  Mr.  Herbert  Lewis's 
ft[otion  to  reduce  Sir  John  Oorat's  salary  by  jEl.OOO  as   a  protest 
against  the  favouritism  shown  to  Voluntary  School  managers  by  the 
Elducation  Department. 

For,  73  ;  Against,  157. 

LONDON  GOVERNMENT  BILL. 
XII. — Inclusion  op  thk  City. 
April  24th,  1899  {DivinoH  No.  95).— On  Mr.  Haldane's  Amend- 
ment to  include  the  City  of  London  as  a  metropolitan  boroogh. 

For,  105  ;  AgainM,  210. 
XIII. — "  Metropolitan  Bobouohs"  v.  "  DiffrBicrs." 
April    2Sth,    1899  {Division   Jfo.   97).— On    Mr.   James    Stuart's 
Amendment  that  for   "  boroughs "  should  be  substituted  the  word 
"districts,"  as  more  accurately  describing  the  division  of  London. 
Fitr,  132  ;  Agaitut,  244. 
XIV. — BoBouoH  Abeas. 
April    25th,    1899   {Divitum   Jfo.    98).— On  Sir  Charles   DiUies 
Amendment  designed  to  secure  a  closer  definition  of  the  areas  to  be 
scheduled. 

For,  116;  Against,  182. 

X  V. — Aldbbmbn. 
April  27  th,  1899  (Division  No.  103).— On  Mr.  Pickersgill'a  Amend- 
ment to  omit  the  word  "Aldermen"  from  the  paragraph  which  said  :— 
"  The  Council  shall  consist  of  a  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors." 
For,  142;  Against,  247. 
XVI. — The  Position  of  Women. 
April  27th,  1899  {Division  No.  104).— On  Mr.  Boulnois's  Amend- 
ment excluding  women  from  holding  office    in   the   new   Municipal 
Corporations. 

For,  102  ;  Against,  129. 

XVII. — WouEN  AS  Mayors. 
April  27th,  1899  {Division  No.  105).— On  Mr.  Herbert  Robertson's 
Amendment  excluding  women  from  holding  the  office  of  Mayor,  bat 
permitting  them  to  be  Aldermen  and  Councillors. 

Against,  79;  For,  181. 

XVIII. — WOMBK   AS  AL1>KBMEN. 

April  27th,  1899  {Division  No.  106).— On  Mr.  Webster's  Amend- 
ment excluding  women  from  the  office  of  Alderman. 

Against,  126;  For,  157. 
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NOTES    AND    FIGURES. 


NowHBRB  has  the  shadow  ol  the  death  of 
Thohas  Ellis.  Tom  Ellis  fallen  more  heavily  than  upon  the 
Liberal  Publication  Department ;  and  it  in 
oalj  fitting  that  hiti  name  should  be  affectionately  recorded  in  the 
Maoazins  he  nurtured.  He  was  our  best  support  and  our  wisest 
inapiratioD.  He  helped  us  in  every  way  it  was  possible  for  a  man 
to  do.  He  was  always  full  of  suggestions  and  friendly  criticism.  So 
obyioua  was  his  sincerity,  so  quick  his  intelligeoce,  so  cordial  his 
luanner  that  1  often  felt  I  would  sooner  be  found  fault  with  by  Tom 
Ellis  thaji  praised  by  anybody  else.  What  delightful  conclaves  have 
we  held  discussing  the  fortunes  of  the  Maqazinb,  how  inspiriting  was 
his  talk,  how  fascinating  his  eloquence  !  To  my  colleague,  Mr.  Qeake, 
whose  work  brought  him  into  daily  contact  with  Mr.  Ellis,  the  loss  is 
overwhelmingly  great. 

A.B. 


Another  step  has  been  taken  in  the  strange 
Thk  Old  Age  history  of  Old  Age  Pensions  by  the  appointment 
PsKStON  COMHiTTEB.  of  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
— to  see  if  this  Committee  can  succeed  where 
Lord  Bothschild's  expert  committee  failed.  The  Government  brought 
forward  the  Motion  setting  up  the  Committee  on  April  24th,  when 
Mr.  Asquith  took  the  opportunity  to  set  out  the  whole  history  of  this 
question,  bo  far  as  it  concerns  the  two  political  parties.  He  showed, 
as  we  have  often  done  in  these  pages,  how  the  Government  in  general, 
and  Mr.  Chamberlain  in  particular,  have  played  fast  and  loose  with 
this  question.  Mr.  Chamberlain  ventured  to  interrupt  Mr.  Asquith, 
with  the  result  which  can  best  be  shown  by  the  following  extract  fronk 
the  report  of  the  debate : — 

"  Hb.  Asquitb  :  I  will  turn  to  another  no  less  authoritative  statesman  in 
the  Govemment—I  mean  the  Colonial  Secretary.  At  the  General  EUection 
the  right  bon.  gentleman  went,  among  other  places,  to  Honley.  Un  July 
12th,  IS95,  he  devoted  part  of  his  speech  to  this  iiuestiun.  '  My  proposal,' 
he  said,  after  speaking  of  schemes  for  granting  universal  old-age  pensions, 
*ia  more  modeet  than  that,  and  therefore  it  is  mure  practical.  I  want  to 
see,  in  the  first  place,  a  distinction  made  in  the  administration  of  the  Poor 
lisw  between  those  who  have  good  characters  behind  them  and  those  who 
have  been  brought  to  poverty  by  their  own  fault.'  With  that  we  all  agree. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  went  on: — 'I  want,  in  the  second  place,  to 
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asabt  friendly  societies.  1  want  to  en&ble  them  to  aecure  old-ase  pensiaos 
to  their  members,  and  at  a  cost  well  within  their  means.  H7  proponl. 
broadly,  a  so  simple  that  anyone  can  understand  it.' 

"  Mb.  Chaubbblun  :  It  was  a  proposal ;  not  a  promise. 

"Me.  Asqcith:  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  the  right  hon.  gentlem&n  for 
that  distinction.  1  think  it  will  be  sufficient  to  maintain  an  action  for  breach 
of  promise." 

Mr.  Chamberlain,  in  his  reply,  could  only  reiterate  that  whilst  be  bad 
proposed  a  good  deal  he  bad  promised  nothing. 

"A  promise  would  involve  the  fulfilment  of  a  distinct  and    definite 
ple<^e,  but  a  proposal  is  merely  a  suggestion  for  discussion." 
All  that  he  had  tried  to  do  was  to  "  popularise  "  the  question  ajid  to 
do  a  little  thinking  aloud  in  public  : — 

"  Is  it  really  contended  by  the  right  hbn.  gentleman  that  no  prominent 
politician  on  either  side  may  discuss  a  question  of  this  kind  coram  popuii/ 
without  being  held  to  give  a  pledge  which  he  must  fulhl  the  first  moment  he 


It  is  really  hardly  necessary  to  answer  this  absurd  conteotion,  and  it  is 
noteworthy  that  Mr,  Chamberlain's  supporters  in  the  press  have  made 
no  attempt  to  support  him  in  this  ludicrous  pjea^ — thai  when  he  spoke 
at  "crowded"  election  meetings  about  hia  "proposals,"  he  did  not 
mean  to  do  anything  more  than  to  suggest  that  Old  Age  Pensions  was 
a  very  interesting  subject  in  which  he  hoped  his  audience  would  be 
kind  enough  (if  only  to  oblige  him)  to  take  some  sort  of  interest. 


Mr.  Asquith  drew  attention  to  one  s^ieech 

Mr.  Chamberlain's    of  Mr.  Chamberlain's,  delivered  on  December 

Record.  Gth,    18P4,    which    admirably    illnatratea    the 

party  use  that  Mr.  Chamberlain  has  made  of 

this  subject.     The  speech  was  delivered  on  a  non-political  occasion  to 

a  conference  to  Friendly  Society  representatives.    In  the  first  instance 

Mr.  Chamberlain  made  a  speech  in  which  he  discussed  the  subject  on 

its  merits.      It  was  in  replying  to  the  vote  of  thanks  that  he  took   the 

opportunity  of  "improving  the  occasion,"  and  practically  telling  the 

Friendly  Societies  that  if  they  really  wunted  anything  done  they  must 

know  to  what  quarter  they  ought  to  look  for  assistance.     The   last 

sentences   of    Mr.    Chamberlain's   speech    on   that  occasion    were  as 

follows : — 

"I  should  myself  imagine  that  a  great  scheme  of  this  kind  should  not 
be  proposed  to  Parliament  until  some  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  shall 
come  who  would  have  a  surplus  and  not  a  deficit  to  deal  with.  You  will 
recollect  that  we  waited  a  long  time  for  free  educatiun,  but  there  comes  a 
time,  when,  under  the  administration  of  a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
whom  I  will  not  name,  because  I  do  not  wish  to  revive  political  associations, 
there  was  a  very  fruitful  surplus,  and  that  surplus  was  at  once  applied  to 

Slve  to  the  working  classes  the  greatest  boon  which  has  been  given  to  them 
uring  my  political  time.  My  hope  is  that,  under  another  Administration 
and  under  another  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  whom  also  I  will  not  name, 
we  may  return  to  a  time  of  prosperity,  to  a  period  of  surpluses,  and  my  hope 
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ned  belief  is  that  these  aurplusee  diav  be  used  in  order  bo  stimuUte  the 
provision  of  those  old-a!;e  pensiooa,  which  will  di>  more,  I  believe,  than  aay- 
tbing  else  to  secure  the  happinsaa  of  the  working  classes." 
Well,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Evchequer  at  that  time  was  Sir  William 
Harcourt,  and  he  baa  been  replaced  by  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach,  who 
has  had  the  predicted  surpluses,  amounting  in  all  to  £12,000,000, 
not  a  penny  piece,  however,  of  which  has 'gone  for  Old- Age  Fensions 
or  for  anything  like  it.  Whether  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach  is  ever 
likely  to  do  anything  in  the  matter  may  be  judged  from  what  he 
said  when  he  introdu^d  bis  Budget  on  April  13th  : — 

"  I  daresay  I  &m  old-fashioned  in  my  ideas,  but  I  look  with  alarm  on  the 
tendency  of  the  present  day,  quite  iirespectiva  of  political  opinion— a 
tendency  which  is,  perhape,  more  rife  on  this  aide  of  the  House  than  on 
that — to  look  to  the  Exchequer  and  the  central  Government  [or  superinten- 
dence, for  Bsaiatance,  for  inspection,  and  for  control  in  all  kinds  of 
deportmenbt  of  life,  and  in  all  kinda  of  relations  between  individuals,  in 
which  in  old  days  the  Government  of  the  country  was  never  deemed  capable 
of  acting  at  all." 

Mr.  Chamberlain  not  unnatarally  was  very  much  disturbed  at  Mr. 
Asqnith's  inconsiderate  conduct  in  reading  his  old  speeches.  He 
talked  about  extracts  which  he  said  he  "  would  not  call  garbled,"  but 
which  were  none  the  less  "  unfair."  We  must  again  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  it  ia  Mr.  Chamberlain  himself  who  "  garbles "  his  old 
speeches.  The  other  day,  in  quoting  his  Hanley  speech  of  189!>,  he 
left  out  the  sentence  between  brackets,  which  we  now  take  the  liberty 
of  restoring : — 

"My  proposal  is  more  modest  than  that,  and  therefore  it  is  a  more 
practical  one.  1  want  to  see,  then,  in  the  first  place,  a  distinction  made  in 
the  administration  of  the  Poor  Law  between  those  who  have  good  chaioctem 
behind  them  and  those  who  have  bean  brousht  to  poverty  by  their  own  fault. 
I  wont,  in  the  second  place,  to  assist  friendly  societies.  I  want  Co  enable 
then  to  secure  Old- Age  Pensions  to  their  members,  and  to  secure  them  at  a 
cost  which  will  be  weU  within  their  means. 

'*  [My  proposal,  broadly,  is  so  simple  that  anyone  con  understand  it.] 

"  I  suggest  wherever  a  man  has  acquired  for  himself  in  a  friendly  society 
or  other  society  a  pension  amounting  to  2b.  6d.  a  week,  that  the  State  should 
come  in  and  double  the  pension." 

We  can  quite  understand  Mr.  Chamberlain's  wish  that  he  had  never 
used  the  words  which  he  omitted,  but  it  is  rather  a  novel  idea  that  this 
JQ3ti£es  his  mutilation  of  what  he  said  to  the  electors. 

On  May  lat  the  committ«e  was    actually 

The  Appointhent    constituted    of  the  following  members : — Mr. 

OP  THE  CoMurrrKE.     Anstruther,    Mr.    Chaplin,    Mr.    Cripps,    Mr. 

Davitt,Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurioe,8ir  Fortescue 

Flannery,  Sir  Walter  Foster,    Mr.  Hedderwick,  Mr.  Samuel  Hoare, 

Mr.  Lionel  Holland,  Mr.   Leoky,   Mr.   Llewellyn,  Mr.  Lloyd-Oeorge, 

Mr.  A.  K.  Loyd,  Sir  James  Rankin,  Mr.  William  Redmond,  and  Mr. 

Woods.     The  importance  which  Ministers  attach  to  its  deliberations 

may   be   gathered  from  the  fact  that  Mr.   Chaplin    represents  the 
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Qovemment  upon  it,  aad  that  Mr.  Chamberlain  is  not  a  member  of  it. 
Mr.  Bartley  wanted  to  know  wb;  the  Colonial  Secretary  had  fonght 
shy  of  it,  to  which  Mr.  Balfour  replied  that  Old  Age  Pensions  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  office  held  by  Mr.  Chamberlain.  This  is  quite 
trae,  but  Mr.  Chamberlain  was  Colonial  Secretary  when  he  m&de  a 
"  proposal "  to  the  "  crowded  "  meeting  at  Hanley,and  whenever  it  suita 
him  he  does  not  hesitate  to  put  his  finger  into  tbe  pies  of  other  depart- 
ments, as  for  instance  when  he  assists  the  Home  Office  oi'er  Workmen's 
Compensation,  or  the  Local  Government  Board  over  small  houses.  Mr. 
Courtney  did  not  disguise  the  fact  that  the  committee  was  practically 
doomed  to  fait.     In  moving  the  adjournment  of  the  debate  he  said  : — 

"It  was  useless  to  di^uise  the  fact.  It  was  reoogaised  on  all  bands, 
and  without  any  disreBpect  to  the  hon.  members  whose  names  were  in  the 
notice  he  said  it.  a  cummittee  so  constituted  would  be  quite  unequal  to  the 
work  proposed  lo  be  entrusted  to  it.  ...  In  the  present  poeitioD  the 
House  could  only  go  on  dividing  upon  names,  and  in  Che  end  a  committee 
would  be  appointed  in  respect  to  which  he  was  satisfied  he  expressed  the 
feeling  of  nine-tenths  of  the  House  when  he  said  it  would  be  quite  unequal 
to  the  very  grave  and  weif^hty  business  to  be  entrusted  to  it." 
The  committee,  however,  is  now  definitely  constituted,  aud  it  remains 
to  be  seen  what  the  result  of  tbb  last  move  will  be.  It  shonld  be 
noted  that  in  the  debate  on  April  24th  Mr.  Chamberlain  said  : — 

"The  GoTomuient  never  pretended  they  inteuded  to  deal  with  this 
matter  the  moment  they  came  into  office,  and  uo  promise  of  the  kind  has 
ever  been  given  by  any  member  of  the  Government  or  by  any  member  of 
the  party  who  ait  on  these  benches.  What  we  have  said  agun  and  ^ain, 
and  what  we  are  prepared  to  say  now,  is  that  we  hope  and  intend  to  deal 
with  this  matter  before  we  leave  office.  That  is  perfectly  true,  and  as  we 
cannot  deal  with  it  at  the  earliest  until  next  Session  of  Parliament  the 
reference  to  a  committee  will  not  delay  the  practical  determination  of  the 
matter." 
Mr.  Balfour,  later  on  in  the  debate,  added  ; — 

"Let  it  be  distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  consider  ourselves 
bound  to  wait  necessarily  for  the  report  of  this  committee  before  bringing 
forward  a  scheme.  We  do  not  thmk  that  is  a  necessary  consequence  of 
appointing  a  committee.  We  hope  that  the  general  lines  of  such  a  scheme 
may  be  indicated  within  a  period  which  will  enable  us  to  have  the  full 
advantage  of  the  weight  of  ttie  advice  of  the  committee  before  we  present 
any  plan  of  our  own.  But  oven  before  that  period  arrives  it  is  quite  dear 
that  we  may  derive  great  advantage  from  the  labours  of  the  committee  even 
though  they  have  not  completed  their  report,  and  we  should  not  consider 
ourselves  prohibited,  if  other  circumstances  appeared  favourable,  from 
bringing  forward  our  own  scheme  because  the  labours  of  the  committee  had 
not  reached  their  full  termination.  We  do  not  appoint  this  ooinmittee  to 
shift  responsibility  on  to  other  shoulders  that  belongs  to  us,  nor  to  delay 
legislation  on  the  subject ;  but  we  say  that,  inasmuch  as  two  inquiries 
already  held  have  proved  barren,  so  far  as  schemes  are  concerned,  inasmuch 
as  that  committee  and  that  commission,  though  they  have  collected  a  mass 
of  valuable  materials,  have  made  no  concrete  proposal,  it  is  wise  and 
prudent  to  appoint  a  committee  to  undertake  the  ta^k  at  the  point  at  which 
those  two  bodies  left  it." 

Surely,  if  the  Qovemment  were  not  pledged  before,  it  is  clear  that 
they  are  now. 
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The  Small  Houses  (Acquisition  of  Owner- 

Thb  Small  ahip)  Bill  (for  provisions  see  the  April  number 

Housss  Bill.         of  the  Liberal  Magazine,  p^e  176)  waa  read 

a  second  time  on  April  17th.     The  debate  may 

be  sninmed  up,  perhaps,  by  aaying  that  very  little  was  really  said  for  or 

against  the  Bill.     It  does  not  contain  some  of  the  vices  which  have 

characterised  previous  amateur  attempts  at  lej^slation  on  the  same 

subject,  as  it  certainty  does  not  deal  with  the  real  difficulty  in  the  towns 

— namely,  the  housing  of  the  poor.     Mr.  Asquith  said  : — 

"  .  .  .1  cannot  help  sayuiK  in  the  strongest  and  most  emphatic 
language  that  I  deeply  regret  the  Government  have  not  taken  the  oppor- 
tunity of  going  to  the  Teal  crux  of  the  problem  of  the  housing  of  the  poor 
— because  that  there  is  such  s  problem  and  that  it  is  of  growing  and 
urgent  importance  I  think  it  is  impossible  for  anybody  to  deny.  The 
working  classes,  that  section  of  them  in  regard  to  whom  the  difficulty  of 
housing  really  arises,  are  not  the  comparatively  well-to-do  artisans  in  whose 
favuur  ihe  facilities  created  by  this  Bill  will  be  exercised.  They  are  the 
men  who  cannot  find— and,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  they  are  a  growing  number — 
here  in  London  and  in  our  lai^e  centres  of  population  decent  habitations 
under  civUised  conditions,  and  who  in  increasing  numbers  cannot,  it  may 
be  said  almost  with  literal  truth,  find  habitations  at  all.  I  deeply  regret 
that  the  Crovemment  hare  not  dealt  with  that  most  formidable,  as  well  as 
that  most  urgent,  question.  There  is  legislation  of  a  complicated  kind  on 
the  Statute-book  which,  I  agree,  if  put  into  operation  effectually,  might 
help,  or  might  contribute  to  help,  the  solution  of  that  question.  But  the 
real  difficulty  you  have  got  to  contend  with  is  .  .  .  twofold.  In  the 
first  place,  the  local  authorities  have  not  got  com[>ul8ory  powers  or  have  not 
got  them  to  the  extent  they  ought  to  have  ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  they 
have  not  got  the  power  which,  in  an  amendment  to  the  Address,  we 
eipreasml  the  opinion  ought  to  be  granted — the  power  to  obtain  that  new 
reservoir  of  taxation  for  local  purposes  which  consists  of  the  rating  of 
ground  values.  I  regret  that  the  Government  have  not  dealt  with  that 
aspect  of  the  matter,  for,  in  my  opinion,  the  time  of  the  House  would  have 
b^n  more  luefully  occupied  in  so  doing  than  in  discussing  the  present  Bill." 
All  that  Mr.  Chamberl&ia  could  say  on  this  point  was  : — 

* '  It  may  be  we  are  modest,  but  we  are  content  in  doing  things  in  our  own 
little  way.     .     .     ." 

What  unfamiliar  humility !  The  truth  is  that  the  Bill  is  brought 
in,  not  because  there  is  any  public  demand  for  it,  but  in  order,  by 
passing  it,  to  make  out  that  something  has  been  done  towards  passing 
the  Social  Frogramme.  It  is  the  case  of  the  Foreign  Prison-made 
Goods  Act  over  again — a  measure  that  is  not  "economically"  but 
"politically"  important,  or  (putting  it  more  clearly  if  more  baldly) 
designed  to  catch  votes  rather  than  remove  grievances.  When  a  similar 
Bill  came  up  for  discussion  last  year,  Mr.  Chamberlain  was  not  in 
evideince.  Mr.  Asquith  rubbed  in  that  fact,  id  reply  to  which  Kr. 
Chamberlain  said : — 

"  The  Bill  was  not  in  my  hands  on  that  occasion,  and.  though  I  cannot 
really  say,  1  imagine  I  was  in  the  Bouse  and  took  part  in  the  division." 
Mr.  Chamberlain  is  (as  is  his  wont)  quite  wrong.     He  did  not  vote — as 
the  divisioD  lists  show. 
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WOBKMEM'S  COMPEMSATIOH  ACT. 

Whmf  ihm  Umlmmlmt  amVrmmmmt 
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A  CHEAT  SOCIAL  REFORM. 

The  Workmen's  CoMrENSATioN  Act,  which  -was  passed 
by  the  present  Unionist  Government  and  came  into  force 
on  the  ist.  July,  1898.  is  one  of  the  most  important 
measares  for  the  benefit  9}  the  working  classes 

ever  adopted  in  this  country. 
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Wo  reproduce  ou   the  opposite   page  the 
A  HisLKADiMO        first  page  of   a  leaflet  which   has  jnst  been 
Lbaplet.  issued    hy    the    West    of     Scotland     Liberal 

Uaioniat  Association,  93,  Hope-street,  Glas- 
gow. We  need  hardly  point  out  how  ludicrously  untrue  the  suggestion 
contained  in  the  picture  is — that  the  workman  is  compensated  for 
"  all "  accidents.  In  the  inside  of  the  leaflet,  indeed,  it  has  to  be 
admitted  that  the  Act  applies  to  the  "  most  dangerous  occupations  " 
only-  Even  so  it  is  repeated  again  and  again  that  the  Act,  in  the 
included  trades,  provides  compensation  "  for  every  accident."  We 
are  almost  tired  of  pointing  out  that,  according  to  Mr.  Chamberlain 
himself,  a  maximum  estimate  of  the  compensated  accidents  in  the 
included  trades  is  70  per  cent. 


We  give  below  the  figures  relating  to  the 
British  Trade.       Imports   and  Exports   for  March,  along  with 
a  table  showing  the  year's  trade    to  date,  as 
compared  with  the  same  period  during  1898  :^ 

March,  1899. 


MoDth  eudiiw  3lBt  March. 

..™-. 

Decreue. 

1899. 

1898. 

!»,     rt. 

£ 
41,492,388 
27,566,671 

6,242,270 

£ 
43,112,829 
25,934,439 

6,100,574 

£ 

1,632,232 

141,696 

£ 

Re-exports  of  Foreign  1 

and                } 

Colonial  MerchandiBeJ 

— 

Total 



Net  146,613 

Tbar's  Tkadb  to  Datb. 


For  the  thrra  months  endiDg 

l..r^. 

DecreaM. 

3Ut  March,  % 

SlBtMsrvh.'SS 

In.     rts 

£ 
118,242.684 
62,054,041 

16,240,040 

£ 
119,099.209 
67,707,118 

15,110,772 

£ 
4,346.923 
1,129,868 

£ 
866,625 

Re-exports  of  Foreign  1 

and                \ 

Colonial  Merchandise) 

— 

Total 

196,637,265 

191,917.099 

AW4,620,186 
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Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach's  Budget  for  1899 

The  Budget         differs  very  niateri&ll;  from  the  three  preceding 

OP  1899.  for  which  he  has  also  been  responsible  ;  he  ha« 

to  face  a  deficit   instead  of  spend  a  sarplas. 

Before   proceeding   to   comment   upon    his    proposals    we    give    our 

customary  summary  of  the  chief  features  of  the  Budget  r — 

1.  THE  NATION'S  ACCOUNT  FOR  1898-99.— The  following 
is  the  nation's  account  for  the  past  year  : — 

Total  Revenue        ;ei08,336,000 

Total  Expenditure 108,150.000 


(Realised)  Surplus X186,000 

The  revenue  here  shown  is  that  actually  received  by  the  Exchequer, 
and  is  exclusive  of  £9,531,000  paid  into  the  local  taxation  account. 
The  total  sum,  therefore,  raised  in  taxation  is  £117,857,000.  As  to 
the  expenditure,  that  exceeded  the  estimate  made  at  this  time  last  year 
by  £1,321,000.  (The  supplementary  estimates  amounted  to  con- 
siderably more,  but  from  their  total  had  to  be  deducted  the  saving  on 
the  ordinary  estimates.)  The  realised  surplus  is  very  small,  the  com- 
parative figures  for  recent  years  being  : — 

£ 

1895  760,000 

1896  4,210,000 

1897  2.473,000 

1898  3,678,000 

2.  THE  NATION^'S  ACCOUNT  FOB  1899-1900.— With  regard 
to  the  estimated  revenue  for  the  current  year,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  estimates  an  addibioaal  revenue,  over  and  above  what  was 
actually  received  in  1898-99,  of  £1,951,000.  But  the  estimates  of 
espenditure  have  grown  so  enormously  that,  on  the  basis  of  existing 
taxation  and  existing  arrangements,  the  figures  for  1899-1900  are: — 
ToUl  Estimated  Expenditure  ...  £112,927,000 
Total  Estimated  Revenue 110,287,000 


Estimated  Deficit  ...  2,640,000 

This  deficit  is  to  be  met  as  follows  ; — 

Reduction  of    amount  hitherto  set  aside  for  National 

Debt  redemption        £2,< 

Two  new  Stamp  Dutieg  :  (1)  5s.  per  £100  on  Foreign 
and  Colonial  bonds,  stocks,  and  shares  not  at  present 
littbletoduty;  (2)  2s.  6d.  per  £100  Mortgage  Outy; 
and  two  increeum  in  Stamp  Dutieg:  (1)  Companies 
capital  duty  increased  from  2s.  per  £100  to  5s.  per 
£100;  (2)  Letters  of  allotment  and  renunciation 
now  hearing  a  Id.  >4tamp  to  bear  a  6d.  stamp 


)  by  Google 


May.  18».]  THE   LIBERAL   MAGAZINE.  209 

Increcued  Wine  Duties:  (1)  Wine  under  30  degrees  proof 
spirit  now  p&ying  Is.  a  gallon  to  pay  la.  6d. ;  (2) 
"Wine  between  31  and  42  degrees  proof  spirit  now 
paying  28.  6d.  to  pay  Ss.  ;  (3)  Sparkling  wines  now 
pajring  a  surtax  of  23.  to  pay  2a.  6d,  ;  and  new 
wine  dnty  of  3s.  per  gallon  to  be  imposed  on  still 
wine  imported  in  bottle         420,000 


£2,870,000 


Thix  will  leave  a  balance  of  £230,000  for  emergencies. 

We  give  below  the  actual  and  estimated  revenue  for  1898-99,  with 
the  inci'ease  {or  decrease)  over  the  estimates,  and  the  estimated 
revenue  for  1899-1900  :— 


Customs 21,080,000  20.850,000  —  948,000  21,350,(H)0 

Excise  28.950,000  29,200,000  +  900.000  29,850,000 

Estates,  etc.,  Dnty   10,670,000  11,400,000  +  300,000  ]1. 150,000 

Stamps 7,600,000  7,630,000  —  20,000  7,600,000 

Land  Tax    825,000  770,000  —  170.000  800,000 

HtnweDuty  1,670,000  1,600,000  +  90,000  1,650.000 

Property  and  Income  Tax  ...  17,700,000  18,000,000  +  750,000  18,300,000 

Post  Office  12,600,000  12,710,000  +  540,000  13,200,000 

Telegraph  Service 3,140,000  3,150,000  +  140,000  3,300,000 

Crown  Lands 430,000  430,000  +  15,000  450,000 

'"^^Siare^S^"*'   '^*°*'   }  715,000         713,000     —      23,000         787,000 

Miscellaneous 1,730,000      1,883,000      +     148.000      1,850,000 

Totals  107,110,000  108,336,000      +  1,722,000  110,287.000 

We  also  give  a  comparison  between  the  actual  expenditure  for  last 
year  (1898-9),  and  the  estimated  expenditure  for  next  (1899-1900)  :— 

Eipenrittun.  E)i|wndlluK,                  tnoicue 

1896-99.  1886-1900.                 m  Decnuc. 

£  £                               £ 

Fixed  Debt  Charges 25,000,000  23,000,000  —2,000,000 

UtherCona.  Fund  Charges 2,0*4,000  2,750,000  +     706,000 

Army 20.000,000  20,617,000  -i-     817,000 

N«\7 24,068,000  26,695,000  -i-  2,527,000 

Civil  Senices 22,025,000  22,180,000  -i-      165,000 

Costomsanil  Inland  Bevenoe...        2,816,000  2,813,000  —         3,000 

PmtUffice 8,030.000  8,553,000  +     523,000 

Telegraph  Seri-ice 3,347,000  3,638,000  -i-     291,000 

racket  Service    820,000  781,000  —       39,000 

108,160.000         110,927,000  -i-  2,777,000 

Realised  Surplus _ 186,000  -  — 

Total 108,336,000  —  — 

It  will  be  noticed  that  in  the  preceding  figures  the  real  increase  in 
expenditure  is  £2,777,000  plus  the  £2,000,000  taken  from  the  Sink- 
ing Fund— in  all  £4,777,000. 
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The  Times  describes  the  Budget  as  neither 
Points   About        "  strong  nor  bold  "  ;    as  a  fact  it  is  weak  and 
THE  BuDOBT.         audscious.     It  is  weak  because  it  shirks  the 
real  difficult;  of  finding  the  money  necessary 
to  meet  the  huge  expenditure,  and  it  is  audacious  becauses  it  lays 
hands  upon  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  saves  the  necessary  money  by 
ceasing  to  pay  off  as  much  as  two  millions  a  year  of  the  National 
Debt.     It  is  interesting  to  recall  what  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Bea«b  him- 
self said  on  this  same  subject  in  bis  first  Budget  speech  in  the  present 
Qovemment.     Speaking  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  April  16th, 
1896,  he  said  :— 

"  But  let  US  consider  for  a  moment  what  we  bave  done  with  regard  to  the 
National  Debt  in  the  course  of  the  last  forty  years.  The  National  Debt — 
the  funded  debt — has  not  been  materially  increased  since  the  Crimean  War, 
On  April  1st,  18S7,  the  debt  stood  at  £842,OOU,000.  This  year  it  stands  at 
£652,000,000.  We  have  paid  off  in  thirty-nine  years  £190,000,000  of  debt, 
and  flOO.OOO.CH)  of  that  has  been  paid  off  in  the  last  thirteen  yeara.  Some 
may  think  that  our  efforts  have  been  wasted,  and  that  we  should  have  done 
better  if  we  had  allowed  the  money  to  fructify,  as  it  is  said,  in  the  pocket  of 
the  taipayei.  That  is  not  my  view.  By  this  self-denying  course  the  Parlia- 
ment and  the  people  of  this  country  have  raised  up  a  reserve  fund  of 
inoalculahle  importance,  a  reserve  fund  which,  if  the  time  of  need  should 
come  when  this  country  should  again  have  to  6ght  for  its  life,  would  enable 
US,  without  imposing  a  single  extra  penny  of  taxation,  to  raise  a  couple  of 
hundred  millions  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  and  without  imposing, 
either,  an  atom  more  debt  upon  the  people  of  that  day  than  our  predecessors 
bore  without  a  murmur  in  1867.  That  is  a  thing  which  I  think  this  country 
may  be  proud  of.  It  is  a  source  of  incalculable  strength  to  this  country, 
and,  although  it  may  sometimeH  he  necessary  even  in  timee  of  peace,  as  it 
was  necessary  in  1S85,  when  I  was  last  responsihts  for  the  finances  of  the 
country,  to  postpone  temporarily  the  operation  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  yet  I 
trust  that  Parliament  will  never  permuuently  depart  from  the  wise  and 
prudent  policy  in  this  matter  which  it  has  hitherto  pursued." 
Yet  this  is  precisely  what  he  now  asks  Parliament  to  do  ! 

One  ground  upon  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  justifies 
this  lessening  of  effort  to  get  rid  of  our  National  Debt  is  that  we  do 
so  much  in  the  way  of  expenditure  upon  armaments  that  we  are 
entitled  to  ease  this  part  of  our  "  Wliite  Man's  Burden,"  and  to  that 
extent  to  let  posterity  take  care  of  itself.  This  entirely  overlooks 
several  important  considerations.  It  assumes  that  for  one  thing  we 
shall  not  add  to  the  National  Debt  We  all  hope  that  this  will  be 
the  case,  but,  looking  forward  for  the  next  half-century,  it  is  quite 
impossible  to  say  that  there  may  not  be  some  great  war,  and  if  there 
were  it  is  certain  that  one  result  would  be  an  enormous  addition  to 
our  national  indebtedness.  Another  point  is  that  our  social  conditions 
to-day  are  such  that  there  are  constant  fresh  demands  made  upon  the 
Imperial  Exchequer  for  social  purposes,  and  that  one  great  hope  of  the 
future  lies  in  the  fact  that,  with  a  decrease  of  our  National  Debt, 
there  may  be  more  money  to  spend  upon  these  social  needs.  But, 
even  on  the  assumption  that  every  penny-piece  that  is  spent  on  the 
Army  and  Navy  is  rightly  and  properly  so  spent,  it  ip  still  true  that  this 
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years  deficit,  which  has  caused  the  raid  upon  the  Sinking  Fund,  is 
directly  and  absolutely  the  result  of  the  dole  policy  of  the  present 
Government.  Were  it  not  for  the  doles  the  surplus  this  year  would 
be  over  half-a-raillion  ;  how  this  arises  may  be  explained  very  simply. 
The  annual  cost  of  the  Tory  doles,  givea  by  the  present  Qovern- 
ment,  is  as  follows:  — 

To  Englisli  landowners £1,350,000 

To  Scottish  landowners  450,000 

Tolrish  landlords  and  tenants         750,000 

To   Enalish  Voluntary   School    Managers  for 

their  schools         ' 625,000 


£3,175,000 
The  deQcit  with  which  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach  was  confronted  was 
£2,640,000,  BO  that  but  for  the  doles  in  question  there  would  have 
been  an  actual  surplus  of  £535,000.  When  this  is  urged  against  the 
Government,  Mr.  Balfour  airily  replies  that  in  any  case  it  is  no  use 
crying  over  apilt  milk.  He  challenges  the  Opposition  to  say  whether 
when  they  come  back  to  power  they  will  get  rid  of  these  doles. 
Everyone  knows  that  it  is  not  always  possible  to  retrace  one's  steps ; 
but  that  does  not  prove  chat  the  particular  path  taken  was  the  right 
path.  There  are  two  sufficient  reasons  why  Liberals  are  entitled  to 
protest  against  the  doles,  and  to  point  to  them  as  being  largely 
responsible  for  our  present  financial  position: — 

(1)  To  affix  responsibility  for  the  present  deficit  upon  the 

Government ; 

(2)  To  protest  in  advance  against  any  further  extension  of  a 

hurtful  and  injurious  financial  policy. 

There  is  another  point  which  should  not  be  overlooked,  which  is 
that  but  for  the  Budget  of  1894  this  year's  deticit  would  be  over  seven 
millions.  The  result  of  the  equalisation  and  graduation  of  the  Death 
Duties  is  to  produce  an  additional  annual  income  of  at  least  four  and 
a  half  millions.  This  was  bitterly  and  strenuously  opposed  by  the  Tory 
party,  who  were  not  content  with  opposing  it  at  the  time,  but  promised 
to  alter  it  aa  soon  as  they  got  back  to  power.  Perhaps  we  ought  to  be 
thankful  that,  instead  of  only  taking  two  millions  out  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach  did  not  take  six  or  seven  in  order  to 
repair  the  "blunder"  (as  Tx)rd  Salisbury  called  it)of  the  Budget  of  1894. 

It  in  important  to  remember  that  Mr.  Goschen  stated  on  April 
2Ut,  18S7,  that  he  had  made  a  calculation  that,  if  the  iixed  charge  of 
twenty-six  millions  per  year  for  the  National  Debt  as  then  proposed 
were  steadily  persevered  with,  the  whole  of  the  National  Debt  would 
be  extinguished  by  1943.  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach  admits  that  if 
matters  remain  as  at  present,  with  a  fixed  debt  charge  of  twenty-three 
millions  a  year,  the  whole  of  the  debt  will  not  be  extinguished  for 
sixty  years—that  is,  not  until  1959.  In  other  words,  in  our  effort  to 
pay  off  the  National  Debt  we  are  sixteen  years  further  off  accomplishing 
our  end  than  we  were  twelve  years  ago.     This  is  the  more  remarkable 
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because  the  revenue  in  1887  was  ninety  and  three-quarter  milUonst 
whilst  now  (in  1899)  it  has  leapt  to  one  hundred  and  eight  and  » 
quarter  millions.  As  a  nation  we  are  much  more  prosperous,  bat  we 
are  also  much  less  provident  from  the  point  of  view  of  our  liabilities. 


What  do  the  (non-party)  leading   financia! 

The  Financial        papers    say   about    the   Budget!      Well,    tbe 

Papers    and    the    Statist  (we  quote  from  their  issue  of    April 

BcDOET.  15th)  sajs  summarily  that  it  is  an    "  utterly 

bad  Budget,"  whilst  the  Eeonomitt  describes  it 

as  "  the  moat  weak-kneed  Budget  that  has  been  presented  for  many 

years."    The  detailed  criticisms  are  not  less  sweeping.     The  StalUt 

"  A  quarter  of  a  century  up,  when  the  country  wsa  much  poorer  than 
at  present,  and  when  the  burden  at  the  debt  was  much  heavier,  Parliament 
voted  ttrenty-eight  millions  sterling  as  the  fixed  annual  charge  to  be  applied 
thenceforward  in  reducini;  our  liabilities.  Mr.  Goschen  reduced  the  sum  to 
twenty-five  millions  sterling.  And  now  Sir  M,  H.  Beach  cute  it  down  to 
twenty-three  millions  sterling  ;  so  that,  notwithstanding  the  immense  in- 
crease in  the  national  wealth,  we  are  now  to  derote  live  millions  sterliuK  a 
year  less  than  we  did  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago.  It  is  unworthy  of  a  great 
nation,  especially  when  we  were  at  last  beginning  to  convince  foreign  coun- 
tries that  we  are  in  earnest  in  the  determination  to  uphold  the  honour  and 
the  rights  of  the  Empire.  The  two  milUoiis  that  it  is  now  proposed  tii 
divert  from  the  war  chest  or  the  sinking  fnnd— call  it  which  you  please — 
would,  in  ca>ie  a  great  war  were  impending,  furnish  interest  at  the  full  rate 
of  3  per  cent,  per  annum  for  over  sixty-six  millions  sterling.  Therefore. 
what  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  asking  Parliament  to  do  amounts 
to  this  in  effect — to  divert  oper  sixty-siic  millions  sterling  from  the  fund 
available  for  the  UHtional  defence  in  case  of  emergency  in  order  to  put  land- 
lords, the  clei^y,  and  the  local  authorities  in  good  humour." 
The  Eeonomisl  says : — 

"  No  one  will  maintain  that  under  no  circumBtances  ought  the  Sinking 
Fund  to  he  infringed  upon.  Thatwould  be  financial  pedantty.  It.  however, 
it  were  true  that  in  a  year  of  abounding  trade  prosperity  such  as  this  we  are 
unable  to  do  as  much  in  the  way  of  reducing  debt  as  we  did  fifteen  years 
sso,  that  would  augur  grave  national  retrogression.  But  it  is  not  true  ;  it  is 
the  reverse  of  the  truth.  All  that  is  wrong  is,  that  we  have  a  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  and  a  Giovemment  who,  after  lavishing  money  in  millions 
upon  doles  to  certain  favoured  sections  of  the  community,  find  that  their 
extravagance  in  this  direction  has  left  them  with  a  deficit  which  they  have 
not  the  courage  to  meet,  as  it  should  be  met,  by  additional  taxation,  and 
who,  therefore,  under  specious  pretences,  seek  to  lay  hands  upon  the 
Sinking  Fund,  which  constitutes  the  great  national  reserve  for  times  of 
stress  and  trial.  A  docile  majority  in  Parliament  may  support  them  in  this, 
but  it  is  a  pitiable  spectacle  nevertheless." 

The  Statiit,    too,    comparing    Liberal    and  Tory   finance,    has    thew 
cogent  observations  :— 

"  The  differences  in  financial  oipedienta  are  strikingly  shown  by  the  very 
dissimilar  way  in  which  Sir  William  Hsrcourt  some  years  ago  met  the 
necessity  fur  raising  large  additional  revenue,  and  that  in  which  Sir  Michael 


)  by  Google 


Xkj.ISag.)  TDK   I.IUBft.VL  UAUAZINB.  213 

Hickft-Beach  now  proposea  to  mMt  a  deficit  of  less  than  2  j  millions  BterlinB. 
Sir  William  Harcourt  reformed  ths  death  duties,  and  therebj'  enabled  hia 
colleaguea,  and  afterwards  their  successor*,  to  give  the  country  a  fleet  which 
is  admittedly  su[>erioT  to  all  probable  antagoniatn.  Sir  Michael  Hicks- Beach, 
after  spendiiiK  on  non-national  and  non-imperial  purposes  much  of  the  ample 
provision  made  bj  his  predecessor,  now  reduces  uur  war-cheat  bj  nearly  one- 
third — that  is  to  say,  by  the  very  lai^e  sum  of  two  millions  sterling  per 
annual.  We  bad  hoped  that  a  Cabinet  which  has  been  held  up  to  the  world 
as  above  everything  aetermined  to  maintain  the  prestige,  the  mtereata,  and 
the  credit  of  the  Empire,  would  not  descend  to  such  a  measure.  We  find 
that  we  rated  the  courage  and  the  public  apirit  of  Miniatera  too  high,  and 
that  they  have  not  only  thrown  away  the  resources  which  their  predeceasora 
had  provided  for  them,  by  recklesaly  sranting  aid  to  denominational  schoola, 
to  the  landed  interest,  and  to  the  local  authorities,  butare  now  laying  hands 
on  our  national  insurance  fund." 

Nothing  Deed  be  added  to  emphasise  this  sweeping  coademnstion  from 
non-party  sources. 


liberals  have  welcomed   the   exceedingly 

SlB  WiLLiAH  vigorous  speeches  which  Sir  William  Harconrt 

Harcourt  oh  TRR    has  made  on  the  Budget  since  his  return  to  the 

Bu^BT.  House.     We  have  only  space  for  the  concluding 

portion  of  the  speech,  delivered  on  April  20tb, 

when  the  Budget  resolutions  were  taken  : — 

"There  is  a  fine  moral  sentiment  conveyed  in  the  speech  of  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  at  the  meeting  of  Che  Frimroae  League  yesterday, 

*"It  is  euy  to  make  speechea  about  the  magnitude  of  the  Empire,  thegrestneuof 
tbe  Nbv?.  mnd  othm-  topics  naturally  dwr  to  the  aitional  hmn,  tnd  if  we  are  not 
picpued  when  th«  time  comes  to  jm.y  any  sacrifice  which  thoiie  great  objecCa  iDVolre 
our  |i»trioti»m  is  but  lip  aervioB.  It  is  worthless  for  evny  great  national  object: 
■oooer  or  Uter — inoner  nther  than  later — its  holluwnea  will  become  manifest  to  all 
tbe  world,  utd  we  Bhall  have  to  admit  with  shaine  when  we  talk  of  Empire,  in  perfect 
faith,  no  doubt,  when  we  proclaim  the  blessings  to  the  world  at  large  which  acom- 
mcfcial,  peaoe-loviuK,  and  civilizing  Empire  like  ours  oonfen,  we  are  not  prepamd  to 
cany  the  bardens  which  that  Empu«  may  carry  with  it' 

There  is  a  picture  of  yourselves  pninted  by  yourselves  !  A  Daniel  come  to 
judgment  1  The  'white  man's  burden'  !  Yes,  the  'white  man's  burden' 
means  the  suspension  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  We  aeek  the  glory,  we  claim 
tbe  prido,  but  it  is  those  who  come  after  us  who  are  to  pay  the  expense. 
Sir,  I  venture  to  say  that  we  on  tliis  side  of  the  House  have  earned  a  right 
to  condemn  such  a  policy  as  that.  We  at  least  did  not  in  our  time  succumb  to 
the  temptations  to  which  you  have  so  weakly  yielded.  No  doubt  we  had  our 
faults.  Yes,  but  we  were  incajpable  of  your  6nAncial  poltroonen'.  Ws  were 
in  a  very  different  position  from  you.  We  had  a  weak  and  precarious 
majority.  We  were  aaaailed  by  a  powerful  and,  I  will  add,  violent  Opposi- 
tion- We  had  a  great  deficit,  and  we  were  face  to  face  with  a  falling  revenue. 
You  to-day  calcuhite  upona  rising  revenue  of  £2,000,000  this  year.  Wefelt 
it  OUT  duty  to  present  great  Eatimates,  which  resulted  in  a  lai^e  deficit — a 
deficit  aa  great  aa  that  which  you  had  to  encounter,  and  we  had  the  honesty 
and  the  courage  to  meet  it.  What  was  your  temptation  to  suspend  the  Sinking 
Fund  compared  with  that  which  was  offered  t«  us  with  all  our  political  and 
all  our  financial  ditficulties  in  those  days  1  No,  sir ;  we  believed  that  the 
cooDtry,  when  we  demanded  this  expenditure,  would  support  us  by  meeting 
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it  And  makii^  the  necessary  sacrifices.  We  did  not  resort  to  these  fallaciou!* 
pretexts  tor  thu  purpose  ot  esoapmg  liabilities  which  we  oilled  on  th« 
country  to  meet.  We  presented  a  schams  tu  meet  the  national  liabilitiea 
which  received  the  assent  of  the  House  of  Commons  and  the  appiOTftI 
of  the  country.  It  ws8  a  financial  scheme  which  by  majorities  of 
thirteen  we  passed  through  the  House  of  Commons  and   which   you,  with 

KUT  majority  ot  160,  have  not  dared  to  alter.  It  is  true  that  yon 
ve  lived  for  four  years  on  the  proceeds  of  that  financial  scheme,  and, 
now  you  have  come  to  trust  to  your  own  resources,  what  are 
they  T  The  cutting  ofi'  the  provisionB  for  the  payment  of  the  debt  of  the 
country.  You  have  rerelled  in  those  surpluses.  Tou  have  a  deScit,  and 
you  meet  it  by  running  away.  Wo  trusted  the  public  to  make  provision  for 
our  expenditure.  Yuu  do  not  dare  to  trust  the  public,  for  you  have  shirked 
calling  upon  them  to  meet  your  liabilities.     That  is  very  different  from 


what  It  was  in  the  days  of  your  Tory  predecessors.  Tt  was  on  PrimroM 
Day  that  this  pusillanimous  policy  was  diaplayed  and  defended  by  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury.  I  remember  the  day  when  Tory  finance  was  of  a 
different  character.  In  the  year  1830,  when  Mr.  Gladstone  succeeded  Mr. 
Disraeli,  in  times  when  the  jp'oat  French  scare  t«ok  place — now  we  alwaya 
have  scares  ;  in  those  days  they  came  at  intervals  ;  now  they  are  chronic — 
Mr.  Gladstone  had  to  meet  an  increase  for  the  Army  and  Navy  of  five 
millions  ;  and  how  did  he  do  it !  The  income-tax  was  M.  He  proposed  to 
raise  it  to  t>d.  in  that  year  and  collected  the  extra  4d.  in  the  six  months. 
And  in  the  year  1660  it  was  said  that  he  took  the  produce  of  the  long 
annuities  in  the  time.  Why  did  he  take  them  1  They  were  part  of  the 
great  reconstruction  of  the  whole  of  our  commercial  system  in  the  treaty  of 
commerce  with  France,  which  is  the  root  and  foundation  of  our  preaetit 
pro«perity— that  system  which  has  been  consecrated  by  the  experience  of 
forty  years.  That  was  the  provision  that  was  made.  And  then  Hr. 
Disradi  came  forward  and  supported  those  proposals,  and  be  used  ui 
antument  which  is  well  deserving  of  your  attention  and  consideration.  He 
a^  in  supporting  his  great  opponent  in  those  financial  proposals  :— 

" '  I  would  fine  however,  observe  that,  totally  irraBpeotive  of  the  bad  financial 
policy  of  raining  unneceuiarily  in  times  oF  peace  moaey  by  loan,  I  can  iuiatcine  nothing 
more  impolitic,  u  n-)[ard«  the  opiaion  ot  Europe  of  our  position,  than  at  the  present 
oiomant  of  prewure,  when  the  amouat  of  four  or  five  roiUiona  ia  required  to  place  the 
armamenUi  of  the  country  in  a  proper  state,  to  inake  it  appear  that  this  powerful 
country  is  unable  to  defray  looh  an  eKpendJtore  without  resorting  to  extraordinary 


And  now,  when  the  country  is  twice  as  rich  oa  it  was  then,  and  when  its 
resources  are  infinitely  greater,  and  you  are  called  upon  to  meet  an  addi- 
tional expenditure  of  four  or  five  millions,  you  resort  to  tbese  extreme 
measures.  You  are  the  ujiworthy  successors  of  the  man  you  met  to  celebrate 
yesterday.  There  was  a  soundness  about  the  hnaOce-^f  those  times  which 
seems  entirely  wanting  now.  As  to  this  Budget,  of  course  it  appeals  to 
what  I  will  oall  the  lower  and  more  selfish  instincts  of  mankind.  Nothing 
could  be  more  agreeable  to  the  taxpayer  than  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  should  come  to  him  and  preach  the  doctrine,  '  Spend  what  you 
like  ;  we  will  not  call  upon  you  to  pay  for  it.'  That  is  certamly  very  likely 
to  be  an  agreeable  utterance.  But,  if  you  think  that  financial  principles  ^ 
this  kind  will  commend  themselves  to  the  deliberate  judgment  of  the 
English  people,  you  greatly  mistake  the  temper  of  this  nation.  They 
respect  men  who  call  upon  them  to  make  the  sacrifices  which  are  necessary 
for  the  national  advantage  ;  but  they  expect  that  those  men  should  treat 
them  with  confidence  and  should  tell  them  what  is  the  price  that  they  ought 
to  pay  for  it.  You  may  carry  this  Budget,  as  you  will,  by  the  majority  you 
possess.     You  know  already  that  even  in  this  House  among  your  own 
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supportera  there  are  many  who  doubt  its  wiiidom  And  its  policy.  There  are 
nuuij  outetde,  too — mea  who  know  on  what  principles  the  safety  of  h  com- 
mercial nation  and  the  glory  of  a  great  people  depend— who  wiU  not 
Approve  of  this  wretched  shift  to  whidi  you  have  resorted.  And,  though 
we  may  not  be  able  to  save  the  Sinking  Fund,  at  least  wa  may  enter  our 
protest  on  behalf  of  the  party  to  which  we  belunK  i^insl  what  I  can  only 
call  an  ignominious  Budget." 


So  far  from    this    being    the    "strongest 

The   Educatioh       Ministry  of  modern  times  "  it  is  probably  the 

Code.  moat  cowardly  and  contemptible.     These  are 

strong  odjectiven,  but  not  too  strong  in  view  of 

the  way  in  which  Ministers  incontinently  back  down  whenever  their 

propoBals  happen  to  conflict  with  powerful  interests.     The  Education 

Code  this  year  contained  two  articles  dealing  with  pupil  teachers. 

Article  37  provided  : — 

"  After  January  Ist,  1900,  no  pupil  teacher  will  be  raci^niBed  in  a  school 
in  which  there  are  not  at  least  two  adult  teachera  employed,  except  with  the 
qwcial  consent  of  the  inspector." 

By  article  42,  two,  instead  of  three,  pupil  teflohets  were  allowed  to 
each  principal  teacher.  The  eSect  of  these  alterations  by  decreasing 
the  opportunities  for  cheap  child  labour  would  have  been  materially  to 
inoreaae  educational  efficiency.  But  the  efiect  would  also  have  been  to 
increase  the  cost  of  conducting  some  of  the  Voluntary  schools  now 
run  "  on  the  cheap."  Accordingly  on  April  17th  Mr.  Jeffreys  moved 
an  address  to  her  Majesty  to  strike  out  these  objectionable  articles — 
and  the  Uovemment  a,t  once  consented  to  do  it.  It  was  Sir  John 
Qorat  to  whom  it  fell  to  announce  the  Uovernment's  decision  :  — 

"  The  amendments  to  the  Code  to  which  the  hon.  member  objected  were 
designed  for  the  improvement  of  the  staff  of  the  rural  Bchoola,  and  bo  to 
promote  the  efficiency  of  those  schools.  The  Education  Department 
believed  that  this  was  acting  in  the  interests  of  the  Voluntary  schools, 
because  it  was  the  efficiency  of  these  aohoola  alone  which  could  ensure  their 
permanence.  These  amendments  were  recommended  by  a  committee  of 
experts  which  sat  two  years  ago  on  the  whole  subject  of  the  provision  of 
teachers  for  eohoolH.  They  were  also  recommended  by  the  inspectors  and 
the  profeesional  adviaers  of  the  Educational  Department.  They  were  only 
niMll  steps  in  the  direction  in  which,  he  had  no  doubt,  the  Education, 
Department  would  very  shortly  have  to  move.  He  should  like  to  explain 
to  the  House  what  the  exact  position  was.  AocordiDK  to  the  Code,  a  pupit 
teacher  was  appointed  on  condition  of  teaching  during  school  hours  under 
the  superintendence  of  the  principal  teacher  and  receiving  suitable  in^ 
struction  out  of  school  hours.  How  could  that  condition  be  fulBlled  in  « 
■ehool  of  eighty  where  there  was  only  one  adult  teacher  and  one  pupil 
teacher  ?  How  would  it  he  possible  for  that  pupil  teacher  ever  to  give 
inatruetiun  nnder  the  superintendence  of  the  adult  teacher  ?  And  how  would 
it  be  possible  for  the  adult  teacher  to  find  time  to  give  suitable  instruction 
out  of  school  hours  t  The  proposal  of  the  Government  had  been  very  ill 
received  by  those  for  whose  benefit  it  was  designed,  and  ha  was  authorised 
to  say  chat  her  Majesty's  Oovemment  had  no  intention  of  forcing  a  benefit, 
of  this  kind  upon  a  raluctant  House  of  Commons.    The  hon.  nxemhec  foe- 
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Bompahire  said  that  the  matter  had  been  sprung  upon  him  and  his  friends ; 
tbftt  they  hod  had  no  opportunity  of  discussiDB  and  no  time  for  considerin); 
these  proposals.  Therefore  it  seemed  to  the  Government  a  more  reasonable 
thing  Dot  to  persevere  in  this  amendment  to  the  Code  in  the  present  year, 
and  to  return  to  it  at  some  future  period." 

As  Mr.  Ernest  Gray,  the  Tory  member  for  West  Ham,  said  : — 

"The  House  was  accustomed  to  the  eight  of  the  Vice-President  (Sir 
John  Gorst)  being  thrown  over  by  the  Government,  but  in  the  present 
instance  the  Lord  President  {the  Ihike  of  Deimuhire)  had  also  been  cast  on 
one  side.  No  wonder  his  lordship  spoke  of  possible  retirement ! " 
As  Kr.  Hutton  (the  Liberal  member  for  Morley)  sjid  Sir  Henry 
Campbell-Bannennan  said,  this  left  the  Government  in  a  "pitiable" 
position.  In  the  subsequent  division— in  which  the  Opposition  Whip 
told  against  the  motion — the  following  Unionists  went  into  the 
Liberal  lobby : — 

Ernest  Gray  Colonel  Mellor  Richard  Pilkington 

Sir  W.  Cameron  Gull       C.  L.  Orr-Ewing  C.  M.  Royds 

J.  Kenyon  H.  Pike  Pease 

This  was  as  much  to  their  individusj  credit  as  the  whole  operation 
was  to  the  discredit  of  the  Government.  The  Weitminster  GaaeU«  thus 
summarised  the  various  stages  in  the  matter  : — 

1.  Education  Code  published,  with  sanction  of  Goverament, 
"levelling  up"  the  conditions  with  regard  to  the  proportion  of  pupil 
teachers  to  adult. 

2.  Motions  put  down,  in  the  interest  of  the  Voluntary  schools,  to 
eliminate  those  provisions 

{a)  in  the  Lords  by  the  Archbishop  of  Canteibury. 
(6)  in  the  Commons  by  Mr.  Jeffreys. 

3.  In  the  afternoon  the  Archbishop  has  a  "little  conversation"  in 
"the  ordinary  course"  with  Mr.  Balfour,  who  sees  his  Oraee  to  hia 
carriage  "  with  much  grace  and  aptitude." 

4.  Later  in  the  day  the  Government  capitulate  to  the  Archbishop 
after  (as  is  usual)  Sir  John  Gorst  had  pointed  out  that  on  the  merit* 
the  Government  proposals  are  absolutely  and  entirely  justifiable. 


Why  was   there   such  a   remarkable  Tory 

A  Valuable  majority  at  the  last  General  Election  f     That 

Admission.  is  a  much  discussed  question,  but  not  a  little 

light  has  been  thrown   upon   the  subject  by 

Mr.  Clare  Sewell  Read,  a  Tory  ex-M.P,,  who,  ia  writing  to  the  papers 

recently,  said : — 

"  It  was  said  that  the  last  General  Election   was  won  by  *  Beer  and  the 
Bible.'    In  my  humble  opinion  there  was  a  great  deal  of  beer  and  precious 
little  Bible." 
It  is  not  for  us  to  deny  what  bo  prominent  a  Tory  alleges. 
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This  is  a  remarkftble  Govemment,  but  we 
Sir  Johk    Gorst's     doubt  if  anything  is  much  more  remarkable 
Position.  thnn  the  way  in  which  it  does  its  educational 

business.  Sir  John  Gorst  constantly  makes 
strong  speeches  in  favour  of  educational  reform,  but  he  does  nothing 
in  his  Department  to  insist  that  they  shall  be  carried  into  law.  In 
fact  the  whole  theory  of  Ministerial  collective  respooaibility  is  flung 
overboard,  Sofarfromall  the  members  of  the  Ministry  being  responsible 
for  its  decisions,  Sir  John  Oors}  conducts  himself  as  if  he  were  a  private 
member — as,  for  instance,  over  Mr.  Jeffreys'  attack  on  the  Education 
Code,  when  he  walked  out  of  the  House,  although  the  Government,  as 
a  whole,  voted  foi*  abandoning  the  attacked  provision.i  of  the  Code. 
Sir  John  Gorst  now  says  that  he  always  agrees  with  the  Duke  of 
Devonshire  and  that  he  is  not  "  responsible "  if  the  Duke  does  not 
^t  the  Cabinet's  assent  to  what  the  Education  Department  wants. 
Sir  John  Qorst  said  on  May  2nd  :  — 

"I  wish  the  House  of  Commons  to  understand  that  I  discharge  the  duties 
which  are  made  in  the  Order  in  Council— the  duties  which  I  understand  to 
be  the  duties  of  my  office ;  that  1  am  not  responsible  for  the  pclicj.  I  am 
not  reaponsible  for  what  is  done  in  this  Home,  except  in  the  Hense  in  which 
a  person  that  has  received  directions  is  bound  to  carry  those  directions  out, 
and  to  defend  that  policy  in  the  House  when  it  is  assailed.  And  as  long  as 
I  retain,  as  I  believe  I  do  retain,  the  confidence  of  my  chief,  the  Duke  of 
Devonshire,  and  his  colleagues,  I  du  not  care  what  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
or  those  who  support  him  may  say  of  me." 

This  would  put  the  Vice-President  of  the  Council — the  Education 
Minister  in  the  House  of  Commons— in  the  position  of  a  permanent 
official,  doing  what  he  is  told,  but  not  "  responsible"  for  the  policy  he 
carries  out.  We  need  not  say  that  this  is  nonsense,  it  is  (as  has  been 
well  said)  a  mere  theory  invented  to  enable  Sir  John  Gorst  to  "  pose 
as  a  man  of  superior  enlightenment  to  his  colleagues  while  he  consents 
to  do  their  unhappy  bidding.'  As  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman  said 
on  April  28th,  in  the  debate  on  the  Education  estimates  : — 

"  Hia  views  on  education  are  well  known  ;  we  approve  of  those  views. 
But  he  has  the  strangest  idea  of  his  position  ;  he  gives  uo  effect  to  his  views, 
and  yet  he  is  content  to  still  go  on  occupying  his  position.  Frankly  I  must 
aay  the  right  hon.  gentleman  shows  a  strange  Mck  of  regard  for  his  own 
personal  dignity  in  so  doing.  It  is,  in  my  opinion,  unworthy  of  him  to 
continue  in  an  office  foe  which  he  shows  his  contempt  whenever  be  speaks  of 
it.  We  all  know  that  when  he  speaks  of  the  Department  and  of  the 
President  of  the  Council  there  is  a  hardly  d'sguised  ridicule  conveyed  to  the 
House.  Now  the  right  hon.  gentleman  thought  he  cleared  himself  by 
reading  the  words  of  the  Order  in  Council  which  defines  his  duties — that  he 
is  to  assist  the  Lord  President,  and  to  act  for  him  in  bis  absence.  He  says 
that  he  has,  to  the  best  of  his  abilities,  discharged  those  duties.  The  r^;ht 
hon.  gentleman  knows  perfectly  well  that  he  hss  duties,  not  defined  in  the 
Order  in  Council,  relative  to  his  Department,  to  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
to  the  taxpayers  of  the  country.  The  right  hon,  gentleman  knows  i^uite 
well  that  an  Under-Secretary  of  State  hss  in  most  cases  very  few  positive 
defined  duties  assigned  to  him,  and  that  when  the  Under-Secretary 
represents  his  department  in  this  House  he  is  expected  to  speak  straightly 
and  frankly  the  views  of  that  department,  and  stand  by  those  views  as  if 
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they  were  his  own.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  will  foi^ve  nie  for  sayii^ 
that  the  difficulty  that  he  tiiids  hiniaelf  in  in  his  department  ma;  be  due  quite 
as  much  tu  himself  aa  to  anj  part  of  the  orj^nnisation  of  hia  departmeDt 
.  .  .  It  is  almost  an  afTrunt  to  the  House  of  ComnionB  and  nn  injury  to 
the  country  that  the  great  intereatB  of  education  should  b«  so  treated  mi  to 
be  iDsde  a  Geld  for  this  somewhat  undignified  sport.  Serious  questions  are 
rajaed  without  being  adequately  dealt  with,  and!,  while  we  wish  noihing  but 
prosperity  and  advancement  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman  in  his  caieer,  it 
would  seem  surely  to  be  time  that  some  better  arrangement  for  the  exercise 
of  his  abilities  were  made  than  one  which  involves  administrative  discredit 
and  a  failure  in  the  respect  due,  not  only  to  this  Assembly,  but  to  the  ifreat 
and  sacred  cause  on  which  the  future  of  education  and  the  future  and  veil- 
being  of  this  country  so  largely  depend." 

The  Government  declines  to  do  anything  in  the  matter — another 
proof  (if,  indeed,  any  were  needed)  of  their  extraordinary  weakness. 


Sir  John  Gorst,  in  his  annual  statement  on 
Child  Labotjr.  Education  on  April  28th,  referred  to  the 
immense  number  of  cases  in  wbicli  children 
who  were  supposed  to  be  full-time  scholars  are  employed  to  such  an 
extent  in  labour  that  they  are  unfit  to  receive  any  intellectual 
instruction  at  all.  Sir  John  Gorst  gave  the  following  inter'esting 
statistics  from  a  return  that  is  shortly  to  be  published  of  the  occupa- 
tions, etc.,  of  childien  now  on  the  books  of  schoob  as  futl-time 
scholars ; — 

"The  ages  of  the  children  dealt  with  in  the  return  are  as  follows  : —Six 
years  of  age  and  under,  131 ;  between  six  and  seven,  1,120  ;  between  seveu 
and  eight,  4,211 ;  between  eight  and  nine,  11,027  ;  and  between  nine  and 
ten,  22,131.  So  the  Committee  will  see  that  the  very  large  bulk  of  these 
children  are  of  extremely  tender  age.  No  doubt  the  Committee  would  b« 
glad  to  know  what  kind  of  labour  is  performed  by  children  under  six  and 
what  wages  they  receive.  I  have  taken  a  few  eianiples.  I  find  a  little  bey 
of  sis  is  engaged  peeling  onions  20  hours  a  week  for  a  weekly  wage  of  8d. 
Another  delivers  milk  28  hours  a  week  for  the  weekly  wage  of  2s.  Another 
little  boy  of  the  same  age  is  engaged  in  turning  hose  for  20  hours  a  week, 
and  he  is  paid  by  6d.  being  credited  weekly  to  his  savings  bank  account* 
There  is  a  little  boy  engaged  in  pea  picking  at  Is.  3d.  a  week,  and  th« 
champion  boy,  who  is  under  oil  years  of  age,  works  in  a  brickfield  at  brick 
making  and  earns  a  wage  of  3a.  6d.  a  week.  A  little  girl  under  six  carries 
milk  for  35  hours  a  week  for  her  pai-euts  and  nhe  receives  no  wages. 
Another  little  girl  is  engaged  in  seaming  hose  for  15  hours  at  a  weekly  wage 
of  Id.  Another  is  a  nurse  girl-  a  nurse  girl  under  six— who  works  29  hours* 
week  for  2d.  Hnd  her  food,  and  another  girl  under  HJx  is  an  errand  girl  and  runs. 
about  the  streets  15  hours  a  week  for  a  wage  of  (id.  The  educational  attain- 
ments of  these  children  are,  of  course,  very  low.  There  are  329  of  them  in 
no  standard  at  all,  there  are  3,890  in  the  First  Standard,  ll,t»6  in  the 
Second,  24,6i;4  in  the  Third,  and  3e,907  in  the  Tourth.  Well,  ihen,  as  to. 
the  nature  of  the  occupation  which  they  follow.  The  first  occupations  which 
1  am  going  to  mention  are  mainly  those  of  boys,  but  in  all  hoy  occupationa 
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there  &re  found  a  few  sirle,  and  in  the  same  wnj  in  the  latter  ocoupationa 
which  are  those  of  girls  there  ire  found  n  few  boya.  Of  boys,  there  are 
eeUingnewHpapors  15.182,  hawking  other  nrticlea  about  the  streets  2,435, 
other  occupations,  such  as  knocking  people  up  early  in  the  morning  and 
taking  out  dinners,  8,627,  shop  boys  76,173,  boys  engaged  in  agijculture 
6,116,  and  odd  jobs  10,636.  Then  come  the  girls;  minding  babies  11,685, 
houFework  and  laundrywork  9,264,  needlework  and  light  work,  such  as 
making  card  boxes  and  things  of  that  kind,  4,019.  Now  1  coma  to  the  hours- 
of  employment.  I'nder  ten  hours  a  week  39,356,  from  ten  to  20  hours 
60,268,  from  21  to  30  hour*  27,008.  from  31  to  40  hours  9.778,  from  41 
to  50  hours  2,390.  over  60  hours  a  week  793,  of  whom  75  are  actually 
employed  over  70  hours  a  week.  Perhaps  the  Committee  is  curious  to- 
know  what  these  boys  and  girls  who  are  employed  70  hours  a  week 
work  at  and  what  w^oa  they  get.  A  boy  of  ten,  in  Standard  IV.,  is 
returned  as  a  farm  labourer  working  72  hours  a  week  for  a  w^e  of  3b. 
A  boy  of  12,  in  Standard  IV.,  is  also  returned  as  a  farm  labourer  working. 
87  hours  a  week  tor  a  wage  of  29.  6d.  A  newspaper  hoy  of  the  age  of  12, 
in  the  Sixth  Standard,  works  100  hours  a  week,  that  is  including  Sundays, 
and  receives  3s.  6d,  and  his  meals.  A  boy  of  12  in  Standard  III.  works  in  a, 
marine  store  dealer's  shop,  is  employed  74  hours  a  week,  aud  receives- 
Is.  6d.  and  his  meals.  A  boy  of  ten  in  Standard  IV.  is  a  donkey  driver  for 
SO  hours  a  week  at  a  wage  of  6b.  In  London  there  is  a  boy  of  12  in  the 
Fifth  Standard  employed  in  a  chemist's  shop  fur  78  hours  a  week  at  a  wage 
of  5s.,  and  there  is  an  errand  boy  of  12  years  engaged  at  a  dairy.  He  is  m 
Standard  VII.,  and  therefore,  presumably,  a  very  promising  lad.  He  works 
72  hours  a  week  for  a  wage  of  4s.  1  think  it  would  be  economical  for  the 
country  to  deliver  that  hoyfrom  those  condition*; 'as  it  is  evident  something 
might  be  made  of  him.  There  is  a  girl  13  years  of  age  in  a  shop. 
She  is  in  Standard  V.,  and  works  72  hours  a  week  for  a  wage  of  2s.  There 
•re  aeveral  girla  of  various  ages  and  in  various  stAndards  who  carry  bark  for 
wood-cutters.  They  work  ?0J  hours  a  week  for  a  wage  of  tis.  Now  of 
these  overworked  children  there  are  aeveral  concrete  instances  given  in  the 
return,  and  I  have  picked  out  one  or  two  as  illustrationa.  Here  is  one  : — 
'This  boy  rises  between  Sand  4  every  morning,  starts  out  at  4.30  a.m.  U> 
wake  up  25  working  men,  each  paying  him  3d.  per  week  ;  returns  from  his 
rounds  about  6.30,  but  does  not  go  to  bed  again,  as  at  6  o'clock  he  haa  to  go 


ind  as  newspaper  boy  till  9  o'clock,  when  he  oomea  to  school.     He  is  a 
,  regular  boy,  but  is  often  half  asleep,   especially  in  the  afternoons  of 
hot  days.'     Another  boy  'acts  as  latherer  to  a  barber  for  32  hours  for  a 


wage  of  28.  He  ia  at  work  on  the  whole  of  Saturday  till  11  p.m.,  and  for 
three  hours  on  Sunday.'  Another  boy  ia  'a  greengrocer's  im^,  i^ed  12, 
Standard  II.,  starts  tor  London  at  2.30  a.ui.,  returns  about  9.30,  and  then 
attends  school.'  Again,  there  are  '  two  girls  aged  12  in  Standatd  IV.  who 
are  employed  daily,  one  for  3d.  per  week  in  housowork  and  errands  from 
7.45  to  10,  12.30  to  1.30,  and  4.30  to  8,  and  the  other  at  »d.  per  week  and 
her  food  in  carrying  out  parcels  tor  a  miltiner  from  7.30  to  9.30,  12.30  to 
2,  and  4.30  to  8.'  Lastly,  I  have  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to 
the  wa^ea  which  these  children  get.  Receiving  under  6d.  a  week  there  are 
17,084  ;  from  Od.  to  Is.  a  week,  47,273  ;  from  Is.  to  2s.  a  week,  40,293  ; 
from  2b.  to  3a.  H  week,  19,767  ;  and  above  3s.  a  week,  f.l23.  There  are 
besides  a  number  who  work  for  their  parents  and  receive  no  wages,  or  whoae 
wages  are  not  stnt^d.  This  works  out  at  an  average  of  about  Is.  per  child 
per  week  ;  hut  it  must  be  mentioned,  to  be  correct,  that  besides  the  mont^'y 
wages  there  are  meals,  and,  in  some  cases,  articles  of  clothing  and  other 
advonti^es  in  addition  or  in  substitution  for  wages.  That  is  the  result  of 
the  inquiries  which  we  have  made,  and  I  hope  the  Committee  will  forgive 
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me  adding  it  to  the  ststement  I  made  last  year,  wh«iii  I  wu  onlf  able  to 
speak  on  thia  matt«r  from  conjecture." 

These  are  remarkable  Ggurea  ;  they  show  what  a  long  way  off  we  are 
from  getting  the  full  benefit  of  the  amount  spent  each  year  on 
national  education. 


When    the    Voluntary    Schools    Ace  was 
Thb  Fall  in  being  passed  through  ^lie  House  of  Commons, 

VoLUNTART  the  Liberal  party  tried  to  get  the  Government 

Subscriptions.  to  accept  amendments,  the  result  of  which 
would  have  been  to  secure  that  the  special  aid 
grant  went  to  secure  increased  educational  efficiency,  and  not  into  the 
pockets  of  the  voluntary  subscribers.  The  Government  refused  to  <lo 
this,  with  the  result  {as  predicted)  that  since  the  Act  passed  the  sub- 
scriptions have  fallen  nearly  £80,000.  Sir  John  Oorst,  on  April  24th, 
told  the  House  of  Commons  that  the  diminution  in  the  year  ended 
August  31st,  1898,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  was ; — 

£ 

Church  of  England         46,961 

Roman  Catholic 21,174 

Wesleyan 2,607 

British,  etc  7,185 

77,927 

An  eighth  of  the  total  grant  in  aid  thus  goes  to  relieve  the  voluntary 
subscribers  of  their  "intolerable  strain." 


The  London  Government   Bill  got  to  its 
The  London  committee  stage  on  April  24th.     There  were 

Government  Bill —    various  instructions  on  the  notice  paper,   but 
Committee.  one  and  all  were  declared  to  be  out  of  order. 

We  give  below  an  account  of  all  the  amend- 
ments carried  or  divided  upon  iu  April : — 

1.  Mb.  Haldahe  (L)  (Haddingtonshire)  (April  24(/i}  moved  to 
include  the  City  of  London  within  the  scope  of  Clause  1  and  conse- 
quently of  the  Bill.  Lost  by  208  to  103  (majority  105).  Three  Com- 
missions have  reported  unanimously  that  the  constitution  of  tlie  City, 
left  untouched  as  it  was  by  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act  of  1882, 
was  unsatisfactory  and  needs  reform.  Then,  as  Mr.  Haldane  pointed 
out: — 

"Itwasaatill  more  serious  condition  of  things  when  they  came  to  oon- 
dider  the  power  that  the  City  wields  at  the  presiint  time.  It  exercised 
powers  dealing  with  the  metropolis  as  a  whole.  It  controlled  the  markets 
at  Islington  and  Smithfield,  making  a  profit  thereon.      It  controlled  open 
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mpacea  bevond  a  MrtaiD  limit.  It  conlrotled  its  own  police,  »  power  which 
bad  been  denied  to  the  rest  of  the  metropolis.  It  controlled  the  bridges ; 
the  City  was  the  port  unitary  authority  ■,  and,  finally,  it  occupied  an  impor- 
tant position  in  regard  to  the  Uentral  Criminal  Court,  no  ttmall  matter.  All 
these  things  were,  he  contended,  an  irresistible  argument  for  giving  a  better 
constitution  to  the  City  rather  than  leaving  it  with  a  worse  constitution 
than  that  which  it  was  proposed  to  give  to  the  bodies  to  be  set  up. " 
It  should  be  noted  that  Mr.  Balfour  expressly  said  that  the  Bill,  by 
leaving  the  City  untouched,  did  so  "  without  prejudice  "  to  the  ques- 
tioQ  of  its  reform  :  — 

"  The  Government  did  not  dogmatically  assert  that  the  City  of  London 
was  incapable  of  reform  ;  they  did  not  assert  that  Che  matters  referred  to 
did  not  deserve  the  consideration  of  the  House.  They  laid  down  no  pro- 
position whatever.  They  had  expressed  their  own  view,  but  they  did  not 
ask  the  Committee  aa  a  whole  to  accept  it.  All  they  aalied  the  Committee 
to  do  was  to  uIIdw  them  to  proceed  with  the  reform  of  this  metropolitan 
area,  which  was  surely  enou^  in  itself  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  of 
Commons  for  one  Session.  The  hon.  gentleman  must  not  think  that  it  was 
in  any  sense  of  discourtesy  to  him  that  he  refused  to  go  into  the  details  of 
City  administration — such  as  the  question  of  asseBsment — raised  by  the  hon. 
gentleman.  If  the  House  desired,  in  addition  to  reforming  the  enormous 
metropolitan  area,  to  reform  also  the  City  of  London^which  was  an  entirely 
different  and  a  more  complicated  problem  — let  it  be  done  in  a  separate  Bill  ; 
but  he  thought  the  Committee  might  he  allowed  to  come  to  a  decision, 
without  any  longer  delay,  on  the  simple  issue  before  it. " 
This  will  be  useful  when,  under  some  Liberal  OovernmeDt,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  reform  the  City. 

2.  Mr.  Stuart  (L)  (Shoreditch)  {April  25fA)  moved  an  amend- 
ment that  London  should  be  divided  into  "districts"  instead  of 
"metropolitan  boroughs."  Lost  by  2l2  to  130  (majority  112).  This 
was  an  attempt  to  call  things  by  their  right  names.  The  new  areas 
are  parts  of  a  great  city,  but  separately  they  do  not  constitute  boroughs 
in  the  ordinary  acceptation  of  that  term.     Mr.  Birrell  said  : — 

"  He  could  not  understand  the  new  fangled  passion  which  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  had  developed  for  calling  new  thi[igs  by  old  names.  It  was 
imposeible  for  the  right  hon.  gentleman  or  any  statesman  to  evolve  out  of 
the  chaos  of  all  these  localities  that  feeling  of  pride  fur  the  place  of  hirth 
which  existed  in  the  provincial  boroughs.  That  feeliu<;  was  for  London 
itself  as  a  whole,  and  they  could  not  create  that  feeling  in  the  case,  say,  of 
Wandsworth.  It  was  a  mistake  to  imagine  that  a  man  ceased  to  be  vulgar 
because  he  changed  bis  name.  They  were  told  that  the  vestries  were  vulgar. 
It  was  not  the  vestries  that  were  vulgar,  but  the  people  who  sat  in  them. 
These  were  the  people  who  would  be  found  in  the  new  borouirhs,  and  call 
them  by  what  name  the  Croveminent  liked,  they  would  make  no  difference 
in  their  characters  or  personalities." 

3.  Sir  Charles  -Dilkb  (L)  (Forest  of  Dean)  (April  25th)  moved 
t«  add  to  the  provision  for  the  division  of  London  into  administrative 
boroughs  the  words  "in  the  manner  set  forth."  Lost  by  180  to  114 
(majority  66).  This  was  in  an  attempt  to  lay  down  the  principles 
upon  which  London  was  to  be  divided,  instead  of  leaving  everything 
(outside  the  scheduled  area)  to  the  Privy  Council. 

4.  Mr.  Balfour,  as  the  result  of  an  amendment  moved  by  Mr. 
FlOKBRsaiLL  (L)  (Bethnal  Green,  S.W.)   {April   2ot!i),    moved    that 
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the  words  be  added  :  "  Ereiy  other  borough  ahali  be  formed  with  due- 
regard  to  efficiency  of  Administration  and  local  history  and  associa- 
tion."    Accepted  without  a  division. 

5.  Mk,  Stuart  (L)  (ShorBditch)  {April  25(A)  moved  that  the  popula- 
tion of  the  now  boroughs  should  not  exceed  300,000.  Iiost  by  181  to- 
101  (majority  83). 

6.  Mr.  Bousfield  (C)  (Hackney,  N.)  {April  25(A)  moved  that  the 
inferior  limit  of  population  of  tho  new  borough  should  be  50,000,  not 
100,000.     Lost  by  188  to  95  (majority  93). 

7.  Mr.  Pickebboill  (L)  (Bethnal  Green,  S.W.)  {April  25(A)  moved 
to  leave  out  "or  if  the  population  is  less  than  100,000  a  rateable- 
value  exceeding  £500,000."     Lost  by  200  bo  83  (majority  117). 

8.  Mr.  PicKKBsaiLL  (L)  (Bethnal  Green,  S.W.)  (April  27th)  moved 
the  omission  of  "  aldermen "  from  the  constitution  of  the  borough 
councils.     Lost  by  246  to  140  (majority  105). 

9.  Mr.  BoDLNoiB  (C)  (Marylebone,  E)  (April  27(A)  moved  that 
no  woman  should  bo  eligible  for  the  office  of  either  mayor,  alderman, 
or  councillor.  Lost  by  127  to  100  (majority  27).  It  was  upon  this- 
amendment  that  Mr.  Balfour  made  the  following  extraordinary^ 
announcement  as  to  the  attitude  of  the  Government : — 

"I  rise  on  belmlf  of  the  Government,  not  to  give  any  guidance  to  the- 
Committee  on  thu  subject,  but  to  saj  that  the  Govern ment,  abb  Govern ment, 
are  incapHble  of  giving  any  guidance  upon  it.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  when  the 
division  comes  it  will  ho  founil  that  this  bench  does  not  always  go  into  the 
same  lobby  and  there  in  a  difference  >■!  opinion  on  the  subject,  which  it  haa 
never  been  found  possible  to  bring  withm  the  ordinary  rule  and  compass  of 
party  divisions.  My  own  view,  fur  what  it  is  worth,  is,  on  the  whole,  against 
the  amendment  of  my  hou.  friend. " 

An  analysis  of  this  division  shows  that,  including  tellers,  there 
voted  : — 

For  admission  of  Women.         Against. 

Unionists 62  96 

Liberals       60  3 

Nationalists  ...  7  3 

10.  Mr.  Herbert  Robertson  (C)  (Hackney,  S.)  (April  27(A)  moved 
that "  no  woman  shall  be  eligible  for  the  office  of  mayor,  but  neither  sex 
nor  marriage  shall  be  a  disqualification  for  the  office  of  alderman  or 
councillor."  Carried  by  179  to  77  (majority  102).  This  was  an 
amendment  to  an  amendment  of  Mr.  Lough's  which  permitted  women 
to  hold  the  office  of  mayor,  alderman,  or  councillor. 

11.  Mb.  B.  G.  Webster  (C)  (St.  Pauoras,  E.)  (April  27(A)  moved 
that  women  be  excluded  from  the  office  of  aldermen.  Carried  by  155 
to  124  (majority  31).  An  analysis  of  the  division  (including  tellers) 
shows : — 

For  Women  Aldermen.         Against. 

tTnionists      63  148 

Liberals         68  6 

Nationalists 6  3 
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The  result  of  this  was  to  leave  the  amendment  in  n  form  which  madH 
it  impossible  to  say  whether  women  could  be  aldermen  or  not.  As 
Mr.  Balfour  said  : — 

"  It  was  clear  after  the  last  division  that  a  rani  deciaion  on  this  subject 
could  not  be  arrived  at  on  the  Committee  stage.  It  must  be  reserved  for  the 
report  st^e,  because  whatever  the  decision  of  the  Committee  might  be  upon 
the  amendment  before  them  the  fact  that  they  had  omitted  aldermen  made  it 
impoesible  that  the  Bill  should  stand  as  it  was,  for  the  reason  that  it  left  the 
question  whether  women  could  be  aldermen  under  the  Bill  to  the  decisi<»t 
of  a  Court  of  law.  Evidently  that  could  not  stand.  If  they  meant  to 
exclude  women  they  must  distinctly  say  women  were  not  to  be  mayors, 
aldermen,  or  councillors  ;  or  they  might  say  that  women  might  be  councillors 
but  not  mayors  or  aldermen,  or  that  they  might  be  councillors  and  aldermen 
but  not  niayoia.  Whatever  they  said  must  be  said  distinctly  ;  but  by  the 
last  division  they  hod  precluded  themselves  on  the  Committee  sto^e  from 
saying  it  distinctly.  It  was  therefore  perfectly  cleur  that  any  decision  on 
the  Committee  stage  could  not  be  final  or  conclusive.  He  would  therefore 
earnestly  suggest  that  the  amendment  should  either  be  withdrawn  or  that 
they  should  at  once  divide  upon  the  question  then  before  them." 
So  th«  amendment  was  withdrawn  after  several  hours  of  the  House 
had  been  absolutely  wasted — thantcs  to  the  conduct  of  the  QoverD- 
ment  in  declining  to  take  any  responsibility  for  deciding  what  the 
position  of  women  was  to  be  on  the  new  conditions  of  London  Oorero- 
ment.  Everybody  knows  that  this  is  a  subject  upon  which  the  division 
of  opinion  does  not  run  on  ordinary  party  lines.  But  one  thing  is 
certain — that  the  action  of  the  Oovernment  is  an  admirable  instance 
of  "  how  not  to  do  it." 

We  trust  that  Liberals  will  carefully  follow  the  proceedings  on  the 
London  Bill.  It  is  true  that  it  will  not  directly  affect  any  part  of  the 
country  outside  London,  but  questions  involving  general  principles  of 
local  government  are  constantly  arising,  and  it  is  desirable  that  the 
Liberal  and  Progressive  point  of  view  should  be  emphasised  both  in 
the  debates  and  in  the  division  lobby. 


We  said   lost  month    that    the    Railway 
The  Railway         Couplings  Bill  was  dead,  and  now  this  is  ad- 

CoDPLiHoa  Bill.      mitted  by  Mr.  Ritchie  himself.     In  answer  to 
questions    in   the    House,  on    April  27th,  he 
said: — 

"lam  afraid  I  must  abandon  the  hope  of  proceeding  with  this  Bill  this 
Seeaion,  but  a  Roysl  Commission  will  be  at  once  appointed  to  make  inquiir 
into  the  causes  of  accidents  to  the  servants  of  railway  cumpanies  and  tnvw 
owners,  and  the  possibility  of  adopting  means  to  reduce  the  number  of  such 
accidents.  This  inquiry  will  consequently  embrace  not  only  such  mattem  as 
are  dealt  with  in  the  Bill,  but  any  other  safety  appliance  that  may  be  sug- 
gested." 

This  means  that  the  Qovemment  have  (as  usual)  backed  down — in  this 
caae  to  Lord  Claud  Hamilton,  Sir  Alfred  Hickman  and  Co.,  as  repre- 
senting the  railway  companies  and  the  private  wagon  o 
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It  would  be  hard  totind  h  more  remarkable 

Mr.  Usbornb'b        speech  than    that  delivered   by    Mr.  Thomas 

Apologia.  Usborne,  tho  Tory  M.P.  for  the  Chelmsford 

Division,  at  Chelmsford,  as    reported   in    the 

EsKX  Cminty  Chraniele  of  March  30th.      First,  he  tried  to  explain 

hia  fntal  admission  that  the  Ratinf(  Act  was  carried  for  the  benefit  of 

the  landlords,  and  not  of  the  tenants : — 

"  The  next  question  was  the  Agricultural  Rating  Act.  It  had  been  a 
sore  subject  to  him  in  many  ways,  because  he  had  inadvertently  in  a  small 
committee-room  at  the  House  of  Commons  said  that  the  Act  would  be  for 
the  benefit  of  the  landlords,  and  not  of  the  tenants.  This  had  been  made 
use  of  in  elections  all  over  the  country,  and  he  had  had  to  explain  in  the 
House  of  Commons  that  there  was  no  doubt  that  in  his  anxiety  to  convince 
his  hearers  of  what  he  told  them  he  said  more  than  ho  intended  to  say  in 
adding  the  words  '  and  nut  of  the  tenants.'  His  good  friend,  Mr.  Charles 
Strutt,  M.P.,  held  that  the  Act  had  been  iu  favour  of  the  tenants.  The 
line  of  their  difference  was  between  the  two  statements.  He  wss  perfectly 
right  in  this  respect — that  everything  that  was  done  for  the  land  ultimately 
came  into  the  pockets  of  the  landlord.  He  was  wrong  in  having  added 
the  words  'and  not  of  the  tenante,'  because  he  believed  that  anything 
dune  for  the  benefit  of  the  land  was  for  the  beneGt  of  everyone 
connected  with  that  industry.  But  they  would  tell  him  that  that  was 
ancient  history.  It  was  not  so,  because  the  Act  had  only  five  years  to  run. 
After  those  five  years  what  was  going  to  be  done  to  satisfy  those  people,  and 
there  were  numbers  of  them,  who  were  dissatisfied  with  the  Agricultural 
Rating  Act  1  He  had  a  pretty  shrewd  idea  of  what  would  happen.  He  was 
willing  to  run  the  risk  of  being  called  a  fool,  and  would  tell  thsm  that  aU 
property  would  be  again  put  on  the  same  footing,  and  any  deficiency  would 
be  made  up  by  the  unfortunate  taxpayer." 

Then  came  a  word    or  two    to    his    own  side  about  Old    A^  Pen- 
sions : — 

"He  thought  it  was  time  for  somebody  to  speak  the  truth  on  this 
subject.  There  was  no  doubt  that  at  the  last  general  election  in  1890  a 
great  many  of  the  Unionist  party  held  out  promises  which,  in  his  opinion, 
could  not  be  fulfilled,  and  he  thought  it  was  time  somebody  said  so. 

Mr.  Usborne — to  do  him  credit — b  not  ashamed  of  hia  principles  (t) : — 

"A  fourth  question  he  would  deal  with  was  the  state  of  ritualism  in  the 
Church  at  the  present  time.  Thuy  all  knew  that  he  was  a  strong  supporter 
of  the  Church  of  England.  He  stated  recentlv  at  a  meeting  at  Chelmsford 
that  two  of  his  chief  planks  were  *  Beer  and  the  Bible.'  It  was  an  old  ciy, 
but  he  was  not  ashamed  of  it." 

Nor  is  he  without  modesty — as  witness  his  peroration  : — ' 

"  He  hoped  they  would  do  their  utmost  to  support  the  members  who  now 
represented  them,  and  he  hoped  they  would  not,  because  he  was  a  fool  or 
made  an  ass  of  himself  on  a  particular  occasion,  vote  for  someone  who  might 
have  more  faults  than  he  but  might  have  also  more  cunning  and  be  better 
able  to  conceal  them." 
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Another  gem  is  his  eulogy  of  the  House  of  Lords : — 

"  There  w.'u  no  country  except  ours  in  which  the  liberty  of  the  people 
h*d  been  bo  entirely  defended,  owing  to  the  action  of  the  Houne  of  Lords. 
The  House  of  Lords  was  sristocntic.  There  w&t  tha  aristocracy  of  blood 
»nd  the  aristocracy  of  professions.  Besides  these  there  was  the  aristocracy, 
if  it  were  possible  to  imagine  such,  of  the  brewing  and  banking  trades.  How 
they  could  have  a  better  chamber  it  wsa  impossible  to  know." 
It  wEis  a  little  unkind  of  the  supporter  of  "  Beer  and  Bible  "  to  forget 
the  Bishops. 


Mr.  Chamberlain  hag  at  last  climbed  down 

Mr.  Chambbrlain      in  the  matter  of  the  British  New  Guinea  land 

AND  British  concession.      As   we   heard   so  much   of    the 

Nkw  Gctinba.  wonderful  results  which  were  tn  follow  his 
assumption  of  authority  at  the  Colonial  Office, 
we  are  bound,  aa  Liberals,  to  note  and  comment  upon  his  successive 
failures. 

The  mcua  facts  relating  to  the  concession  and  to  the  attitude  of 
the  Australian  Colonies  were  given  in  the  October  number  of  this 
magazine ;  and  we  must  refer  those  who  are  interested  in  the  subject 
to  that  issue  for  an  explanation  of  the  charges  which  we  bring  against 
Mr.  Chamberlain. 

In  the  first  place,  he  has  shown  a  lamentable  ignorance  of  the 
sentiment  of  Australians  in  regard  to  all  enterprises  which  are  in  the 
nature  of  private  monopolies.  Although  he  was  warned  by  Sir  H. 
Wilson,  then  Premier  of  Queensland,  ''  of  the  popular  aversion 
exbting  in  the  contributing  Colonies  (New  South  Wales  and  Victoria) 
to  syndicates  in  general,"  he  failed  to  assure  himself  that  these 
Colonies,  which  have  a  ntatutory  right  to  be  consulted  in  all  matters 
affecting  British  New  Guinea  other  than  those  of  ordinary  administra- 
tion, hod  signified  their  approval  of  the  scheme.  Ho  assumed,  he  tells 
na,  that  the  matter  had  been  discussed  at  a  conference  of  Premiers 
held  at  Melbourne. 

Secondly,  instead  of  frankly  admitting  that  he  had  made  a 
mistake,  he  did  not  retreat  from  his  untenable  position  until  the 
Australian  Press  had  rung  with  denunciations  of  his  action,  and  the 
Premiers  of  New  South  Wales,  Queensland,  and  Victoria  had  jointly 
and  individually  expressed  their  strongest  objections  to  the  terms  of 
the  concession.  The  proposals  of  the  syndicate  aroused  the  widest 
animosity  in  Australia,  but  Mr.  Chamberlain  hesitated  for  many 
months,  and  led  Australians  to  beheve  that  their  genuine  convictions 
have  little  or  no  weight  with  the  Imperial  authorities.  Such  conduct 
is  extraordinary  on  the  part  of  a  Minister  who  desires  to  knit  the 
component  parts  of  the  Empire  more  closely  together  ! 

Finally,  he  said  that  he  would  be  prepared  to  submit  to  the 
oontribnting  Colonies  any  reasonable  clum  for  the  repajrment  of  the 
outof-pocket  expensee  incurred  by  the  syndicate.  Mr.  Chamberlai' 
has  blundered,  but  the  Colonies  are  expected  to  pay  the  bill. 
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THE  SECOND  UNIONIST  RAID  ON  THE 
SINKING  FUND. 


By  Losd  Farrer. 

Hiatoiy  is  said  to  repeat  itself,  but  it  is  nit  often  that  a  great 
1>1under  condemns  itself  by  its  own  repetition  so  quickly  and  bo 
emphaticall;  as  Mr.  Ooscben's  actions  in  reducing  the  Sinking  Fund  in 
1887  and  1889  are  condemned  by  Sir  Xichael  Hicks- Beach 'h  repetition 
of  that  action  in  1899.  On  the  earlier  occasion  I  was  asked  to  write 
lay  opinion  on  Mr.  Qoschea's  Finance,  which  I  did  in  three  articles  in 
Che  Contemporary,  afterwards  republished  by  the  Liberal  Fublicatioa 
Department.  In  these  articles  I  expressed  a  strong  opinion  against 
the  reduction  of  the  New  Sinking  Fund  as  an  evil  in  itself,  and  as  a 
fatal  precedent  for  future  Chancellors  of  the  Eichequer.  I  was  told 
by  persons,  whose  opinioa  I  valued  very  highly,  that  I  wan  wrong,  and 
that  Mr.  Ooscben's  action  was  necessary,  i/'  only  far  tiis  purpote  oj 
Having  the  New  StnJcirui  Fund  from  JitrtJier  plunder.  I  doubted  this 
nt  the  time,  and  I  think  that  the  present  Budget  justifies  my  doubts. 
Without  the  excuse  given  by  Mr.  Ooscben's  successful  conversion  of 
consob  and  consequent  reduction  of  interest  on  the  debt,  the  preaent 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  at  a  time  when,  according  to  his  own 
showing,  the  country  is  in  a  state  of  unexampled  prosperity,  and  when 
the  national  income  amounts  to  the  unprecedented  sum  of 
£120,000,000,  proposes  to  lay  a  farther  sacrilegious  hand  on  the  ark 
of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  to  reduce  by  another  £2.000,000  a  year 
what  Mr.  Ooschen  had  already  reduced  by  £3,000,000.  He  proposes, 
too,  to  do  this  for  the  same  reasons  which  were  alleged  by  Mr.  Goschen, 
viz  ,  in  order  to  preserve  his  successors  from  the  demoralising  tempta- 
tions of  a  diminishing  debU}harge,  nnd  to  protect  future  taxpayers 
from  the  consequences  of  their  own  "  ignorant  impatience  of  taxation." 
Under  these  circumstances  I  have  again  been  asked  to  express  an 
opinion  on  the  new  proposal,  and  T  do  not  know  how  to  do  this  better 
than  by  repeating  much  of  what  I  said  ten  years  ago. 

The  following  are  extracts,  with  trifling  verbal  alterations,  from 
what  I  wrote  in  1890:— 

"The  Reduction  op  thr  Sinking  Fond. 

"  The  '  New  Sinking  Fund.'  aa  it  is  called,  consisted  in  1887  of  a  fixed 
Runi  of  £28.000,000  a  yenr.  which  had,  in  1875.  been  appropriated,  at  the 
instance  of  Sir  Stafford  Northoote,  to  the  payment  of  interest  and  principal 
iif  the  National  Debt.  This  fixed  sum  Mr.  Goschen  reduced  in  1887  to 
£26,000,000,  and  again  in  1889  to  £26,000,000  ;  so  that  the  annual  charge 
devoted  to  the  discharge  of  national  liabilities  is  now,  by  Mr.  Goschen's 
action,  £3,000,000  less  than  the  sura  at  which  Sir  Stafibrd  Northcote  fixed 
it.  In  doing  this,  and  as  a  part  of  the  same  process,  Mr.  (loschen  prolonged 
tor  a  considerable  period  the  terminable  annuities  by  which,  imder  arrange- 
ments made  by  Mr.  Childers  in  1883,  debt  was  being  pnid  olf. 

"It  is  important  to  understand  clearly  what  this  means.  It  might  be 
thought  that  Sir  Stafford  Nortlicote  in  1875  iniposed  heavy  additional 
burdens  for  the  purpose  of  paying  off  debt.     But  this  was  not  the  ca<«e. 
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The  sum  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  principal  and  intereet  of  the  debt 
amounted  to  £28,750,000  in  1&59,  and  though  reduced  in  1860,  it  hod  since 
that  date  never  sunk  below  £26,000,000,  and  had  gradually  risen  again  to 
more  than  £27.000,000.  To  the  amount  so  appropriated  in  1874-5,  which 
was  about  £27,000,000,  Sir  Stafford  Northcote  added  only  £900,000.*  The 
satisfactory  results  which  had  been  thus  obtained  were  largely  due  to  the 
wise  policy  of  repaying  principal  by  ineana  of  terminable  annuities,  some  of 
which,  aa  aboTe  noticed,  Mr.  (loschen,  when  reducing  the  '  New  Sinking 
Pvind,'  postponed.  But  Sir  Stafford  Northcote  foresaw  that  as  the  termin- 
able annuities  fell  in,  and  as  the  principal  of  the  debt  thus  became 
diminished,  and  with  it  the  chai^  for  interest,  the  temptation  to  use  the 
surplus  in  relief  of  taxation  rather  than  in  lepaynient  of  debt  would  ba 
(treat ;  and  it  was  in  order  to  guard  against  this  temptation  that  he  pledged 
the  country  to  the  annual  payment  of  a  fixed  sum,  so  that  each  year,  as  the 
c*pital  was  redeemed,  and  the  charge  for  interest  became  leaa,  a  larger  and 
an  ever- increasing  sum  might  be  devoted  to  the  reduction  of  the  capital  of 
the  debt.  Unfortunately  for  its  working,  this  so-caUed  '  New  Sinking 
Fund '  was  instituted  at  the  end  of  a  period  of  great  prosperity  and  of  con- 
siderable economy.  The  reaction  from  the  boom  of  1872-3  had  begun  ;  the 
long  period  of  depression  was  commencing  ;  and  the  elasticity  of  the 
Revenue  was  for  the  time  being  at  an  end.  Shortly  afterwards  followed  the 
RuBso- Turkish  war,  followed  by  the  Afghan  war,  the  South  African  wan, 
and  all  the  Egyptian  troubles,  involving  not  only  increased  expenditure, 
but  a  large  increase  of  temporary  debt.  Notwithstanding  these  diOicultieB 
the  New  Sinking  Fund  was  maintained  at  its  full  original  amount  ;  the 
Income-tax  was  raised  ;  and  in  1880  the  original  £28,000,000  was  increased 
to  £28,800,000,  in  order  to  pay  off  temporary  loans.  It  was  not  until  1885 
and  1886,  under  great  stress  of  expenditure,  that  paymunts  of  debt  were 
reduced,  and  the  New  Sinking  Fund  temporarily  suspended  ;  but  never- 
theless the  amount  appropriate  to  debt  in  1888-7  was  only  just  under 
£28,000,000.  Moreover,  this  Buspeusion  was  a  mere  temporary  expedient, 
and  in  no  way  intended  to  be  pennanent. 

"  It  was  reserved  for  Mr.  Ouschen  in  1887,  and  ^ain  in  1889,  to  declare 
that  £28,000  000  is  much  too  large  a  sum  for  this  wealthy  nation  to  devote 
annually  to  the  discharge  and  reduction  of  its  liabilities,  and  finally  to  fix 
£20,000,000  as  a  sufficient  sum  for  this  purpose.  These  declarations  were 
made,  it  is  to  be  observed,  when  the  clouds  of  war  had  passed  away,  when 
the  long  period  of  trade  depression  which  had  existed  almost  continuously 
from  1873  to  1887,  wan  at  an  end,  and  when  there  was  actually  an  estimated 
excess  of  revenue  over  expenditure.  Mr.  Qoschen's  reasons  for  these 
retrograde  steps  are  to  be  found  in  hts  Budget  speech  of  1887,t  to  which,  in 
order  that  full  justice  may  be  done  to  him,  reference  should  be  made. 

"  Amongst  other  arguments  Mr.  Goschen  quoted  words  from  this  speech 
of  Sir  Stafford  Northcote  in  1875,  and  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Bench  has  also 
referred  to  Sir  Stafford  Northcote's  speech  to  show  that  be  contemplated  a 
chaDge  of  policy  if  circumstunces  should  alter. 

"It  is  not  perhaps  veiy  material  now  to  reoord  what  Sir  Stafford 
Northcote  said  in  1675  and  subsequent  years ;  but  when  Mr.  Qoschen  or 
Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach  quotes  Sir  Stafford  Northcote  as  an  authority  for  their 

*  See  Budget  debates  of  1887,  and  especially  Mr.  Childerx's  npeecli  on 
April  '25tli.  See  also  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton's  Budget  tables  in  Vol.  11.  of  hia 
Fuuinee  and  Polilict,  pp.  334  and  following. 

+  See  Hannard  April  21fit,  1887.  Mr.  Goxchen's  Budeet  speeches  are  also 
published  separately  in  a  very  convenient  fomi,  with  tables  of  accounts  and 
eetimatee  attached. 
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own  uction,  it  is  only  just  to  state  what  Sir  Stafford  Nurthcote's  opinions 
really  were.  Nov  I  defy  anyone  who  looks  to  the  general  t«nor  of  Sir 
Stafford  Northcote's  Budget  speech  of  1875*  in  which  he  proposed  the  New 
Sinking  Fund  ;  or  to  his  action  in  raising  the  Income-tai  in  1876  chiefly  in 
order  to  maintain  the  payment  of  debt  it  or  to  liis  aubaoquent  action  in 
respect  of  that  Fund,  at  the  time  when  the  dire  necessities  of  an  un- 
fortunate foreign  policy  had  driven  him  into  the  financial  ezpedieut  of  post- 
poning liabilities  from  year  to  year,  to  gather  from  them  any  indication  of 
any  such  approval  of  the  recent  reduction  of  the  New  Sinking  Fund  as  Mr. 
Guschen  appears  to  claim. 

"Sir  o.  Northcote's  most  recent  utterance  on  the  subject,  so  far  as  I 
know,  is  in  a  speech  on  the  Finance  of  the  New  Sinking  Fund  made  at 
Barnstaple  on  March  27th,  1880,  ^  at  a  time  when  the  financial  pressure 
above  adverted  to  was  fully  developed,  in  which,  after  eiplainmg  that 
£800,000  had  been  added  to  the  Fund  in  order  to  liquidate  temporary  loans, 
he  emphatically  defended  the  principle  and  maintenance  of  that  Fund, 
under  circumstances  far  more  difficult  than  any  Mr.  Goschen  has  had  tx> 
deal  with  : — 

"  '  la  1H76  I  propoBed.  and  ParlisJuect  agreed  to,  an  arrangement  by  which 
a  fixed  amount  Kliould  lie  set  apart,  £28,000,000  every  year,  to  pay  the  interest 
of  tiie  debt,  and  whatever  remained  over  and  above  wa*  to  \ie  applied  to  the 
redemption  of  the  principal.  Now,  the  effect  of  that  is  this — Every  year,  as 
you  redeem  a  portion  of  the  principal  of  the  debt,  of  course  there  is  leas 
mterest  to  be  paid  upon  it,  and,  therefore,  if  every  year  you  set  apart  the  same 
Mini,  it  will  so  on  redeeming  more  and  more  of  tlie  principal.  We  have  now- 
arrived  at  this  point,  that  out  of  the  £28,000,000  set  apart  every  year,  about 
£27,250,000  is  required  for  interest,  and,  therefore,  there  is  £750,000  available 
for  diHchar;^  of  tlie  principal  of  the  debt,  that  will  go  on  increasing  year  by 
year  until  ParliameDt  altera  the  arrangement  by  wiiich  £28,000,000  are  set 
apart.  Now,  wliat  liaH  been  proposed  in  re^rd  to  these  £6,000,000  which  have 
been  converted  into  teniiinable  annuities  is  simply  this,  that  yon  shall  go  on 
extinguishing  terminable  annuities  partly  by  the  arlum  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
and  jtartly  by  a  considerable  addition  to  lie  £28,000,000  icAicA  w  raited  to 
£28,800,000.  We  do  not  extinffuixk  the  Sinking  Fund,  mt  only  apply  a  certain 
portion  of  it  towardt  the  extinction  of  that  debt  tvitkin  a  certain  number  of 
yearn.  The  action  of  the  Sinking  Fund  irill  still  go  on,  and  it  icUl  not  oe 
cjrkajisted — not  nearly  trhausled^bij  what  the  call  on  it  jioin  is.  There/ore,  it 
is  entirely  false  to  say  that  we  have  in  anu  degree  abaiutoned  the  ftrincijAe  of  the 
Act  of  1876,  or  that  ve  have  extinguished  or  suspended  the  Sinking  Fund.' 

"  So  much  for  Sir  S.  Nortbcote  and  his  opinion.  Aa  regards  the  merits 
of  the  case,  they  were  exhaustively  dealt  with  in  the  Budget  debates  of 
1887.§  If  proposals  fur  remission  of  taxation,  when  made  by  a  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  could  ever  be  defeated  by  argument,  Mr.  Goschen  would 
have  been  in  a  bad  way.  It  was  shown,  for  instance,  that  since  1660  the 
^^[regate  wealth  of  the  country  had  almost  doubled,  whilst  the  whole 
burden  of  taxation  had  only  increased  by  15  or  16  per  cent,  and  that  the 
portion  of  this  burden  which  was  applicable  to  the  chaise  of  debt  had  not 
increased  at  all.  It  was  shown  that  the  Income-tax  had  been  patiently  aod 
courageously  borne  for  twenty  years  at  7d.  in  the  £,  and  over,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  reducing  other  taxes  and  meeting  an  excess  of  expenditure.     It  was 

•  See  his  published  apeeches,  p.  209. 
+  Finance  and  Polities,  Vol  11.,  221. 
t  Published  speechea,  p.  109. 
§  See  especially  ane 
Buxton.     Hansttrd,  J  _ 
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shown  tliat  in  1859-60,  vhen  the  Income-tax  was  at  9d.,  producing  only 
£1, 100,000  per  penny,  the  sum  applied  to  debt  was  £28,649,000,  or  20e.  per 
head  of  population  i  that  in  1870-1  it  was  £27,142,000,  or  I89.  per  head  ; 
that  in  1874-6  it  was  £26,495.000,  or  IGa.  per  head  ;  that  in  1680-1  it  was 
£28,169,000,  or  16e.  per  head  ;  whilst  in  1887-8  Mr.  Goachen  was  filing  it 
at  £25,800,000,  or  only  16b.  Gd.  per  head.  It  was  also  shown  that  in  1887-8 
the  Income-tax  was  calculated  to  produce  £2,000,000  per  penny  ;  and  that 
the  charge  for  delit,  according  to  Mr.  Goschen's  calculations,  was  only  to  be 
thr«e-fourthB  of  the  burdea,  either  on  the  population  per  head  or  on  the 
total  revenue,  which  it  had  been  in  18S9-60.  Lastly,  it  was  shown  that 
former  inroads  on  the  Sinking  Fund  had  been  made  in  order  to  meet  special 
drcnmetanceB  of  difficulty  and  danger,  whilst  the  year  1887-8,  when  Mr. 
Ooschen  was  making  his  own  exceptionally  fatal  inroad  upon  it,  was  not 
only  a  time  of  no  special  difficulty  or  danger,  but  one  of  peace  and  reviving 
prosperity,  with  a  surplus  (which  proved  to  be  much  under-estimated)  in 

"To  all  these  startling  facta  and  figures  Mr.  Gosohen  mode  no  real  reply. 
He  had  no  great  scheme  of  reform  in  petto,  such  as  Mr.  Glodstwie  is  aaid 
to  have  had  when  he  went  out  of  office  in  1874,  or  such  as  it  is  rumoured 
that  Lord  R.  Churchill  had  at  a  later  period.  His  great  point  was  that 
Income-tax  payers  ought  to  he  relieved.  Now,  there  is  no  doubt  ranch  to 
be  said  for  the  poorest  classes  of  Income-tax  payers.  But  the  repeal  of  Id. 
of  Income-tax  might,  with  accurate  estimatea,  have  been  effected  without 
touching  the  New  Kinking  Fund ;  and  even  if  it  had  been  imposaible  to 
fnune  accurate  estimates,  or  to  find  other  resources,  it  would  have  been  far 
better  to  retain  the  8d.  Income-tAX  for  one  or  two  years  more  than 
impatiently  and  hastily  to  deal  a  fatal  blow  to  the  New  Sinking  Fund. 

"I  am  told  that  these  are  counsels  of  perfection  ;  that  no  practical 
politician  dares  to  keep  up  the  Sinking  Fund  ;  that  our  people  are  impatient 
of  their  own  burdens  and  caraleas  about  those  of  posterity  ;  and  that  they 
would  resent  and  punish  by  expulsion  from  office  any  statesman  who  was 
bold  enough  to  keep  up  taxes  in  order  to  pay  off  a  fair  amount  of  debt. 

"  Of  all  this  1  ao  not  believe  one  word.  There  was  not,  so  far  as  I  know, 
a  whisper  of  public  complaint  against  the  New  Sinking  Fund  at  the  time 
Mr.  Goschen  volunteered  to  reduce  iL  No  such  grievance  was  heard  of  on 
the  hustings,  in  the  Press,  or  in  Parliament,  and,  if  it  existed  at  all,  it 
existed  less  in  the  opinion  of  the  public  than  in  the  apprehensions  of  timid 
and  time-serving  politicians. 

"  But,  it  may  be  said,  '  Mr.  Goschen's  reductions  were  received  and 
welcomed.'  Of  course  they  were  I  When  remission  of  taxation  is  offered 
by  the  Government  the  game  is  given  up  and  opposition  is  in  vain.  If  the 
appointed  guardian  of  the  public  treasury  throws  open  its  doors  and  scatters 
ita  hoards,  the  people  cannot  be  expected  to  hold  their  hands. 


or,  in  the  rftoy  language  of  the  older  poet,  how  can  we  expect  to  have  '  a 
dirty  shephenl  and  clean  sheep  '  ?    .     . 

"  Mr.  Goschen,  no  doubt,  by  under-estimated  surpluses,  paid  off  a  large 
amount  of  debt.  But  it  is  not  the  amount  of  debt  which  unforeseen  proK- 
perity  enables  a  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  to  pay  off,  but  the  amount 
which  he  specifically  applies  and  induces  the  country  to  apply  for  this 
purpose  which  makes  the  character  of  a  bold  and  successful  financier. 

"  Moreover,  the  system,  if  it  can  be  called  a  system,  of  paying  off  debt 
by  a  fluke  is  aIm9St  certain  to  break  down.  All  may  go  on  wc^  whilst  the 
estimates  of  Revenue  are  below  the  mark,  as  they  have  been  for  the  last 
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few  yean.  Th«n,  indend,  a  surplus  is  renlised,  and  the  Chancellor  of  tha 
Excnei^uer  is  able  to  plume  himnelf  on  the  repsymeat  of  debt  uid  on  having 
meaiiB  m  hand  by  which  to  frame  popular  Budgets  for  ensuing  yean.  But 
the  position  will  be  very  different  when  Budgets  are  ^ain  accurate,  or  whiin 
the  elasticity  of  the  Revenue  disappears.  Tlie  reduction  of  debt  will  then 
be  comparatively  smaU,  while  the  temptation  to  further  plunder  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  as  it  recovers  from  Mr.  Goschen's  depredations  will  be  almost 
irresistible. 

"  The  real  charge  against  Mr.  Ooachen's  dealings  with  the  New  Sinking 
Fund  is  that  he,  the  economist  par  exceUtHee,  the  '  canonised  saint  (9 
financial  purity,'  as  Lord  Randolph  Churchill  once  called  him,  did,  as  Tory 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  proclaim  in  piping  times  of  peace  and 
prosperity,  that  £26,000,0(>()  a  year  is  too  much  for  this  great  and  wealthy 
country  to  devote  annually  to  the  payment  of  her  enormous  debt  ;  that 
1*25.000,000  is  ample  for  this  purpose  ;  and  that  the  plan  which  Sir  Stafford 
Northcote  had  instituted  for  a  permanent,  steady,  and  steadily  increasing 
repayment  of  debt  is  beyond  the  will  or  die  power  of  the  nation  to  accom- 
plish. Indeed,  we  are  now  niuch  worse  off  than  we  were  before  the 
establishment  of  the  New  Sinking  Fund.  We  then  paid  a  debt-charge  at 
the  rate  of  from  £26,000,000  to  £28,000,000  or  je29,0TO,000  a  year  without 
any  tiled  limit.  We  have  now,  thanks  to  Mr.  Goschen,  set  up  an  ideal 
limit  of  £26.000,000  only.  A  fatal  precedent  has  been  set  for  future 
Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer,  a  precedent  which  is  only  too  likely  to  call 
for  speedy  imitation." 

"  Mr,  Ooichen  seemj  itidetd  la  Oiink  that  he  hoi  hitn*d,/,  by  rrdneing  tht 
New  Siniiikj  Ftaid,  raised  a  barrio  agatmt  f'Unre  attaekn  on  that  Fund  fry 
eomt  Ut6  KTiiptUotu  MiuiaUr.  In,  replying  to  Lord  B/tiidoljA  VhnrckiU,  ht 
tnid,*  iu  a  very  pmnted  mann<r,  that  if  the  turn  demted  to  repaymetd  of  dfitt 
rtmaiited  at  large  at  Sir  S.  Nortlicote  made  it,  it  iroiiW  he  '  a  formidaiAe  and 
etilidiig  mm  at  the  ditpoxA  of  o  bold,  daring,  avd  enterprising  Chaneelior  of 
the  Eicheqner.'  It  u  curioiu  that  so  tolid  a  man  at  Mr.  GoicheH  thtniid  hate 
ifciui  replied  to  his  versatile  predecessor.  It  it  still  more  ciM-iirtia  that  he  shoxtld 
not  see  thai,  if  the  dnring  schemes  whicit  he  eontemplatfd  as  imt  impossMe  toere 
renUy  to  come  leithin  the  tcope  of  practiail  politics,  his  oipn  action  nnd  ex- 
ample, and  his  own  character  ae  a  pnidenl  and  able  financier  iroidd  be  the 
most  vainaUe  prer-edent  that  coiild  be  nrged  in  their  faronr.  To  save  the 
Sinking  Fund  he  throws  it  overboard,  frightened,  like  Cowper's  ailly  sheep, 
by  an  empty  noise. 

"  '  He  deems  it  wisent  and  most  fit, 

That  to  save  life  we  jump  into  the  pit.' 

"  Would  that  we  were  able  to  continue  the  quotation.   The  poem  goes  on  r 


r  life  to  save! 
nto  the  grave ! 

Come  Hend,  come  fury,  ^ant,  monster,  blast 
From  earth  or  hell,  we  can  but  plunge  at  laab.' 

—From  the  Needless  Alarw. 
"  What  a  pity  that  his  prudent  leader  could  not  act  the  part  of  the 
Cambrian  ewe ! " 

Seldom,  if  ever,  is  ib  permissible  for  fallible  mortals  ta  aay  :  "  I  told 
you  so."     But  surely,  if  ever,  it  is  now  permissible  to  refer  to  the  last 

■See  Hansard,  April  2lHt,  1887,  p.  370. 
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pan^^ph  I  have  quoted  aa  a  true  forecast  of  what  has  actually 
happened.  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach,  in  a  timo  of  prosperity  greater 
even  than  that  which  favoured  Mr.  Ooschen,  and  with  a  revenue 
provided  for  him  by  his  predecessors  such  as  neither  Sir  Stafford 
Northcote  nor  Mr.  Goei^hen  ever  dreamed  of,  has  again  thrown  Sir 
Stafford  overboard,  and  instead  of  regarding  Mr.  Goschen's  action  as  a 
barrier  against  future  attacks  on  the  Sinking  Fund,  has  followed  his 
example  by  an  additional  reduction  of  £2,000,000,  making  the  total 
reduction  of  Sir  Stafford's  original  Fund  amount  toi5,000,000  a  year. 

Apart  from  such  reasons  for  such  a  step  aa  are  common  to  Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach  and  Mr.  Goscben,  reasons  which  have  been 
sufficiently  answered  by  the  preceding  quotations,  what  are  the  special 
reasons  now  alleged  by  the  Government  for  this  remarkable  develop- 
ment of  Mr.  Goechen's  policy  1 

The  principal  reason  alleged  both  hy  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  and  by  the  Leader  of  the  House  is  the  extravagance  of 
baying  consols  at  XllO  or  upwards  when  they  will  be  at  par  in  1923. 
Putting  aside  the  obvious  retort  that  cutting  off  £2,000,000  a  year 
from  the  sum  devoted  to  the  cancellation  of  consols  cannot  save  the 
extra  cost  on  the  sum  which  is  still  to  be  employed  for  that  purpose ; 
that  this  argument  is  fatal  to  the  further  annual  cancellation  not  only 
of  £2,000,000  worth  of  consols,  but  of  any  consols  whatever ;  is  it  not 
possible  to  meet  the  difficulty — for  it  is  a  real  difficulty— suggested  by 
Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach,  without  trenching  on  the  repayment  of  debt) 
That  difficulty  consists  in  the  high  price  of  consols,  a  price  raised,  no 
doubt,  by  the  withdrawal  from  the  market  of  cancelled  consols.  But 
the  cancellation  of  consols  is  only  one  of  the  causes  of  the  rise  of  price. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  tells  us  that  in  1884  there  was  in 
the  market  £529,986,000  of  consols,  whilst  in  the  same  year  there  was 
ia  the  hands  of  Government  departments  £82,775,000.  In  the  pre- 
sent year,  he  tells  us  that  there  are  in  the  hands  of  the  public  only 
£356,000,000  consols,  whilst  in  the  hands  of  Government  department 
there  are  £162,000,000,  so  that  out  of  the  constantly  dimiutBhing 
amount  of  consols,  the  Government  have  themselves,  since  1864, 
apart  from  cancellation  of  debt,  purchased  and  taken  off  the  market  no 
less  an  amount  than  £79,225,000.  The  recent  Treasury  Minute  shows 
how  much  of  this  is  due  to  the  investment  in  consols  of  the 
increased  deposits  of  the  savings  hank.  Add  to  this,  as  Sir  Michael 
Hicks-Beach  tells  us,  that  "  out  of  the  £358,000,000  of  consols  in  the 
hands  of  the  public,  by  no  means  the  whole  is  likely  to  go  on  the 
market.  A  very  large  proportion  of  it  is  held  hy  banks,  financial 
institutions,  insurance  companies,  trustees,  and  foreigners,  in  order 
that  they  may  have  a  nest-e^  easily  realisable  at  a  time  of  crisis  and 
with  very  little  regard  either  to  the  price  that  may  be  obtainable  for 
consols  or  the  rate  of  interest  they  may  produce." 

No  wonder  that  the  price  of  consols  goes  up,  and  that  it  has  next 
to  no  relation  to  the  credit  of  the  country.  It  is  due  to  an  ever- 
increasing  demand  for  an  ever  •diminishing  fund.  Is  it  not  the  fa* 
that  we  are  labouring  under  a  sort  of  superstition  concerning  conso' 
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which  originated  at  a  time  when  this  form  of  investment  bore  an  in- 
finitely larger  proportion  both  in  quantity  and  quality  to  other  forms 
of  investment  than  it  does  now,  but  to  which  the  Government,  and  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  and  banks,  and  City  men,  who  follow  one  another 
like  sheep,  are  still  slaves,  though  the  facts  in  which  it  originated  are 
all  altered  1 

The  subject  is  too  large  a  one,  and  the  authorities  upon  it  too 
discordant,  to  admit  of  its  being  properly  discussed  in  such  a  paper  as 
this.  But  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  holds  out  promise  of  a 
future  inquiry  into  the  investment  of  Savings  Banks  Funds.  This  is  to 
put  the  cart  before  the  horse.  If  there  ia  a  prospect  of  so  investing 
these  funds  as  to  prevent  loss,  that  loss  ought  not  to  be  alleged  as  a 
reason  for  a  raid  on  the  Sinking  Fund. 

Then,  says  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  "I  think  that  the 
amount  of  the  fixed  charge  ought  to  bear  some  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  the  outstanding  debt."  And  he  illustrates  this  proposition 
by  an  extreme  case.  Surely  this  is  a  most  dangerous  principle.  So 
long  as  the  debt  is  a  real  burden,  it  is  the  amount  which  we  are  able 
to  pay,  and  not  the  amount  which  remains  to  be  paid,  which  should 
regulate  the  amount  we  devote  to  paying  it  off.  Would  any  man  who 
had  a  mortgage  on  his  estate,  and  who  was  paying  it  off  by  instal- 
meats,  reduce  the  instalments  in  proportion  to  the  reduction  of  the 
principal  t  Would  he  not  rather,  as  he  grew  richer  and  richer,  insist 
on  punctual  payment  of  the  instalments,  so  that  he  might  find  himself 
a  free  man  1  "  But,"  replies  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  "  though 
I  am  richer  and  richer,  I  have  greater  burdens  to  bear, '  and  he  com- 
pares the  growth  of  revenue  with  the  still  greater  growth  of  expendi- 
ture. He  is  right,  no  doubt,  in  his  facts ;  but  why  is  this )  Because 
we  have  a  Government  which,  whilst  it  has  had,  thanks  to  its 
predecessors,  a  larger  revenue  than  any  Government  ever  had  before ; 
and  whilst  it  has  had  a  majority  at  its  back  larger  thui  any  Govern- 
ment has  had  in  this  century ;  has  indulged  in  extravagance  out  of 
proportion  both  to  its  revenue  and  to  its  power — a  Government  which 
has  initiated  the  policy  of  doles  out  of  the  public  purse  to  favoured 
classes;  which  boasts  of  "pegging  out  "claims  for  piosterity  in  the 
waste  regions  of  the  globe ;  which  prides  itself  on  having  indulged  to 
the  utmost  the  present  passion  of  the  people  for  unprecedented  arma- 
ments ;  and  which  seeks  to  maintain  the  popularity  it  has  acquired 
through  excessive  expenditure,  by  throwing  the  expense  on  future 
generations. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  himself  suggests  the  question, 
emphasised  by  Sir  William  Harcourt :  "What  have  we  done  for  those 
who  come  after  ua  ) "  And  he  answers  it  as  follows  :  "  We  have,  at  a 
cost  of  untold  milliuns,  during  the  past  few  years  provided  a  Navy  so 
admirable  in  its  strength  and  efficiency,  so  far  greater  in  those 
respects  than  any  that  can  challenge  comparison  with  it,  that  there  m 
no  dofiht,  I  believe,  in  the  minds  of  the  great  majority  of  ilte  people, 
that  the  obvious  strength  of  that  Navy  has  been  a  main  factor  during 
the  past  year  in  saving  us  from  a,  great  war." 
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A  Bceptical  student  of  history  might  aak  whether  the  successes  oE 
the  last  year — such  as  they  have  been — have  been  due  to  the  exist- 
ence of  an  overpowering  Navy,  or  to  the  fact  that  England  and  her 
Oovenunent  had  made  up  their  minda  on  certain  points.  We  might 
ask  whether  the  Bottlement  of  the  Cretan  difficulty,  eo  long  delayed, 
was  due  to  an  increase  of  the  Fleet,  or  to  the  fact  that  the  massacre 
of  Englishmen  in  Crete  practically  took  the  matter  oat  of  the  hands 
of  diplomatists,  and  placed  it  in  the  hands  of  Admirals.  We  might 
ask  whether  the  glories  of  the  Fashoda  incident,  which  has  been 
talked  of  as  if  it  were  the  battle  of  Armageddon,  was  due  to  the  fear 
of  English  ironclads  or  to  the  obvious  fact  that  the  country,  as  a 
whole,  had  made  up  iba  mind  that  it  would  tolerate  no  foreign  inter- 
vention in  the  Upper  Valley  of  the  Nile. 

But,  putting  such  questions  aside,  and  giving  all  credit  to  the 
power  of  the  English  Navy,  what  will  that  Navy,  which,  as  we  are 
told,  has  cost  untold  millions,  be  worth  twenty  or  even  ten  years 
hence  I  Naval  fashions  change,  as  I  have  said  before,  almost  as 
quickly  as  the  fashions  of  ladies'  bonnets.  It  would  be  difficult  for 
an  octogenarian  to  say  bow  often  he  has  seen  the  Navy  reconstructed. 
Of  one  thing  we  may  be  very  sure  :  that  to  those  who  are  living  in 
no  very  remote  future  the  improvement  of  the  resources  of  the  nation 
which  would  be  derived  from  the  devotion  of  two  millions  a  year  to 
the  repayment  of  debt  and  from  the  consequent  increase  of  the 
Dfttion's  borrowing  power,  wilt  be  a  real  and  permanent  source  of 
strength,  when  our  present  Leviathans  of  the  deep  and  their  attendant 
swarms  of  cruisers  and  smaller  craft  will  be  good  for  little  but  to 
show  what  ships  once  were. 

Farrbb. 

May  3nJ,  1899. 

BILLS  OF  THE  SESSION. 


(An  AOtrisk  indieatei  that  the  Bill  U  a  Government  Meaawre.) 


Prbvbntiok  of  CoBHOpnoN. 

A  Bill  intituled  An  Act  to  Check  Corruption,  brought  in  the 
House  of  Lords  by  Lord  Russell  of  Killowen,  and  read  a  firat  time  on 
April  20tb. 

The  object  of  the  Bill,  as  shortly  stated  in  the  preparatory  memoran- 
dnm,  is  an  effort  to  check,  by  making  them  criminal,  a  large  number  of 
inequitable  and  illegal  tKret  payments,  all  of  which  are  dishonest,  and 
tend  to  shake  confidence  between  man  and  man  and  to  discourage 
honeat  trade  and  enterprise. 

The  preamble  is,  in  effect,  a  copy  of  t^e  finding  on  this  subject  of  a 
special  committee  appointed  by  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
(See  the  Report,  paragraph  5. )  This  Report  was  passed  by  a  committee 
of  the  Chamber,  on  which  no  less  than  20  of  the  trade  sections  of  the 
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Chamber  were  ropreaented  by  either  tbeir  chairmen  or  deputy  chairmen, 
and  it  was  adopted  hy  the  Council  of  the  Chamber  ia  July,  1896. 

SectiouB  1  and  2  make  the  gift,  offer,  receipt,  and  solicitation  of  aay 
corrupt  payments,  offences.  Strictly  speaking  corrupt  payments  are 
not  defined  by  the  Bill,  but  certain  transactions  are  declared  to  be 
corrupt. 

The  reason  why  no  attempt  is  made  to  define  corruption  is  that  the 
thing  is  so  protean  that  to  define  it  is  almost  impossible.  For  this 
reason  the  courts  have  always  declined  to  define  fraud. 

Sections  3  to  8  inclusive  contain  declarations  that  certain  specific 
transactions  are  corrupt  unless  the  contrary  be  shown. 

Sections  3  and  4  deal  with  the  common  case  of  gifts  to  the  a^ent 
by  persons  having  dealings  with  his  principal. 

Sections  5  and  6  deal  with  bribes  given,  not  to  the  agent,  but  to  his 
wife  or  child,  etc. 

Sections  7  and  8  deal  with  a  different  class  of  unconscionable 
transactions,  viz.,  cases  where  A  gives  advice  to  B  to  do  something 
that  will  benefit  C,  A  having  received,  or  being  about  to  receive,  a 
secret  commission  or  other  gift  from  C  to  induce  him  to  give  this 
advice.  The  advice  may  be  good  or  bad  advice,  but  it  ia  not  indepen- 
dent advice,  and  B  ought  to  know  that  it  is  not  independent  advice 
and  given  for  his  benefit  solely.  This  clause  will,  it  is  apprehended, 
touch  many  professional  men.  For  there  ia  reason  to  fear  that  the 
practice  of  taking  commissions  for  advice  is  prevalent  in  many  of  the 
professions  amongst  their  less  worthy  members,  and  it  is  hoped  there- 
fore that  this  clause  will  receive  the  warm  support  of  the  honourable 
members  of  those  callings  by  whom  these  practices  are  deplored. 

Section  9. — The  practice  here  aimed  at  of  giving  falsified  invoices, 
etc.,  is,  it  appears,  very  prevalent.  Instances  may  be  found  in  Report 
L.C.C.,  paragraphs  19,  43,  especially  the  latter  paragraph. 

Section  1 2.— It  is  suggested  that  fines  would  not  be  adequale  to 
meet  some  cases.  The  practice  of  forming  clubs  to  afford  an  indemnity 
against  fines  is  known  in  some  cases  where  fines  are  the  only  punish- 
ment, and  they  would  probably  arise  here  unless  checked.  Combinations 
to  enforce  the  payment  of  blackmail  appear  to  be  already  in  existence 
(Report  L.C.C.,  Appendix  A,  paragraphs  31,  35),  and  they  would  soon 
be  converted  into  insurance  securities  against  fines. 

Sections  13,  14,  and  15  are  taken  from  the  Corrupt  Practices  Act, 
1889,  sections  3  and  6. 

Section  16  embodies  in  substance  the  provbions  of  section  12  of 
the  42  and  43  Vict.  c.  49,  the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Act  of  1879. 

Sections  17  and  18  are  borrowed,  with  modifications,  from  the  46 
and  47  Vict.  c.  51,  s.  49.  They  are  conceived  to  be  necessary  in  order 
to  obtain  evidence  of  the  true  facts  in  any  case. 

It  may  be  suggested  that  in  the  proviso  to  section  21,  sul>«ection  (iii), 
Christinas  boxes  ought  to  be  included  with  vales,  etc.  To  this  there  are 
two  answers.  In  the  first  place  Christmas  boxes  are  often  mere  bribes  ; 
as,  e.g.,  in  a  case  re  Heller  before  the  Official  Receiver  in  Bankruptcy 
for  Manchester  (see  Maiichester  Guardian,  November,  1898),  where  one 
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of  the  bankrapts  gave  to  the  miuiBger  of  a  bank  "  a  case  of  various 
apiriu,  wines,  and  champagne  (tie),  and  also  a  box  of  cigars,  which  " — 
be  wrote  to  the  manager — "  please  accept  as  a  Christmas  present.  I 
trust,"  he  added,  "  that  you  will  be  able  to  go  over  with  me  to  London 
sometime,  when  I  shall  be  glad  to  buy  you  the  drawing-room  suite  to 
your  taste,  which  you  wOl  kindly  accept  as  a  present."  (See,  for 
instances  of  Christmas  boxes  being  enforced  as  blackmail.  Report 
LCC,  Appendix  A,  paragraphs  14,  31.)  In  the  next  place,  tradesmen 
in  soine  trades  and  localities  have  formed  combinations  against  these 
Christmas  boxes,  and  it  is  submitted  that  these  efforts  deserve 
encouragement.  (See  letter  of  Mr.  Sanderson,  Secretary  of  the 
"  National  Association  of  British  and  Irish  Millers,"  Timet,  December 
17th  \tii)8,  and  the  advertisement  of  the  master  bakers  and  con- 
fectioners of  Clevedon  and  district — Bristol  papers,  December,  1898.) 

Interpretation  clause,  sub-section  3. — The  words  "  forbearance  to 
demand  any  money,  etc.,"  deserve  especial  notice.  One  of  the  very 
worst  forms  of  bribery  is  the  loan  of  money  and  the  forbearance  to  call 
it  in  unless  and  until  the  borrower  becomes  honest  and  ceases  to  do 
the  wishes  of  his  briber.  (See  Report  L.C.C.,  Appendix  A.,  para- 
graph 26.) 

Interpretation  clause,  eub-section  6. — For  the  necessity  of  this 
explanation,  see  the  statements  in  Report  L.C.C.,  Appendix  A, 
paragraphs  8,  17,  38,  from  which  it  appears  the  levy  of  blackmail 
sometimes  extends  to  "the  boy  who  takes  in  the  manufacturer's  card 
to  the  buyer,"  and  that  experiments  in  dyeing  are  sometimes  delibe- 
rately spoiled  to  extort  a  bribe. 

As  regards  the  interpretation  clause,  section  21,  sub-section  (ix), 
the  definition  of  courts  of  summary  jurisdiction  in  Ireland  will  be  found 
to  correspond  with  timt  in  the  C^Drrnpt  Practices  Act,  1883,  section 
69,  and  as  regards  England  with  section  64  o£  the  same  Act. 

If  it  should  be  suggested  that  no  prosecution  ought  to  be  allowed 
ander  this  legislation  except  with  the  consent  of  the  Attorney- General, 
as  is  the  case  in  the  Public  Bodies  Corrupt  Practices  Act,  1889,  it  is 
submitted  that  the  cases  are  entirely  different ;  that  in  the  case  of  public 
bodies,  the  representative  of  the  Crown,  i.e.,  the  representative  of  the 
public,  is  the  proper  person  t«  intervene ;  whereas,  under  the  present 
Bill,  private  as  well  as  public  wrongirs  are  dealt  witJi.  If  any  fetter  be 
required,  it  might  be  suggested  that  a  power  should  be  given  to  the 
Attorney-General  to  stay  proceedings,  on  its  being  shown  to  his  satis- 
faction that  the  alleged  offence  was  of  a  trivial  and  exceptional  char- 
acter, BO  that  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  make  it  the  subject  of  a 
prosecution.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  submitted  that  the  great  diffi- 
culty of  working  the  Act  will  consist  in  the  scarcity  of  evidence,  and 
that  attempts  to  put  the  Act  in  force  ought  to  be  encouraged  in  the 
hope  of  breaking  up  the  conspiracy  of  silence  as  well  as  of  fraud  which 
now  exists. 

It  is  proposed,  if  the  Bill  should  become  law,  that  its  operation 
shall  not  be  immediate,  in  order  that  its  provisions,  before  being 
enforceable,  should  become  widely  known. 
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Fire  Brigades. 


A  Bill  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  Fire  Briji^ades  and  for  other 
parpoaea,  prepared  and  brought  in  by  Mr.  Pym  (C),  Mr.  Birrell  (L), 
Mr.  Brookfield  (C),  Mr.  Clare  (C),  Mr.  Malcolm  (C),  Lorf  Alwyne 
Compton  (0),  Mr.  Buncombe  (C).  Mr.  Heath  (C),  and  Mr.  H,  D 
Greene  (C),  read  a  first  time  on  February  10th,  and  diacussed  (on 
second  reading)  and  withdrawn  on  April  12th. 

The  object  of  this  Bill  is  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  fire 
brigades  throughout  the  country  by  the  following  means  :— 

Every  fire  brigade  is  to  make  a  return  annually  to  the  Local 
Goverament  Board  of  its  name  and  address,  and  the  names  of  its 
chief  officer  and  secretary. 

Inspectors  are  to  be  appointed  by  the  Local  Government  Board, 
to  annually  inspect  the  stat«  and  efficiency  of  fire  brigades  and  fire 
appliances,  and  report  thereon  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 
Copies  of  such  reports  are  to  be  supplied  to  the  several  county 
councils,  oto. 

The  inspectors  are  to  bo  paid  by  the  county  councils  and  county 
boroughs  out  of  tne  county  funds  in  proportion  to  their  respective 
rateable  values. 

Certificates  may  be  granted  by  the  Local  Government  Board  to 
efficient  brigades. 

Kach  county  council  is  to  have  power  to  call  upon  any  local 
authority  within  its  administrative  area  to  exercise  the  statutory 
powers  already  existing  with  regard  to  the  establishment  and  main- 
tenance of  a  fire  brigade,  if  it  shall  appear  from  such  reports,  or 
otherwise,  that  such  powers  have  not  been  duly  exereised,  and  in 
default  of  compliance  to  complain  to  the  Local  Government  Board, 
who  shall  have  power  to  enforce  the  exercise  of  such  powers. 

Section  3  of  the  Uniforms  Act,  1894,  is  to  extend  to  the  uaifonn  of 
certificated  brigades  which  is  to  be  approved  by  the  Local  Government 
Board. 

The  Act  is  not  to  extend  to  Scotland  or  Ireland,  nor  to  the  county 
of  London,  nor  to  county  boroughs,  nor  to  any  district  comprised  in 
any  private  or  local  Act  having  reference  to  the  maintenance  of  a  fire 
brigade,  nor  to  brigades  maintained  by  private  individuals  or  com- 
panies at  their  own  expense  for  the  exclusive  protection  of  their  own 
property,  unless  expressly  adopted  by  such  individual  or  company. 

Evicted  Tbkantb  (Ireland)  Rkinstatembnt, 
A  Bill  to  provide  for  the  Reinstatement  of  certain  Evicted 
Tenants  in  Ireland,  prepared  and  brought  in  by  Mr.  O'Malley  (N), 
Mr.  Davitt  (N),  Mr.  O'Kelly  (P),  Sir  Thomas  Esmonde  (N),  Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy  (N),  Mr.  WUliam  Abraham  (N),  Mr.  Thomas  Curran 
(N),  Mr.  Field  (P),  and  Mr.  Kilbride  (N),  read  a  first  time  on 
February  10th  and  refused  a  second  reading  on  April  13tb  by  167 
to  69. 

The  Bill  enacts  Section  13  of  the  Irish  Land  Act  of  1891. 
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In  tbe  caae  of  tenAnciea  detennined  since  May  Ist,  1899,  the  land- 
lord or  former  tenant,  or  both,  are  within  twelve  monthB  of  tiie  passing 
of  the  Act,  to  apply  to  the  Land  Commisaion  to  act  aa  arbitrators  with 
a  view  to  the  reinstatement  of  the  former  tenant  on  the  holding  or  with 
a  view  to  the  purchase  of  the  holding  by  the  former  tenant.  The 
Land  Commission  may  order  the  tenant  to  be  reinstated  at  a  rent,  or 
may,  with  the  consent  of  the  landlord,  order  that  the  holding  shall  be 
sold  to  the  former  tenant,  and  may  order  an  advance  for  this  purpose 
of  the  sale  in  like  manner  as  if  an  ^reement  had  been  made  under 
Section  13  of  the  Purchase  of  Land  (Ireland)  Act,  1891 ;  the  expression 
"  former  tenant  "  to  includi)  the  heir  or  personal  representative  as  the 
case  may  be  of  the  former  tenant. 

The  Land  Commissioners  are  empowered  to  advance  money  for 
rebuilding  and  other  purposes  ;  a  sum  of  .£250,000  to  be  charged  on  the 
Irish  Church  Temporalities  Fund. 


POINTS    FROM    THE    PAPERS. 


From  the  Daily  Chronicle,  April  2&ih,  ise9. 

"Then  came  a  curious  intervention.  Mr.  Chamberliun  jumped 
up  in  front  uf  a  whole  row  of  London  Unionist  members,  aU  burn- 
ing to  epeak.  and  attacked  Lord  Edmond  in  the  most  bitterh' 
partisan  fashion.  He  was  surprised — Ijord  Edmood  was  a  Liberal, 
and  jet  he  'objected  to  on  annual  appeal  to  the  electorate — his 
experience  was  that  it  was  a  great  success— it  prevented  the  inter- 
vention of  the  party  machine— and  so  forth.  A  moment  after,  and 
he  must  have  been  sorry  he  hod  spoken.  Mr.  McKenna  had  been 
studying  a  copy  of  Hansard — that  fatol  book  !— and  now  jumped 
up  to  quote  a  passage  from  Mr.  Chamberlain's  speech  in  the  County 
Council  debates  of  1868  on  this  very  point.  '  I  happened  to  light 
upon  this  passage,' he  said— ' Frequent  appeals  to  the  electorate  — 
this  was  the  gist  of  it—' encourage  the  caucus  and  the  party 
machine.'  A  shout  of  laughter  from  the  Opposition  as  the  fatu 
words  came— and  Mr.  Chamberlain  was  on  his  feet  in  a  moment, 

Sle  and  keen,  pressing  for  an  opportunity  to  explain.  Mr. 
cKenna  gave  way.  '  The  circumstances,'  said  Mr.  Chamberlain, 
'were  totally  different — that  was  an  appeal  to  the  same  districts— thin 
is  to  different  wards.'  A  chorus  of  expostulation  met  these  revealing 
words,  showing  in  a  ftssli  Mr.  Chamberlain's  total  ignorance  of 
London  government.  If  I  mistake  not,  a  slight  smile  crept  over 
Mr.  Balfour's  lips — very  slight,  but  still  a  smile.  "Not  stall,'  said 
Mi.  McEenua,  '  the  election  is  in  the  same  wards — so  many  in  each. ' 
Mr.  Chamberlain  now  realised  his  mistake,  and,  to  his  credit  be  it 
said,  did  not  attempt  to  make  his  blunder  worse  by  sticking  to  it. 
'I  beg  your  pardon,'  he  said,  'I  was  wrong,'  and  sat  down  in 
silence,  fairly  Deaten.  Mr.  McKenna  should  be  a  proud  man  ;  few 
have  ever  heard  such  a  confession  from  Mr.  Chamberlain." 
This  is  certainly  an  incident  to  be  placed  on  record  j  oddly  enough 
it  is  not  reported  in  the  Times. 
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From  the  Times,  .ii»-it  IIKA,  1899, 

"  If  ve  are  to  judge  by  the  tone  of  the  speech  rectintly  made  by 
Lord  Codngaa  to  a  deputAtion  of  the  Corporation  of  Dublin,  he 
coutemplAtea  releasing  men  now  in  penal  servitude  for  complicity 
in  the  Phoenix  Park  murdera.  It  is  to  be  hoped  he  «rUl  psuae 
before  taking  such  a  stop. 

"  The  general  policy  of  the  Government  in  Ireland,  their  conduct 
in  regard  to  vaccination,  and  their  attitude  to  other  matters  have 
sorely  tried  the  patience  of  their  supportora.  Many  of  them  aT« 
beginning  to  feel  that  the  fortunes  of  the  Empire  would  be  safer  in 
the  hands  of  Lord  Rosebery  and  Sir  Edivard  Grey  than  in  those  of 
Lord  Salisbury  and  some  o(  his  leading  colleasuei.  That  feelii^ 
will  spread  till  it  leads  to  revolt,  if  not  in  the  House  of  Commona, 
certainly  in  the  constituencies,  if  the  Government,  having  pandered 
to  obacurantLsm  and  treason,  make  light  of  crime." 

This  is  the  perturbed  letter  of  "  An  Old  Whig." 


Fiwn  the  Homing  Post,  April  2otk,  1899. 

"  By  passing  Sir  William  Walrond'a  motion  for  a  freeh  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  Old  Age  Pensions  Question,  Hinisten 
have  merely  fultilled  a  promise  given  by  Mr.  Chamberlain  more 
than  a  month  ago.  The  new  committee  is  to  consist  of  no  less  than 
seventeen  members,  a  fact  of  itself  sufficient  to  guarantee  disagree- 
ment. It  is  apparently  to  go  over  all  the  ground  which  hns  been 
traversed  by  Commission  or  Committee  durin;;  the  last  six  years. 
Those  who  have  regretfully  watohed  the  plough  passing  over  the 
sands  in  one  direction  will  therefore  now  have  the  privilege  of 
observing  its  course  as  it  traverses  them  in  the  other.  Ministen 
appear  to  be  actuated  by  an  unpleasant  fear  of  certain  proposals  or 
promises — whichever  they  like  to  call  them — made  on  this  nuitlier 
at  the  last  General  Election.  As  for  the  difftrence  btUaren  a  prvpomA 
and  a  pi'vmiM,  ti'hich  Mr,  CliambeHain  expl-iiiied  icith  labiirwMi 
»<lptrJliiUy  iaxt  night,  ^re  art  not  anxuna  to  aiacius  it.  A  propoaat 
OH  aiKh  a  matter,  p'U  btfurt  iytiorant  men  ao  that  a*  a  matltr  offtKt 
it  looki  to  tliem  like  a  promltf,  is  worte  than  a  promise  direr-t.  A 
bone  dangled  over  a  dog's  tioae  vtUl  mnke  him  tnort   excited  than  a 

C' Ke  of  meat  throtm  to  him  OHce  for  ail  ;  and  Mr.  ChtimbrrlaiH  pro- 
Uy  knoim  this  a*  ledt  at  mott  people.  The  principal  members  who 
spoke  last  ni«bt  seem  to  have  forgotten  the  fact  on  which  they  all 
insisted — that  this  question  should  be  discussed  rather  as  one  of 
national  than  of  party  import.  Some  people  think  that  the  world 
would  not  be  much  more  miserable  than  it  is  if  the  question  were 
never  discussed  at  all  ;  but  this,  it  would  seem,  is  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. In  any  case,  we  are  sorry  that  so  much  of  last  evening  was 
wasted  on  personalities,  so  little  given  to  clear  discussion.  Hr. 
Lecky,  almost  alone  among  the  speakers,  reminded  the  House 
practically  of  one  of  the  great  drawbacks  to  any  general  scheme — 
the  fact  that  its  rewards  would  diminish,  and  would  indeed  be 
taken  out  of,  the  wages  of  workmen  of  advanced  years  We  hope 
that  the  new  committee  will  take  evidence  on  this  difficulty,  and 
that,  if  Ministers  are  going  to  act,  they  will  find  some  sort  of  solu- 
tion for  it.  In  the  uieantime  none  is  apparent." 
The  italics,  we  ought  to  add,  are  our  own.  We  hope  Mr,  Chamber- 
lain will  Appreciate  this  plain  speaking  from  his  Tory  friends. 
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From  ike  Wwrt.minafaw  Otizette,  April  24fA,  1899. 

"  Tt  u  quite  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  the  Primrose  Leaf^ue  is  a, 
nocietf  for  mere  junketing  and  conjuring  entertainments.  It  haa  a 
serious  political  mission,  and  Mr.  Lowlea,  M.P.,  has  been  explain- 
ing to  the  '  dames '  of  East  Anglia  what  are  their  duties  as  good 
Primrose  misaionera.  'It  was  their  duty,'  he  declared  at  Lowes- 
toft, *  to  take  the  opportunity  of  speaking  to  the  artisans  who 
came  to  paint  and  paper  the  house,  and  even  to  the  chimney- 
sweep.' If  this  notion  catches  on  amongst  the  Primrose  dames, 
the  League  will  become  highly  popular  amongst  the  artisans  men- 
tioned ;  for  most  of  them  are  paid  by  the  hour,  and  would  be  very 
willing,  no  doubt,  to  make  a  little  extra  time  by  knocking  off  their 
pointing  or  paper-hanging  to  listen  to  a  little  lecture  from  the  lady 
of  the  house.  The  picture  of  a  Ruling  Councillor— in  full  regalia, 
we  presume— sitting  down  to  instruct  the  chironey-swoep  upon 
matters  of  high  Imperial  concern  is  admirable  as  an  object-lesson 
in  political  devotion  to  duty." 
Certainly  a  very  nice  fancy  picture. 


From  the  Stoudatd,  Marrh  \Uh,  1899. 

"  Both  in  the  Elland  Division  and  at  Hythe,  where  the  Unionist 
candidates  were  returned  by  respectable  majorities,  we  should  have 
liked  to  see  rather  more  life  in  the  Unionist  ranks  than  there 
appeared  to  be.  They  seem  to  have  no  elasticity  in  them  at  the 
present  moment.  They  hold  their  own,  and  that  is  all.  But  that 
IS  not  enough.  If  such  Liberal  reserves  are  in  store  elsewhere  as 
came  to  the  support  of  Sir  Brampton  Gurdon,  the  Unionists  vrill 
hre  badly  at  the  next  General  Election,  unless  the  example  of 
Botherham  is  generally  followed,  and  the  registration  brings  new 
Uood  and  zeal  to  the  Unionist  cause." 
This  is  a  strange  misconception  of  what  happened  at  Elland,  where 

the  Liberal  majority  of  1899  was  three  times  that  of  1895.     But  the 

Standard  is  clearly  frightened  at  the  stationariness  of  the  Tory  polls 

everywhere — as  indeed  it  well  may  be. 


POINTS    FROM    SPEECHES. 


Lord  Charles  Beresford,  M.P.         Honse  of  Oommons,  April  14th,  1899. 
"As  he  had  lately  been  to  Wei-hai-wei,  the  committee  might, 
perhaps,  like  to  hear  his  views  as  a  naval  officer.     He  thought  it 
was  as  good  a  naval  base  as  they  could  have  any  where— that  was  to 
say.  if  it  was  made  into  a  proper  and  efBcient  naval  base." 

From  the  TIMES,  April  \Sth,  1399. 
Fancy  going  all  the  way  to  China  to  find  oat  that ! 
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The  Dnke  of  Devonshire. 

"  He  had  no  doubt  they  would  like  tu  hear  from  a  Miniater  of 
the  Crown  aometbing  about  the  Government's  policy  in  China.  He 
might  tell  them  that  the  Government  were  waiting  tu  hear  whafc 
should  be  the  result  of  the  nuesion  which  had  been  organised  by 
the  Chunbera  of  Commerce  to  inquire  into  Chinese  policy,  and 
were  impatient  for  the  report  from  the  distinguished  officer  whom 
thej  sent  out." 

Fiwii  the  Times,  April  ^Oth,  1898. 

It  seeme  an  odd  thing  that  the  Government  Bhould  be  bo  dread- 
fnlly  dependent  npOD  Iiord  Charles  Beresford  ! 


Ht-  Wardle  (Editor  of  "  KiOlway  Review.") 

Birminghun,  April  Ist,  1899. 
"The  railway  companies  had  tortured  the  figures  which  they 
had  supplied  to  the  Board  of  Trade.  They  said  that  during  1897 
only  nineteen  men  were  killed  in  actually  coupling  and  uncoupling 
waeone,  but  they  forgot  to  tell  the  public  that  there  were  seventy- 
eight  killed  in  other  shunting  opecationa.  There  was  no  doubt 
that  almost  all  the  lives  of  these  men  were  sacrificed  because  of  the 
absence  of  automatic  couplings.  Then,  492  men  were  injured  in 
coupling  and  uncoupling,  and  1,908  injured  in  other  shunting 
operations.  From  1888  to  1897  no  fewer  than  1,277  men  wore 
killed  in  shunting  operations,  and  17.093  were  injured.  There 
were  about  19,000  goo<is  guards  and  shunters,  and  it  ws8  estimated 
that  every  fourteen  yeara  the  whole  number  was  either  killed  or 
injured.  The  returns  supplied  by  the  railway  companies  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  did  not  put  down  a  man  aa  kilted  unless  he  was 
actually  killed  on  the  spot.  If  he  was  injured  and  lay  in  hospital 
some  days  or  weeks,  and  then  died  of  his  injuries,  such  a  man  was 
not  ' killed,'  but  'injured.'  The  whole  statistics  of  the  railway 
companies,  therefore,  were  vitiated  by  this  fact.  There  were  in 
this  country  about  400,000  private  owners'  wiwons,  and  if  there 
was  any  stock  on  the  railways  that  was  in  a  backward  state  it  vraa 
that  of  the  private  owner.  This  stock  caused  probably  more 
accidents  than  that  of  the  railway  comi>anieB.  No  returns  whatever 
of  accidents  in  private  sidings  or  private  railways  were  sent  to  the 
Board  of  Trade.  If  a  man  was  injured  or  killed  in  a  private  siding 
the  Board  of  Trade  knew  nothing  about  it.  The  coupling-stick, 
about  which  so  much  had  been  said,  was  the  old  man's  friend,  but 
the  young  man's  folly.  In  some  cases  they  were  the  moat  serious 
source  of  injury.  It  had  been  variously  estimated  that  the  cost  of 
alt«ring  the  present  couplings  would  be  from  seven  to  ten  milliona 
sterling.  The  cost  of  the  American  coupler  was  £3  per  truck,  and, 
taking  the  number  of  wagons  in  running  order  at  one  million,  the 
alteration  would  mean  three  million  pounds  instead  of  seven  or  ten 
millions." 

Front  the  TlHES,  April  3rd,  1899. 

This  is,  indeed,  a  strong  indictment  of  the  Qoyemment's  acti<» 
over  the  Railway  Regulation  Bill. 
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Goverament   Blue  Books  and  Returns- 


„  Fapere  relatinx  to  the  affaire  of  China. 

Chika.  (\»99.     No.  l.J     Price  Is.  6d. 

The  China  Blue  Book  resumes  the  history  of  the  affairs  of  China 
from  tlie  cession  of  Port  Arthur  to  Russia,  and  gives  to  the  world  for 
the  first  lime  the  full  story  of  Wet-hai-wei.  It  throws  further  light 
upon  the  very  obscure  subject  ot  "spheres  of  influence"  (or  "interest"^. 
A  lai^e  part  of  it  is  concerned  with  what  Lord  Salisbury  calls  the 
"  battle  of  concessions,"  which  largely  centres  round  the  Pekin- 
Hankow  railway— the  Newchwang  railway  dispute  being  studiously 
left  out  of  account.  It  concludes  with  the  story  of  the  Palace  revolu- 
tion, which,  though  of  considerable  personal  interest,  seems  to  possess 
no  very  great  immediale  political  significance. 

(i)  Wei'hai-vxi. — It  becomes  clearer  than  ever  that  Wei-hai-wei 
was  not  demanded  from  China  "  upon  its  merits,"  but  simply  as  the 
moMt  obvious  and  showy  counterpoise  to  Port  Arthur,  Sir  Claude 
Macdonald  only  succeeded  in  obtaining  it  by  a  series  of  direct  and 
absolutely  undisguised  threats  addressed  to  the  Yamen. 

"  I  said  that  the  situation  and  the  strongly-stirred  feelings  of  the 
English  people  did  not  permit  delay,  and  I  must  insist  on  a  definite 
answer  either  that  afternoon  or  within  two  days'  time. 

"  On  this  the  minister  broke  out  into  angry  remonstrances,  declar- 
ing that  it  was  intolerable  to  expect  so  serioua  a  question  to  be  decided 
in  a  few  days'  consideration." 

He  intimated  that  in  the  event  of  a  refusal  "the  Admiral     . 
would  soon  be  at  Chusan,  and   the  matter  would  then  be  out  of  his 
hands."      After    "  loud   protestations  against  such    language,"    and 
persistent  struggles  on  the  part  of  the  .Yamen  to  attach  conditions  to 
the  cession,  he  finally  obtained  an  unqaali&ed  cousent  to  his  demand. 

Even  after  the  transaction  was  completed  the  Foreign  Office  was 
only  able  to  obtain  the  very  scantiest  information  from  the  Admiralty 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  harbour  (Hay  12th),  and  in  consequence 
an  immediate  survey  was  ordered  to  ascertain  what  sort  of  a  possession 
the  country  had  acquired  (May  13th^.  Mr.  Balfour  was,  however,  so 
satisfied  of  its  worthlessness  except  as  a  naval  base,  that  he  gave  a 
spont«neoua  undertaking  to  Qermany  not  to  build  any  railway  in  the 
hinterland. 

(ii)  Port  Arthur  anaTalien-uxm. — Two  points  of  friction  immediately 
arose  with  Boseia.  Explicit  assurances  had  been  given  to  us  that  the 
Russian  occupation  should  not  interfere  with  our  treaty  rights.  The 
Russian  Chargi  eT  Affaire*  at  Fekin  nevertheless  issued  a  regulation 
making  it  obligatory  on  foreigners  proceeding  to  Port  Arthur  and 
Talien-wan  to  have  passports  viaM  by  Russian  ofGcials.  A  protest 
was  at  once  entered,  and  on  May  30tb  the  regulation  was  repudiated  at 
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St.  Petersburg.  It  was  pointed  out,  however,  that  passports  were  still 
required,  though  the  Russian  vis4  was  optional  (June  I3th).  Under 
further  prenaure  from  our  Ambassador,  Count  Mouravieff  promised  to 
dispense  with  passports  at  Tatien-wan  as  soon  as  a  proper  civil 
administration  was  organised — but  declined  to  make  anj  such  con- 
cession in  regard  to  Fort  Arthur. 

On  June  3rd  the  alleged  text  of  the  Russian -Chinese  agreement 
was  published  ia  the  Ttmat.  Article  VI.  provided  that  Port  Arthur 
should  be  closed  to  ships  of  war  except  those  belonging  to  Russia  or 
China.  Lord  Salisbury  at  once  protested  that  this  was  contrary 
both  to  Great  Britain's  treaty  rights  and  to  Russia's  previous  engage- 
ments. Count  MouraviefTs  reply  was  characteristic  (June  13th). 
He  declined  either  to  admit  or  to  deny  the  accuracy  of  the  text.  All 
he  would  say  was  that  Russia's  engagements  would  be  kept. 

(iii)  Spheres  of  /n/itstwes.— Another  point  which  the  Blue  Book 
places  beyond  dispute  is  that  Mr.  Balfour,  at  the  time  of  the  cession 
of  Wei-hai-wei,  gave  away  to  Germany  our  rights  to  equality  of 
treatment  in  Shantung,  without  the  least  attempt  to  obtain  any  quid 
pro  quo.  This  is  all  the  more  remarkable,  seeing  that  in  one  of  his 
despatches,,  in  which  he  refers  to  the  British  pledge  not  to  make  a 
railway  to  Wei-hai-wei,  he  intimates  that,  though  he  is  prepared  to 
make  this  concession  for  nothing,  any  further  and  wider  admission  of 
Germany's  claims  "  would  ckarly  involve  some  reciprocal  arrange- 
ment "  (April  6th). 

What  is  the  precise  value  to  us  of  the  Chinese  promise  not  to 
alienate  any  port  of  the  Yang-tse  Valley  is  not  made  clear.  It  does 
not  seem  to  give  us  any  exclusive  or  even  preferential  rights  in  the 
matter  of  concessions,  similar  to  those  obtained  by  Ruasia  in  Man- 
churia, or  Germany  in  Shantung.  At  one  point  in  the  negotiations 
Germany  actually  maintained  that  "Great  Britain  not  having  occupied 
any  place  in  the  Yang-tse  region,  that  region  is  still  unreservedly  open 
to  German  enterprise"  (May  13th).  As  to  the  delimitation  of  the 
Anglo-German  spheres  of  influence,  it  was  ultimately  decided  that 
"a  friendly  understanding  in  each  case  as  it  arose  would  be  prefer- 
able" (August  30th).  How  Russia  and  France  regarded  our  claim  to 
the  Yang-tse  is  pretty  clearly  shown  by  the  history  of  the  Fekio- 
Hankow  Railway  concession. 

(iv)  The  Battle  of  Conceuiona. — Klao-chow,  Port  Arthur,  and 
Wei-hai-wei,  having  all  been  occupied,  and  various  spheres  of  influence 
(or  interest),  based  upon  more  or  less  vague  titles,  having  been 
acquired  (or  at  any  rat«  claimed)  by  the  various  Powers  concerned, 
the  next  phase  in  the  game  was  the  competition  for  concessions.  Lord 
Salisbury,  at  a  very  early  stage,  took  a  characteristically  pessimistic 
view  of  the  chances  of  Great  Britain.  On  July  13th  he  telegraphed 
to  our  ambassador  at  Fekin  : — 

"  It  does  not  seem  that  the  battle  of  concessions  is  going  well  for 
us,  and  that  the  mass  of  Chinese  railways,  if  they  are  ever  built,  will 
be  in  foreign  hands  is  a  possibility  that  we  must  face.      One  evil  of 


)  by  Google 


Mky,  IS9J.I  TUK   LIBIUIAL   MAUAZINE.  243 

this  is  that  no  orders  for  nuterials  will  come  to  this  country.    That 
ve  cannot  holp. 

"  The  other  evil  ia  that  by  differential  rates  and  privil^ea  the 
nuuiagera  of  the  railways  ma;  strangle  our  trade. 

"This  we  ought  to  be  able  to  prevent  by  pressing  that  proper 
provisions  for  eqaal  treatment  be  inserted  in  every  concession." 
Sir  Claude  Ma^^lonald  telegraphed   back   that  be  did  not  take   this 
gloomy  view — but  this  was  before  his  defeat  in  the  matter  of  the  Pekin- 
Hankow  railway. 

The  history  of  this  transaction  is  as  follows  : — The  railway  is  to 
proceed  from  Fekin  to  the  principal  centre  of  the  Yang-tse,  thus 
catting  into  the  heart  of  the  supposed  British  sphere.  The  original 
concessionaires  were  nominally  a  Belgian  syndicate — with  whom  a 
provisional  agreement  was  signed  in  1897.  On  May  26th  Lord 
Salisbury  became  suspicious  of  the  interest  displayed  in  the  scheme  by 
France  and  Russia,  and  tel^raphed  bis  alarms  to  Sir  Claude 
Macdonald.  He  reiterated  them  in  another  telegram  of  June  9th. 
On  June  17th  the  YamSn  assured  Sir  Claude  that  "no  negotiations 
had  been  entered  into  with  the  Russo-Chinese  Bank  for  financial 
assistance  in  connection  with  the  Fekin-Hankow  railway." 
On  June  30th  he  "  was  assured  by  the  Yam^n  in  the  most 
formal  manner  that  the  Russo-Chinese  Bank  was  not  in  any  way 
interested  in  the  Belgian  concession."  By  June  27lb  information 
came  from  Paris  that  the  Belgian  syndicate  was  really  Franco- 
Belgian.  On  that  date  the  contract  was  signed,  though  it  still 
remained  to  be  ratified.  On  July  20th  Sir  Claude  Uacdoaald 
telegraphed  that  the  Belgian  Minister  had  assured  him  that  "  the 
Russian  UovemmeDt  have  no  interest,  financial  or  otherwise,  in  the 
concession."  July  30th  brings  another  anxious  inquiry  from  Lord 
Salisbury.  Sir  Claude  Macdonald  has  "  no  information."  On  August 
6th  the  text  of  the  contract  leaked  out  in  a  Shanghai  newspaper.  It 
was  obscurely  worded,  but  it  contained  clauses  which  pat  the  practical 
control  of  ttie  line  into  the  hands  of  the  Russian  QovemmeDt  (through 
the  Russo-Chinese  Bank)  and  the  French  shareholders. 

Sir  Claude  acted  with  decision  and  promptitude,  but  the  Yam^n 
was  one  too  many  for  him.  He  at  once  protested  to  the  YamSn.  The 
Yam€n  assured  him  that  if  the  effect  of  the  clauses  was  such  as  he 
described  the  contract  should  not  be  ratified.  Hearing  on  the  9th 
that  they  were,  nevertheless,  under  pressure  from  Li-Hung-Chang 
about  to  go  back  on  their  word,  he  addressed  an  urgent  remonstrance 
to  them  by  letter.  They  returned  an  evasive  reply,  and  on  August 
13tb  hurriedly  ratified  the  contract. 

Kothing,  of  course,  could  now  be  done,  except  punish  the  YamSn  for 
this  flagrant  breach  of  faith.  An  ultimatum  was  put  into  Sir  Claude's 
hands  and  the  fleet  was  concentrated.  The  ambassador  then  met  the 
Yani&n,  and,  having  severely  rated  them  for  their  unscrupulous  pro- 
ceedings, insisted  ou  all  concessions,  for  which  British  syndicates  were 
then  negotiating,  being  immediately  granted  on  terms  not  less  favour- 
able than  those  of  the  Franco- Belgian  concession.     This  was  done  and 
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a  bAComing  apology  was  mode.  The  Newohwang  Railway  was  specially 
excluded  from  this  demand — no  doubt  owint;  to  the  tendaacy  of 
negotiations  with  Russia. 

The  apology  of  the  YamSa  was  promised  on  September  3rd  ;  on 
September  7th  it  was  formally  made.  On  September  8th  Li-Hung- 
Chang,  who  had  taken  an  active  part  in  procurii^  the  ratification 
of  the  Franco- Belgian  concession,  was  dismissed  from  otfice.  Od 
September  22nd  occurred  the  Palace  revolution,  which  b  the  last 
subject  of  interest  dealt  with  in  the  Blue  Book. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  history  of  the  Newchwang  Railway 
contract  still  remains  to  be  revealed. 


Statistics  of    the    Proceedings   in    County 

The  Wobkubn's      Courts    in    England    and    Wales    under    the 
CoHPENSATiON  Act.    Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  1897,  and  the 
Employers'  Liability   Act,    1880,   during    the 
year  1898.     [C— 9251.]     Price  2Jd. 

The  return,  techniciilly  from  July  1st  to  December  31st,  1898,  in 
reality  really  covers  a  much  shorter  period.  The  right  to  compensation 
accrued  only  with  regard  to  accidents  happening  on  and  after 
July  Ist.  It  was  only  at  an  interval  after  that  date  that  disputed 
cases  could  come  to  trial  or  arbitration,  and  in  most  cases  thei-e  was 
further  delay  before  decisions  were  given.  Therefore  "to  regard  the 
tables  as  representing  three  months'  working  of  the  Act  would  probably 
not  be  veiy  far  from  the  mark."  As  yet  no  comparison  can  be  made 
between  the  numbers  of  cases  dealt  with  under  this  Act  and  under  the 
Employers'  Liability  Act,  but  in  future  returns  comparisons  will  bo 
made  as  far  as  possible.  It  is  shown  that  the  number  of  cases  under 
the  latter  Act  had  not  been  sensibly  affected  up  to  the  end  of  the  yeai-. 

In  County  Courts  130  cases  had  been  settled  up  to  I>ecember  Slst 
last — 104  by  the  Judge's  award,  eight  by  an  arbitrator's  award,  and 
eighteen  by  acceptance  of  money  paid  into  Court.  Other  cases  to 
the  number  of  forty-eight  were  withdrawn,  settled  out  of  Court,  or 
"otherwise  disposed  of."  In  101  out  of  the  130  cases  the  decision  was 
for  the  plaintiff.  In  thirty-eight  cases  compensation  was  awarded  on 
account  of  death,  the  average  award  being  just  over  ;£200. 

Another  table  relating  to  agreements  and  informal  arbitrations  is 
admittedly  incomplete.  It  professes  to  give  the  number  of  cases  in 
which  memoranda  wero  registered  in  the  County  Courts,  and  shows 
which  of  these  cases  were  settled  by  agreement,  which  by  committee, 
which  by  arbitrator  ^;reed  oo  by  the  parties.  Of  the  coses  which  come 
into  the  return,  1 62  were  settled  by  agreement,  nine  by  committee,  and 
two  by  an  agreed  arbitrator.  As  already  pointed  out,  these  tigures 
represent  only  a  very  small  proportion  of  the  agreements  under  the  Act, 
and  of  the  decisions  of  committees  and  informal  arbitrators. 
Apparently  it  is  not  considered  necessary  in  moat  cases  to  go  to  the 
trouble  of  registering  memoranda. 
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The  foHowing  are  the  Home  Office  comments  on  the  statistics  ; — 

la  coDcluaion,  it  should  again  be  stated  that  the  most  serious  mistake 
that  could  be  made  with  regard  to  these  returns  is  to  unasine  that  the  oases 
which  come  before  the  County  Courts  represent  any  considerable  proportion 
of  the  canea  in  which  compensation  is  claimed  or  paid  under  the  Act.  There 
ia  a  concurrence  of  testimony  that  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  the  full 
compHinsatioD  allowed  by  the  Act  is  given  without  question,  hut  un- 
fortunately no  figures  can  be  obtained  which  even  approximately  represent 
the  actual  {layiuents.  The  Home  Office  Committee,  which  reported  in  the 
end  of  1897  on  the  question  of  the  appointment  of  medical  referees,  as  the 
result  of  a  careful  examination  of  all  available  statistics  of  accidents,  both 
official  and  uoii-olficial,  and  of  comparison  with  the  German  accident  rates, 
eKtimatcd  the  annual  number  of  accidents  in  England  and  Wales  for  which 
compensation  would  be  payable  as  between  120,000  and  150,000.  Taking 
the  lower  fiuures,  this  would  give  30,000  as  the  number  of  cases  of  accident 
within  the  Act  in  a  period  of  three  months. 

Even  if  the  total  number  of  cases  for  the  period  covered  by  the  return 
were  put  so  low  as  20,000,  the  number  of  cases  carried  to  the  County  Court 
(178)  would  still  be  considerably  less  than  1  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  and  even 
of  these  some  were  taken  to  the  Court  not  to  dispute  payment,  but  to  settle 
the  question  of  the  person  to  whom  the  payment  should  be  made. 

However  far  the  figures  just  quoted  may  be  from  an  accurate  estimate  of 
the  total  number  of  cases,  they  may  perhaps  serve  to  show  that  the  vecy 
small  number  of  litigated  cases  must  not  be  taken  as  any  measure  of  the 
number  of  those  in  which  compensation  has  been  paid  under  the  Act. 

This  lesson  is  also  enforced  by  the  returns  from  some  of  the  districts. 
The  County  Court  district  of  Stokesley  and  Guisborouj^h  appears  to  be  the 
only  district  where  memoranda  of  agreements  were  generally  registered,  for 
though  a  considerable  number  were  r^st«red  also  in  Middlesbrough,  it  is 
not  clear  that  the  registration  was  general.  In  the  Stokesley  and  Guis- 
borough  district,  with  a  population  of  28,000,  chiefly  miners,  while  there 
were  no  litigated  cases  in  the  County  Court,  there  were  up  to  December  31st 
at  least  80  cases  in  which  compensation  was  paid  without  dispute  (78  by 
agreement  and  two  on  the  award  of  a  committee].  IE  it  could  be  assumed 
that  the  same  ratio  of  cases  to  populatiun  holds  throughout  England  and 
Wales,  this  would  give  against  178  litigated  cases  about  80,000  cases  in  which 
compensation  was  paid  by  agreement.  This  figure  is  of  course,  Coo  high  ;  in  a 
district  where  a  mining  populaticm  preponderates  the  proportion  of  accidents 
for  which  compensation  is  payable  under  the  Act  is  much  greater  than  in  the 
country  generally  ;  but  even  when  full  allowance  is  made  for  this  difference 
the  result  is  sufficiently  striking. 

Not  less  noteworthy  is  the  fact  that  in  some  of  the  largest  and  most 
populous  industrial  districte,  where  numerous  accidents  must  certainly  have 
occurred  in  the  employments  coming  within  the  Act,  not  a  single  litigated 
<sse  under  the  new  Act  had  up  to  December  31  been  taken  to  the  County 
Court  and  decided  either  by  the  judge  or  arbitrators.  Thus,  there  was  not 
one  case  from  the  mining  districts  of  Durham,  Consett,  and  Bishop  Auckland 
with  a  population  of  313,000.  nor  from  South  Staffordshire  with  a  population 
of  676,000,  nor  from  Plymouth  and  South  Devon  with  a  population  of 
480,000,  nor  from  Cornwall  with  a  population  of  314,000.  In  Bristol,  with 
■  popuLition  of  366,000,  there  was  only  one  case,  and  only  two  iu  the  circuit 
which  includes  Halifax,  BuddersSeld,  and  Dewsbury,  and  has  a  population 
of  682,000.  In  next  year's  return  it  will  be  desirable  to  include  a  table 
giving  statistics  of  appeals  under  the  Act.  It  will  also  be  desirable  to 
obtain  tables  for  Scothmd  and  Ireland  in  as  nearly  as  possible  the  same  form 
M  those  now  presented. 


)  by  Google 


346  THB  LIBERAL  MAOAZtltK.  (Hay.  UM. 

Rflport  by  her  Uajeaty's  Agent  and  Consnl- 
LoRD  Crokbr's        GtiDtiral  on  the  Fin&ncea,  Adrainistraiion,  and 
Report  on  Egypt.     Cundttioa  of  "E^ypt  und  the  Soudan  in  1898. 
Egypt,  No.  3  (1899.)     [C— 9231.]     Price  6d. 
The  Soudan. 

After  discussing  the  question  of  railway  comma  nications  Lord 
Cromer  says  : — 

"All  I  can  asj  is  that  when  access  to  the  Soudan  is  free  eTery  poesible 
facility  will  he  given  to  those  who  are  interested  in  the  matter  to  make  their 
owa  inquiries  and  form  their  own  judgments.  For  the  time  being  the 
Soudan  is  closed.  Even  that  portion  of  the  country  which  is  already  con- 
quered is  only  just  beginninK  to  settle  down  into  tisnq utility.  Some 
judicial  institutions,  even  although,  in  the  first  iniitance,  they  may  posoeas 
luany  imperfections,  have  M  be  established  before  Europeans  in  any  numbers 
can  reside  iu  the  country.  The  conditions  of  residence,  as  also  those  under 
which  trade  can  be  earned  on,  have  to  be  regulated.  On  this  latter  point 
all  I  need  say  at  present  is  that  it  is  in  the  highest  degree  improbable  that 
any  monopolies,  or  concessions  amounting  virtually  to  the  creation  of  a 
monopoly,  will  be  granted  to  any  individual  or  association.  .     . 

"ft  is  probable  that  the  area  of  luid  under  cultivation  in  the  Soudan 
admits  of  considerable  extension.  At  present  only  a  mere  fringe  on  either 
bank  i>f  tho  riv«r  is  cultivated,  the  water  being  supplied  by  water-wheala 
(sakios).  Even  this  fringe  has  considerably  decreased  in  extent  under  the 
withering  influence  of  Dervish  rule.  There  used  formerly  to  be  3,000  sakiaa 
between  the  Atbara  and  Khartoum.  I  was  informed,  on  the  occasion  of  my 
recent  visit,  that  there  are  now  not  more  than  seven^  ;  I  doubt  if  there  ore 
■o  many." 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  depopnlation  caused  by  the  mossacree  by  the 
Dervishes.  For  instance,  at  Metemmeb — once  containing  a  numerouB 
population— there  are  now  160  men  and  over  1,000  woraea  Wo  are 
a^kcd  to  remember  that  the  word  "College"  must  not  mislead  na.  All 
that  Lord  Kitchener  hopes  to  do  with  the  Gordon  College  i<  U>  "  give 
the  most  practical,  useful  education  possible  to  the  boys  for  their  future 
in  the  Soudan." 

Egypt  Proper. 

Lord  Cromer  has  very  encouraging  things  to  say  about  the  relative 
financial  prosperity  of  Egypt ; — 

"It  would  be  difficult  to  exaggerate  the  ruin  which  would  have  overtaken 
not  only  the  population  of  Egypt,  but  all  who  are  interested  in  Egyptian 
afiatra,  if  the  r^imt  at  the  pre-reforming  days  had  been  allowed  to  continue 
in  existence  but  a  few  years  longer.  It  so  happened  that  the  lualadminia- 
tration  of  the  past  reached  ita  zenith  shortly  before  a  great  fall  took  place 
in  the  price  of  all  agricultuiol  produce.  Improvements  in  the  system  of 
irri^cion  by  which  the  increased  quantity  produced  has  in  some  degree 
mitigated  the  effects  of  the  fall  in  price,  the  appreciable  fiscal  relief,  of 
whi^  the  details  are  given  above,  and  Eenerolly  the  substitutitm  of  a 
civilised  in  the  place  of  an  oppressive  and  semi -barbarous  admiuistrative 
policy  have  conjointly  enabled  Egypt  to  bear  the  strain.  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that,  but  for  these  changes,  the  Egyptian  Treasury  would 
before  now  have  been  hopelessly  insolvent,  and  that  the  condition  of  the 
people  would  have  been  in  all  respects  deplorable.  It  is  as  well  to  call 
attention  to  this  point,  for  it  ia  natural  that,  as  time  passea  by,  not  only 
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■hoold  tba  recollection  of  the  old  rAiime  fnde  away,  but  thnt  even  well- 
informed  E^ptinns  ahuuld  fail  to  recognise  fully  that,  but  for  the  roforma 
ot  recent  ye&ra,  the  buEferings  of  the  people  in  the  present  would  assuredly 
h«ve  been  far  greater  than  anything  which  they  experienced  in  the  past.  A 
Government  conducted  on  principles  such  as  Chose  which  prevailed  when  I 
first  became  acquainted  with  E^cyptian  aSairs  aome  tnenty>two  yeara  ago 
would,  ap«rt  from  other  defectM,  ha\e  heen  wholly  incapable  of  coping  with 
the  economic  crisis  produced  by  the  fall  of  prices  during  the  last  few  years. 
"In  spite,  however,  of  the  relatively  high  degree  of  prosperity  which  Egypt 
baa  Attained,  I  am  very  far  from  saying  that,  the  fiscal  systeni  is  perfect. 
Saeh  is  by  no  means  the  case.  Much  remains  to  be  done.  Mr.  Gorst  very 
trul;  remarks  in  hiH  note  on  the  estimates  for  tne  current  year  that  taxation 
ia  atiU  heavy,  even  if  the  burden  be  less  felt  now  than  in  the  ftast.  I  hope 
and  believe  that,  by  prudently  and  (jradnally  developing  the  resources  of  the 
country,  and  by  the  nuuntenance  of  constant  watchfulness  to  prevent  waste 
in  State  expenditure,  it  will  be  eventually  possible  to  adopt  measures  with 
a  view  to  a  further  relief  of  fiscal  hurdens. 

Sgypti&n  bnances  are,  however,  under  int«rnational  control — which 
very  tnaterially  increases  the  coat  of  administration.  In  fact,  Lord 
Cromer  estimates  that  internationalism  imposes  an  extra  charge  of 
£1,750,000  on  the  Egyptian  Treasury. 

Ia  education  there  is  continued  progress.  In  1S81  the  proportion 
of  paying  pupils  in  the  schools  was  5  per  cent. ;  in  1898  it  was  86  per 
cent.  A  veiy  remarkable  change  has  come  over  the  situation  with 
regard  to  the  study  of  the  English  language  in  Egyptian  schools. 
The  following  table  nhows  the  number  of  pupils  learning  English  and 
French  respectively  in  the  Government  schools  for  each  year  during 
the  last  decade  : — 

Year.  Enslish. 
Noe. 
...  1,063  . 
...  1,747  . 
...  2,032  . 
...  2,237  . 
...    2,4^1    . 

From  further  statistics  Lord  Cromer  draws  the  following  conclusions: 
"  1.  That  there  has  been  a  larite  aggregate  increase  in  the  attendance  at 
the  primary  schools,  and  that  it  is  more  especially  at  these  schools  that  the 
proportion  of  those  teaming  English  has  undergone  a  great  change ; 

"2.  That  there  has  been  some  diminution  in  the  aggregate  number  of 
pnpils  in  the  secondary  schools,  and  that,  although  the  percentage  of  those 
Uaming  English  has  risen  from  S6  to  41,  the  majority  of  the  pupils  in  these 
•choola  still  prefer  to  be  taught  in  French ; 

"3.  That  in  the  technical  schools,  where  the  aggregate  numbers  remain 
about  the  same,  the  proportion  of  those  learning  English  has  slightly 
increased  ;  and 

"  4.  That  in  the  professional  schools,  where  the  aggregate  attendance  has 
renuuiied  nearly  oonntant,  the  proportion  of  those  learning  English  has  risen 
from  22  per  cent,  to  49  per  eent." 

It  should  be  added  that  the  principle  adopted  has  been  one  of 
linguistic  free  trade ;  though  naturally  our  continued  occupation  has 
led  to  this  growth  in  the  use  of  the  English  language. 


French. 

Yew. 

English. 

Franch 

Nob. 

NCB. 

S.994 

189* 

..    2,669    . 

.    3,748 

3,199 

1895 

..     2,655    . 

.    3,417 

2,862 

1896 

..    2,800    . 

.    3,363 

2,6M 

1897 

..     3,038    . 

.    3,160 

2,686 

1898 

..     3,859     . 

.     1,881 
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■New  Publications. 


We  have  received  from  the  Women's  Local  Government  Society  s 
copy  of  "Women's  Work  on  London  Vestries,"  described  as  "a  short 
paper  read  by  Miss  Alice  E.  Bnsk,  member  of  the  vestry  of  St, 
Geoi^e-in-the- Martyr,  Southwark,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Women's  Local  Government  Society,  March  10th,  1899."  It  is  an 
interesting  account  of  Miss  Busk'e  work,  and  shows  the  useful  part 
which  women  can  play  in  local  government  and  administration. 


The  Ms^azines  for  May. 

The  Himktkbnth  Ckntubt  has  as  its  first  article  Th«  Bypocriaiei  of 
the  Peace  Cenferenee,  by  Mr.  Sidney  Low,  who  has  before  written 
in  the  same  strain.  Dr.  J.  N.  Reuter,  of  the  University,  Hel- 
singfors,  discusses  Smaia  in  Finland,  as  does  the  Rev.  Father 
R^er  TKe  Ethiet  of  War,  Profeasor  Goldvin  Smith  is  very 
concerned  to  insist  on  The  Failure  of  Party  Gov«mment,  whilst 
Mr.  Edmund  Robertson,  Q.C.,  M.F.,  states  with  much  clearness 
the  position  of  The  Church  of  En^nd  as  by  Lau)  EttabliaheO, 
and  Mr.  J.  W.  Cross  utters  Britith  Trade  in  1898 :  A  Warning 
Nole. 

Tbe  Contbupor.^by  Rbvibw  also  gives  firvt  place  to  the  Peace 
Rescript,  but  in  this  case  it  is  Mr.  Courtney  who  writes  on  The 
Approaching  Conference.  Mr,  Goldwin  Smith  has  an  article  here 
too  on  ImperUUism  in  the  United  States.  "Voces  Catholioe" 
asks  It  a  Caiholie  Univertity  Poteihle  f  and  Mr.  Augustine  Birrell, 
Q.C.,  M.P.,  reviews  the  recently-published  life  and  papers  of  Sir 
Robert  Peel.  Professor  Edward  Westermarck  writes  on  Finland 
and  the  Cxar,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Holmes  on  H(A\tveU  Inebrialet. 

The  Fobtmightly  Rbvibw  has  an  interesting  account  of  The 
Samoan  Crieie  and  lie  Catuea,  by  Mr.  John  George  Leigh.  Mr. 
R.  Nisbet  Bain  writes  on  FiTiland  and  the  Cxar,  Mr.  Harold 
Hodge  on  The  Teacher  Prdhm,  and  Miss  Gertrude  M.  Tuckwell 
on  A  Seventeen  Rtmrt'  Working  Day.  "  Diplomaticua  "  has  an 
article  with  the  gloomy   title   of    The    Vcmiihing  of  Univertal 

Tbb  Katiohal  Review  has  an  article  on  The  Coming  Crisis  in  the 
Tranavaai,  by  Mr.  Arnold  White.  Mr.  W.  J.  Stillman  disonssee 
ra«  BMigerent  Papacy.  "Ratepayer"  writes  on  Scenes  and 
SeandaU  in  London  Vestries,  and  Mr.  Mayson  M.  Beeton  (seeie- 
tory  of  the  Anti-Bounty  League)  on  The  Moral  of  the  Indian 
Countervailing  Duties. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


We  ftgain  invite  fttteutiou  to  the  fact  that  a  complete  list  of  the 
Re^tration  forms  issued  b;  the  Liberal  Publication  Departmeut  may 
be  had  free  oa  application  to  42,  Parliam«Dt-Btreet,  S.W.  The  forms 
are  printed  on  good,  substantial  paper,  and  are  supplied  in  books  of 
fifty  forms  at  Is,  64  per  book,  or  Is.  9d.  pntt  frw.  Sample  sets  of 
Begistratiott  fonns  may  be  obtained  for  1b.,  or  Is.  2d.  /xuf  /rM. 
Registration  Canvass  Books  are  supplied  at  4s.  6d.  per  100,  or  6s.  3d. 
posi  frft. 

The  following  three  new  leaflets  have  been  issued  by  the  Depart- 
ment during  the  past  month  : — No.  1801,  Fowr  Years  of  T'oryMtn, 
4  pp.,  price  4s.  6d.  per  1,000 ;  No.  1802,  Raivt  I  (showing  the  injustice 
of  the  present  system  of  rating),  2  pp.,  price  3s.  per  1,000 ;  and 
No.  1803,  lAbvraL  versus  Tory  Finance,  2  pp.,  price  3s.  per  1,000. 

An  interesting  36  page  pamphlet  on  The  Taxation  of  Land 
Yaiuta,  by  Mr.  Alfred  Billson,  M.P.,  has  juat  bera  issued  by  the 
Department,  price  Id.,  or  post  Jrie  from  42,  Parliament-street,  for  li^d. 
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(1)  Lord  Saltsbttry  on  the  Anglo-Ruwian  At^ement 

"As  U>  the  general  drift  of  the  agTeeineiit  ■  ■  ■  it  is  a  raJlwav  agrMi- 
ment  concerning  our  fielifs  of  operation  in  Cliina ;  and  wbile  EnEiaaid 
agrees  neither  t<i  undertake  nor  to  encourage  aoj  railway,  b;  English 
petKOQH  or  others,  nortli  of  the  (ireat  Wall,  Rtuwia,  on  the  other  hand,  has 
made  exactly  similar  atipntations  with  respect  lo  the  basin  of  the  Yang-lae- 
There  are  certMn  provisions  in  the  a(,Teement  with  respect  to  the 
railway  to  lie  mode  to  Niu-chwang,  aboat  wliicli  there  has  been  ho  much 
controverey,  and  our  interoHte  in  tliat  resi)ect  Are,  1  think,  entirely  pro- 
t«eted.  I  may  sa^  tlmt  I  am  very  anxious  not  to  appear  to  attocli  to  the 
particular  stipulations  of  thht  agreement  an  exaggerated  importance.  Bat 
I  attach  very  great  importance  to  the  agreement  iteelf,  as  a  sign  of  good 
feeling  between  tlie  Governments  of  (Jreat  Britain  and  Rnssia-  That  is 
veiv  much  to  be  desired  ;  and  what  is  ndll  more  to  be  denired  is  that  good 
feeling  shoahl  grow  np  between  the  Russian  and  English  peoples.  Bst 
this  particular  agreement  will  l>e  of  value  in  preventing  the  possihilitj  of 
"''-     •-■  -'     ' ■ --■...   - -  of  the  world  ; 


collision  between  the  two  (;ovemnient«  in  that  ili»tant  part 
and  therefore  it  is  a  gage  fur  their  future  agreement  for  a  long 
will,  I  trust,  lead  to  agreement  in  other  nialters." 
i-i)  Sir  H.  Hicks-Be&cli  on  the  National  Debt. 

"  I  say  that  it  would  be  wrong  to  impose  such  a  burden  on  the 
direct  taxpayer— a  limited  class,  a  comparatively  sma.ll  class,  when 
compared  with  the  whole  of  the  country —as  would  prevent  that  engine, 
iinpurtant  oh  it  is,  froni  working  with  real  and  thorough  efficiency  at  & 
great  time  of  need.  I  say  that  you  liave  no  right  to  do  what  you  really 
propose— namely,  to  impose  additional  direct  taxation  in  order  to  keep  Dp 
the  Rxed  Deht  cnarge  to  a  greater  amonnt  proportionately  to  the  amount 
of  Deht  than  it  bos  ever  been  at  before,  to  keep  that  up  and  increase  it 
automatically  cjuite  irrespective  of  the  possibility  of  buying  Consols,  or  of 
the  price  at  which  they  are  to  be  [inrchaseil." 

(3)  Sir  H.  Campbell-Baunennail  on  Peers  and  Elections. 

"  The  order  as  it  now  stood,  and  .  .  .  nowi-arricd  outond  obeyed,  if 
it  did  DO  }Wod  certainly  diil  no  barm  ;  while,  on  the  other  band,  if  it  were 
repealed  that  repeal  could  do  no  good  and  might  do  great  barm.  Admitting 
all  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  sairt  an  to  individual  instances  in 
which  peers  bail,  from  liis  point  of  view,  in  regard  to  the  order  infringed  it 
liy  action  prior  to  an  election  or  on  the  outskirts  of  an  election,  yet  still 
the  order  had  a  deterrent  eflect ;  but,  it  the  Honse  deliberately  took  action 
to  repeal  it,  it  would  he  taken  as  an  invitation  to  peers  to  henceforth 
concern  themselves  in  elections.  I'eers,  like  other  people,  hod  their 
{lolitical  opinions  and  the  right  to  express  tbeni,  but  they  had  means  of 
their  own,  and  he  did  not  think  it  a  desirable  thing,  bo  long  as  the  arrange- 
ment was  part  of  the  Constitndon,  that  peers  should  be  deliberately 
invited  to  concern  tbeniselves  in  the  election  of  members  to  the  House  of 
Commons." 

(4)  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bumemuui  on  the  Liquor  Traffic. 

"The  local  popular  power  was  the  keynote  of  this  legislation,  and  they 
were  reodv  for  it  in  Scotland.  He  was  l)ound  frankly  to  say,  although  he 
was  thereby  finding  fault  with  his  own  conductaa  a  member  of  the  Cabinet, 
that  he  thought  it  would  have  been  very  much  wiser  and  more  eRective  if 
the  late  Government  had  confined  their  action  in  this  matter  to  Scotland, 
and  brought  forward  a  local  veto  Dill  for  that  conntry,  where  the  people 
were  prepared  to  receive  it  and  would  \ie  glad  to  take  it.  Then,  when 
tliey  had,  as  he  believed  they  would  have  had,  the  favourable  experience 
of  some  years  in  Scotland,  tliey  might  have  trusted  to  some  inRuence  being 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  opinion  ol  England." 
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Ma7   I.— House  of  Lords.    The  Anglo-Russian  Agreement 

SUbement  by  (1)  Lord  Salisbury. 
Moneylending    Sill    passed   through  Com- 
mittee. 

House  of  Commons.   Old-Age  Pensions  Committee 

cuDstituted. 

FiTUtnCfi  Bin — Second  reading  debat«.  Speeches 
by  Sir  Henry  Fowler  and  (2)  Sir  M.  Hicks< 
Beach. 

Report  of  Supply  —  The  Education  Esti- 
mates. Speeches  by  Sir  John  Gorst,  Sir  H. 
Campbell-Bannerman,  and  Mr.  Balfour. 

„      2— House   of   Lords.    Board  of  Education  BUI 

passed  through  Committee. 

House  of  Commons.  Peers  and  Elections  Speeches 
by  Mr.  Balfour  and  (3)  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman. 
Finance  Bill  read  a  second  time  by  280  to  155 
(majority  125).  Speeches  by  Mr.  Courtney, 
Sir  W.  Harcourt,  and  Mr.  Goschen. 

Deputation  on  the  Wine  Duties  to  Sir  M.  Kicks- 
Beach. 

Merionethshire  By-Election  consequent  on  the  death 
of  Mr.  Thomas  EIHs  (L).  Unopposed  return 
of  Mr.  Owen  M.  Edwards  (L). 

Representation  unchanged. 

1892.  1895. 

E]]b(L)     ■    ■    •    -    5,175    I    Ellis  (L>    ■    ■    -    -    5,173 

Owen  (C)  -     -     -     -     1,937    |     Owen  (C)  -     -     -     -     2,232 

„     3. — House  of  Commons.      Mr.  John  Wilson's  (Oovan) 
Liquor  Traffic  Local  Veto  (Scotland) 

Bill  refused  a  second  reading  by  217  to  143 
(majority  7i).  Speeches  by  (4)  Sir  H.  Camp- 
bell-Bannerman and  the  Lord  Advocate. 

Liberation  Society— Annual  Meetings. 
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262  TBB  UBBBAL  MAOAZm. 

<1]  Lord  BossbaryoD  Seven-Dajr  Papen. 

"  I  have  the  happiness  to  own  the  friendnliip  of  tbe  two  praprietom 

wliose  papers  liave  recently  entered  into  rivalry  on  this  sabject,  and  I 
daresay  tliat  if  we  were  M  cut  tlieni  both  open  we  Hhould  find  that  n«ith«r 
of  tliem  very  much  cared  abont  this  extension  of  joumaliam.  Bnt  in  the 
fierce  competition  of  jonmatism  it  is  fonod  Jiecessar^  to  press  forwarder 
and  forwarder,  and  if  there  were  eiglit  or  nine  days  in  the  week  1  do  not 
doubt  that  they  would  invade  those  also.  What  1  would  ask  my  friends  is 
thiH — to  consider  whether  in  this  com[)etition  they  are  not  losing  more  thnn 
they  gain,  and  to  consider  wlietber  tbey  niight  not  between  them  arrive 
at  some  self-denying  ordinance,  a  truce  of  Uod,  which  would  release  both 
of  lliem  from  the  incnhusof  tlieir  seventh-day  prodnction.  We  newspaper 
readers  need  not  buy  the  papers  nnlesK  we  like  tbem.  I  am  not  a  wnt«r 
for  tbe  Prees,  and  I  clo  not  know  what  his  feelings  may  be  on  being  called 
upon  for  an  additional  article  for  tlie  seventh  day.  Bnt  I  feel  very 
strongly  that  tlioee  who  la1>onr  long  hours  in  distributing  papers,  those 
children  who  are  employed  in  distribnting  them,  have  a  right  to  claim  the 
privilege  of  one  day  of  rest  a  week." 

(2)  Lord  EOBobery  on  the  Liberal  Party. 

jntlenien,  as  an  onlooker,  1  cannot  help  seeing  that  the  Aw^y  of 


The  decay  of  Parliamentary  Liberalism  is  deplored  even  by  the  Govern- 
ment itHelf.  The  Government  itiielf  says,  and  rightly  so,  in  my  opinion, 
that  tlie  want  of  a  powerful  Opposition  u  a  ilisadvantage  Ui  the  Govern- 
ment. And  if  1  may  perhaps  say  so  in  a  disembodied  way,  1  would  say 
bow  heartily  1  congratulate  Sir  Henry  Campbell -Bannerman  on  the  way  in 
which  he  has  rallied  tbe  Opposition  to  Inmself  and  the  cordial  spirit  he 
has  spread  in  its  ranks.  Ana  yet  I  agree  with  the  Government  in  thinking 
that  tbe  want  of  a  more  powerful  ()i)position  is  a  real  loss  to  the  country 
at  large.  It  is  a  Iohh,  as  we  may  see  iroiii  one  simple  sij^.  The  decay  of 
Parliamentary  Liberalism  has  robbed  politics  of^  all  its  interest.  The 
hideous  political  apathy  which,  as  1  am  informed ,  reisus  at  this  moment 
is,  if  we  may  trace  it  home  to  its  cause,  niore  due  to  tbe  decay  of  Parlia- 
mentary Liberoliara— wliich,  rightly  or  wrongly,  we  say  is  the  soul  of 
C)litics — than  to  any  other  cause  whatever.  I  say  Parliamentary 
iberalism  because  1  have  never  doubts  for  one  moment  the  great  swelling 
of  Literalism  in  the  country.  I  ask  my  friends  who  have  separated  from 
the  Liberal  party  since  1886  on  one  ijuefltioa— I  beg  them  to  understand  that 
I  am  not  speaking  of  sectional  Liberalism — but  I  believe  that  tbe  swell  of 
Liberalism  was  never  so  strong  aa  now  in  the  country.  The  Liberal  spirit 
was  never  so  vigorous.  I  lulieve  that  the  nation  itself  was  never  so 
heartily,  so  consciously  to  some  extent,  in  sympathy  with  Liberal  aima. 
Well,  Mien,  you  may  ask  me,  if  tliat  be  so,  why  tliey  do  not  vote  Liberal. 
Well,  since  the  General  Election,  Ibey  have  vot«d  pretty  Liberal.  As  to 
tbe  General  Election  I  have  a  theory  of  my  own  ;  but  I  decline  to  state  it, 
because  1  do  not  want  to  spread  any  new  schisms  in  our  part)',  and  that 
secret  will  leave  me  only  with  my  life.  But  when  I  say  Liberalism  I  say 
quite  frankly  I  do  not  mean  sectional  Liberalism,  but  the  old  Liberal  spint 
which  existed  before  the  split  of  1886,  which  weakened  one  part  of  the 
party  and  led  the  other  part  to  associations  which,  I  may  say  ivithant 
impertinence,  it  may  some  time  find  distasUful.  As  I  said,  the  LibemJ 
sDirit  is  OK  powerful  in  the  coantry  an  it  ever  was.  In  fact,  the  nalJon  is 
always  essentially  bnt  moderatoly  Liberal.  The  nation  does  not  sympa- 
thise with  extremes,  whether  the  extreme  of  Toryism  or  the  extreme  of 
Socialism  ;  and  tlierefore,  as  it  does  not  wish  to  lie  left  behind  in  the  race 
with  other  nations,  as  it  does  not  wish  to  be  unprogrensive  or  in  any  degree 
outside  tbe  van  of  development,  it  is  always  mainly  Liberal.  But  it  is 
aometiraee  alienated  from  Liberalism  by  causes  which  I  have  declined  to 
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1899. 

May    3.— (1)  Lord  Rosebery  at  tlie  StatioDcrs'  Hall  on  Sanday 
Newspapers. 

,.  4.— House  of  Lords.  Lord  Lauderdale's  Seats  for 
Shop  Assistants  (Scotland)  Bill  rejected 
on  eecond  reading  without  a  division.  Speech 
by  Lord  Salisbury.     (Sea  pape  273.) 

House   of   Commons.      Zondon   Government 

Bill— Committefi.      Clause  2. 
Navy  League  Deputation  on  Seamen  to  Mr.  Ritchie. 

„  5.— House  of  Lords.  The  Crisis  in  the  Church.  Speeches 
br  Lord  Portsmouth  and  the  Bishop  of 
Oxford. 

House  of  Commons.  Supply  —  the  Board  of 
Trade :  Automatic  Couplings,  Seamen's 
Grievances.  Speech  by  Mr.  Ritchie.  Mr. 
Maddison's  Motion  to  reduce  salary  by  £100 
lost  by  126  to  81  (majority  45). 

(2)  Lord  Rosebery  at  the  City  Liberal  Club  on  th« 
Liberal  Party  and  on  Imperialism. 

Telephone  Deputation  to  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beacb. 

„  8.— House  of  Lords.  Alleged  Ritualism  at  Brighton. 
Discipline  in  Military  Prisons.  Speeches  by 
Lord  Lansdowne. 

Parish  Councillors  (Tenure  of  Offt,ce) 

Bin  read  a  second  time. 

House  of  Commons.  Irish  Agricultural 
Department  Bill  introduced  by  Mr. 
Gerald  Balfour  and  read  a  iirst  time.  Speech 
by  Mr.  Dillon. 

London    Government     BiK— Committee. 


9. — House  of  Lords.     Formal  business. 

House   of    Commons.      London    Government 

Si<i— Committee.     Clauses  4-8. 

Women's    Liberal  Federation— Annual    Meetings 
begin  at  Westboume  Park  Chapel. 
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(1)  Sir  W.  Harconrt  on  tlie  Cliorch  EKecipline  Bill. 

"  With  reference  to  thin  Bill  itself,  there  is  a  graat  deal  in  the  Bill  in 
which  I  do  not  concur  at  all.  I  differ  from  a  f>Teat  many  of  its  pn>\-iBioiis 
and  I  agree  very  much  with  the  criticism  of  tlie  Attorney -General.  But, 
at  all  events,  this  Bill  asserti)  the  necemily  of  some  action  in  this  matter-  1 
agree  in  the  necessity  of  takbg  action  against  the  eatablixhrnentof  the  ood- 
feesional.  I  agree  in  the  necessity  of  removing  the  vet«,  or,  at  all  event*, 
of  limiting  the  veto  to  siroply  the  moat  trivial  and  most  vexatinni>  things. 
Because  the  veto  not  only  may  be  used,  hnt  has  been  nsoJ  to  set  aside  and 
paralyse  the  law  of  the  Chnrch  and  tlie  law  of  the  land  in  thU  matter. 
Therefore,  if  we  did  nothing  elue  bat  put  a  atop  to  the  veto  to-day,  w» 
shoald  be  doing  that  which  we  ought  to  do  and  which  would  do  mach  to 
satis^  the  mind  of  the  country.  TIterefore,  when  the  question  in  pat 
whether  thia  Bill  aball  be  read  a  second  time— a«  asserting,  in  my  opinitMi, 
the  necesHity  for  Parliament  to  do  something  in  the  way  of  le^lation,  and 
to  do  it  at  once — I  shall  vote  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill.  It  seemi 
to  me  that  it  will  be  perfectly  easy  to  remove  from  the  Bill  the  ground 
for  the  objections  which  have  Iieen  made  by  the  Attorney -General,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  you  mi^ht  introduce  by  this  Bill— if  not  such  ambitioiw 
attempts  at  reform  as  it  contemplates — some  remedy  wtiich  will  give 
satisfaction  to  the  feelincs  existing  in  the  country.  As  reganls  the 
amendment,  I  have  said  already  that  to  postpone  dealing  with  the 
question,  to  [uake  it  dependent  entirely  on  the  action  of  the  Bishops,  is  to 
give  the  BisUofH  a  sort  of  letter  of  licence  to  delay  tlie  matter  as  Iotie  ae 
ever  they  please.  I  do  not  think  that  tliat  would  be  satisfactory.  But 
certainly,  as  regards  the  amendment,  if  the  Bill  shonld  be  defeatod  there 
is  at  least  thiH  aatiafaction — that  cin  the  part  of  the  (Jovemment  there  i.4 
a  recognition  that  a  great  evil  exi»t8  which  demands  the  action  of  this 
House,  that  it  is  for  thia  House  to  govern  the  Church  in  the  last  resort, 
and  that  it  ia  the  bnainess  of  the  clerey  to  obey  the  law  as  it  is  laid  down 
by  the  Crown  and  Parliament.  The  House  must  make  it  perfectly  clear 
that  the  Church  does  not  mean  the  priests.  They  say  '  the  Charch  ia  to 
make  the  law.'  Yes,  but  tlie  Church  ia  the  laity,  and  the  clergy  are  only 
the  miniaters.  Therefore  unless  we  give  that  authority,  unless  we  see  that 
it  is  enforced,  if  we  are  going  to  leave  this  qneetion  in  the  utoation  in 
which  it  now  stands,  it  will  be  finally  impossible  to  maintain  the  Church 
of  England  aa  a  National  Church  or  aa  an  Establiahraent." 

(2)  Hr.  Balfour  on  the  crisis  in  the  Church. 

"  It  will  rest  with  the  rulers  of  the  Chnrch  and  with  the  members  of 
the  Church  whetlier  they  display  sufficient  tolerance  to  each  otli^a 
differences,  sufficient  charity  with  regard  to  each  other's  views,  snfficient 
sense  of  the  great  niiasion  to  which  the  Church  is  destined — it  rests  with 
them  to  Qse  thoee  qualities,  and  it  rests  witli  them  to  find  a  remedy  which 
shall  not  inflict  upon  the  organisation  of  the  Church  any  evil  wonod.  I  do 
not  deny— I  do  not  conceal  for  one  moment  my  own  belief — that  if  thia 
Chnrch  ia  to  remain  the  Church  of  the  great  majority  of  the  people, 
established  or  unestablished,  it  must  be  that  ancient  institution  as  it  va» 
purified  and  remodelle<l  at  the  time  of  the  Beformation.  It  is  indeed  tlie 
('hurth  of  St.  Augustine  and  SL  Anselm,  but  it  is  something  more.  It  is 
the  Church  whose  iloctrine  was  pnritieil  and  whose  ritual  was  simplified  in 
the  IBtli  century  ;  and  it  ia  only  so  long  as  it  retains  that  character  that  it 
can  hope  to  prenerve  the  affections  of  the  English  people.  But  it  is  becaoM 
I  conacientiously  beliei'e  that  this  Bill  ia  no  step  wiiatever  to  atttun  tiiat 
great  result  that  I  most  gladly  add  my  voice  to  thoee  who,  I  trust  bf  » 
overwhelming  majority,  will  refuse  a  second  reading  to  the  Rill." 
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May  10.— House  of  Commons.  Mr.  C.  McArthur's  Church 
Diacipline  Bill  rejected  on  second  reading; 
bv  310  to  156  (majority  154).  Speeches  by  Sir 
R  Webster,  (1)  Sir  W.  Harcourt,  and 
(2)  Mr.  Balfour. 

(3)  The  Duke  of  Devonshire  at  the  Hotel  Metropole 
(Bankers'  Dinner)  on  Trade,  the  Budget,  and 
Foreign  Policy. 


Mr.  Chamberlain  at  the  Hotel  Cecil  on  the  School  for 
Tropical  Medicine. 

11. — House  of  Commons.  Discussion  on  Scotch  Educa- 
tion— Adjournment  of  House  moved  by  Cap- 
tain Sinclair.  Speeches  by  the  Lord 
Advocate  and  Mr.  Sryce. 

FinaTlce  Sill — Committee. 

Sugar  Refiners'  Deputation  to  Mr.  Ritchie. 


(3)  The  Dnke  of  Derotuhlre  on  China. 

"He  had  observed  some  dispOBition  to  criUcUe  the  recent  agreement 
with  China  because  it  did  not  secure  touathe'opendoor'in  China,  bat  this 
agreement  dealt  with  a  totally  different  snbject.  We  iihonld  have  the 
*open  door'  in  China  bo  long  ns  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Chinese 
Government  tn  observe  her  treaty  engagements;  and  if  the  time  ever  arrived 
when  tliat  Government  was  not  in  a  position  to  oheerve  thoxe  engagementn 
other  measures  would  have  to  lie  taken  in  reference  to  a  new  state  of 
thincH.  But  he  would  be  verj^  much  mistaken  if,  should  that  crisis  arise 
in  China,  we  should  be  fonnd  in  a  worse  position  than  onr  neighbours  to 
protect  every  essential  interest  we  had  in  that  country." 

W  Loid  Eimberley  on  Imperialism. 

"  Another  subject  occupying  the  pnMic  mind  to  a  great  exl«nt  was 
Imperialism.  It  Imperialism  meant  jingoism  writ  large  he  was  entirely 
against  it ;  but  if  Imperialbm  meant  a  sympathy  with  what  he  might 
almost  call  onr  fellow-nations  in  onr  colonial  possessions,  if  it  meant  a  due 
sense  of  our  responsibility  for  our  great  Indian  Empire,  if  it  meant  a  pride 
in  the  extraordinary  achievements  of  onr  fellow-countrymen  in  founding 
those  colonies  and  conducting  this  Empire  in  different  parts  of  the  world, 
then  Uiey  misht  be  alt  call^  Imperialists.  This  growth  of  feeliug  for 
empire  coula  not  possibly  be  claimed  as  the  work  of  any  one  party. 
Fiist  of  all  and  aMve  all,  it  came  from  the  extraordinary  increase  in  tbe 
facilities  of  communication.  The  other  cause  was  that  onr  colonies  felt 
that  it  wax  to  their  safety  to  remain  cloeelv  connected  with  an  Empire 
which  possessed  the  greatest  Navy  in  the  world." 
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(1)  Lord  Kinberley  on  the  Government  V.  the  Lonilon  County  Council. 

"The  noble  lord  {Harris)  had  again  given  a  demonstration  of  Uiat 
jealousy  of  the  London  CouDly  Council  which  seemed  always  to  exist  in 
the  Government.  The  qnestion  was  whether  or  not  it  was  dextnible  that 
there  sliould  be  these  greater  facilities  for  obtaining  small  allotmenta.  The 
noble  lord  said  tliat  local  authorities  could  apply  to  the  Local  Govenunenl 
Board  for  powers  :  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they  did  not  apply.  No 
argument  had  been  adduced  against  tiie  Bill.  The  opposition  offered  to  it 
waa  most  extraordinary  and  uncalled  for." 


(2)  Sir  EC  Cunpbell-Bumermui  on  Uie  Housing  Problem. 

"  He  believed  there  was  no  public  question  of  Uie  present  day  which 
offered  so  formidable  a  problem  to  us  as  that  of  housing  the  people,  not 
only  the  extremely  poor,  but  the  wa^-eamiug  class  generally.  It  was 
the  moat  serious  question  for  all  of  us  to  ponder,  whether  we  were 
philosopher,  or  economists,  or  philanthropist,  or  mere  potiticiana,  or 
members  of  the  churches  ;  whatever  we  might  be  we  must  find  it  one  of 
the  gmveet  dangers  to  the  community  that  tjiose  who  by  their  labour  of 
building  up  the  prosperity  of  the  country  were  compelled  to  live  in  circom- 
stances  which  were  inconsistent  with  either  comfort,  or  health,  or  almost 
decency." 


(3)  Mt.  Bryce  on  the  L-ish  Question. 

"  He  did  not  believe  that  the  Irish  question  waa  one  upon  which  the 
Liberal  party  waa  substantially  divided.  There  were  six  pointo  upon 
which  they  were  mainly  agreed,  and  tbey  were  as  follows: — (I)  It  waa  of 
no  use  bringing  in  a  Home  Role  Bill  until  there  was  a  reasonable  prospect 
of  carrying  it.  (2)  Local  government  was  not  aenbstitate  for  Home  Bale. 
(3)  The  passing  of  a  measure  of  local  government  altered  the  problem,  but 
did  not  solve  it.  (4)  And,  therefore,  wlien  tlie  Liberal  party  came  to  deal 
witli  the  question  again  it  would  not  be  tied  down  or  bound  to  de«l  with 
it  in  the  same  way  as  in  ISSa  and  1893.  (5)  The  qnestion  was  not  settled, 
and  they  ought  to  watch  it  effectively.  (6)  Tbey  believed  that  the  way  to 
deal  with  that  was  by  conciliation  and  by  concession  of  a  measure  of  self- 
government,  and  not  by  coercion.  He  tliooght  tliat  when  the  time  came 
again  to  le^late  for  Ireland  they  would  have  no  ditficnlCy  in  keeping  the 
Liberal  party  together  to  deal  with  the  question." 
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Majr  12.— House  of  Lords.  Lord  Carrins^ton's  AUottnentx 
(Lontlon)  BiU  refusea  a  second  reading  by 
58  to  16.  Speeches  by  Lord  Harris,  (1)  Lord 
Kimberley,  and  Lord  Tweedmoutb. 

Moneylending     Bill    and     Board     of 
Education  Bill  paeeed  report  stage. 

House  of  Commons.  Tithe  Rent  Charge 
(Ireland)  BUI  introduced  by  Mr.  Gerald 

Balfour  and  read  a  first  time  by  205  to  113 
(majority  92). 

Finance  Bill — Committee. 

Report  of  Supply— The  Board  of  Trade. 

Deputation  from  (a)  National  Sea  Fisheries  Pro- 
tection Association  and  (6)  Scottish  Line 
Fishermen  to  Lord  Salisbury. 

Deputation  against  Seven-Days  Newspapers  to  Sir 
M.  White-Ridley. 

„  13.— (2)  Sir  H.  Campbell- Bannerman  at  Willesden  on  the 
Housing  Problem. 

(3)  Mr.  Bryce  at  Cambridge  (Joint  Dinner  of  Eighty 
and  Cambridge  University  Liberal  Clubs)  oit 
Current  Politics. 

„  1!^.— House  of  Lords.    Board  of  Education  BUI  read 

a  third  time  and  passed. 

The   Proposed   Pacific  Cable.      Speeches  by 
Lord  Aberdeen  and  Lord  Selborne. 

House  of   Commons.      London    Government 

B«i— Committee.     Clauses  9-13. 

^nance  Bill  recommitted  and  amended. 

Supreme  Court  {Appeals)   Bill   read  a 
third  time. 

„  16.— House  of  Lords.  Metropolitan  Water  Com.- 
panies  Bill  —  Committee.  Sinking  Fund 
Scheme  cut  out  by  51  to  20.     (See  page  282.) 

House   of   Commons.      London    Government 

fiff/^Committee.      Clauses  14 — end  ;  and  new 
Clauses. 
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(1)  Lord  Bosebeiy  on  tlie  Indian  Frontier. 

"Tlie  frontier  <|uestion  of  India  always  seeniH  to  those  who  are  not 
experts— and  experts  on  every  question  are  habitually  distrusted— tlie 
frontier  question  in  India  always  seems  to  lie,  to  the  average  Briton  of 
common  sense,  in  a  somewhat  narrow  compans.  The  Almighty  appears  to 
have  surrounded  India  with  the  most  terrible  of  natural  frontiera.  An 
almost  inaccessible  chain  of  mountains  inliahited  by  fierce  and  warlike 
tribes,  not  susceptible  to  intrigue,  and  resentinc  all  int«rf  erence  from  with- 
out, appears  to  the  unaided  eye  of  the  Briton  tlie  ideal  frontier  for  such  an 
Empire  as  ouis.  It  is,  if  I  may  compare  it  to  anything  else  in  nature,  like 
a  cactus  hedge,  absolutely  impervious  to  those  who  wisli  to  enter  within  it, 
absolutely  impervionn  to  those  who  wish  to  get  oat  of  it,  hut  eminently 
undesirable  if  you  wish  to  make  it  a  seat  to  ocenpy.  And  that,  I  confeasis 
the  unaided  view—subject  of  course  to  the  limitations  which  are  naturally 

1  1..  .1 ._; 1 L 1  1...  .1 1.-    1 1. g  „(,( 

—I  speak  hypothetically — is  never 
agreeable  to  themselves.  But  there  ia  one  question  with  regard  to  that 
frontier  wliich  is  as  important  as  any  that  military  scientists  can  lay^  down 
with  regard  to  it.  It  is  of  no  use  your  fortifying  your  frontjer  with  all 
the  inventions  which  science  can  fumisli,  with  all  the  sedulous  care 
which  geographers  can  indicate  unless  behind  it  you  give  to  the  nations 
somethmg  worth  defending.  That  seems  to  nie  the  problem  before  every 
Viceroy — tlie  one  of  which  here  in  Europe  we  hear  most.     We  have  the 

Eroblem  of  the  frontier  and  the  warn  that  it  involves.  But  above  anil 
ayond  that  is  the  question — at  least  as  interesting  and  far  more  important 
in  my  belief  to  the  permanence  of  our  Indian  Empire— the  happiness  of  the 
nations  wliich  you  govern." 

(2)  Lord  Salisbmy  on  Railways. 

"  The  railway  question  is  not  always  so  agreeable.  It  is  on  the  btainn 
of  all  our  ofliciah> ;  they  always  think  some  foreign  Power  is  going  to  bring 
a  rtulway  down  on  the  precise  spot  where  they  are.  I  think  they  seem  to 
ima^ne  a  rtulway  a  portable  rolled-np  thing  you  carry  in  your  pocket,  and 
which,  as  you  walk,  you  can  lay  down.  I  have  traced  in  the  mind  of 
Consuls,  and  men  more  lofty  than  Consuls,  a  terror  lest  some  unknown 
Power — I  will  not  venture  to  designate  which — is  going  to  unroll  a  railway 
which  will  destroy  the  British  Empire  by  its  appearance.  And  then  thwe 
is  China.  Tlie  politics  of  China  are  the  politics  of  railways.  It  is  entirely 
a  question  of  what  concessions  we  shall  W  able  to  get  out  of  the  Chinese 
Government :  but  whether  we  have  any  money  to  make  the  railway  after 
we  have  got  tlie  concessions  is  a  point  we  have  never  carefully  examined. 
But  it  is  a  matter  of  the  most  vigorous  and  persistent  rivalry  that  we  shall, 
at  all  events,  obtain  the  right,  on  paper,  to  cover  the  Chinese  Empire  with 
r^lways.  I  earnestly  hope  we  shall  be  successful,  and  that  those  who 
undertake  it  will  succeed.  They  will  have  a  great  experience  of  hridge- 
inakinff  when  tliey  have  succeetled,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  will  be  very 
beneficial  to  tlie  interestn  of  the  Empire  at  large.  But  it  is  very  cuiioiis 
that  the  whole  question  of  the  expansion  of  our  influence  over  vast  resions 
of  territory,  whether  in  Africa  or  in  Asia,  really  resolves  itself  into  this— 
whether  a  syndicate  in  London,  or  a  syndicate  in  Paris,  or  a  syndicate  iii 
St  Petersburg  is  able  to  obtain  the  right  of  constructing  a  railway  over 
those  countries." 

(3)  Hr.  T.  P.  O'Cannoi  on  th 

"A  great  Act  of  emaii__, , , „.. 

foretell,  had  been  paased,  not  by  the  goodwill  of  the  Tory  party,  but  bj 
stress  of  circumstances,  and,  above  .ill,  by  the  fact  that  Mr.  G!a<lstone,  by 
proposing  Home  Rule,  made  it  inevitable  that  the  Tories  should  pata  k 
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May  16.— Northbrook  Society  to  Lord  Elgin.      Speech  by  (1) 
Lord  Rosebery. 

„  17— House  of  Commons.  Sir  W.  Houldsworth's 
Rating  of  Macliinery  BUI.  No 
quorum  obtained. 

National  Liberal  Club  Conversazione.  Speeches  by 
Lord  Kimberley,  Sir  H.  Campbell- Banner- 
man,  and  Mr.  Bryce. 

(2)  Lord  Salisbury  at  Hotel  Metropole  (Railway 
Benevoleat  Institution)  on  Railways. 

„  18.— House  of  Lords.  Metropolitan  Water  Com- 
panies Bill  and  Money  Lending  BUI 

read  a  third  time. 

House  of  Commons.  Adjournment  of  the  House 
moved  by  Mr.  Davitt  (to  call  attention  to  the 
suppression  of  a  public  meetinf;  in  East  Mayo) 
lost  by  212  to  107  (majority  105).  Speech  by 
Mr.  Gerald  Balfour. 

Mr.  Goscben  at  the  Hotel  Metropole  (South  African 
Dinner)  on  the  Navy,  and  on  the  South  African 
Question. 

Lord  Salisbury  at  the  Hotel  Cecil  (Primrose  Lea<{ue 
Meeting)  un  the  Liberal  party. 

„  19.— House  of  Commons.  Supply.  The  Whitsuntide 
Adjournment. 

„  20.-~Irisb  National  League  of  Great  Britaio- Annual 
Convention  at  Bradford.  Speech  by  (3)  Mr. 
T.  P.  O'Connor. 

„    22.— Co-operative  Congress  at  Liverpool. 

„    24.— Queen's  Sotb  Birthday  Celebrations. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  at  Birmingham  on  Old  Age  Pensions. 

Lord  Kimberley  at  Cromer  on  Current  Politics. 
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(1)  Ur.  John  Uorley  on  Imperialiaiu. 

"  I  agree  with  Lord  Salisbury  tli&t  Imperiftlisni  is  perhap«  not  the  moeb 
natisfactory  word  to  be  found,  find  I  agree  with  bini  in  tliia,  that  1  am  not 
Bure  tbal  I  know  wliat  it  iiiean»,  Sonietitnes  it  aeema  to  mean  oom- 
mercialiHRi,  HonietinieH  militnriHm,  sometimes  Africanism.  Bat  I  do  nob 
qaarrel  with  tbe  expression  'sane  Imperial  ism.'  1  will  accept  their  settle- 
ment of  what  ImperialiKm  means  and  demands  if  thej  will  be  bo  kind  aa 
to  let  me  settle  what  sanity  demandH.  Tlie^  cannot  say  tbat  I  am  greedy, 
because  I  give  them  this  sonorous,  high-Hying  snbstantive  '  Impenalism,* 
and  I  am  content  witli  the  inoilest  monosyllabic  adjective  of  'sane.' 
Well,  the  Greeks,  an  some  of  tlione  on  tbe  platform  know—tbe  old  Greeks, 
when  disputing  and  debating  about  idle  contentions,  IibJ  an  expreesion 
that  they  were  contending  for  tbe  abadow  of  a  jackass.  Now  when  people 
talk  of  Imperialism  in  the  abstract,  when  they  talk  of  it  in  generalities, 
without  instances  and  without  chapter  and  veree,  I  really  feel  that  we  ara 
disputing  about  tbe  itbadow  of  a  jackass.  .  .  .  Imperialism  by  all 
means,  S  it  means  mercy,  if  it  means  bunianity,  if  it  means  justice,  but 
if  it  means  your  own  demoralisation,  if  it  means  lowering  your  own 
.......i; *  _...:i:.._.:„_  .._j  1 — :._    .1 —    :^  (.(,g  name  of  all  joq  hold 

And  on  Old  Age  Pensions. 

" '  Sane  Imperialism,'  yes ;  but  is  it  wrong  to  ask  for  a  little  sane 
doniesbicalism  !  It  is  not  we  Liberals  who  raise  questions  for  party 
purposes.  The  demand  for  social  reforms  springs  from  social  facts.  1  will 
take  a  couple  of  instances.  Here  is  a  Hocial  fact,  that  for  all  your 
industrial  ponulation  three  in  seven,  or  nearly  every  other  workman  of 
onr  industrial  population  wbom  you  meet  in  the  street,  apply  for  pariah 
relief  at  sixty-five.  These  cases  are  not  due  to  drink  or  untbnftiness,  but 
to  failure  of  powers  under  the  freezing  touch  of  time,  because  those  who 
apply  for  relief  at  sixty-five  on  these  calculations  liave  never  applied 
before  sixty.     Now,  there  is  a  social  fact.     Did  anybody  dream  wliei 


took  in,  as  yon  did  in  ISSo.  the  whole  Ixidy  of  male  householders  of  this 
ouDtly  tbat  they  would  not  use  tbat  political  power  as  soon  as  thev 
salised  where  they  were,  and  as  soon  as  they  stood  upon  their  feet,  i 


say— that  they  would  not  use  tliat  power  in  order  to  mitigate  facte  of  this 
kind !  .  It  was  ^riectly  certain  that  tbey  would.  Well,  tlien,  the  present 
Government,  with  a  recklessness  for  whicii  tbey  are  now  paying  and  for 
which  they  will  have  to  go  on  paying  tlie  penalty,  chose  to  make  this 
particular  matter  of  proiision  for  old  age  a  party  and  an  electioneering 
cry.  Tbey  are  now  finding  out  that  they  were  [ilaying  witli  fire.  Tliey 
have  appointed  a  committee  of  whom  1  tliink,  without  any  disrespect  to 
any  gentleman  sitting  on  that  committee,  that,  considering  the  mscnitude 
and  intricacy  of  tiie  problem,  it  is  about  llie  very  weakest  and  least 
authoritative  committee  that  the  House  of  Conmions  ever  appointed 
since  the  days  of  Simon  ile  Montfort.  There  is  only  one  committee  now 
to  deal  with  tiiis  question,  an<l  that  is  a  committee  called  the  CabineL 
They  have  all  the  tacts  before  them  :  they  have  all  tiie  schemes  liefora 
them.  The  responsibility  is  theirx,  and  it  is  for  them  to  come  forward 
when  the  Session  begins  next  year  to  say  plainly  what  are  tlieir  views 
upon  this  great  question  and  how  they  propose  to  do  what  is  desired,  or 
whether  they  think  that  what  is  <lesired  cannot  be  done.  One  thing  I  am 
for  my  part  pretty  clear  about — namely,  that  Parliament  and  the  country 
will  not  IcxiK  favourably  ujion  any  plan  for  providing  old-age  pensions 
which  impairs  the  etticacy  and  the  usefulness  of  those  great  voluntary 
organisations  which  are  a  standing  monument  of  the  thrifi.,  thepmdence, 
and  the  foresight  of  the  industrial  classes  of  this  country.  Tliey  have 
been  meeting  this  week  in  numliers  representing  something  like  three 
millions  of  the  industrial  population.  I  do  not  believe  any  plan  will  be 
accepted  by  Parliament  or  hy  you  which  tends  to  weaken  the  power  and 
the  usefulness  of  these  af~""''"""  " 
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1899. 
May  25.— (1)  Mr.  John  Morley  at  Lydney  oa  the  Liberal  party, 
Imperial  ism,  and  Social  Questions. 

„    28. — (2)  Lord  Spencer  at  Trowbridge  on  Current  Politics. 

„  30.— Sir  William  Harcourt  at  Nantyglo  on  Lord  Salisbury's 
recent  speech,  on  the  Government's  record,  and 
on  Liberal  prospects. 

Southport  By-Election  coneequeat  on  the  death  of  Sir 
H.  Naylor-LeyUnd,  Bart.  (L). 

Sir  Oeoi^  PilkinKton  (L)      -        -        -        5,635 

Mr.  C.  B.  Balfour  (C)    •         -         -         -         6.052—583 

Representation  unchanged. 

1896.  1898  (By-el.). 

Curzon  (C)  -    -    -    -    5,163  I  Naylor-Leyland  (L)   -    5,100 
Naylor-Leyland  (L)  -     4,399  |  Skelmeradale  (C)  ■     -     4,828 

„  31. — House  of  Commons.  Reassembling  after  the  Whitsun- 
tide Recess.    Mr.  Robson's  Education  of 

Children  SUl— Committee.    Clause  1  passed. 


{•2)  Lord  Spencer  on  Sugar  BountieM. 

"  It  was  witli  great  regret  that  Liberals  witneseed  the  policy  of  the 
Govemmont  in  regard  to  tlie  impositiim  of  countervailing  duties  on  sugar 
in  India.  Tliej  regarded  it  as  practically  a  return  to  [irotection,  and  a 
KeriouB  infraction  of  free  trade  principles.  No  doubt  we  disliked  bounties, 
bnt  in  dealing  with  bounties  by  countervailing  duties  one  muxt  remember 
that  tliere  were  many  interextit  in  the  country  which  depended  upon  cheap 
sugar.  The  imposition  of  countervailing  iluties  wsm  a  policy  of  relieving 
one  indnstry  at  the  cost  of  the  general  community.  He  thought  Ihey 
ought  to  feel  strongly  that  that  was  not  the  right  principle  on  which 
taxation  outflit  to  go.  They  ought  not  to  favour  special  classes  and  special 
industries,  but  to  do  that  which  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  com- 
munity. If  the  sugar  industry  was  to  be  protected  liow  could  they  refuse 
clainiH  from  other  industries  which  were  connected  with  raw  prciduce  or 
with  manufacturing  industries?  There  would  be  questions  of  putting 
duties  on  wheat,  iron,  and  niany  other  commodities,  and  they  would  have 
the  greatest  dtlficnlty  in  not  returning  to  those  duties  which  Sir  Robert 
Peel,  Mr.  Cobden,  Mr.  Bright,  and  Mr.  Gladstone  look  u|«in  themselves  to 
repeal,  and  on  which  repeal  the  prosiierity  of  the  country  so  largely 
depended.  They  must  not  forget  that  the  improved  condition  of  the  people 
of  this  country  depended  greatly  on  cheap  bread  and  on  other  cheap 
neceSBaries  of  life.  Were  they,  then,  to  sacrifice  these  tilings  T  He 
confessed  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  action  of  the  Uuvemment  in  India 
looked  like  the  beginning  of  trying  to  reverse  tliose  great  free-trade 
principlex  to  which  the  Liberal  party  bad  always  attached  the  greatest 
importance." 
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THE    DIVISIONS    OF    THE    MONTH. 
May,  1899. 

A   record  of    the  more  important  divisions  for    the  month   of  May. 


(The  votes  of  any  particular  member  in  the  foUowtng  divisions  cao 
be  obtained  from  the  Liberal  Publication  Department  for  Is.  For  a 
fee  of  5a.  the  votes  in  the  principal  divisions  for  a  year  can  be  obtoiaed 
monthly.) 

[Note. — /]» the  foUmoing  list  of  the  thief  divUion*  in  the  Hoiae  of  Conunotw, 
the  itiim6er  of  the  minortiy  (lohelW  "  For  "  or  "  Agaiiut ")  in  a  divinon  ta 
alwavipiUfiritfor  the  take  of  amvaiiaice.  When  the  diviiionit  an  "q^ctol" 
one,  (i.e.)  inlten  the  Oovemmeut  or  Oppoiition  Whipi  are  the  TdXert,  the 
word  "For"  or  "Against"  as  the  ease  may  be,   «  given  in  italiet.] 


I. — FisANCK  Bill. 
May  2Qd,  1899  (Diviiion  ifo.  112).— On  the  Motion  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Finance  Bill. 

Affainst,  157  ;  For,  282. 

II.— Scottish  Liqoob  Tbapfio. 
May  3rd,  1899  {Divuion  No.  113).— On  the  Motion  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Liquor  Traffic  Local  Veto  (Scotland)  Bill 

For,  145  ;  Against,  219. 
III. — Automatic  Cocplikos. 
May  5th,  1899  {Divition  So.   1 18).— On  Mr.  Maddiaon's  Amend- 
ment to  reduce  the  salary  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  by 
£100,  as  a  protest  against  the  dropping  of  the  Railways  Regulation 
Bill. 

For,  83  ;  Against,  128. 
IV. — Disciplinb  in  thb  Church. 
May  10th,  1899  {Diviaion  No.  132).— On  Sir  Richard  Webster's 
Amendment  to  the  second  reading  of  the  Church  Discipline  Bill 
declaring  that  the  House,  while  "  not  prepared  to  accept  a  measare 
which  creates  fresh  offences  and  ignores  the  authority  of  tbe  Bishops 
in  maintaining  diHcipline  in  the  Church,  is  of  opinion  that,  if  the 
efforts  of  the  Archbishops  and  Bishops  to  secure  the  obedience  of  the 
clergy  are  not  effectual,  further  legislation  will  be  required  to  maintain 
the  observance  of  the  existing  laws  of  Church  and  Realm." 

Against^  156  ;  For,  312. 
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v.— Thk  Tka  Dott. 
il»y    nth,     1899    [Dimsion    JVo.     135).— On     Mr.    Broadharst'a 
Ameadment  to  reduce  the  duty  on  tea  from  4d.  to  2d.  per  pouod,  lo 
«aal>le  the  pixirer  portion  of  the  population  to  share  in  the  benefits 
of  the  increased  revenue  of  the  country. 

For,  128;  Agaitut,  248. 

VI.  AMD  Vir.— The  Fixsd  Dbbt  Chargb. 

wn  No.  138).— On  Mr.  Harwood's  Araend- 
"  permanent "  in  the  clause  reducing  the 
annual  permanent  charge  for  the  National  Debt  from  25  milliona 
to  23  millions. 

For,  87  ;  Agaitut,  171. 

May  11th,  1899  {Dioiaion  No.  139).— On  Mr.  Nussey's  Motion  to 
omit  the  who!e  of  Clause  13,  which  deals  with  the  permanent  annual 
charge  for  the  National  Debt,  as  a  protest  against  the  policy  of  the 
Government  in  this  nuttter. 

For,  79  ;  Againat,  156. 

LONDON  GOVKRNMENT  BILL. 
VIII. — The  Qualification  for  Alderhan. 
May  4th,  1899  (Divition  No.  116).— On  Mr.  Billson's  Amendment 
that  no  one  should  be  eligible  an  an  alderman  who  was  not  a  councillor 
a^  the  time  of  his  election  as  alderman. 

For,  89  ;  Agawut,  18S. 

IX. — Triennial  Elections. 
May  4th,  1899  {Divinon  No.  117).— On  Mr.  Asquith's  Amend- 
ment to  give  the  London  County  Council,  instead  of  thn  Local 
Government  Board  as  suggested,  power,  on  request  by  two-thirds  of 
a  Borough  Council,  to  make  an  order  for  the  retirement  of  all 
counoillors  every  third  year,  or,  on  tike  request,  rescind  any  such  order. 
For,  85;  Agaitut,  188. 

X. — Thk  Aldbruanic  Quampication. 
May  8th,  IS99  {Division  No.  121).— On  Mr.  Trevelyaa's  Amend- 
ment (as  amended  by  Mr.  Whitmore)  providing  that  any  person 
po«-(essing  the  necessary  qualification  for  election  as  a  member  of  one 
of  the  Metropolitan  Borough  Councils  shall  be  qualified  to  be  elected 
alderman  of  any  borough  council  wiihin  the  administrative  county  of 
London. 

For,  135  ;  Against,  227. 
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XI, — HouBS  OF  Polling. 
May  8th,  1899  {Diviaion  No.  122).~On  CapiAin  Sinclair's  AnwDd- 
ment  providing  that  at  every  election  of  councillors  the  poll  should  be 
kept  open  from  eight  in  the  morning  till  ten  at  night. 

For,  77  ;  Agaitul,  163. 

XII. — Saturday  Polling. 
May  8th,  1899  {Divi*ion  No.  123).— On  Captain  Norton's  Amend- 
ment to  lix  Saturday  as  the  day  for  the  poll  to  enable  working  men  to 
record  their  vote. 

For,  79;  Againat,  172, 

XIII.,  XIV.,  AND  XV.  — Borough  Councils  and  Parliament  art  Bills. 
May  9th,  1899  (Diwton  No.  126).— On  Sir  Charles  Dilke's  Amend- 
ment to  omit  the  clause  which  would  give  the  new  councils  power  to 
promotH  BUb  in  Parliament. 

For,  70;  Against,  150. 

May  9th,  1899  (Division  No.  t27).~On  Mr.  James  Stuart's 
Amendment  to  timic  the  power  of  the  councils  in  promoting  Bills  to 
those  for  making  improvi^ments  within  their  own  district,  and  which 
are  not  to  be  paid  for  by  the  County  Council. 

For,  69  ;  Againtl,  150, 

May  9th,  1899  {Divition  No.  128).— On  Mr.  James  Stuart's 
Amendment  providing  that  the  councils  should  not  have  power  to 
promote  any  Bill  dealing  with  water,  gas,  tramways,  markets,  sub- 
ways, docks,  or  any  other  matter  affecting  the  general  interests  of  the 
metropolis. 

For,  72;  Against,  159. 

XVI, — ASSESSMBNT  COHUITTeES, 

May  15th,  1899  {Dimgion  No.  U9).— On  Mr,  Lionel  Holhuid's 
Amendment  providing  one  assessment  committee  for  each  Inrough, 
to  prevent  overlapping  in  the  various  parishes. 

For,  101  ;  Againat,  167. 


XVII, — Education  of  Children  Bill. 
May   31st,   1899    (Division    No.    160).— On   Mr.   G.   Whitele/s 
Amendment  postponing  the  operation  of  the  Bill  until  1905. 

For,  12;  Against,  165. 
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Tbk  London  GoverDment  Bill  passed 
The  London  through  its  Committee  stage  before  Whitsun- 
GoTBRNUBNT  BiLL.  tide — in  a  shape  that  makes  it  hardly 
recognisable  when  compared  with  what  it  was 
when  originally  introduced.  In  fact,  as  the  Tory  St.  James's  Oazettt 
said  on  May  19th,  "the  Bill  is  now  in  no  inconsiderable  sense  a  creation 
of  the  Opposition,"  The  history  of  the  Committee  stage  is  one  long 
series  of  "  graceful  concessions  "  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Balfour,  who  was 
in  charge  of  the  Bill.  Since  that  is  so,  to  give  a  detailed  account  of 
the  divisions  would  be  of  little  service  ;  we  prefer  to  record  the 
principal  objections  made  in  debate  by  the  Opposition  that  have  been 
wholly  or  partly  met  by  concessions  from  the  Government.  A  word 
of  gratitude  is  due  to  the  London  Liberal  members,  represented  on  the 
Front  Bench  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton,  who  thanks  to  their  critical 
industry  are  primarily  responsible  for  having  licked  the  Bill  into 
shape.  In  the  following  we  desire  to  express  our  acknowledgments 
to  the  Daily  Jfeioa  : — 

1.  The  Opposition  contended  that  elections  thotdil  be  triennial,  and 
not  one-tkird  annttally. — The  question  of  annual  or  triennial  etectioos 
is  to  be  left  to  the  option  of  each  Borough  Council. 

2.  The  Opposition  objected  to  Aldermen. — They  are  reduced  from 
one-third  to  one-aixth  of  the  Councils. 

3.  The  Opposition  objected  to  "  elected  awHtora." — They  disappear, 
and  the  accounts  of  the  Borough  Council  will  now  be  audited  in  the 
same  manner  as  those  of  the  L.O.O., — i.e.,  officially  and  efficiently. 

4.  The  Opposition  strongly  objected  to  the  "suicide"  ela-asee, 
under  which  powers  could  be  transferred  from  L.C.C,  to  Borough 
Councils,  and  could  not  be  re-transferred. — The  objectionable  features 
altogether  disappear,  and  instead  powers  can  be  transferred  (and  they 
can  only  also  be  re-transferred)  when  the  L.C.C.  and  a  majority  of  the 
Borough  Councils  agree,  and  any  powers  so  transferred  are  transferred 
to  all  Boroughs. 

5.  The  Opposition  strongly  objected  to  the  Building  Clause  under 
which  many  of  the  powers  (essentially  central)  of  the  London  Building 
Act  would  have  been  transferred  to  the  Borough  Councils. — The 
clause  has  been  withdrawn. 

6.  The  Opposition  strongly  objected  to  the  power  given  to  the 
Councils  to  borrow  toithout  ike  sanction  of  the  L.G.C. — This  practiCEtlly 
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disappears  ;  only  an  appeal  liea  to  the  Local  Oo^'emmenb  Board  if  the 
Ii.C.C.  unreasonably  refuse  sanction. 

7.  The  Opposition  contended  that  more  specific  directions  should 
be  given  to  the  Commissioners  in  regard  to  the  sreaM  of  ihe  unfclie- 
duUd  Boroughs. — This  point  has  been  partly  met  by  the  addition  to 
the  clause  of  words  requiring  boroughs  to  be  formed  "  with  due  regard 
t«  efficiency  of  administration  and  local  history  and  associations,"  and 
by  alterations  for  the  better  in  the  provisions  about  population  and 
rateable  value.  This  amendment  is  now  superseded  from  the  facb 
that  all  the  Boroughs  will  be  scheduled. 

S.  The  Opposition  objected  to  the  provision  permitting  Borough 
Councils  to  add  outrid*.  pergona  to  their  Committees. — This  power  is 
DOW  to  be  confined  to  the  LV/rarie»  Committee. 

9.  The  Opposition  contended  that  there  should  be  a  periodieed 
revision  of  the  amounl  pnyabU  by  ih«  L.C.C.  to  thf.  Borough  OounciU 
on  accottnt  of  powerg  trantfirred  to  them.  — Mr.  Balfour  has  promised 
to  consider,  before  Report,  how  this  can  best  be  done. 

10.  The  Opposition  objected  that  under  the  Bill,  as  drawn,  tht 
Privy  Council  and  the  Commiationwii  would  be  acting  toithont  thf. 
knowledge  of,  and  behind  the  baekt  of,  Parliament,  when  drawing  up 
and  carrying  otU  their  wtani/oW  "  Sehemei  and  Orderi." — The  Goverit- 
ment  adopted  an  amendment  whereby  every  Order  in  Council  mu8t 
lie  on  the  table  of  both  houses  for  thirty  days  before  it  can  be  acted 
upon,  thus  reserving  the  right  of  Parliament  to  object  to  or  to  alter  the 
proposals  of  the  Privy  Council.  This  is  a  most  important  concession, 
and  removes  some  of  the  strongest  objections  entertained  to  the  Bill 
by  the  Opposition.  Mr.  Balfour  has,  moreover,  undertaken  that, 
before  any  Scheme  or  Order,  under  which  the  new  and  unscheduled 
areas  will  be  created,  are  adopted,  there  shall  be  a  local  enquiry. 

11.  The  Opposition  objected  that  (^  n^w  Borough  Couneilt  were 
not  mad*,  the  Over»eera.  At  present  about  thirteen  of  the  Vestriea 
are  the  Overseers  for  all  purposes,  and  this  power  and  duty,  which  has 
worked  excellently,  would  have  been  token  away  by  the  Bill,  whereas  it 
ought  to  be  extended  to  all  the  new  Boroughs. — The  proposals  of  the 
Bill  have  been  withdrawn,  and  instead  of  this  a  new  clause  has  been 
introduced,  whereby,  for  all  purposes  relating  to  rates  and  rating,  tlie 
Borough  Council,  in  its  corporate  capacity,  will  be  the  Overseers ; 
while,  as  regards  all  registration  matters,  the  Town  Clerk  will  be  the 
Overseer.  This  latter  proposal  will  form  a  good  precedent  for  adop- 
tion elsewhere  in  the  boroughs  throughout  the  country. 

12.  A  strong  attempt  was  mode  to  force  the  Government  to  giv« 
up  the  idea  of  incorporating  in  London  the  delac/ied  parte  of  MiddUeex 
— geographical  anomaliee. — The  Opposition  supported  the  Government, 
and  the  attempt  was  defeated. 

13.  All  the  righle  of  the  School  Board  are  definitely  protected — a 
matter  left  in  doubt  under  the  original  Bill.  And  all  the  rights  of  tits 
Teohniccd  Edncation  Board  of  the   L.C.C.  are  also   specifically  left 
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14.  One  of  the  principal  objections  of  the  Opposition  to  the  Bill 
wse  th«  large  number  of  ungekeduted  are<u.  Tbe  QovernDieat  have 
now  yielded  on  this  point,  and  have  scheduled  the  whole  of  the 
Metropolis.  The  areas  which  were  originally  scheduled  in  the  Bill  as 
boroughs  are : — 

Batteraea.  Islington.  Poplar. 

Camberwell.  Kensington.  St.  Marylebone. 

Chelsea.  Lambeth.  St.  Fancras. 

Fulham.  Lewisham.  Wandsworth. 

Hammersmith.  Faddington.  Westminster. 

Hampstead. 

To  these  nzMen  boroughs  there  have  now  been  added  eleven  more: — 

Bermondsej  and  Rotherhithe.  Shoreditoh. 

Bethnal  Green.  Southwark,     Newington,    and 

Deptford.  Walworth. 

Finsbury  (Elast  and  Central).  Tower  Hamlets  (exclusive  of 

Greenwich.  Poplar,  Bow  and  Bromley). 

Hackney.  Woolwich. 
Hoi  born. 

This  concession  is  one  of  the  most  important  made  by  Mr.  Balfour. 
For  with  it  one  of  the  worst  features  of  the  original  Bill  dis^peara, 
namely,  that,  while  sixteen  areas  were  scheduled,  no  less  than  twenty- 
two  existing  local  government  areas  were  left  unscheduled,  and  left, 
moreover,  to  the  tender  mercies  of  Commissioners,  without  any 
definite  instructions ;  so  that  they  might  have  created  enormous 
boroughs  totally  unsuited  to  the  local  life  of  the  districts  concerned. 

It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  the  Opposition  would  succeed  in 
getting  their  way  on  every  single  point ;  and  they  have  not.  But  the 
list  of  objections  of  importance  raised  and  not  removed  is  a  very  short 
one,  namely  : — 

1.  The  Opposition  objected  to(Ae  omution  of  the  Cily  fromOit  BUI. 
The  Government  have  declined  to  amend  the  Bill  in  this  respect.  It 
could  hardly  be  expected  that  a  Tory  Government  would.  But  it 
should  be  remembered  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  Bill  which  makes 
reform  of  the  City  impossible  in  the  future. 

2.  The  Opposition  objected  to  the  power  conferred  on  Borough 
CtninciU  to  promote  Bills.  Here  the  Government  have  declined  to  give 
way,  and  this  remains  a  blot  upon  the  Bill. 

3.  The  "  Gmaier  Weetmingter "  remains ;  a  powerful  Borough 
which  may  prove  a  foe  to  Progressive  views. 

The  Bill,  as  now  amended,  may  not  do  very  much  good,  but  would 
certainly  do  very  little  harm.  Tlie  powers  of  the  LlC.C.  are  prac- 
ticaUy  left  intact. 
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liOrd  S&lUbury  had  a  very  pleasant  eTCning 

Lord  Salisbury      with  the  Knights    Imperial  of  the  Primrose 

AND  League  on  May  ISth  at  the  Hotel  Cecil.     Its 

"  Pbopbrtt."         object,  if  we  are  to  believe  the  Dailt/  TeUgTapli, 

was  to  raise  a  little  money,  or  at  cdl  events  to 

get  money  sooner  or  later  : — 

"One  of  the  pleosanteat  dinners  of  the  season  was  ^vwi  last  night  by 
the  Knights  Imperial  of  the  Primrose  League  in  the  Hotel  Cecil.  This  body, 
which  is  a  grade  of  the  famous  asaociation  which  plays  such  an  important 
part  in  political  life,  ia  intended  for  gentlemen  who,  without  much  time  to 
devote  personally  to  the  work  of  organiaatioa,  desire  to  assist  it  with  the 
sinews  of  war  as  far  as  they  can." 

Now  speaking  to  an  audience  such  as  this  it  is  only  natural  that  Lord 
Salisbury  should  try  to  make  their  flesh  creep  by  telling  tbem  what 
awful  things  would  happen  if  the  Liberals  return  to  power.  Property 
(exclaims  Lord  Salisbury)  will  be  what  the  Radicals  will  attack  when 
they  are  again  "  active  and  united  "  : — 

"  Their  effaria  cau  only  be  mat  by  a  corresponding  effort  on  the  part  of 
those  who  wish  the  ancient  principles  of  property  and  the  system  on  which 
this  country  has  reached  so  vast  a  height  of  civilisation  and  of  prosperity  to 
be  maintained  and  to  be  upheld.  It  will  depend  upon  the  efforts  of  thuse 
who  hold  that  such  attacks  should  be  repelled.  But  do  not  imagine  that  we 
can  stand  aside — one  of  us  in  a  country  house,  another  in  a  city  office,  a  third 
in  any  field  of  activity,  following  his  own  vocation,  thinking  of  his  own 
immediate  interests,  and  abstaining  from  combining  together  for  the  oo- 
operacion  in  which  salvation  alone  is  to  be  found.  Unless  we  co-operate 
together  we  are  lost." 

This  sounds  very  dreadful,  but  we  suspect  it  was  all  designed  to 
increase  the  amounts  of  the  cheques  which  these  Knights  Imperial 
are  to  provide  as  "  sinews  of  war  "  for  the  Tory  war  chest. 

Lord  Salisbury,  it  should  be  noted,  did  frankly  admit  that  in 
opposing  Parliameatary  reform  the  Tory  party  put  their  money  on  the 
"  wrung  horse  "  : — 

"If  you  will  look  at  the  history  of  the  Liberal  party  during  this  past 
century  yuu  will  see  that  their  great  successes  have  been  almost  entirely 
upon  one  set  of  questions,  viz.,  those  which  concern  Parliamentary  repre- 
sentation. On  that  subject,  of  course,  the  two  parties  have  a  different 
record  to  show  and  different  claims  to  success  to  bring  forward,  but  in  this 
particular  instance  I  think  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  Liberal  party  were 
more  with  the  current  of  their  times,  and  therefore  recorded  a  more 
remarkable  triumph." 

Yet  we  all  remember,  or  at  all  events  know,  the  horrible  Tory  pre- 
dictions of  what  was  to  happen  as  the  result  of  these  Parliamentary 
reforms.  From  the  failure  of  those  predictions  the  country  will  know 
how  to  estimate  at  their  true  value  Tiord  Salisbury's  present  frightened 
prophecies. 
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Tvni*v  PotivTRR  "^^^  '**"*^*  "'^•'i'  *•*    '''^  Indian    Counter- 

INDIAJT  COUNTER         ^^j,j^      g^  jj^^^j^    ^^   ^^^^  ,^^   j^,j  j^  ^ 

VAILING  Sugar       Blue  Book  ([C.-9287.]     Price  lid.)    It  may 
be  summariued  as  follows  : — 

May  5lh,  1898. — Lord  Elgin,  writing  to  the  Home  Government, 
says  on  behalf  of  the  Indian  Government : — 

An  examination  of  the  atatamenta  in  the  note  on  the  effect  on  the  eugar- 
cane  industry  of  India  of  the  unrastrtcted  importation  of  bounty-fed  sugar, 
which  forms  one  of  the  enclosures  of  this  despatch,  leads  us  to  the  conclusion 
that  while  the  competition  of  imported  8U|{ar  (of  which  three-fifths  are  cane 
sugar)  may  have  reduced  the  prolits  of  tjie  refining  industry,  it  does  not 
appear  to  have  materially  affected  the  producer.  He  relies  mainly  on  the 
demand  for  unrefined  sugar,  which  constitutes  seven-eighths  of  the  trade, 
and  in  respect  of  these  seven-eighths,  there  seems  to  be  no  reason  to  appre- 
hend that  the  producer's  profits  have  been  lowered  by  the  increased 
importation  of  beet  sugar. 

While,  therefore,  we  adhere  to  the  position  stated  in  the  Financial 
Despatches  No.  33  of  I4th  February,  1888,  and  Ko.  145  of  14th  May,  1889, 
and  are  prepared  to  press  for  the  abolition  of  the  sugar-bounties,  and  to 
join  in  an  international  Convention  for  thst  purpose,  we  are  not  prepared  to 
levy  countervailing  duties  on  sugar  imported  into  India  as  suggested  by 
Messrs.  Begg,  Dunlop  and  Co.,  Turner,  Morrison  and  Co.,  and  Lyall, 
Marshall  and  Co..  in  their  letter  dated  23rd  February,  1898. 
This  is  exactly  the  attitude  taken  up  by  Great  Britfun  her|elf. 

Auffatt  2$th. — ^Lord  George  Hamilton  oaks  the  Indian  Government 
why  they  &re  not  prepared  to  levy  countervailing  duties  on  bounty-fed 
sugar  imported  into  India. 

Janaarn  l&lli,  1899. ^Lord  George  Hamilton  writes  to  the  Indian 
Government,  asking  them  to  reconsider  their  determination  not  to  levy 
countervailing  duties.  Reference  is  made  to  a  memorial  From 
Mauritius,  asking  India  to  levy  them  and  a  despatch  is  given  from  our 
Colonial  Olfice  to  the  Indian  OIGce,  dated  January  3rd  : — 

Hr,  Chamberlain  concurs  in  the  apprehension  of  the  Memorialists  that 
the  continued  sale  of  bounty-fed  sugar  will  drive  Mauritian  sugar  out  of  the 
Indian  market,  and  will  result  in  ruin  and  distress  to  a  Colony  the  majority 
of  whose  population  ara  natives  of  India  or  their  descendants. 

He  therefore  trusts  that  this  petition  may  receive  the  favourable  con- 
nideration  of  Lord  George  Hamilton  and  of  His  Excellency  the  Oovemor- 
Oeneral  of  India  in  Council. 
In  sending  this  on  to  India,  Lord  George  Hamilton  adds  : — 

I  commend  to  your  consideration  his  further  remarks  on  the  sugar 
bounties  question.  Your  Government  will  doubtless  consider  the  matter, 
chiefly  and  primarily,  in  the  interests  of  the  people  of  India  ;  but,  subject  to 
this  condition,  any  benelit  which  may  be  likely  to  accrue  to  the  people  of  the 
Maoritius  would  be  an  additional  ai^ument  in  favour  of  the  measures 
proposed. 

Mr.  Chamberlain,  in  effect,  says  to  Lord  George  Hamilton:  "  I  want 
counter  vailing  duties  to  oblige  Mauritius  " ;  Lord  George  Hamilton  to 
Lord  Curzon  ;  "  Fleaiie  try  and  '  work  '  it  if  you  can." 

January  2\th.  — Lord  George  Hamilton  wires  to  Lord  Curzon, 
begging  India  to  adopt  countervailing  duties. 
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February  1«(. — Lord  Curzon  vrires,  practically  saying  be  will  do 
what  Home  Oorernment  wants. 

FdiTiiary  24(A. — Lord  George  Hamilton  to  IjordCurion — "Desire 
to  know  if  you  propoee  to  pass  an  Act  this  Session  imposing  counter- 
vailing duties." 

F^ruary  25/A.— Lord  Curson  to  Lord  George  Hamilton — "  Pro- 
pose to  legislate  on  American  model" 

March  \H. — Lord  George  Hamilton  to  Ijord  Curzon. — "Suggested 
legislation  approved  by  Her  Majesty's  Government." 

March  3ri. — Lord  Curzon  to  Lord  George  Hamilton — "Bill  will 
be  brought  forward  on  March  10th,  in  newspapers  March  13th." 

March  lliA. — Lord  George  Hamilton  to  Lord  Curzon — "  Wheo 
wUl  Bill  be  passed  1" 

March  \ith. — Iiord  Curzon  to  Lord  George  Hamilton — "On 
March  20th,  I  hope." 

March  18(A. — Lord  George  Hamilton  to  Lord  Curzon:  "Please 
telegraph  as  soon  as  you  have  given  your  assent ;  also  Eiubstance  of 
principal  clauses." 

March   2(ith. — Lord   Curzon    to    Lord   George  Hamilton  :    "  Bill 
pAssBD  Council  to-day.     It  combs  into  force  at  oncb  ! " 
Surely  there  never  was  a  case  in  which  a  "put  up  job"  was  made  a 
fait  aecmnpU  with  such  tremendous  expedition. 


It  need  hardly  be  said  that  the  campaign 
Bodntieb  asd        in  favour  of  countervailing  duties  began  long 

Countervailing  ago ;  and  a  correspondent  is  good  enough  to 
Duties.  send  ns  a  most  interesting  pamphlet  which  he 

published  in  1682,  designed  to  state  the  case 
against  these  duties  from  the  point  of  view  of  an  "  English  Consumer." 
Then  (1)  the  English  sugar  refiners  and  (2)  the  West  Indies  demanded 
countervailing  duties.  The  action  of  the  Government  of  India 
eighteen  years  later  in  imposing  these  duties  in  order  to  help  the 
West  Indies  is  the  first  breach  ma<1e  into  the  Free  Trade  doctrine 
that  it  is  no  more  advisable  for  us  to  legislate  against  other  nations' 
bounties  than  it  is  against  other  nations'  tarifis.  In  the  pamphlet  it  is 
shown  that  Bentham  and  Adam  Smith  are  against  countervailing 
duties,  and  the  author  sums  up  the  case  as  follows  : — 

"  All  this  is,  of  course,  recognised  by  the  present  Government,*  who  in 
Uie  admirable  Memorandum  issued  hj  the  Board  of  Trnde  in  August  last 
(Parliamentary  Papers,  1861,  No.  422),  thus  lay  down  the  principles  upon 
which  they  have  acted: — 'At  present  in  the  opinion  of  her  Majesty's 
GoTemment  the  effect  of  the  alleged  bounties  given  by  foreign  OoTemmenta 
has  been  to  cheapen  the  price  of  su){ar  to  the  consumer  in  this  country, 
while,  up  to  this  time,  the  genenU  industry  of  sugar  refining  in  the  Ignited 
Kingdom,  and  of  sugar  production  in  the  Colonies,  has  not  been  seriously 
affected,  though  there  has  been  some  transfer  of  capital  and  labour  from  one 
branch  of  sugar  refining  to  another.     As  the  policy  of  this  country  has  been 

a  which  the  President  of  the  Boatd  ot 
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for  mKDj  fe«ra  to  prefer  the  large  consuming  interests  of  the  whole  com- 
■DQQitjr  to  the  unall  producing  Interaet  of  any  ningle  cloaa,  the  Government 
were  not  prap&red  to  recommend  »ny  remonstrance  to  foreign  Governments 
regarding  their  bounties  on  the  ground  of  Alleged  injury  to  the  trading 
interests  of  this  country.  At  the  same  time  the  Government  desired  for 
all  other  countries,  as  for  this  country,  the  establishment  of  a  policy  of 
complete  Free  Trade,  believing  thac,  in  the  long  run,  absolute  non-interfer- 
ence with  trade,  whether  by  bounties  or  protective  duties,  is  the  system  most 
conducive  to  general  prosperity.  They  were  sccordingly  desirous  to  AdvocBt« 
its  adoption  by  all  reasonable  means,  even  in  a  case  like  the  present,  where 
the  immediate  effects  of  the  bounties  is  to  benefit  this  country  at  the 
expense  of  other  nations.' 

"  To  those  who  demanded  that  they  should  show  their  zeal  for  Free 
Trade  by  answering  Protection  by  ' countsrvailing '  {i.e.,  protective)  duties 
of  their  »wn,  the  Government  reply,  'The  seneral  principle  which  governs 
the  financial  policy  of  this  country  is  that  the  Government  shall  not  inter- 
fere  with  the  course  of  trade,  either  by  giving  bounties  or  by  imposing 
duties.  To  this  policy  no  exception  has  hitherto  been  made,  whatever  the 
conduct  of  foreign  Governments  may  have  been  either  in  encouraging  their 
own  manufactures  or  in  discouraging  oun.  .  .  .  Further,  protective 
duties  in  foreign  countries  are  even  more  injurious  to  the  intfirests  of  this 
country  than  bounties,  since  they  operate  no  less  than  bounties  to  the  du- 
advant^e  of  our  producers,  whilst  unUke  bounties  they  confer  no  benefit  on 
our  consumers.  If  duties  ara  to  be  imposed  to  coiintenct  foreign  bounties, 
a  furtii/ri,  ought  they  to  be  imposed  to  counteract  foreign  protective  duties. 
To  impose  countervailing  duties  in  order  to  neutralise  the  indirect  sugar 
bounties  would,  therefore,  be  to  take  the  firHt  step  in  reversing  that  Free 
Trade  policy  which  was  adopted  on  the  clearest  grounds  of  argument,  and 
has  conferred  immense  advantages  on  the  industrial  classes  of  this  country. ' 

"  Sume  of  the  *  Anti- Bounty  '  party  tell  ua  that,  since  the  sugar  bounties 
force  trade  out  of  ita  natural  channels,  vre  are  '  aiding  and  abetting ' 
Protection,  and  are  therefore  Protectionists  ourselves  if  we  do  not  impose 
duties  to 'countervail'  such  bounties.  The  argument,  if  it  means  anything, 
can  only  mran  that  we  are  not  consistent  Free  Traders  unless  we  become 
Protectionist !  All  Protection,  whether  in  the  form  of  bounties  or  of 
duties,  forces  trade,  more  or  less,  out  of  its  natural  channels.  We  are 
then 'aiding  and  abetting  Protection '  and  '  not  consistent  Free  Traders  ' 
unless  we  ourselves  put  on  retaliatory  duties  in  order  to  keep  the  trade  of 
our  home  producer  in  '  its  natural  channels  '  ;  in  other  words,  to  protect 
them  i^jainst  the  Protection  of  the  foreigner ! 

"  Setting  aside  this  *  latter-day  logic '  we  arrive  at  the  following  conclu- 
sions : — (1)  A  bounty  on  exportation  is  economically  injurious  to  the 
country  which  pays  it,  but  economically  advantageous  to  the  country 
which  receives  the  bounty-fed  commodities  ;  in  fact,   the  exporting  country 

Etiys  '  tribute '  to  the  consuming  country.  (2)  Therefore,  although  it  would 
B  very  injurious  to  the  community  to  impose  retaliatory  duties  to  counteract 
foreign  protective  duties,  it  would  be  still  more  injurious  to  impose  so-called 
'  countervailing '  duties  to  counteract  foreign  bounties,  although  the  field 
for  injury  wiiuTd  be  less  extensive.  <!!)  Such  'countervailing'  duties  would 
be  imposed  for  the  protection  of  a  special  class  at  the  expense  of  the  general 
community,  and  would,  therefore,  t>e  in  reality  protective  ;  for  the  special 
pleading  which  has  been  employed  in  their  iKihalf  has  only  succeeded  in 
finding  '  a  distinction  without  a  difference ' ;  a  duty  which  is  imposed  in 
Older  to  protect  native  industries  against  foreign  competition  being  none  the 
less  protective  because  that  competition  is  itself  created  or  encouraged  by 
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Mr.  ChamberUtn  was  a  member  of  the  Goverament  which  put  out 
the  above  niemoraaduia,  aad  on  August  12th,  1881,  said,  in  discassin^; 
whether  anyone  proposed  to  put  a  duty  on  raw  materials  :  — 

"  Is  it  conceivable  that  we  should  ever  be  foolish  enough  to  do  away 
with  the  foundation  of  a  great  part  of  our  trade — namely,  the  freedom  with 
which  we  receive  the  raw  material  ?  Talic  the  case  of  sugar.  Why  is  it  that 
this  trade  has  been  ao  prosperous  of  late  years,  so  much  ho  that  I  have  heard 
it  currently  reported  that  one  of  the  leaders  in  this  manufacture  hag  inad«  a 
fortune  of  one  or  two  millions  sterlin);  in  less  than  twenty  years  T  It  is 
partly,  at  all  events,  in  conseijuence  of  the  iajudicious  bounty  system 
adopted  by  other  countries  which  has  enabled  our  manufacturers  to  get 
their  raw  sugar  at  less  than  cost  price,  and  has  enabled  them  to  undersell 
the  manufacturers  of  the  rejb  of  the  world,  especially  in  neutral  countries. 
This  is  a  fact  which  the  Austrians  hnve  begun  to  find  out ;  and  manufac- 
turers both  in  Austria  and  in  Prance  are  naturally  protesting  agatost  a 
systein  which  places  this  immense  advantage  at  the  disposal  of  the  British 

Since  1881  our  refiners  have  suffered  by  the  increased  importation  of 
refined  sugar ;  but  their  loss  has  been  the  gain  of  those  who  make 
jam  and  confectionery. 


The  Oddfellows  have    been    holding   their 
Mr.  Chahbrrlain     Annual  Conference  this  year  at  Bimiingham, 
ANR  and  have  been  entertained  by  Mr.  Ch^mberlaio 

Old-Agr  PkN8[0S3.    at  Highbury.     After  they  had  inspected  the 
conservatories  and  the  grounds,  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain gave  them  aa  address  on  the  terrace — an  address  which  may  be 
summed  up  under  three  heads  : — 

(1)  A  diiftncR  of  the  Compensation  Act. 

(2)  A  lecture  to  tht  friendly  gacietiet  for  not  having  fo-ind  an  Old- 
Age  Pension  Scheme — Mr.  Chamberlain  said  : — 

*'I  any  it  is  a  singular  thing  that,  in  the  endeavour  to  popularise  this 
aubject — to  bring  some  knowledge  to  the  mind-i  of  the  [leople  and  the 
consciences  of  the  people  as  to  the  evil  which  exists  and  the  only  way  bf 
which  a  remedy  can  be  found— I  and  those  who  have  worked  with  me  have 
had  little  assistance  from  the  leaders  of  friendly  societies.  I  addressed  a 
large  meeting  of  friendly  societies  in  Birmingham  recently.  I  daresay  some 
here  were  present  on  that  occasion,  but  no  response  has  come  to  the  appeal 
I  then  made  to  friendly  societies  to  look  into  this  thiug,  having  their  owo 
interests  chiefly  in  view,  and  to  see  what  they  could  do  to  try  tn  help  to  find 
a  solution  of  the  question. " 

This  is  really  very  entertaining.  It  is  as  if  you  invited  a  man  to 
dinner  and  then  complained  that  he  brought  nothing  with  him  to  eat 
(3.)  An  apologia  for  kia  own  broken  promitee. — He  said  : — 
"  I  liave  been  called  over  the  coals  in  reference  to  this  matter  because  I 
have  not  been  able  to  produce  a  scheme  at  once  and  immediately  which 
satisfies  everybody.  {La>i^hter,  and  a  voice,  '  You  never  will.')  I  do  not 
think  I  ever  pretended  to  the  sort  of  ability  which  would  enable  a  man  to 
do  that.  Un  the  contrary,  when  I  first  took  up  the  matter— not  with  any 
political  motive,  because  at  tliat  time  I  had  atuolutely  nothing  to  gain,  but 
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eoDcerely  mored  hj  the  facts  and  figures  which  had  been  brought  before  me 
on  the  subject — I  weighed  out  the  enomtouii  diDicultieB  which  attended  ft 
solution,  and  I  hava  no  doubt  put  forward  from  tima  to  time  ditferent 
su^eations  for  criticism  and  conBidanitiun  and  for  amendment,  if  such 
cnuld  be  offered  to  them.  Stitl  I  am  not  dissatisfied  with  the  prt^resH  made. 
Hume  was  not  built  in  a  day,  and  we  are  not  going  to  have  old-age  pensions 

£at  there  have  been  lote  of  "weeks"  since  Mr.  Chamberlain  (at 
•'crowded"  meetings)  spoke  of  the  proposals  that  were  "so  simple" 
that  anyone  could  understand  them. 


The    history     of     the     Seats    for    Shop 

Skats  pob  Shop  Assistants  (Scotland)  Bill  is  instructive  as 
Assistants.  illustrating     (1)    the    extraordinary    way    in 

which  the  Ministry  carry  on  their  administra- 
tive work,  and  (2)  the  power  possessed  and  used  by  the  House  of 
Lords  to  veto  legislation  approved  by  the  House  of  Commons.  The 
Bill  was  brought  in  by  seven  Scotch  members — five  Liberals  (Mr. 
Souttar,  Sir  John  Leng,  Mr.  Pirie,  Mr,  Caldwell,  and  Mr.  Colville) 
and  two  Unionists  (Mr.  Parker  Smith  and  Colonel  Denny).  It  was 
read  a  first  time  on  February  21st,  a  second  on  April  l'2th,  and  in 
committee  on  April  19th.  It  was  considered  as  amended  on  April 
26th,  when,  on  the  motion  of  the  Lord  Advocate,  as  representing  the 
tiovernment,  two  clauses  were  added,  and  the  Bill  was  read  a  third 
time  aad  passed.  Here  is  its  text  as  amended,  partly  (as  we  have 
seen)  at  the  instance  of  the  Government  itself : — 

"1.  In  all  rooms  of  a  shop,wareroom,  warehouse,  or  other  premises  where 
goods  are  actually  retailed  to  the  public,  and  where  female  araistanta  are 
employed  for  the  retailing  of  goods  to  the  public,  the  employer  carrying  on 
business  in  such  premises  nhall  provide  seats  behind  the  counter  and  in  the 
show-rooms,  or  in  such  other  place  as  an  inspector  under  this  Act  may 
direct,  for  the  use  of  the  assistants  employed  by  him,  and  such  seaM  shall 
be  in  the  proportion  of  not  less  than  one  seat  to  every  two  assistants 
employed  in  each  room. 

"  2.  Any  person  failing  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  Act  shall 
be  liable,  on  summary  conviction,  for  a  Urst  offence  to  a  biie  not  exceeding 
three  pounds,  and  for  a  second  or  subsequent  offence  to  a  fine  not  less  than 
one  pound  and  not  exceeding  five  pounds. 

"  3.  This  Act  shall  extend  to  Scotland  only,  and  shall  come  into  force  on 
the  first  day  of  January,  one  thou<>and  nine  hundred. 

"  4.  This  Act  shall  be  read  and  construed  as  one  with  the  Shop  Houts 
Acta,  1893  to  1895.  and  may  be  cited  aepsrately  ft")  the  Seals  for  Shop 
Assistants  (Scotland)  Act,  1899." 

Next  day  (April  27iih)  the  Bill  was  brought  up  to  the  House  of  Lords 
and  read  a  first  time,  and  on  May  4th  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale  moved  its 
second  reading.  Lord  Shand  made  a  high  Tory  speech  opposing  it, 
and  then  Lord  Salisbury  spoke.  A  priori,  one  would  imagine  that, 
as  Prime  Minister,  he  would  have  supported  a  Bill  which  had  been 
allowed  to  pass  unopposed  in  the  House  of  Commons  with  the  kaow- 
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ledge  And  approval  of  the  Scotch  Office,  represented -in  the   Hoase   of  i 
Lords  by  Ijord  Balfour  of  Burleigh.     But  no : — 

(1)  Lord  Salbbury  first  sa-ys,  "  I  knew  nothing  of  this  Bill  until 
I  came  to  this  House" — i.e.,  he  had  taken  no  trouble  to  infonn  him- 
8elf  of  what  the  Orders  of  the  Dny  were. 

(2)  He  added  "  I  was  not  aware  that  such  a  Bill  was  passing 
through  the  other  House  of  Parliament."  I 

(3)  Lord  Salisbury,  the  Dictator,  coolly  threw  over  the  Scotch  j 
Office  (for  all  the  world  as  if  it  were  the  Education  Department)  and  [ 
made  a  speech  which  caused  the  Bill  at  once  to  be  thrown  out : —  | 

"  It  is  not  necetwary  to  say  that  it  ia  a  very  small  Bill  for  Parliament  to 
legislato  upon.     But,  beaidea  that,  it  is  in  ita  effects  and  ultimate  purport  a    i 
vtiy  lai^e  Bill,  beoiuse  it  is  introducing  us  to  an  entirely  uew  field  of    I 
legislation  which  may  carry  us  exceedingly  Ear.     In  such  matters  aa  facility 
for  standing  up  and  sitting  down  we  have  hitherto  trusted  to  the  instincts  of 
hamanity,  believing  that  people  could  manage  them  themselves.     But  if   we 
were  to  say  when  they  ought  to  sit  down  and  to  see  that  proper  oppiortunitie* 
are  provided  for  sitting  down  when  thay  desire,  I  do  not  see  the  I<^cal 
[irocess  by  which  we  should  confine  it  to  warehouses  and  shops  where  female 
assistants  are  engaged  in  retailing  goods  to  the  pubUc.     Tne  image  of  the     i 
hmuemaid  crosMa  my  mind.     How  often  she  must  desire  to  sic  down  !     Ar«     I 
you  prepared  to  have  an  army  of  iuspectors  to  examine  the  house  of  ever; 
householder  to  see  that  there  are  a  suHiciant  number  of  chairs  placed  at     | 
stated  intervals,  so  that  at  each  moment  of  exhaustion  the  housemaid  may- 
sit  down  in  comfort  ?     I  am  afraid  you  will  find  you  have  undertaken  more 
work  than  you  can  do.     I  have  every  sympathy  with  those  assistants — and     ' 
certainly  there  are  not  more  in  Scotland  than  in  other  places— who  suffer 
from  the  want  of   considerateneas  and  kindness  of  their  employers  in  this 
and  other  respects.     I  look  to  the  only  safe  and  only  effective  cure  of  such 
evils— to  the  gradual  working  of    civilised  opinion,  which  is  carrying  the 
duty  of  philanthropy  more  and  more  to  the  hearts  of  every  class.     And  I 
think  you  will  do  more  wisely  to  trust  yourselves  to  that,  but,  at  all  events, 
do  not  allow  this  Bill  to  slip  through  as  an  unconsidered  thing.     It  is  the 
sanction  of  a  principle  which  will  call  for  your  consideratiun  in  other  matters 
and  will  produce  great  embarrassment.     If  we  are  to  do  it  at  least  let  us 
have  an  inquiry  into  the  matter.  There  has  been  no  inquiry  whatever.    Let 
us  aicertain  if  the  shopwomen  of  Scotland  require  more  sitting  da<m  than 
the  shopwomen  of  England.     Let  ua  understand  on  what  grounds  this  very 
exceptional  adoption  of  a  very  far-reaching  principle  has  been  introduced  in 
this  silent  and.  what  I  might  almost  say,  surreptitious  manner." 
It  is  hardly  necessary  to  point  out  hovr  thin  these  excuses  are  for 
throwing  out  the  Bill.     Besides,  Lord  Salisbury  himself  disposed  two       i 
years  ago  of  the  "  thin  end  of   the  wedge "   argument  when    Lord 
Londonderry  asked  why  agricultural  labourers  were  excluded  from 
the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  and  "  warned  nobte  lords  that  its 
extension  to  agriculture  was  only  a  question  of  time."     Whereupon 
Lord  Salisbury  replied  : — 

"  All  the  fears  which  the  noble  lord  has  eipressed  so  freely  that  the 
principles  we  have  adopted  would  he  like  a  voracious  monster  going  through 
the  country  swallowing  up  every  class  and  subduing  everything  under  its 
rule  might  have  been  equally  urged  against  the  Ten  Hours  Bill.     It  might       i 
have  been  argued,  '  If  you  introduce  this  for  any  workman,  why  not  apply       | 
it  to  all !    If  you  introduce  it  for  women,  it  will  have  to  be  applied  to  men. 
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'Vou  will  not  Btop  UDtU  71m  have  plitced  every  eervftnt  in  the  country  under 
lilie  protection  of  the  Ten  Hourd  Rule.'  But  these  things  hkve  not  hap- 
pened. What  we  have  to  consider  is  whether  the  sdvsnt^es  we  obtain 
<Jntweigb  the  disadvant^ea.  I  do  not  think  that  uie  Ao'dd  diArusl  tntrielvta, 
■nnd  imagine  that  tee  cnniiot  girt  proper  rutraint  and  proportitmt  to  the  prin- 
eipU  thai  we  ore  aee-epting." 

That  is  to  say  the  House  of  Lords,  which  Lord  Satisbary  admits  is 
qnite  strong  enough  to  exclude  the  agricultural  laborer  from  work- 
men's compensation,  is  not  now  capable,  according  to  the  same  atates- 
man,  of  preventing  the  housemaid  being  handed  a  chair  I  In  his 
action  over  this  Bill  we  (cet  a  glimpse  of  the  real  Lord  Salisbury — 
thinking  nothing  of  constitutional  practice  when  it  suits  his  purpose, 
and  using  his  sopreme  position  in  the  House  of  Lords  to  throw  oat 
what  he  conceives  to  be  nnduly  favorable  to  the  workers. 


We  give  below  the  fignres  relating  to  tho 
Bbitibh  Tradb.       Imports    and    Exports   for  April,  along  with 
a  table  showing  the  year's  trade    to  date,  as 
npared  with  the  same  period  during  1898 : — 


April,  1899. 

Month  endins  30th  April. 

iDonaaa. 

D«CTWW. 

188».                  1893. 

Im     rts 

£.                       £ 

£ 
1,790,847 

£ 

25,426,111 
&,968.666 

23,636.2li4 
6,139,263 

Be-exporte  of  ForeignJ 
and                  [ 

170,688 

Total 

Net  730,665 



Year's  Tradb  to  Date. 


For  the  faai  mootha  ending; 

DeoTwn. 

30th  April,  "99. 

30th  April,  m 

Im     rts 

£ 
167,651,443 
81,611,487 

22,209,306 

£ 
159,317,623 
75,203,129 

21,260,026 

£ 
6,308,368 
9B9,280 

£ 
1,766,180 

Ete-exporta  of  Foreign  1 

and                \ 

Colonial  Merchandise) 

— 

Total  .. 

261,272,236 

266,770,777 

.Vrf  5,601,458 
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Sir    William    Harcourt,    on    May     30th, 

Sib  Williak  delivered    to   his   cooatituenta    ia    W&lea    the 

Hahcouet  IK  Walks,  tirst  address  aince  his  resignation.     Referring 

to  Impenalism  (it  is  a  point  of  honour  witli 

every  leading  Liberal  to  discuss  it)  he  said  : — 

"  I  should  like  to  ask  whether  this  Tory  Imperialism  includes  or  do«s 
not  include  the  conception  o(  the  contentment  of  the  people  who  are 
governed.  I  should  like  to  know,  was  it  Imperialism  that  lost  America  V 
Was  it  its  separatism  that  has  rendered  Canada  the  most  loyal  child  of  ouv 
Empire  )  We  refused  Home  Rule  to  the  United  States.  We  have  );ntQted 
Home  Rule  to  Canada.  You  will  find  probably  in  that  short  account  the 
difference  of  our  relations  in  the  past  with  those  two  great  populations.  Z>o 
not  let  us  be  the  slaves  of  phrasen.  Let  us  try  to  look  at  things  as  they 
are.  What  is  this  Imperialism,  which,  in  the  slang  of  the  day,  is  pai&ded 
as  the  highest  form  of  patriotism  !  I  laugh  sometimes  when  I  hear  myself 
and  others  denounced  as  'Little  Englanders.'  I  confess  I  did  not  kaow 
that  there  was  a  Little  England  to  belong  to.  I  always  thoufcht  that 
England  was  the  greatest,  the  most  extensive,  the  most  powerful,  the  most 
famous  nation  in  the  world  ;  that'  it  was  one  of  which  any  man  might  be 

Rroud  b)  be  a  citizeri  and  have  no  cause  to  be  dissatisfied.  Little  Ehigland, 
irsooth  I  Where  is  it  ?  If  I  desired — which  I  do  not— to  be  a  Little 
Englander,  I  must  cease  to  be  a  British  citizeu,  because,  being  a  British 
citizen,  I  am  necessarily  a  Great  Englander,  a  citizen  of  a  great  empire. 
Well,  now,  there  is  nothing,  whether  in  public  or  in  private  life,  so  mis- 
chievous as  the  use  of  terms  to  wbich  peopleattooh  a  very  different  meaning. 
But  what  does  this  Imperialism  you  hear  so  much  about  mean  ?  If  it  means 
pursuing  a  policy  whicn  is  the  wisest  and  the  best  tor  that  great  Empire  to 
which  we  belong,  of  course  we  are  all  Imperialists  in  that  sense.  But  then 
remaine  the  practical  question— what  is  the  aoiiey  of  Imperialism  ?  It  is  a 
policy  which  has  its  first  regard  to  the  consolidation  of  the  vast  dominions, 
the  countless  millions,  and  the  varied  interests  which  compose  our  un- 
equalled Empire,  the  development  of  their  resources,  the  lightening  of  their 
burdens,  the  fostering  of  their  natural  growth,  the  reUef  of  distress  within 
it,  and  tl)e  raising  of  the  standard  of  all  sorts  and  oonditions  of 
men  who  are  the  subjects  of  the  Queen.  That  is  Imfierialism  as 
I  understand  it.  That  is  a  policy  which  makes  the  Empire  great 
and  which  keeps  it  so.  There  is  another  and  exactly  opposite  view 
of  Imperial  policy,  and  it  is  to  f>ostpone  and  suborainate  all  these 
objects  to  vanity,  to  the  acquisition  of  fresh  populations,  the  adoption  of 
additional  burdens—  that  is  the  extensionists'  theory,  and  the  excensionists, 
it  seems  to  me,  are  extremely  tike  what  in  currency  are  called  the  inflation- 
ists,  who  are  of  opinion  that  the  more  paper  you  issue  tho  more  wealth  you 
create  and  the  more  prosperity  you  will  have.  Well,  I  am  not  an  intlation- 
ist  in  currency,  and  1  am  not  an  eitensionist.  In  my  judgment,  ab  least,  it 
is  a  greater  and  a  wiser  policy  to  cultivate  an  Empire  than  to  boom  an 
Empire.  It  seems  to  be  thought  that,  consequently,  from  this  point  of  view 
of  the  extensionists,  acquisition  by  every  other  nation  is  a  wrong  to 
ourselves,  and  so  wo  become  the  >wom  rivals  of  every  State,  and,  if  occasion 
arises,  their  foes.  These  people  hold  that  the  '  earth  is  ourselves  and  the 
fulness  thereof,'  and  that  for  this  object  no  limit  is  to  be  placed  to  the 
expenditure  of  the  country  or  the  taxation  of  the  people.  To  these  ends  the 
principal  genius  of  administration  and  the  energy  of  Parliament  are  directed. 
Social  reforms  are  neglected.  Indeed.  Mr.  Chamberlain  told  us,  in  a  scorn- 
ful tone,  that  to  talk  of  their  social  reforms  was  merely  'parochial,' and  that 
what  we  ought  to  occupy  ourselves  with  is  this  inflated  Imperialism.     Now, 
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wbAt  is  the  end  of  ttwtf  It  meaOB  that  the  Empire  is  oonimitted  to  land 
speculaton.  to  mining  Bfndicates,  and  that  they  are  to  determine  the  limits 
of  the  Empire  and  the  method  of  ita  administration.  They  are  not  particular 
— we  all  knoir  that^ — as  to  the  methods  to  be  employed.  '  EspnnBion  at  any 
rste,  at  whatever  cost,  and  by  whatever  means.'  That  is  the  'aleeping 
genie.'     Welt,  aoinetimea  I  think  it  might  be  better  if  it  took  a  little  mure 

Dealing  with  Lord  Salisbury's  "  property,  property,  property  "  speech. 
Sir  William  Harcourt  said  : — 

"He  (X«rrf  Sa(i»6'cri/)  reserves  for  the  last  hia  principal  charge  aipunnt 
me  in  particular  and  the  Ijiberal  party  to  which  I  belong  ai  a  whole,  that  we 
are  a  party  who  will  rely  upon  the  principle  of  attacking  property,  and 
especially  property  in  land.  Well,  now,  wealth,  I  suppose,  has  great  enjoy- 
meots,  but  it  has  also  some  discomforta,  and  these  very  rich  niun  always 
seem  to  me  like  the  old  lady  who  was  always  looking  for  a  bui^Ur  under 
her  bed.  In  every  otage  of  popular  reform  these  people  have  always  cried 
out  in  the  same  tone  and  said,  'Property  is  in  danger.'  They  say  the  people 
only  want  the  power  in  order  to  begin  to  plunder.  I  do  not  know  whether 
these  alarms  arise  from  memory  of  the  way  in  which  in  the  good  old  days, 
when  they  had  the  power  all  to  themselves,  they  dealt  with  tiie  property  of 
other  people,  but  1  venture  to  say  now  that  power  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
democracy  property  has  never  been  safer  than  it  is  to-day.     Security  of 

Eroperty  rests  upon  a  sense  of  justice,  and  it  is  that  security  which  the 
iberal  party  has  created  for  property.  Was  property  more  secure  in  the 
old  days  of  Tory  rule  1  I  do  not  know,  but  there  may  be  many  in  this  room 
who  remember  Monmouthshire  and  Newport  in  the  earlier  half  of  this 
century.  Before  the  Liberal  reforms,  was  [troperty  safer  in  Newport? 
What  has  made  the  difference  between  the  condition,  not  only  of  the 
bodies,  but  of  the  hearts  of  the  people  of  this  country,  in  the  sixty 
years  that  have  elapsed  since  the  commencement  of  the  reign  of  the 
Queen  1  It  has  been  that  Liberal  policy  which  has  abolished  odious 
privil^es  and  destroyed  unjust  monopolies.  That  is  the  security  of 
property.  We  have  passed  away  from  the  days  when  those  who  possessed 
political  power  placed  nearly  the  whole  weight  of  the  taxation  of  the  people 
upon  the  articles  of  consumption,  which  was  necessarily  a  burden  upon  the 
poor.  They  took  care  in  those  days  that  very  little  should  rest  upon  their 
own  shoulders.  There  are  many  men — I  am  not  sure  Lord  Salisbury  is  not 
one  of  them — who  bitterly  resent  these  reforms.  I  know  his  favourite  theme 
is  to  denounce  a  measure  with  which  I  had  some  connection  which  called 
upon  the  landed  interest  to  bear  its  full  share — its  fair  share — in  the 
taxation  of  the  juople,  and  a  very  small  fraction  it  is,  of  the  death  duties. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  I  observed  the  other  day,  made  a  manly 
protest  against  this  unmanly  complaint  of  rich  men.  Lord  Sulisbu^,  on  the 
third  reading  of  the  Finance  Bill  in  1894,  said  the  vote  of  the  House  of 
Commons  carried  no  weight  with  it,  ^nd  he  enumerated  eight  constituencies 
each  with  a  majority  of  not  more  than  150,  who,  he  said,  might  be  lodgers  or 
anything  else,  and  that  that  was  no  moral  weight  at  all  to  carry  such  a 
measure  as  that.  There  was  the  unfortunate  Parliament  of  1894,  but  in  the 
Pariiament  of  1895  it  is  not  150  householders  in  eight  constituencies,  but  it 
is  a  majority  of  160  which  he  lias  got  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  he  has 
never  dared  to  touch  that  measure.  And,  gentlemen,  upon  this  subject  I 
will  say  that  if  there  remain,  as  there  do  remain,  claiuteB  of  property  which 
do  not  now  pay  their  fair  share  towards  the  public  burdens,  such  as  ground- 
jvnts,  where  the  man  who  is  living  in  the  property  and  does  the  work  finds 
that  whUe  every  year  diminishes  hia  interest  and  the  period  of  his  lease. 
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ths  period  of  his  Undlord,  the  reveniioner,  evorj  year  .... 
why  should  oaa  pay  to  the  public  burdem  sad  not  the  other  ? 
Yes ;  Lord  SsliBbury  U  right,  and  there,  I  admit  it  again,  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Liberal  party,  when  they  have  the  power, 
to  redress  injustice  in  tuiation.  At  the  rate  that  Imperialism  ia  living  now 
the  question  of  the  incidence  of  taxation  will  beooina  the  moat  urgent  of  all 
reforms,  and  in  my  judgment  the  mark  of  the  Liberal  party  will  he  whether 
they  are  determined  that  the  burden  shall  fall  upon  Chose  who  are  the  must 
capable  of  bearing  it.  You  cannot  live  for  ever  by  robbing  the  death  fund. 
Two  Tory  Govemmente  have  dissipated  one-half  of  it.  The  waste  of  a  single 
year  may  svallow  up  what  will  remain,  and  you  will  come  to  the  necessity, 
and  that  before  long,  of  the  readjustment  of  taxation.  The  difference 
between  Liberal  finance  and  Tory  finance  will  then  become  apparent. 
The  principle  of  Tory  finance— and  they  have  shown  it  in  this  very  Parlia- 
ment— hoH  been  to  favour  particular  classes  and  special  interests.  The 
principle  of  Liberal  finance  has  been  to  deal  to  all  equal  justice,  to  bring 
into  contribution  all  classes  of  property  without  distinction,  and  to  demand 
that  in  proportion  to  their  capacity  all  alike  shall  take  their  share  in  the 
burden.  Lord  Salisbury  is  not  wrong,  therefore,  in  anticipating  that  the 
uueetion  of  taxation  may  be,  and  probably  will  become,  the  great  issue  of 
the  future." 


It  is  A  common  Tory    complaint    that    Sir 
Aqricultubal       William     Harcourt's     Budget    of      1894    bears 
Land    axd    tbk    hardly  on  t^ricultural  land  ;  it  is  notorious    that 
Dbath  Dutibs.     one  of  the  keenest  and  acubest  critics  of  that  Act 
is  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles.     It  is  a  little  astonishing, 
therefore,  to  find  Mr.  Bowles  writing  to  the  TtnM*  (on  May  29th) — to 
complain  of  the  1394  Budget,  it  is  true,  but  because  it  favours  agri- 
cultural land  as  compared  with  other  forms  of  property  ! 

Let  us  explain  how  the  difficulty  arises.  Mr.  Bowles,  in  stating 
what  the  law  is,  and  how  it  came  to  be  the  law,  says  : — 

"The  Act  imposes  estate  duty  upon  'the  principal  value'  of  'all 
property,  real  and  personal,'  which  passes  upon  death,  and  applies  to  alt 
such  property  precisely  the  same  scale  of  duty.  In  the  course,  however,  of 
the  three  months'  discussion  of  the  Act,  while  yet  a  Bill,  which  some  of  ua 
maintained,  with  very  little  assistance  from  our  front  bench,  the  Conserva- 
tive leadera  who  infrequently  occupied  that  bench  did  once  intervene  with 
effect ;  and  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach  struck  a  bargain  behind  the  Speaker's 
chair  with  Sir  William  Vernon  Harcourt,  whereby  it  was  agreed  to  ezt«n<l 
to  agricultural  land  a  very  special  fttvour,  not,  indued,  by  touching  the 
common  scale  of  duty,  but  by  manipulating  the  method  of  ascertaining  *  the 
principal  value'  of  that  particular  kind  of  property.  This  bargain  was 
embodied  in  section  7  (6)  which  provides  that  the  principal  value  of  such 
property  shall  not  exceed  25  times  the  irreducible  mitiimxm  net  annual 
value,  arrived  at  after  an  infinity  of  deductions,  including  all  such  as  are 
allowed  under  Schedule  A  of  the  income-tax,  all  such  as  are  allowed  under 
the  Succession  Act,  1S53,  and,  in  addition,  a  further  deduction  of  5  per 
cent,  for  management." 
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Now,  two  recenlljr  published  returns  by  the  War  Office  (No.  ?,032  of 
1898,  and  No.  150  of  1899,  moved  for  by  Mr.  Thomas  Bayley)  give  the 
"  gross  and  net  rentals  "  and  the  "agreed  price  "  of  some  38,000  acres 
of  agricultural  land  at  Salisbury  Plain  purchaaed  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment for  the  3tat«  from  some  40  different  private  owners.  From  these 
we  find  that  the  "total  net  rental"  of  the  properties  purchased  is 
given  as  £6,316.  This,  multiplied  by  25,  gives  £157,900  as  the  sum 
which,  as  would  thus  appear,  would  represent  the  principal  value  of 
these  properties  for  estate  duty,  though  this  sum  would  probably  have 
to  be  further  reduced  through  the  deductions  for  land  tax,  iSic,  not 
given  in  the  return.  Or,  to  take  it  another  way,  the  "  total  present 
rentals  "  of  these  properties  (i.e.,  "  gross  rentals  ")  is  given  as  £9,429. 
Now  we  learn  from  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue 
that  "  the  average  number  of  years'  purchase  of  the  gros:^  annual  value 
was  (in  1896-97)  in  the  case  of  agricultural  property  between  16  and 
17  ;"  so  if  we  multiply  the  gross  rental  by  17,  we  arrive  at  £160,293 
as  the  principal  value  for  estate  duty,  reached  from  the  gross  rental 
which,  as  will  be  seen,  differs  but  little  from  that  reached  from  the  net 
rental.  The  principal  value  of  these  properties,  therefore,  on  which 
estate  duty  would  bo  paid  may  be  aesumed  to  be  something  between 
X157,000  and  £160,000.  But  the  agreed  price  to  be  paid  for  them  by 
the  War  Office  is  no  less  than  £476,158,  so  that  the  principal  value  as 
agreed  by  the  War  Office  to  be  paid  by  the  State  i*  as  nearly  as  may 
be  three  times  as  much  as  the  principal  value  upon  which  estate  duty 
would  be  paid. 

Mr.  Bowles  takes  the  five  largest  of  the  properties  bought,  together 
with  a  sixth  instance  on  account  of  its  singularity,  and  shows  how  the 
principal  value  for  estate  duty  (or  17  years'  purchase  of  the  gross 
rentals,  as  given  in  the  returns)  compares  with  the  principal  value  or 
the  actual  price  of  the  same  properties  as  agreed  by  the  War  Office  on 
behalf  of  the  State  : — 


Prluclpol 

»Ti.Kip«1 

0-«r. 

a™. 

Pr^Knt 
ttcnUI. 

E*UU  Duty 
Kt   n    )«n' 

Kelk,  Sir  John       

6,616 

£1,682 

£28,694 

£95,000 

Beach,  Sir  Michael  H.      .. 

7,818 

2,531 

43.027 

fl3,411 

Hill.  J.  L. 

l.»t7 

768 

12.886 

AntrobuB,  Sir  E , 

2,384 

742 

12.614 

2,973 

650 

9,350 

Wyndham's  Trustees 

822 

50 

850 

7,943 

Mr.  Bowles  comments  on  these  6gures  as  being  *'  extremely  eloquent." 
They  are,  indeed,  and  we  agree  that  they  "  show  by  an  accidental, 
unprepared,  concrete  instance  the  enormous  advantage  given  to  land 
by  the  special  method  adopted  of  arriving  at  its  principal  value  as 
compared  with  other  property,  and  the  relatively  small  amount  of 
•state  duty  which  land  pays  as  compared  with  such  other  property." 
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The    iuiDouDcemeiit     of    an    Agricultorftl 
Agricultural        Holdings  Act  Amendment  Bill  ia  by  this  time 
HoLDiKQS.  a  hardy  annual  in  each  successive   Queen's 

Speech.  There  seems  very  little  prospect  of 
its  production,  and  we  are  in  grave  doubts  whether  it  will  be  worth 
much  when  it  does  appear.  On  May  1 2th  a  large  deputation  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Tenant-Right  Taluers'  Association  waited  upon  Mr. 
Long,  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  at  the  House  of  Commons.  Mr. 
James  Cumberland  (the  president  of  the  Midland  Counties  Tenant- 
Right  Valuers'  Association)  said  ; — 

"While  the  deputation  recognised  that  the  present  Act  was  somewhat 
eumbersoma  with  regard  to  its  machinery,  they  were  of  one  opinion  that  it 
had  done  good  work,  and  that  with  a  little  modification  it  would  suffice  for 
many  years  to  come. " 

It  need  hardly   be  said   bow  gladly   Mr.  Long   responded   to   this 
"  pleose-don't-do-too-much  "  kind  of  appeal : — 

"  He  was  glad  that  the  deputation  had  given  him  the  opportunity  of 
clearing  up  some  doubt  as  to  the  meaning  of  some  remarks  of  bis  own  io 
reference  to  this  subject.  He  was  never  more  Hurprisod  than  when  it  was 
recently  announced  that  he  was  the  latest  convert— he  would  have  said 
'pervert' — to  the  doctrine  of  cumulative  fertility  as  the  only  panacea  for 

Sricultural  distress.  He  had  always  held  that  the  faults  in  the  Agricultural 
oldings  Act  were  very  much  more  due  to  its  application  in  certam  isolated 
parts  of  the  country  than  to  anj  inherent  weaknesses  in  the  Act  itself.  At 
the  same  time  it  should  be  as  simple  as  it  wss  possible  to  render  it.  With- 
out for  one  moment  wishing  to  limit  the  rights  of  the  owner  or  tenant  to 
employ  whom  he  liked,  it  might  be  possible  to  bo  simplify  the  msohinMiy  as 
to  give  a  person  wishing  to  take  advantage  of  the  Act  the  opportunity  of  a 
cheaper  procedure  if  he  wished  to  avail  himself  uf  it." 
We  shall  welcome  a  simplification  of  the  machinery  for  getting  com- 
pensation ;  but  a  good  deal  more  than  that  is  necessary  in  a  satisfac- 
tory Bill  dealing  with  Agricultural  Holdings.  It  is  quite  clear,  how- 
ever, that  the  Government  intend  to  shelve  the  whole  question.  Mr. 
Channing  raised  the  question  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  May  19th, 
when  Mr.  Balfour  said  : — 

"  It  was  perfectly  true  that  at  the  last  General  Election  not  only  he 
himself,  but  most  members  of  the  party,  he  thought,  declared  their  intention 
of  doing  what  wss  possible  to  aid  the  agricultural  interest.  Would  anybody, 
looking  back  st  their  efforts  during  the  last  two  years,  say  that  those 
pledges  had  not  been  fulfilled  1  The  hon.  geutleman,  he  believed,  was  one 
of  those  who  objected  to  the  Agricultural  Bates  Act.  Ho  was  not  going  into 
the  merits  of  that  Act,  but  he  was  sure  if  the  hon.  gentleman  put  before 
the  farmers  in  his  constituency  the  Agricultural  Rates  Act  on  the  one  side, 
or  the  possible  measure  in  regard  to  agricultural  holdings  on  the  other,  they 
would  emphatically  elect  for  the  measure  the  hon.  gentleman  opposed.  He 
thought  a  somewhat  similar  observation  might  be  made  with  regard  to 
another  piece  of  l^islation  which  the  Government  were  brinpng  forward 
this  Session,  a  Bill  in  charge  of  his  risht  hon.  friend  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Agriculture,  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill.  If  the  farmers  of 
this  country  were  given  their  choice  as  to  whether  they  would  have  that 
Bill,  or  the  Bill  of  which  the  hon.  gentleman  made  hunself  the  special 
advocate  that  aft«moon,  he  believed  they  would  prefer  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
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I>mg8  Bill.     The  Oovernment  had  pasDed  one  great  measure,  uid  were  in 

eoceas  of  pawing  another,  for  the  direch  benelit  of  the  agricultural  intereet. 
e  confeeaed  that,  looking  forward  as  ftr  as  he  could  to  the  future  of  the 
present  Sessiou,  he  did  iiol  let  mfuA  prospect  of  the  AgrieiMural  Holdings  Act 
being  droit  tinth,  but  ho  truttod  they  hsd  other  Sessions  before  them.  He 
saw  no  reason  why  the  hon.  gentleuvvn  need  despair  of  his  pet  scbenie  being 
carried  to  a  successful  issue. 

From  thb  it  is  obvious  that  the  Government  intend  to  do  nothing ; 
they  »re  determiDed  to  pass  no  legislation  in  which  the  farmer  would 
clearly  and  directly  be  protected  against  the  landlord.  For  the  Tory 
party  is  the  landlord  party,  just  as  the  "  Upper  "  House  is  the  House 
of  Landlords. 


A  Blue-book  is  now  issued  (Treaty  Series, 

Chinksb  Railwais.    No  It,  1899)  containing  the  text  of  the  notes 

exchanged  between  the  United  Kingdom  and 

Russia  with  regard  to  their  respective   railway  interests    in   China. 

The  two  notes  addressed  by  Sir  Charles  Scott  to  Count  Muravieff, 

numbered  I  and  3,  are  as  follows  : — 

St.  Petenburg,  April  ZSth,  1899. 
The  nndersijined,  British  Ambassador,  duly  authorised  to  that  effect,  has 
the    buaour  to   make   the   following   declaration   to   his   Excellency  Count 
Muraviefi^  Russian  Minister  for  Foreign  AQaira  : — 

Great  Britain  and  Russia,  animated  by  a  sincere  desire  to  avoid  in  China 
all  cause  of  conHict  on  questions  where  their  interests  meet,  and  taking  into 
consideration  the  economic  and  geographical  gravitation  of  certain  parts  of  * 
that  Empire,  have  agreed  as  follows  : — 

1.  Great  Britain  engages  not  to  seek  for  her  own  account,  or  on  behalf  of 
British  subjects  or  of  others,  any  railway  concessions  to  the  north  of  the 
Great  Wall  of  China,  and  not  to  obstruct,  directly  or  indirectly,  applications 
for  railway  concesaioos  in  that  region  supported  by  the  Russian  Government. 

2.  Russia,  on  her  part,  engines  not  to  seek  for  her  own  account,  or  on 
behalf  of  Russian  subjects  or  of  others,  any  railway  concessions  in  the  basin 
of  the  Yang-tae,  and  not  to  obstruct,  directly  or  indirectly,  applications  for 
railway  concessions  in  that  region  supported  by  the  British  Government. 

The  two  contracting  parties,  having  nowise  in  view  to  infringe  in  any 
way  the  sovereign  rights  of  China  or  existing  treaties,  will  not  fail  to 
communicate  to  the  Chinese  Government  the  present  anangenient,  which, 
by  averting  all  cause  of  complications  between  theni,  is  of  a  nature  to 
consolidate  peace  in  the  far  East,  and  to  serve  the  primordial  interests  of 
China  heraeli. 

Chablbs  S.  Scott, 

St.  Petersburg,  ^pril  28th,  1899. 

lu  order  to  complete  the  notes  exchanged  this  day  respecting  the 
putition  of  spheres  for  concessions  for  the  construction  and  working  of 
railways  in  China,  it  has  been  agreed  to  record  in  the  present  additional 
note  the  arrangement  arrived  at  with  r^ard  to  the  line  Shanghaikuan- 
Newchwang,  for  the  construction  of  which  a  loan  has  been  already  contracted 
hy  the  Chinese  Government  with  the  Shanghae-Houg  Kong  Bank,  acting  on 
behalf  of  the  British  and  Chinese  Corporation. 

The  general  arrangement  established  by  the  above-mentioned  notes  is 
not  to  infringe  in  any  way  the  rights  acquired  under  the  said  loan  c< 
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Hod  the  Chinese  Government  may  appoint  both  an  Eaglish  engineer  and  t 
European  accountant  to  supervise  the  constructioa  of  the  line  in  queMuw 
itnd  the  expenditure  of  the  money  appropriated  to  it. 

Butit  remains  understood  that  this  fact  cannot  be  taken  as  conatitutii^ 


a  right  of  property  or  foreign  control,  and  that  the  line  in  question  is  ti> 
remain  a  Chineae  line,  under  the  control  of  the  Chinese  Goveminent,  and 
cannot  be  mortgaged  or  alienated  to  a  nun-Chinese  company. 

As  regards  the  branch  line  from  Siaoheichan  to  Sinminting,  in  additim 
to  the  aforesaid  restrictions,  it  has  been  ^reed  that  it  is  to  he  conetmcted 
by  China  herself,  who  may  permit  European — not  necessarily  British- 
engineers  to  periodically  inspect  it,  and  to  verify  and  certify  that  the  worit 
is  being  properly  executed. 

The  present  special  agreement  is  naturally  not  to  interfere  in  any  way 
with  the  right  of  the  Russian  Government  to  support,  if  it  thinks  fit,  appli- 
cations of  Russian  subjects  or  eHtablishmenta  for  concessions  for  railways, 
which,  starting  from  the  main  Manchurian  line  in  a  south-westerly  direction, 
would  traverse  tho  region  in  which  the  Chinese  line  terminating  at  Sininui' 
ting  and  Newchwang  is  to  be  constructed. 

Chablbs  S.  Scorr. 

The  notes  numbered  2  and  4  are  the  corresponding  documeDts  ad- 
dressed by  Count  Muravieff  to  Sir  Charles  Scott.  The  French  text 
of  each  is  given,  with  a  translation.  They  do  not  differ  from  the 
British  Ambassador's  notes,  except  merely  that  the  order  of  the 
sections  numbered  1  and  2  in  the  first  British  note  quoted  above  is 
reversed,  ilie  Russian  engagement  being  placed  first. 

The  net  effect  of  these  agreements  would  seem  (we  dare  not  say 
more  than  that)  to  be  : — 

1.  North  of  the  Great  Wall  is  reserved  for  Russian  railways. 

2.  The  "  basin  of  the  Yang-tse  "  (whatever  that  may  bo  precisely) 
is  reserved  for  British  railways. 

3.  The  rest  of  China,  excluding  the  territory  between  the  above 
two  "spheres  of  interest,"  is  to  be  a  happy  hunting  ground  in 
which  Russia  and  Great  Britain  may  still  fall  out  about  railways — as, 
indeed,  they  would  seem  to  be  doing  already. 


Even  under  a  Tory  Government  we  get  an 
The  Metropolitan  object-lesson  of  the  Tory  and  capitalistic  character 
Water  Companies  of  the  House  of  Lords — of  how  that  body  makes  it 
Bill.  its  guiding  principle  to  interfere  in  the  conceived 

interests  of  "property,  property,  property." 
On  May  16th,  the  Metropolitan  Water  Companies  Bill  came  op 
for  discussion  in  Committee  in  the  House  of  Lords.  It  had  previously 
been  considered  by  a  Select  Committee  consisting  of  :  — 
Lord  Rtbbesdale  (L),  Chairman.       I       Lord  Newton  (C). 
Viscount  Falkland  (C).  Lord  Wrottesley  (LU). 

Lord  De  Mauley  (LU).  | 

This   Committee   (not,   it  will    be  noticed,  a  very   revolutionary  or 

D.D.t.zeabyGoOglc 


June,  1899.]  THE   LIBSRAL    UAGAZINE.  283 

Radical  one)  btul  uDanimously  agreed  to  the  iasertion  of  a  clause 
by  which  the  money  to  be  raised  on  debentures  bj  the  Water 
Companies  to  be  spent  in  connecting  their  systems  was  to  be  paid  off 
by  means  of  a  sinking  fund.  Lord  James  of  Hereford,  on  behalf  of 
the  Government,  moved  the  omission  of  this  clause  on  the  ground  that 
tbe  money  was  to  be  spent  not  in  earning  dividends  but  in  the  interests 
of  tbe  public.  As  Lord  Ribblesdale  pointed  out,  the  Select  Committee 
-wem  justified  in  inserting  the  clause  on  three  grounds  : — 

(1)  The  London  County  Council  and  the  Corporation  of  London 
are  better  judges  of  the  just  interests  of  the  people  of  Jjondon,  present 
and  future,  than  her  Majesty's  Qovernment  and  the  Water  Companies. 

(2)  The  capital  to  be  raised  under  the  Bill,  inasmuch  as  it  added 
to  the  dividend  earning  and  paying  capacity  of  the  water  companies 
and  to  the  stability  of  their  undertakings,  should  be  treated  as  these 
issues  of  capital  had  invariably  been  treated  since  1886. 

(3)  No  good  economic  or  financial  reasons  can  be  ahown  for 
interrupting  the  practice  of  Parliament  and  the  continuity  of  legislation 
by  omitting  the  sinking  fund  clauses,  which  has  now  been  applied  by 
Parliament  to  nine  millions  of  capital. 

The  flimsy  pretence  that  the  money  would  not  be  treated  as  dividend 
earning  was  shown  up  by  Lord  Davey  and  Lord  Russell  of  Killowen, 
but  Lord  Salisbury  insisted  on  his  view  and — of  course — the  clause 
wos  cut  out  (by  51  to  20).  This  b  an  excellent  instance  of  the  way  in 
which  the  House  of  Lords  protects  the  vested  interests  at  the  expense 
of  the  public. 


THE   WORKMEN'S   COMPENSATION   ACT. 


We  continue  our  record  of  cases  under  the  Workmen's  Compensa- 
tion Act  decided  in  the  Court  of  Appeal.  A  record  of  the  cases  up 
to  the  end  of  March  will  be  found  in  the  Liberal  Maoazinb  for  April 
at  page  1 62. 

Before  Lord  Juttiee  A.  L.  Smith  1 

LordJuefiee  ColUrw  ]■  AprU  Z2nd,  1899. 

Lord  Justice   Vaughan   Wittiamsj 
Hall  v.  Snowdkn,  Hubbard  and  Co. 

The  plaintiff  was  the  son  and  only  dependant  of  Charles  Hall,  a 
workman  who  bad  met  with  his  death  in  consequence  of  an  accident 
arising  out  of  and  in  the  course  of  his  employment.  The  employers, 
Saowden,  Hubbard  and  Co.,  were  the  occupiers  of  a  wharf  called 
Flatt's  Wharf,  which  abutted  on  the  Regent's  Canal,  and  which  was 
used  by  them  for  the  purpose  of  loading  liquid  mud  and  road  sweepings 
into  barges  lying  in  the  canal.  The  wharf  was  simply  a  yard,  and  no 
machinery  of  any  kind  was  used  on  it.  At  the  time  of  the  accident  a 
firm  of  contractors,  Messrs.  Read  Brothers,  were  engaged  in  laying 
down  water  pipes  between  the  St.  Pancras  Electric  Lighting  station 
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and  the  Regent's  Canal,  and  these  pipes  passed  throuf^h  Flatt'a  Wharf. 
Snowden,  Hubbard  and  Co.  had  contracted  with  Read  Brothers  for  the 
carrying  away  o!  tho  soil  cast  np  by  the  making  of  the  trench  in 
which  the  pipes  were  laid.  The  deceased,  who  was  a  general  carter 
in  the  employment  of  Snowden,  Hubbard  and  Co.,  had  loaded  a 
cartful  of  soil  on  the  wharf,  and  was  leading  the  horse  and  cart  ont  of 
the  wharf  into  the  street  and  was  himself  walking  backwards.  A 
trolly  laden  with  water  pipes  was  standing  in  the  street,  but  tlie 
deceased,  not  observing  this,  continued  walking  backwards  and  came 
i^i^ainst  the  pipes  and  was  crushed  and  killed.  The  County-court 
Judge  of  Bloomsbury  held  that  the  accident  arose  out  of  and  in  the 
course  of  the  employment  of  the  deceased,  but  that  Piatt's  Wharf 
was  not  a  factory  within  ihe  meaning  of  the  Workmen's  Compensation 
Act.  He  accordingly  decided  that  the  applicant  waa  not  entitled  to 
compensation.     The  son  of  the  workman  appealed. 

Udd  that  the  wharf  not  being  a  factory  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Act  the  plaintiff  was  not  entitled  to  compensation. 

Be/ore  LordJuatiM  A.  L.  Smith  \ 

Lord  Justice  Vaughan  WilliamayMay  6th,  1899. 
Lord  Juatiee  Romer  J 

HOLNBSB  V.    MaCKAT   AND    DavIES. 

The  plaintiff  was  the  widow  of  a  workman  killed  by  an  accident 
while  in  the  employ  of  the  defendants,  who  had  entered  into  a  con- 
tract with  the  Great  Western  Railway  Company  to  widen  the  com- 
pany's line  of  railway  between  Newport  and  Cardiff.  The  deceased 
workman,  Holness,  was  a  ganger  employed  on  the  work,  and  the  gang 
of  which  he  was  in  charge  was  engaged  in  ballasting  a  siding  at  a  place 
on  the  south  side  of  the  main  line  at  a  distance  of  about  600  yards 
from  the  Cardiff  end  of  the  tunnel,  just  outside  Newport  Station.  The 
deceased  lived  at  Newport,  and  upon  the  morning  of  November  12th, 
1898,  he  was  walking  from  his  home  to  his  work  along  the  down  main 
line  when  be  was  killed  by  an  express  train  at  a  spot  about  150  yards 
from  where  his  work  was.  The  time  of  the  accident  was  6.53  &.m., 
and  the  weather  was  foggy.  The  work  upon  which  the  deceased  was 
engaged  at  the  sidings  was  to  commence  at  7  a  m.  In  order  to  get  to 
his  work  the  deceased  had  to  come  upon  the  line  of  the  Great  Western 
Railway,  and  there  were  only  two  places  where  he  could  get  upon  the 
line  and  pass  along  it  to  his  work — namely,  the  Waterloo  gate  on  the 
south  side  of  the  line,and  the  Moesglas  gate  on  the  north  side.  If  the 
deceased  used  the  Uaesglas  gate  he  would  have  had  to  cross  the  main 
lines  to  get  to  his  work.  He  was  told  by  the  employers'  foreman  to  get 
upon  the  line  by  the  Waterloo  gate,  which  was  the  most  convenient 
gate  for  him.  There  was  no  evidence  either  as  to  the  gate  by  which  the 
deceased  got  upon  the  line  upon  the  morning  in  question  or  as  to  which 
gate  he  commonly  used.  The  question  was  whether  the  accident  arose 
out  of  and  in  the  course  of  the  de-;eased  man's  employment.  The  County- 
court  Judge  of  Newport  drew  the  inference  that  the  deceased  man 
on  the  morning  in  question  got  upon  the  line  by  the  Waterloo  gate,  and 
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that  it  was  part  of  the  deceased  man's  contract  of  service  that  he  should 
«o  to  his  work  along  the  line  of  railway  ;  and  he  came  to  the  conclu- 
sioa  that  the  deceased  began  hu  day's  work  as  soon  as  be  got  upon  the 
nulway  line  for  the  purpose  of  going  to  his  work,  as  it  was  part  of  hifi 
daty  to  do  so,  and  that,  therefore,  the  accident  arose  out  of  and  in  the 
coarse  of  his  employment.  He  also  came  to  the  conclusion  that,  even 
if  the  deceased  got  upon  the  line  by  the  Uaesglaa  gate,  the  accident 
waa  not  tlie  result  of  his  getting  upon  the  line  at  that  place.  In  his 
opinion,  by  whatever  gate  the  deceased  got  ujion  the  line,  he  had  begun 
his  day's  work  when  he  got  upon  the  line,  and  the  deceased  was  killed 
by  an  accident  arisiag  out  of  and  in  the  course  of  his  employment.  He 
ussessed  the  compensation  at  £250  18s..  one-half  to  go  to  the  widow 
and  the  other  half  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  two  children.  The 
employers  appealed. 

Held  (Lord  Justice  Romer  dissenting)  that  the  accident  did  not 
arise  out  of  and  in  the  course  of  the  deceased's  employment, 
and  that  the  widow  was  not  entitled  to  compensation. 
Lord  Justice  Vaughan  Williams  said  :— 

"In  his  opinion  the  master  was  bound  to  obtain  a  licence  for  the 
mau  to  go  along  the  line  so  as  to  enable  him  to  get  to  his  vork 
without  being  a  trespasaer,  but  he  thought  that  was  the  whole 
of  his  duty.  He  wu  not  under  any  obligation  to  the  man  to 
look  after  the  running  of  the  trains  or  to  give  any  warning,  or 
in  any  way  take  care  of  the  man  while  crossing  the  line.  As 
to  the  case  which  had  been  suggested  of  a  man  being  injured  in 
a  factory  while  going  to  his  work  in  another  part  of  the  same 
factory.  i[  the  whole  factory  was  under  the  control  of  the 
employer,  the  suggeited  coie  did  not  assist  the  present  case,  for 
it  was  idem  per  idem.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  not  under 
the  control  of  the  employer,  the  case  was  useless  sa  an  analogy 
unless  it  was  also  explained  why  the  case  of  a  factory  not  all 
under  the  control  of  the  employer  should  be  treated  as 
analf^us  to  the  case  of  a  factory  which  was  all  under  the 
control  of  the  employer." 
Lord  Justice  Romer,  taking  the  opposite  view,  said : — 

"  He  did  not  think  he  was  bound  to  say  that  the  man  was  not  in 
the  course  of  his  employment  until  his  work  had  actually 
begun.  In  his  opinion  this  was  like  the  case  of  a  man  who  was 
employed  in  a  particular  part  of  a  factory,  and  who  had  tu  go 
through  tjie  rest  of  the  factory  to  get  to  his  work.  If,  while  so 
going  to  his  work,  he  met  with  an  accident,  that  would  be  in 
the  course  of  his  employment.  It  was  said  that  that  was 
different  from  this  case,  because  the  factory  all  belonged  to  the 
same  master.  But  this  case  seemed  to  him  to  beanalogous,  for 
the  contractor  had  some  power  over  the  line  to  be  crossed. 
This  case  did  not  seem  to  him  to  be  analogous  to  the  case  of  a 
workman  who  was  injured  while  going  along  a  public  highway." 
Flowers  v.  Chambkrb. 

The  injured  workman  was  in  the  employment  of  a  barge  owner 
and  contractor,  who  undertook  to  discharge  manure  and  refuse  from 
cattle  steamers  into  barges.     At  the  time  of  the  accident  a  ship  was 
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lying  in  the  Victoria  Docks  for  the  purpose  of  being  bo  discharged  of 
refuse,  and  a  barge  was  lying  alongside.  The  workman  was  on  the 
ship  and  was  engaged  in  mooring  the  barge  to  the  ship,  when,  by 
some  accident,  he  fell  from  the  upper  to  the  lower  deck  and  wai 
injured.  The  operation  was  performed  entirely  by  manual  labour,  n<> 
machinery  being  used.  The  County-court  Judge,  of  Bow,  made  an 
award  in  favour  of  the  workman.     The  employer  appealed. 

ffeld  that  a  ship  was  not  a  dock,  and  that  the  workman  was  not 
entitled  to  (x>mpensation. 

Lord  Justice  A.  L.  Smith  said  : — 

"  They  were  now  faced  with  a  question  which  bad  been  looming  in 
the  distance  for  some  time— viz.,  whether  a  workman  who  was 
employed  on  a  ship  which  was  lymg  in  a  dock  was  employed 
on,  in,  or  about  a  dock  within  the  meaning  of  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act.  If  the  Legislature  had  intended  to  bring 
ships  within  the  purview  of  the  Act,  nothing  would  have  been 
easier  than  to  put  in  the  word  'ship'  in  the  list  of  words 
included  in  the  deBnition  of  *  factory '  in  section  7  of  the  Act. 
The  word  *  dock '  was  there,  but  *  ship '  was  not,  and  they 
could  not  hold  that  a  ship  was  a  dock.  The  appeal  must 
therefore  be  allowed.  It  was  not  necessary  to  decide  whether 
this  dock  was  included  in  the  word  'factory.'  " 

Befors  Lord  Juitire  A.  L.  Smith  1 

LordJtutieo  VaugKan  Wmiam»\    May  \Zih,  1899. 
Lord  Juitict  Romer  \ 

Medd  v.  D.  and  C.  MacIver. 

The  workman  (Medd)  was  a  ship's  labourer  employed  with  other 
men,  when  the  ship's  crew  were  discharged,  on  a  ship  called  the  Lake 
Huron,  in  moving  her  from  one  part  of  a  dock  to  another.  There 
were  two  large  iron  gangway  doors  in  the  ship's  side  through  which 
the  cargo  woe  taken  into  and  discharged  from  the  ship.  The  workman 
was  ordered  to  close  these  iron  doors  before  the  ship  was  moved.  In 
doing  so  his  thumb  was  taken  off.  The  Couniy-court  Judge  of 
Liverpool  held  that  the  gangway  doors  were  not  "machinery  or 
plant"  used  in  the  process  of  loading  or  unloading  to  or  from  a  dock, 
wharf,  or  quay,  within  the  meaning  of  section  23,  subsection  1  (a)  of 
the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1895.     The  workman  appealed. 

ffeld  that  the  County-court  Judge  was  right  in  not  awarding  the 
workman  compensation. 

DuRRiE  V.  Warren  and  Co. 

The  plaintiff  was  the  father  of  a  boy  who  was  drowned  while  in 
the  employment  of  the  respondents,  Warren  and  Co.  The  boy  was 
working  on  a  staging  fastened  outside  a  ship  belonging  to  the 
employers  in  a  dock,  being  engaged  in  assisting  to  screw  up  the  iron 
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doors  of  the  ahip  after  the  loadiag  was  completed.  While  doing  bo  be 
fell  off  the  staging  and  was  drowned.  The  County-court  Judge,  of 
Ijiverpool,  made  his  award  in  favour  of  the  employers.  The  f'lther  of 
the  boy  appealed. 

Held  that  the  father  of  the  hoy  was  not  entitled  to  comp  nsation, 
since  a  ship  in  a  dock  is  not  a  "dock,"  and  the  staging 
outside  the  ship  was  not  machinery  or  plant  used  in  the 
process  of  loading  or  unloading  to  or  from  a  dock. 

KdWARDB  t>.   GODFBET. 

The  workman  (Edwards)  was  employed  on  a  building  over  30  feet 
in  heijcht,  upon  the  top  storey  of  which  a  studio  was  being  erected. 
A.  scafTdding  was  used  in  carrying  out  the  work.  He  was  employed  in 
glazing  the  studio,  and  on  September  12th,  1898,  in  descending  from 
the  outside  of  the  studio  he  fell  to  the  ground  and  was  injured.  He 
brought  an  action  against  the  employers  in  the  Wandsworth  County- 
conrt  under  the  Employers'  Liability  Act,  1880,  and  this  action  was 
tried  on  January  9th,  1899,  before  a  jury,  when  the  jury  found  that 
the  respondent  was  guilty  of  contributory  negligence,  and  judgment 
was  given  for  the  employer.  No  application  was  then  made  on  behalf 
of  the  respondent  to  assess  compensation  under  the  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation Act,  1897.  Qn  January  30tb,  1899,  the  respondent  took 
proceedings  to  recover  compensation  under  the  Compensation  Act  of 
1897,  and  on  March  13th  the  County-court  Judge  made  an  award  in 
hie  favour  and  assessed  the  compensation  at  lis,  a  week.  The 
employers  appealed,  alleging  that  since  the  workman  did  not  in 
the  action  under  the  Act  of  1880  apply  there  and  then  for  compensation 
to  be  assesited  under  the  Act  of  1897,  he  could  not  subsequently  take 
proceedings  under  that  Act. 

Held  that  this  contention  of  the  employers  was  correct,  and  that 
the  workman  in  this  case  bad  therefore  lost  bis  right  to  com- 
pensation. 

Irons  v.  Davis  and  Tiuhinb,  Limited. 

The  workman  (Irana),  who  was  seventeen  years  of  age,  was  injured 
by  an  accident,  the  thumb  of  one  of  his  bands  being  injured  so  that 
it  had  to  be  amputated  at  the  top  joint.  He  was  absent  on  account 
of  the  accident  for  eight  weeks.  His  wages  before  the  accident  were 
9s.  a  week.  At  the  end  of  the  eight  weeks  he  came  back  to  the 
employment  of  the  original  employers  and  received  9a.  a  week  aa 
wages,  but  he  was  not  employed  at  the  same  work  as  before.  The 
County-court  Judge  of  Clerkenwell  awarded  the  respondent  278.  for 
the  period  during  which  he  was  absent  from  work,  excluding  the  first 
two  weeks,  and  awarded  him  2s.  6d.  a  week  for  life.  At  the  time  of 
the  award  the  respondent  had  gone  back  to  bis  employment.  The 
question  was  whether  there  was  any  evidence  upon  which  the  Judge 
oouldaward  a  weekly  payment  during  the  period  subeequeat  to  die 
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respondent  resuming  work  at  the  old  rate  of  wages.     No  qaestion 
arose  as  to  the  award  of  27s. 

Held  that  the  County-oourt  Judge  had  no  eridence  before  him  to 
justif;  his  awarding  the  workman  23.  6d.  a  week  or  ajiy 
other  sum. 

The  employare  here  consented  to  an  award  of  Id,  per  week,  to 
periDJt  the  workman  having  the  benefit  of  Clause  13  of 
Schedule  I.  of  the  Act,  by  which  a  waekly  payment  can  be 
"ended,  diminished  or  increased,"  but  not  (it  should  be 
obserred)  creaUd. 


POINTS    FROM    SPEECHES. 


Lord  Dunraren.  Spennymoor,  Hay  Ith,  1899- 

"  When  he  took  over  the  Foreign  Office  the  country  was  greatly 
excited  over  what  were  oalleil  the  Armenian  atrocities,  of  which, 
by  the  way,  it  heard  one  side  oF  the  questiiin  only  ;  Crete  was  in 
revolt  agaimit  the  authority  of  the  Sultan  ;  the  blood  of  Gordon  was 
crying  aloud  for  revenge  not  in  thu  ordinary  miuk,  but  thai  it  ifiould 
tiot  have  been  thed  iit  rain ;  France  was  gradually  but  surely 
shouldering  us  out  of  West  Africa — a  condition  of  afiairs  resulting 
from  the  idiotic  supineness  of  the  Radical  Gkivemmeiit  of  1895." 

From  Ou  Tihes,  3fav  Olh,  1S99. 
No,  we  quite  agree  that  the  blood  of  Gordon  called  out  "  not  in 

the  ordinary  sense." 


Deputy  Jitdg«  Pitt-Lewis,  Q.C. 

"The  .  .  .  {Com}iaitation)  Act  wasan  extraordinary  tangle  of 
legislation.  It  was  like  solving  a  conundrum.  The  statute  seemed  to 
have  been  drawn  by  a  person  who  had  strayed  into  the  land  of 
topsy-turveydom  and  there  acted  upon  hia  recollection  of  the  great 
composition,  '  the  house  that  Jack  built,'  but  also  with  the  dis- 
advantage of  not  knowing  what  he  meant.  The  draftsman  had  left 
the  judges  to  guess  at  what  was  meant.  The  case  was  a  very 
important  one  to  all  employers  of  labour  and  workmen,  and  he 
hoped  it  would  go  to  appeal.  Even  the  Court  of  Appeal  hesitated 
at  deciding  anything  under  the  Act,  and  there  was  no  wander  at  it, 
for  it  was  the  most  wonderful  piece  of  legislation  which  had  evta 
been  enacted." 

From  tht  Times,  May  26(A,  1899. 

Wecommend  this  "appreciation"  of  the  Act — deUrered  ttoin  the 
fiench — to  Mr.  Chamberlain. 


)  by  Google 


3iiiw,UBS.l  THE  LIBERAL  MAGAZINE.  289 

lAr.  T.  W.  Bnssell,  UP.  Ipswich,  Hay  10th,  1899L 

"With  r«gftid  to  the  propoool  to  grant  old-hs^  pension",  either 
to  »  claas  or  to  everrbody,  tfiay  ware  no  (ciser  note  titan  theij  werr. 
btfort  oU  tilt  vartoiu  vuptirits  \6h\d\  had  laldy  ban  made.  Not  until 
thej  h&d  a  schema  before  them  which  could  be  Mid  to  be  workable 
and  would  do  no  injustice  and  had  found  the  money  to  carry  it 
through  would  they  ba  nearing  the  solution  of  the  problem.  Mean- 
while he  urged  that  the  deserving  pour  should  be  treated  far  more 
liberally  than  the  worthless  people  who  came  upon  the  rates." 

from  Iht  TiUB3,  May  llth.  1899. 
Mr.  Rauell  ia  Under-Secretarjr  to  the  Local  Government  Board, 
so  we  suppose  that  the  view  taken  by  that  Board  is  (1)  that  Old-age 
Pensions  are  hopelessly  impossible  and  (2)  that  it  is  just  possible  that 
something  may  be  done  in  the  Classification  of  Paupers.  An  odd  way 
of  redeeming  pledgee,  this  I 


Jlr.  Conrtnay,  H.P.  House  of  Commons,  May  2nd,  1899. 

"Tha  question  of  two  millionH  in  itsalf  was  a  small  one,  but  it 
was  a  symbol  of  a  great  deal  more,  of  a  policy  which  did  not  regard 
the  future  which  they  outrhc  to  have  in  view.  They  raif^ht  diminish 
or  not  the  causes  of  the  National  Debt  and  get  rid  of  the  £17,000,000 
we  ware  now  paying  for  interest.  That  would  be  a  very  small  gain 
if  £17,000,000  spent  on  the  reduction  of  Debt  was  a  mere  substitu- 
tion for  £17,000,000  spent  on  armaments.  If  they  piled  up  one 
useless  expenditure  in  place  of  another  they  gut  nothing  by  it.  But 
it  was  nacensary  in  the  present  situation  to  insist — if  they  realised 
the  condition  of  uur  natiimitl  life  at  home  and  had  any  apprehension 
ot  what  lay  in  the  future  in  the  struggle  of  industri^  life  between 
us  and  other  countries — to  insist  that  we  should  now,  when  we  were 
at  the  t<ip  of  the  tide,  still  saving  when  we  had  abundant  occupation 
for  our  ))eople  and  were  prosperous,  that  we  should  use  every 
endeavour  to  nrepare  for  the  future  by  removing  the  impediments 
which  might  become  serious  obstacles  to  our  continuance  in  the 
struggle." 

Front  Iht  Times,  Mai/  Zrd,  1800. 
A  very  forcible  indictment  of  Sir  Michael  Hicka-Beach's  finance. 


POINTS    FROM    THE    PAPERS. 
From  the  Daily  Telegraph,  Mag  wh,  1890. 

"  We  know  that  the  National  Liberal  Federation  endorsed  the 
president's  description  of  Imperialism  oa  a  *  filthy  Tory  rag ' ;  what 
we  want  to  know  is  with  which  of  the  two  parties  in  the  camp  Sir 
Henry  Campbell- Bannerman  is  going  to  shout." 

This  is  in  reference  to  Dr.  Watson's  speech  at  Hull.  N'eed  we 
«ay  that  he  said  nothing  of  the  kind  T  The  reference  was  to  a  "  spirited 
foreign  policy,"  of  the  sort  to  which  the  Tory  party  accustomed  us 
from  1874  to  1880. 
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From  the  TimM,  Mn;/  I2lh,  1899. 

"The  Court  of  Appeal  is  in  difficulties,  oving  in  no  smill 
degree  to  a  stresm  of  appeals  arising  out  ot  the  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation Act.  The  Legislature  haviDg  declared  that  Tsrioos 
things  are  to  be  *  deemed  '  or  to  '  include '  other  things  ebsolntflly 
different,  the  Court  of  Appeal  hss  been  eng»ged  about  one  day  a 
week  in  snsirering  miserable  conundrums,  alarming  in  number, 
such  as  these  :  If  a  dock  is  a  factory,  what  is  a  ship  1  And  if  a  iu«i 
is  «  long  way  from  his  work,  is  he  '  in  or  about '  it  ?  " 
And  yet  this  is  the  Act  which,  according  to  Mr.  ChamberUin's 

promise,  was  to  prevent  all  possibility  of  litigation. 


From  the  Times,  ifaif  1*/,  1809. 

"Wa  are  tired  of  watching  the  Viae- President  trip  up  his 
friends  without  advancing  the  ctuae  of  eduoatioD  ;  and  we  cannot 
help  feeling  that  both  his  personal  dignity  and  the  tone  of  public 
life  are  being  seriously  compromiaed.  SirH.  Campbell-BiiDnennan 
spoke  atronglf,  but  not  too  strongly,  when  be  denounced  it  as 
almost  an  atfront  to  the  House  of  Commons  and  an  injury  to  the 
country  that  the  great  interests  of  education  should  be  made  a  field 
for  this  undignified  sport.  Sir  John  Gorst  should  either  loyally 
support  the  Lord  President,  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  or  he  should 
resign  ;  and,  if  he  does  not  see  that  these  are  the  only  two  alterna- 
tives before  him,  the  Prime  Minister  might  well  make  this  clear  to 

But  Sir  John  Oorst  still  remains  at  the  Education   Departmet 
content  to  be  in  office  not  in  power. 


Answers  to  Correspondents. 


The  Bddoet. 
L.T. — The  division   on    the   second  reading  of  the    Budget  was  on 
strictly    party    lines ;    an  analysis  of   the   division   shows    the 
following ; — 

In  House.  Voting. 

Unionists    402     MS 

Liberals  183    144  1  ,„ 

Nationaliste   82    13  j  *"' 

Speaker  and  vacant  seats  (Merioneth 

and  Oxford  University)  3 

670 
With  only  13  Nationalists  voting,  the  Goremment  majority  of  135 

was  in  reality  a  small  one. 
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Government  Blue  Books  and  Returas- 


Retums   of    Accidents  and   Caau&ltiea  as 

Railway  Accidents,    reported  to  the  Board  of  Tnule  by  the  several 

B&ilway  Companies  in  the  United  Kingdom 

during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1898.     fC— 9260.]     Price 

3a.  Old. 

^e  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  killed  and  injured 
OD  railways  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  the  course  of  public  traffic, 
daring  the  twelve  months  ending  December  3Ist,  1898,  as  reported  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  was  as  follows  : — 
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In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Bulway  Companies  have  reported  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  the  following  accidents  which  occurred  upon  their 
premises,  but  in  which  the  movement  of  vehicles  used  exclusively  upon 
raUways  was  not  concerned,  namely — 80  persons  killed  and  9,718 
injured. 
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Thus  the  total  number  of  persoDal  accidents  reported  to  the  Brood 
of  Trade  by  the  several  Railway  Compnutes  during  the  twelve  moath» 
amounto  to  1,239  persona  killed  and  16,091  injured. 


The  Magazmes  for  June- 

The  Ninetrbnth  CsNrcRY  gives  first  place  to  an  interesting  article 
by  Dr.  Jessopp  on  The  Cry  from  the  VUlaget.  He  wants  wealthy 
philanthropists  to  come  to  the  rescue  ;  and  certainly  the  millionaire 
who  decided  to  build  labourers'  cottages  would  do  good  service  to 
his  day  and  generation.  Mr.  Leonard  Courtney  discusses  Parndl 
and  Ireland  in  what  is  really  a  review  of  Mr.  Barry  O'BrisD's 
recent  book.  Mr.  H,  V,  Toynbee  writes  on  The  Preasnl  Pontion 
of  the  Friendly  Soeietiea,  and  Mr,  Henniker  Heaton  on  An 
Imperial  Telegraph  System,  The  Rev.  Llewellyn  Davies  discusses 
Erattianum,  and  the  Rev.  Anthony  C.  Deane  bewails  the  falling 
oflf  in  Thu  Quantity  and  Quality  of  the  Clergy. 

In  the  CoNTEHPOiURr  Review  there  is  an  exceedingly  sprightly  and 
interesting  article  by  the  late  Mr.  Robert  Wallace,  the  Liberal 
M.P.  for  East  Edinburgh,  on  what  he  called  The  Seamy  Side  of 
Iinp«rialiem.  Mr.  J.  Horace  Round  has  a  convincing  article  on 
'^  Ae  Establinhed  by  Law,"  ».nd  there  are  articles  on  The  Art  of 
Living  m\  Capital,  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Wilson,  and  Within  fforkhouae 
Waltt,  by  Miss  Virginia  M.  Crawford. 

The  Fortnightlt  Retirw  in  Twenty-Fiee  Feart'  Financial  Potiey,  by 
Mr.  Joseph  Ackiand,  has  a  very  instructive  oomporison  to  make 
between  Liberal  and  Tory  Finance — all  in  favour  of  the  formw. 
Dr.  Mocnamara  displays  his  customary  knowledge  in  finding 
Joints  in  our  Educational  Armour.  Mr.  J.  O.  Butcher,  H.P., 
writes  on  The  Declaration  of  Paris,  Mr.  J.  Lowry  Whittle  on 
Sgypt  after  Omdurman,  and  "  TJitlander "  on  The  Trantvaal 
Crisis :  A  Voice  from  the  Rand.  Dr.  H.  de  B,  Gibbina  discusses 
"  Made  in  Germany,"  and  How  to  Stop  It. 

The  National  Review  has  an  interesting  article  by  " Carltonensis " 
who  states  The  Case  for  Dietoltttion.  His  point  is  that  Ministers 
will  be  wise  in  their  day  and  generation  if  they  go  to  the  country 
before  they  grow  more  unpopular,  as  (it  is  conceded)  they  are 
pretty  certain  to  do.  Now  is  declared  to  be  the  psycholt^ical 
moment  for  certain  victory.  Lord  Mooteogle  writes  on  The 
Threatened  Xailway  Monopoly  in  Ireland,  and  Mr.  H.  W.  Wilson 
on  The  Inxiamon  of  England,  whilst  there  is  a  special  supplement 
on  Th«  Contpiracy  agaimt  Captain  Dreyfu*  by  Sir  Godfrey 
Lnshington. 
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ANNOtTNCEMENTS. 


The  following  new  leaflets  have  been  issued  by  the  Department 
dttring  the  past  month; — No.  1804,  Registration  of  Voters  1899,  2  pp., 
price  3b.  per  1,000;  No.  1806,  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Ban  nerman  on 
Great  Britain  aad  the  Transvaal,  4  pp.,  price  4b.  6d.  per  1,000 ;  No. 
1806,  The  Oerical  Dole  Bill,  4  pp.,  price  4s.  6d.  pei-  1,000;  No.  1807, 
The  Last  Straw  (containing  extracts  from  the  speech  of  Mr.  George 
Whiteley,  M.P.,  on  the  Clerical  Tithes  Bill),  2  pp.,  price  3s.  per  1,000; 
Na  1808,  The  Latest  Dote  (with  a  reproduction  of  the  Punch 
cartoon  " The  Clerical  Crow ')  4  pp.,  price  5s.  per  1,000. 

We  again  invite  attention  to  the  fact  that  a  complete  list  of  the 
Registration  forms  issued  by  the  liberal  Publication  Department  may 
be  had  free  on  application  to  42,  Parliament-street,  S.W.  The  forma 
are  sold  in  books  of  50  forms  at  Is.  6d.  per  book,  or  la.  9d.  post  free. 
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(1)  lb.  John  HOTlejr  on  the  Treatment  of  the  Madhi's  Head. 

"  I  venture  to  think  it  wonld  b«  a  very  bad  day  for  this  Honae  and  the 
country  wlien  such  ignoble  proceedinga  are  treated  in  this  House  •»  trivial 
and  when  it  is  felt  that  they  require  no  jnntiGcation.  This  is  the  qnesticm 
— and  here  is  where  I  venture,  with  tlie  utmost  reluctance,  to  difl^r  from 
my  right,  hon.  friend  who  ntn  near  me— ia  this  House  or  not  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  protesting  against  this  ignoble  proceeding!  1  do  not  at  all 
approve  of  a  perfunctory  parenthesis  of  protest  on  the  part  of  the  House. 
We  want  something .  more  than  that.  You  send  your  soldiers  to  civiliee 
savages.  But  take  care  the  savages  do  not  luirbarise  your  soldiers.  What 
is  more  important,  take  care  that  the  maxims,  standards,  and  feelings  of 
this  House  are  not  barbarised.  The  more  you  extend  your  Empir«-^«nd 
the  Colonial  Secretary  will  be  the  tint  man  to  aeree  with  me— the  more 
need  is  there,  the  more  imperative  is  it,  that  thiu  House  should  exact  from 
ita  ageuta  abroad  the  same  standards  of  conduct  which  we  exact  at  home ; 
and  It  will  be  a  had  day  indeed  if  we  have  one  conscience  for  the  motJier 
country  and  anotlier  conscience  for  all  that  vast  territory  over  which  your 
eye  does  not  extend.  We  must  teach  tliose  whom  we  entrust  with  power 
far  away  from  our  control  and  observation  that  we  insist  that  tliat  power 
shall  be  used  in  conformity  with  our  own  principles  of  hamanity.  .  .  . 
I  do  not  know  whether  many  will  agree  with  me  or  not,  but  this  is  aji 
occaition,  in  my  view,  if  ever  there  was  an  occasion,  when,  in  a  form  that 
cannot  be  mistaken,  thif  House  should  show  it  is  cauable  of  expretwine 
what  I  believe  to  l>e,  and  I  believe  you  will  hnd  to  be,  the  real  voice  of  the 
conscience  of  this  country  and  those  who  send  us  here ;  and  it  is  because  I 
think  tliat,  and  think  it  mo«t  profoundly,  that  I  for  one,  whatever  others 
may  do,  must  say  '  No'  to  this  vote." 

42)  Tll«  BislLOp  of  London  on  Commercial  Honesty. 

"  The  great  force  of  law,  after  all,  lay  in  its  power  of  isolation,  tracing 
an  oFTcnce  back  to  its  causes,  and  onwards  to  its  consequences.  It  was 
useless  to  say  tliat  the  law  had  not  succeeded  in  the  past.  The  law  bad 
succeeded.  There  was  one  class  of  the  community  who  were  abav« 
suspicion  in  this  matter,  and  an  Act  of  Parliament  bad  been  passed  to 
enforce  upon  public  bodies  the  same  standard  which  prevailed  among  those 
who  bore  her  Majesty's  commission.  He  lliought  the  time  had  come  when 
that  should  be  extended  universally,  when  the  whole  community  deserved 
the  same  protection,  and  when  the  same  sentiment  of  honour  might  be 
encouraged  in  the  mind  of  everyltody  because  thoy  had  behind  them  the 
law  which  explained  and  enforced  the  true  meaning  of  their  actions  and 
gave  them  the  necessary  stimulus  to  be  true  to  what,  in  their  own  hearts, 
they  knew  they  ought  to  lie  and  to  stand  up  for  uprightness  in  their 
dealings  one  with  another.  No  doubt  the  j^rovisions  of  the  Bill  would  meet 
with  close  criticism,  but  the  acceptance  of  its  principle  would,  he  was  quite 
sure,  be  welcomed  by  the  sound  majority  of  the  commercial  world,  wlio 
would  feel  their  hands  strengthened  in  resisting  the  tyrannjr  of  the  petty 
dishonesty  which  at  present  wove  ita  meshes  around  them  in  a  way  whidn 
was  exceedingly  difficult  for  them  to  overcome  without  such  help  as  tliis 
Bill  providedr* 
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1899. 
Jni»    1. — House    of    Lords.      Beaseenibling   after    Whitenntide 
Rec««.     FonniU  business. 

House  of  Commons.  Adjoummeot  of  the  House 
(moved  by  Mr.  Dllloa  to  call  attention  to 
religions  disturbances  in  Belfast)  lost  hj  13S  to 
73  (majority  B2). 

Supply  —  CMl  Service  Estimates.  Mr. 
Maddison's  Reduction  of  Salary  Motion  to 
call  attention  to  grievances  of  Post  Office 
Employ^  lost  by  168  to  107  (majority  61). 
House  adjourned  at  9.50. 

„  2. — House  of  Lords.  Parish  Cmincillors  ( Tenwre 
of  Office)  BUI  read  a  third  time  aod  passed. 
Congested  Districts  (Scotland)  Act 
Amendment  Bill  read  a  second  time. 
Speech  by  Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh. 
House  of  Commons.  Supply— Civil  Sendee  Esti- 
mates. The  Local  Government  Board. 
Speeches  by  Mr.  Chaplin. 

„       5. — House  of  Lords.     Formal  business. 

House  of  Commons.  The  Grant  of  £30,000  to 
Lord  Kitchener  carried  by  393  to  61  (majority 
342).  Speeches  by  Mr.  Balfour,  Sir  H. 
Campbell-Banaerman,  and  (1)  Mr.  John 
Morley. 

„      6.— House    of  Lords.     Lord    Russell  of    Killowen's 
Prevention  of  Corruption  Sill  read  a 

second  time  without  a  division.  Speeches  by 
the  (2)  Bishop  of  London,  Lord  Halsbury, 
and  the  Bishop  of  Winchester. 

House  of  Commons.  Finance  Bill— Report  stage 
adjourned. 

London  Oovemment  BiU— "Report  stage. 
Mr.  Courtney's  Amendment  permitting  women 
to  be  councillors  and  aldermen  carried  by  196  to 
1$1  {majority  36).   "Speech  by  Sir  H.  Fowler. 
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(1)  Kr.  Balfimr  on  the  Transvaal. 

"  I  do  not  Aeoj  that  tha  failnre  of  the  negoti&bion«  between  Sir  A- 
Milner  and  Preaideot  Kmger  which  have  recently  taken  place  in  the  Orange 
Free  State  is  a  njAtter  of  deep  regret  and  HiBappointmeat  to  tier  Majesty's 
GovemmeDL  But  do  not  let  it  be  sapponed  that  I  for  my  part  augnr  tliat 
the  oontrovenies  which  divide  ns  from  the  Soath  African  Repoblic  are 
incapable  of  satisfactory  solution.  I  hope  and  believe  the  contrary,  aad  1 
.  .  hope  BO  for  this  reason,  that  we  ask  and  wa  desire  no  more  than  thone 
elementary  rights  of  civilisation  for  our  fellow-countrymen  in  the  Sonth 
African  Kepablic  which  I  am  convinced  the  whole  nation  of  Sonth  Africa, 
DnCch  and  English  alike,  thinks  onght  to  be  granted  to  them — rights 
whioh  justice  demands,  which  policy  requires,  and  which  I  should  have 
thought  it  WB8  the  first  interest  of  the  statesmen  of  the  Sonth  African 
Republic  to  grant  to  those  who  live  as  peaceable,  indnstrions,  and  we&lth- 
begetting  citizens  witliin  their  borders.  That  these  citizeua  have  elemen- 
tal tiglit«  founded  upon  natural  law  in  a  civilised  Stat«  no  one  will  dany. 
That  it  is  our  duty  to  see  that  thone  rights  are  not  trampled  recklessly  in 
the  dust  will  also  I  think,  be  denie<l  by  none.  And  my  sanguine  forecast 
of  a  successful  issne  out  of  these  troubles  is  based  upon  the  fact  that 
principles  so  obvious  and  elementary  must  commend  thcmselvea  not  only 
to  the  citizens  of  the  South  African  Republic,  but  to  every  man,  whetlier 
his  origin  be  Anglo-Saxon  or  whether  it  be  Dutcii,  who  in  the  Cape  Colony 
or  elsewhere  contemplates  the  future  of  that  portion  of  the  world  which, 
HO  far  as  we  can  judge,  is  still  destined  to  play  so  great  a  r6le  in  the  world's 
drama-  I  believe  tliat  the  good  sense,  the  justice,  the  policy,  the  wisdom 
of  those  who  lead  public  opinion  in  the  South  African  K«public  will,  in 
harmony  with  tlie  general  judgment  of  those  of  common  origin  with 
themselves  in  the  rest  of  Sonth  Africa,  make  for  some  settlement  which 
will  rightly  preserve  the  independence  of  the  South  African  Republic,  on 
which  no  statesman  and  no  individual  in  this  country  desires  to  make  any 
inroad,  consistent  with  the  granting  to  our  fellow-countrymen,  who  are 
giving  so  much  of  their  wealth  to  that  Republic,  the  rights  which  surely 
every  man,  be  he  of  what  descent  he  will,  is  entitled  to  possesB  in  a 
country  which  describes  itself  as  civilised." 

(2)  Sir  M.  QickS'Beftch  on  Women  as  London  Aldermen. 

"  They  had  already  had  opportunities  on  three  Dcoasions  of  axpradng 
their  opinions  by  speech  and  vote  npon  this  matter  in  the  course  of  the 
progress  of  that  Bill  through  the  House ;  and  he  could  not  help  thinking 
that  there  might  be  not  a  few  members  of  the  House  who  were  indifferent 
as  to  the  merits  of  the  question,  but  who  would  be  very  much  disposed  to 
oppose  the  recommittal  of  a  Bill  when  it  had  reached  tha  third  reading. 
It  was  an  absolutely  nnosnal  course  for  a  motion  for  the  recommittal  of  a 
Bill  to  be  made  except  by  some  one  who  was  opposed  to  the  measure.  An 
additional  gronnd  for  not  making  what  would  be  a  most  inconrenient 
precedent  by  moving  and  carrying  a  motion  for  the  recommittal  of  the 
Bill  was  tliat  his  hon.  friend  was  very  likely  to  get  a  very  much  worse 
division  than  he  might  secure  on  the  merits  of  the  question.  He  felt  veiy 
strongly  tliat  there  was  a  very  considerable  objection  to  the  recommittal  of 
a  Biltof  thb  kind.  He  was  confitlent  that  that  view  was  shored  by  many 
members  of  the  House,  who  would  be  ready  enough,  as  he  should  be,  if 
.  the  issne  were  fairly  raised,  to  vot«  with  his  bon.  niend,  and  he  strongly 
urged  his  lion-  friend,  from  that  point  of  view,  not  to  press  the  matter 
further,  hut  let  the  Bill  now  proceed  to  it«  third  reading,  whan  the  measure 
'  might  go  to  another  place,  and  they  might  again  have  cause  to  thank  God 
th^  iiod  a  HoiUe  of  Lords." 
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1   6.— Mr.  John  Morley  at  the  Westminster  Palace  Hotel 
(Eighty  Club  House  I'inner)  on  Current  Politics. 

7.— House  of  Commons.  Sir  Blundell  Maple's  Service 
Franchise  Bill — Committee  atnge. 

Mr.   Robson's    JEducation   of  Children 

Sill— Committee  stage. 

Mr.  Tritton's  Intoxtcatinff  lAquora 
(Sunday  CloHnff)  Bill— Second  reading 
deltate  adjourned  by  95  to  85  (majority  10). 

Mr.  Lloyd-George's  Wine  and.  Beerhouse 
AntM  Ainf.ndmfnt  Bill  refused  a  second 
reading  bv  185  to  \ZA  (majority  47). 

(I)  Mr.  Balfour  at  the  Cafe  Monico  (National  Union  of 
Conservative  Associations)  on  the  I^iberal  Party 
and  on  ihe  Transvaal. 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire  at  the  Prince's  Restaurant 
'British  Iron  Trade  Association  Dinner)  on 
Tiade.     (>"ee  pojie  332.) 

8.— House  of  Lords.  The  Kitchener  Grant  and  Votes 
of  Thanks  to  the  Forces.  Speeches  by 
Lord  Salisbury  and  Lord  Kimberley. 

House  of  Commons.  Great  Britain  and  the 
Transvaal.    Statement  by  Mr.  Chamberlain. 

The  Soudan  Expedition— Votes  oC  Thanks. 
Speeches  by  Mr.  Balfour  luid  Sir  H.  Camp- 
bell-Bannerman, 

lAmdon  Goi'emment  Riff— Report  stage 
concluded.  Speech  by  (2)  Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach. 

Finance  Bill — Report  stage  concluded. 

ColonitU  Loans  BiM— Committee. 
Lord  Rosebery  at  Epsom  at  the  opening  of  a  Church- 

9. — House  of  Lords.     Formal  business. 

House  of  Commons.  The  Foreign  Office  Vote — 
Discussion  on  China.  Speeches  by  Lord 
Charles  Beresford,  Mr.  Brodrick,  and  Sir 
Edward  Grey. 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire  at  the  Imperial  Institute 
on  Technical  Eldncation. 
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(U  ffir  W.  Eucourtoit  the  HAlf-Timers  Bill. 

"I  have  often  spoken  in  thU  House  And  expraaaad  my  oi^on  ms'to.the 
absolute  iaHdeqnacy  and  inefficiaocy  of  the  exisliag  system  of  edacation 
in  tliiH  coDDtry,  especially  its  elementary  education.  In  no  port  of  Che 
couDtiy  is  it  more  deficient— and  I  npeak  of  that  as  hai-ing  more  persoiuJ 
knowledge  of  it — than  in  the  sgricoltural  diBtricta.  In  my  opinion, 
education  in  agricultural  districts  at  this  time  is  a  disgrace  to  thia  country, 
when  yon  compare  it  with  the  education  of  countriea  which  have  Ichk 
resources  and  which  might  be  expected  to  extract  from  tlieir  children  what 
you  would  reallv  almost  call  their  life  Hood  by  putting  them  to  work  M 
an  age  too  early,  and  remove  them  from  the  inestimable  advantages  of 
edncation.  I  must  say  I  tliink  it  is  a  disgrace  to  this  great  and  wealthy 
country  that  our  elementary  edncation  should  be  what  it  is  at  pros«nt. 
In  that  respect  I  liave  always  desireil  to  support  to  the  utmost  of  mj 
ability  views  which,  I  know,  are  entertained  by  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Council,  confident  that  he  will  act  upon  those  viewH.  I  hope  this  Bill  ia 
only  the  commencement  of  that  which  will  be  followed  up,  and  mast 
necessarily  be  followed  up,  by  measures  of  the  same  description  when  the 
country  has  learnt  that,  so  far  from  being  a  disadvantage,  they  will  be  a 
great  advantage  to  every  class  of  the  community." 

(2)  The  Archbisliop  of  C&nterbnry  on  the  Voluntary  Schools. 

"  There  was  a  decrease  in  subscriptionn  (to  Church  Schooli)  of  nearly 
£47,000,  which  was  a  matter  they  must  regret  very  much.  At  the  same 
time  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  decrease  was  upon  years  which  had 
shown  rather  high  results.  Great  efforts  had  lately  been  made,  and  th^ 
could  not  expect  Ut  always  keep  up  to  the  point  which  they  had  reached 
in  the  past.  The  cause  of  the  decrease  hod  chieHy  been  the  surrender  of 
certain  schools,  and  not  the  diminntion  of  subscriptions  for  schools  which 
had  still  t«  Iw  maintained.  He  trusted  that  that  diminution  would  not  go 
very  much  further.  It  was  impossible  to  emphasise  too  strongly  the 
necessity  of  keeping  up  aubecriptions,  because  that  was  a  proot  to  the 
whole  country  that  they  really  meant  to  sup]>ort  the  Rystem  of  edncation 
of  which  their  schools  formed  the  machinery.  It  was  quite  certain  that 
the  majntenance  uf  religious  education  in  this  country  would  almost 
entirely  depend  upon  the  public  opinion  of  the  country  at  large.  If  the 
country  chose  to  give  up  all  idea  of  maintaiuing  religious  instruction,  the 
Church  schools  would  necessarily  lose  their  support  and  would  disappear. 
What  was  it  that  kept  up,  meanwhile,  the  general  opinion  in  favonr  of 
giving  the  religious  instruction!  It  certainly  was  the  efforts  of  those 
who  cared  about  religious  education  so  much  that  tliey  were  willing  to 
-intribute  largely  towartlH  its  maintenance.  If  the  Cfiurch  schools  did 
-' --■-- '-—■ —  -■--' — '---i,  he  liwl  no  doubt  that  relipous ednca- 


eligioue  instruction,  he  liwl  no  doubt  that  religion 
tion  in  the  Board  schools  would  rapidly  1>egin  to  dwindle.  Whf 
tained  religious  education  in  the  Board  schools  was  the  general  opinion 
that  thereought  to  be  religious  instruction  in  all  elementary  schools.  That 
opinion  was  really  kept  alive  hy  tlie  visible  determination  of  those  who 
really  cared  about  religious  instruction  to  maintain  it  as  long  as  they 
possibly  could,  and  to  make  sacrifices  for  the  purpose.  Iley  were 
making  sacrifices,  and  he  trusted  that  they  would  continue  to  make  them 
in  order  to  sliow  that  the  matter  was  very  near  their  hearts.  He  did  not 
think  that  the  diminution  of  contributions  had  gone  far  enough  to  prove 
that  there  was  any  lack  of  interest  on  their  part  at  present.  The  diminu- 
tion did  not  amount  to  10 per  cent.,  and  that  was,  after  all,  a  diminution 
which  might  represent  nothing  more  than  a  fluctuation  for  a  time.  He 
hoped  that  they  would  recover  it  before  long,  and  that  they  would  be  able 
to  make  people  understand  that  they  realty  meant  that  religious  instrac- 
tion  should  not  cease." 
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1899. 

JnzM  12.— House  of  Lords.    The  Admidistration  of  Justice 

in  Ireland.     Speeches  by  Lord  CoIeri(^  and 

Lord  Halsbury. 

House    of    Commons.     PHvate    Legislation 

Procedure  {Scotland)  B^K— Committee. 

„     13. — House  of  Lords.     Fonn&l  badiiesa. 

House    of   Commons.      Dublin    Corporation 

Bin    read    a.    sncond    time    by    291    to     129 
(majority  162). 

London  Oovernment  Sill  read  a  third 
time.  Speechei  by  Sir  M.  HiclcS-Beach  and 
Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman. 

Finance  Bill  read  a  third  time. 

„     U. — Honse  of  Commons.     Education  of  Children 

Bill  read  a  third  time.     Speeclies  by  Sir  Jolin 
Gorst  and  (1)  Sir  William  Harcourt. 
Service  Franchise  £(22— Heport  stage. 
<2)   The    Archbishop    of    Canterbui?    at    Annual 
Meeting    of     the     National     Society    on 
Voluntary   Schools. 

„  15. — House  of  Lords.  Education  of  Children 
Bill,  LttndoH  Government  Bill,  and 
Finance  Bill  rmd  a  first  time. 

House  of  Commons.  Sugar  Bounties  in  India- 
Sir  Henry  Fowler's  Motion  for  diaallowiug 
the  Indian  Tariff  Act  lost  by  293  to  152, 
Speeches  by  Mr.  Maclean,  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton, Mr.  Courtney,  Mr.  Chamberlain,  and 
SirH.  Campbell-Bahneraian.  {Seepa^a  327.) 

„    16. — House  of  Lords.    Indenturing  in  Western  Aus- 
tralia.   Speeches  by  Lord  Selbome  and  Lord 
Ripon. 
Finance  BiU  I'ead  a  second  MmB  and  passed 
through  all  its  stt^efl. 

House  of  Commons.    Supply— Scotch  Education 

Estimates.     The  Lord  Advocate's  Annual 

Statement. 

Lord  Aberdeen  at  the  Trocadero  (Eighty  Club)  on 
Canada  and  on  Current  Politics. 

a  17.— Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman  nt  Ilford  on  the 
Transvaal.    (•$««  page  336.) 
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CD  Hr.  BaUDnr  oa  tiie  Telephones  Bill. 
-.  .       "I, would   raggest    that    the  best  voDise   the   Rouse  c&n   purane   i* 

to  ftccept  the  Becond  reading  of  the  Bill.  If  ttiey  are  prepared  to  tAke 
that  course,  mj  riglit  iiou,  friehd  would  at  oni^e  move  that  it  be  referred  U» 

■  the  Grand  Committee!  for>  unleiw  it  van  ^  before  that  committee,  there 
.    will  be  little  chunce  of  our  being  able  to  bnd  time  to  pass  it  through  tbt 

remaininif  stages.  I  shall  not  propose  that  motion  for  the  Grand  Com- 
mittee this  afternoon :  I  Hhall  adjourn  it,  and  I  hope  and  believe  it  uaj  be 
found  poHsibte  to  Huiooth  away  some  of  the  dilhcnltiee  which  I  hare  referred 
to.  I  think,  if  the  Bill  went  before  the  Grand  Committee,  it  would  go 
tltrough  the  diti'erent  stages  without  taxing  the  patience  of  the  House  or 
unduly  drawing  upon  the  time  still  at  our  disposal.  If  that  course  meets 
with  the  approbation  of  tiie  House,  as  I  hope  it  will,  I  trust  that  wiUiont 
further  discussion  they  will  consent  to  the  second  reading.  I  will  then 
make  a  motion,  and  we  should  see  whether  we  could  carry  ont  the 
remainder  of  the  programme  I  have  ventured  to  sketch  to  the  House.  Itis 
better  to  make  the  motion  that  this  Bill  be  referred  to  the  Grand  cinn- 
niittee  now,  because  it  is  not  possible  to  alt«r  our  course  subsequently,  and 
if,  after  the  second  reacting,  we  say  the  Committee  shall  stand  on  such  and 
such  a  day,  that  finally  coniniiu  the  House  to  discussing  the  Bill  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  and  it  is  not  possible,  if  we  lake  that  coune,  to 
subsequently  modify  it  In  my  judgment,  to  discuss  this  Bill  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  is  to  give  up  all  hope  of  passing  it  ir  •' 

of  the  uresent  Session.     I  hope  the  " -"  -'---  "- 

upon  them.     If  they  do,  we  may  ha 
Session  this  Bill  may  become  law." 

&)  lb.  Ritchie  on  the  Uitlanders  in  the  Transvaal. 

*'  It  waa  their  duty  to  listen  to  the  coniplainta  of  their  fellow-connliy- 
men's  just  grievances,  and  it  wae  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  oo 
their  utmost  to  see  that  those  grievances  were  redressed.  Too  often  fitful 
attempts  had  been  made  to  neuomplish  that  object.  The  object  could  not 
be  accomplished  by  such  fitful  attempts ;  the  pressure  must  be  firm  and 
continuous.  Backed  as  they  were  by  the  public  feeling  of  the  country  on 
both  sides  of  politics,  he  hoped  that  President  Kruger  would  see  fit  t«  give 
such  concessions  as  would  diminish,  if  not  altogether  do  away  with,  the 
just  complainlfl  of  those  who  were  the  backlione  and  the  mainstay  of 
the  country.  To  lie  successful  two  things  were  necessary.  One  waa 
patience — and  he  hoped  that  they  would  have  patience,  although  patience 
mijjht  be  overstretched —the  other  virtue  retjuired  was  firmness.  With 
patience  and  firmness  he  lioped  they  might  be  able  to  bring  abont  such  a 
state  of  things  in  South  Afnca  as  would  do  much  to  adjust  the  grievancen 
of  those  who  were  now  so  loudly  complaining,  and  establish  the  Republic 
on  a  broad  and  liberal  foundation,  which  would  not  only  be  for  the  good  of 
those  who  were  asking  for  these  changes,  but  for  the  benefit  and  tme 
independence,  tlie  power  and  prosperity,  of  the  South  African  Republic 
itaeU." 

(1)  Hr.  Balfonr  on  the  Irish  Catholic  University. 

"  I  repeat  now,  as  I  have  said  pen>istently  ever  since  this  question  came 
up,  that  until  a  change  takes  place  in  pnbfic  opinion  which  has  not  yet 
taken  place  this  cannot  lie  made  a. Government  question,  and  when  I  make 
that  assertion  it  must  be  acc«pted  that  1  say  exactly  what  I  mean.  1  do 
not  mean  that  1  have  some  covert  commission  from  my  colleagues  to  sonnd 

Suhlic  opinion,  or  to  announce  by  a  ballon  de^aai  the  future  policy  of  the 
ovemment;  I  say  exactly  what  I  mean.  It  is  not  a  Government  question, 
I  do  not  see  how  it  can  be  made  a  Government  question,  but  I,  neverthe- 
less, shall  endeavour  in  the  future,  as  1  have  in  the  past,  to  remove  one  1^ 

■  one  the  difficulties  in  Ireland  and  in  this  country,  arising  possibly,  out  of 
'  the  prejudices  of  those  whom  the  hoo.  gentleman  himseu  reprMenW— 

arising  ont  of  the  ignorance,  as  T  think  it,  of  those  whose  other  views  I 
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-House  of   Lords.       Youthful    Offenders  BUI 

read  a  second  time.     Speech  by  Lord  James 
of  Hereford. 
Lord  Salisbury  on  the  Woik  of  Royal   Corn- 


House  of  Commons.     Statement  as  to  business  by  Mr. 
Balfour.      Speech    by    Sir    H.    Campbell- 
Bannerman. 
Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scot- 
land) Bill — Committee. 
South    Edinburg:h    By-Election    consequeat  on  the 
death  of  Mr.  R.  Cox  (LU). 
Mr.  A.  Dewar(L)  ...,-.         5,820 
Major-General  Wauchope  (C)  -         -         ■         4,989—831 
Liberal  gain. 
1892.  1895. 

Paul  (L)     -     -     -     -     4,692    I    Cox  (LTJ)  -     -     -     -     4,802 
Mclver  (LU)  -    -    -     4,261    |    Paul  (L)    -    -    -    -     4,705 

20.— House  of  Lords.  London  Local  Government 
Bill  read  a  second  time.  Speeches  by  the 
Duke  of  Devonshire,  Lord  Tweedmouth, 
Lord  Onslow,  and  Lord  Kimberley. 

House  of  Commons.  Private  Legislation 
Procedure  {Scotland)  Bill— Commhtee 

stage  ended. 
Telephones    Bill  —  Second    reading    debate. 
Speech  by  Mr,  Hanbury. 

21.— House  of  Commons.  Barracks  BiH— Statement 
by  Mr.  G.  Wyndham.  Financial  i-esolution 
carried  by  241  to  66  (majority  175). 

Telephones  Bill  read  a  second  time  without 
a  division.     Speech  by  (1)  Mr.  Balfour. 
(2)  Mr.  Ritchie  at  Croydon  on  Current  Politics. 

22.— House  of  Lords.  Lord  Burghclere's  Commons 
and.  Open  Spaces  Bill  read  a  second  time. 
Speeches  by  Lord  Cross  and  Lord  Kimberley. 

House  of  Commons.  Tithe  Bent  Charge 
(Bates)  Bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Walter 
Long^  and  read  a  first  time  by  247  to  169 
(majority  78). 

Supply— The  Irish  Votes. 
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Bhare,  dilScnttieH  which  ciui  lie  met.  wliii^h  time  I  tliinic  will  enable  as  to 
meet,  but  wliidi  cannot  an  yet  lie  met  by  tbat  apparatus  of  party  organisa- 
tion anil  |)arty  luacliinerj'  by  wliioli  we  rightly  truHt  to  carry  on  so  much 
of  the  legiflation  of  thin  country." 

I  Itx.  Chamberlain  on  the  Transvaal. 

"  In  tlie  situation  which  I  liave  ventured  to  make  clear  to  you,  wliat  in 
tlie  duty  of  her  MajcMtya  Crovemmeut  ?  {A  roire  :  '  Fight  them  and— .'> 
What  in  the  duty  of  a  (iovemment,  at  all  eventw  as  long  aa  it  is  a  Govern- 
ment reprenenting  the  people  of  the  I'nited  Kingtlom?  Our  tirat  object, 
our  principal  object,  to  which  all  our  energieH  must  be  devoted  is  to  xecare 
an  amicable  Msttlenient.  The  worst  enemies  of  peace,  however,  are  those 
who  for  purposeK  of  their  own  are  inisleadiug  President  Kruger  and 
encoorf^ng  him  to  resist  the  pressure  which  is  put  upon  him  by  telling- 
him  that  if  he  will  only  atancj  firm  he  will  find  in  this  country  a  divided 
(iovemment  and  a  divided  people.  As  to  the  Goveninient,  there  is  not 
the  least  foundation  for  that  statement.  We  are  and  we  liave  been 
abwilutety  unanimons  an  to  the  policy  which  is  to  be  pursned.  Those  who 
say  that  there  is  a  party  within  the  Government  that  desires  war  are  guilty 
of  a  mischievous  untruth.  On  the  other  hand,  those  fall  into  a  grievona 
error  who  think  that  tliere  is  a  party  within  the  Government  who.  having 
put  their  bands  to  the  plough,  will  now  draw  back.  As  long  as  we  have 
the  confidence  of  Parliament  and  of  the  country,  we  are  retiponsible  for  the 
time  and  method  of  our  action.  We  will  not  he  hurried  on  the  one  hand, 
we  will  not  be  held  back  on  the  other.  Hut  ba\-ing  undertaken  thi» 
business  we  will  see  it  through.  And  as  to  the  country.  I  believe  that 
there  in  no  one  in  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land  who  deairee  to  quarrel 
with  the  TranHvaal  Republic,  Bnt  the  vaitt  majority  of  our  people,  at  any 
rate,  recognise  that  there  are  substantial  j^evances  which  nmst  lie 
redreiweii,  and  that  reform  is  necessary,  and  if  1  may  judge  from  wliat 
appears  in  representative  organs  in  the  foreign  Press,  and  in  the  Press  of 
the  United  Stateu  of  America,  I  believe  that  this  view  is  generally 
adopted — that  if  President  Kruger  remuns  unapproachable  by  argument 
he  will  not  have  a  single  supporter  in  the  civilised  world.  1  hope  that  he 
may  be  able  to  ai>preciate  the  fact  tlwit  we  have  no  design  upon  the 
independence  of  his  country.  The  friendly  advice  which  we  give  him 
would  have  the  effect  of  strengthening  and  continuing  that  independence. 
It  would  make  loyal  citizens  of  those  who  are  now  di9content«d  aliens. 
And  I  hope  also  that  the  efforts  of  our  loyal  Dutch  subjects  in  Cape 
Colony— of  men,  tor  instance,  like  Mr.   Hofmeyr,  who  has  iieser»-edly  a 

Sreat  infiuence  with  lib  fellow-countrymen — 1  liope  that  his  eflbrtH  and 
lose  of  the  Government,  and  especially  of  the  Prime  Minister  of  Cape 
Colony,  to  bring  about  an  amicable  arrangement,  to  induce  the  President  to 
make  the  necessary  concessions,  will  be  aucceesful.  At  all  events  he 
cannot  siisj>ect  them  of  being  unfriendly,  either  personally  or  to  his 
peosle.  W  e  ask  only  justice  tor  our  fellow-subjects.  We  ask  that  an  end 
shall  be  put  to  this  continuous  disturbance  and  unrest  which  constitutee 
a  seriotu  danger  to  the  whole  of  South  Africa.  We  are  told— I  do  not 
complain  of  this— we  are  told  that  patience  and  moral  pressure  «-ill  bring 
about  a  settleiivent.  1  devoutly  pray  tliat  they  may.  I  agree  that  moral 
prewtu re  should  be  exhausted  before  any  man  talks  of  anything  else.  I 
agree  that  patience  in  a  virtue  which  becomes  the  strong,  but  there  is,  t 
imagine,  no  responsible  |ierson  wlio  will  pretend  that,  after  encceeaive 
Governments  have  recognised  the  danger  of  the  position  and  have  made 
persistent  requests,  tlie  position  can  be  allowed  indefinitely  to  remain  as  it 
IB  at  present.  Every  man  of  sense  must  see  that  tliere  comes  «  time  when 
patience  can  hardly  be  distinguished  from  weakness,  and  when  moral 


)  by  Google 


TBK   tlBBBAl.   UAOAZINE.  303 

1899. 

Jane  23.— House  of  Lords.  Land  Tenure  in  Wales.  Speeches 
by  Lord  Carrington,  Lord  Salisbury,  and 
Lord  Kimberley. 

Elementary  Education  (Defective  and 
Epileptic  Children)  Bill  read  a  second 
time.    Speech  by  the  Duke  of  Devonshire. 

House  of  Commons.  Irish  Estimates— The 
Roman  Catholic  University.  Speech  by 
(1)  Mr.  Balfour.     (See  page  ZQO.) 

Aborigines  Protection  Society  Deputation  to  Mr. 
Chamberlain. 

East  Edinburgh  By-Election  consequent  on  the  death 
of  Mr.  Robert  Wallace  (L). 

Mr.  McCrae  (L) 4,891 

Mr.  Younger  (LU) 2,961—1,930 

Representation  unchanged. 

1892.  1895. 

Wallace  (L)   -    -    -    3,963    I    Wallace  (L)    -    -    -    3,499 

FulUrton  (LTJ)  -     -     2,803    |     Younger  (LU)     -     -     3,050 

„    26.— House  of  Lords.    London  Government  Bill— 

Committee.  Lord  Dunraven's  Amendment 
excluding  Women  from  the  Councils  carried  by 
182  to  68  (majority  114).  Speeches  by  Lord 
Salisbury,  Lord  Halsbury,  Lord  Kimber- 
ley,  and  the  Duke  of  Devonshire. 

House  of  Commons.    Board  of  Education  Bill 

read  a  second  time  without  a  division.     Speeches 
by  Sir  John  Gorst  and  Mr.  Bryce. 
(2)  Mr.  Chamberlain  at  Birmingham  on  the  Transvaal. 

„    27.— House  of  Lords.    London   Government  Bill 

passed  through  Committee.  Lord  Monks- 
well's  Amendment  making  a  Finance  Committee 
necessary  carried  by  6f>  to  50. 

prestiiire  becomes  a  farce  which  cannot  be  continued  without  loss  of  seU- 
respect.  May  the  time  never  come  in  tliis  instance ;  bat  if  it  does — 
nnleea  I  misjnd^  the  temper  and  the  character  of  my  countrymen— if 
they  Bee  that  their  Government  in  asking  for  what  it  has  a  right  and  a 
duty  to  demand,  asking  it  in  conciliatory  terms,  pressing  only  by  moral 
persaasion  and  friendly  remonstrance— if  they  see,  1  say,  that  that 
Government  is  again  and  again  rebnHed,  its  friendly  remonstrances  and 
advice  scorned,  and  its  requests  refused,  they  will  expect  and  insist  that 
means  shall  be  found  to  secure  a  result  which  is  not  onlv  desirable  in 
the  interests  of  the  British  subjects,  but  which  is  essential  to  the  peace 
and  the  prosperity  of  the  whole  of  South  Africa." 
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(1)  Mr.  Gonrtnay  on  the  position  of  the  Liberal  Unionists. 

"Why,  I  ask,  is  it  thnt  there  are  some  70  wiio  profeB»  toc&ll  theniMlves 
Liberal  Unionists  instead  of  calUnp  themselves  Conservatives!  That  is 
what  I  want  to  koow.  I  want  bon.  members — especinlly  riglit  bon.  gentle- 
men on  the  front  bench— to  conxider  this  question.  Some  of  ok  here,  evea 
before  I8M6>  were  returned  as  Liberals,  and  we  reprcEtented  constituenoies 
which  preenmably  from  that  circumslance— apart  irora  Home  Rule— were 
Liberal  coQstiluencies,  Bat  we  ourselves  were  opposed  to  Home  Rule,  aud 
we  were  supported — those  of  ns  who  survived — in  these  constituencies  by  a. 
section  of  Liberals  like  onrselves,  opiiosed  to  Home  Rule,  hut  not  otherwise 
ch&Dged  in  their  opinions,  who  came  h>  join  a  minority  of  Consen'ativea  in 
these  eonstitucnrie.s.  and  so  secured  a  majority.  Vie  Lilieral  Unioni«t«, 
representing  ohl  constitueneiea  of  thio  character,  sit  here  in  coi^equence  of 
the  fact  tliat  there  is  hucIi  a  section  attached  to  ourselves,  which  may  be 
sometimes  smaller  and  sometimes  greater,  hnt  which  is  always  an  indis- 
pensable body  to  make  what  was  a  Conservative  minority  into  a  Unionist 
majority.  Then  consider  those  lion,  members  who  have  come  in  sinoe. 
Why  do  the  astute  maQagers  of  partv  conflict— why  do  the  men  who  select 
candidates  to  go  here  and  there  choose  men  calleil  Liberal  UnionistM, 
instead  of  men  called  Conservatives,  to  j^  to  one  constituency  rather  than 
to  another!  They  do  not  do  it  if  they  can  help  it,  perhaps,  but 
that  only  enforces  the  arjniment.  The  Liberal  UniunbttA  are  necessary 
evils,  lliat  is  the  point  I  am  endeavour! Dg  to  drive  home.  They  are 
selected  because  they  can  appeal  to  a  certain  number  of  electors  who  cao 
turn  the  scale  of  the  election.  1  can  tell  yon  one  thing  aliout  the  Liberal 
Unionists  in  the  conHtituencies  who  return  ua.  They  are  more  or  less  per- 
suaded that  Home  Rule  is  ilead,  and  it  is  very  difficult  to  keep  them  from 
slipjiing  back  into  that  1>elief.  I  think  it  is  a  most  mischievons  error  on 
their  part ;  but  that  is  the  tendency  of  opinion.    Anil  what  use  do  they 

make  of  legislation  such  as  that  which  is  now  r '  •     '•"--   *'• — 

that  the  Conservative  Uovemraent  themselves  si 


proposed !    Why.  they  say 
ihow  that  they  tiiink  Home 


Rule  is  dead,  that  they  can  di»iiense  with  Liberal  Uoionist  support,  and 
they  will  have  to  dutpense  with  it.  I  tlunk  that  is  a  creat  danger.  I  am, 
as  1  said,  a  Lilieral  Unionist,  and  I  want  to  preserve  tlie  Union.  I  say  that 
you  are  running  a  serious  danger  if  you  propose  to  bring  in  legislation  here, 
forgetful  of  the  fact  that  among  the  supporters  of  the  Government  there  is 
a  section,  he  it  large  or  be  it  small,  which  is  still  operative  in  constituencies 
up  and  down  the  country,  and  able  to  tnm,  and  will  continue  to  turn,  the 
balance  if  the  Union  is  in  danger,  bnt  which  will  nut  turn  the  balance  the 
other  way  if  by  action  such  as  this  they  think  that  danger  passed  and  other 
dangers  are  upon  them.  This,  sir,  is  my  last  wonl.  This  Bill  is  not  only 
wrong  as  a  solution  of  the  problems  with  which  it  pretends  to  grapple  ;  it 
not  only  proposes  what  is  unexampled  in  inoilem  legiHlatioD— an  addition 
to  the  endowment  of  the  Church  of  England— but  by  so  doing  it  places  the 
Unionist  majority  in  peril  by  alienating  the  Liberal  UnionistH  ttiroughont 
the  country  who  have  helped  to  give  it  ils  power,  and  as  a  Liberal  Unionist 
I  will  vote  against  the  second  reading. " 

(2)  Mr.  IiOUK  on  Agricultural  Holdings. 

"  There  was  no  subject  which  was  so  surronndetl  by  controversy,  and 
on  which  it  was  so  certain  that  acute  and  prolonged  controversies  would 
arise,  as  this  subject  of  the  tennre  of  land.  There  was  one  Kuhoot  wliich 
held  that  reform  sliuuld  proceed  upon  the  lines  long  ago  adopted  in  Ireland, 
He  had  no  sympathy  with  that  view,  and  would  never  be  rewjionBible  for  a 
measure  which  verj>ed  utsin  any  proposal  of  that  kind.  He  believed  the 
failure  of  the  Agricultural  Holdings  Act  to  carry  out  what  were  un- 
doubtedly its  original  intentions  had  been  due  more  to  the  method  in 
which  it  had  been  applied  than  to  fiulinge  inherent  in  the  Act  itself.  At 
the  same  time,  he  knew  that  there  were  faults  in  the  Act;  and  that  a 
great  deal  might  be  done  by  the  siraplification  of  the  AcL    But  the 
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June  27.— House  of  Commons.  Tithe  Sent'Charge 
(Sates)  Bill  —  Second  reading  debate. 
Speeches  by  Mr.  Asquith,  Mr.  Walter  Long, 
Mr.  Birrell,  and  Mr.  George  Whiteley. 

„     3S. — House  of  Commons.     Telephones  Sill  referred  to 
Standing  Committee  on  Trade. 

Small  Houses  (Acquisition  of  Owner- 
ship) Sill— B^port. 

„    29. — House  of   Lords.      Lord   Penrhyn's    Summary 
Jurisdiction      (1879)      Amend/ment 

Sill  read  a  second  time. 

Poor  Xaw  Acts  Amendment  Sill  read 
a  second  time.  Speeches  by  Lord  Harris  and 
Lord  Kimberley. 

House    of     Commons.      Tithe     Setit-Charge 
iJRatea)  Bill  read  a  second  time  by  314  to  17S 

(majority  13B).  Speeches  by  (1)  Mr.  Courtney, 
Sir  W.  Harcourt,  Sir  E.  Clarke,  Sir 
Henry  Fowler,  and  Mr.  Balfour. 

Cable  Companies   Deputation  to    Sir  M.   Hicks- 
Bcach  and  Mr.  Chamberlain. 

„    30.— House  of  Lords.    Education  of  Children  Bill 

read  a  second  time  without  a  division.  Speeches 
by  Lord  Knutsford,  the  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire, and  Lord  Kimberley. 

House  of  Commons.     Supply — Irish  Estimates. 

Sir  H.  Campbell- Bannerman  at   the  Cit^r  Liberal 
Club  on  the  Transvaal  and  the  Clerical  Tithes 

Bill. 

Chamber  of  Asdculture   Deputation   to  (2)  Mr. 
Walter  Long  on   the  Agricultural   Holdings 


proponal  that  a  mCRsure  should  be  brought  in  this  Session  without  any 
intentioD  of  carrying  it  would  be  retrogressive  rather  than  progressive. 
The  (iovemment  were  determined  to  deal  witli  this  question,  and  they 
were  prepared  to  take  as  tlietr  guide  the  admirable  proposals  of  the  Coni- 


:  of  the  Central  Cliainber.  Tliev  were  pleirged  to  deal  with  the 
queation  in  an  efficient  lUHnner,  and  he  hoped  to  oe  able  to  do  so  next 
Session.  If  the  Uovernment  had  not  already  dealt  with  it,  it  was  not 
becanse  they  bad  been  unmindful  of  tlie  demands  of  the  aericultUTal 
interest,  but  because  they  had  thought,  as  he  believed  rightly,  Uiat  other 
qosstions  had  priority  and  ought  hist  to  be  dealt  with." 
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THE   DIVISIONS    OF   THE    MONTH. 

Junk,  1899. 


A  record  of  the  more  importotxt  divisions  for  the  month  of  Jane. 


(The  votes  of  any  parttcul&r  member  in  the  following  divisions  c&n 
be  obttuned  from  the  Liberal  Publication  Department  for  Is.  For  a 
fee  of  5s.  the  votes  in  the  principal  divisions  for  a  year  can  be  obtained 
monthly.) 

[Note.  —In  tht  foUminng  lUt  of  the  chief  divisions  in  th«  Boute  of  Commons, 
1^  number  of  the  mitwrity  (wAelfcer  "For"  or  "  Againtt  ")  in  a  divition  it 
alwaya  put  first  for  the  take  of  convenience.  When  tht  division  it  an  "official " 
one,  (i-e.)  whtn  the  Oovemment  or  OppotUion  Whips  are  the  TeUen,  the 
loord  "For"  or  "Against"  at  the  case  may  be,   it  given  in  Aoiio.] 

I. — The  Orieyancbs  of  Post  Office  Servants. 
June  1st,  1899  (Division  J7o.  166).— On  Mr.  Steadman's  Motion  to 
reduce  the  salary  of  the  Postmaster-General  by  £100,  to  call  attention 
to  the  discontent  alleg^  to  exist  in  many  departments  of  the  Post 
Office. 

For,  109;  Against,  1S9. 
II. — Tbs  Grant  to  Lord  Kftchehrr. 
June  5th,  1899  (Division  No.  170).— On  the  Motion,  "  That  a  sum, 
not  exceeding  £30,000,  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty,  to  be  issued  to 
Major-General  Lord  Kitchener  of  Khartoum,  G.C.B.,  K.C.M.G.,  as  an 
acknowledgment  of  his  eminent  ser^'ices  in  planning  and  conducting 
the  recent  Expedition  in  the  Soudan." 

Against,  53  ;  For,  39S. 
III. — Wink  and  BsEBnotisE  Acre  Ahenduent  Bill. 
June  7th,  1899  {Division  No.  177).— On  the  Motion  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Wine  and  Beerhouse  Acts  Amendment  Bill. 

For,  140;  Against,  185. 
IV, — The  Dublin  Cobporatios  Bill. 
June  13th,  1899  {Division  No.  188).— On  Mr.  Carson's  Motion  to 
postpone  the  consideration  of  the   Dublin  Corporation  Bill  for  three 
months. 

For,  131  ;  Against,  293. 
V. — The  Indian  Sugar  Duties. 
June    16ih,    1899  {Division  No.    193).— On   Sir  Henry  Fowler's 
Motion,   "That  an  humble  Address  l«   presented    to  Her    Majesty, 
praying  that  Her  Majesty  will  be  pleased  to  disallow  The  Indian 
TarifiFAct,  1899." 

For,  154;    Against,  295. 
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VI.  AND  VII. — Scotch  Private  Lboislation. 
June  19th,  1899  {Pivuion  JTo.    199).— On  Sir  Chai-les  Cameron's 
Motion  proTiding  that  the  choice  of  aelectiug  the  three  acting  Com- 
misaioners  should  be  made  by  the  Committees  of  Selection  of  both 
Houses,  instead  of  bj  the  Chairman  and  the  Secretary  for  Scotland. 
For,  8i  ;  Against,  159. 
June  20th,  1699   (Divition  No.  201).— On  Mr.  Thomas  Shaw's 
Amendment  providing  against  a  second  inquiry  in  London  after  the 
first  inquiry  in  Scotland. 

For,  142;  Again»t,  208. 
THE  CLERICAL  TITHES  BILL. 
VIII. — Adjodrnubnt  of  Debate. 
June  22nd,  1699  (i^tvuion  No.   203).— On  the  Motion  put  by  the 
Speaker  at  the  request  of  Sir  Henry  Camp  bell- Baonerm  an  that  the 
Debate  on  the  Tithe  Bent-charge  (Bates)  Bill  be  now  adjourned. 
For,  164  ;  Againtt,  244. 
IX. — Introduction. 
June  22nd,  1899  (Divitum  No.   204).— On   Jlr.  Walter  Long's 
Motion : — 

"That  leave  be  givva  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend   the  Law   with 
respect  to   the  Payment  of   Rates  on   Tithe  Rent-charge  attached  to  a 


Agaitxat,  171  ;  For,  249. 
X, — Second  Bbadino. 
June  29th,   1699   {Division  No.    210).— On    the    Motion   for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Tithe  Rent-charge  (Rates)  Bill. 

Againtt,  177  ;   For,  315. 
THE  LONDON  GOVERNMENT  BILL. 
XL — Women  ab  Alderhbk  and  Councillobb. 
June  6th,  1899  (ilivwum  No.  171).— On  Mr.  Courtney's  Amend- 
ment : — 

"  And  no  person  shall  be  disqualified  by  sex  ormsrriaga  for  being  elected 
«T  being  an  alderman  or  a  councillor." 

Against,  163  ;  For,  198. 

XII. — Qualification  for  Aldermen. 
June  6th,  1899  (Division  No.  173). — On  Mr.   Courtney's  Amend- 
ment:— 

"  A  person  shall  be  qualified  to  be  elected  as  alderman  in  any  metro- 
politan borough  vho  is  aualiBed  to  be  elected  as  councillor  in  the  same  or 
any  other  metropolitan  borough." 

For.  69  ;  Against,  141. 
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THE  CLERICAL  TITHES  BILL. 


The  Government  have  taken  effective  steps  to  make  the  end  of 
the  Sesaion  free  from  the  reproach  of  dulness ;  they  have  intro- 
dnced  in  the  Clerical  Tithes  Bill  what  is  undoubtedly  the  most 
contentious  measure  of  the  year.  It  is  explained  pictorially  with 
admirable  point  in  the  cartoon  of  Sir  John  Tenniel,  which  (by 
special  permission  of  the  proprietors  of  Punch)  we  reproduce  on 
the  oppoaite  page.  The  measure  is  yet  another  instance  of  the 
claia  legislation  for  which  this  Government  has  such  an  affection ; 
moreover,  the  Bill  only  touches,  so  to  speak,  a  portion  of  a  part 
of  the  admittedly  dilficult  and  complex  question  of  local  taxation. 
There  is  tithe  charge  which  is  in  lay  hands,  or,  as  it  is  expressed 
in  l^al  terms,  "severed  from  the  benefice;"  to  this  the  Act  does  not 
apply.  The  sole  beneficiaries  are  the  ten  or  eleven  thousand  incum' 
bents  who  collectively  pay  in  rates  on  the  tithe  rent-charge  an  estimated 
sum  of  £174,000  a-year.  In  future  they  are  to  pay  just  one  half,  and 
the  £87,000  which  is  thus  lost  to  the  rates  in  various  parts  of  the 
country  is  to  be  refunded  out  of  the  Local  Taxation  Account.  Thanks 
to  the  fall  in  the  price  of  corn,  the  value  of  £100  of  tithe  rent^harge 
is  now  only  about  £68,  with  the  result  that  large  numbers  of  country 
clergymen  are  admittedly  inautficiently  paid,  and  have  to  try  to  make 
both  ends  meet  on  a  wholly  inadequate  income.  That  is,  no  doubt, 
an  argument  for  Churchmen  paying  them  better,  but  not  allowing 
them  to  come  upon  the  State  for  relief.  To  do  that  is,  as  Mr.  George 
Whiteley,  M.P.,  siys,  to  "  pauperise  the  Church."  The  general  case 
against  the  Bill  was  admirably  stated  on  its  introduction  on  June 
22nd  by  Sir  Henry  Compbetl-Bannerman : — 

"  What  is  the  case,  very  briefly,  apart  from  the  teohnicalities  with  which 
we  have  no  time  to  deal  to-day,  as  it  is  set  before  us  )  Here  ara  certain 
clergymen  of  the  Church  of  England,  whose  income  comes  from  tithe  <ir 
from  glebe  lands,  aod  they  find  that,  so  heavy  ore  the  burdens  of  local 
taxation  upon  them,  their  income,  alrmdy  poor,  is  reduced  eo  as  to  become 
altusether  inadequate.  And  this  grievance  has  been  greatly  Bgi^ravated  by 
the  legialatiun  of  the  prexent  Government,  who  a  few  years  ago  ijave  relief 
to  the  landlord  througn  his  tenant—ftsve  relief  to  a  favoured  clnss  by  relieving 
them  of  half  the  rates,  and  necessarily  impoaod  that  half,  directly  or  indirectly, 
in  addition  to  the  other  half,  upon  all  the  ratepayers,  including  these  very 
clergymen  who  now  make  complaint.  I  have  the  greatest  sympathy  with 
these  unfortunate  cle^^men.  I  believe  that  in  many  coses  they  are  hardly 
in  a  position  to  discharge  their  high  and  important  duties.  They  ought  to 
be  relieved,  but  who  is  to  relieve  them  ?  that  is  the  question.  They  are  to 
be  relieved,  according  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite,  at  the  expenae 
of  the  taxpayers,  out  of  moneys  which,  if  they  did  not  go  to  this  purpose, 
would  go  to  some  useful  purpose  beneficial  to  the  whole  community.  The 
landlords  have  already  been  helped,  and  now  the  clergy  are  to  be  relieved. 
The  question  is,  when  is  the  turn  of  the  householder,  the  shopkeeper,  the 
tradesman  and  the  community  at  large  to  come  }  What  is  this,  in  the  name 
of  oommon-aense,  but  a  fresh  endowment  of  the  Church  of  England  1    I  am 
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poml  of  this  kind  will  be  particularly  opportune.  But,  pasting  from  that, 
if  the  incumeH  of  the  clergj  are  insufficient,  aa  I  believn  in  manj  casM  they 
are,  for  the  proper  discharge  of  their  dutiea  and  the  inaintenitnce  of  their 
position,  they  are  the  servants  uf  n  Church,  the  richest  far  and  away  in  the 
country,  a  Church  which  hai,  roughly  speaking,  among  its  members  almost 
all  the  influential  classes  in  society,  the  claaseH  of  more  exalted  and  wealthy 
position,  and  they  are  to  come  to  the  rut«payeni  of  the  country  to  make 
good  this  little  deficiency  in  their  incomes.  Why,  there  is  not  a  free  and 
independent  Church  in  the  kingdom  so  mean  and  an  poor  that  it  would  not 
Boom  to  do  it.  I  will  not  quote  the  case  of  what  you  call  Nonconformist 
bodies,  who  have  a  different  theory  and  a  different  ideal  from  yours  in  theMj 
matters  ;  I  wilt  take  the  esse  of  an  established  Church  well  known  to  the 
leader  of  the  House— the  Church  of  Scotland.  It  is  a  poor  Church  ;  it 
does  not  include  smong  its  members  the  main  part  of  the  most  exalted 
and  the  most  wealthy  of  the  community  ;  it  is  a  Church  comprising  the 
great  msss  of  the  trading,  farming  and  labouring  people  of  Scotland— at 
least,  it  has  its  share  of  all  these  three  classes.  It  came  home  to  the 
Church  of  Scotland,  a  few  years  ago,  that  a  lai^e  number  of  its  ministers 
were  not  in  receipt  of  sufficient  incomes  to  maintain  their  position.  What 
did  itdo  !  It  instituted  a  fund  and  it  collected  subscriptions  so  that  a  cer- 
tain miuimiim  income  might  be  established  which  everjoiie  of  the  uiinist«ni 
was  to  receive,  and  that  has  been  done  by  the  free-will  effort  and  self* 
sacrifice  of  the  people  of  the  Church.  Here  is  an  instance  of  an  established 
Church  which  can  take  the  right  way  iu  dealing  with  a  difficulty  of  this 
sort.  That  is  the  way,  and  not  to  exact  uiii  from  the  already  burdened 
community,  many  members  of  which  are  every  whit  as  much  in  need  of  help 
aa  the  clergy  of  the  Church  of  England.  The  case  will  be  argued  afterwards 
on  its  technical  merits,  but  these  are  the  general  considerations  which  lead 
me  to  declare  an  open  and  determined  hostility  to  the  Bill.  I  began  by 
saying  that  I  protested  against  a  Bill  of  this  importance  being  introduced 
by  the  Government  in  this  manner  with  the  full  knowledge  of  the  strong 
feeling  that  existed  upon  it,  and  in  order  to  emphasise  that  opinion  I  beg 
to  ask  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  the  exercise  of  the  power  given  te  you,  to  put 
the  question  to  the  House  that  the  debate  be  now  adjourned." 

I.— The  Case  Against  the  Bill. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  chief  points  to  be  made  in  criticism 
of  the  Bill  :— 

(a)  The  measure  relieves  tithe  rent-charge  of  a  liability  it  hat  borne 
(fiither  a»  tithes  or  tithe  rent-charge)  since  the  days  of  Qiieen  Eli%nheik. — 
We  do  not  say  this  on  our  own  authority,  but  on  that  of  the  Chancellor 
v&  the  Exchequer.  Speaking  in  a  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons 
on  June  6th,  1898,  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach  said  :-- 

"I  must  say  that  I  r^ret  that  in  the  course  of  the  discussion  of  this 
matter  in  the  country,  suggestions  and  requeits  have  been  mode  to  her 
Uajest?  ■  QoTemment  which  point  to  nothing  less  than  the  exemption,  not 
mcn^y  of  tithe  rent-charge,  but  of  the  whole  income  of  the  clergy  from  local 
taxation.  I  do  not  believe  that  any  luch  proposition  as  that  is  a  pracUc- 
able  proposition,  or  would  be  in  the  smallest  desree  just  to  the  other  classes 
of  Uie  community.  But  tithe  rent-cfaaige  and  ^ebe  luid  have  been  subject 
to  local  taxation  since  the  days  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  It  is  all  very  well  to  say 
that  the  clergyman  ought  not  to  be  taxed  in  this  way  more  than  Uie  lawyvr 


)  by  Google 


Joly,  Ue9.)  THK   LIBBRAL  HAOAZIHK.  311 

or  the  doctor  ;  but,  bb  a  matter  of  fact,  he  has  been  taxed  in  this  way  for 
centuries  past,  and  it  is  not,  I  think,  a  practicable  proposition  to  suggest 
to  Parliament  or  to  ask  the  Govemment  to  remove  local  taxation  from 
property  which  hai  been  bo  long  subject  to  it,  at  the  cost  either  of  the  other 
nt«payer  or  of  the  ratepayera  generally." 

It  may  be  urged  that  all  thaee  centuries  the  clergy  have  been  unjustly 
rated.  But  have  tliey  i  It  is  the  fact  that  ia  the  first  instance  tithes 
were  paid  (1)  to  support  the  clergy  »nd  (2)  to  relieve  the  poor.  Now 
that  all  the  tithe  goes  to  the  clergy  they  ought  not  to  grumble  at 
having  to  pay  rates  on  it. 

(b)  The  ct'.rgy  have  aetually  been  provided  toith  money  with  which 
to  pail  ihr.te  ratr.a.^V'p  to  the  year  1836,  the  year  of  the  Tithe  Com- 
mutation Act,  tithes  were  paid  in  kind.  This  was  a  cumbrous  and 
inconvenient  process  which  led  to  great  difficulty,  and  the  State  stepped 
in  and  gave  to  the  tithe  owner  instead  of  a  right  to  tithes  in  kind  an 
equivalent  right  to  a  money  payment  to  be  called  tithe  rent«harge. 
This  money  payment  was  not  to  be  a  fixed  sum,  but  was  to  vary  with 
the  price  of  corn.  Since  that  time  the  value  of  £100  of  tithe  rent^ 
charge  as  fixed  in  1836  has  been  as  high  as  £112,  though  at  the 
present  time  its  value  hns  fallen  to  about  £68.  It  had  been  a  very 
common  custom  for  the  tithe  payer  also  to  pay  the  rates  on  the  tithe. 
Farmers,  for  instance,  on  tithes  worth  £!kOO  a  year  would  pay  £100  in 
rates,  and  would  deduct  this  from  the  £500  when  they  paid  the  tithe 
owner  who  would  thus  get  £400,  The  Commutation  Act  provided  that 
the  obligation  of  paying  rates  should  for  the  future  be  on  the  tithe 
owner,  and  accordingly  the  tithe  rent-charge  was  fixed  not  at  £  100, 
but  at  the  £400  added  to  the  £100  previously  paid  by  the  farmeri  in 
rates.  This  left  the  tithe  owner— that  is  to  say  the  incumbent— in 
just  the  same  position  as  he  had  been  before.  His  tithe  rent-charge 
was  £500,  and  out  of  this  he  had  to  pay  £100  in  rates,  leaving  him 
with  the  £400,  which  came  to  him  before  the  Act.  This  may  be  taken 
as  practically  a  typical  case,  since  at  that  time  rates  were  very  nearly 
4s.  in  the  £,  those  being  the  days,  be  it  remembered,  of  the  unreformed 
Poor  Law,  The  interim  report  of  the  Local  Taxation  Commission  on 
this  point  says  :  — 

"  The  Tithe  Act  of  1836  provided  that  the  tithes  be  commuted  either 
voluntarily  by  the  titheowners  and  landowners  of  the  parish,  subject  to 
certain  conditions  and  restrictions,  or  else  compulsorily  by  the  Tithe  Coro- 
miaBionere,  the  Act  in  the  tithe  case  directing  the  mode  of  conversion  to  be 
as  follows  :  — 

"(1)  To  find  the  clear  average  annual  value  of  the  tithes  of  each  parish, 
after  making  all  just  deductions  on  account  of  the  expense  of  collecting, 
preparing  for  sale  and  marketing,  where  such  tithes  had  been  taken  in  kind, 
durmg  the  seven  years  preceding  Christmas,  1836. 

"  In  estimating  this  no  deductions  were  allowed  on  account  of  any  rates 
or  charges  or  assessmenta  to  which  the  tithes  were  liable,  and  where  the 
tithe*  had  been  compounded  for  on  the  basis  of  the  tithe  payers  paying  the 
TatMi  the  Commissioners  were  directed  to  make  such  additions  to  the  com- 
poflitioo  as  would  be  equivalent  to  the  rates  paid." 
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This  was  done,  as  tbe  DaUj/  Netm  in  an  excellent  series  of  Articles 
haa  shown.     We  take  the  following  summary  tabic  :— 


Tllbs  Owner 
Hktn'berori  IB 


Bedford 

BerlcH 

Bucks 

Cambridge 

Cheebire 

Cornwall 

Camberland 
Derby 

Darhani 

Eftsex 

Gloucexter 

Hanimhire 

Hereford 

Hertt< 

Huntingdon 

Kent 

Lancashire 

LeiceHter. 

Lincoln  

Middlesex 

Monmoulli 

Norfolk 

Nortlianipton 

Northnml>erland ... 

Nottingham 

Oxford 

Rutland 

Shropsliire 

Somernet 

Stafford 

Suffolk 

Sussex 

Warwick .... 

Westmoreland 

Wilts 

Worcestfir 

Yorkfl 


7,076  10  1 
36,429  7 

14,405  18  10 

33,911  16  e 

7,8SO  17  3 

17,400  6  0 

1,936  IJS  9 

6,812  B  7 

25.097  5  11 

22,199  14  10 

12,6.'>6  19  8 

116,955  14  4 

29,070  6  3 

66,757  8  II 

29,240  8  0 

31.D68  4  9 

5,773  19  9 


137,612  19  3 


«,37; 


I  15 


7,172  12  8 
20,927  17  11 

2,726  2  6 
10,1)43  16  10 
23.359  o    A 

9,382  13  8 
101,972  19  5 
19,410  12  11 
"i3.829  18  " 


I  10 


14,41 

1,501  16 

B2.181  fl 

20,156  3 

61,773  16 


40,664  17  10 

9.061  10  : 
20.672  10  3 

2.062  I  - 


13,791  0  1 
146.528  11  4 
34,532  13 
82,390  7 
33,836  1 
38,180  H  10 

6,605  2 
41,356  14 
20,286  3 

7.230  16 
53,275  7  0 


8.474  13  11 

25,6ai  13  6 

3.222  11  0 

21.382    4  3 

26.181  8  3 

10,748  5  9 

I.%,943  5  H 

25.419  7  7 

84,283  6  11 

10,990  12  8 

i.oai  3  6 

62,726  3  11 

22,978  19  ■' 
58,490  11 


i.i: 


0    5 


29,572  17 

5,462    «  II 
15,032  18    ' 

A.S95  13 

«,2I2    4 
831     2    9 

8,669    7  10 


427  4    2 

900  6    6 

29,244  10 

1,243  14 

1.842  10  10 

l,:f02  13 

4.677  15 

396  8    7 

2.199  7    5 

2,812  2  II 

1.365  12     1 

28,974  « 

6,002  14 

20,453  8 

2,563  0  10 


We  do  not  wonder  that  Mr,  Walter  Iiong  declined  to  grant  this 
return — it  is  indeed  too  damaging.  We  find  that  the  total  amount 
};iven  to  the  titheowners,  over  and  above  what  they  got  in  tithes, 
i-omes  to  £244,569  17s.  lOd. —nearly  a  quarter  of  a  million— and  that 
only  in  parishes  where  the  landholder  paid  rates  on  the  tithe  prior  to 
1336.     This  quarter  of  a  miUion,  explicitly  set  down  in  the  returns  as 
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a  faii<l  out  of  which  titfaeowners  woald  be  enabled  to  meet  any  denwiid 
for  rates,  has  not  only  covered  rat«s,  but,  by  the  decretwe  in  local  rates 
since  1836,  has  been  turned  into  a  vant  new  endowment,  and  added  in 
a  large  measure  to  the  titbeowner's  personal  income,  instead  of  being 
absorbed  by  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  earmarked.  The  tithepayer 
has  apparently  had  no  suspicion  of  the  excess  which  be  has  been 
paying  annually ;  the  process  of  extracting  it  from  him  has  depended 
upon  the  fact  of  diminished  rates,  and  no  hoe  passed  unnoticed.  The 
titheowoer  has  been  in  the  position  of  receiving  a  fixed  sum  with 
which  to  pay  a  certain  speci^ed  debt,  and,  while  the  debt  hae  decreased, 
the  allowance  for  it,  incorporated  in  the  tithe  rent^tharge,  has  remained 
apoa  the  some  basis  of  proportion  to  the  tithe.  Where  the  tithepayer, 
as  in  Sussex,  is  paying  annually,  in  addition  to  tithe,  relief  to  the 
titbeowner  at  the  exorbitant  rate  of  6s.  4Jd.  in  the  £,  it  means  that 
he  is  fttill  suflering  from  the  old  poor-law  abuses,  and  paying  this 
quota  of  rates  upon  the  old  unrcformed  Bcale.  That  the  money  goes 
to  the  titheowner  instead  of  being  wasted  in  the  old  corrupt  way  by 
local  officials  may  be  a  gain  from  the  point  of  view  of  pure  local 
administration  ;  but  it  makes  no  difference  to  the  fact  that  he  has  to 
pay  it  all  the  same. 

(c)  Tht  Bill  giveg  mo»t  relvff  where  halt  U  n««(W.— It  u  said  that 
the  Bill  ought  not  to  be  opposed  out  of  consideration  for  the  sufferings 
of  the  distressed  clergy.  But  under  this  Bill  the  "  fat "  livings  get  the 
most.  The  Bill  gives  £87,000  a  year  to  1 1,000  clergymen— an  average 
of  £B  a  head.  It  is  safe  to  assume  that  the  i-eolly  poor  clergyman  will 
not  get  more  than  £3  or  £i  I  It  was  just  the  same  in  the  case  of  the 
Rating  Act — there  the  poorest  land  got  the  least  relief,  and  the  richest 
land  moat.     It  is  a  defect  inseparable  from  legislation  of  this  kind. 

(d)  7'Ae  Bill  is  defen»ible  only  on  the  (kf-ory  that  Ute  cWgy  are  and 
ought  to  bi  State  paid. — The  argument  from  rating  breaks  down  inas- 
much  as  it  is  not  all  tithe  rent-charge  that  is  to  be  relieved,  but  only 
tithe  rent-charge  paid  to  tiie  clergy.  It  ia  ihen  said  tliat  the  clergy 
ought  n-<t  to  be  rated  on  their  professional  income — an  argument 
admirably  answered  by  the  Guardian  (see  page  323).  And  it  is  the 
Gttardian  which  openly  avows  the  only  intelligible  defence  of  the 
Bill  :— 

"The  clerical  titheown or  is  the  possessor  of  an  endowment,  and  so  fitrhe 
is  liable  to  be  rated ;  but  in  return  for  his  endowment  he  is  bound  to 
discharge  ceitain  duties  to  his  parishioners.  So  much  of  his  tithe  as  may 
fairly  he  set  sguinst  these  duties  hits  an  analogy,  to  say  the  least,  to 
professional  incimie,  snd  may  justly  sud  reasonably  claim  the  same  eiemp- 
tions.  The  Liberscionist  msy  deny  that  the  duties  of  .-kn  incumbent  to  his 
parishioners  are  Eerrices  rendered  to  the  community.  But  so  lon^as  the 
Church  is  established  the  State  must  be  taken  to  regard  them  in  that  light. 
When  it  cesses  to  do  so  the  claim  to  exemption  on  that  ground  will  be  no 
tunger  valid,  but  until  that  day  comes  the  prayer  of  the  clerical  titheowner 
to  nave  so  much  of  his  endowment  as  is  paid  in  return  for  professional 
services  exempted  from  is  only  a  prayer  for  what  is  his  due." 
But  thb  defence,  though  intelligible,  is  also  moat  damaging.  It 
makes  the  Church  dependent  upon  the  State,  and  it  aasumes  that  the 


)  by  Google 


314  TSB  tlUEBAL  HAGAZIKB.  [July,  UBS. 

people  of  this  country  by  tolerating  the  Establishment  are  willing  to 
make  themselves  responsible  as  a  Slate  for  clerical  incoiues.  They  are 
no  more  willing  to  do  fo  than  they  would  bo  if  the  clergy  were 
We^leynn  ministers  or  Salvation  Army  captains. 

II. — Mr.  Asquith's  Indictment. 

We  give  in  full  thp  speech  of  Mr.  Asquitb  in  which,  on  June  27th, 
lie  moved  the  rejection  of  the  Bill  on  second  reading ; — 

■'I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  moving  the  rejection  of  this  Bill,  which  is 
)ireeented  this  sftemoon  for  the  consideration  of  the  House  of  Cooimona 
under  conditions  which  I  believe  to  be  without  a  psrallel  in  the  longest 
Parliamentary  memory. 

A    HIOKLY   CONTENTIOUS   MEABURK. 

"ft  is  a  measure  as  to  which  I  am  sanguine  enuugh  to  hope  that  before  I 
sit  down  I  shall  satisfy  hon.  meuibers  on  both  sides  that  it  is  of  a  highly 
contentious  character.  It  was  introduced  last  week,  very  near  the  end  of 
June,  under  the  shelter  of  a  standinK  order  which  curtails  our  accustomed 
liberty  of  discussion  upon  the  implied  understanding,  hitherto  scrupulously 
observed  by  both  parties  in  the  State,  that  it  will  not  be  taken  advantage  <» 
to  smUEgle  into  Parliamentary  existence  projects  of  controversial  legislation. 
Four  ^ys,  and  only  four  days,  elapsed,  and,  before  the  country  has  had 
time  or  opportunity  to  study  or  appreciate  the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  we  are 
hurried  into  a  srcond  reading  discussion  of  what  everybody  who  is  familiar 
even  with  the  alphabet  of  the  matter  knows  is  a  most  iutricate  and  com- 
plicated subject.  What  is  the  measure  in  the  interests  of  which  her  Majesty's 
Governntent  have  felt  themselves  entitled  to  resort  to  this  startling  reversal 
of  the  established  conventions  aud  traditions  of  the  House  of  Commons] 
Some  of  us  have  felt  it  to  be  our  duty  of  late  to  invite  the  attention  of  the 
House  and  the  country  to  a  certain  tardiness  on  the  part  of  members  nf  the 
Oovemment  in  redeeming  the  legislative  pledges  on  the  strength  of  which 
they  appealed  to  the  electorate  in  1896.  That  I  aro  bound  to  say  is  not  a 
reproach  which  can  be  fairly  levelled  against  them  in  respect  of  this  BiU. 

NO   MANDATE   FOK   THE    BILL. 

"  So  far  as  T  am  aware  neither  by  the  machinery  of  election  cards  nor  by 
proposals  on  public  platforms  in  the  year  IS95  was  it  brought  honie  to  the 
minds  of  the  electorate  of  Manchester  and  Birmingham  and  other  great 
urban  communities  that  they  were  to  give  a  mandate  to  the  Unionist  majority 
to  appropriate  a  portion  of  the  general  tax  revenue  of  the  country  to 
abolishing  or  reducing  the  rates  paid  by  the  clergy  of  the  Established 
Church.  But  since  then  (that  was  in  1896)  we  have  had  no  less  than  Sre 
Queen's  Speeches,  copious  catalogues  of  pious  intentions  or  pious 
expectations  ;  but  I  cannot  recall  that  in  any  one  of  them  this  measure,  or 
any  measure  of  the  kind,  found  a  place.  In  1896,  when  the  Agricuttnial 
Rating  Bill  was  under  discussion,  the  clergy  were  deliberately  and  of  set 
purpose,  in  so  far  as  their  incomes  were  derived  from  tithe  rent-charge, 
excluded  from  the  operation  of  that  measure.  I  ask,  and  I  think  I  am 
entitled  to  ask,  why  at  a  time  when  a  prudeut  Minister  is  considering  the 
winding-up  of  the  businese  of  the  Session,  in  the  very  last  week  of  June, 
this  BiU  has  been  suddenly  sprung  on  the  House  of  Commons! 

THE   niTEHIH   EKPOBT  OF  TME  COMMISSION. 

"  To  that  ve^  pertinent  inquiry  only  one  answer  has  been  or  can  be 
vouchsafed.  A  Ro^  Commission  has  made  an  interim  report.  There  is  a 
good  deal  of  obscurity  about  the  origin  of  that  refiort.  Its  birth  is  shrouded 
m  impenetrable,  or  at  anytatein  hitherto  unpenatrated,  mystery.     Who 
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WHS  ibt  true  begetter !  At  whose  suKgestJoo  and  At  whou  inspiration  wae  it 
produced  ?  These  are  pointa  on  which  I  hope  we  shall  have  a  little  light  in  the 
coarse  of  the  ^reaeut  debate.  That  CoraminaioD,  ax  we  all  remember, 
was  Appointed  in  deEurence  to  coniplainta  and  artjuments  used  upon  thie 
aide  of  the  House  at  the  time  of  the  Agricultural  Bating  Bill  of 
1896,  with  a  mandate  '  to  report  whether  all  kinds  nf  real  and 
persoiuU  property  uuutribute  equitably  to  taxation  raised  for  local 
ptirposea.'  It  is  rather  a  startling  paradox  that  the  first  fruits  of  a  Com- 
nuasion  appointed  for  that  purpuse,  before  it  could  have  erer  heard  or 
considered  the  grievancea  put  forward  by  the  Tnrioui  classeH  <>f  ratepayers, 
should  have  been  to  bring  in  an  interim  report  which  selects  another  apeoial 
cU«s  of  ratepayers  fur  privileged  and  preferential  treatment.  I  have  read 
with  care  and  attention  thia  iuceriiD  report.  I  must  say  in  ptuwing  that  it  is 
a  report  which  gives  no  countenance  whatever  to  the  present  proposala  of  the 
Govenuuent.  The  majority  of  the  Commissioners  declare  that  the  case  of  the 
^i^  ^*^  0"°  that  required  sjiecinl  treatment,  but  only  three  have 
ventured  to  propose  a  specific  remedy —namely,  that  the  clergy  should 
tie  allowed  a  larger  measure  of  deduction  from  rateable  value  than  the 
pnseat  law  permitted,  and  that  ia  a  suggestion  which  the  Government, 
I  do  not  duubc  for  eicellent  reaaons,  have  completely  set  aside.  But  what 
ia  thia  report?  I  must  SHy,  speaking  with  all  possible  deference  to  the 
owners  of  the  very  eminent  niuies  appended  to  it,  some  of  whom  I 
shrewdly  suspect  can  have  had  very  little  to  do  with  the  composition  of  the 
text  and  still  less  with  the  verification  of  the  referoncea,  that  it  is  one  of  the 
most  superficial  and,  in  important  respects,  one  of  the  moat  misleading 
eicursiona  into  the  domain  of  legal  history  which  t  have  ever  come  across. 
Something  like  thirty-seven  paragraphs  out  of  a  little  more  than  100,  or 
more  than  a  third  of  thie  report,  are  taken  up  with  an  attempt,  I  will  not  aay 
U>  prove,  but  to  give  probability  to  a  thesis  which,  as  all  lawyers  know,  is 
absolutely  apposed  to  tne  uniform  curreut  of  judicial  decision  inthiscountiy 
— namely,  that  until  very  recent  times  the  clergy,  as  recipienta  of  tithea, 
were  exempt  from  local  burdens.  I  have  rarely  neen  such  a  medley  of  crude 
and  niiaplaced  erudition.  You  have  mutilated  extracts  from  Magna  Charta, 
citatioOB  from  the  unsuccessful  arguments  of  counsel  in  cases  in  which  the 
decision  has  gone  a^inst  them,  a  long  string  of  juristic  fallacieaand  historical 
fancies,  lome  of  which  have  been  treiichantfy  exposed  in  the  memorandum  of 
the  hon.  member  fur  Durham.  And  alt  this  farrago  is  pressed  into  the  service 
as  an  authority  to  give  some  kind  of  archieological  basis  for  the  pro- 
posal to  relieve  the  clergy  at  the  expense  of  the  general  taxpayer.  I  am 
not  going  to  follow  the  Commisaioners  into  a  technical  discussion  of  the 
antiquities  of  tithe,  but  there  are  one  or  two  broad  historical  facta  which  have 
an  intimate  and  direct  bearing  upon  the  question  the  House  ia  invited  to  con- 
rider,  and  which  are  so  far  removed  from  the  domain  of  controversy  or  even 
of  suspicion  that  even  these  Commissionera  have  not  been  able  to  ignore 

THE  OBIOIN   OF  TIl'HU. 

"  Tithes  in  their  origin  were  a  voluntary  and  then  became  a  oompulsory 
oontiibutioD.  They  were  appropriated  in  part,  it  is  true,  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  fabric  of  the  Church  and  to  provide  the  stipends  of  the  clergy,  but  in 
part,  also,  to  the  relief  of  poverty  and  suffering.  That  is  the  initial  and 
fundamental  fact  with  which  we  start  in  the  history  of  tithe.  It  is  quite 
true  that,  as  time  went  on,  the  proportion  which  was  appropriated  by  the 
clergy  grew,  while  the  proportion  which  uras  devoted  to  the  relief  of  poverty 
and  sulfering  dwindled,  and  in  some  caaea  actually  disappeared.  But  at  the 
time  of  the  Reformation,  as  the  CouuniaBioners  themaelvea  say  ia  tbeii 
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report,  the  relief  of  the  poor  '  was  a  leg&l  charge,  undefined  in  amoimt, 
on  the  revenues  of  the  aeculftr  clers?,  aided  b]r  the  money  of  tha 
charitable  foundations  and  the  regular  ^ma  of  the  oionaster' 


e  regular  alma  of  the  oionasteriea  and  retigioc 
houBea.'  That  waa  the  atate  of  the  law  when  Henry  VIII.  auppreaaed  th« 
monasteries,  and  the  aupproaaiou  of  the  monaateries  diverted  from  the  reltof 
of  the  poor  that  large  aupplementary  fund.  Every  atadent  of  history  knows 
that  the  sudden  ceaaation  of  that  relief  pntduoed  such  a  strained  economic 
condition  that  for  aomething  like  half  n  century,  from  the  end  of  the  reifiu 
of  Henry  VIII.  i«  the  end  of  that  of  Elizabeth,  Parliameut  was  perpetuaUy 
trying  to  readjuat  the  new  state  of  thiugs  creat«d  by  the  aunprppainn  of  the 
monasteries  to  the  necessities  and  ne^  of  the  poorer  inbabitanta  of  th» 
country.  The  result  of  that  legislatiou  waa  the  two  Acts  of  1S97  and  1601 
which  form  the  basis  of  our  mt^em  Poor  Law  system,  under  which  every 
inhabitant  and  every  occupier  of  the  pariah  was  rendered  liable  to  be  rated 
to  the  relief  of  the  poor,  that  rate  being  made  a  compulsory  contribution, 
and  under  which  I  venture  to  say  that,  until  thia  report  was  produced,  no 
competent  student  of  history  or  of  law  entertained  a  moment's  doubt  that 
the  parochial  clergy,  in  respect  of  tithes  which  are  attached  to  a  benefice 
aa  well  aa  layowners  in  respect  of  tithes  appropriated  by  the  lay  impro- 
prietors,  were  liable  to  pay  rates  and  have  paid  rates  practically  without 
any  breach  of  continuity.  That  was  decided  by  a  unanimous  resolutioD  of 
all  the  judges  of  England  as  far  back  as  the  year  1598. 

THE  TTTHI  COHUUTATION    ACT  OF   1636. 

"  I  mention  these  facts  because  they  have  an  important  bearing  on  what 
waa  done  in  1836,  when  tha  uncertain  payment  vras  transformed  into  the 
commuted  rent-charf(e  which  we  know  at  the  present  day.  So  far  as  one  is 
able  to  ascertain,  although  there  waa  conHiaerabls  variation  in  practice 
between  different  portions  of  the  country,  yet  over  a  larae  part  of  the 
kingdom,  prior  to  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  183<i,  tiUiea  bad  been 
compounded  for  by  way  of  money  payments,  and  the  normal  practice  was 
that  the  tithepayore,  the  farmera  of  the  pariah,  themselves  paid  the  rates 
which  were  assessed  in  respect  of  the  tithes,  and  handed  ovur  the  balance 
of  the  agreed  composition  to  the  parson,  who  held  it  for  his  own  use. 
The  Act  of  1636,  the  legislation  which  had  to  deal  with  that  state  of  thinga, 
made  two  provisions.  In  the  firxt  place  it  provided  that  where  there  had  been 
a  composition  of  this  kind,  where,  in  other  wordi,  the  parson  had  received  the 
net  tithe,  free  from  rates,  for  the  purpose  of  the  commuted  tithe  rent-charge, 
the  rates  should  be  added  to  the  compoaition  and  the  aggregat«  sum  should 
represent  the  tithe  charge.  And  in  the  second  place  it  provided,  acting 
in  strict  conformity  with  the  unvarying  practice  and  traditions  of  English 
law  ever  since  we  know  of  it  in  relation  to  thia  matt«r,  that  tithe  rent- 
cha^e  created  by  that  Act  shall  be  subject  to  nil  rates  and  taiea  whatsoever, 
and  when  they  said  that  they  meant  not  merely  thn  rates  then  in  existence, 
but  those  rates  to  whatever  amount  they  might  thereaft«r  be  levied. 
The  result  is  that  in  the  vast  majority  uf  caaes  the  tithe  rent-charge 
represents  the  composition  plus  the  rates,  and  I  think  it  is  therefore 
obvious  that,  so  far  as  rating  is  concerned,  the  titheowner,  the  recipieut  of 
the  rent-cbai^e.  can  only  have  suffered  if  the  rates  now  payable  are  in 
excess  of  the  average  rates  of  the  seven  years  prior  to  the  date  of  the 
commutation.  Even  if  it  could  be  ahown  that  the  rates  now  imposed  exceed 
in  amount  the  rates  which  then  existed  no  substantial  injustice  could,  in  ray 
opinion,  have  been  done,  because  every  clergyman  in  this  country  who  now 
bolda  a  benefice  has  taken  that  benefice  with  a  knowledge  of  the  law,  with 
his  eyes  open  t«  the  facta,  and  with  a  perfect  understanding  that  the 
»  he  received  from  the  tithe  rent-charge,  from  the  day  of  his  in- 
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"  But  it  ia  not  necessary  to  dwell  upon  that ;  because  there  is  the  best 
reason  to  believe  that  the  rates  now  chained  on  the  tithe  rent-charge  are 
upon  the  average,  in  our  rural  districts,  cunsiderablj  less  than  thejr  were  at 
the  date  of  commutation.  If  ;ou  take  the  rural  rates  which  existed  in  183fj 
you  will  find  that  they  were  tho  poor-rate,  the  county-rate,  the  church  rate, 
and  the  highway  rate.  Those  rates,  as  we  know,  in  the  poorer  parishes  of 
the  country  often  ran  up  to  9s.  and  lOs.  in  the  pound  ;  but  if  you  take  the 
average  of  the  whole  country  for  the  nfttrest  year  of  which  we  have  accurate 
particulars— namely,  1827 — they  amounted  to  3a.  8d.  in  the  pound.  What 
are  the  rates  to-day  ?  You  have  the  old  rates,  except  the  Church  rate,  which 
haa  gone,  and  you  have  added  to  them  the  police  rate,  and  you  have  got,  of 
(>ounte,  in  many  coses  a  rural  sanitary  rat«  and  also  a  School  Board  rate. 
And  yet  the  total  of  these  old  and  new  rates  added  together  in  the  rural 
parishes  of  the  country  cannot  at  this  moment  be  said  to  exceed  2b.  4d.  in  the 
pound.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  said,  in  reply  to  a  question  t«-day, 
that  the  Government  had  placed  them  at  2s.  6d.  for  this  purpose,  but  I  do 
not  know  where  they  get  the  extra  twopence  from.  I  think  T  am  right  in 
saying  that  under  the  Agricultural  Rating  Act  the  contribution  of  the  State 
was  not,  in  fact,  put  at  a  higherrate  than2s.  or  2s.  Id.  in  the  pound.  I  think 
one  may  fairly  say  that,  taking  the  lowest  estimate  at  2a.,  and  the  highest  esti' 
niate  at  28.  6d.,  you  are  still  at  least  Is.  2d.  short  of  the  average  in  1636, 


"I  think  what  I  have  said  establishes  three  propositions,  /tt  the  /irit 
ptact  that  the  tithe,  both  before  and  since  it  was  commuted  into  the  rent- 
charge,  has  always  been  subject  to  local  rates  ;  in  the  tecond  place,  that  at  the 
tian^onuation  which  took  place  iu  1836  tho  liability  was  expressly  preserved 
and  provided  for ;  and  t)iirdly,  that  so  far  as  a  comparison  of  the  rates  is 
concerned,  the  position  is  substantially  better  to-day  than  it  was  at  tho 
date  of  commutation. 

CLBBICAL  IlISTBEaS. 
"I  am  the  lost  person  to  deny  the  existence  on  a  lamentable  scale  of 
what  is  called  clerical  distress.  It  is  impoiitible  to  read  the  evidence  given 
both  before  the  Royal  Commission  on  Agriculture  and  before  this  Comniis- 
aiun  on  Local  Taxation,  even  if  we  could  ignore  our  own  observation  and 
experience,  without  being  satisfied  that  there  is  among  the  rural  cleray  of 
the  Church  of  England  at  the  present  day  an  enormous  amount  of  what  I 
would  describe  not  only  as  deplorable  but  scandalous  poverty.  It  is  a 
reproach  to  the  Church  of  England.  It  is  a  serious  prejudice,  I  will  odd, 
to  the  best  moral  and  spiritual  intereats  of  the  communities  among  which 
these  clergymen  work.  To  men  who  ought  to  be,  in  view  of  the  nature  of 
their  office  and  calling,  not  only  men  of  education  and  rednement,  but  men 
set  free  from  the  sordid  and  distracting  anxieties  of  making  material  provi- 
sion for  their  families,  it  cannot  but  be  prejudicial  that  the  present  state  of 
things  should  so  long  continue.  But  relief  of  rating  will  do  little  or  nothing 
as  a  remedy.  What  will  this  Bill  do  1  You  distribute  £87,000  among  11,000 
clergy— an  averse  of  something  like  £8  a  bead.  But  that  average  is 
extremely  hypothetical,  for  who  will  get  the  bulk  of  the  money  I  The 
cle^y  who  pay  the  highest  rates  ;  in  other  words,  the  clergymen  whose  rent 
charges  stand  bigneet.    Therefore  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  as  regards 
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I.  Is  it  not  idle,  then,  to  tallc  of  this  rb  it  subBtantial  contribution  to 
relief  1  Tlie  explniiation  is  very  simple.  The  distress  of  the  clei>^, 
,  deep,  and  real  as  it  is,  is  due  not  Co  excessive  rating;  it  is  due  in  the 
first  pUce  »nd  mainly  to  tho  fall  in  value  of  agricultural  produce.  The 
clei^y,  as  owners  of  the  tithe  rent-charge,  did  very  well  in  the  good  times  of 
(^ricuiture,  but  now  that  agriculture  has  been  unproaperous  for  some  years 
they  have  done  badly.  But  what  is  the  nioral  1  To  my  mind  the  moral  ia 
that  it  is  extremely  undesirable  that  the  income  of  the  parish  clergyman 
should  depend  upon  such  a  speculative  and  fluctuating' security.  Although 
at  one  time  the  Stnte  and  Church  thought  that  they  were  making  an 
excellent  bargain— (Viscount  Ckanbornb  ;  A  KCirt  bargain).  A  secure 
bargain  I  you  could  not  in  point  of  fact  have  a  security  less  well  adapted  for 
the  steady,  annua),  permanent  remuneration  of  the  rural  clergyman  than 
the  fluctuating  values  of  agricultural  produce.  But  this  Bill  does  not 
attempt  to  touch  that  difficulty. 

THE   QUESTION    OF   ASBBRSMBNT. 

"There  is  another  cause  for  the  existing  condition  of  things  which  I 
freely  admit,  and  that  is,  not  the  over-sssesBment  of  the  tithe  rent-charge, 
but  the  under-assessment  of  other  forms  of  agricultural  property.  As  hfu 
been  stated  from  the  beginning,  the  parson  is  at  a  disadvantage  in  this  way, 
for  tithe  rent-charge  is  a  visible  and  tangible  thing,  whereas  the  annual 
value  of  a  farm  ia  a  thing  on  which  it  is  possible  to  have  a  hundred  opinions. 
The  assessment  committees,  as  a  rule,  have  consisted  of  farmers,  and  while 
they  have  assessed  the  parson  at  the  full  visible  value  of  his  tithe  rent- 
chai^,  they  have  under -assessed  other  forms  of  agricultural  property.  But 
this  Bill  has  no  remedy  fur  that.  I  should  be  entirely  disposed  to  support  & 
Bill,  such  as  I  hope  will  soon  be  introduced,  to  render  our  system  of 
.assessment  throughout  the  country  uniform,  and  to  base  it  on  fixed 
principles  which  will  do  complete  justice  to  all  the  ditferent  forme  of 
property.  1  need  not  say  that  every  great  authority  on  this  subject,  and 
Sir  Oeoi^  Coruewall  Lewis  in  particular,  pointed  to  this  as  the  only  real 
and  solid  grievance  of  the  clerical  titheowners. 

TUB    BUOOBSTBD    BBUEDV    or  THE    BILL. 

"  These  being  the  real  facts  of  the  case,  let  me  discuss  the  remedy,  or 
the  suggested  remedy,  of  this  Bill.  Among  the  recipients  of  this  sum  of 
£87,000  will  be  many  persons  who  have  no  real  claim  to  relief,  and  to  many 
of  those  who  have  a  claim  the  relief  will  not  be  in  proportion  to  the  necessity. 
But  there  is  a  much  more  serious  matter.  Whence  is  to  come  this  £87,000) 
The  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  said  that  it  was  a  most  interesting 
question  ;  and  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  treatment  of  the  subject  was 
certainly  not  less  interesting  than  the  question  itself.  He  told  us  that  in 
1896,  when  the  Government  brought  in  the  Agricultural  Rating  Bill,  they 
found  themselves  compelled  to  have  recourse  to  the  Imperial  Exche(}uer. 
'  But,'  says  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  '  we  are  in  a  more  fortunate  position 
now.  Wo  need  not  go  tothe  Eichequerat  all.  We  have  lying  ready  a  eum  of 
money  unused — almost,  as  it  were,  inviting  its  own  appropriation.'  Where 
is  it!  It  is  the  balance,  the  surplus  unforeseeable,  or  at  least  uncalculated,  of 
the  contribution  from  the  Exchequer  to  the  local  taxation  account.  When 
that  contribution  increases  one  year  as  compared  with  another  there  is  a 
surplus,  and,  as  the  right  hon.  gentleman  almost  pathetically  said,  if  we  do 
not  seize  it  and  snatch  it  for  ourselves  it  will  go  in  wasteful  expenditure  by 
the  local  authorities.  So,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  says,  we  can  kill  two 
birds  with  one  atone.  On  the  one  hand,  we  can  protect  the  precarious  virtue 
of   the   local   authorities   from  the  dangerous   temptation  to   extrava);ance 
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E resented  by  the  existence  of  this  unexpected  balance  ;  and,  on  the  other 
and,  we  can  relieve  the  [joor  clerjiy  of  half  their  rates  without  any  expense 
to  the  Imperial  Exchequer.  I  really  do  not  know  tor  what  class  ot  hearers 
or  readers  these  ingenuous  sophiatries  were  intended. 


THE  LOCAL  1 

"  WliBt  is  the  local  taxation  account?  It  is  a  device,  a  creation— some 
of  UB  think  the  ill>starred  creation— of  the  mispkced  ingenuity  of  Conserva- 
tive bnanciers.  But  there  it  is  ;  and  it  may  be  regarded  us  a  Bort  of 
intercepting  reservoir  which  collects  and  retains  certain  strcama  of  taxation 
which  otherwise  would  full  into  the  common  basin  of  the  general  exchequer. 
It  is  supplied  from  the  same  sources,  it  is  contributed  to  by  the  same 
persons,  as  the  Exchequer  at  large.  Nothing  gets  into  the  local  taxation 
account  by  accident ;  and  nothing  remains  there  unappropriated  or  at  large. 
It  is  the  creature  of  statute  both  as  to  the  funds  which  get  there  and  as  to 
the  manner  of  their  application.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  speaks  of  it  as 
if  it  were  some  happy-go-lucky  godsend,  which,  by  a  strange  caprice  of 
Providence,  had  fallen  there  for  the  first  grabber  to  seize.  The  local 
authorities  have  a  statutory  title  to  every  penny  that  conies  into  this 
account.  It  is  a  title  given  by  Act  of  Parliament.  They  watch  the 
grouth  of  that  part  of  the  revenue  which  is  assigned  to  their  purposes 
week  by  week  and  month  by  month  with  the  same  vigilance  as  the 
Chnncellor  of  the  Exchequer  himself,  and  when  they  are  fmrning  their 
Budgets  and  making  their  financial  arrangements  for  the  coming  year, 
they  uppropriate — most  legitimately  us  long  as  this  vicious  system  of  finance 
continues- the  growing  inurement  of  one  year  as  compared  with  the  year 
befi>re  for  theirown  local  purposes,  and  estimate  the  rate  to  be  struck  in  refer- 
ence to  the  amount  which  they  expect  to  receive  from  the  Exchequer.  What 
the  ri-;ht  hon.  gentlemen  is  really  doing  is  to  take  away  a  vested  and  statu- 
tory interest  which  these  local  uuthoritics  have  in  the  local  taxation  account 
and  apply  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  clei^y.  Every  penny  of  this  £87,000  is 
drawn  from  the  pockets  of  the  taxpapers  ;  and  every  penny  is  withdrawn 
from  a  fund  which  would  otherwise  have  gone  in  relief  of  local  taxation.  In 
other  words,  the  taxpayer  pays  the  dole  and  the  ratepayer  loses  it. 
A  NEW  OBUKCH  ENDOWMENT. 

"  I  think  I  have  shown  to  the  House,  first  that  the  clergy  have,  from  time 
immemorial,  been  subject  to  the  burden  of  the  local  rates  ;  next,  that  the 
present  niost  deplorable  condition  of  clerical  distress  cannot  be  really  said 
to  be  due  to  excessive  rating  ;  and  thirdly,  that  tlie  money  proposed  to  be 
given  is  money  which  the  taxpayer  will  pay  and  of  which  the  ratepayer  will 
be  deprived.  In  fact,  this  Bill,  stripp^  of  its  masks  and  di!,guiaes,  is  in 
reality  a  proposal  to  relieve  the  pockets  uf  u  section  of  the  clergy  of  the 
national  Church  at  the  expense  of  the  general  body  of  the  rutepaying  and 
taxpaying  community.  It  would  be  precisely  the  same  thing  in  substance, 
and  much  more  logical  and  defensible  in  form,  if,  instead  of  calling  this  a 
contribution  in  aid  of  rates,  it  were  called  a  contribution  to  make  up  for  the 
falling-off  in  recent  years  of  the  annual  value  uf  the  tithe  rent-charge. 
There  is  no  substantial  distinction  between  the  two  things.  It  is,  therefore, 
in  fact,  as  it  was  described  by  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  a  proposal  pro 
lantu  to  re-endow  the  Church  of  England  out  of  the  taxpayers'  pockets. 


1    AT  THE   COST  0¥   JDSTICE. 

"  Those  who  are  concerned  to  defend  the  principle  and  policy  of 
Establishment — and  I  am  not  one  of  them — may  and  should  consider  with 
themselves  how  far  such  a  scheme,  when  its  true  meaning  is  grasped  and 
realised  by  the  nation  at  hu:ge,  is  likely  to  promote  the  cause  which  they 
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hare  at  heart.  To  all,  whether  believers  in  the  principle  ot  EstobliBh- 
ment  or  not,  who  are  interested  in  the  fortunes  of  the  Church  of  England, 
clericfil  poverty  must  appear  to  be  ono  of  the  Church's  most  formidable 
hindrances  as  a  spiritual  orKiuiiHiition  ;  and  the  removal  and  mitigation  of 
that  poverty  mast  appear  one  of  the  most  sacred  and  urgent  of  it«  duties. 
But  the  more  deeply  they  ponder  the  matter,  the  more  will  they  shrink 
from  such  expedients  as  are  contained  in  this  Bill.  It  is  a  Bill  which  seeks 
to  remedy  suffering  at  the  cost  of  justice.  It  gives  st  once  inadequately  and 
without  discrimination-  to  one  msn  more  than  he  wants,  toi-nothermaii  less 
than  he  needs.  It  provides  relief  for  the  suffering  cle:gy  of  tbe  richeat 
religious  community  in  the  civilised  wortd,  not  at  the  expense  of  the 
niemhera  of  that  Church,  not  even  at  the  expense  of  those,  whether 
members  of  the  Church  or  not,  who  have  resources  available  to  respond  to 
the  afipeals  of  compassion  and  of  charity.  It  provides  for  them  by  a  draft  to 
be  levied  without  regard  either  to  creed  or  to  m^ans  on  the  whole  body  of  tbe 
taxpayers  of  the  nation.  It  is  not  by  such  means  in  the  long  run  that  either 
the  clergy  or  the  Church  will  gain  ;  and  it  is,  I  fully  believe,  »s  much  in 
their  interest  as  it  is  in  the  name  of  justice  and  sound  policy  that  I  atk  the 
House  to  reject  this  Bill." 

III.— Mr.  George  Whiteley's  Protest 
Mr.  George  Whiteley,  formerly  the  Tory  M.P.  for  Stockport,  made 
the  following  emphatic  protest  in  the  House  o£  Commons  on  June 
27th,  on  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill : — 

"  He  had  occupied  many  years  of  his  life  in  endeavouring  to  combat  the 
assertion  frequently  made  on  Liberal  platforms  that  the  Conservative  party 
never  had  been,  and  never  could  be,  the  party  of  the  working  classes  of  this 
country,  but  that  they  were  essantially  and  entirely  the  party  of  the  land- 
lord, the  squire,  and  the  parson.  At  the  lost  election  the  party  was  returned 
to  power  upon  a  platform  of  social,  democratic,  working  class  measures  of 
reform  for  the  amelioration  of  the  lot  of  tbose  who  toiled  in  our  busy  centres 
of  population, 

A  KEcOKD  or  "  DOLsa." 
"But  what  happened?  In  the  very  first  Session,  in  ].696,  two  Bills  were 
passed — the  Cattle  Diseases  Bill,  which  was  nothing  else  but  a  protective 
measure  for  the  meat  producers  of  this  countir,  prohibiting,  as  it  did,  the 
importation  of  live  cattle,  and  the  Agricultural  Rating  Bill,  which  gave  two 
millions  a  year  to  the  landed  interest  of  the  country.  That,  thereFore,  was 
a  landlord  or  a  squire  Session.  In  the  next  Session  the  Government  voted 
£600,000  a  year  to  the  voluntary  schools.  That  smacked  of  a  parsons' 
Session.  One  Bill  was  passed  for  the  working  classes  in  that  Session — the 
Compensation  for  Injuries  Bill;  but  even  that  measure  showed  the  incapacity 
of  the  Government  to  deal  equitably  between  town  and  country,  because 
while  compensation  for  injuries  was  thought  good  enough  in  towns,  where 
it  would  fall  upon  manufacturers,  the  landlords  in  the  country  would  not 
touch  it  at  the  end  of  a  40  ft.  pole.  In  the  third  Seasion  was  passed  a  Local 
Government  Bill  for  Ireland,  and  under  that  Bill  the  Government  gave  the 
Irish  landlords  a  large  sum.  .  .  .  His  object  in  referring  to  the  past 
legislation  was  to  show  that  the  Government  had  consistently  pursued  a  cer- 
tain policy,  and  that  the  money  given  under  this  Bill  and  under  past 
measures  would  have  been  much  better  employed  in  redeeming  their  pledges 
to  the  electors  by  forming  the  nucleus  of  an  old-age  pension  fund.  But  he 
would  come  tu  the  present  Bill, 
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THE  "bkiils  foe  the  victors." 
"  The  funds  that  woutd  be  given  under  the  Cleray  Rating  Bill  nnd  that 
had  been  given  during  preceding  sesBions  might  have  been  much  better 
employed  in  makine  gijod  some  other  pledges  to  the  electorH,  and  in  institut' 
ing  a  nucleus  or  beginning  uf  an  Old- Age  Pension  scheme.  The  Bill  seemed 
to  him  to  possess  all  the  worst  features  nf  the  Agricultural  Rating  Bill.  In 
addition  to  giving  a  dole,  or  subvention,  or  subsidy,  to  a  special  class,  it 
raised  religious  animosities  and  inftsnied  and  excited  sectHriun  differences 
and  jealousies  in  a  nianner  unknown  for  generations  past.  Were  this  and 
the  other  measures  he  had  mentioned  sound  English  politics  ?  Were  they 
not  rather  an  importation  of  the  very  wont  form  of  American  politics  ?^a 
system  that  he  could  only  describe  as  'the  sjioils  for  the  victors,' and  a 
system  upon  which  a  party  gained  office  by  distinct  and  specific  pledges 
tu  spend  all  the  money  which  they  could  lay  their  hands  on  in  sub- 
sidising certain  classes  of  their  own  particular  friends.  Where,  he  asked, 
in  all  these  measures,  did  the  working  man  eome  in  1  Where  did  the  borough 
elector  come  in)  Where  did  the  ratepayer  and  taxpayer  come  in?  He 
remainetl  outside.  (A  Voice:  He  finds  tht  mimei/.)  He  fulHlIed,  as  was 
su^Bsted,  the  very  important  function  of  practically  finding  the  whole  of 
the  money.  In  passing  those  measures  the  Government  were  not  dealing 
fairly  with  the  uurough  representatives  who  supportrd  then).  H  the 
members  of  the  House  were  divided  into  county  representatives  and 
borough  representatives  it  would  be  found  that  while  county  representatives 
were  evenly  balanced  as  supporters  and  opponents  of  the  Government,  the 
whole  of  the  big  majority  of  the  Government  came  from  the  boroughs.  And 
yet  the  Government  in  all  their  measures,  as  in  this  Bill,  nurrendered  and 
betrayed  the  interests  of  the  towns  to  the  interests  of  the  country.  In 
these  circumstances  how  could  borough  representatives  who  supported  the 
Government  face  their  constituencies  at  the  next  general  election !  The 
Government  in  this  Bill  wan  imposing  an  intolerable  grievance  upon  the 
Nonconformists.  When  the  Liberal  party  came  into  office — an  event  which 
was  being  hastened  by  this  class  of  legislation— composed  as  that  party  was 
of  75  per  cent,  of  Nonconformists,  was  it  not  certain  they  would  take 
imuiediate  steps  to  redress  the  colossal  injustice  perpetrated  by  this  Bill ! 

OIVBN    AWAY    WITH    A    POOSD   OP   TEA. 

"They  were  doing  more  by  this  measure.  They  were  in  a  sense  pauper- 
ising the  Church  of  England.  How  many  times  had  he  and  other  hnn. 
members  on  that  side  stood  upon  platforms  in  support  of  the  Church,  and  at 
meetings  for  Church  defence,  and  claimed  that  never  in  the  history  of  the 
Church,  as  a  Church,  had  it  received  one  i>enny  from  thii  State,  that  the 
Church  was  antecedent  to  the  State,  and  that  it  was  even  m'ire  true  to  say 
that  the  Church  had  established  the  State  than  that  the  StJite  hud  established 
the  Church  ?  They  would  never  make  that  boast  again  after  this  Bill,  They 
were  dragging  their  Church  through  the  mire.  The  indiscreet  and  too 
zealous  supporters  of  that  Church  were  whipping  their  Church  at  the  cart 
tail,  and  all  for  a  paltry,  petty,  pitiable  sum  of  £87,000  a  year  for  three 
years.  They  might  be  sure  that  no  other  Parliament,  unless  it  possessed  as 
large  a  majority  as  the  present,  would  ever  re-enact  or  continue  such  an 
injustice.  Were  ever  such  fatuous  tactics  pursued  by  any  political  party  1 
They  were  giving  their  Church  away  with  a  pound  of  tea  I 

THE    REAL   KBMEDY. 

"  He  was  sorry  as  much  as  anybody  that  the  clergy  were  suffering.  The 
remedy  was  that  laid  down  by  the  leader  of  the  Upposition.     It  was  the 
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business  of  the  richest  Church  in  the  world,  a  Church  that  ought  to  be  able 
to  Bubacribe  millions  and  tens  of  millions— when  they  saw  the  Nonconformist 
bodies  recently  subscribing  millions  on  behalf  of  their  members.— it  kbs  the 
business  of  tlie  Church  to  psy  for  its  own  religion  and  for  its  own  cler^. 
The  Rating  Bill  was  a  bad  Bill,  and  this  measure  c>irrie<l  on  the  principle  of 
the  Rating  Bill.  They  could  have  made  soma  fight  in  the  boroughs  on  the 
Hating  Bill  it  they  had  only  let  the  matter  remain  quiet,  for  people  had  such 
short  memories.  But  they  were  raking  up  the  whole  thing  again  in  an 
aggravated  fortn,  making  it  iufiiiitely  worse  by  taking  those  Huinn  from  the 
rsteiMtyers  and  not  from  the  taxpayers,  thus  levying  it  on  a  smaller  body. 
If  the  Government  had  left  the  matter  alone  the  borough  membere  might 
have  had  a  chance.  They  might  havo  been  able  to  gloss  it  over  and  to  talk 
about  the  foreign  policy  of  the  Government.  But  the  whole  nakedness  of 
this  proceeding  had  been  again  described  and  aliown  to  the  world,  and  all  for 
the  sum  of  £87.000  a  year  for  three  years,  a  sum  of  money  which  he  would 
be  bound  to  say  that  the  Leader  of  the  House,  if  he  had  appealed  to  his  owd 
party,  would  have  found  ten  men  who  would  have  put  the  money  down  for 
him  rather  than  have  a  Bill  of  this  kind  brought  before  the  House.  His 
ideal  of  the  Conservative  and  Unionist  party  had  been  that  it  should 
maintain  and  preserve  all  the  great  institutions  of  th<>  country,  that  it  should 
be  Imperiatist  in  foreign  politics  and  that  it  should  defend  the  rights  of 
private  pro^iarty  by  a  wise  and  judicious  alliance  with  the  democracy — an 
alliance  that  should  be  maintained  by  the  Unionist  party  showing  that  they 
were  aa  ready  to  give  great  social  reforms  as  their  opponents.  That  ideal 
bad  been  shattered. 


WRONO,       "  Dia ASTRO rS,       AN 

"  I  will  not  pretend  before  this  House  and  before  the  country  that  all  is 
for  the  best  in  the  best  of  worlds  when  I  see  the  party  and  the  Government 
that  I  have  supported  the  whole  of  my  life,  but  from  which  I  find  myself 
■epamted  on  this  question,  introducing  measures  similar  Go  this,  which,  to 
my  mind,  are  mischievous  and  wrong  in  their  nature  and  character,  and 
which  must  inevitably  prove  disastrous  and  ruinous  in  their  consequences. 
This  is  a  bad  Bill — bad  because  it  is  unfair  and  unjust,  because  it  takes 
money  owned  by  the  community  and  applies  it  to  paying  the  debts  of 
particular  classes.  It  is  wrong  and  unjust  from  beginning  to  end.  So  sick 
and  so  sore  do  I  feel  at  this  continued  long  series  of  the  surrender  and 
l>etrayal  of  town  interests,  mtepayers'  interests,  taxpayers'  interests — the 
interests  of  the  whole  eoinraunity— to  two  particularly  selected  special 
classes,  and  so  wearied  am  1  of  always  being  at  loggerheads  with  my  party 
on  this  annual,  this  perennial  question  of  doles,  that  there  is  no  course  left 
to  mo  in  the  House  but  to  resign  the  position  I  hold  here  and  to  appeal  to 
my  constituents,  pointing  out  the  great  demerits  of  the  legislation  of  the 
Government  in  these  respects  and  in  this  particular  case.  I  shall  never 
more  proudly  give  a  vote  in  this  House  than  that  which  I  shall  give  against 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill." 

But   the   Stockport   Tories  have  refused    to  allow  Mr.  Wbitele;  to 
resign  ;   he  has  a  fi'ee  hand  without  doing  so- 

IV.— The  "Guardian"  and  the  Bill. 

One  of  the  roost  sigDificant  features  of  tlie  situation  in  the  cool 
reception  accorded  to  the  Bill  by  the  Guardian,  the  leading  organ  of 
the  Church.     In  ao  article  of  June  2Slh  it  first  of  all  says  : — 

"  Hr.  Long  could  hardly  have  had  a  less  fortunate  moment  for  introducing 
his  Bill.  Churchmen  are  rightly  protestins:  against  State  interference.  They 
are  demanding  spiritual  instead  of  secular  courts  ;  they  are  denying  the 
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moml  right  of  Parliament  to  touch  the  Prayer  Book  ;  they  are  afilrmiog 
their  preference  fur  iliseBtnhliBhment  over  nny  pretension  on  tho  part  of  the 
State  tji  set  up  new  dofiuiticms  of  doctrine  or  rituol—aud  now,  while  the 
relations  between  Church  ami  State  are  thus  uneoBy,  the  Government  come 
forward  with  a  proposal  which  has  at  once  bemi  repreauntail  as  an  additional 
endowment.  We  know,  indeed,  that  this  is  a  misdescription  ;  tli»t  what  is 
propotied  is  not  an  endowment,  but  simply  relief  from  an  inequitable  burden. 
But  the  Opposition  do  not  take  this  view,  and  they  will  doubtless  do  their 
best  to  prevent  the  country  from  taking  it. " 

istake  made  in  introducing 

"  So  far  as  the  clergy  are  coucarned,  what  they  have  all  along  courted  is 
the  fullest  and  freest  discussion  of  what  they  believe  to  be  their  grievances. 
Riuhtly  or  wrongly,  they  think  that  they  have  an  excellent  case — a  case  which 
will  be  seen  to  be  stronger  the  more  it  is  looked  into.  Men  who  hold 
this  conviction  naturally  welcome  iiii|uiry  and  criticism,  and  iniiuiry  and 
criticism  are  processes  which  do  not  seem  to  fit  in  with  the  'Ten  Minutes 
Bute.'  We  say  'do  not  seem  to  fit  in'  with  it  because,  there  is  not  the 
alighteat  chance  that  the  Bill  will  escape  inquiry  and  criticism.  Probably  more 
than  all  the  time  saved  on  the  first  reading  will  be  lust  at  a  later  stage.  But 
this  only  makes  it  the  more  vexatious  that  the  Bill  should  have  been  brought 
forward  in  a  way  which  seems  to  burke  discussion  without  really  burking  it. 
The  Government  must  know  their  own  business  best,  and  we  are  quite  willing 
to  believe  that  they  had  good  reasons  for  the  course  they  have  taken.  But 
nil  the  same,  we  may  be  allowed  to  regret  that  they  should  have  found  it 
neceaiuiry  to  take  it." 

Mr.  Asquitb  complained  thftt  the  Bill  "  gives  tu  one  more  than  he 
wants  and  to  another  Jess  tha,n  he  needs  "  ;  the  Guardian  agrees  with 
him: — 

"  We  are  sorry  to  appear  captious,  and  we  shall  certainly  be  accused, 
with  some  reason,  of  looking  a  gift  horse  in  the  mouth.  But  we  must 
further  say  that  though  the  Bill  is  a  good  Bill  so  far  as  intentiim  goes,  it  is 
not  a  good  Bill  as  regards  the  manner  in  which  it  carries  out  that  intention. 

.  .  .  Mr.  Long's  proposal  has  the  further  demerit  of  helping  all  ownen 
■if  tithe  rent-charge  equally  instead  of  helping  the  ]>oorest  most.  Under  the 
Bill  a  living  of  £1,000  a  year  trill  only  pay  rates  on  £500,  but  a  living  of 
£100  a  year  will  still  pay  on  £50.  For  what  reason  the  Govemuient  have 
given  the  preference  to  this  plan  vre  do  not  know." 

The  Gvardian  ipalces  short  work  of  the  plea  that  tithe  rent-charge 
is  "  professional  income  "  : — 

"That  view  seems  to  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  tithe  is  a  form  of  endow- 
ment just  as  glebe  is  a  form  of  endowment,  and  that  ever  since  the  days  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  —that  is,  ever  since  tntes  in  the  modem  sense  of  the  term 
were  levied — both  have  been  held  to  be  liable  to  the  same  burdens  as  other 
property  in  land.     This  doctrine  has  never  been  disputed  as  regards  glebe, 

e-obiibly  because,  instead  of  havinjt  the  nature  of  land  it  was  actually  land. 
ut  it  has  been  hotly  disputed  as  regards  tithe  on  the  ground  that  tithe  is 
professional  income,  and,  as  such,  ought  tu  be  free  from  local  taxation.  A 
doctor  or  a  lawyer  pays  rates  on  his  house,  and  on  his  land  if  he  has  any. 
Why,  it  is  asked,  snould  a  clerical  tithe-owner,  who  equally  pays  rates  on 
both  these,  pay  on  his  tithe—  that  is,  on  his  professional  income— as  well  ? 
The  answer  is  that  if  a  di>ctor  or  a  lawyer's  professional  income  took  the 
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eatne  form  it  would  be  subject  to  the  same  burdens  as  the  clerif^  tithe- 
owner's  income.  IF  a  wealtny  patient  were  to  say  to  his  doctor,  or  a  weaUhy 
litiffant  to  hiB  solicitor.  I  hate  [lajinf;  bills,  so  I  will  give  you  land  which 
will  bring  jou  in  £600  a  year  in  discharge  of  your  account,  the  income 
derived  from  that  land  would  be  in  a  very  real  deniie  professional  income. 
But  the  rate  collector  would  simply  regard  it  as  land,  and  if  the  owner 
pleaded  that  it  was  given  in  payment  for  professional  services,  the  rate 
collector  would  certainly  reply  tliat  if  he  wanted  to  escape  local  taxation,  he 
ought  not  to  have  taken  his  [layments  in  the  form  of  an  endowment  in  land," 
Why,  it  may  well  be  asked,  does  the  Guardian  allege  that  there  ought 
to  be  any  dole  at  alii  Simply  this— that  the  clergyman  docs  work  for 
the  community  for  which  he  ought  to  be  paid.  In  othf  r  words  it 
claims  that  the  clergyman,  if  not  already  State  paid,  ought  to  be  I 

v.— Mr.  Courtney  on  the  Bill. 

Ml'.  Courtney  made  n  most  striking  attack  on  the  Bill  in  the  House 
on  June  29th  from  which  we  quote  the  following  : — 

"The  rout  error  of  my  hon.  and  learned  friend's  ar<;umont  is  a  confusion 
between  the  rating  of  property  and  the  levying  of  contributions  from  persons 
who  constitute  the  community,  and  who  are  called  upon  to  meet  the 
deraanda  involved  by  the  wants  of  that  community.  If  it  were  a  question, 
quite  cU  ftoiKi,  of  considering  how  the  wants  of  the  parish  should  be  met,  no 
one  would  dieam  of  setting  up  such  a  system  of  local  taxation  as  exists.  It 
cannot  be  defended  ;  no  one  would  suggest  that  it  should  be  initiated.  But 
we  are  concerned  with  a  system  the  foundations  of  whicii  were  laid  three 
centuries  ^o— a  system  which  brings  into  contributi<>n  towards  meeting  the 
wants  of  the  parochial  community  different  kinds  of  property,  and  provides 
the  machinery  by  which  assessments  are  levied  in  respect  of  property.  It 
is,  in  my  opinion,  not  only  for  the  purposes  of  this  Bill  but  for  larger 
purposes,  most  essential  that  that  distinction  should  be  always  kept  in 
mind.  It  is  obvious  that,  if  the  distinction  is  sound,  the  argument 
fur  justice  which  was  brought  forward  so  frequently  fails  to  apply.  Justice 
lies  between  individuals,  and  the  organisation  of  the  State,  no  doubt, 
frequently  presents  many  problems  of  justice  which  have  to  be  considered. 
But  if  we  are  the  inheritors  of  a  polity,  in  which  certain  properties  have 
been  set  aside  for  certain  uses  by  assignments  long  since  past,  we  may,  as  ■ 
nation,  conceive  the  revision  of  those  uses  ;  but  ideas  of  justice  in  relation 
to  the  assignments  uf  such  property  go  out  of  the  problem.  Let  me  take  an 
illustration.  Instead  of  considering  the  rates  upun  tithe  rent-cliarsre,  let  us 
consider  tithe  rent  itself.  It  is,  no  doubt,  much  older  in  origin  than  rate* 
upon  tithe  rent.  The  majority  on  both  sides  would  unite  in  repudiating 
the  suggestion  that  any  personal  injustice  was  involved  in  the  payment  by  s 
tithe  rent-payer  of  the  sum  he  was  required  to  pay.  But  I  remember 
a  landed  proprietor  talking  to  nie  about  his  clergyman  with  whom  he  was 
not  on  good  terms,  and  he  naid,  'That  n)an  gets  £5ll0  a  year  out  of  my 
property  ;  out  of  my  pocket  I  pay  him  ;  and  yet  he  pays  ro  respect  to  my 
opinions  or  my  wishes.'  I  ventured  to  say,  'I  daresay  he  would  not 
absent  to  your  proposition  that  the  £500  came  out  of  your  own  pocket. 
Probably  he  would  say  that  the  £500  he  got  from  you  rested  on  a  much 
higher  title  than  the  rest  of  the  property  whicji  you  enjoy  ;  and  that,  b 
fact,  what  you  have  is  your  property  subject  to  the  pHynient  of  £600  to  him. 
who  has  the  prior  title.'  Is  not  that  a  strictly  proper  Conservative  view  of 
the  conditions  of  the  existence  of  tithe  rent  'i  And  how  is  that  case  to  he 
discriminated  in  regard  to  personal  incidence  and  personal  justice — except 
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for  the  comparisDD  between  three  centuries  and  Courteen-^from  the  case  of 
the  tithe  reat-ovner,  who  has  to  pay  rates  on  the  tithe  rent-chai'ge  1  He  is 
in  poesensiun,  as  a  freeholder,  uf  the  tithe-rent.  But  hia  own  enduvrment 
JB  not  the  whole  of  that  which  ho  has  the  admintHtration  of.  It  cornea  to 
him  subject  to  a  longstanding  and  precedent  obligation  ;  and  his  true 
endowment  is  the  balance  which  ia  left  after  the  payment  of  the  rates.  The 
examples  brought  forward  by  the  hon.  member  for  Tunbridge  will,  if  this 
Tiew  of  the  matter  he  correct,  be  seen  to  be  altogether  wide  of  the  tnarlt. 
He  gave  ua  some  pertinent  illustrations  of  incumbents  of  country  parishes 
whose  tithe  rent  was  of  amall  amount  and  whose  nit«a  wero  extremely  large. 
And  he  snid,  '  What  professional  man  pays  rates  varying  in  proportion  like 
this  to  the  income  we  receive  and  coming  as  the  income  enjoyed  by  the 
incumbent  ? '  Now,  if  my  view  is  right,  the  truth  is  that  an  incumbent  bo 
situated  is  entitled  at  the  first  only  to  what  is  left  after  the  rates  are  paid. 
There  is  no  personal  obligation  upon  him  in  respect  of  the  payment  of 
rates.  The  case  is  exactly  the  same  hb  if  the  property  were  severed  into 
parts,  one  part  being  assigned  to  the  use  of  the  poor  and  one  part 
to  the  use  of  the  incumbent.  That  undoubtedly  was  the  state  of 
the  law  in  respect  of  tithe  prior  to  the  Reformation — the  first  burden 
was  for  the  use  of  the  poor  and  the  ecclesiastical  burdens  came  after. 
If  that  is  the  case,  what  is  the  conclusion  from  the  pathetic  examples 
adduced  by  the  hon.  member  for  Tunbridge!  That  in  the  endowment 
of  the  English  Church  as  at  present  organised  there  are  some  endow- 
ments which  are  very  stuall.  The  endowments  being  the  balance  after  you 
pay  the  rates,  the  endowment  which  is  left  is,  I  admit,  very  small,  very  in- 
adequate. But  the  endowment  in  other  cases  is  very  lar^e  and  more  than 
ample ;  and  do  you  wish  to  remedy  the  poverty  of  endowment  of  some 
parishes  by  giviiw  them  an  additionfd  and  a  new  endowment  ?  That  is  the 
effect  of  this  Bill.  ...  A  parallel  situation  to  my  mind  is  to 
be  found  in  what  used  to  obtain  in  respect  of  the  bishoprics  of 
this  country.  We  know  quite  well  that  down  to  recent  times  the 
endowments  of  the  bishops  were  quite  unequal,  and  some  insufficient. 
The  bishopric  of  Rochester  was  at  one  time  so  badly  endowed  that  it 
was  annexed  to  the  Deanery  of  Westminster  so  as  to  give  the  Bishop 
a  decent  income.  The  bishopric  of  Lincoln,  at  one  time  certainly  the 
richest  diocese  in  England,  stretching  from  Lincoln  to  the  Thames,  had 
so  shraal(  in  its  endowments  that  for  two  centuries  no  man  ever 
died  Bishop  of  Linceln.  A  man  was  put  in,  consecrated,  and  assumed  the 
office,  but  he  got  out  of  it  as  soon  as  he  could  and  went  somewhere  else. 
The  Ecclesiastical  Commission  lucliily  has  saved  us  from  the  scandals  which 
have  Liffended  us  to-day.  But  you  must  leave  to  an  autonomous  Church  the 
power  of  correcting  those  inequalities.  You  muht  not  come  to  Parliament 
saying  in  effect  that  the  endowments  of  the  poorer  parishes  are  too  slight, 
that  there  are  endowments  of  tithe  rent  out  of  which  the  poi>r  i-ate  has  at 
first  to  be  paid,  and  that  we  appeal  to  you  to  help  the  endowments  so 
attenuated  so  as  to  make  them  better  than  they  are.  The  Bill  as  it  stands 
is  one  of  the  most  miserable  in  effect.  Tlie  poorer  the  endowments  the  less 
the  aid  it  gives.  It  gives  little  or  nothing  to  the  poor  endowment  ;  it  is  the 
richer  endowment  that  does  not  want  it  which  gets  the  assistance.  The 
public  money  so  obtained  is  to  be  applied  in  such  a  fashion  that  the  poor 
are  left  still  poorer,  and  the  rich  are  increased  in  their  wealth.  The  custom 
of  three  centuries  has  made  the  existing  system  one  in  respect  of  which 
the  ideas  of  equal  burden  and  justice  to  which  my  hon.  and  learned  friend 
referred  have  no  application.  I  appeal  to  all  those  who  have  at  any  time 
mixed  mush  in  clerical  society  whether  it  isnotcharacterlstlcof  the  clergyman's 
habitual  thought,  speech,  and  luiiversal  ]>ractice  not  to  admit  the  position 
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whicli  I  am  now  stating.  Whcj  that  has  iiiisied  aiiiLHig  clergymen  has  failed 
to  hear  them  in  discussing  the  Kiicccssion  to  a  living  dwell  upon  its  amenity 
on  the  one  Hide  and  its  ditiadvantaicu  on  the  other,  and  must  carefully  consider 
both  aspects  of  the  question  ?  You  hear  a  msn  say  that  such  and  such 
a  living  has  been  offered  to  him  by  the  liishnp,  that  he  went  to  see  it,  that 
he  found  the  house  in  such  a  condition  and  the  church  in  another  condition, 
winding  up  liy  the  remark  that  the  rates  were  exceedingly  high.  The  out- 
goings are  carefully  calculated  to  n,  nicety,  and  every  clergyman  who  has 
taken  a  living  has  taken  it  with  the  knowledge  that  the  real  endowment  of 
bis  living  ia  irhat  is  left  after  paying  the  rates.  The  real  endowment  is  only 
the  balance  ;  the  rest  may  pass  througli  his  hands,  but  it  was  never  hie,  aud 
he  cannot  compkin  to  have  suffered  in  conse[|uence." 

VI.— The  National  Liberal  Federation  and  the  Bill. 

The  following  circular  has  be^n  sent,  signed  by  the  officers  of  the 
National  Liberal  Federation,  to  the  Federated  Associations  tliroughont 
the  country: — 

"  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  attention  of  Che  country  should 
be  Bied  both  on  the  circumstances  under  which  the  Government  has 
introduced  the  Clerical  Tithes  Bill  and  on  the  actual  vrovisions  of  the  Bill 
itself.  The  measure  found  no  [ilace  in  the  Queen's  Speech,  and  the 
aunouucement  that  it  would  be  Introduced  and  passed  this  Session  came  as  a 
surprise  to  all  parties  alike.  In  gross  violation  of  the  ordinary  practice  of 
Parliament,  the  Bill  was  introduced,  practically  without  discussion,  under 
the  ten  minutes  rule.  It  ha<i  now  been  read  a  second  time  by  a  majority  uf 
138. 

"The  measure  provides  t1)at,  for  the  future,  one-half  of  the  rotes  on 
Clerical  Tithe  Bent-charge  shall  be  paid  out  of  public  funds.  The  money 
(£S7,000  a  year)  is  to  come  out  of  the  Local  Taxation  account,  but  Ihe  pre- 
tence that  in  is  any  the  less  a  grant  of  taxpayers'  money  deceives  nobody, 
and  it  is  so  much  deduction  from  tlie  Exchequer  contribution  in  aid  of  the 
ratepayer. 

'■  The  Bill  does  not  even  apply  to  the  whole  of  the  tithe  rent-charge,  for 
where  the  charge  is  in  lay  hands  it  is  left  untouched,  and  only  when  it 
pertAins  to  the  clergyman  is  there  to  be  this  relief  of  half  the  liability  for 

"  It  is  alleged  that  this  proposal  to  deal  with  what  ia  only  a  part  of  the 
wider  question  of  local  taxation  is  based  upon  the  urgent  need  of  satisfying 
the  claims  of  the  clergy  for  'justice.'  But  ever  since  the  time  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  as  Sir  Michael  Hicks- Beach  has  recently  reminded  the  House  of 
Commons,  tithe  has  been  held  to  be  liable  to  local  taxation.  The  Tithe 
Commutation  Act  of  1836,  which  turned  tithes  in  kind  into  tithe  rent- 
chai^e,  proceeded  on  that  basis,  and,  having  provided  in  each  case  an  addi- 
tional sum  sufficient  to  meet  the  rates,  left  the  tithe-owner  under  obligation 
to  pay  them  ;  whilst,  thanks  to  the  reform  of  the  poor  law,  these  rates  are 
very  much  less  in  amount  to-dny  than  they  were  in  I63li,  Nobody  denies 
that  many  of  the  clergy  are  insufficiently  paid,  aud  that  their  incomes  need 
to  be  supplemented.  But  the  Bill  proposes  Lo  do  this  by  taking  the  money 
out  of  public  funds,  thus  establishing  a  fresh  endowment  of  the  Church. 
Were  this  as  justifiable  as,  in  fact,  it  is  unjustifiBhle,  the  Bill  would  still  be 
a  thoroughly  bad  one  for  securing  the  end  it  professes  to  have  in  view.  As 
the  Gunrdian  points  out.  it  gives  most  assistance  to  those  of  the  clergy  who 
are  least  in  need  of  it. 

"Rarely  has  a  Government  introduced  a  Bill  for  which  there  has  been  bo 
I   public   opinion.      There   are   many  Churchmen   who 


)  by  Google 


July.  1S9S.1  THB   LIBERAL  MAGAZINB. 


327 


bitterly  resent  the  fnlso  position  in  which  the  Church  is  placed  by  such  a 
measure.  Powerful  Unionist  joumalB,  auch  as  the  BiTtnimjhnm  Fust,  have 
attacked  the  Bill  in  unsparing  terms.  One  Conservative  member  (Mr. 
George  Whiteley)  announces  that  he  will  resign  his  seat  rather  than  support 
M  Government  responsible  tor  yet  another  dole  to  a  favoured  section  of  the 
coTnmunitj.  At  Oldham  both  the  Tory  candidates  in  the  by-election  have 
declared  their  disapproval  of  the  measure. 

"At  this  late  period  of  the  Session  the  interval  which  must  elapse  before 
he  Bill  ia  finally  passed  into  law  is  neceBsarily  short,  but  we  hope  that  in 
ti\e  time  which  remains  immediate  steps  will  be  taken  in  your  locality  tt> 
s*:'7iir«an  eipression  of  opinion  against  the  measure.  This  can  be  done  either 
by  means  of  a  rescJution  of  your  Association  oi-  by  a  public  meeting,  or  by  a 
petition  against  the  Bill.  We  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  send  a  report  of  any 
such  protest  to  this  office,  and  it  is  important  that  all  such  expressions  of 
opinion  should  be  communicated  also  to  the  Press." 


NOTES    AND    FIGURES. 


One    oi    Lord  Curzon's    earliest   acta    in 
The  Imdian  Sugar     India   is    to   impose   countervailing  duties  on 
DuTiKS,  bounty-fed  sugar — thus    reversing    the  policy 

pursued  under  his  predecessor,  Lord  Elgin. 
We  dealt  with  thu  Blue  Book  on  the  subject  last  month,  and  on 
June  18th  the  matter  was  brought  up  in  the  House  of  Commons  when 
Sir  Henry  Fowler  moved  for  an  address  to  the  Queen  to  disallow  the 
Indian  Tariff  Act  of  1899,  by  which  these  countervailing  duties  are 
imposed.  In  a  masterly  indictment  Sir  Henry  Fowler  pointed  out 
how  wholly  iasut£cient  the  reasons  were  for  departing  from  our 
ordinary  policy  of  Free  Trad** — the  policy  which  we  pursue  both  for 
Great  Britain  and  India,  acting  for  the  latter  as  her  guaixlian  and 
trustee.  We  set  out  below  the  case  against  these  countervailing  duties, 
but  the  broad  general  considerations  which  affect  the  case  were  admir- 
ably stated  by  Sir  Henry  Fowler  in  the  following  passage  ; — 

"  In  conclusion,  I  have  to  say  that  thia  policy  is  a  violation  of  the 
principle  of  tree  trade,  that  it  is  the  first  step  towards  reversing  a  policy 
which  has  been  of  some  advanti^e  to  us,  and  it  can  confer  no  benefit  on 
India.  If  it  succeeds  it  will  stereotyiie  antiquated  processes  of  manufacture 
and  machinery,  and  it  will  deprive  India  of  that  fair  competition  which 
should  be  the  best  stimulus  to  increased  production  and  manufacture.  Can 
you  stop  here  1  Can  India  stop  here  7  The  Viceroy  has  sn  absolute  power 
to  impose  protective  duties  on  everything  he  may  consider  desitHble.  Can 
we  stop  here  t  because  if  this  policy  is  good  for  India  it  is  good  for  England. 
If  it  is  right  that  the  sugar  plantei-s  of  Mauritius  should  be  protected  m  the 
Indian  markets  from  competition  by  the  sugars  from  Austria  and  Germany, 
it  is  right  that  the  lugar  planters  in  the  West  Indies  should  be  protected  in 
the  markets  of  Great  Britain  from  the  same  comoetition.  Is  that  what  you 
mean  1  I  say  to  the  Colonial  Secretary,  '  Have  tne  courage  of  your  convic- 
tions and  act  accordingly.'  Let  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  make  the 
announcement  that  that  is  the  policy  of  her  Majesty's  Government  and  I 
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think  he  would  scatter  to  the  winds  that  listlcBB  apathy  which  we  are  told 
prevailB  in  the  political  world.  Let  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  as 
the  Finance  Minister  of  Great  Britain,  say  that  he  accepts  the  economic 
doctrines  of  the  Viceroy  of  India  and  the  Hon.  member  for  Central  Sheffield 
(Sir  Howard  Viiuxnt).  Let  him  say  that,  and  he  will  be  within  a  measurable 
distance  of  that  haven  of  rest  and  repose  and  freedom  from  official 
responsibility  for  which  he  so  feelingly  pleaded  in  his  last  utterance  to 
his  constituents.  No,  sir,  right  hon.  gentlemen  do  not  mean,  and  will 
not  take,  that  fatal  plunge.  I  will  tell  you  why.  Because  they  know 
—and  no  one  knows  better  than  the  Colonial  Secretary— that  the 
constituencies  would  not  tolerate  it.  They  would  not  tolerate  tha 
legislative  raising  of  the  price  of  a  grea/t  and  primary  article  of 
daily  consumption  antong  the  people  of  this  country  for  the  advantage 
of  the  planters.  I  say  that  what  we  cannot,  and  what  we  dare  not,  do  for 
Great  Uritain  we  have  no  rii(ht  to  do  in  India.  The  British  nation  is  aa 
responsible  for  the  fiscal  policy,  for  the  commercial  freedom,  for  the  materia] 
prt^ress  of  India,  as  it  is  for  its  civil  and  military  administration.  It  is  our 
legitimate  pride  that  we  have  wrested  India  from  anarchy,  from  internecine 
strife,  from  foreign  at^ression.  We  have  stamped  on  its  government,  on  its 
institutions,  on  its  daily  life  that  marvellous  combination  of  law  and  order, 
of  individual  freedom  and  inflexible  justice,  which  are  the  characteristics  and 
glory  of  British  rule  the  wide  worid  over.  We  have  adopted  that  policy 
because  we  knew  by  dear-buught  and  long  experience  that  it  was  b^  fcor 
ourselves,  and  we  believed  it  to  be  the  beet  for  that  great  Empire  which  waa 
entrusted  to  our  charge.  We  have  adopted  the  policy,  and  we  have 
persevered  in  it,  although  it  has  been  misropresented  and  misunderstood, 
and  at  times  unpnjiular.  We  are  bound  to  apply  that  principle  all  the  way 
through,  and  the  test  of  righteous  trusteeship  is  that  you  deal  with  the 
interests  of  others  on  tha  same  lines  as  you  deal  with  your  own  interests  in 
similar  circumstances.  For  half  a  century  this  country  has  found  it  to  be  to 
its  commercial  advantage,  and  to  its  material  interests,  to  have  ita  trade 
unfettered  ;  that  our  pteople  should  be  at  liberty,  whenever  and  wherever 
they  pleased,  to  trade  in  the  best  and  cheapest  markets  ;  and,  above  all, 
that  we  should  levy  no  tax  except  for  the  purposes  of  revenue,  and  should 
not  benetit  one  section  of  the  community  at  the  expense  of  the  rest.  Oar 
commercial  history,  our  national  prosperity,  the  improved  condition  of  our 
people  are  proofs  of  the  wisdom  of  tliat  policy.  Wo  know,  the  Houw 
knows,  members  on  the  other  side  in  their  hearts  know,  that  the  nation 
would  resist  to  the  uttermost  any  attempt  to  weaken  or  reverse  that 
policy,  and  I  ask  the  House  to-night  to  deal  with  thef<e  retrograde,  illusory, 
mischievous  proposals  of  the  Indian  Govomment  as  they  would  deal  with 
the  same  proposals  if  they  were  made  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain." 
There  are  many  supporters  of  the  Government,  and  Indeed  a  good 
many  members  of  the  Government  iteelf,  who  would  like  nothing  better 
than  to  have  countervailinj;  duties  in  this  country.  But  Lord  Salis- 
bury's Uovernmenl,  though  it  has  no  surplus  of  wisdom,  is  not  quil«so 
foolish  as  to  propose  a  tax  on  sugar  in  this  country.  That  requires  too 
much  courajte,  and  therefore  the  operation  is  begun  in  India  as  the 
thin  end  of  the  wedge.  The  new  duties  are  not  so  much  designed 
to  lielp  India  as  to  make  it  easy  to  embark  on  Protectionist  legislation 
in  this  country.  The  point  was  well  rubbed  in  hy  Mr.  Maclean,  M.P., 
in  the  debate  : — 

"Nearly  every  minister  on  the  Front  Bench  had  said  he  was  quite  con- 
vinced that  public  opinion  in  this  country  had  not  been  converted  on  the 
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quwtion  of  countervailing  duties,  and  that  therefore  he  would  not  attempt  U> 
meddle  with  them.  Wu  it  not  a  ehnhby  device,  when  they  dnred  not  do 
this  in  England,  to  force  it  upon  the  people  of  India,  and  by  bo  doing  to 
impttir  the  authority  of  that  Uuuae  1  They  knew  that  things  could  not  rest 
where  they  were.  He  would  aak  his  Conservative  friends  whether  they  were 
willing  to  KO  to  the  country  two  years  hence  with  Protection  on  their 
b«nnen.      (Sia  Howakd  Vincent:    Km.)     Some  might,   but    not    very 

The  country  will  know  how  to  appreciate  the  importance  of  this.  In 
ft  country  for  the  financial  policy  of  which  we  are  responsible,  we  have 
deliberately  embarked  on  a  Proteutionial  policy. 


Aj8  we  showed  from    the   Blue  Book  last 
Points  AoAmarr       month     the    credit    for  countervailing  duties 
THR  Duties.  must  be  given  to  Mr.   Chamberlain — it  was  he 

who  instigated  the  India  Office  by  appealing  to 
it  to  do  nomething  to  help  Mauritius.  The  speed  with  which  the 
operation  was  worked  can  be  guessed  from  the  following.  On  October 
Slst,  1898,  the  Indian  Government  sent  out  to  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ments a  Circular  asking  for  information  as  to  the  sugar  industry  in 
India,  and  the  effect  of  the  competition  of  imported  sugar  on  the  native 
industry.  On  February  1st  Lord  Curzon  telegraphed  to  Lord  George 
Hamilton  that  the  Indian  Government  had  decided  on  countervailing 
duties.  But  at  that  time  not  a  single  reply  had  been  received  to  the 
Circular  of  the  preceding  October  !  And  when  the  replies  did  come, 
only  one  was  in  favour  of  countervailing  duties,  and  even  then  it  was 
admitted  that  "  further  experience ''  was  required  to  make  sure  that  the 
decrease  of  the  area  under  sugar  was  due  to  bounty-fed  sugar.  Taking 
these  reports  as  a  whole,  it  will  be  found  that  (we  quot«  from  an  ex- 
cellent memorandum  issued  by  the  Cobdeo  Club) 

(a)  There  is    no  evidence  that  sugar  cultivation  in    India    has 

suffered  or  will  suffer  ; 
(ft)  There  m  evidence  that  small  Indian  relineriee  have  suffered 
from  competition  with  foreign  sugar,  but  still  more    with 
Mauritius  sugar  ; 
(c)  There  u  evidence  that  this  imported  refined  sugar  is  an  advan- 
tage not  only  to  the  rich  but  to  the  poor,  who  use  it  in  the 
form  of  sweetmeats. 
The    professed  object   of  the  Colonial  Office  in    urging  India  to 
impose  countervailing  duties  was  to  protect  Mauritius— at  the  cost  oE 
the  Indian  consumer.     This  turns  out  to  be  unnecessary  as  well  as 
unjust.     Mauritius  needs  no  protection.     Her  last  year  was  one  of 
the  most  prosperous  she  has  ever  enjoyed.    She  llien  gent  Ui  India 
considerably  more  sugar  than  Germany  and  Austria  combined.     The 
allegation  is  that  Mauritius  is  losing  her  market  in  India  because  she 


)  by  Google 


330  THE   LIBERAL   HAOAZINiE.  IJuly,  1899. 

is  under!U)ld  there  by  bounty-fed  sugar  coining  from  Germany  and 
Austiia.  In  the  Blue  Book  figures  were  given,  ending  with  1897-98, 
from  which  it  appeared  that  tlie  bounty-fed  sugar  was  coming  in  in 
alarmingly  increased  quantities.  Lord  Curzun,  in  his  despatch  ol 
January  2Cth,  1699,  said,  in  commenting  on  these  figures  : — 

"  Simultaneuusly  with  thesa  imports  from  Genuauy  and  Austria- Hungury, 
imports  from  Mauritius  hiive  continued  tin  the  scale  of  preceding  years,  add 
prices  of  imported  susars  are  at  present  much  lower  in  this  country  than  in 
the  past.  .  .  .  How  far  these  effects  ore  likely  tu  be  purmunent  it  in 
impossible  to  say," 

But  tlie  figures  for  1898-99  put  quite  a  different  complexion  upon 
the  whole  matter : — 

Imports  of  Soqar  into  India. 

Mauritius.        Gbruany  and  Austria. 
Tons.  Tons 

1896-97     83,300     43,750 

1897-98     88,900     107.550 

1898-99     105,280     73,490 

The  Mauritius  imports  are  very  much  "up,"  whilst  Germany  sends 
tens  of  thousands  of  tons  less.  Why  1  Because  she  has  sent  so  much 
to  the  United  States,  w!iere  olrfody  countervailing  duties  exist.  In 
fact,  the  Indian  duties  are  framed  "on  the  American  model !"  Com- 
ment is  needless. 

Lord  George  Hamilton  drew  glorious  visions  of  an  Indian  industry 
saved  from  destruction  by  countervailing  dutii;s.  Mr.  Chamberlain  is 
equally  concerned  to  see  the  Mauritius  sugar  planters  through  their 
alleged  difficulties.     But  as  Sir  Henry  Camp  bell -Ban  nerin  an  said  : — 

"  Is  India,  according  to  the  glowing  picture  of  the  uoble  lord,  to  develop 
lier  sugar  industry  so  as  to  supply  nut  only  her  own  wants  but  the 
wants  of  the  world?  In  that  case,  what  is  to  become  of  Mauritius,  the 
prosperity  of  which  is  bo  dear  to  the  Ci>li>ninl  Secretary  ?  On  the  other 
hand,  if  Mauritius  is  to  flood  the  Indian  market  with  its  sugar,  where  is  the 
beneBt  to  the  Indian  trade  ?  " 

The  truth  is  that  bounty-fed  sugar  very  largely  secures  its  market  not 
merely  because  it  is  cheap,  but  because  it  is  so  much  better  an  article. 


Lord  Curzon,  in  one  of  his  despatches,  talks 

The  "Mutterings     about  "the  mutterings  of  the  highpriesUat 

OF  the  the  Free  Trade  shrine."     Sir  Henry  Fowler  in 

HfGil  Phiksts,"        his  speech  gave  some  of  these  mutterings  which 

ought  to  be  kept  on  record. 
The  Tory  Government  of  1876,  in  which  Sir  StafibrdNorthootewas 
at  the  Exchequer  and  Mr.  W,  H.  Smith  at  the  Treasury,  said  in  1876 
to  a  proposal  for  countervailing  duties  : — 

"The  proposal  of  a  countervailing  duty  rests  upon  a  principle  which  the 
Government  of  this  country  could  not  admit  without  reversing  its  whole 
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system  of  cumraerctal  pulicj.  If  the  doctrine  wrs  still  iimintniiied  that  the 
Government  Bliould  adopt  liscnl  mensuruH  for  other  than  Kscal  objects,  and 
should  attempt  to  make  such  measures  an  engine  fnr  asaistin;;  British  manu- 
facturers to  compete  on  what  mnj'  he  considered  equal  terms  with  their 
foreign  rivals,  the  present  case  niieht  undoubtedly  be  considered  a  very 
proper  one  for  the  application  of  such  a  principle.  But  it  cannot  be  douhted 
that  if  the  Government  were  to  act  on  this  doctrine  in  the  present  case  it 
would  soi>n  be  called  uiKin  to  do  so  in  other  coses  also.  Their  lordships  are  of 
opinion  that  the  Government  ought  not  to  countenance  nuch  a  step,  unless 
it  is  proposed  to  review  the  whole  code  of  commercial  legislation  in  this 
oountry." 

Sir  Louis  Mallet,  in  the  report  ,of  the  Sugar  Bounty  Committee,  is 
reported  as  saying  that  "  he  was  not  able  to  see  the  difference  between 
countervailing  a  bounty  a,nd  giving  a  bounty  against  an  import  duty 
of  a  foreign  country,"  and  with  respect  to  cvjuntervailing  duties  on 
bounty-fed  sugar,  said  : — 

"  I  should  very  strongly  deprecate  any  such  policy.  I  contend  that  the 
objections  to  it  in  principle  are  of  a  most  serious  character.  I  think  it 
would  lead  to  a  demand  from  other  industries  which  it  would  be  very  diffi- 
cult in  justice  to  resist.  I  entertain  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  found  very 
dlHicult  to  apply  it  in  practice,  without  imperilling  the  security  of  our  treaty 
stipulations,  and  without  involving  us  in  very  great  difficulties  in  our 
relations  with  foreign  countries." 

Mr  John  Bright,  in  declining  to  attend  a  public  meeting  at  Birming- 
ham on  the  sugar  bounties  question  in  18S1,  wrote  :  — 

"  Whilst  regretting  that  the  bounty  systoni  exists,  I  aro  quite  unable  to 
act  with  you  and  your  friends  in  favour  of  what  are  called  countervailing 
duties,     whether   as   regard    sugar   or    shipping,   or   any   other    article  of 

Mr.  Cliamberlain,  in  regretting  not  being  able  to  attend  the  same 
meeting,  said : — 

"It  you  were  unfortunately  to  succeed  in  imposing  countervailing  duties 
on  foreign  sugar,  the  effect  would   be  that  the  consumers  in  this  country, 

Erincipally  of  the  working- daises,  would,  according  to  the  figures  supplied 
y  the  sugar  refiners  themselves,  have  to  submit  to  a  tax  of  something 
like  £1,000,000  Bterling  per  annum,  in  order  to  put  this  sum  in  the 
pockets  of  the  West  Indian  planters  and  a  few  sugar  retinera  in  the  United 

The  Timen,  when  the  decision  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in  regard  to  sugar 
bounties  in  1880  was  announced,  wrote  (on  March  8th,  ISSO)  : — 

"This  is  the  language  of  common-sense  and  common  honesty.  What- 
ever can  be  done,  consistently  with  sound  principles,  to  induce  foreign 
Governments  to  abandon  these  foolish  devices  of  bounties  on  the  export 
of  sugar,  or  on  the  manufacture  of  sugar,  the  Government  are  prepared  to 
do.  Beyond  this  they  cannot  stir.  The  truth  is  that  there  is  not  a 
single  argument  in  favor  of  countervailing  duties  which  was  not  advanced 
long  since  in  favor  of  the  sliding  scale — of  an  6s.  fixed  duty  and  of  the 
navigation   laws." 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  "  high  priests "  belong  to  all  political 
parties. 
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Fuliticians  of  all  parties  and  no  party  rejoice 

Tbe  Governurnt      in  the  fact  that  for  the  past  few  years  trade 

AND  Trade.  has  been  so  good  in  this  country  ;  but  naturally 

enough  the  Tory  party  claim   the  credit  for 

thia.     We  say  naturally,  because  our  opponents  are  indeed  in  want  of 

something  with  which  to  appeal  to  the  confidence  of  the  electors.  But 

there  are  these  useful  and  convincing  replies  to  their  claim  : — 

(1)  If  the  Tories  claim  to  make  trade  good,  they  must  be  able  to 
keep  it  good.  Yet  trade  went  down  in  1891  and  1892,  the  last  two 
years  of  the  last  Tory  Government ;  whilst  the  returns  show  that  the 
present  wave  of  prosperity  began  before  the  last  Liberal  UoTernment 
left  office. 

(2)  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach,  on  April  17th,  1896,  very  frankly 
admitted  in  the  Mouse  of  Commons  that  the  Tory  party  could  not 
claim  credit  for  the  continued  improvement  in  trade  which  has  gone  on 
since  the  last  General  Election : — 

"  In  the  first  and  second  qiutrters  of  last  ^ear  there  was  an  increasa  of 
£3,917,000  over  the  corresponding  quarters  of  the  previous  yeats.  In  the 
third  quarter  of  last  year  there  was  an  increase  of  £2,163,000— that  was 
the  b^t  quarter  of  all ;  but  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  there  waa  au 

■ ,  ^iiijy  £1  220,000  over  the  corresponding  quarter  of  the  previous 

W.  Harcourt  :  Hear,  hear.)  I  did  not  know  that  anyone  would 
lugh  tu  say  that  the  vast  increase  in  the  earlier  part  of  the 
year  was  aue  to  enpectations  from  the  present  Government  which  have  now 
been  disappointed.  I  thought  I  rightly  interpreted  the  cheer  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  biU  in  my  hAirftheae  tarialiinu  have  ttothitig  vihatever  to  do 
loith  GoverniaerUi  atid  pUiticiavi." 

(3)  The  Duke  of  Devonshire  has  now  said  the  same  thing  even 
more  emphatically — in  a  speech  on  June  7th  to  the  British  Iron 
Trade  Association : — 

"  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  looks  to  this  industry  to  provide  him 
either  directly  or  indirectly  with  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  his  revenue, 
and  he  also  knows  very  well  that  the  prosperity  or  depressiun  of  this  industry 
affects  a  vast  number  of  others  upon  which,  collectively,  it  depends  whether 
he  can  look  forward  to  an  assured  and  increasing,  or  to  a  precarious  and 
diminishing,  revenue  ;  and  I  need  not  tell  you  that  there  are  many  dopatt- 
ments  of  flie  Government  which  look  wiUi  scarcely  less  anxiety  upon  the 

Cition  and  prospects  of  this  industry  than  the  Chancellor  of  the  £scheqaar 
iself.  The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  are  scarcely  less  interested  than  the  Ciisncellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  and  the  presence  to-night  among  us  of  the  representative  of 
the  War  Office  is  an  indication  that  neitlier  of  our  great  military  or  naval 
departments  is  any  more  indifferent  to  its  prospects.  But  most  of  all  the 
Prime  Minister  himself,  who  shares  a  portion -and  perhaps  the  heaviest 
portion—of  the  lesponsibilities  ofallof  us,  must  watch  with  unceasing  anxiety 
the  prospects  of  this  and  other  great  industries  of  the  country.  I  doubt 
very  much  whether  it  is  iu  the  power  of  any  Government  to  do  much  more 
than  watch  them,  and  I  tliink  that  it  would  be  an  miforlxtnate  dehisimt  if  it 
were  to  come  to  be  supposed  that  any  Government  coidd  do  much  more. 
The  navigator  and  the  agriculturist  watch  with  unceasing  anxiety  the  rise 
or  the  fall  of  the  barometer  and  endeavour  to  obtain  from  it  some  indications 
as  to  the  weather,  on  which  the  safety  and  success  of  their  opeiations 
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depend,  ftnd  guide  their  efforts  either  in  the  direction  of  action  or  precaution 
liccordingl;.  And  the  statesmBn  niay  kIbo — ought  also— to  vatch  the  signs 
of  the  prosperity  or  the  depression  of  trade  and  pursue  a  bold  or  prudent 
pobcy  in  accordance  irith  those  signs.  But  as  neither  the  sailor  nor  the 
farmer  can  exercise  any  influence  upon  the  cauaeswhich  produce  the  rise  or  the 
Wl  of  the  barometer,  eo  I  do  not  think  that  it  ie  in  the  power  of  anif  Ooventment 
Iv  exercise  miicA  influence  on  Iht  eatuM  ^(•hich  jyrod^ice  good  or  bad  tradx. 
This  analogy,  as  in  many  similar  cases,  might  lead  me  too  far,  becaueel  quite 
adniit  that,  while  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  Government,  in  my  judgment, 
to  produce  those  cause*  which  bring  about  a  prosperous  condition  of  trade,  it 
may  be  quite  possible  for  a  Government  by  an  unwise  policy  or  by  the 
encoun^tement  of  legislative  fallacies  to  do  a  great  deal  of  injury  and  to 
impede  progress  ;  but  I  hold  the  anali^pr  is  a  tolerably  accurate  one,  and  that 
GvTfmnienta  vntl  do  uafl  to  ditcard  the  idea  Uin*  y  ■    ■     ■■    ■  ■     • 

mttch  tv  protaote  the  itUeresta  of  trade  and  lo  ret 
mpportera  the  erpectation  that  they  can  do  to." 
After  this  we  really  hope  Unionists  will  cease  from  claiming  the  credit 
of  good  traile^now  that  the  claim  is  (in  the  Duke's  words)  an 
"unfortunat«  delusion." 


The  Private  Legislation  Procedure   (Scot- 
ScoTTiSH  land)  Bill  is  formally  described  as  a  measure 

Private  Bills.  "  to  provide  for  improving  and  extending  the 
Procedure  tor  obtaining  Parliamentary  Powers 
by  way  of  Provisional  Orders  in  matters  relating  to  Scotland."  The 
Bill  applies  to  Scotland  only,  but  it  is  an  experimental  measure,  and 
purposely  framed  upon  lines  which  shall  admit  of  the  application  of 
similar  legislation  to  the  rest  of  the  United  Kingdooi.  The  defects 
which  it  seeks  to  remedy  in  the  present  system  of  Private  Bill  legisla- 
tion are  the  excessive  expense,  and  the  want  of  local  information  and 
knowledge.  Though  one  element  of  expense,  namely  the  House  fees 
which  have  to  lie  paid,  is  nut  touched  by  it,  the  Bill  seeks  to 
cheapen  and  reduce  other  expenses,  notably  the  expenses  of  wit- 
Qesses.  One  enquiry  held  locally  will  take  the  place  of  the  present 
Committee  enquiry  in  both  Houses,  and  if  ultimately  a  Parliamentary 
enquiry  at  Westminster  be  necessary,  it  will  be  made  not  as  heretofore 
by  means  of  a  Committee  in  each  House,  but  by  a  Joint  Committee  of 
both  Houses,  which  will  have  power  to  award  costs  by  a  bare  majority. 
This  should  certainly  reduce  expense  somewhat;  to  what  extent  time 
alone  will  show.  The  Bill  this  year,  as  last  year,  met  with  general 
opposition  on  all  8ide»  of  the  House.  It  professes  to  deal  with  a 
purely  Scottish  question.  Mi.  Cochrane,  the  Tory  member  for  North 
Ayrshire,  confessed  that  to  him  its  chief  merit  was  that  it  would  kill 
the  ridiculous  cry  of  Home  Rule  for  Scotland.  As  a  matter  of  fact 
there  is  no  general  demand  for  such  a  measure  as  this  in  Scotland, 
though  a  simpler  and  cheaper  procedure,  and  a  local  inquiry,  is  strongly 
desired.  And  the  reform  of  Private  Dill  Procedure  is  not  a  Scottish 
question,  but  a  question  of  the  reform  of  Parliamentary  procedure. 
As  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman  said  in  1891.  "  You  would  get  a 
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mneh  more  efifective  meaeure  by  dealing  with  the  three  countries  at 

Three  impurtant  concessions  to  the  Opposition  enable  the  Bill  to 
paas:— 

(i.)  Limiting  the  application  of  the  Bill  to  Orders  which  raise  no 

question  of  policy  or  principle ; 

(ii.)  Appointing  the  Commissioners  who  hold  the  local  enqoiry 

from  members  of   both  Houses  of  Parliament  in  the  first 

place,  and  only  failing  them  from  the  panel  of  other  persons ; 

(iii.)  Maintaining  the  ultimate  control  of  Parliament  in  all  cases 

by  requiring  a   Confirmation    Bill   to    pass    through   both 

Houses. 

Without   these  concessions,  which   entirely  alter   and   transmogrify 

the  Bill,  it  would  have  been  lost.     The  Committee  stage  ended  on 

June  20th  ;  the  Report  stage  has  (as  we  write)  still  to  be  taken,  and 

some  important  cities  and  towns  in  Scotland  are  protesting  vigorously 

against  the  loss  of  their  present  powers  of  promoting  and  opponng 

Bills  in  Parliament,  which  they  contend  will  be  inflicted  upon  them 

The  Bill  will  probably  become  law,  though  it  is  not  a  creditable  piece 

of  work. 


A  word  first  upon  the  history  of  the  ques- 

Thk  Histokt  of  thb    tion,  and,  secondly,  as  to  the  provisions  of  this 

Question.  particular  Bill.     The  sub-title  clearly  describee 

its  aim,  which  is  modest  indeed  if  compared 

with  the  terms  of  the  motion  laid  before  the  House  of  Commons  upon 

the  subject,  on  March  14th,  1884,  by  Mr.  Craig  Sellar,  viz,  :— 

"That  this  House  ndheres  to  the  resolution  of  Manib  22ad,  1872,  th«t 
tho  syatem  of  Private  Bill  letjislatiuD  calls  for  the  attention  of  Parliament 
and  of  hui  Majesty's  Guvemment,  and  requires  reform  ;  that  this  House, 
while  maintaining  the  ultimate  control  of  Parliament  over  Private  Bill 
l^islatiun,  is  of  opinion  that  a  tribunal,  to  take  (he  place  of  Private  Bill 
Committeea,  should  he  created,  which  should  investigate  the  facts,  and  deal 
with  the  evidence  relating  to  Private  Bills,  and,  so  far  as  possible,  in  tbe 
localitjr  affected  b;  such  Bills,  whether  in  Enghmd,  or  in  Scotland,  or  in 
Ireland,  and  report  thereon  to  Parliament." 

The  motion  was  negatived.  In  1885,  1886,  and  1887  a  Private 
Bill  Legislation  Bill  upon  these  lines  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Craig 
Sellar  and  others,  and  dropped.  In  1S88  a  joint  Committee  of  bot£ 
Houses  was  appointed  to  consider  the  questioD^  and  recommended  a 
general  and  permanent  paid  tribunal,  not  confined  in  its  sittings  to 
Westminster,  and  to  deal  with  railway  and  other  business.  The  Lord 
Advocate  in  1890,  and  in  1891  intrwluced  a  Private  Bill  Procedure 
(Scotland)  Bill,  which  in  1891  passed  the  Second  Beading,  and  waB 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee.  It  was  reported  to  the  House  and  sub- 
sequently withdrawn.  And  in  1892  Mr.  Arthur  Balfour  introduced 
a "  Private  Bill  Procedure  Bill  to  amend  the  procedure  with  respect 
to  private  Bills  in  Scotland  and  Ireland."      Mr.  Sexton  objected  to  its 
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Application  to  Ireland  ;  Mr.  Batfour  explained  that  this  waa  an  experi- 
mental measure  ;  if  Jreland  did  not  desire  it  the  Government  would 
have  no  objection  to  limit  ita  operation  lo  Scotland. 

On  the  question  of  forming  the  tribunal  of  members  of  Parliament, 
which  was  not  the  scheme  of  the  Bill,  it  is  interesting  to  note  Mr, 
Balfour's  words.  "  That  plan,"  he  said,  "  raises  most  serious  constitu- 
tional issues,  and  is  open  to  verj  grave  objection  from  other  points  of 
view."  And  again;  "la  it  right,  ia  it  in  accordance  with  Parlia- 
mentary usage,  that  when  a  man  is  sent  here  by  his  constituents  to 
discuss  and  vot«  upon  various  questions,  we  should  send  him  away  to 
take  part  in  otiier  business  wholly  unconnected  with  the  debat«s  in 
this  House,  business  which  obviously  would  prevent  him  from  doing 
his  fair  share  of  the  work  at  Westminster,  and  bearing  his  proper 
share  of  the  responsibilitr  which  attaches  to  decisions  come  to  in  this 
House  upon  questions  suomitted  to  it !" 

And  now  in  18tf9  the  tribunal  adopted  by  the  Government  is  to 
consist  of  two  Commissioners,  chosen  in  the  tirst  instance  from  each 
House  of  Parliament,  and  only,  failing  members  of  Parliament,  from 
the  additional  panel  of  twenty  other  persons. 


The  Bill  of  1892  was  also  withdrawn  and 
Thb  Prbbbnt  Bill,  the  subject  allowed  to  rest  so  far  as  Govern- 
ment measures  were  concerned  until  in  1898 
the  present  Lord  Advocate  introduced  the  Private  Bill  Procedure 
(Scotland)  Bill,  the  purpose  of  which,  again  somewhat  different  from 
its  forerunnera,  was  "  to  provide  for  improving  and  extending  the 
procedure  for  obtaining  Parliamentary  powers  by  way  of  provisional 
orders  in  mattors  relating  to  Scotland."  It  was  read  a  second  time 
after  a  very  chilly  reception  (the  tribunal  proposed  meetin;;  with 
especial  opposition),  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  and  withdrawn. 
Ajid  on  February  20th  of  this  year,  the  present  Bill  was  introduced. 
The  Lord  Advocate  explained  that  the  selection  of  the  persons  to  con- 
duct the  local  inquiries  would  be  left  to  the  Chairmen  of  Committees 
of  the  two  Houses,  acting  with  the  Secretary  for  Scotland,  and  that 
it  was  arranged  that  while  the  persons  select^  need  not  be  members 
of  either  House,  such  members  would  not  be  ineligible.  With  this 
one  alteration,  he  said,  this  was  practically  the  same  Bill  as  was 
approved  by  the  Select  Committee  last  year. 

The  procedure  under  the  Bill  as  now  amended  will  be  briefly 
as  follows ' — 

Petitions  for  private  Bills  are  to  be  presented  in  future  not  to 
Parliament,  but  to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  by  praying  him  to 
issue  a  Provisional  Order.  The  application  will  also  be  considered  by 
the  Chairman  of  Committees  of  the  House  of  Lords,  and  the  Chair- 
man of  Ways  and  Means  in  the  House  of  Commons  ; 

The  Secretary  for  Scotland  will  deal  with  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners according  to  their  report  upon  it.  If  be  refuses  it,  the  notices 
published  will  hold  good,  and  the  procedure  will  be  by  Private  Bill.     If 
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on  the  other  hand  the  prayer  ia  granted,  the  Provisional  Order  will 
proceed.  If  there  is  oppoaition,  or  if  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  ao 
directs,  a  local  public  inquiry  will  be  held  before  four  Comraisaioners 
selected  bv  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  from  the  panels  constituted  by 
the  BUI  ; 

The  Commissioners  will  determine  any  question  of  tocu*  gtandi,  and 
may  decide  upon  the  preamble  before  discussing  clauses.  And  subject 
to  the  general  orders  any  pierson  may  appear  before  the  Commis- 
sioners, and  counsel,  ^ents  and  witnesses  may  be  heard  ; 

If  there  is  no  opposition  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  may  issue  the 
Order  as  prayed  ; 

And  no  order  is  to  be  of  any  validity  unless  a  Confirmation  Bill 
shall   have  been   laid  before    Parliament  and    passed    through    both 

When  local  enquiry  has  been  held,  or  the  Order  is  opposed,  if  the 
report  of  the  enquiry  is  against  the  Order,  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
will  refuse  to  issue  it.  If  not,  he  will  submit  the  Order  to  Partiaroent 
in  a  Confirmation  Bill.  If  there  is  further  opposition,  the  fiill  will  be 
referred  to  a  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses,,  which  may  award 
costs  by  a  bare  majority.  Either  Houbo  will  deal  with  the  Report, 
and  subsequently,  on  further  consideration,  either  House  may  approve, 
or  amend  the  Bill,  or  recommit  it  to  the  same  or  another  joint  Com- 
hiittee,  but  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  refer  a  Confirmation  Bill  to  a 
Select  Committee  of  either  House. 

The  present  system  of  departmental  provisional  Orders  is  not 
altered  or  affected,  except  that  in  the  Scottish  Office  the  procedure  with 
regard  to  all  provisional  Orders  will  conform  to  the  procedure  of  this 
Bill.  

What  is  the  attitude  of  the  Opposition  with 

Sir  H.  Campbell-     regard  to  the  Transvaal  question  f    That  is  & 

Bannbrman  and  the   question  which  can  best  be  answered  by  giving 

Transvaal.  Sir   Henry    Campbell-Ban nerman's    speech   at 

Ilford,  on  June  17th  : — 

"There  is  one  question  at  the  preaent  moment  so  urgent — if  I  may  uot 

say  so  critical — and  charged  with  such  possibilities  for  the  future,  that  I 

feel  bound  to  say  a.  feir   words  upon  it.     I  need  not  say  that  I  refer  to 

the  condition  of  aSWirs  in  South  Africa,  and  to  the  relations  between  the 

Imperial  Government  and  the  Govenmient  of  the  South  Afrioin  Republic. 

HOTHISO     TO    JC8TIPV     WAR. 

"Of  the  conduct  and  policy  of  her  Majesty's  Government  in  thia 
iiarticular,  we  are  not  in  a  iKwition  to  form  an  opinion.  We  cannot 
judge  uf  it  until  we  have  seen  the  jiapurs  which  have  oeea  promised  upon 
the  subject ;  and  until  this  information  has  been  received,  in  my  opimon, 
a  discussion  in  the  House  of  Commons  would  lead  to  no  advantage,  and 
might  even  be  attended  with  dis.-ul vantage  to  the  interests  of  our 
country.     But    there    are    some    newspapers    which    talk    freely    of    th» 

Cbability  and  even  of  the  necessity  of  war.   and  the   public   mind   has 
n    much   disturbed   in   consequence.     I   think   it  right  to  say   plainly 
that  I,   for  my  part,  can  diacorn  nothing  in  what  has  occurred  to  justify 
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either  warlike  actioa  or  even  military  preparations.  The  people  of  this 
oouatry  have  no  hostilit;^  to  the  people  of  the  TransTul.  They  have  no 
deaire  vhatever  to  humiliate  them  or  to  give  them  offence,  or  to  take  from 
them  any  part  of  the  independence  which  they  enjoy. 

BHITISH  A14D  DUTCH. 

' '  Our  only  deiire  is  to  see  the  inbabitsntn  of  all  the  States  in  South  Africa 
— our  own  Coloniea  as  well  as  the  other  St«t«s — living  and  prospering  in 
perfect  harmony  with  each  other.  Let  us  not  be  blind,  however,  to  the 
fact  that  the  maintenance  of  this  harmony  is  no  very  easy  matter, 
and  that  it  require*  the  greatest  prudence  and  delicacy  in  the  action 
that  we  take.  It  is  not  a  homogeneous  community  with  which  we  are 
dealing.  There  are  the  men  of  British  birth  or  of  British  descent  whose 
feelings  and  interests,  and  even  wboee  pcejudicea,  we  are  bound  to  consider. 
There  are  our  Dut^rh  fellow -subjects  at  the  Cape,  whose  loyalty  and  devoUon 
to  the  Crown  and  to  the  British  supremacy  are  not  to  be  lightly  questioned 
in  the  face  nf  the  remarkable  proof  which  they  have  recently  given  of  them, 
when  the  Government  of  the  Cape  Colony,  which  mainly  depends  upon 
Dutch  support,  proposed  and  carried  a  generous  contribution  in  aid  of  our  naval 
strength.  There  is  the  Orai^e  Free  State,  which  has  shown  its  friendship 
and  its  good  disptosition  towards  us  over  and  over  again.  If  all  these  various 
interests  and  synipathies  are  to  be  brought  together,  and  to  be  kept  together, 
there  is  need  on  our  part  of  a  policy  at  once  just,  honest,  and  patient. 

F   THE    UITLANDBKS. 


"  Now  it  can  be  easily  understood  that  this  harmony  of  which  I  speak,  so 
Decessaiy  to  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  all  South  Africa,  is  being  con- 
stantly and  seriously  endangered  so  long  as  there  continues  the  state  of 
rela^ona  between  the  Transvaal  Government  and  the  Uitlanders  within  that 
country  which  has  8ubtist«d  of  recent  years.  And  it  is  this  danger — 
altogether  beside  and  apart  from  any  cUum  that  our  countrymen  among 
these  Uitlanders  may  hare  upon  us  to  render  them  help  in  obtaining  what 
they  conceive  to  be  their  rignts  -  which  in  itself  and  before  all  things, 
not  only  justifies  but  compels  us  to  spare  no  effort  to  aca  that  this  chrunic 
discord  is  healed.  As  you  know,  there  was  an  attempt  made  a  few  weeks 
^o,  by  means  of  a  Conference,  to  arrive  at  a  settlement  of  the  differ- 
ences. The  attempt  was  not  immediately  successful.  It  can  hardly  be 
questioned  in  any  quarter  that  many  of  the  complaints  of  the  Uitlanders  are 
well  founded.  They  have  not  the  Uunicipal  Government,  the  police  protec- 
tion, the  organised  maintenance  of  order,  the  even-handed  ad  ministration 
of  justice  which  in  all  civilised  communities  are  regarded  as  the  very  elements 
of  civil  right  and  civil  freedom.  But  these  were  not  the  topics  which  were 
under  discussion  at  the  Conference. 

THE  DBHAKP  VOB.  THB  ySAKCHISS. 
"It  was  made  to  deal  entirely  with  the  conditions  upon  which  the 
Uitlanders  can  be  admitted  to  the  franchise  in  the  Transvaal,  and  this 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  thought  that  the  UitUndeni,  if  they  received  the 
franchise,  would  be  in  a  position  to  obtain  other  advantages  for  themselves. 
Whether  this  was  good  tactics  or  not  we  cannot  say,  we  cannot  know,  until 
the  whole  story  has  been  told.  But  I  will  point  to  one  aspect  of  the  case 
thus  disclosed  to  us — an  aspect  which  I  confess  presents  itself  in  the  moHt 
conspicuous  way  to  me,  and  which  I  think  is  worthy  of  your  attention.  Why 
is  it  that  certain  newspapers  tell  us  we  ought  to  go  to  war?  It  is  because 
the  demands  made  by  our  representative  in  respect  to  the  franchise  have 
been  refused.  Consider  (or  a  moment  what  this  means.  Can  anything  be 
more  anomalous,  more  i&eongnions,  more  abaurd  than  the  idea  that  when  a 
number  of  our  feUow-countrymen  resident  in  this  foreign  country  desire — 
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whattodot— to  divest  themselves  of  the  auslityof  beui^  our  countryniea. 
to  change  their  nationality,  to  get  rid  of  tJieir  British  citizenship,  to  adopt 
the  citizenship  and  the  nationality  of  the  Transvaal,  to  un-British  them- 
selvea  ftiid  become  Boers,  that  we  are  to  go  to  war  with  the  Government  of 
the  Transvaal  because  they  will  not  allow  this  interesting  process  to  be 
performed  with  the  rapidity  which  the  aspirants  desire  ?  And  this  is  to  be 
done,  be  it  observed,  in  the  name  of  what  l~in  the  name  of  Britiali 
patriotism  and  of  love  and  devotion  to  the  Empire  ! 


THE    PKBSBUKB   0 

"  Well,  although  tho  Conference  failed,  considerable  concessions  have 
been  made  since  it  broke  up.  And  why  should  we  despair  uF  obtaining  all 
that  is  nocessarj^  by  the  pressure  of  peaceful  negotiation !  Many  intereeta 
are  working  in  increasea  degree  in  favour  of  concession.  The  Orange  Free 
State,  the  Dutch  at,  the  Cape,  the  present  Ministry  in  the  Cape  Colony,  are 
all  using  their  influence  in  that  direction  :  aye,  and  there  is  something  else 
— an  influence  which  soars  above  them  all,  an  influence  which  cannot  in  the 
end  be  resisted— the  influence  of  the  opinion  of  right-thinking  and  intelligent 
men  throughout  the  world,  I  remember  John  Bright  quoting  in  the  House 
of  Commons  on  one  occasion  two  lines  of  a  poet  with  reference  to  poIitic»l 
matters  :— 

"  There  is  on  earth  a  yet  liiviner  thing, 
Veiled  though  it  be,  than  Parliament  or  King," 
"What  in  that  diviner  thing!  It  is  the  human  conscience  inspirine 
human  opinion  and  human  sympathy.  And  the  position  of  aSairs  has  come 
to  this,  that,  as  I  bolieve,  the  univereal conscience  and  opinion  of  mankind  is 
being  brought  with  almost  its  full  force  to  bear  upon  this  question  of  the 
Government  of  the  Trtnavaal.  Wher«  is  there  then  in  this  whole  situation 
anything  justifying  the  senseless  appeal  to  arms,  which  in  every  case,  even 
if  we  admit  it  at  all,  we  only  allow  as  the  last  hateful  altematjve  when 
all  peaceful  methods  have  failed  1 " 

The  wisdom  of  the  speech  has  been  universally  recognised^ which 
does  not  mean  that  it  was  to  the  liking  of  the  Jingoes  whose  policy 
seems  to  be  one  of  war  at  any  price  with  the  Transvaal. 


Dr.  Spence  Watson  has  stated  his  opinions 
Db.  Watson  on  the    on  the  Transvaal    question  in  a  lett«r  dated 
Transvaal.  June  15th,  which  appeared  in  the  Newcastle 

Daily  Leader.  We  reprint  it  here  in  full : — 
"The  thanks  of  the  community  are  due  to  you  for  the  position  which 
you  have  consistently  taken  up  in  reference  to  the  Transvaal  matter.  Many 
of  us  sympathise  fully  with  the  desire  of  such  men  as,  having  settled  in 
that  land,  are  suitable  and  desirous  t«  obtain  the  rights  of  citizenship,  with- 
out arri6re-pens^  ;  but  we  hold  that  this  desire  is  not  one  which  should  be 
promoted  by  our  Government,  or  any  other  Government,  excepting  so  tar 
as  may  be  done  by  peaceful  persuasion.  To  compare  the  case  of  the 
Uitlandera  with  that  of  Russian  subjects  or  *  distressed  nationalities '  is  not 
wise.  The  Uitlanders  have  not  been  born  into  the  land,  but  have  entered 
it  of  their  own  free  trill,  with  the  full  knowledge  of  the  laws  to  which  they 
would  he  subject.  They  have  gone  there  to  make  money,  generally 
tempted  by  the  supposed  existence  of  gold,  a  temptation  which  impels  men 
to  atiange  adventures,  and  seems  to  influence  most  strongly  those  who  are 
not  always  the  meet  eligible  of  citizens.     We  must  surely  also  sympathise 
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with  the  natural  anxiety  of  Preaideot  Kruger  and  tfa«  people  over  whom  he 
rulee  to  take  no  step  in  thig  serious  nutter  without  beiiu;  fuilj  satisfied  that 
it  will  he  for  the  true  welfare  of  their  country.  They  have  had  but 
little  reason  so  far  to  trust  the  disinterestedness  of  England.  Our 
annexation  of  the  Transvaal  was  a  disgraceful  act,  the  only  excuse  for 
which  waa  that  the  Home  Governmeat  was  deceived  by  the  man  whom 
they  selected  to  examine  into  the  position  and  by  the  English  settlers 
of  that  day.  The  restoration  of  the  Transvaal  to  the  Boera  was 
simply  an  act  of  justice,  meritorious  in  those  who  ventured  upon  it  only 
because  simple  justice  ho  seldom  en  tors  into  the  consideration  of 
statesmen.  It  was  an  action  which  could  scarcely  have  been  per- 
formed by  any  but  a  t;reat  and  powerful  people,  and  we  may  find 
oompleto  satisfaction  in  it.  But  it  should  make  us  careful  to  ba  scrupulously 
honourable  in  all  our  dealings  with  the  Transvaal  Government,  and  to  avoid 
all  appearance  of  threatening  and  violence.  So  far,  the  President  has  met 
UB  fairly  and  openly.  The  difference  between  what  we  have  asked  and  what 
he  has  gjranted  is  so  small  that,  but  for  the  British  representative's  strangely 
hostile  langusge,  which  it  has  been  thought  wise  and  prudent  to  publish  at 
this  critical  moment,  we  should  have  had  the  fullest  confidence  that  the 
whole  difficulty  would  be  speedily  solved  by  calm  and  conciliatory  negotia- 
tion. Those  of  UB  who  have  the  longest  respected  Sir  Alfred  Milner  are  the 
moat  pained  by  the  angry  words  which  he  has  used  in  the  middle  of  delicate 
deliberations  in  which  he  was  hy  no  means  worsted.  He  seems  te  have 
foi^otten,  for  once,  that  there  are,  after  all,  two  sides  to  this  question,  and 
that  President  Kruger,  as  the  head  of  his  Government,  is  oound  to  ba 
careful  of  the  intereata  of  the  people  over  whom  he  governs.  He  is  bound 
also  to  be  just,  but  as  to  the  limits  of  justice  in  the  case  there  is  room  for 
honest  difference.  The  attempt  to  arouse  the  war  passion  in  the  hearts  of 
the  British  people  has  happily  failed  ;  but  it  will  be  renewed  a^ain  and 
again,  for  the  big  money  bags  are  upon  the  side  of  violence.  But  the  people 
have  taken,  and.  I  believe,  will  take,  the  reasonable  and  honourable  view  of 
the  situation.  We  have  friends  and  relatives  amongst  the  aettlera  in  the 
Transvaal.  We  wish  that  their  honest  and  proper  cuuus  should  have  full 
conaideration,  and  ihould  be  wisely  iind  temperately  urged.  But  we  have 
DO  sympathy  with  a  policy  of  bullying  and  threatening,  which,  if  it  succeeded 
in  arousing  the  evil  instincts  to  which  it  has  so  zealuunly  appealed,  would 
but  add  another,  and  that  the  darkest,  chapter  to  that  history  of  English 
rule  and  policy  in  South  Africa  nearly  every  page  of  which  has  been  written 
in  blood.'- 


It   will   be  remembered  that  Mr.    Harold 

Mr.  Balfodr's        Reckitt,  on   March  15th,  introduced  a  Bill  to 

Meuorv.  raise  the  flash    point  of  petroleum.     On  that 

occasion  it  was  resisted  by  the  Government, 

and  Mr.  Jesse  Collings,  actinK  as  its  spokesman,  said  : — 

"  The  Government  had  decided  to  deal  with  the  question  long  before 
Parliament  met,  and  their  Bill  was  now  in  a  forward  state  of  preparation." 
And  again  i — 

"  The  Qovemment  had  a  Bill  to  deal  with  lamps  and  the  whole  question, 
tofctcA  they  hoped  mtm  to  tntrodiice. " 
On  March  17th,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Duncombe,  Mr.  Collings  said  : — 

"The  Government  Bill  on  the  subject  will   be  introduced  at  loon  after 
HaiUr  at  pouibU,  but  no  precise  date  can  be  given." 
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Yet  on  Jane  19th  Mr.  Balfour,  in  discnaBing  the  bnsiness  of  the 
Session,  airily  aaid  : — 

"  I  was  not  aware  that  a  promise  was  made  to  introdaoe  the  Petmleum 
Kll  in  the  ooune  of  the  present  Sesnon." 

It  is  true  that  Mr.  Balfoar  added  that  if  the  promise  were  given  it 
will,  o/  eourte,  be  carried  ont.  Well,  we  shall  see,  bnt  it  would  not 
greatly  surprise  na  if  Mr.  Jesse  CoUings  were  after  all  to  be  thrown 


We  give  below  the  figures  relating  to  the 
British  Trade.       Importe    and    Exports   for    May,  along    with 
a  table  showing  the  year's  trade    to  date,  as 
npared  with  the  same  period  during  1898  ; — 


Mav.  1899. 

Month  MdinB  Maj  3Ut. 

Iiio«soe. 

Decresse. 

1899.         I         1898. 

rt. 

£          >           £ 
40,876,828  1    37,706.378 
28,777,036  |    22.997,888 

5,746.796        fl,106,53i 

£ 
3,170,460 
6,779,148 

640,262 

£ 

Re-ei|)orts  of  Foreign  1 

and                y 

Colonial  Merchandise) 

— 

Total 

75,400,660      65,810,800 

9.589,860 

a  TuADE  TO  Date. 


Vor  the  five  months  endiog 

Incroase. 

DecreoN. 

3Ist  May,  ■99. 

31M  May  m 

£ 
198,403.349 
104,641,727 

27,966,101 

£ 
196,987,003 
93,094,483 

26,356,659 

£ 
1,416.346 
11,447,244 

1,599,642 

£ 

Re-exports  of  Foreign  1 
and                J 

— 

Total    .. 

330,901,177 

316,438,045 

14,463,132 
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After  the  two  elections  at  Edinburgh  we 

The  may  once  again  conveniently  take  stock  of  the 

Bt-Elbctiohs.         electoral    situation.      First  we  consider  those 

seats  which  have  been  contested  at  the   bj- 

elections.     Since  the  General  Election  of  1695  there  have  been  in  all 

(exclnding  Ireland)  62  such  contests.     The  result  in  seats  (excluding 

the  Jirat  by-electton  at  Southport)  may  be  shown  as  follows  : — 

1893    -    -    -  I  c  23     ^  ™*J-  ^■ 

1895    -    -    -  {  L  21     *^  ""J-  ^• 

By  elections  -  -{  q  ai     L  nioj.  9. 

So  far,  therefore,  as  seats  are  concerned,  the  Liberal  party  has  not 
only  improved  enormously  on  the  1895  result,  which  resulted  in  a 
Conservative  victory,  but  is  better  off  than  in  1892— a  year  of  Liberal 
triumph. 

The  result  in  votes  is  equally  encouraging — as  will  be  seen  from 
the  following  tables.  We  have  not  included  (1)  Aberdeen  (since  there 
the  contest  was  between  a  Liberal  and  an  I.L.P.  candidate),  (2) 
CherUey,  (3)  Petergfield,  (4)  Brighlside,  (5)  MaJJetone,  (6)  Wokinffham, 
(7)  Wett  Siafford,  (8)  East  llertfurdthire,  (9)  Solherham,  (10)  Bylha, 
(11)  Harrow  (since  thpse  eleven  constituencies  were  not  fought  at 
both  the  General  Elections  of  1892  and  1895),  and  (12)  Stmth  Wolver- 
hampton (which  until  this  year  had  never  been  polled).  The  votes 
polled  by  third  cnndidates  are  not  reckoned,  whilst  at  Southampton, 
Halifax,  Plymouth,  and  York,  four  double- membered  constituencies, 
the  party  vote  is  got  by  taking  the  average  vote  of  the  two  candidates 
standing  in  the  tame  interest.  First  of  all  we  give  the  summarised 
vote  results,  still  confining  ourselves  to  aeats  where  a  comparison  can 
be  made  between  the  by-elections  and  the  last  General  Election : — 
1892  1895.  By-elections. 

Liberal  Vote 160,637     ,,.     155,389     ...     177,417 

Conservative  Vote..,     147,573     ...     163,846     ...     161,834 

Majority      ...    L  13,064  0  8,457  L  15,583 

It  b  hardly  necessary  to  point  out  that  tiie  position  of  the  Liberal 
party  is  not  as  good  yet  as  it  was  in  IS85.  but  taking  the  38  seats 
contested  (1)  in  1885,  (2)  in  1892,  and  (3)  in  by-elections  since  1895, 
we  have  : — 

1885.  1892.  By-electiona. 

Liberal  Vote 181,935     ...     181,920     ...     202,684 

Conservative  Vote...     150,662     ...     177,616     ...     192,485 

Majoiity      ...L  31,273  L  4,302  L  10,199 

The  figures  for  East  Edinburgh  and  South  Edinburgh  are  not  included 
in  this  table,  since  the  contests  in  1885  were  between  two  Liberal 
candidates  in  each  case. 
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BILLS  OF  THE  SESSION. 


•Tithe  Kent-charge  ^Rates), 
A  Bill  to  Amend  the  Law  with  respect  to  the  Payment  o£  Rates 
on  Tithe  Rent-chat^  attached  to  a  Beoefice,  prepared  and  brought  ia 
by  Mr.  Long  and  Sir  R.  B.  Finlay,  read  a  first  time  on  June  22nd  and 
a  second  on  June  29th. 

The  owner  of  tithe  rent-charge  attached  to  a  benefice  is  to  be  liable 
to  pay  only  one-hal/  of  the  amount  of  any  rate  to  which  this  Act 
applies,  which  is  assessed  on  him  as  owner  of  that  tithe  rent-charge, 
and  the  remaining  one-half  shall,  on  demand  being  mode  by  the 
collector  of  the  rate  on  the  surveyor  of  taxes  for  the  diatrict,  be  paid 
by  the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue  out  of  the  sums  payable  by 
them  to  the  Local  Taxation  Account,  on  account  of  the  estate  duty 
grant. 

In  the  Act — 
(a)  The  expreHsion  "estate  duty  grant"  means  the  grant  made 
under  section  nineteen  of  the  Finance  Act,  1894,  in  substitu- 
tion for  the  probate  duty  grant. 
(6)  The  expression  "  benefice  "  includes  all  rectories  with  cure  of 
souls,  vicarages,  perpetual  curacies,  endowed  public  chapels 
and  parochial  cbapelries,  and  chapelries  or  districts  belongiog 
or  reputed  to  belong,  or  annexed,  or  reputed  to  be  annexed, 
to  any  church  or  chapel,  and  districts  formed  for  ecclesiastical 
purposes  by  virtue  of  statutory  authority,  and  includes  bene- 
fices in  the  patronage  of  the  Crown  or  of  the  Duchy  of  Corn- 
wall, 
(c)  The   expressions    "owner   of  tithe   rentchai^ "  and  "titiie 
rent-charge  "  have  the  same  meanings  respectively  as  in  the 
Tithe  Act,  1891. 
The  Act  is  to  apply  in  the  cose  of  any  person  liable  to  pay  rates  in 
respect  of  any  payment  in  lieu  of  tithe  as  in  the  case  of  the  owner  of 
tithe  rent-charge. 

The  Act  is  to  apply  to  every  rate  as  defined  by  section  9  of  tlte 
Agricultural  Rates  Act,  1896  (except  any  rate  which  the  owner  of 
tithe  rent-charge  is  liable,  as  compared  with  the  occupier  of  buildings, 
to  be  assessed  to  or  to  pay  in  the  proportion  of  one  half  or  lees  than 
one  half],  which  is  made  after  September  15th,  1899,  and  during  the 
continuance  of  the  said  Agricultural  Ra.t«3  Act,  1896. 

*  Board  of  Eoo  cation. 
A  Bill  intituled  an  Act  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  a  Board 
of  Education  for  England  and  Wales  and  for  matters  connected  there- 
with, brought  from  the  Lords  May  16th,  1899,  read  a  first  time  in  die 
Commons  on  May  18th  and  a  second  on  June  26th. 
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The  Bill  establishes  a  Board  of  Education,  charged  with  the 
■iiperiiit«ndence  of  matt«ra  relating  to  education  in  England  and 
Walee,  to  consist  of  a  President  and  of  the  Lord  President  of  Council, 
the  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  the  First  Commissioner  of  the 
Treasniy,  and  the  Chanceller  of  the  Exchequer.  At  the  next  vacancy 
the  office  of  Vice  President  of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
(the  office  now  held  by  Sir  John  Qorst)  is  to  be  abolished. 

The  Board  of  Education  is  to  take  the  place  of  the  Education 
Department  (including  the  Science  and  Art  Department).  The  Queen 
by  Order  in  Council  is  to  be  able  to  transfer  to  the  Board  any  of  the 
powers  of  the  Charity  Commissioners  in  matters  to  relate  to  education, 
and  the  Order  may  make  such  provision  as  appears  necessary  for  apply- 
ing to  the  exercise  of  those  powers  by  the  Board  of  Education  the 
enactments  relating  to  the  Charity  Commissioners  ;  provided  that  any 
question  aa  to  whether  an  endowment  or  any  part  of  an  endowment  is 
held  for  or  onght  to  be  applied  to  educational  purposes  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  the  Charity  Commissioners. 

The  Board  of  Education  may,  by  their  officers  or  by  any  University 
organisation,  after  taking  the  advice  of  the  Consultative  Committee 
hereinafter  mentioned,  inspect  any  school  supplying  secondary  educa- 
tion and  desiring  to  be  so  inspected,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
the  character  of  the  teaching  in  the  school  and  the  nature  of  the 
provbions  made  for  the  teaching  and  health  of  the  scholars,  and  may 
so  inspect  the  school  on  ench  terms  as  may  be  fixed  by  the  Board  of 
Education  with  the  consent  of  the  Treasury ;  provided  that  the 
inspection  of  schools  established  by  scheme  under  the  Welsh 
Intermediate  Education  Act,  mS9,  shall,  subject  to  lesulations  made 
by  the  Treasury  under  section  nine  of  that  Act,  be  conducted  as 
heretofore  by  the  Central  Welsh  Board  for  Intermediate  Education, 
and  that  the  said  Board  shall  be  recognised  as  the  proper  organisation 
for  the  inspection  of  any  such  schools  a^  may  be  desirous  of  inspection 
under  this  section. 

The  council  of  any  county  or  county  borough  are  to  be  able  out  of 
any  money  applicable  for  the  purposes  of  technical  education  to  pay  or 
contribute  to  tlie  expenses  of  inspecting  under  this  section  any  school 
wiUiin  their  county  or  borough. 

The  Queen  uiay,  by  Order  in  Council,  establish  a  Consultative 
Committee  consisting  (as  to  not  less  than  two-thirds)  of  persons  repre- 
senting Universities  and  other  bodies  interested  in  education,  for  the 
purpose  of — 

{a)  framing,  witli  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Education,  regula- 
tions for  the  formation  of  a  register  of  teachers  ;  and 
{b)  advising  the  Board  of  Education  on  any  matter  referred  to  the 
committee  by  the  Board. 

The  President  of  the  Board  may  sit  in  the  House  of  Couimons.  If 
he  does  not  he  may  be  represented  there  by  a  Parliamentary  Secretary. 

The  Act  is  not  to  apply  to  Scotland  or  Ireland. 
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POINTS    FROM    SPEECHES. 

Sir  Haniy  Fowler-  HooM  of  Oommotis,  June  29th,  IM. 

"  Then  Lancashire.  That  i^  a  county  in  which  tha  Govern- 
ment have  a  special  inWrest — eapecially  at  this  moment.  I  have 
no  doubt  we  shall  see  to-morrow  morning  that  tha  member  for 
Plymouth  (Sir  E.  Clarke)  and  the  right  hun.  gentleman  the  member 
for  Dartford  (Sir  W.  Sart-Dyke)  will  make  good  their  cballeagee 
and  go  down  and  addresa  the  elactora  of  Oldham  and  tiy  to  do  away 
with  the  unfortunate  impreasiun  which  has  been  made  there  by  the 
fact  that  the  two  Conserrative  candidates  have  declared  that  the; 
would  not  vote  for  this  Bill." 

Trom  tkt  Times,  June  30A,  1899. 
It  is   certainly   extraordinary  that   both    candidates    at   Oldham 

should  declare  against  t)ie  Clerical  Tithes  Bill. 


Lord  Charles  BereBford,  H.F.  House  of  Coounons,  June  21st,  1899. 
"The  Under- Secretary  slurred  over  Wei-hai-wei  as  if  it  were  a 
nervous  tm)ic.  As  far  as  he  understood  the  matter,  it  was  proposed 
to  spend  £130,000  on  barracks  at  Wei-hai-wei,  and  to  keep  there  a 
garrison  of  1,600  or  2,000  men.  He  would  oppose  the  propoiwl  in 
every  way  he  could.  It  might  be  said  he  was  altering  his  opinion 
as  to  Wei-hai-wei.  Not  at  all.  He  said  Wei-hai-wei  might 
possibly,  with  a  little  expenditure  of  money,  be  made  an  excellent 
naval  base,  but  he  said  that  when  the  Government  had  a  totally 
different  policy  to  that  he  understood  they  had  now.  The  Govern- 
ment were  certainly  and  surely  drifting  into  a  sphere -of -influence 
policy  as  against  the  open-door  policy,  and  he  asked  what  was  the 
use  of  spending  a  large  sum  of  money  upon  a  place  which  would 
become  a  great  danger  to  us  and  to  our  fleet  1  Wei-hai-wei  was  in 
the  German  sphere  of  influence.  If  the  sphnre-of- influence  policy 
was  to  be  adopted,  we  ought  to  spend  money  in  the  Yang-t>e 
region.  The  question  was,  did  we  intend  to  abandon  our  trade  in 
the  north  or  not  1  If  we  were  t^  go  in  for  spheres  of  influence,  let 
us  say  BO.  It  was  impossible  to  have  two  policies,  and  he  should 
vote  against  any  money  being  spent  on  Wei-hai-wei  until  he  knew 
definitely  what  the  Government  intended  to  do  for  our  merchants 
and  trade  in  Northern  China, 

From  the  TiMEs,  June  22nd,  1899. 
As  we  have  often  said,  to  spend    money  on  Wei-hai-wei    is  W 

throw  good  money  after  bad  diplomacy. 


Utr.  H,  Shepherd-Cross,  UP.  Bolton,  June  24th,  1891 

''The  revenue,  again,  had  in  the  last  three  years  increased  by 
£36,000,000,  although  at  the  same  time  the  Government  had  laigely 
reduced  the  taxation  of  the  country." 

From  the  Manchestbe  Ghahdias,  June  26(A,  1899. 
We  should  very  much  like  to  know  what  these  "large"  reductions 
of  taxation  are.     As  a  fact,  they  do  not  exist,  except  in  Mr.  Shepherd- 
Cross's  imagination. 
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Mr.  J.  M.  Maclean,  H.F.,  Home  of  Commons,  Jane  ISth,  1899. 

"The  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  spoke  of  hia  owii  personal 
views.  The  House  bad  uothing,  of  course,  to  do  with  the  ri|{ht 
hon.  gentleman's  persoDal  views  so  long  as  they  were  not  embodied 
is  Acta  of  legislation  or  Administrative  proceedings  which  were 
likoly  to  bring  damage  to  the  Empire.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
wa«  perfectly  at  liberty  to  keep  then  to  himself.  He  wan  not  quite 
sure  what  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  personal  views  were  on  many 
subjects,  but  he  was  inclined  to  think  the  right  hon.  gentleman  took 
his  foreL){n  policy  from  the  hon.  member  for  the  Ecclesall  Division 
of  Sheffield  (Sir  A,hmeati  BaitUtt)  and  his  views  on  political 
economy  from  the  hon.  member  for  the  Central  Division  of  Sheffield 
(Sir  Boivard  Vitieimt),  Hnd  those  views  were  not  likely  to  commend 
themselves  to  the  House  of  Commons  or  the  British  people.  They 
might  be  6t  views  to  be  taught  in  the  new  Univemity  of  Birmingham 
to  the  sons  of  Liberal  Unionists,  but  he  did  not  think  they  need 
concern  themselves  with  them  in  the  House  of  Commons." 

Frim  the  Times,  June  16lh,  1699. 
What  a  VEnr  happy  family  the  Qovernment  and  its  "  supporters '' 
make  up ! 

Hon.  Al&red  Lyttelton,  M.P.  Leamington,  June  Ist,  1899. 

"Sitting  at  home  he  was  profoundly  reluctant  bo  criticise  the 
act  of  any  man  fighting  for  his  country  abroad,  but  he  would  not  be 
honest  and  straight  unless  he  said  he  deeply  regretted  Lord 
Kitchener's  action  in  regard  to  what  had  been  otUed  the  violation 
of  the  Mahdi's  tomb.  His  deep  conviction  was  that  we  should  do 
nothing  in  Eghting  barbarous  people  which  we  would  not  do  if 
fighting  a  civilised  Power." 

From  the  Tiues,  Juiie  2iui,  1699. 
Mr.  Lyttelton  is,  of  course,  the  Unionist  member  for  Warwick  and 

Leamington. 

ISt.  Vlwston  Ghnrchill-  Birmingham,  Jnne  lat,  1899. 

"He  had  the  honour  of  serving  in  the  Soudan  under  Lord 
Kitchener,  but  was  very  sorry  for  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Commons  who  thought  it  their  duty  to  defend  the  treatment  of  the 
Mahdi's  body." 

From  Wif  Times,  Jhim  2nd,  1899. 
Yet  this  is  precisely  what  Mr.  Balfour  did. 


POINTS    FROM    THE    PAPERS. 


From  iht  Times,  Juik  Xtth,  1899. 

"  It  is  rather  pitiable  that  this  clamour  should  be  raised  about  a 
paltry  sum — so  it  is  called  by  the  Radicals  themselves— which  is  to 
give  a  small  measure  of  relief  to  a  large  and  deserving  class,  many 
of  them  on  the  verge  of  penury." 

This  is  in  defence  of  the  Clerical  Tithe  Bill.  But  how  clergymea 
"on  the  verge  of  penury"  are  to  be  kept  from  it  by  a  dole  of  £i  a 
year  (less  than  2s.  a  week)  we  really  do  not  understand. 
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From  the  Standatd,  J«ne  I2th,  1899. 

"  Aa  the  late  Mr.  Froude  well  siiid,  DemocracieH  cannot  nuiuge 
Colonies,  neither  can  they  do  wh&t  is  neceaaKry  for  maintaining  ui 
Imperial  preitigr.  Badicalism  may,  or  may  not,  be  a  very  good 
creed  for  a  self' contained  country.  But  it  would  never  do  fw 
England,  whose  position  of  undisputed  supremacy  would  soon  be 
wrecked,  if  the  Radical  leaders  had  their  way." 
Yet  EnglAnd  has  managed  to  survive  hal£  a  century  of  mostij 
Liberal  Uoveromfnt. 


Frmn  the  N«wca8tle  Daily  Leader,  J»ne  \^k,  1899. 

"  Until  quite  recently  the  foreign  policy  of  Lord  Salisbury  was 
the  trump  card  of  the  Conservative  ^Kttj  at  election  times.  But 
nowadays  the  supporters  of  the  Prime  Minister  do  not  know  what 
his  foreign  policy  is,  and  where  they  formerly  spoke  of  hit 
'  strength  '  tbey  now  speak  of  'strengthening  his  hands,' in  which 
change  of  phrase  may  be  perceived  a  really  remarkable  example  of 
disillusion.  So  the  Conservative  party,  through  iCb  central  organisa- 
tion, now  endeavours  to  win  eleotions  on  the  prosperous  condition 
of  trade,  which  is  boldly  described  not  only  as  a  result  of  Toiy 
Government,  bubae  an  invariable  result  of  the  transference  of  power 
from  Liberals  to  Conservatives.  If  it  were  actually  the  fact  that 
Governments  can  inSuence  trade,  and  even  if  it  were  admitted  that 
tbey  can  influence  trade  to  such  an  extent  as  to  turn  depression 
into  prosperity,  the  second  part  of  this  contention  would  neverthe- 
less be  transparently  absurd  and  moat  wildly  opposed  to  the  fact* 
of  the  case.  How  far  are  we  to  go  back  for  comparisons  ?  The 
Financial  Reform  Association,  in  a  reply  to  a  leaSet  circulat«d 
during  the  iiSouthport  contest,  ({oes  back  to  the  time  before  1874. 
What  was  the  condition  of  trade  then  1  Mr.  Gladstone  was  in  power 
from  1868  to  1873.  During  that  period  trade  advanced,  as  was  said, 
'by  leaps  and  bounds,'  from  622  to  682  millions,  a  rise  of 
ICO  millions.  This  was  under  a  Liberal  Goveniroent.  Such  ■ 
time  of  prosperity  the  nation  had  never  known.  But  in  1874 
the  Conservatives  came  into  power.  The  Beaconsfield  Govern- 
ment lasted  until  1880.  Its  history  is  an  unbroken  record  of 
disaster  from  the  trade  point  of  view.  All  historians  of  that  period, 
to  whatever  party  they  are  attached,  bemoan  the  long  commercial 
depression ;  a:id  with  very  sad  reason,  for  under  the  BeaconsGeM 
Administration  our  trade  declined  from  682  to  612  millions,  a  fsll 
of  no  less  than  70  millions.  We  do  not  wish  to  push  the  ai^ument 
to  extremes.  Lord  Beaconsfield  was  responsible  for  the  condition 
of  trade  only  so  far  as  his  policy  was  jjroductive  of  European  unnst 
and  of  uncertainty  at  home.  In  his  time  Mr.  Gladstone  influenced 
trade  very  mightily;  but  only  by  freeing  it  from  its  shackles.  But 
here  is  a  fact  to  be  pondered  over  by  those  for  whose  instruction 
delusive  leaflets  are  issued  from  the  Tory  headquarters.  When  Mr. 
Gladstone  returned  to  power,  aftor  the  overthrow  of  Lord  Beacons- 
field, trade  rose  from  612  millions  to  698  millions  within  tweln 
months.  This  was  a  rise  of  86  millions.  In  1883  it  rose  to  T^ 
millions.  Until  this  present  time  in  which  we  are  living  trade  bu 
never  been  ao  prosperous  under  Conservative  as  uhmt  LJb«nJ 
Governments." 
A  very  oonclnsive  retort  to  a  very  fallacious  Tory  argument 
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From  the  BiTminglujn  Post,  J""^  iflf*.  1899, 

"The  anDU&l  meeting  of  thia  BHsociation  {the  South  Oxon  Cmi- 
aerratire  Associat'unx)  wan  held  on  Saturday,  at  Banbuiy.  .  .  . 
The  Chuirman  (Mr.  A.  W.  Mali)  said  they  had  in  power  the  beet 
Oovemment  this  country  had  had  since  the  days  of  Sir  Bobeit  Peel. 
Even  Liberals  must  admit  that  the  Government  had  paid  the  most 
scrupulous  attention  to  domestic  matters,  and  in  foreign  afiairs  the 
country  had  never  been  in  n  position  of  such  strength  amongst  the 
nations  of  the  world.  It  was  quite  invigorating  to  see  how  admirably 
Lord  Salisbury  directed  the  foreign  policy  so  as  never  to  interfere 
unnecessarily  with  foreign  sentiment.  He  knew  how  to  yield 
RTacefully  in  favour  of  peace  where  vital  interests  are  not  concerned, 
but  we  all  felt  that  the  vital  interests  of  England  were  safe  in  hia 
hands,  and  foreign  nations  felt  it  too.  He  was  quite  aure  President 
Kruf^er  knew  it— but  if  he  did  not  he  veiy  soon  would.  We  had 
another  atrong  minister  in  Mr.  Chamberlain — and  it  was  earnestly 
hoped  that  he  would  be  able  t«  remove  from  the  minds  of  the  Boer 
Government  those  impresaions  which  were  due  to  the  fatal  policy  of 
the  few  miserable  weeks  that  succeeded  Majuba  Hill.  He  hoped 
Mr.  Chamberlain  would  be  able  to  arrange  by  peaceable  and  per- 
suasive menns  for  that  fair  representation  to  which  our  fellow- 
countrymen  in  the  Transvaal  were  clearly  entitled.  He  hoped  Mr. 
Chamberlain  would  take  a  leaf  out  of  the  book  of  the  old  Liberal 

(Arty  in  the  days  of  the  Reform  Bill  of  1832,  and  having  made  up 
lis  mind  what  was  a  fair  and  reasonable  franchise  he  would  insist 
U[>on  the  bill,  the  whole  bill,  and  nothing  but  the  bill.  Mr.  Braasey 
said  after  nil  there  was  something  to  be  Raid  from  President  Kruger  s 
point  of  view.  He  was  in  his  own  country,  and  naturally  did  not 
want  t4>  be  ousted  by  the  Uitlanders,  who  had  come  in  swarms  to 
develop  the  mineral  wealth  of  the  country.  But  they  might  be  sure 
that  the  Government  was  fully  alive  to  the  gravity  of  the  situation, 
and  whatever  was  right  and  reasonable  for  our  fellow-countrymen  in 
the  Transvaal  would  be  secured  for  them." 

^Tr.  Hall  seems  to  forget  that  Mr.  Chamberlain  was  in  office  during 
the  "  few  miserable  weeks  "  following  Majuba,  whilst  the  appeal  from 
a  strong  Tory  to  Mr.  Chamberlain  to  be  a  very  old  Liberal — as  old  as 
1832  in  fact — is  distinctly  amusing. 

From  the  Timas,  Jufie  23rrf,  1899. 

"On  the  question  of  procedure  we  are  to  soiae  extent  in 
sympathy  with  Sir  Heni?  OarapbeU-Bannerman's  protest.  The 
comparatively  modem  practice  of  long  debates  on  the  introduction 
of  Bilk  ia,  DO  doubt,  objectionable.  It  is  true,  too,  as  Mr.  Balfour 
contended  the  other  day,  that  private  members  have  the  right  of 
bringing  in  Bills  without  discussion  at  all.  But  Sir  Henry  was  on 
strong  ground  when  he  reminded  the  House  that  the  ten  minutes 
rule  was  sanctioned  to  facilitate  the  introduction  of  departmental 
and  non-contentious  Bills.  It  can  hardly  have  been  seriously 
supposed  at  any  time  that  the  Opposition  would  regard  the  Tithe 
Rent-charge  BQI  in  that  light,  and  every  imaginable  shadow  of 
doubt  on  the  point  must  have  been  dispelled  by  Monday's  discus- 
It  was  a  gross  abuse  of  the  forms  of  the  House  to  introduce  under 
the  ten  minutes'  role  so  highly  controversial  a  a 
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From  th<  Newcastle  Daily  Leader.  J"nc  ^aih,  I8!(e. 

"We  hardly  think  that  the  Leader  of  the  House  will  be 
overwlielmingly  grateful  to  the  OoneervatiTe  cBudidat«  fot 
East  Ediaburgh.  That  gentleman  wu  striving  to  convince  a 
gathering  of  Edinburgh  electors  the  other  night  that  the  Balfoarian 
policy  of  killing  Homo  Rule  by  kindness  had  becti  entirely 
eucceasful,  and.  am  convincing  proof  that  the  people  are  Ulled  witii 
gratitude  for  what  the  Government  has  done  for  them,  he  men- 
tioned the  fact  that  in  county  Mayo  the  tenant  farmers,  since  the 
passing  of  the  Land  Act  of  1896,  have  been  naming  their  pigs 
'  Arthur  James  Balfour  '. '  " 
We    must    really   see    if   we    cannot  manage    some    "Campbell- 

Bannerman  "  and  "  KJmberley  "  piRs. 


From  the  Times,  June  Oik,  1SB9. 

"The  thirty-seventh  annual  meeting  of  the  delegates  of  the 
Northumberland  and  Durham  Miners'  Permanent  Belief  Fund 
was  held  at  Neircastle  -  on-Tyne  on  Saturday.  Mr.  George 
Parkinson  presided,  and  .  .  .  said  the  Compensation  Act  had 
had  a  decided  effect  on  the  society.  The  owners'  percentages  last 
year  were  over  £2,000  less  than  in  the  preceding  tn-elve  months, 
and  they  had  notices  from  all  the  firms  except  one  — which  was 
doubtful— that  they  could  not  continue  to  pay  percentages.  This 
would  make  a  difference  of  between  £4,000  and  £5,000  in  the 
income  of  the  society.  It  was  impossible  to  tell  what  the  ultimate 
effect  of  the  Compensation  Act  would  be,  as  they  had  only  the  last 
eix  months  of  1^8  on  which  to  base  conclusions.  When  it  had 
been  in  operation  four  or  five  years  they  would  know  its  effect  on 
their  members,  and  especially  on  their  old  men," 
The  question  of  the  efTect  of  tlie  Compensation  Act  on  the  old  m< 

is  becomiag  increasingly  serious. 


From  the  Daily  Oraphic  June  15th,  1899. 

"The  very  Blue  Book  which  the  Government  has  published 
in  defence  of  the  {Indian  Sngnr  Dvtv)  Act  shows  that  there  was  no 
case  for  it.  Ostensibly  the  Bill,  which  is  now  an  Act,  waa  intro- 
duced in  order  to  protect  Indian  sugar  refiners  against  the 
comjietition  of  bounty-fed  sugar  from  Germany  and  Austria.  Tlie 
figures  published  in  tite  Blue  Book  show  that  the  island  of 
Mauritius,  without  a  bounty,  sends  more  sugar  into  India  than 
Germany  and  Austria  conibined.  Therefore  it  is  against  Mauritius 
that  the  Indian  refiners  need  protection,  if  they  need  it  at  all.  This 
protection  the  Act  does  not  give  them,  and  thus,  from  an  Indian 
point  of  view  urged  by  Lord  Curzon,  there  remains  no  case  for 
this  new  legislation.  The  truth  is  that  India  has  been  trented  as 
the  ciiTjnu  rile  on  which  to  make  eiperiments  in  the  way  of  counter- 
vailing sugar  duties  for  the  benefit  of  Mauritius  and  the  West 
Indies.  It  is  astounding  that  Her  Majosey's  Government  should 
have  been  so  ill-advised  as  to  sanction  such  a  proceeding,  and 
it  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  the  House  of  Commons  cannot, 
without  overturning  the  Government,  emphatically  condemn  such 
a  misuse  of  our  Imperial  sovereignity." 
Exactly;  the  large  Government  majority  only  means  that  UnioniBt* 

are  not  willing  to  turn  the  Ministry  out  on  sugar. 
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From  tkt  Times,  Jum  5th,  1899. 

"In  common  with  your  correspondent  'D.,'  I  inveated  in  the 
Niu-chwADD  Bailway  loan  entirely  upon  the  aBBur&nccn  ■■[  her 
Majesty  B  Guvemment,  ae  published  in  the  prospectun  ;  and  whea 
early  in  Miirch  lauC  the  British  Government  tiupported  China  in  her 
refusal  to  rescind  the  contract  for  the  loAU  at  the  dictation  of 
Russia,  it  aeemed  that  at  last  a  stand  iras  to  be  taken  against  the 
encroachraents  on  British  interests.  Then  came  the  Ati|;lo- 
Russian  Agreement,  which  Lord  Salisbury  assured  us  contained 
^■ecial  clauses  safeftuarding  the  interests  of  the  Northern  Chinese 
Railway.  That  agreement,  signed  on  April  28th,  has,  it  seems, 
been  so  drawn  that  the  interests  of  the  Chinese  Government  and 
of  the  bondholders  are  as  much  exposed  to  the  machinations  of 
M.  de  Giera  as  before.  While  the  British  Government  in  March  held 
the  Chinese  authorities  to  their  bargain,  the  agreement  with  Russia 
prepares  the  way  to  comp-Cition  which  will  in  all  probability  make 
it  impossible  for  the  Chinese  to  carry  out  their  contract.  By  all 
means  let  Russia,  if  she  can  fairly  do  so,  connect  her  Siberian 
railway  system  with  Peking  ;  but  in  view  of  the  assurances  given 
tu  the  Chinese  Government  that  we  shall  protect  China  against  the 
consequences  of  having  given  a  concession  to  British  inveatora,  we 
cannot  allow  Russia  to  build  a  line  which  would  strike  directly  at 
the  prosperity  of  the  Niu-chwang  concession  hy  touching  at 
Shanbaikwan.  Such  a  line  would  Im  a  direct  violation  of  the  spirit 
of  the  sgreemeDt." 

Ltlttr  Jmm  "  H," 
ll  remains  to  be  saen  how  the  Governmeot  after  guaranteeing  the 

Hin-chwang  Railway  safeguards  it. 


Government  Blue  Books  and  Returns- 
Tun  Tbamsv**!  Papers    Relating    to    the    Complaints    of 
iHE  iRANSVAAL      British  Subjects  in  the  South  African  Republic. 
Bl0.  Book.          [C-934B.]    Price  2a. 
The  Transvaal  Blue  Book  tells  the  story  of  events  in  South  Africa 
for  the  pant  eighteen  months  up  to  the  meeting  of  the  Blomfontein 
conference.     It  reveals  the  fact  that  in  spite  of  the  suppression  of  the 
insurrectioD  in  January,  181:16,  Johannesburg  has  continued  in  a  state 
of  simmenDg  unrest.      The  original  Outlander  leaders  being  debarred 
by  their  own  undertakings  from  taking  part  in  politics,  the  work  at 
agitation  was  carried  on  by  a  body  lulled  the  South  African  League. 
llie  Acting    British  Agent  at  Pretoria  describes  its  President  and 
Committee  as  "  belonging  to  a  highly  educated  professional  class,"  and 
^  League  itself  as  being  neither  financed  by  capitalists  nor  composed 
of  low  elementa.     Its  members  are  for  the  most  part  bond  fide  middle- 
class  British  subjects.      Its  proceedings  seem  to  be  energetic,  but  ito 
objects  and  methods  purely  constitutional.    On  the  other  hand,  Lieut.- 
Onieral  Butler  viewed  the  League  with  suspicion. 

1.  Chrnnie  Grievaneeg. — Agreat  part  of  the  book  ia  taken  up  with 
correspondeoce  on  the  subject  of  grievances  with  which  tlie  pnblic  is 
already  familiar.     These  way  be  tabulated  as  follows : — 
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(a)  The  exclusion  of  English  from  its  proper  place  in  the  educatum 
provided  liy  the  State  schools — ooiripelling  the  OutUnders  to  esUblisb 
an  expensive  educational  system  of  their  own. 

(6)  The  unsatisfactory  character  of  the  municipal  govemmeot  of 
Johannesburg,  and  the  illusory  character  of  the  new  municipal  law. 

(c)  The  heavy  taxes  and  burdens  on  the  mining  industry.  A 
Special  Commission  recommended  the  removal  of  a  great  number  of 
theae,  but  its  report  was  disregarded. 

(rf)  The  lax  administration  of  the  liquor  laws — resulting  in  the 
permaaeDt  incapacitation  through  drink  of  from  20  to  30  per  cent,  of 
the  native  labourers. 

(«)  The  laws  interfering  with  the  liberty  of  the  Prew. 

(/)  The  law  empowering  the  Government  to  expel  aliens,  or  nUegiM 
tliem  to  fixed  localities,  without  appeal  to  the  law  courts. 

(ff)  The  subversion  of  the  independence  of  the  High  CoarC  Beoch. 

(h)  The  insolence  and  inefficiency  of  the  Boer  police. 

(t)  Commandeering  and  the  ill-treatment  of  Britiah  coloured 
subjects. 

Incidents  under  the  above  heads  were  perpetually  arising,  and 
were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  authorities  at  home  through  Sir 
Alfred  Milner  and  the  British  Resident  of  Johannesburg,  somelimcB 
on  the  motion  of  the  South  African  League,  sometimes  without  ib 
The  complaints  were  supported  by  affidavits,  attesting  the  facts,  and 
where  these  were  considered  substantiated,  remonstrances  were 
addressed  to  the  Transvaal  Government.  The  correspondence  shows  a 
strained  and  heated  state  of  feeling,  and  Sir  Alfred  Milner  and  Um 
British  Resident  freely  express  their  own  opinions  and  impreasiona 
Nowhere  is  the  prevalent  irritation  more  clearly  shown  than  in  the 
despatches  of  Sir  Alfred  Milner  on  the  ill-treatment  of  British 
ooloared  subjects. 

The  British  authorities  having  objected  to  the  commandeering  of 
British  coloured  subjects  for  a  native  expedition,  the  Transvaal  police 
retorted  by  some  organised  night  raids  upon  their  houses,  wilji  the 
ostensible  object  of  enforcing  the  law  requiring  all  coloured  peraoitS' 
to  carrypasses  and  wear  badges.  These  raids  were' attended  with  con- 
siderable brutality  and  outrage.  Upon  the  application  of  the  British 
authorities  the  officer  responsible  was  suspended,  but,  after  a  formal 
inquiry,  was  reiastated.  Sir  Alfied  Milner  (on  March  10th)  addressed 
an  energetic  remonstrance  to  the  Transvaal  Government,  declaring 
that  tlieir  decision  had  produced  a  painful  impression  upon  his  mind, 
and  that  the  conduct  of  the  police  amounted  to  persecution,  and  was 
a  violation  of  an  understanding  previously  arrived  at.  The  Transvul 
State  Secretary  in  reply  protested  against  the  cone  of  this  remon- 
strance. Tn  reporting  this  to  Mr.  Chamberlain,  Sir  Alfred  Milner 
observes  (March  28th)  r— 

"  I  am  not  particularly  perturbed  by  the  last  paragraph  of  tb» 
State  Secretary's  note.  My  obs.-rvationa  to  which  he  was  replying 
were  also  strong.  I  never  expected  a  soft  answer  to  those  obsem- 
tions,  my  object  in  making  them  being  to  impress  upon  the  Govsm- 
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ment  of  the  Soutb  African  Republic  that  I  folt  keenlr  about  the  nial- 
trcatmeDt  of  the  coloured  people,  (tnd  to  make  them  more  alive  to  the 
neoessilyof  restraining  the  violence  of  their  officials.     ,     ,     , 

"  Experience  has  taught  me  that  gentle  remonstrances  are  perfectly 
DselesB,  nhile  emphatic  remonstrftaces  are  very  likely  to  elicit,  aa  in 
this  case,  a  reply  of  mnch  acerbity.  It  is,  however,  my  deliberate 
opinion  that,  while  abstaining  as  much  as  I  can  from  any  represesta- 
tioos  whatever,  it  is  better,  when  I  am  forced  to  make  them,  to  speak 
with  as  much  plainness  aa  tlie  circumstances  warrant.  Plain  tpeakinq 
will  not  aggravate  a  »ititation  uAieh  i»  aiready  about  at  ttrained  as  it 

2.  Eventt  leading  to  tite  present  crisis. — The  event  which  ultimately 
precipitated  the  present  crisis  was  the  kiUing,  on  December  18th,  189a, 
by  a  Johannesburg  policeman  of  an  Englishman,  a  boiler-maker  named 
Edgar.  Edgar,  in  a  brawl,  had  knocked  down  another  man,  and  left 
him  either  senseless  or  drunk.  The  police  were  sent  for,  but  Edgar 
had  by  this  time  gone  home  to  bed.  Four  policemen  nevertJieless  went 
to  his  house,  and  broke  into  it,  and  as  he  came  out  of  his  bedroom  to 
meet  them  one  of  them  shot  him  dead  in  the  presence  of  hia  wife.  The 
justification  he  put  forward  was  that  Kdgar  had  hit  him  ou  the  head 
with  a  stick.  The  policeman  was  arrested,  but,  on  enquiry,  released 
by  the  public  prosecutor,  on  the  ground  that  the  case  was  one  of 
justitiable  homicide.  The  British  Resident  immediately  protested, 
and  ultimately  the  policeman  was  re-arrested.  Before  this  was  done, 
howevei',  the  Outlandera,  highly  incensed  by  the  incident,  fortned  a 
committee,  and  drew  up  a  strongly  worded  petition  to  the  Queen  on  the 
subject  of  the  behaviour  of  the  police.  The  British  Resident,  partly  on 
theground  that  the  Boer  Government  had  just  re-arrested  the  policeman, 
and  also  suspended  the  officer  of  police  above  referred  to,  who  was 
responsible  for  the  night  raids  on  British  coloured  subjects,  and  partly 
because  tlie  substance  of  the  petition  had  been  already  publicly  read 
by  a  deputation  to  the  British  Consul,  declined  to  present  it.  The 
Boer  authorities  thereupon  arrested  two  leaders  of  the  deputation  on 
a  charge  of  contravening  the  law  of  public  meetings.  A  meeting  was 
thereupon  called  of  the  South  African  League  {Jan.  Hth)  to  protest 
against  these  arrests  and  draw  up  another  petition  to  the  Queen. 
Permission  was  given  to  hold  the  meeting  but  it  was  violently  broken  up 
by  an  organised  gang  of  Boer  roughs,  the  police  standing  by  nnd  refusing 
to  inter^-ene  Numerous  affidavits  were  filed,  asserting  that  the  riot 
was  organised  by  Boer  Government  Officials,  but  the  Government,  in 
answer  to  a  protest  from  the  British  Resident,  declined  to  take  any 
action,  observing  that  the  courts  of  the  country  were  open.  On  Feb. 
3tith  the  policeman  who  shot  Edgar  was  brought  to  trial,  but  under 
the  direction  and  with  the  approval  of  the  judge  the  Boer  jury 
acquitted  him.  This  verdict  produced  the  greatest  indignation  among 
the  Ontlander  community.  Meanwhile  the  petition  to  the  Queen  was 
proceeded  with — over  20,000 signatures  were  obtained— on  March  24th 
it  was  handed  to  Mr.  Conyngliam  Greene,  and  despatched  by  him  to 
Sir  Alfred  Milner.     On  RIarch  28th  it  was  forwarded  by  Sir  Alfred 
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Mflner  to  Mr.  ChomberlEun.     This  petition  was  couched  in  tnodemte 
langiuf^.     It  enumerated  the  grievances  above  referred  to — dedawd   , 
that  the  condition  of  the  petitioners  was  intolerable  and  appealed  for 
the  Queen's  protection  and  assistance. 

3.  Sir  Al/rtd  Miiner'  Degpatcli.— The  petition  to  the  Qoeen 
brought  the  agitation  to  a  bead,  and  it  seems  to  have  been  universally 
felt  that  a  new  element  had  been  introduced  into  the  Bituation. 
President  Krnger  approached  the  Chamber  of  Ikfines,  and,  in  bis  public 
speeches,  assumed  a  more  conciliatory  attitude,  but  his  proposals  were 
not  regarded  as  satisfactory.  It  was  while  the  petition  was  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Home  Government  that,  on  May  5th,  Sir  Alfred  ^ 
Miiner  addressed  a  long  and  important  telegraphic  despatch  to  Hr. 
Chamberlain.  It  was  written  in  a  forcible  and  even  a  vehement  s^le. 
It  dealt  generally  with  the  grievances  of  the  Outlanders,  scouted  the 
suggestion  that  the  agitation  was  the  work  of  capitalists,  and  dwelt 
upon  the  special  hardship  with  which  the  grievances  weighed  upon 
persons  accustomed  to  British  institutions.  He  declared  that  the  root 
of  the  evil  lay  in  the  Franchise — "  the  only  effective  way  of  helping 
our  subjects  is  to  help  them  to  cease  to  be  our  subjects."  The  case  for 
intervention  he  declared  to  be  "  overwhelming."  He  insisted  npoti 
the  aubEtantial  unity  of  South  Africa  ("  the  relations  between  the 
British  colonies  and  the  two  republics  are  intimate  to  a  degree  which 
one  must  live  in  South  Africa  in  order  to  fully  realise  "),  and  emphaaiMd 
Great  Britain's  paramount  position.  Further,  he  even  asserted  that 
the  situation  in  the  Transvaal  was  producing  disaffection  in  the  Cape.  | 
"  I  regret  to  say  that  this  doctrine  (that  of  an  independent  Dutch  ' 
South  Africa),  supported  as  it  is  by  a  ceaseless  stream  of  malignant  lies 
about  the  intentions  of  the  British  Government,  is  producing  a  grest 
effect  upon  a  large  number  of  our  Dutch  fellow  colonists.  Thousands 
of  men  peaceably  disposed,  and,  if  left  alone,  perfectly  satisfied 
with  their  position  as  British  subjects,  are  being  drawn  into  disaffec- 
tion, and  there  is  a  corresponding  exasperation  on  the  side  of  the 
British." 

4.  The  BloemfonUin  Ctm/eience.— To  this  iraporUnt  despatch  llr. 
Chamberlain  addressed  a  detailed  reply — approveti  of  it«  general  tenoar 
and  declared  that  though  "most  unwilling  to  depart  from  their  attitude 
of  reserve  and  expectancy,"  the  Government  could  not  "  permanently 
ignore  the  exceptional  and  arbitrary  treatment  to  which  their  fellow- 
countrymen  are  exposed."  It  concluded  by  suggesting  that  Sir  Alfred 
Miiner  sliould  offer  to  meet  President  Kruger  in  conference  st 
Pretoria. 

This  despatch  was  sent  off  on  May  10th.  On  the  following  morn- 
ing Mr.  Chamberlain  received  a  telegram  from  Sir  Alfred  Miiner, 
announcing  that  he  had  been  approached  by  Mr.  Hofmeyr,  and  Hr. 
Schreiner,  the  Cape  Premier,  on  the  suggestion  of  President  Steyn, 
with  a  view  to  a  similar  conference  at  Bloemfontein.  Sir  Alfred 
intimated  that  he  had  by  no  means  jumped  at  the  idea.  He  had 
desired  that  the  subjects  of  the  conference  should  he  particularimd; 
otherwise  "ib  might,  I  fear,  only  reveal  the  immense  distance  between 
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US."  He  had  said  Uifit  he  would  c»6nsider  tbe  matter,  bat  was  not  to 
be  turned. 

Mr.  Cbamberlain  wired  back  on  May  1 2bh,  informing  Sir  Alfred 
Milner  of  his  own  suggestion  then  on  the  way.  He  would  liave  pre- 
ferred either  Cape  Town  or  Pretoria  as  the  place  of  the  conference,  but 
anthorised  Sir  Alfred  to  oonsent  to  meet  President  Kroger  at  Bloem- 
(onteio.  The  conference  was  arranged— Sir  Alfred  Milner  first  securing 
that  an  encooraging  ad  interim  reply  should  be  given  to  the  petition. 
Tel^^ramH  were  interchanged  between  Sir  Alfred  and  Mr.  Chamberlain 
as  to  the  lines  to  be  taken  at  the  conference,  and  with  these  the  Blue 
Book  ebds. 

It  should  be  stated  that  this  Blue  Book  scarcely  contains  any 
reference  to  the  Jameson  raid,  which  seems  to  be  reganied  merely  as 
an  eiDbarrassing  but  transient  incident  id  the  revolt  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Johannesburg. 

Correspondence  relating  to  the  claim  of  the 

The  JakbsO!!  Raid.    South  African  Republic  for  damages  on  account 

of  Dr.  Jameson's  Raid.    [C-  9343.1   Price  ^d. 

Mr.  Kruger's  "  little  bill "  for  the  Raid  was  originally  presented 

under  two  headings  — 

£         8.   d. 

(a)     Material  damages  677,938     3     3 

ib)     Morol.or  intellectual  damages...      1,000,000     0     0 


£1,677,938    3    3 
Lord    Roemead,    who    forwarded  the    demand  to  the    home    govern- 
ment,   characterised   as    "preposterous"    this   demand    for    "a  cool 
million,"  and  with  reference  to  the  first  item  applied  the  same  word  to 
the  following  two  entries  contained  in  its  particulars  : — 

£       s.  d. 

(8)  Compensation   to   commandeered    burghera    for 

their  services,  and  for  the  troubles  and  losses 

brought  upon  them 462,120     0     0 

(9)  Account  of  expenses  of  the  Orange  Free  State...       36,011   19     1 
On  April  10th,  1897,  Mr.  Chamborlain  wrote  a  despatch  to  Tjord 

Rosmead,  declining  altogether  to  present  to  the  Chartered  Company 
the  claim  for  the  million,  and  for  the  rest  saying : — 

'*  As  it  is  apparent  from  the  nature  of  the  figures  that  the  Oovemment 
of  the  South  African  Republic  have  proceeded  on  very  precise  data  in 
arriving  at  the  various  sums  to  which  they  lay  claim,  her  Majesty's 
Qoremment,  before  offering  any  obBervations  on  this  part  of  the  claim, 
would  ask  his  Honour  to  be  so  good  as  to  furnish  them  with  full  particulars 
•f  the  way  in  which  the  different  items  comprised  in  the  first  head  have  been 

The  Boer  Government  made  no  reply  to  this  request  for  particulars, 
and  on  March  4th,  1898,  the  Chartered  Company  suggested  to  Mr. 
Chamberlain  that  the  diflferences  shonld  be  referred  tQ  arhitf ation. .  iAt 


D.D.t.zea  by  Google 


304  TBE   LIBBRAL   HAOAZIITK.  {July.  IMS' 

length  on  Mfty  Slh,  1698,  the  Transvaal  said  that  the  particalare 
alrewly  given  were  lufficient.  Air.  Chambertoln,  however  (Jnly  Ist), 
iniUted  on  "detailii  and  vouchers,"  These  were  eventually  sapplied, 
and  furnished'  very  inteveHiogi reading.-  'Thirty  'poundn  apiece  is 
claimed  for  15,40-1  burghers  who  were  ooinmandeered,  though  it  i» 
aaaerted  that  only  a  few  hundred  took  the  field,  and  in  many  wayB  the 
details  are  provocative  of  eriticisni.  The  Chartered  CSompany  declare 
that  the  totals  are  far  too  high,  and  again  propose  arbitration : — 

"  Mf  dirsctun  are  Htnoervly  desirou*  that  n  friendly  settlement  should  be 
arrived  at  io  the  hope  that  a  bettor  underatandiog  with  the  Government  of 
the  South  African  Republic  may  be  thus  promoted.  They  had  hoped  that, 
on  receipt  of  detailed  statements  from  the  Government  of  the  South  African 
Etepubtic,  it  would  have  been  possible  to  make  an  offer  which  would  have 
fully  met  all  the  claims  which  could  justly  be  made  against  the  company. 
They  exceedin^lj  regret  that  it  has  not  been  possible  to  disoorer  from  the 
accounts  Rubmitted  even  the  approximate  amount  of  the  expenses  incurred 
-'  u  with  the  Jameson  incursion;  and.  under  these  circumstancea. 


they  feel  that  the  only  course  now  open  to  them  is  to  repeat  the  suggestion 
contained  in  my  letter  of  March  4th,  1898,  that  the  whole  matter  should  be 
referred  to  arbitration. 

"  I  am,  accordingly,  to  ask  that  proposals  to  this  effect  may  be  made  to 
the  Government  of  the  South  African  Republic,  on  the  understanding  that 
the  terms  of  the  reference  shall  be  limited  to  an  adjudication  upon  the 
material  damages  claimed,  and  an  audit  of  the  expenses  incurred  which  can 
be  properly  attributed  to  Dr.  Jameson's  incursion,  us  distinct  from  the 
disturfattnces  in  Johannesburg." 

This  request  has  been  transmitted  to  the  Boers,  with  an  endorsement 
by  Mr.  Chamberlain  that  it  is  fair  and  reasonable. 


A  return  for  England  and  Wales  giving  the 

School  Children     numberof childreuattendingelementaryschoolii 

WoBKtHQ  FOR         known  to  be  working  for  wages  or  employed 

Waoies.  forprofit,  with  their  ages,Btandajrda,  ocoupationa, 

hours  of  work  and  rat«s  of  pay,  has  been  issuetl 

by  the  Education  Department.     Price  3d. 

In  the  introductory  memorandum  it  is  stated  that  many  of  the 
returns  are  defective,  owing  to  the  following  reasons.  The  names  of 
children  in  regular  employment  only  have  been  entered.  The  name» 
of  children  who  have  not  received  wages  have  been  omitted.  Where 
the  employment  has  been  considered  not  to  be  prejudicial  to  health  no 
return  has  been  made.  Employment  during  school  hours  has  been 
omitted.  Returns  are  avowedly  incomplete  through  inability  or 
uawUlingness  to  give  the  required  information. 

The  schedules  which  were  returned  filled  up  in  time  for  tabulation 
contained  the  names  of  144,036  children,  of  whom  110,161  were  boys 
and  33,e6S  were  girls. 

Ot  these  131  were  under  7  years  of  age,  38,489  were  between  7 
and  11,  and  104,589  were  over  11  years  of  age;  the  ages  of  817  children 
were  not  stated. 
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The  following  are  the  standards  in  which  the  children  employed 
were  being  instmoted  at  the  date  of  the  return : — 


Per 

Per 

TboQHand 

ThonMDd 

Standard. 

Children. 

on  RegiRters 

in  111 

Bcbookin 

Standard. 

Children. 

onRegiate™ 

in  all 

Khoob  in 

189B. 

1898. 

0 

3291 

1 

» 

37,316 

88 

1 

3,890  f 

6 

21.975 

103 

2 

11.686 

16 

7 

96 

Ex-7 

4 

36.907 

62 

Not  abated 

636 

'e  employed  are  summarised 


15,162 
2,435 


6,278 


The  occupations  in  which  the  children  a 
as  follows  : — 
Piece-work — chiefly  hoys  : 

Selling  newspapers 

Hawking  goods 

Other  occupations,'  such  as  those  connected  with 
sporta  (chiefly  caddies  on  golf  links),   taking 

dinneiH,  knocking  up,  etc 

Time-work — chiefly  boys : 

In  shops  or  ranning  errands  for  shopkeepers 

Agricultural  occupations 

Odd  jobs  as  boot  and  knife-cleaning,  etc.  ("house- 
boys") 

Domeetic  employment — girls  only  (with  one  or   two 
exceptions) : 
Minding  babies 
Other  housework,  including  laundry  work,  etc.  ... 

Needlework,  and  like  occupations  

As  regards  the  number  of  hours  per  week  during  which  the  chil- 
dren worked,  in  4,434  cases  hours  were  not  stated,  39,355  worked  less 
than  ten  hours,  60,368  from  ten  to  twenty  hours,  27,008  from  twenty- 
one  to  thirty  hours,  while  the  hours  of  the  remaining  12,961  ranged 
from  thirty-one  to  over  eighty-one. 


^6,1 73 


10,636 


11,566 
9,2S4 
4,019 


VnitiKTAftvarRooLs  Return   of  the  public  elementary  schools 

Clotbd  '*"'■  P™^*^"*  ^y  School  Boards  which  haye  been 

closed  or  transferred  to  School  Boards  since 
the  Voluntary  Schools  Act,  1897,  came  into  operation. 

Of  the  46  clo«ed  schools  10  were  closed  for  "  no  reason 
assigned,"  14  because  of  decreased  attendance  or  flnancial  strain 
arising  in  consequence,  and  7  because  of  the  objection  taken  by  the 
Department  tothe  school  premises.  Of  the  39  (rofw/errerf  schools.  In  17 
cases  this  arose  from  defective  or  inadequate  premises,  in  12  for 
not  assigned,  and  in  6  owing  to  financial  difficulties. 
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The  Mi^razines  for  July. 


The  NijrBTEKWTH  Cbntdey  gives  first  place  to  a  decidedly  Jingo  article 
on  ShaU  toe  lose  South  Africa  t  by  Sir  Sidney  Shippard,  K.C.M.G., 
late  admiDistrator  and  chief  magistrate  of  British  BechuonalAud. 
Sir  John  Gorst  writes  on  School  Children  at  Wage-EarTifrs.  The 
Countess  of  Aberdeen  discusses  The  International  Cmincil  of 
Women  in  Congresa,  and  liliss  Octavia  Hill  The  Open  Space*  of  the 
Future.  There  are  also  articles  on  Ib  there  Really  a  "  Crint "  in 
the  Church,  by  Sir  Charles  Eoe ;  on  Old  Age  Penmona  in  France, 
by  Mr.  Arthur  F.  Wood ;  and  on  PeiHiamentary  OovemTttent  in 
Japan,  by  Mr.  H  N.  G.  Bushby. 

ToTHB  CoNTEJtpOBAEV  Revikw  Mr.  Herbert  Paul  contributes  a  delights 
ful  article  on  The  Congervaiigm  of  Pretident  Kruger.  It  is  certainly 
a  curious  paradox  that  English  Tories  should  be  so  insistent  about 
a  man's  natural  and  inalienable  right  to  the  franchise.  There 
is  another  South  African  article  by  Mr.  Frank  ftaHbrd,  who 
writes  on  The  Voice  of  the  UitUmderi.  Cftnon  Hicks  has  an 
article  on  The  Present  Phase  of  the  Temperance  Question.  Dr. 
William  Barry  discusses  T?ie  Troubles  of  a  Calludie  Democracy, 
and  "  A  Modem  Catholic  "  The  PosnbUity  of  a  Catholic  Univer- 
sity. "  RitortUB,"  whoever  he  may  be,  writes  on  The  Imperialism 
of  British  Trade. 

The  Fortniohtly  Rbvibw  gives  first  place  to  an  article  called  Lord 
Palmerston — with  Serves,  which  is  intended  to  be  a  description 
of  Lord  Roeebery.  At  sJl  events  the  writer  has  written  an  inter- 
esting article.  "  K  "  tries  to  find  Rally  Points  for  the  Liberal 
Party ;  "  Diplomaticus  "  discusses  The  "  Jfeui  Siltiation  "  in  South 
AJrica.  There  are  also  articles  on  The  International  Council  of 
Women,  by  Mr.  Gilbert  Parker  and  Mrs.  May  Wright  Sewall,  and 
on  The  Shop  Seats  Bill  Movement,  by  Margaret  Hudinge  Irwin. 

The  N  ational  Review  has  a  symposium  in  which  three  Tory  M.F.'s  set 
themselves  to  answer  the  interesting  question  Is  the  Unionist 
Committed  to  Old  Age  Pensions  f  The  writers  are  Mr.  C.  A. 
Whitmore,  M.P.,  Sir  John  Dorington,  Bart.,  M.P.,  and  Mr. 
Edward  Bond,  M.P.  Their  answer  to  the  question  may  not  un- 
fairly  be  summed  up  as  being  "  We  hope  not."  Admiral  Mozse 
writes  on  The  Ci-oil  War  in  France,  and  Mr.  F.  C.  Conybeare  on 
A  Study  in  Jew  Baiting.  There  is  a  very  interesting  article  on 
The  Commonwealth  of  Australia,  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Wise,  Q.C.,  M.P., 
one  of  the  New  South  Wales  Delegates  to  the  Federal  Con- 
vention. There  are  the  usual  admirable  chronicles — Episodes  of 
the  Month,  American  Affairs  (by  Mr.  A.  Maurice  Low)  and  Greater 
Britain. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

The  Record  of  Members'  Votes  and  Attendances  for  the  present 
FarliameDt  (uaually  known  as  the  "  Recording  Angel " )  is  in  pre- 
paration, and  will  be  ready  early  in  September.  Subscriptions  are 
now  being  received,  of  which  further  particulars  will  be  found  on  the 
opposite  page. 

Two  new  leaflets  have  been  issued  by  the  Liberal  Publication  De- 
partment during  the  past  month : — 

No.  1,809,  The  Ntw  Church  Dole:  Stmte  Striking  Figures  (from 
the  "  Daily  News  ").     2  pp.  (3s.  per  1,000). 

No.  1,810,  The  Tories  and  Trade.     2  pp.  (3a.  per  1,000). 

A  series  of  new  leaflets  is  in  preparation,  and  will  be  ready  early 
in  September.     Full  particulars  will  be  given  next  month. 
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(M  Mr.  Oluunberl&ill  on  the  Small  Houses  Bill. 

"  Tlie  only  reason  Kiren  agaiast  the  Bill  had  been  the  ^neraJ  reasan 
th&tit  wouldnot  beof  anjuae.  Thatiseuehad  now  tobe  tned.  Whether 
it  was  of  use  or  not  depended,  of  course,  in  a  great  meaanre  on  the  workinj; 
claases,  whether  they  desired  it,  now  that  the  Bill  was  passed,^  as  mucii  m 
tliey  appeared  to  do  when  it  was  only  promised.  If  he  might  judge  by  the 
very  large  correspondence  whicli  readied  him  from  all  parte  of  the  coimtiy 
on  the  subject,  there  must  l>e  a  great  number  of  working  men  who  would 
i;1adlv  take  advantage  of  it.  But,  in  the  second  place,  the  success  of  the 
Bill  defended  on  the  local  anthoritiee.  It  was  true  that  the  small  holdings 
legislation  hail  been  taken  much  less  advantage  of  than  its  promoters 
anticipated,  but  tliat  was  Iracause,  in  his  opinion,  the  carrying  out  of  that 
legislation  had  been  left  to  the  authority  of  the  county  councils,  which  had 
to  deal  with  so  large  an  area  tliat  they  hail  not  the  requisite  local  know- 
ledge of  individual  circumstances.  He  hoped  some  aniendments  might  be 
made  in  tliat  Act  and  further  opportunity  afforded  for  testing  it  in  tbtt 
country  districts.  In  tlie  present  case  thoy  had  given  the  execution  of  the 
Act  into  the  hands  of  authorities  which  were  really  local,  and  npon  whom 
could  be  brought  the  personal  pressure  of  the  persons  who  would  desire  to 
take  advantage  of  it.  He  contented  himself  ny  saying  that  here  was  a 
Bill  which  carried  out  one  of  the  most  important  promises  the  Unionist 

erty  gave  at  the  general  election.  They  believed  and  they  hoped  it  would 
suucesaful  and  that  it  would  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  working-claaa 
population.  They  had  receivol  no  assistance  in  carrying  it  throngh  the 
Jlouse  from  the  other  side,  and  tliat  other  side  were  committed  by  thoae 
who  liad  hitherto  represented  them  to  the  opinion  that  the  Act  would  he 
useless.     He  simply  awaited  the  judgment  of  the  community." 

(2)  Loid  Spencer  on  the  Clerical  Tithes  Bill. 

"  He  ifBs  opposed  also  to  the  Clerical  Tithes  Bill,  wldch  had  been 
introiluced  by  the  Government  owing,  he  supposed,  to  the  pressure  of  their 
clerical  frienils.  The  Bill  threw  a  burden  on  the  ratepayers  genenJly, 
whilst  it  relieved  a  class  only,  and  not  in  many  instances  the  poorest  of  the 
class.  He  sympathised  heartily  with  many  clergy  who,  no  doubt,  had  not 
the  income  they  ought  to  have.  But  the  Churcli  of  England  was  one  of 
the  richest  churches  in  Christendom,  and  why  did  they  not  do  what  was 
done  in  other  churches  of  this  country  ?  Whv  could  not  two  milUcoi 
churchmen  come  forward  and  say  they  would  each  put  down  a  guinea  T  If 
they  did,  this  grant  of  £87,000  a  year  would  almoet  be  raised  at  once.  It 
was  a  remarkable  fact  that  both  Conservative  candidates  at  Uldham  bad 
declared  that  if  they  had  been  in  the  House  of  Commons  they  would  have 
voted  against  the  (lovernnient  on  this  question.  Snrely  in  that  circum- 
stance tiiey  liad  the  greatest  condemnation  of  the  Bill." 

(3)  Lord  OeoTge  Hamilton  on  the  Transvaal, 

"  I  am  absolutely  certain  that  no  Government  in  this  countiy,  whatever 
may  be  its  compositiozi.  or  from  whatever  source  it  is  drawn,  can  pnt  for- 
ward on  behalf  of  our  fellow-country  men  in  the  Transvaal  more  moderate 
pro[)osats  than  those  which  have  been  formulated  hj  the  present  Gorem- 
ment,  and  I  am  etjnally  certain  that  no  Government  in  this  country  would 
ever  hold  office  if  it  attempted  in  any  way  to  run  away  from  the  enfoite- 
ment  of  proposals  so  moderate.  1  am  hopeful  that  so  soon  as  the  practical 
unanimity  of  ttie  people  of  this  country  is  known  in  the  Transvaala  policy 
of  conciliation  will  l>e  adopted  by  those  there  with  whom  we  are  at  pr»>enC 
at  difference,  and  that  the  upshot  of  the  present  crisis  may  be  a,  peaceaUe 
and  permanently  satisfactory  solution  of  a  difficulty  which  unquestionably 
endangers  the  peace  and  iinpedea  the  progress  of  the  whole  of  South  Africa. 


bvGoogIc 


THK  LIBERAL   HAOAZIKEk 


THE   DIARY    OF    THE    MONTH. 


1899. 
Jul7    3. — House  of  Lords.     London  Government  Bill- 
Report.      Lord   Hawkesbury's  Amendment 
for  diriding  "Greater  Weatminater "   into   two 
separate  boroughs  lost  by  74  to  22  (majoritj  52.) 

Education  of  Children  Bill  passed 
throngb  Committees 

House  of  Commons.  Royal  Nig;er  Company — 
Statement  by  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach.  Speech 
by  Sir  H.  Campbell- Banaerman. 

Small  Houses  (Acquisition  of  Owner- 
ship) Bill — Report  stage  concluded. 

Military  Works  BUI  —  Second  reading 
debate.  Speeches  by  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman  and  Mr.  Wjrndham. 

Workmen's  Trains  Deputation  to  Sir  Henry  Camp- 
bell-Bannerman. 

„      4. — House  of  Lords.      London  Government  Bill 

read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

House  of  Commons.  Private  Legislation 
Procedure  (Scotland)  Bill  —  Report 
stage  concluded. 

Small  Houses  (Acquisition  of  Owner^ 
ship)  Sm  read  a  third  time.  Speech  by 
(I)  Mr.  Chamberlain. 

Improvement  of  Land  Bill  read  a  second 
time.     Speech  by  Mr.  Long. 

„  5. — House  of  Commons.  Agriculture  and  Tech- 
nical Instruction  (Ireland)  BUI  read 
a  second  time  without  a  division.  Speeches  by 
Mr.  Dillon  and  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour. 

(2)  Lord  Spencer  at  Cambridge  on  CaiTent  Politics. 

(3)  Lord  George   Hamilton  at  Chiswick  on  the 

TransTaaL 
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11)  Sir  H.  Oampbell-Baim«nna]l  on  the  MiliUr;  Works  Bill. 

"  He  hiinxelf  niiule  a  more  iiiodeKt  requent  of  tlie  Government — not  tbA& 
they  shonld  pve  tlie  detailn  of  what  waa  spent  last  year  and  of  what  was 
going  to  l>e  ajient  next  year,  althonsh  he  Hliouhl  like  to  liave  that,  but  that 
lliej  nhould  at  least  have  a  Bcliedule  in  the  Bill  whicli  explained  to  the 
House  of  Commons  where  and  for  what  purpose  this  money  was  to  b» 
expended.  He  bIiouM  like  not  only  the  Keneral  heailt  of  paipUHes  all  over 
the  world  t«  uliich  it  was  to  Iw  devoted,  bnt  the  particular  places  and  the 
particular  sen'ices  for  wliich  it  was  to  be  used  ;  tliey  would  then  be  not 
only  thoroughly  informed,  bnt  aiw)  better  able  tocontrol  the  policy  involved 
in  this  measure.  He  was  tmund  to  say  xonie  control  waa  reqaired,  liecauae 
thexe  loanK  came  faxt  and  farionn  upon  tlie  country.  At  the  end  of  the 
financial  year  tliere  would  still  remain  unexpended  uoder  the  nrei-ions  Act 
two  and  three -quarter  uiiliionH,  and  yet  they  were  now  asked  liy  the  same 
Government  which  brought  in  the  Militarj-  Works  Act  of  1897  for  four 
millions  more.  He  had  often  said  that  he  was  not  one  to  refuse  money 
when  the  responsible  Government  came  forward  with  the  declaration  that 
tlie  money  woh  neceHsary.  The  circumstances  would  he  very  exceptional 
which  would  inilnce  liim  to  do  so.  At  tlie  same  time  it  argued  something 
wrong,  some  want  of  purpoKe,  or  some  indecision  or  confusion  of  mind  that 
they  should  l;ave  a  loan  of  over  five  millions  in  1897,  and  tliat,  while  at  the 
end  of  this  year  there  would  stiti  be  unexiwnded  of  that  loan  two  and 
three-quarter  millions,  they  nhonld  l>e  asked  for  anotlier  loan  of  four 
millionn.  Moreover,  all  tliia  time,  ax  one  of  his  hon.  friends  had  pointed 
out,  expenditure  was  goint;  on  uniler  the  E^timateH  for  the  very  same  pur- 
poses, tlius  creating  a  state  of  confusion  which  no  one,  he  thought,  was 
capable  of  penetrating  or  rearranging;." 

(2)  Lord  Lansdowne  on  the  Militia  Balbt  Bill. 

"  I  have  given  youTlordnhipsa  brief  ontline  of  the  Bill  and  of  the  manner 
in  which  it  would  work.  It  would  not  make  any  fundamental  aJteration 
in  the  existing  law,  but  it  would  bring  the  law  more  into  accord  with 
present  conditions.  We  l>elieve  that  this  could  be  done  without  much 
difficulty.  But  we  do  not  render  it,  nor  do  we  wish  to  render'it,  easier  for 
tlie  Government  of  the  day  to  resort  to  compulsion.  I  share  the  aversion 
with  which  compulsion  is,  I  believe,  regarded  by  the  great  majority  of  our 
fellow-countrymen,  and  I  would  on  no  account  have  recourse  to  cocupulsion 
in  any  shape  until  experience  had  shown  that  there  wati  no  other  way  of 
providing  lur  the  safety  of  the  country.  My  own  anticipation  is  that  the 
greater  tlie  peril  to  which  the  Empire  is  exposed  tlie  greater  will  be  th* 
number  in  which  the  men  of  this  country  will  flock  to  our  standards,  and  I, 
at  any  rate,  woulil  be  no  party  to  an  attempt  to  convert  the  constitutional 
force  which  we  have  til!  now  recruited  by  voloiitary  means  into  a  conscript 
army,  until  we  are  absolutely  driven  to  do  so.  But  I  may  be  «-roiig  as  to 
this,  anil  something  will  be  gaineil  if  we  can  arrive  at  an  underi*! binding  as 
to  the  proper  mode  of  dealing  with  compulsory  service  should  we  ever  nnd 
ourselves  lace  to  face  with  it.  This  Bill  is  an  attempt  to  show  how  in  such 
an  event,  which  I  regard  as  not  very  probable,  we  might  set  to  work." 

(3)  Mr  ABqnith  on  the  Government's  "  Social "  Record. 

"  He  did  not  doubt  the  a 

White   Ridlei/)   bad  given,  oi    . 

would  be  intnxluced,  but  a  particular  Minister  ci 

his  colleagnea  or  consider  tlie  policy  of  a  department  as  distinct  from  the 


legislation  placed  before  the  House  o 
:_  .„.,:..i'  n*  .«»inT  urgency  with  this  ad 
r  working  population." 
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6.— 0^:oldcross  By-Election  consequent 
of  Sir  Jofan  Austin  (L). 

in  the  resignation 

Sir  Jolin  Austin  (L) 

Mr.  C.  H.  RoberU  (Teinperance> 

Representation  unchanged. 

5,818 
2,893 

-2,925 

1892.                                                1895. 
Austin  (L).    -    -    -    5.160    1    Austin  (L)-    -    -    - 
Scott  (Lab)     -    -    -     3,284    |    Harling  (0)    -    -    - 

5,119 
4,054 

House  of  Commons.  Personal  sUtement  by  Mr. 
Chamberlain  as  to  lils  position  with  reference 
to  Royal  Niger  Company. 

iMttd'tn  Government  .BiM— Lords'  Amend- 
ments. Mr.  Courtney's  Amendment  to  make 
women  eligible  for  council lorahip  lost  by  246  to 
177  (majority  69).     Speech  by  Mr.  Balfour. 

MlHtar}/  Works  BUI  read  a  second  time  by 
159  to  53  (majority  106).  Speeches  by  Sir  W. 
Harcourt,  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beacb,  and  (1)  Sir 
H.  Campbell- Bannerman. 

Oldham  By-EIection  consequent  on  the  death  of 
Mr.  Ascroft  (C),  and  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Oswald  (C). 


Mr.  Alfred  Emmott  (L)  - 

Mr.  Walter  Runciman  (L)       - 

Mr.  Winston  8.  ChurchiU  (C)  - 

Mr.  James  Mavs-dsley  [C)         -         -         - 

12,976 
12,770 

11,477—1,293 
11.419 

,Vfi(«  Liberal  majority  - 

—1,410 

Two  Liberal  gains. 

1892. 
Cheetham  (L)    ■     -     12,619 
Hibbert  (L)  -     -     -     13,541 
Lee9(C)  -    -    .    -     12,205 
Maclean  (C).    -    -     11,952 

1895 
Ascroft  (C)  - 
Oswald  (C)  - 
Lee  (LI    ■    - 
Hibbert  (L)- 

■     13,085 

-  12,465 

-  12.249 

-  12.092 

—House  of  Lords.    Militia  Ballot  BUI  read  a  first 
time.     Speech  by  (2)  Lord  Lansdowne. 

House  of  Commons.  Supply— The  Home  Office 
Vote.  Speeches  by  Sir  M.  White  Ridley 
and  (3)  Mr.  Asquttb. 

Irish  Tunnel  Deputation  to  Mr.  Balfour. 
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Mr.  Long  on  London  and  the  Clerical  Tithes  Bill. 

"  Of  coQTKe,  he  eonld  not  expect  that  anybody  interested  in  London 
finance  would  ref^ard  with  favour  a  financial  procedure  which  took  money 
to  a  coneiderable  extent  ont  of  London's  pocket.  It  seemed  to  him,  bow- 
ever,  that  to  i^proacli  the  question  from  this  particular  point  of  view  was 
only  to  make  it  ntore  difhcult  even  than  it  was  at  present  to  extend  the 
aystcm  of  Imperial  Bubventions,  which  wag  the  only  way,  bo  far  &8  he  could 
see,  by  which  property  whicli  had  escaped  ite  sliare  of  local  burdens  could 
be  made  to  bear  ita  fair  share.  The  London  County  Council  ghonld  not 
snggest  that  the  Board  of  A^uultore  hiul  any  desire  to  do  them  an  injni;. 
He  conid  assure  tlieni  that  since  he  liad  been  at  the  Board — giving  his  own 
peraonal  experience,  and  not  Kuggeflting  tliat  there  had  been  anv  change  of 
policy— they  had  done  their  utmost  to  avoid  '  raiding '  the  London  Connty 
Council  more  than  could  he  helped." 


&)  Ur.  ABQtllth  on  the  "Social"  Record  of  the  Government. 

"  In  1B95  the  present  Government  waR  to  he.  in  the  sphere  of  d<Hneetic 
policy,  above  all  tiling  a  (iovernment  of  social  reform.  The  era  of 
political  nnsettlement  in  which  some  of  them  took  an  nnhappypart — the 
era  when  Governments  tinkered  vrith  chnrches  and  with  constitutions — 
was  to  he  a  thing  of  the  past,  and  it  was  to  be  succeeded  by  a  concentration 
of  fruitful  and  benevolent  activity  upon  the  health,  the  homes,  the  liven  of 
onr  great  working  population.  He  wa>  glad  to  say  that  this  Session  had 
witnessed  one  great  measure  of  social  reform— the  passing  of  an  Act  of 
Parliament  which,  in  his  judgment,  would  have  the  must  beneficent  results. 
He  meant  the  measure  for  raising  the  age  of  attendance  at  school,  which 
would  alwi^  be  associated  with  the  name  of  his  friend  and  colleague,  Mr. 
Kobeon.  He  was  not  sure  that  Mr.  Kobson  owed  any  very  great  debt  of 
gratitude  to  the  Government  in  respect  of  that  achievement.  It  was  uuit« 
true  that  the  Bill  recelve<l  the  detaclied  an<l  independent  support  of  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Council  {Sir  Jofin  Gw»i),  hut  he  did  not  think  hewaa 
exaggerating  when  he  said  that  throughout  its  progress  the  attitude  of  the 
Government  as  a  whole  to  it  was  an  attitude  of  almost  ostentations 
indifference.  Then  there  were  the  Factory  and  the  Petroleum  Bills.  Aa 
regarded  the  Factory  Bill,  everybody  who  had  the  most  elementary 
acquaintance  ivith  the  present  condition  of  our  factory  law  and  adminis- 
tration, to  whatever  side  in  politics  be  might  belong,  knew  that  the 
changes  proposed,  or  which  they  supposed  were  intendeato  be  proposed,  by 
that  Bill  were  urgently  necessary.  The  Home  Secretary  told  them  he 
would  very  much  like  to  introduce  that  Bill,  but  what  was  the  use  of 
having  a  "Minister  with  good  intentions  so  long  as  lie  had  colleagues 
insisting  on  taking  up  the  time  of  Parliament  and  of  the  country  with 
measures  the  pving  of  the  place  of  precedence  to  which  rendered  it 
absolutely  impossible  to  introduce  those  large  measures  of  much-needed 
reform  >  Aa  regarded  petroleum,  a  Bill  hail  been  introduced  which  was 
discussed  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  rejected  at  the  instance  of  the 
Government,  who  at  the  same  time  announced  that  they  had  a  Bill  of 
their  own  j  that  that  Bill  was  ready  for  production ;  and  that  it  would  be 
brought  before  the  House  of  Commons  as  soon  as  possible  aft«r  Easter. 
They  liad  not  seen  any  trace  of  tliat  Bill.     So  far  as  social  reform  was 


concerned,  the  only  measure  on  which  the  Government  had  expended  the 
time  of  the  House  of  Commons  was  what  was  called  the  Small  Honses  Bill 
— one  of  the  showy  remnants  of  the  Birmingham  stock  of  1895.  He  had  no 
objection  to  legislation  of  that  kind.  He  did  not  think  it  very  urgent  or 
important,  but  lie  ilid  say  that  for  a  (iovernment  which  based  its  claim  for 
confidence  at  the  election  on  the  genuineness  of  its  belief  in  the  urgency  of 
social  reform  to  fritter  away  its  time  in  that  way  when  really  urgent 
measures  afTecting  the  welfare  of  the  population  were  put  Into  the  pigeon- 
holes was  calculated  to  open  the  eyes  of  tiie  electors." 
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1899. 

July  10.— House  of  Lords.    Commons  and  Open  Spac^ 

Bill  parsed  through  Committee. 

House  of  Commons.  Tithe  Sent  •  Charge 
(Mates)  Bill — Committee. 

London  Coun^  Council  Deputation  on  Tithe  Bill 
to(l)Mr.  Long. 

„  11. — House  of  Lords.  Seats  for  Shop  Assistants 
{England  and  Ireland)  Bin  read  a. 
second  time  by  73  to  28  (majority  55).  Speeches 
by  the  Duke  of  Westminster,  Lord  Salis- 
bury and  Lord  Kimberley. 

House    of    Commons.   -   Tithe    Rent  -  Charge 

(Bates)  Bill — Committee. 

„    12.— House    of    Commons.      Tithe    Bent  -  Charge 

(Bates)  Bii(— Committee. 

(2)  Mr.  Asquith  at  the  National  Liberal  Club  od 
Domestic  Questions. 

Deputation  to  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach  on  the  Telegraphic 
Cable  Tariff. 

East    St.   Pancras  By-Election   consequent   on   the 
resigtiation  of  Mr.  R.  G.  Webster  (C). 
Mr.  Thomas  Wrightson  (C)       -         -         ■         -     2,610 
Mr.  B.  r.  C.  Costelloe  (L)        -        ■        ■        ■     2,423—187 
Bepresentation  unchanged. 
1692.  1895. 

Web8ter(C)   -    -    -    2,621    I    Webster  (C)  -    -    -    2,612 
Gibb{L)    ....    2,180    |    Costelloe  (L)  -    •    -    2,323 

„  13. — House  of  Lords.  Royal  Assent  to  London  Govern^ 
ment  Act  and  Education  of  Children 
Act. 

Shop  Assistants  (England  and  Ire- 
land) Bill — Committee.  Bill  extended  to 
Scotland. 

House  of  Commons.  Tithe  Bent  Charge 
(Rates)  Bill — Committee.  All  night  sitting. 
Bill  closured  through  without  amendment. 

„      14. — House  of  Lords.     Formal  business. 

House  of  Commons.    Supply— Scotch  Estimates. 
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(1)  Lord  Lanfldowne  on  CompensatioD  to  Irisli  landowoers. 

"  One  noble  lord  had  told  them  very  frankly  that  he  did  not  care  very 
much  about  sympathy  unless  it  was  accompanied  by  money — indicating, 
presnniably,  a  raid  upon  tlie  British  Exchequer,  and  uiat  a  BufBcieot  grant 
should  be  obtained  from  that  source  to  make  good  to  the  Irish  landlaidB 
the  losses  tliey  had  sustained.  He  was  afraid  that  proposal  did  not  come 
within  the  category  of  those  practical  measureH  upon  wliicli.  in  hia  opinion, 
Irish  landlords  should  concentrate  their  attention.  In  the  first  place,  he 
believed  it  would  be  an  entirely  new  departure  in  the  politics  of  thia 
country  if  they  were,  eighteen  years  after  the  passing  of  an  Act  of  Parliai- 
ment,  to  compensate  from  the  public  funds  the  persons  who,  owing  to  the 
mistaken  estimates  of  the  franiers  of  that  Act.  Iiad  proved  losers  W  its 
operation.  He  doubted  if  there  was  any  precedent  in  the  history  of  this 
country  for  any  action  of  the  kind." 


iir  even  to  the  fact  that  what  is  called  domestic 
slavery  exists,  and  has  existed  for  many  years,  not  only  in  such  places  as 
Sokoto  and  Bornn,  but  also  in  parts  of  India  and  in  the  Hinterland*  of  &1I 
African  colonies,  and  I  tlilnk  it  would  be  absurd  to  give  the  House  any 
impression  that  that  can  be  totally  or  Imniediatety  clianged.  What  we 
ahall  do,  of  course,  is  to  influence  the  customs  of  the  conntiy  a«  far  as  that 
is  possible,  and  as  our  effective  control  extends  so  also  will  extend  our  laws 
and  arrangements  with  regard  to  slavery." 


(3)  Mr-  Goschsn  on  Shipbuilding  ProgrammeE. 

"Nothing  had  occurred  since  the  Estimates  were  introduced  to  show 
any  change  of  programme  on  the  part  of  Russia.  The  situation  was 
exactly  where  it  waa  then,  and,  therefore,  there  was  nothing  to  induce  her 
Majesty's  Government  to  change  their  programme  i  they  stood  precisely  aa 
they  did  then.  The  situation  was  this :  the  Russian  programme  under 
what  was  called  the  lU.OOO.OOO  roubles  vote  of  credit  (roughly  about 
£9,000,000  sterling)  included  eight  battleships.  Of  this  number  four  had 
been  commenced.  .  .  The  Russian  Government  had  begun  these  ships, 
and  he  had  no  reason  to  believe  that  they  were  not  going  to  proceed  witli 
them  in  the  ordinary  way.  Two  were  building  at  bt.  Petersburg,  one  in 
America,  and  one  in  Prance.  Theee  four  battleships  corresponded  to  the 
four  battleships  for  which  he  had  authority  under  the  supplementary 
programme  of  last  year.  He  looked  rather  to  the  shipbuilding  programme 
than  to  the  actual  money  that  hail  been  spent.  The  contractors  had  not 
earned  so  targe  a  sum  as  was  expected,  hut  they  were  not  retarding  ship- 
building. Tiiey  were  precisely  where  they  intended  to  be,  so  far  aa  the 
commencement  of  ships  was  concerned.  Early  in  the  year  it  was  thought 
tliat  the  French  would  introduce  a  further  battleship  which  might  ba 
begun  lato  in  the  year,  but  for  which  they  took  no  money.  Therefore  at 
_.  .1...  .:_.j  there  were  five  batllesldps  pending,  and  which  we  should 
eet  Most  of  these  five  ships  were,  so  to  speak,  still  in  the  Mr, 
not  contomplated  that  the  French  would  commence  their 
battleship  during  the  present  year.  With  reference  to  the  four  Russian 
battlesiiips,  there  ivas  every  reason  to  believe  that  two  would  be  com- 
menced in  St.  Petorsburg  in  the  course  of  the  present  financial  year.  He 
was  not,  prepared,  therefore,  to  recede  from  the  iioaition  he  took  up  in 
April  last;  hut  he  should  be  sorry  to  part  from  this  snbject  without  saying 
that  he  new  in  the  Russian  programme  no  menace  at  all  against  tiiis 
eonntnr  in  particular." 
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1899. 

July  17.— House  of  Lords.    Waste  Lands  in  Ceylon— Speech 
b;  Lord  Selbonie. 

Volunteer  Rifle  Rang:e— Speech  by  Lord 
Lansdowne. 

House  of  Commons.     Statement  as  to  Public  Business 
by  Mr.  Balfour. 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  BiH— Report. 

„  18.— House  of  Lords.  Compensation  to  Irish  Land- 
owners —  Lord  Incbiquin'S  Motion  carried 
against  OoTernment  by  39  to  34  (majoritj  6). 
Speeches  by  Lord  Asbboume  and  (1)  Lord 
Lansdowne- 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill  -Report. 

„     19.- House  of  Commons.      Rnt/al  Niger  Company 
Bill   read   a  second  time  without  a    division. 

Speeches  by  (2)  Mr.  Chamberlain  and  Sir  M. 

Hicks-Beach. 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  £(1^— Report. 
Naval    Works    {Consolidated    Fund) 

Bill  introduced  and  I'ead  a  firsC  time. 

Mr.  Brodrick  at  Famham  on  Current  Politics. 

„    20— House  of  Lords.    Companies  Sill  passed  through 
Committee. 

House  of  Commons.    The  Transvaal — Statement  by 
Mr.  Chamberlain. 
Tithe  Rent-Charge  (Rates)  Bill  read  a 
third  time  by  183  to  117  (majority  65).    Speeches 
by  Mr.  Birrell,  Sir  H.  Campbell-Baoner- 
man,  and  Mr.  Balfour. 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill— Rfport. 
„    31.— House  of  Lords.    Tithe  Rent-Charge  (Rates) 

Bill  read  a  first  time. 

Small  Houses  (Acquisition  of  Owner- 
ship) Bill  read  a  second  time.  Speeches  by 
Lord  Selborne,  Lord  Ripon,  and  Lord 
Kimberley. 

House  of  Commons.  Supply— Navy  and  Army 
Estimates.  Speeches  by  (3}  Mr.  Goschen  «nd 
Mr.  Wyndham. 
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(1}  Lord  Kimberley  od  tlie  Clerical  TitliM  Bill. 

"  I  object  entirely  to  money  being  token  from  the  pockets  of  the  t«x- 
myetn  of  thin  country  to  cive  an  additional  endowment  to  the  clergv  of  the 
Established  Church,  for  that  in  effect  is  the  result  of  the  propoeftl  to  pay 
half  tlie  ratee  of  the  tithe  rent-charge  owner.  It  is  entirely  oontrary  to  th« 
priDciptes  on  which  we  have  acted  now  for  generations.  I  think  it  is  on 
attempt  to  create  a  new  endowment — tlie  payment  of  half  the  rates  of  the 
clergy  would  increase  their  incomes  by  tlie  amount  so  paid — and  I  believe 
that  notliing  will  lie  more  likely  to  increase  the  grave  dissatisfaction  which, 
OB  is  known  to  motit  of  as,  exists  againKt  the  Church  of  England  amon^ 
large  classes  in  this  country,  and  a  dissiitisf action  which  I  believe  to  b» 
increasing.  I  lielieve  that  ft  iinything  is  likelj;  U>  increase  tliat  feeling  and 
make  it  more  difficult  to  settle  the  nuention,  it  is  that  yon  should  in  &ny 
form  whatever  make  it  clear  to  larj^  bodies  of  the  taxpayers  in  the  country, 
a  large  proportion  of  whom  are  not  churchmen,  that  money  is  taken  out  of 
Uieir  pockets  for  tlie  purpose  of  endowing  the  clergy  of  the  Church  of 
England.  It  is  because  I  think  this  is  a  most  dangerous,  diBOstTooB,  and 
nninst  policy  that  I  shall  vote  with  the  greatest  satbfaction  against  th« 
second  reading  of  this  Bill." 


(2)  Lord  Salisborr  on  the  Clerical  Tithes  Bill. 

"  Let  thin  money,  wliich  is  contributed  from  general  taxation,  be  jpaid 
in  order  to  offer,  1  will  not  say  compensation,  but  an  adequate  substitute 
for  a  more  just  law  of  rating.  Pass  it  only  in  a  temporary  form,  in  the 
hope  that  you  will  he  able  to  deal  with  the  whole  subject  and  to  avoid  all 
modes  of  remedy  which  sliall  he  exposed  to  any  kind  of  cavil  or  censure. 
Until  that  end  is  attained,  and  while  the  grievous  period  in  between  liaa 
to  be  passed  by  tlie  clergy,  let  us  offer,  and  let  uh  give,  to  them  this  which 
is  only  a  sad  and  sorry  compensation  for  all  the  wrongs  that  they  have 
suffered  at  the  hands  of  the  Rating  Act  since  the  year  1S36." 


<3)  Ur.   Long  on  the  Sale  of  Pood  and  Drugs 
"  He  asBored  the  House  that  the  Depar 

with  no  desire  to  bolster  np  home  products. _, 

that  competition  should  l>e  fair  and  open,  that  a  pure  article  of  home  pro- 
duction sliould  compete  against  a  pure  article  from  abroad." 


He  aesored  the  House  that  the  Department  would  carry  ont  tlie  work 
with  no  desire  to  bolster  np  home  products,  but  solely  with  a  view  to  secure 


(4)  Ur.  Qoflchen  on  Naval  Works. 

"The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  opposite  asked  whetlier  this  pro- 
gramme was  approximately  final.  Nothing  was  final  in  this  world.  At  all 
events  the  (lovemmenl  were  proliibited  for  two  yeers  from  increasing  their 
present  liabilities  in  respect  to  naval  works.  After  two  veare  other 
infinences  might  be  at  the  Admiralty  and  a  wider  view  might  De  taken  irf 
Imperial  defence ;  but  he  might  say  that  if  he  thought  there  was  any 
further  urgent  work  left,  in  existing  circumstances,  looking  carefully  round 
on  all  eonditiotiH,  he  should  not  press  for  any  further  ^ge  works.  He 
used  the  words 'in  existing  conditions' because  be  could  see  possible  develop- 
ments which  might  render  it  necewiary  to  undertake  otlier  works,  and  he 
tlionght  the  House  would  see  that  he  had  gone  as  far  as  it  was  possible  and 
right  for  liim  bo  go  in  answering  the  questions  tliat  had  been  put  to  him.  " 
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1899. 
July  24.— House  of  Lords.  Tithe  Rent-Charge  {Bates) 
Bill,  read  a  second  time  by  113  to  23  (majority 
90).  Speechei  by  Lord  Selbome,  Lord 
Ribblesdale,  Lord  Balfour,  Lord  Burgh- 
clere,  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  (i) 
Lord  Kiraberley,  and  (2)  Lord  Salisbury. 

House  of  Commons.  Sale  of  Food  and  Druyn 
Bill — Report  stage  ended. 

AffrtntUturnl  and  Technical  Tnstruc- 
tion  (Ireland)  Bill  read  a  third  time. 
Speech  by  Mr.  G.  Balfour. 

TelephoncM  Bill— Report  staf;e.  Speech  by 
Mr.  Hanbury. 

Private  Legialation  Procedure  {Scot- 

lattd)  Bill  read  a  third  time. 

„  25.— House  of  Lords.  Private  BUI  Procedure 
(Scotland)  Bill  and  AfjrimUture  and 
Technical  Inntructton  (Ireland)  Bill 

read  a  drsb  time. 

Small  BCounet  (Acquisition  of  Owner- 
tihip)  B til —Committeee. 

House  of  Commons.  Sale  of  Food  and  Bruifs 
Bill  read  a  third  time.  Speeches  by  Mr. 
Bryce  and  (3)  Mr.  Long. 

Naval  PTorks  Bill,  read  a  second  time. 
Speeches  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain,  Sir 
U.  Kay-Shuttlewortb,  and  (4>  Mr.  Goscfaen. 

Telephone"  B(H— Report  stage  ended.  Mr. 
Buchanan's  Amendment  against  extension  of 
National  Telephone  Company's  licence  beyond 
1911  lost  by  146  to  62  (majority  84). 

„  J26. — House  of   Commons.      Xitfer  Company  Bill — 

Committee  stage.     Speeches  by  Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach. 

„  27.— House  of  Lords.  Tithe  Bent-Charge  (Bates) 
Bill  — Committee. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scot- 
land) Bill  lead  a  second  time.  Speeches  by 
Lord  Balfour  and  Lord  Tweedmouth. 
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(1)  Hr.  Balfoor  on  the  Tmnxi-ttal. 

"  It  Ih  iiianifextlv  iiupoiu-ihle  tliat  id  tlie  fnii;  of  tlic  uorlil,  in  the  ejes 
of  the  native  poiiulation  anti  of  our  DuU'li  fellow-Hiitijects,  we  nhoald 
permanently  xuliniit  tree-bom  Englblunen  to  heing  troateil  an  if  they  were 
an  inferior  race.  That  ih  an  ini[iowtible  policy.  Tlmt  is  a  pKilicj  which, 
whetlier  tliis  Uovemnient  be  in  oltice  or  not,  tlione  reHponnible  for  tlie 
destinies  of  the  country  cAiinot  permanently  uc(|uieMce  in.  But  I  hope^l 
hope  with  an  expectation  which  1  trust  in  not  too  Bangui ne— that,  as  »> 
mucli  liaH  in  principle  been  grant«<l,  we  Hliall  find  it  not  irapoiwible  in 
matt«r«  of  detail  to  come  to  onch  an  arrangement  with  the  (iovemment  of 
the  ijouth  African  Kenuhlic  as  Hhall  for  ever  put  an  end  to  an  inequality 
and  an  injuxtice  which.  deleterion»  as  it  ii>  to  out  iotereatH.  to  the  interests 
of  the  Ca]>e,  to  the  interests  of  hiatal  and  of  our  other  de|>endencie)>  in  that 
partof  the  worhl,  in  iiiontof  all  pernirioux  anil  even  fatal  to  the  <Io%'eniment 
which  atteniptH  to  keep  it  iin.  I  have  been  tempted  by  the  gravity  of  the 
tbeine  into  a  npeech  M>mewhat  longer  than  1  intendeil  to  deliver ;  but  1 
have,  I  think.  Hufliciently  indicate<l  my  view  of  the  present  pOHJtion  of  onr 
relations  with  the  Tramtvaal.  I  du  not  wiiOi  yon  to  take  a  despairins  view 
of  the  nituation.     I  take  no  such  view  myself,  but  it  would  be  folly  to 

Sretend  that  all  difficnltieo  have  lieen  nolved,  and  I  should  be  ill  doiof;  my 
uty  to  you  and  to  the  country  if  I  o|>enly  prm-laimed  peace  when,  after 
all,  it  may  turn  out  that  there  is  no  iien«e.  It  would  be  folly  to  say  that 
everything  i»  settJed  when  everything  is  not  settle<l.  and  I  can  only  hojie 
that  patience  and  moderation  on  our  lude  will  lie  met  with  similar  c{ualitieti 
on  the  part  of  the  Transvaal  Cioveminent." 

(2)  Mr.  Courtney  on  the  Transvaal. 

"  It  itt  Impossible  to  juHtify  in  the  face  of  the  world  the  su>r}^tion  that 
this  two  yearH'  differeni*.  which  would  cure  itself  before  your  war  waa 
over,  juatilies  you  in  going  to  war.  What  effect  a  war  would  have  on 
South  Africa  ban  been  alrewty  ilencrilied.  I  will  only  refer,  in  conclusion, 
to  what  the  lion,  memlier  for  East  .Mayo  calle<l  attention  to  a  little  while 
a^.  My  first  Session  in  this  House  was  associated  with  action  in  this 
matter.  1  am  only  faithful  now  U>  what  I  did  then.  I  am  taking  the 
itame  stand  to-day  that  I  took  in  the  year  1877.  It  was  the  second  Session 
of  my  right  lion,  friend.  He  was  then  with  us.  I  am  sorry  I  have  not  the 
advaiitii^  of  his  great  power  and  great  influence  with  me  to-dav,  but  I 
think  I  shall  be  relieved  from  the  aspersion  that  I  am  now  indul^ng  in 
mere  petty  personal  criticism  when  I  say  that  what  I  have  saitl  to-night  I 
said  twenty-two  years  ago  from  the  other  side  of  the  House.  Then  a  new 
nieniber,  I  raised  my  voice  (gainst  war  in  the  Transvaal.  Then,  as  now.  I 
pleadeil  for  forliearance,  conciliation,  and  the  reflection  that  this  was  a 
problem  wjiich  would  cure  itself  if  you  let  it  run.  To  go  to  war  now  for 
the  diHerenco  between  a  seven  and  a  five  years'  franchise  I  protest  against 
with  all  my  energy  and  might." 

(3)  Ur.  Asquitb  on  the  State  of  the  Law. 

"  He  was  Katistied,  not  only  by  what  had  been  said,  but  bv  his  know- 
ledge and  experience  of  tlie  ordinary  working  of  the  Courts,  that  this  was 
a  case  in  wliicli  the  appointment  of  an  additional  judge  was  irresistible  and 
unanswerable.  The  condition  of  suits  in  the  Chancery  Division,  the  long 
arrears  of  cases  untried,  and  the  impossibility  of  the  judges,  who  were 
already  overworked,  overtaking  the  duties  which  devolved  upon  them, 
rendered  it  imperative  for  Parliament  to  increase  the  present  staff.  But 
while  he  entirely  assented  to  the  motion  which  the  rignt  hon.  gentleman 
liftd  made,  he  trusted  that  after  the  discussion  which  had  taken  place  her 
-  ...    .^^j.^     . 


Majesty's  Government  would  not  regard  this  as  a  solution  of  the  difficDlty. 
It  was  generally  admitted  that  the  present  arrangements  were  chaotic, 
nn businesslike,  and  unsatisfactory.  What  lie  wished  to  impress  upon  the 
riovemnient  was  that  between  now  and  next  Session  they  should  take  the 
opportunity  of  reconsidering  the  whole  of  our  judicial  arrangements  with 
the  view  of  dealing  adequately  and  permanently  with  the  queetion." 
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Jul;  27.— House  of  Commons.       Colonial    Loans    Bill 

introduced  by  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beacb  ttnd  read 
a  first   time.      Speech   by    Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman. 
Royal  Niger  Company  Bill  read  &  third 

time  by  181    to  81   (majority  100).     Speech  by 

Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach. 
Naval  Works  Bill — Committee, 
Military  Works  BiM— Committee. 
Improvement  of  Land  BUI  read  a  ^hird 

(1)  Mr.  Balfour  at  the  Westminster  Palace  Hotel  oa 
the  Transvaal. 

„  28.— House  of  Lords.  The  Transvaal— Speeches  by  Lord 
Selbome,  Lord  Kimberley,  and ,  Lord 
Salisbury. 
House  of  Commons.  Supply- The  Colonial  Office 
Vote :  The  Transvaal.  Speeches  by  Sir  H. 
CampbelUBannerman,  Mr.  Chamberlain, 
Mr.  Dillon,  and  (2)  "Mr.  JCourtney.i^fSM 
page  373.) 

„  31.— House  of  Lords.  Agriculture  and  Technieal 
Instruction.  (Ireland)  Bill  and  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Bill  read  a  second  time. 

House  of  Commons.    Colonial  Loans  Bill  read 

a    second   time   by     124   to   69   (majority    52). 
Speeches  by  Sir  H.  Campbell- Ban nerman 
and  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach. 
Military  Works  BiiZ— Report. 

Additional   Judge   for   Chancery  Division, 

agreed  to  by  ld9  ti>  28  (majority  131).  Speeches 
by  Mr.  Balfour,  Sir  H.  Fowler,  Sir  R. 
Finlay,  and  (3)  Mr.  Asquith,  j^b^i.     ni^^' 

Telephones  Bill  read  a  third  time'by  132  to 
29  {majority  103). 

JElementary  Education  (Defective  and 
Epileptic  Children)  Bf/i— Report, 

Seats  for  Shop  Assistants  Sill — Lords' 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

SuMly  — The   Niger  Territory.     Speech  by 

Mr.  Chamberlain. 
Na/wU  Works  BiU  read  a  third  time. 
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THE   DIVISIONS    OF    THE   MONTH. 

July,  1899. 


A  record  of  the  more  important  divisions  for  the  month  of  July. 


(The  votes  of  anj  particular  member  in  the  following  diviaiona  can 
be  obtained  from  the  Liberal  Publication  Department  for  Is.  For  & 
fee  of  5s.  the  votes  in  the  principal  divisions  for  a  year  can  be  obtained 
monthly.) 

[NoTB. — In  the  foUoining  lUtof  the  chief  divitiom  in  the  Hoiae  of  Gommona, 
the  nitmber  of  the  minorit;/  {lohethtr  "For"  or  "  Agauist")  inadivuion  is 
dlwayi  pulfiralfor  the  take  of  coin)enUnee.  When  the  dixrUwn  is  nn  "offieiai" 
out,  (i.e.)  when  the  OonemmeiU  or  OppoiUion  fFhipt  are  the  Teller*,  the 
toord  "For"  or  "Agatrnt"  oa  the  eaie  may  be,   ii  given  in  Ualia.} 


I, — Scotch  Private  Legislation. 
July  4th,  1899  {Divieion  No.    218).— On  Mr.   T.  Shaw's  Motion 
that  when  a  Bill  had  passed  the  Commissioners  it  should  be  exempt 
from  all  the  stages  but  report  and  third  reading  in  Parliament. 

Fvr,  116  ;  Agaimt,  161. 
II. — Women  and  the  New  Mbtbopolitan  Bobodqh  Codncils. 
July  6th,  1899    {Divition  No.  223).— On  Mr.  Courtney's  Amend- 
ment to  the  Lords'  Amendment : — 

"That  no  woman  be  eligible  for  any  office  except  as  a  councillor." 

For,  179  ;  Agaiml,  248. 

III.— ThS   COLODBINO  OP  MARflABINS. 

July  18th,   1899  {^Division  No.  276).— On    Mr.  Lambert's  Motion 
that  it  should  be  unlawful  to  sell  margarine  coloured  to  reeemble  butter. 
For,  70 ;  Againtt,  299. 
IV, — The  Tblephones  Bill. 
July  25th,  1899  (^Diviaian  No.  298).— On  Mr.  Buchanan's  Amend- 
ment providing  that  no  licence  should  extend  beyond  the  year  1911. 
For,  64;  Against,  148. 
V. — The  Niger  Compawt  Bili. 
July  26th,  1899  '^Divinon  No.  305).— On  Mr.  Dillon's  Motion  that 
the  sum  to  be  paid  for  buying  out  the  Company  should  be  £400,000 
instead  of  £866,000,  on  the  ground  that  the  latter  sum  was  excessive. 
For,  59;  Againtt,  145. 
THE  CLERICAL  TITHES  BILL. 
VI. — LiuiTiira  THE  Relief  to  the  Rkallt  Nbckssitous. 
July   10th,    1899   {Divi»ion  No.    230).— On    Mr.    Lloyd-George's 
Amendment  to  limit  the  relief  to  be  granted  under  the  Bill   to  cases 
where  the  commuted  value  of  the  titiie  rent  charge  was  under  £200  a 
year. 

For,  155  ;  Agaitm,  253. 
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VIL — LmiTiNo  THE  Rbliep  to  Casbb  whesb  thb  Titbb  Rbnt- 

ChABGB  INOLDDED   no  COHPBNSATION    FOB   RaTBS. 

July  10th,  1899  (Division  Ifo.  232).— Oq  Mr.  Lambert's  Amend- 
ment to  restrict  the  benefit  to  those  owners  of  tithe  renWharge, 
"  which  bad  oo  addition  st  the  time  of  commutation  as  an  eqaivalent 
of  rates  and  taxes." 

For,  153;  Againal,  266. 

VIII. — LlMlTINQ   TH8    RkLIBF  TO  FOTUBB    InCUUBBKCIBS. 

July   nth,    1899  (Division  !fo.     236).— On    Mr.  Samuel  Evans's 
Amendment   that   those   clergymen  who  had  accepted  their  livings 
under  the  old  law  should  be  excluded  from  the  operation  of  the  Bill. 
For,  167  ;  Against,  264. 
IX. — A  Sliding  Scale  op  Bblibp. 
July  nth,  1899  (Division    No.    241).— On    Mr.  David  Thomas's 
Amendment  that  the  relief  of  rates  to  the  clergy  should  be  propor- 
tionate to  the  amount  of  the  tithe  rent-charge. 

For,  127  ;  Against,  229. 
X,— Bates  v.  Taxeb, 
July  12th,  1899  (Division  No.   241).— On   Mr.   Lionel  Holland's 
Motion  to  make  the  localities  bear  the  burden  of  clerical  relief. 

For,  159  ;  Against,  259. 
XL— The  Local  Taxation  Account. 
July  12tb,  1899  (Divisum  No.  246).— On  Mr.  Courtney  Warner's 
Amen<Jment  that  the  sum  given  in  relief  of  rates  should  be  paid  out  of 
the  sums  payable  to  the  Local  Taxation  Account,  "  in  excess  of    such 
sum  paid  by  the  Commisaionera  to  Local  Taxation  Account  in  1898." 
For.  149  ;  Against,  271. 
XII. — To  Exclude  the  Poor  Rate. 
July  13th    1899    (Division  No.    260).— On    Mr.  David    Thomas's 
Amendment  excluding  the  Poor  Rate  from  the  scope  of  the  Bill, 

For,  151  ;  Against,  268. 
XIII. — The  Exclusion  op  Wales. 
July  13th,   1899   (Division  No.  263).— On  Mr.    Herbert   Lewis's 
Motion  to  exclude  Wales  from  the  Bill. 

For,    122;  Against,'2i\. 

XIV.— Third  Rkadino. 
July  20th,  1899  (Division  No.  385).— On  the  Motion  for  the  Third 
Reading  of  the  Tithe  Rent-charge  (Rates)  Bill. 

Against,  119;  For,  163. 
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NOTES    AND    FIGURES. 

The  buroing  question  of  the  past  month  bu 

The  Transvaal       been  the  Transvaal.    There  have  been  all  kinds 

"CRtsia"  of  excursions  and  alaruma,  offers  of  assistance 

in  case  of  war  from  our  colonies,  and  authorised 

announcements  of  military  preparations  taken  at  the  Cape.    It  may  be 

convenient  in  the  first  instance  to  recapitulate  very  briefly  the  various 

stages  in  the  story  as  it  baa  been  built  up  thus  far  : — 

1.  A  "new  situation,"  created  by  the  petition  of  those  Transvaal 
Uitlanders  who  are  also  British  subjects,  asking  Great  Britain  to 
take  steps  to  secure  the  removal  of  their  grievances. 

2.  The  Bloemfontein  Conference,  between  President  Emger  and 
Sir  Alfred  Milner,  at  which  a  settlement  was  discussed.  Sir  Alfred 
Milner  asked  for  a  Ave  years'  qualification  for  the  franchise,  acting 
retrospectively.  The  object  of  this  was  to  give  the  Uitlanders  imme- 
diate and  substantial  represfiutation  on  the  Volksraad,  which  would 
enable  iheni  to  work  out  their  own  salvation.  The  policy  of  repre- 
sentations to  the  Transvaal  over  specific  Uitlander  grievances  was 
dropped,  and  that  of  the  Franchise  taken  up  in  order  that  the 
enfranchised  Uitlandlers  might  try  and  get  for  themselves  what  they 
desire.  But  President  Kruger  refused  to  agree  to  Sir  Alfred  Milner's 
terms,  arguing,  in  substance,  that  what  was  sought  was  to  "swamp" 
the  Boers  by  admitting  great  masses  of  Uitlanders,  whose  real  stake 
in  the  country  was  not  comparable  to  that  of  the  Boers.  The  Confer- 
ence was  of  a  very  friendly  nature,  but  it  broke  up  without  any 
immediate  practical  result. 

3.  Sir  Alfred  Milner  in  a  speech  at  Capetown  regretted  the  lack  of 
success  attending  the  Bloemfontein  Conference,  but  preached  patience. 

i.  Publication  of  the  First  Transvaal  Blue  Book  (analysed  in  the 
Magazine  last  month  at  page  349).  Apart  from  the  statement  of  the 
Uitlanders'  case,  this  Book  was  remarkable  chiefly  for  the  strongly 
worded  despatch  in  which  Sir  Alfred  Milner  spoke  of  the  Uitlanders 
as  "  helots  " 

6.  President  Kruger  submitted  franchise  proposals  to  theBoer  Volks- 
raad. Mr.  Hofmeyr.  as  representing  himself  and  Mr.  Schreiner,  entered 
into  negotiations  with  President  Eruger,  as  also  did  Mr.  Fischer  of  the 
Orange  Free  State.  As  a  result  of  their  representations  the  franchise 
proposals  were  eventually  passed  in  a  very  different  form,  the  nine  years 
franchise  becoming  seven  and  the  proposals  acting  retrospectively. 
Mr.  Chamberlain  in  referring  to  them  described  them  as  a  "  basis  for 
settlement." 

6.  There  is  so  much  doubt  about  the  exact  scope  and  efiect  of  the 
franchise  law  as  passed  that  Great  Britain  proposes  to  President  Kruger 
a  Joint  Inquiry,  with  a  view  of  getting  an  ascertained  and  definite 
basis  for  further  negotiations. 
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The    Government  Curiously  enough    the  Transvaal   was  dis- 

cussed in  both  Houses  on  July   iiSth,  and  it  is 
™, '  possible  from  the  speeches  to  extract  the  atti' 

tude  taken  up  by  Oovernment  and  Opposition 
respectively.     I^ord  Selbome  in  the  House  of  Lords  said : — 

"  He  was  naked  what  was  the  poltc7  of  the  Gtoveniment.  At  Bloem- 
fontein  Sir  Alfred  Milner,  in  his  conference  with  President  Kruger,  laid 
down  the  miDimiiin  of  reforms  which  in  his  opinion  could  be  expected  to 
produce  an  eventual  ramedj  for  the  present  disquietude  atid  discontent. 
That  miiiiaii'm  was  and  is  the  minimum  of  her  Majesty's  Giivernment.  He 
used  that  word  In  no  pedantic  sense  ;  he  meant  that  the  substance  for  which 
Sir  Alfred  Milner  oimWnded  was  the  substance  which  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment had  set  themselves  the  task  to  secure  in  the  interest  of  South  Africa 
Mild  of  the  Empire.  The  Iiitlander  population  resident  in  the  Transvaal 
must  receive  such  an  imniediHte,  genuine,  and  effective  share  of  representa- 
tion in  the  First  Volksiand  as.  when  taken  in  conjunction  with  tlie  other 
privileges  of  a  full  bui^her  of  the  Republic,  would  enable  them  to  influence, 
without  controlling,  the  government  of  the  cimnlry.  Our  BX|«rience  since 
1881  had  shown  that  nothing  could  be  more  dangerous  or  more  fraught  with 
future  mischief  than  any  vagueness  or  indefinitenesa  in  the  terms  of  any 
arrangement  that  might  be  coroe  to  un  thin  Hubject  between  her  Majesty's 
Government  and  the  Government  of  the  S'puth  African  Republic.  A  clear 
understanding  definitely  recurded  was  the  only  method  of  allaying  any 
suspicion  or  fear  that  in  the  future  another  Volkeraad  by  fresh  legislation, 
or  another  Executive  by  acta  of  administration,  might  neutralise  or  impair 
the  value  of  the  conceMinns  now  made  to  the  Uttlandet-a.  The  object, 
therefore,  which  the  Government  had  in  view  was  to  secure  the  concession 
of  the  reforms  necessary,  and  to  secure  it  in  such  a  form  aw  to  render  future 
doubts  about  its  real  intention  impossible.  This  being  the  object  of  the 
Government,  by  what  means  did  they  propose  to  attain  it?  On  the  one 
hand  they  were  subjected  to  a  constant  pressure  to  provide  an  immediate 
and  ade<|uate  solution  for  a  difficulty  of  old  standing  an<1  much  complexity  ; 
on  the  other  hand  they  were  bein^'  pressed  to  pledge  then)selve3  in  advance 
to  confine  their  action  within  diplomatic  limits.  Her  Majesty's  Government 
would  yield  to  such  pressure  neither  on  the  one  hand  nor  on  the  other ;  as 
the  responsibility  was  theirs  alone  so  must  they  alone  be  the  judges  of  time 
and  place.  They  refused  emphatically  to  he  harried  or  bustled  by  any  body 
of  opinion,  either  iii  the  United  Kingdom  or  in  South  Africa ;  they  had 
shown,  and  they  meant  to  continue  to  shoe,  great  patience  and  constdenition 
fur  the  difficulties  of  others  in  dealing  with  ^is  question  ;  hut  they  hail  set 
their  hands  to  the  plough  and  would  not  turn  back  till  the  solitary,  per- 
manent cause  of  the  disturbance  in  South  Africa,  the  inequality  of  treat- 
ment between  the  two  white  races  in  the  South  African  Republic,  was 
removed.  With  this  task  before  them  they  declined  altogether  to  give  any 
pledge  which  would  limit  the  means  at  their  disposal  to  secure  the  result 
whii£  must  be  achieved." 
Lord  Salisbury  practically  said  "  Ditto  to  Lord  Selbome  "  :— 

"I  can  only  say  what,  in  line  form  or  another,  has  been  said  by  many 
members  of  rhe  Govemniont— I  prefer  to  use  the  words  of  my  noble   friend 
Lord  Selborne — we  have  put  our  hands  to  the  plough  and  we  do  not  intend 
to  withdraw  them." 
Mr.  Chamberlain  in  the  Commons  said  :  — 

"  Now  I  come  to  the  latest  pro|io«il  of  President  Kruger,  and  I  am  glad 
to  cotne  to  it  because  it  marks  the  hrst  advance  in  this  business.     I  and  the 
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GoTeraraent  are  deflirous  of  regarding  it  aa  u)  indication  of  a  coDcUiBtory 
spirit.  We  recognise  that  it  is  a  real  advance  upon  previous  proposals  ;  And 
we  hope  to  hnd  in  it  a  boHis  for  a  satisfactory  settlument.  I  am  not  going  to 
insult  President  Eruger  by  Huppoaiiut  that  this  proposal  has  been  autde 
otherwise  than  in  perfect  good  faith,  I  assume  Chat  it  is  a  boitd  fide  attempt 
to  meet  her  Majesty's  Oovemmeut'a  repreaentations,  and  that  President 
Kmger  is  not  goUK  to  break  the  word  of  promise  to  the  hope  and  keep  it  u* 
the  ear.  The  only  point  is  that  in  regard  t«  this,  as  in  regard  to  the  previous 
propoeals,  we  have  to  see,  by  carefully  examining  the  prolMbla  resalt,  whether 
or  not  it  is  likely  to  give  immediate  and  sulntantial  representation.  But  if 
it  does  not ;  if  tre  are  able  to  show  that  it  does  nut  ;  then-— I  « ill  assume 
that  President  Kruger  must  have  the  same  object  that  we  have,  and  muHt  be 
seeking,  as  we  are,  t'>  relieve  the  pressure  of  a  great  number  of  questions  by 
allowing  the  Uitknders  to  work  out  their  oven  salvation  by  means  of  separAte 
representation —President  Kruger,  who  is  aware  of  this,  and  must  share  our 
views,  will  no  doubt  be  willing  to  make  such  Alterations  in  his  lateet 
propc«als  ns  will  make  them  effective  for  the  purpose.  ,  .  .  We  regret 
thatPresideutKrugerdidnotBeefittocommunicntetous  the  proposals  which 
he  was  about  to  submit  to  the  Volksraad,  in  order  that  we  might  have  consultod 
with  him  in  a  friendly  way,  and  the  mutter  might  not  be  dealt  with  without  our 
having  an  opportunity  of  saying  a  single  wora  of  comment  or  criticism.  The 
result  has  bran,  of  course,  that  the  Act  has  now  passed  the  Volksraad  ;  fuid 
we  are  told  that  it  is  finally  fixed.  If  we  were  to  take  that  literally,  it  would 
be  an  unfortunate  position.  But  I  do  not  take  it  literally.  The  President, 
in  the  communication  in  which  he  refused  to  communicate  the  Act,  invited 
friendly  advice.  We  think  that  we  are  justified  in  chose  circumstances  in 
appealing  to  him — aa  we  have  done — that  a  joint  inquiry  shall  be  held  into 
these  latest  proposals  with  a  view  of  seeing  how  tar  they  will  go  in  giving 
that  Bubstflntial  and  immediate  representation  to  the  alien  population  whicb 
alone  can  bo  considered  aa  a  basis  of  satisfactory  settlement.  If  this  inquiry 
is  acce|>ted,  and  when  it  is  concluded,  the  experts  who  will  be  engaged  in  it 
will  make  a  report  to  the  two  Governments,  and  then  we  hope  that  it  may 
be  possible  for  us  to  come  to  an  agreement.  In  any  cose,  we  stiall  preae  for 
the  necessary  alterations  in  order  to  secure  the  object  which  I  have  stat-ed.  I 
have  said  that  up  to  the  present  time  we  have  used  no  threats.  We  hap« 
issued  no  ultimatum,  and  we  do  nut  intend  to  he  hurried.  I  regret  moat 
seriously  and  I  sympathise  with  the  state  of  Cenaion  which  is  caused  by  delay 
in  the  Transvaal  itself  and  in  the  surrounding  colonies.  I  recognise  thAt 
many  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  country  must  be  suffering  loss  and  gie»t 
anxiety  in  consequence.  But  at  Che  same  time  the  lesjKinsibility  of  this 
business  is  oum,  and  it  is  so  great  a  responsibility  that  we  must  choose  our 
own  time  and  method  for  giving  effect  to  the  policy  which  we  have 
announced.  But  while  we  intend  to  exhaust  conciliatory  methods  and  what 
is  called  '  moral  pressure,'  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  griev- 
ances of  the  Ui danders  are  substantial  grievances.  The  situation  which  they 
have  caused  is  a  matter  of  Imperial  concern.  We  have  taken  up  the  cause, 
and  we  are  bound  to  see  it  through.  And  we  shall  not  rest  until  a  conclusion, 
satisfactory  in  our  opinion  at  any  rate,  has  been  reached." 
There  was  much  that  was  exceedingly  mischievous  in  Mr.  Chamberlain '» 
Hpeecb  in  which  lie  emphasised  the  necessity  for  insisting  on 
"ascendency"  in  South  Africa;  but  the  practical  proposal  in  the 
above  is  excellent— that  a  joint  enquiry  shall  determine  exactly  what 
the  new  franchise  proposals  are.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  this 
will  be  accepted  by  the  Boers,  who  (it  is  said)  would  prefer  & 
Commission  to  discuss  all  the  points  of  difference. 
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As  to  the  point  of  view  of  the  Oppositioo, 
The  Opposition  that  w&s  expresaeti  in  the  Lords  by  Lord 
AVD  THB  Transvaal.  Kimborley,  and  in  the  Comraons  by  Sir  Henry 
Carapbell-Bannerman,  Both  admit  tbat^the 
Uitlanders  have 'grievances  of  \rhich  they  may  legitimately  coraplftin, 
but  it  does  not  follow  that  a  policy  of  splash  and  excitement  is  best 
calculated  to  secure  the  desired  end.     Lord  Rimberley  said  : — 

"It  is  possible  to  conceive  that  there  is  a  party  in  South  Africa  and  in 
this  country  who  rather  eeent  to  widh  to  make  it  clear  that  we  have  arrived 
at  a  criata  when  threats  of  war  are  really  necessary.  That  is  what  I  alto- 
fjether  deprecate.  I  believe  that  the  proper  course  is  that  which  is  well 
described  bf  Sir  Alfred  Hilner — *  firm  and  friendly  pressure. '  I  am  willing 
to  beUeve  that  that  is  the  policy  which  the  Government  are  pursuing.  Of 
course,  none  of  us  can  absolutely  pretend  to  foresee  all  the  contingencies 
that  may  occur,  and  none  of  us  can  bind  ourselves  to  say  what  should  be 
done  in  this  or  that  contingency.  Let  us  have  firm  and  friendly  pressure — 
firm  by  all  means  ;  such  a  pressure  as  will  make  ir  plainly  and  clearly 
understood  by  all  concerned  that  this  country  is  in  earnest.  I  have  nothing 
to  add  to  that  or  to  diminish  it.  No  difficult  policy  can  be  carried  through 
unless  you  are  in  earnest,  but  I  believe  and  hope  that  that  earnestness  will 
reault  in  a  peaceful  settlement,  and  that  it  may  be  made  the  foundation  of 
what  we  all  desire — a  lasting  peace  and  tramiuillity  in  South  Africa. " 
Sir  Henry  Campbell- Ban nennan  said : — 

*'  1  altogether  disbelieve  in  the  efficacy  in  this  case,  and  in  most  other 
cases,  of  threats  and  hints  of  armed  force,  whether  they  take  the  form  of 
open  words  or  newspaper  announcements  of  military  preparations.  As  to 
war  itself,  a  direct  praparation  for  actual  hostiltties,  I  must  only  repeat  here 
what  I  have  said  elsewhere,  that  from  the  beginning  of  this  story  to  the  end 
of  it  I  can  see  nothing  whatever  which  furnishes  a  case  for  armed  interven- 
tion, and  least  of  all  during  the  recent  days  or  weeks  when  we  are  evidently 
•pproachine,  if  only  circumstances  continue  favourable,  a  solution  of  the 
question.  Let  me  say  this,  I  see  war  talked  of  very  glibly  and  very  lightly 
sometimes,  and  I  would  say  this,  that  there  is  no  part  of  the  world,  and  I 
include  in  that  South  Africa,  in  which  from  one  year  to  another  there  may 
not  occur  at  almost  any  time  the  necessity  for  this  country  to  take  up  arms 
in  vindication  of  its  essential  interests.  But  a  war  in  South  Africa— a  war 
with  one  of  the  independent  States  in  South  Africa — would  be  one  of  the 
direst  calamities  that  could  occur.  However  speedy  and  successful  might  be 
tlie  issue  of  that  war — and  1  do  not  dispute  for  a  moment  that  it  womd  be 
successful — it  would  leave  behind  it  during  many  after-generations  a  race 
feud,  not  a  feud  between  us  and  one  particular  small  country,  and  not, 
perhaps,  increasing  much  in  size  in  that  remote  quarter,  but  a  race  feud 
extending  through  the  whole  of  our  colonies  and  possessions,  which  would 
make  the  good  government  of  that  continent  almost  impossible." 
We  are  confident  that  in  these  expressions  of  opinion  the  Liberal 
leaders  carry  with  them  the  great  bulk  of  the  people. 

air  Henry  Campbell- Bannermaa    did  well 

Mr.  Chaubbrlain's    in  the  debate  to  remind  Mr.  Chamberlain  of 

1896  Traitstaal      some  of  the  views  which  the  latter  expressed 

Views.  in   1896.      They  are  so  important  that  we  put 

them  on  record.      On  May   8th,    1696,  Mr. 

CfaamberUin  said  in  the  House  of  Commoiis : — 
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"A  war  in  South  Africa^  would  be  une  of  the  luost  serious  wars  that 
could  possibly  be  waged.  It  would  be  a  long  wikr,  a  bitter  war,  and  a  coatlf 
war,  and,  u  1  have  pointed  out  already,  it  would  leave  behind  it  impreasioos 
of  strife  which,  I  believe,  gaaerations  would  hardly  be  able  to  blot  out ; 
and  to  go  to  war  with  President  Kruger  to  enforce  upon  him  reforms  in  the 
internal  a&irs  of  his  State,  in  which  Secretaries  of  State,  standing  in  their 
plaoe,  have  repudiated  all  rl^ht  of  interference,  that  would  be  a  course  of 
action  which  would  be  immoral." 

Again  in  1896  Mr.  Chamberlain  aaid:  — 

"  What  is  the  alternative  policy  which  the  hoa.  member  would  hare  pub 
forward  ?  We  know  what  it  would  be.  He  would  have  sent  an  ultimatum 
to  President  Kruger  that,  unless  these  reforms,  which  he  would  have 
apectfied,  were  granted  by  a  particular  day,  the  British  Government  would 
interfere  by  force,  and  then  ha  would  have  come  here  and  he  would  have 
asked  the  House  for  a  vote  of  credit  of  £10,000,000  or  £20,000,000,  it  would 
not  matter  which  particularly,  and  would  send  an  army  of  20,000  men  at 
least  to  force  President  Kruger  to  grant  reforms  in  a  State  with  which  we 
have  pledged  ourselves  repeatedly— not  this  Qovemment,  but  previous 
Goveruments  by  the  mouths  of  successive  Secretaries  of  State — that  we 
would  have  nothing  to  do.  That  is  his  policy.  It  is  not  my  policy,  and  it 
never  will  be." 

As  to  the  importance  of  conciliating  Dutch  opinion  in  South  Africa 
Mr.  Chamberlain  aaid  on  April  22nd,  1896  :— 

"  Now,  as  the  paramount  Power  we  cannot  be  indifferent  to  a  state  of 
things  which  involves  injustice  to  our  o»n  subjects  and  which  involves 
danger  to  the  peace  of  South  Africa  ;  but  as  a  Dutch  Government  ourselves 
as  well  as  an  English  Government,  it  ought  to  be  our  object  in  endeavouring 
to  secure  the  redress  of  those  grievances  to  carry  with  us  our  own  Dutch 
fellow  subjects.  Uj)  to  a  recent  date,  until  recent  events,  the  sympathy  of 
the  Dutch  population  at  the  Cape,  in  the  Oranee  Free  State,  and  even  of 
the  progressive  Dutchmen  in  the  South  African  Republic — the  sympathy  of 
alt  was  with  the  Imperial  Government  and  the  Uitlanders  in  endeavouring 
to  secure  the  redress  oF  grievances.  But  since  then  there  has  been  a 
revulsion  of  feeling  from  causes  that  are  well  known,  but  I  do  not  despair, 
in  tact,  I  have  the  confident  hope  that  we  shall  be  able  to  restore  th» 
situation  as  it  was  before  the  invasion  of  the  Transvaal,  and  to  have  at  our 
backs  the  sympathy  and  support  of  the  Dutch  population  in  South  Africa  ; 
and  it  we  have  that,  the  nation,  the  united  nation  which  that  will  con- 
stitute, will  be  a  nation  which  no  power  in  Africa  can  resist." 

If  for  once  in  a  way  Mr.  Chamberlain  consents  not  to  belie  liis  past  it 
will  be  all  right.  But  there  are  ominous  symptoms  that  once  again  he 
has  thrown  over  hia  "past." 


In  dealing  with  the  Private  Legislation 
A  Correction.  Procedure  (Scotland)  BUI  (now  sure  of  passage 
into  law)  last  month  we  said  that  the  tribunal 
choaen  by  the  Government  consists  of  "  two  Commissioners  chosen 
in  the  first  instance  from  each  House  of  Parliament."  This  was 
worded  a  little  ambiguously— there  are  to  be  /owr  Commissioners,  two 
from  each  House. 
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After  the  election  at  St.  Fancras  we  may 
The  once  again    conveniently    take  stock   of   the 

Bv-Elrctionb.         electoral   situation.     First   we    conaider  those 
seats  which  have  been  contested    at    the    by- 
electiona.     Since  the  General  Election  of  1895  there  have  been  in  all 
(excluding  Irelaud)  56  such  contests.     The  result  in  seats  (excluding 
the^r«(  by-eloction  at  Soutbport)  may  be  shown  as  follows  : — 
1893    -    -    -{ell    L  maj.  7. 
1895    -    -    -\^ll    Cmaj.  11. 

By  elections  -  ^  n  oo     ^  ™^J-  ^^■ 
So  far,  therefore,  as  seats  are  concerned,   the  Liberal  party  has  not 
only  improved  on  the  1895  result,  which  resulted  in  a  Conservative 
victory,  but  Is  better  off  than  in  1892— a  year  of  Liberal  triumph. 

The  result  in  votes  is  equally  encouraging — as  will  be  seen  from 
the  following  tables.  We  have  not  included  (1)  Aberdeen  (since  there 
the  contest  was  between  a  Liberal  and  an  T.L.P,  candidate),  (2) 
ChcrUfiy,  (3)  PelergJUld,  (4)  Briffktmde,  (6)  Maidatotu,  (6)  Wokinyham, 
(7)  WeM  Stafford,  (8)  Ea»t  HertfordehiTe,  (9)  Rotherham,  (10)  Hy^, 
(11)  Harrow  (since  these  ten  constituencies  were  not  fought  at  both 
the  General  Elections  of  1892  and  1895),  (12)  South  Wolverhamplou 
(which  until  thb  year  had  never  been  polled),  and  (13)  Oggoldcrott 
(since  there  the  contest  was  between  two  Liberal  candidate).  The 
votes  polled  by  third  candidates  are  not  reckoned,  whilst  at  South- 
ampton, Halifax,  Plymouth,  York,  and  Oldham,  bve  double-membered 
constituencies,  the  party  vote  is  got  by  taking  the  average  vote  of  the 
two  candidates  standing  in  the  same  interest.  First  of  all  we  give  the 
summarised  vote  results,  confining  ourselves  to  seats  where  a  comparison 
can  be  made  between  the  by-elections  and  the  General  Election : — 
1893  1895.  By-electiona 

Liberal  Vote 175.397     ...     169,883     ...      192,713 

Conservative  Vote...     162,273     ...      179,233     ...      175,907     . 

Majority      ...    L  13,124  C  9,360  L  16,806 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  point  out  that  the  position  of  the  Liberal 
party  is  not  aa  good  yot  as  it  was  in  1885.  but  taking  the  seats 
contested  (1)  in  1885,  (2)  in  1892,  and  (3)  in  by-elections  since  1895, 
we  have : — 

1885.  1892.  By-elections. 

Liberal  Vote 196,405     ...     196,680     ...     217,980 

Conservative  Vote...      164,555     ...     192,318     ...     206,558 

Majoiity     ...  L  31,850  L  4,362  L  11.422 

The  figures  for  (I)  Eml  Edinburgh,  (2)  South  Edinimrgh  (since  there 
the  contests  in  1885  were  between  two  Liberals  in  each  case),  and  (3) 
Oigolderou  (where  the  contest  at  the  by-election  in  1899  was  between 
two  Liberal  candidates),  are  noC  include<l  in  this  table. 
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A   correspondent    writes :    "  Referring    to 
Tort  "  Reduction  "   your    comment    on    Mr.    H.    S.     Cross's    re- 
OF  Taxation.  marks  about    reduction    of    taxation  by  the 

Tories,  can  you  see  your  way  to  give  us  in  a 
short  statement  the  actual  reduction  of  taxation  by  tbia  Government  t 
I  see  that  the  Tories  are  ctrcalsting  this  story  of  immense  reductions. 
Cannot  we  contradict  it  by  facts  and  not  by  mere  denials  T "  We 
gladly  give  the  details  for  which  our  correspondent  asks  ;— 

I. — Taxation  Rbmittbd. 

£  £ 

1896-7.        Modification  of  Estate  Doty  :— 
(a)  Bixemption  of  objects  of 
National,      Scientific     or 
Historical  Interest         ...      100,000 
(6)  Other  concessions        ...     100,000      200,000 
R«dactioD  of  Land  Tax  from 
4b.  in  the  £,  to  Is.  on  the 
annual  value  of  land  subject 

to  I^nd  Tax       80,000 

1897-8.  NU.  

1898-9.        Farther     graduation    of    the 

Income  Tax        100,000 

Re-  arrangement     of     Death 

Duties  and  Land  Tax       ...                       285,000 
Reduction  of  Tobacco  Duty...                      1,120,000 
1899-1900.  Jra.  


Total  £1,785,000 


II. — Taxation  Impobbd. 


1899-1900.    Two  new  Stamp  Duties... 
Increased  Wine  Duties... 


Total      J800,000 


III. — SUHMABT. 


Total  Taxation  Remitted  .. 
„  „        Imposed    .. 


Net  Remission      985,000 


During  tbia  period  the  amount  of  the  revenue  has  gone   up  enor- 
mously : — 

£ 
Revenue,  1894-95  ...  94,684,000 

„  1899-1900     ...        108,336,000 

Increase ...  13,652,000 
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The  money  has  all  beeo  spent — chiefly  in  "  doles  "  and  armaments. 
In  addition  it  should  be  remembered  that  whilst  the  not  remission  of 
taxation  is  less  than  a  million,  the  Oovernment  have  raided  the  Sinking 
Fund  to  the  tune  of  two  millions.  With  honest  finance  and  the  same 
amount  of  money  expended,  taxation  would  actually  have  inereaeed 
by  a  million  ! 


The  Clerical  Tithes  Bill  took  four  days  in 
The  Clbricai,  Tithbs  Committee,  and  was  finally  carried  after  half-o- 
Bill — Cokhitteb.  night  sitting  (the  House  not  rising  nntil  four 
in  the  morning)  and  with  plenty  of  closure  en 
bloc.  In  order  to  save  the  necessity  of  having  a  report  stage  Mr. 
Balfour  adopted  the  doctrine  of  "  verbal  inspiration  "  and  the  Bill  was 
forced  through  in  precisely  the  same  form  as  introduced —  it  will 
be  remembered  that  precisely  the  same  thing  happened  over  the 
Voluntary  Schools  Act.  We  give  an  account  of  the  more  important 
amendmente  moved  in  Committee  : — 

1.  Mr.  Iaoyd-Oroeob  (L)  (Carnarvon)  (July  10(A)  moved  that  the 
relief  should  be  confined  to  cases  where  the  tithe  rent-charge  is  of 
less  than  £200  yearly.  Lost  by  251  to  153  (majority  98).  This  was 
an  attempt  to  secure  that  the  money  of  the  taxpayer  should  only  go  to 
those  clergy  who  are  really  in  need  of  the  "  dole."  The  amendment 
was  resisted  by  the  Oovernment  on  the  ground  that  the  measure  was 
one  of  justice,  not  of  mercy.  The  answer  to  that  ia  simple  but 
smasbing— that,  if  tliat  were  so,  lay  tithe  as  well  as  clerical  would  be 
the  subject  of  relief  ;  which,  in  point  of  fact,  it  is  not. 

2.  Mr.  NuasEY  (L)  (Pontefract)  (July  10(A)  moved  that  the 
relief  should  be  confined  to  rent-charge  "  derived  from  agricultural 
land."  Lost  by  181  to  98  (majority  83).  As  Mr.  Lloyd-George 
pointed  out,  there  was  no  demand  made  before  the  Ixtcal  Taxation 
Commission  on  behalf  of  clergymen  who  derived  their  tithes  from 
property  other  than  agricultural  land.  There  is  no  sort  of  case  for 
relieving  urban  clergy  of  liability  for  half  their  rates. 

3.  Mr.  Lambert  (L)  (South  Molton)  {July  \Olh)  moved  that  the 
relief  should  be  confined  to  tithe  rent-char^,  "  which  had  no  addition 
at  the  time  of  commutation  as  an  equivalent  of  rates  and  taxes."  Lost 
by  264  to  151  (majority  113).  In  the  course  of  the  discussion  Mr. 
Balfour  practically  gave  away  the  whole  case  for  the  Bill : — 

"  As  to  the  grievance  of  which  the  clergy  complained,  he  himself  had 
never  heard  any  clet^ynian,  however  solicitous  of  the  rights  of  his  order,  put 
forward  a  contention  so  preposterous  as  thiit  he  was  entitled  to  the  full  tithe 
rent-charge  without  deduction  of  rates  at  all.  The  only  contention  he  had 
heard  put  forward  by  the  clergy  was  that  theyposaessed  for  services  rendered 
a  rateable  propeity,  that  they  desired  that  that  property  should  be  rated  on 
equitable  terms,  and  that  the  terms  on  which  they  were  rated  at  the  present 
time  were  not  equitable.  Tho  right  hon.  gentleman  (Sir  W.  Kareotai)  knew 
far  too  much  about  the  subject  to  be  dragged  into  bhe  vulgar  fallacy  of 
supposing  that  there  was  no  claim  properly  to  be  urged  by  the  clergy  on 
account  of  the  private  arrangement  which  they  made  before  the  commutation 
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period  with  regard  to  the  payment  of  rt,tes.  When  that  commut«ti<m  was 
made,  all  those  private  arrangements  were  swept  away,  and  what  was  pat  in 
their  place  was  this^that  the  clergy  were  to  be  entitled  to  the  whole  of  tjie 
tithe  rent-chai^e,  subject  to  the  rates,  that  might  properly  be  paid  upon  the 
account  of  that  property.  On  that  arrangement  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
seemed  to  base  the  contention  that  any  reform  of  an  injuetice,  if  injustice 
there  was,  was  quite  impossible.  Were  hon.  members  prepared  to  saj?  that 
because  these  inequitable  rates  had  been  levied  for  ten  or  twenty  years,  or 
for  a  generation  or  two,  therefore  no  reform  could  be  claimed  by  the  perstnu 
who  were  paying  these  rates  ?  Such  a  contention  it  was  quite  impossible  to 
maintain,  and  the  distinction  which  it  was  attempted  to  draw  between  two 
kinds  of  clerical  tithe  owners  was  an  impossible,  illogical,  and  anhistorical 
distinction." 

Here  Mr.  Balfour  admits  that  when  tithes  were  commuted  the  tithe 
owner  were  given  their  tithe  rent-charge  leas  the  rates  upon  it — in 
other  words  that  the  rates  have  tn  be  deducted  before  you  get  the 
parson's  income.  And  rates  have  since  1836  fallen  considerably  in  the 
rural  districts,  with  the  result  that,  so  far  as  that  is  concerned,  the 
clerical  tithe  owner  is  better  ofi^  not  worse. 

4.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas  (L)  (Merthyi)  (Jul;/  \OtA)  moved  that  the 
tithe  charge  should  be  "not  severed  from"  in  place  of  "attached  to" 
a  benefice.  Closured  and  lost  by  241  to  134  (majority  107).  The 
point  involved  here  was  whether  tithes  once  attached  to  a  benefice  and 
afterwards  re-attached  ought  to  come  within  the  scope  of  the  BiU. 
Mr.  Fletcher  Moulton  (L)  (Laonceston)  said  on  this  point  :— 

"  The  answer  of  the  Solicitor-General  that  any  tithe  in  future  attached 
to  a  benefice  would  come  under  the  scope  of  this  Act  put  quite  a  difiermt 
complexion  on  the  Bill.  They  had  realiaed  that  the  richest  Church  in  the 
world  could  not  support  its  ministers  or,  at  all  events,  while  the  poorer 
Ohurchee  were  making  heroic  efforts  to  support  their  own  ministers,  it  pre- 
ferred to  ask  the  Sttte  for  an  endowment.  But  they  had  not  thought  that 
it  was  going  to  inaugurate  a  system  of  cheap  charity.  In  old  days  somebody 
they  read  of  was  squeamish  enough  not  to  give  unto  the  Lord  that  that  coat 
bim  nothing,  but  it  appeared  to  niin  that  our  great  Church  had  got  quite 
above  those  ideas.  Tne  hon.  member  who  sfioke  last  called  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  owned  an  enormous  amount  of 
tithes— bringing  in,  he  believed,  £300,000  a  year,  revenues  which  they  could 
use  for  the  benefit  of  the  Church.  According  to  this  edition  of  the  BiU  they 
could  force  out  of  the  public  pocket  something  like  £20,000  to  £25,000 ayeu 
simply  by  using  those  tithes  in  specie  to  increase  the  value  of  benefices 
instead  of  collecting  the  money  and  giving  the  money  themselves.  So  that 
this  Bill  would  enable  the  Church,  after  getting  this  extra  endowment  of 
£87,000  a  year,  on  the  will  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  to  increase  it 
by  something  like  £25,000  a  year  more.  That  was  not  all,  for  it  at  once 
made  a  market  for  the  tithes  in  the  hands  of  the  lay  impropriators.  This 
was  the  Bill  that  was  based  on  justice.  The  plea  of  justice,  unsound 
before,  now  became  comic." 

&.  Mr.  S.  T.  Evans  (L)  (Mid-Glamorgan)  (July  Utk)  moved  to 
confine  the  relief  to  the  case  of  benefices  to  which  the  tithe-owner  may 
be  presented  after  the  passing  of  the  Act.  Closured  and  lost  by  362 
to  165  (majority  97),  The  clergy  who  are  at  present  beneficed  to<* 
their  livings  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  conditions,  and  it  is  an  odd 
thing  for  the  party  which  likes  to  associate  itself  with  "sancdtf  of 
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contract"  to  step  in  and  relievo  the  clergyman  by  relieving  him  of 
half  his  obligation  to  pay  rates. 

6.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas  (L)  (Merthyr)  {/uiy  ll(/t)  moved  that  the 
amount  of  rate  relief  should  vary  according  to  a  sliding  scale,  the 
poorest  clergy  being  relieved  the  moat.  Lost  by  227  to  125  (majority 
102).     Speaking  on  this  amendment,  Sir  William  HarcourC  said:  — 

"A  false  principle  was  being  applied  to  rating.  Tliis  baing  n  tax  upon 
property,  they  hnd  no  right  to  make  kh;  distinction  whatever  with  reg'ira  to 
the  persou  paying  it.  If  the  Government  choHo  to  say  that  tliey  gave  this 
money  to  the  clorgy  because  they  stood  in  a  different  position  to  that  of  all 
other  owners  of  tithe  property  they  ought,  in  dealing  with  the  personal 
situation  of  the  individuals,  to  adjust  their  Bclieua  in  regard  to  the  difference 
of  the  position  of  the  individuali. " 

7.  Mr.  Lionel  {Iolland  (C)  (Bow  and  Bromley)  (Jtdy  12(A)  moved 
to  omit  the  provision  that  the  rates  from  which  clerical  tithe  owners  are 
to  be  exempted  should  be  paid  out  of  the  Local  Taxation  Account. 
Lost  by  257  to  157  (majority  100).  Mr.  Holland  is  in  favour  of  clerical 
relief,  but  his  point  was  that,  if  the  clergy  have  up  to  now  overpaid, 
the  ratepayers  in  tlie  localities  have  benefited,  and  that  the  relief 
ought  to  come  out  of  local  rates,  not  out  of  money  obtained  by  general 
taxation.     Mr.  Holland  said : — 

"  He  would  take  the  case  of  London.  He  found  that  under  the  Bill  the 
clergy  of  London  would  benefit  by  the  eieraption  to  the  extent  of  £900,  and 
yet  out  of  the  £87,000  London  ratepayers  would  have  to  contribute  £19,000. 
That  was  to  say,  a  sum  was  to  be  taken  away  from  London  equal  to  an 
increMe  in  the  rates  of  one'eighth  of  a  penny,  and  this  increase  was  to  be 
levied  on  people  heavily  enough  rated  alresdy.  And  this  was  to  be  done, 
not  for  the  benelit  of  necasiit'ius  cleigy,  not  for  the  benefit  of  clergy  in  their 
own  districts,  but  it  was  to  be  done  bo  as  to  enable  other  ratepayers  in  those 
districts  to  continue  to  pay  less  than  their  fair  and  just  share  of  their  own 
local  rates.  That  seemed  to  him  to  be  a  pretty  cool  demand  to  make  on  the 
ground  of  justice.  If  there  was  an  injustice,  he  contended  the  amount 
should  be  imde  up  out  of  the  rates  raised  in  the  same  locality.  If  a  parish 
or  a  district  was  in  arrears,  it  did  not  gu  cadging  round  to  other  districts  to 
make  up  the  rates.  It  made  up  the  deficiency  for  itself.  He  admitted  that 
this  relief  should  not  be  thrown  upon  the  general  body  of  taxpayers.   On  the 

Sund  on  which  the  Bill  had  been  supported  he  did  not  think  it  would  be 
'  tj>  do  so.  At  the  same  time  it  was  unfair  that  the  ratepayers  in  districts 
where  there  was  no  clerical  tithe,  or  where  the  tithe  was  of  a  very  small 
amount,  should  be  called  upon  to  pay  for  the  benefit  of  other  ratepayers  in 
other  districts." 

Mr.  James  Stuart  (L)  (Hoxton)  gave  some  further  instances  of  the 
inequalities  created  by  the  Bill : — 

"  The  contribution  of  Norfolk,  for  instance,  towards  the  purposes  of  the 
Bill  would  be  £1,288  per  annum ;  hut  aid  to  the  eitent  of  £7,308  per  annum 
was  to  be  given  to  the  tithe-owning  clergy  in  that  county— that  was  to  say, 
Norfolk  profited  to  the  extent  of  £7,308  by  the  unj  t  rat  g  f  he  clei^y, 
and  would  only  pay  £1,388  towards  the  redress  of  th  j  t  The  county 
of  Monmouth  would  have  to  contribute  £061,   a  d  th  t    t  would 

receive  would  be  £819  ;  in  other  words,  the  county    f  M  n        th  was  baing 
dealt  with  on  a  principle  of  fairness.     Perhaps  th  t  k  ble  case 

was  Suffolk.     It  would  have  to  pay  £791  ;  the  an    u  t    t  w    Id  receive 
would  be  £5,683.     Essex  would  profit  by  £6,724,  and  w  uld  h    e  to  pay 
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£2,479  ;  Kent  would  receive  £5,170,  and  would  pa;  £2,688  ;  Hertfordehiie 
would  receive  £1,672,  and  would  pay  £757.  Where  was  the  difference  to 
come  (mm?  It  would  come  from  the  boroughs  of  the  country,  and  above 
all  from  the  county  of  London." 

Mr.  Waller  Long's  reply  to  this  amendment  was  to  declare  that  (1)  the 
Government  had  so  "  spread  "  tlie  cost  of  the  Bill  that  at  the  worst  (2) 
no  ooe  would  be  more  than  2^d.  the  worse  : — 

(1).  "The  view  of  the  Government  was  that  it  was  their  duty  to  see  that 
the  burden  was  spread  over  the  widest  possible  area,  and  so  cast  the 
mhiimiim  of  burden  on  the  individual." 

(2).  "  It  was  also  said  that  the  proposal  of  the  Bill  meant  an  increase  in 
the  burdens  of  working  men.  The  rates  of  houses  rated  at  £20  in  London 
and  other  large  towns  were  paid  under  the  composition  system,  and  therefore 
they  were  not  directly  paid,  at  all  events  by  the  occupants  of  the  houses. 
Now,  in  the  case  of  a  house  rated  at  £20  per  annum  the  increase  brought 
about  by  the  operation  of  the  Bill  would  be  only  2id.  a  year  ;  and  was  it  not 
preposterous  to  suggest  that  all  tlie  customs  ana  ^p:eeiuunts  under  which 
worlcing  men  held  houses  would  be  upset  for  the  sake  of  2Jd.  a  year  ? " 
Sir  William  Harcourt  at  once  supplied  the  appropriate  retort  to  this 
wonderful  doctrine  of  "  spreading  "  ;— 

"First  of  all  he  {Mr.  Lonij)  said,  'I  have  spread  it  widely.'  Yes,  but 
when  you  spread  a  charge  widely  it  does  not  justify  it  to  the  people  who 
have  to  pay.  It  is  the  uiost  extraordinaiy  financial  proposition  I  have  ever 
heard  of.  I  do  not  know  whether  intentionally  or  acciclentally  ho  fixed  the 
figure  at  21d.  I  do  not  wish  any  discourtesy  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
but  I  should  say  the  value  of  that  argument  is  very  accurately  reprenented 
by  the  figure  he  selected.  He  has  said  that  the  Government  are  dealing 
with  this  question  as  a  rating  question  ;  that  they  are  redressing  inequality 
of  rating.  Well,  you  would  supjKise  that  when  you  are  redressing  in- 
equality of  rating  you  would  deal  with  it  upon  sound  rating  principles,  and 
sound  rating  principles  are  always  connected  with  local  taxation  and  not 
with  general  taxation.  This 'spreading' argument  might  be  justified  if  it 
was  for  a  national  object,  but  at  any  time,  and  particularly  at  this  moment, 
it  would  be  inconvenient  to  put  forward  the  endowment  of  the  clei^y  as  a 
national  object.  What  the  Uovemment  say  is,  '  While  we  are  going  to 
relieve  the  people  who  ought  not  to  pay  so  much,  we  are  not  going  to  pub 
the  burden  upon  the  people  who  consequently  j>ay  too  little.  That  would 
be  dreadfully  unpopular.  Therefore,  let  us  put  it  on  everybody  and  make 
everybody  pay.'  Everybody  does  not  agree  with  that  view  of  the  subject, 
and  I  have  never  heard  the  word  'spreading'  applied  to  finance  without 
knowing  that  there  was  something  extremely  unsound  in  the  proposition." 
Ttiere  were  several  hot  protests  against  the  methods  of  the  Bill  from 
Tories.     Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (C)  (King's  Lynn)  said :— 

"  The  whole  question  was  on  whose  shoulders  should  the  extra  burden  be 

S laced.  Hon.  members  on  the  Ministerial  side  of  the  House  were  well 
isposed  towards  the  Bill,  but  surely  the  Government  were  not  going  to 
impose  on  them  the  iron  rule  of  accepting  the  particular  method  put  forward 
b^  the  Government,  without  being  allowed  to  suggest  an  alteration  of  any 
kind.      The  Govei'onient  would  not  wish  to  deprive  them  of  the  right  of 

Sriviite  judgment,  or  ask  them  to  vote  at  the  crock  of  the  party  whip.  The 
ovemment  spoke  of  this  Bill  sa  if  it  were  something  sacred,  and  as  if 
perdition  were  pronounced  on  those  who  should  'add  one  word  to  this 
prophecy  or  take  one  word  from  it.'  He  felt  constrained,  in  the  interests  of 
justice,  to  vote  for  the  amendment," 
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Sir  J.  Stirling  Maxwell  (C)  (Olasgow,  College  Division)  said  : — 

"If  they  were  to  ha^e  odious  legislation  of  thia  kind,  there  were  two 
principles  which  ought  to  guide  them.  The  first  was  that  in  removing  one 
injustice  theyshould takecarenot tocreateanotherinjuBtice.  Thesecond  was 
that  if  the;  removed  the  weight  of  local  taxation  from  the  shoulders  of  one 
class  and  placed  on  the  shoulders  of  another  class,  care  ought  to  be  taken  to  see 
that  the  change  was  felt,  not  only  by  those  relieved,  but  by  those  who  had 
to  bear  the  burden.  He  cited  the  instance  of  London  having  to  pay  £19,000 
under  the  Bill,  while  it  only  received  £900 — a  state  of  things  which  might 
be  called  either  an  anomaly  or  an  injustice,  but  wJiich  he  should  prefer  in 
plain  language  to  call  an  injustice.  If  clergymen  in  a  particular  area  were 
paying  too  much,  why  was  it  impossible  to  relieve  them  at  the  expense  of 
those  in  the  locality  who  had  been  paying  too  little  1  He  failed  to  see  any 
ditBculty  in  that  mode  of  aettlingtne  difficulty.  He  should  not  be  able  to 
support  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill  unless  the  Government  yielded." 
Mr.  Bartle;  (C)  (North  Islington)  said  :— 

"  He  could  see  no  logical  reason  against  the  amendment,  because  it  was 
clear  that  if  the  clergy  paid  too  much  the  locality  paid  too  little,  and  the 
obvious  cure  for  the  injustice  was  to  let  the  locality  make  good  the  difference. 
It  was — he  would  not  say  a  cowardly — but  a  timid  way  of  putting  the 
injustice  right  by  taking  the  money  from  a  fund  which  the  common  people 
did  not  exactly  know  where  it  came  from." 

8.  Mr.  CoDRTSEY  Warner  (L)  (Lichfield)  {July  12W)  proposed  that 
the  mone^  should  be  taken  from  the  Local  Taxation  Account,  only 
when  there  was  a  surplus  over  and  above  what  is  required  for  technical 
education.     Closured  and  lost  by  271  to  147  (majority  124). 

9.  Mr.  K  Robertson  (L)  (Dundee)  (July  1 3th)  moved  to  insert  words 
to  make  it  plain  that  the  Local  Taxation  Account  from  which  the 
money  was  to  come  was  the  English  Account,  and  not  either  the  Scotch 
or  Irish.  Closured  and  lost  by  250  to  173  (majority  77).  There 
was  no  reason  for  not  accepting  this  amendment  except  that  Mr. 
Balfour  had  adopted  once  again  the  doctrine  of  "  verbal  inspiration  " 
in  order  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  a  Report  stage. 

10.  Mr.  Herbert  Roberts  (L)  (West  Denbighshire)  {July  13th) 
proposed  an  amendment,  the  effect  of  which  would  have  been  to 
confine  the  operation  of  the  Act  to  benefices  deriving  the  greater 
portion  of  their  income  from  tithe  rent-charge.  Lost  by  226  to  152 
(majority  76). 

1 1.  Mr.  Herbert  LRwrs  (L)  (Flint  Boroughs)  (July  13(A)  moved  to 
defer  operation  of  Act  until  expiration  of  Agricultural  Rating  Act. 
Lost  by  244  to  148  (majority  96).  This  was  to  give  an  opportunity 
for  the  whole  question  of  local  taxation  to  be  reconsidered. 

12.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas  (L)  (Merthyr)  [JtUy  \3th)  moved  to  exclude 
the  Poor  Rat«  from  the  rates  from  half  of  which  the  clergy  are  to  be 
relieved.  Lost  by  266  to  149  (majority  117).  The  clergy  complain 
that  there  are  so  many  new  rates,  but  tithe  has  historically  always 
been  in  part  earmarked  for  the  support  of  the  poor. 

13  Mr.  Herbert  Lewis  (L)  (Flint  Boroughs)  (July  13(A)  moved 
that  Wales  (including  Monmouthshire)  be  excluded  from  the  Bill 
Lost  by  232  to  120  (majority  112). 
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^      f.  The  Clerical  Tithes  Bill  was  read  a  third 

P  majorit;  ot  65.     Mr.   Balfour  boldl;  claimed 

KEADING.  ^^^^  ^j^g  3JI,  j^  j^^  "support  of  the  country." 

I)ut  in  his  heart  of  hearts  he  must  know  better.  At  all  events  bis 
followers  do.  Mr.  Talbot,  the  member  for  Oxford  University,  said  that 
lie  knew  the  measure  was  not  "  popular,"  but  that  for  that  very  reason 
the  many  clergy  whom  he  represented  were  all  the  more  grateful  to  the 
Government.     Major  Rasch  was  even  more  blunt  and  outspoken  :  — 

"Ho  cunfessed  that  neither  his  constituents  nor  himself  hod  any 
«rithusia8tic  admiration  for  the  tactics  which  had  chosen  the  present  time 
for  the  introductLun  of  the  measure.  As  he  held  a  rather  precarious  seat  for 
his  party,  he  fulled  to  undenttand  why  the  Government  should  have  intro~ 
duced  this  Bill  within  what  had  been  called  'the  zone  of  a  ^aneml  election.' 
He  wag  surprised  that  the  Government  hod  not  dealt  with  the  question 
three  years  ago  when  the  Agricultural  Rating  Bill  was  before  the  House. 
But  as  things  were,  from  hiH  knowledge  of  public  feeling  with  regard  to  the 
Bill,  he  would  say  that  if  sn  election  were  contested  on  the  subject  in  his 
part  of  the  country  a  jpud  many  of  his  friends  and  himself  would  be  '  food 
tor  powder. '  He  had  often  heard  of  throwing  a  sprat  to  catch  a  whala,  but  he 
did  not  think  that  a  committee  of  eiparts  would  ever  have  recommended 
the  throwing  of  a  whale  to  catch  a  sprat." 

Mr.  Seton  Karr  was  very  ingenuous  in  the  way  in  which  he  admitted 
that  in  the  Bill  the  Government  "  took  core  of  their  friends  "  : — 

*' Pei'sonally,  he  was  cordially  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  and  he  wis  glftd  to 
tliink  tliat  the  Government  were  doing  something  for  some  of  their  friends 
And  supporters.  He  supported  the  Bill  because  it  whs  an  act  of  justice,  snd 
because  it  was  s  measure  beneUuial  in  its  effect  on  a  certain  class  of  their 
supporters. " 

tiir  Henry  Campbell-B^innerman  put  this  a  little  differently  in  attack- 
ing the  whole  "  dole  "  policy  of  the  Government  r — 

"It  is  a  policy  which  is  deliberate  and  of  set  purpose,  a  policy,  namely, 
of  giving  pecuniary  relief  to  certain  favoured  classes  politically  useful  to  the 
party  in  power,  who  receive  the  subsidy  and  are  expected  to  be  grateful  for 
It,  while  the  funds  to  enable  this  to  be  done  are  provided  in  sudi  a  manner 
as  to  ensure  that  thoao  out  of  whose  pockets  it  is  to  come  should  be  as  little 
as  possible  conscious  of  the  contribution  they  are  making.  But  that  fact 
does  not  make  the  contribution  in  the  least  degree  less  real  or  substantial. 
That  is  the  policy  ;  and  I  must  say  uf  it  that  within  uur  recollection  we  have 
never  seen  it  adopted  by  any  Administration  in  this  country  until  the  present 
Government  came  into  office.  In  remote  history,  perhaps,  we  should  find 
cases  of  it,  but  few,  if  any,  in  which  it  has  been  done  in  so  unblushing  a 
manner  as  here,  and  the  worst  of  it  is  we  have  no  security  that  the  chapter 
is  yet  closed." 

This  made  Mr.  Balfour  very  angry  indeed,  and  he  scolded  Sir  Henry 
for  his  "misrepresentation."  But  Tjord  George  Hamilton  has  frankly 
avowed  that  Sir  Henry  is  absolutely  accurate  in  his  description  of 
what  the  Government  policy  is  For  Lord  George  (speaking  on 
November  17th,  1897)  said  :— 

"It  is  to  safeguard  and  protect  the  interests  of  our  friends,  not  only 
while  we  are  in  office  but  in  the  contingency  of  our  being  out  that  we  have 
acted  throughout." 
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For  the  rest  the  most  remarkable  feature  of  the  conduct  of  the  Bill  in 
the  Commona  was  the  silence  of  Sir  Michael  Hicka-Beaoh.  Aa  Mr. 
Birrell  said,  it  was  "  a  public  scandal  and  a.  constitutional  wrong  that 
a  measure  of  this  sort  should  be  put  through  the  House  of  Commons, 
from  beginning  to  end,  nub  nltntio  as  far  as  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  was  concerned." 

The  total  amount  of  money  taken  from  the 
The  Cost  of  the      Local   Taxation    Account  is    £871.000,     The 
Clehical  Dole  to     amount  of  this  which  will  be  taken  from  the 
THB  LoGALiTiBS.       various  localities  may  be  seen  from  the  follow- 
ing particulars  taken  from  answers  to  questions 
put  to  Mr.  Walter  Long  in  the  House  : — 

EsflLAND  {£83,000).  £ 

Derby         1,070 

Devonshire  1,297 


Counties 


1,934 

ScafTordshire          1,815 

Surrey         1,750 

Warwick 911 

London      19,105 

Birmingham           1,276 

Bristol        679 

County  Boroughs    {     S^^o^port.;;  100 

Exeter       123 

Plymouth 183 

Sheffield      G86 

Wales  and  Monmouth  (£4,000).  £ 

I    Camarthen 277 

Counties    -J    Glamorgan 799 

I    Montgomeryshire ...          ...          ...  229 


0.un.j  B„™«gh.    {    f:^ 


The  clergy  in  the  agricultural  counties  get  the  bulk  of  the  relief,  the 
town  clergy  getting  very  little,  of  course,  in  comparison  with  what  the 
towns  pay.  

In  June,  1891,  a  Parliamentary  return  on 
Clerical  Incomes,  the  revenues  of  the  Church  was  issued  from 
the  Home  Office.  (287— Price  2i<J.)  The 
figures,  which  are  therefore  well  up-to-date,  and  the  latest  available, 
have  been  summarised  by  the  DaUy  Kewt,  from  which  we  take  the 
following: — The  revenues  are  divided  under  four  main  heads  ;  Archi- 
episcopal  and  Episcopal  Sees,  Cathedral  and  Collegiate  Churches, 
Ecclesiastical  BeueGces,  and  the  Ecclesiastical  Commission.  First  let 
us  give  the  totals  under  each  of  these  headings.     The  money  in  each 
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caae  is  drawn  from  various  sources — tithe  rent-charges,  revenue  {rom 
land,  houses,  and  ground  rente,  minerals,  manors,  and  investments  uid 
dividends : — 

Archiepiscopal  and  Episcopal  Sees  ...  £98,908 

Cathedral  and  Coll^iate  Churches  ...  192,460 

Ecclesiastical  BeneBcea       4,213,662 

Ecclesiastical  Commissioners         1,247,827 


ToUl £5,752,857 

The  comparative  smallcess  of  the  first  item  is,  of  course,  accounted 


for  by  the  fact  that  the  greater  pi»rt  of  the  Episcopal  revenues  under 
that  heading  is  administered  by  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners,  and 
is  included  in  the  fourth  item. 

This,  be  it  noted,  is  the  Church  revenue  from  permanent  sources  of 
income  alone,  and  almost  entirely  from  ancienc  endowments.  Only 
£273,686  of  it  arises  from  private  benefactions  since  the  beginning  of 
last  century.  That  is  an  important  point  to  bear  in  mind,  becanse  it 
has  frequently  been  asserted  that  the  income  of  the  Church  is  largely 
derived  from  the  benefactions  of  modem  pious  donors  of  endowments 
rather  than  from  historic  and  national  sources  of  revenue.  The  exact 
proportion  is  £5,481,171  from  ancient  endowments,  and  £273,66& 
from  private  benefactions  since  1703. 

But  there  are  other  items  to  be  added  to  this  enormous  revenue. 
There  is  the  value  of  the  houses  attached  to  sees  and  benefices.  We 
desire  to  be  well  within  the  mark  ;  and  so  we  take  the  rateable  value 
of  these  houses.  The  annual  rental  value  is,  of  course,  considerably 
higher.     The  lower  figures,  therefore,  are  : — 

Rateable  Value  of 
Church  Honaes. 
Archiepiscopal  and  Episcopal  Sees           ...        £11,151 
Cathedral  and  Collegiate  Churches           ...  18,928 

Ecclesiastical  Benefices      518,054 


Tout £548,133 

This,  added  to  the  previous  amount,  makes    a  total  annual  Church 
revenue  from  permanent  sources  of  £6,300,990. 

Then  there  are  fees  (marriage,  burial,  etc.),  Elaster  offerings, 
and  pew  rents.  These  cannot  be  estiinatei  with  precision,  since  they 
vary  annually.  But  they  have  been  variously  calculated  at  from  a 
a  million  to  a  million  and  a  half.  Again  we  take  the  lower  figure,  and 
so  we  arrive  at  the  colossal  sum  of  £7,300,990  as  the  annual  revenue 
of  the  Church  from  all  the  sources  we  have  enumerated.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  this  figure  is  somewhat  below  the  mark ;  for  although  the 
income  from  land  has  decreased  during  the  last  decade,  the  income  of 
the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  from  urban  house  property  has 
increased  at  a  greater  rate. 

Leaving  out  the  two  first  items  of  the  return  and  the  revenue  of 
the    Ecctestastical   Commissioners,    let   us   now   examine    the    figures 
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relating  to  ecclesiastical  benefices,  and  note  their  beariog  upon  the 
present  Endowment  Bill.     The  income  of  the  benefices  is  as  follows: — 

Endowments  as  above  £4.213,662 

Value  of  incumbents' honses  518,054 

Fees,  pew  rents,  and  offerings  1,000,000 

Total        £5,731,716 

There  are  13,979  Church  of  England  benefices.  The  revenues  of  the 
Church  for  benefices  alone  amount  therefore  to  an  average  of  £110  a 
year  for  every  beneficed  clergyman.  Now  let  the  reader  return  for  a 
moment  to  the  figures  showing  the  revenue  of  the  Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners.  A  large  part  of  that  revenue —more  than  half — is 
administered  for  the  augmentation  of  benefices.  Again,  as  all  through 
these  calculations,  we  take  the  lower  figure  and  put  it  at  half.  Here, 
then,  is  an  additional  £633,913  to  be  added  to  the  revenue  of  the 
13,979  benefices  of  the  Church,  with  the  result  that  the  sum  total  of 
Church  income  for  ecclesiastical  benefices  alono  works  out  at  an  average 
of  £455  a  year  for  every  beneficed  clergyman  in  the  land;  so  that  by 
a  readjustment  of  its  own  resources,  and  without  touching  the  sums 
held  directly  and  through  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  for 
episcopal  sees  and  cathedral  establishments,  the  Church  could  place  all 
its  ministers  in  possession  of  an  income  far  above  that  which  is  paid 
by  any  other  religious  denomination.  If  its  cleigy  are  anywhere  in 
abject  poverty — and  numbers  of  them  are — the  Church  that  comes 
t^SSi^S  ^  ^^^  public  for  their  relief  instead  of  applying  these 
enormous  resources  of  its  own  to  the  purpose  surely  stands  convicted 
of  meanness  beyond  parallel  in  ecclesiastical  history. 

Mr.  Long  estimates  the  amount  of  the  dole  under  the  BUI  at 
£87,000.  That  amounts  to  just  £6  43.  6d.  a.  head  to  the  beneficed 
clergy  of  the  Church —clergy  already  receiving  average  incomes  of 
£455  a  year.  The  paltry  character  of  the  dole  adds  to  the  meanness 
of  extracting  it  from  the  public.  It  is  not  enough  to  provide  real 
relief  where  relief  is  needed,  and  it  is  Just  enough  to  bring  contempt 
upon  a  Church  that  would  condescend  to  accept  it  while  its  own 
resources  are  so  great.  £6  4b.  6d.  a  year  I  Mr.  Whiteley  told  the 
Government  that  they  were  giving  the  Church  away  with  a  pound  of  tea. 
In  strictly  accurate  figures,  they  are  giving  it  away  for  2s.  4  jd.  a  week ! 

It  may    be    convenient    to    set  out  con- 

WoMBH  AND  THE      secutively  what  has  happened  with  regard  to 

London  Oovebnuent  women   being    permitted    to  sit  on   the    new 

Bill.  metropolitan  boroughs  created  by  the  London 

Government     Bill.       In    the     first    place    it 

should  be  remembered  : — 

(a)  That  the  new  metropolitan  boroughs  take  over  the  functions 
and  duties  of  the  old  vestries,  upon  which  women  were  allowed  to  sit. 

(b)  That  in  the  London  Government  Bill  as  introduced  the  question 
of  the  eligihiUty  of  women  was  (as  the  Government  admitted)  left 
studiously  vague. 
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We  now  BummariBe  what  liaa  luippeaed  io  the  two  Houses  in 
CoDimittee  :— 

1.  April  27th. — Mr,  Boulnois  (C)  (Marylebone,  E.)  moved  in  the 
Commons  that  no  woman  should  be  elifpble  for  the  office  of  either 
mayor,  alderman,  or  councillor.  Lost  hy  127  to  100  (majority  27).  It 
was  upon  this  amendment  that  Mr.  Balfour  made  the  following  extra- 
ordinary announcement  aa  to  the  attitude  of  the  Government  :— 

"  I  rise  on  behftlf  o(  the  Government,  not  to  give  any  guidance  to  the 
Committee  on  the  subject,  but  tosay  thattheGovemment,  aaaGovemment, 
are  incapable  of  giving  any  guidnace  upon  it.  As  a  matt«r  of  fact,  when  the 
division  cornea  it  will  ba  found  that  this  bench  doea  not  always  go  into  the 
same  lobby  and  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  on  the  subject,  which  it  haa 
never  been  found  poiwible  to  bring  within  the  ordinary  rule  and  compass  of 
party  divisions,  nfy  own  view,  for  what  it  is  worth,  is,  on  the  whole, 
against  the  amendment  of  my  hon.  friend." 

An  analysis  of  thin  division  shows  that,  including  tellers,  there 
Toted  :— 

For  admission  of  Women.         Against. 

Unionists 62  96 

Uberals     60  3 

Nationalists  ...  7  3 

2.  April  27(A.— Mr.  R.  G.  Webstbr  (C)  (St.  Pancras,  E.)  moved  in 
the  Commons  that  women  l>e  excluded  from  the  office  of  aldermen. 
Carried  by  155  to  124  (majority  31).  An  analysis  of  the  division 
(including  teltei's)  shows  : — 

For  Women  Aldermen.         Against. 

Unionists      45  148 

Liberals         ......  75  6 

Kationalists 6  3 

(Some  of  the  figures  here  were  inadvertently  jc'^Bn  incorrectly  last  month.) 
The  result  of  this  division  was  to  leave  the  amendment  in  a  form 
which  made  it  impossible  to  say  whether  women  could  be  aldermen  or 
not.     As  Mr.  Balfour  said  : — 

"It  was  clear  after  the  last  division  that  a  real  decision  on  this  subject 
could  not  be  arrived  at  on  the  Committee  stage.  It  must  be  reserved  for 
the  report  st^e,  becnuat'  wiiatcver  the  Jecision  of  the  Committee  might  be 
upon  the  smendment  before  them  the  fact  that  they  had  omitted  aldermen 
made  it  impossible  that  the  Bill  should  Htand  as  it  was,  for  the  reason  thut 
it  left  the  question  whether  women  could  be  aldcmen  under  the  Bill  to  the 
decision  of  a  Court  of  law.  Evidently  that  could  not  stand.  If  they  meant 
to  exclude  women  they  must  distinctly  say  women  were  not  to  be  mayors, 
aldermen  or  councillors  ;  or  they  might  say  that  women  might  be  councillors 
but  not  mayors  or  aldermen  ;  or  that  they  wight  be  councillors  and 
aldermen  but  not  mayors.  Whatever  they  said  must  be  said  distinctly  : 
but  by  the  last  division  they  had  precluded  themselves  on  the  Committee 
stage  from  saying  it  distinctly.  It  was,  therefore,  perfectly  clear  that  any 
decision  on  the  Committee  stage  oould  not  be  final  or  conclusive.  He  would, 
therefore,  eamostly  suggest  that  the  amendment  should  either  be  withdrawn 
or  that  they  should  at  once  divide  upon  the  question  then  before  them. " 
So  the  amendment  was  withdrawn  after  several  hours  of  the  House 
had  been  absolutely  wasted— thanks  to  the  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
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ment  in  declining  to  take  any  responsibility  for  deciding  what  the 
position  of  woinea  was  to  be  in  tlie  new  conditions  of  London  Govern- 

3.  Jum  &th. —Wa.  CovRTSKt  (LTJ)  (Cornwall,  Bodmin)  moved  in 
the  Commons  that  no  person  shall  be  disqualifted  by  sex  or  marriage 
for  being  elected  or  being  an  alderman  or  a  coancillor.  Carried  by 
196  to  161  (majority  35).  An  analysis  of  this  division  shows  that 
(including  tellers)  there  vot«d  : — 

For  Women  Aldermen.         Against, 

Unionists      79  146 

Liberals         102  14 

Nationalists 17  3 

4.  June  26(A. — Lord  Dunravbk  (C)  moved  in  the  Lords  to  pro- 
hibit women  from  becoming  mayors,  aldermen,  or  councillors.  Carried 
by  181  to  66  (majority  113).     An  analysis  of  the  division  shows: — 

For  Women  A^inst. 

Liberals  32         4 

Unionists         46        177 

5.  Juli/  6£A. — Mr.  Court.vky  (LU)  (Cornwall,  Bodmin)  moved  in. 
the  Commons  that  "  No  woman  be  eligible  for  any  sacb  office  except 
as  a  councillor."  Lost  by  177  to  246  (majority  69).  This  was  an 
amendment  to  the  Lords'  amendment  which  declared  women  ineligible, 
whether   as   aldermen   or  councillors       An  analysis  of    the  division 

For  Women  Councillors.  Against. 

Unionists  ...          ...                    35  237 

Liberals     123  9 

Nationalists          ...                  21  2 

This  is  a  subject  upon  which  the  division  of  opinion  is  not  exactly  on 
party  lines.  But  the  above  analyses  of  the  divisions  tell  their  own 
story,  and  need  no  comment  on  our  part. 

We  are   glad   that   Lord    Carrington    has 
Land  Trkurb  in      recently  raised  the  Welsh  land  question  in  the 
Walks,  House  of  Lords.      On  June  20th  he  asked  the 

Government  their  intentions  with  regard  to  the 
report  of  the  Welsh  Land  Commission,  which  was  appointed  by 
Mr.  Gladstone  in  1893,  and  which  reported  in  1896.  As  usual  there 
were  two  reports,  the  majority  and  minority,  but  all  the  Commis- 
sioners signed  a  large  number  of  important  recommendations.  It  was 
particularly  with  regard  to  these  that  Lord  Carrington  want«d  to 
know  if  the  Government  intended  to  do  anything  by  way  of  legis- 
lation. It  must  be  admitted  that  there  was  at  least  no  ambiguity 
about  Lord  Salisbm^y's  reply : — 

"  I  only  wish  to  say.  in  answer  to  the  noble  lord,  that  we  have  not  the 
Blightest  intention  during  the  present  Session  of  attacking  the  WeUh  sgntrisn 
question,  and  I  do  not  venture  to  prophesy  when  that  question  will  be  dealt 
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vrith.  I  do  not  myself  think  that  it  ia  deiirable  to  have  an  sgrariKD  meaHUre 
for  Wales.  When  the  Iriah  questiuD  wm  put  befora  us  we  were  always  tuld 
that  Ireland  was  a  highly  exceptional  country,  and  that  the  precedents 
which  were  created  then  would  not  be  employed  to  the  injury  of  property  ia 
this  islanil.  I  am  afraid  that  I  always  thought  this  too  sanguine  a  view,  but, 
at  all  events,  such  reasons  as  there  were,  to  which  1  never  attached  any 
value,  tor  the  Irish  Act  in  no  way  apply  to  Wales.  The  propo^  of  the 
noble  lord  was,  I  think,  enveloped  in  unnecessary  complications.  He  tried 
to  persuade  us  that  he  was  simply  the  mouthpiece  of  the  CommiBsion  at  the 
moment  when  it  became  unanimous,  but.  he  gave  us  a  speech  which,  if  ithad 
any  meaning  or  object  at  all,  must  have  pointed — and  I  do  not  think  he 
denied  it— to  the  erection  uf  a  land  Court  with  compulsory  powers.  That  ia, 
to  give  to  some  persons  a  right  to  take  money  out  of  the  pockets  of  the 
landlord  and  to  put  it  into  the  pockets  of  the  tenanta." 

This  last  is  an  idea  that  borrifieB  Lord  Salisbury,  but  we  should  have 
thought  that  the  real  question  was — in  whose  pocket  ought  the  money 
to  bel  IE  the  money  cornea  into  existence  as  the  result  of  the 
tenant's  industry  and  husbandry,  we  should  have  thought  that  it 
properly  went  into  his  pocket.  Lord  Salisbury's  favourite  operation 
)9  just  the  reverse— to  take  money  out  of  the  taxpayer's  pocket  to 
put  it  into  the  landowner's,  Welshmen  will  know,  at  all  events,  that 
they  have  nothing  to  expect  from  the  present  Government  in  the  way 
of  land  legislation. 


The  following  letter  from  Mr.  Augustine 
Mb.  Wanklthand    Birrell,  the  Chairman  of  the  Liberal  Fublica- 
THB  L.P.D.  tion  I>epartment  (appearing  in  the  Time*  of 

July  27th),  explains  itself— 
"  With  reference  to  the  suggestion  Mr.  Wanklyn  ia  good  enough  to  make 
in  your  columns  that  the  Whips  of  the  Liberal  party  should  edit  the  leaSets 
and  circulars  '  of  their  publication  department '  and  thus  preserve  their  party 
and  their  leader  from  the  charge  of  havina  prepared  and  printed  certain 
circulars  at  three  by-elections  relating  to  clerical  grievances  in  the  matter 
of  tithe  rating,  Mr.  Wanklyn,  who  seems  much  distressed,  will  be  glad  to 
learn  that  the  Liberal  Publication  Department,  which  is  the  only  pubhcation 
department  for  which  the  Whips  have  the  faintest  responsibility,  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  preparation,  printing,  or  circulation  of  theee 
circulars,  and  cannot,  even  in  the  remotest  sense,  be  held  responsible  for 
them.  Would  it  be  reanonable  to  hold  Lord  Salisbury  personujly  respon- 
sible for  Mr.  Balfour's  election  card  ?" 

Mr.    Wanklyn    had  said  in  his  letter  (published  in    the     Tunes  on 
July  24th)  ;— 

"...  Now  that  brand  new  Whips  have  been  appointed,  may  I 
suggest  that  they  might  fill  up  some  of  tlieir  spare  time  by  editing  the 
leatiets  and  circulars  of  their  publication  department,  and  thus  preserve  their 
party  and  their  leader  from  charges  which  I  r^ret  to  say  are  in  this  case  only 
too  well  founded  ?  " 

It  b  really  a  pity  that  Mr.  Wanklyn  should  have  let  a  mere  mare's 
nest  worry  him  so. 
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We  give  below  the  figures  relating  to  the 
British  Trade.       Imports   and   Exports   for  June,  along  with 
a  teble  showing  the  year's  trade   to  dat«,  as 
compared  with  the  same  period  during  IS98  : — 

JuKK,  1899. 


MoDth  ending  June  30th. 

Increaee. 

1699.         1         189S. 

Im  orts 

£            1            £ 
38,348,943  1    39,03Si,30B 
27.631,263      25,030,699 

5,561.216        6,617,003 

£ 
2,500,564 

£ 
683,362 

Be-exporU  of  Foreign  1 

and                \ 

Colonial  Merchandise  J 

65,787 

71,431,442  \    69  680,007 

s^  1,751,435 



Ybar's  Tradb  to  Date. 

DecTBue. 

30thJuiHi.'99. 

SOthJune.  m 

Im     rto 

£ 
236,736,676 
126,621,894 

33,607,317 

£ 
235,996,751 
112,608,179 

31,973,662 

£ 
741,125 
14,013,715 

1,533,766 

£ 

Re-eiporta  of  Foreign  \ 
and                } 

— 

396.766,067 

360,477,492 

16,268,596 

The  Clergy  The  Clerical  Tithes   Bill    treats  tithe  rent- 

AND  THEIR  "Two       charge  quite  difierently  according  to  the  person 
Servicks."  to  whom  it  belongs.     If  in  lay  laoda  tithe  rent- 

charge  has  atill  to  pay  /nil  rates  ;  if  in  clerical, 
for  the  future  it  is  only  to  pay  Aa^/*  rates.  This  proves  absolutely  that 
the  Bill  is  a  dole  to  the  clergy,  not  the  removal  of  a  rating  injustice. 
Lord  Salisbury  tried  to  meet  the  point  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  July 
24th,  by  saying  : — 

"I  conceive  that  it  wiU  make  the  very  greatest  difference  in  the  estimate 
of  anybody  who  wished  to  become  a  lay  impropriatorwhethar  he  had  to  conduct 
two  servtcea  or  not,  and  it  is  absurd  to  say  that  a  tithe  rent-cfaaige  is  of  tbe 
same  value  whether  or  not  it  is  burdened  by  a  difficult  and  an  onerous  duty." 
Perhaps  the  best  answer  to  this  is  contained  in  a  letter  written  by 
Mr.  Stanley  Leigbton,  M.P.,  and  printed  in  the  Timet  of  July  4th  : — 
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"TheaomawhfttEiastiaDderaaDd  that  the  perBOiul  serrices  of  the  p*ri«h 
priest  should  be  considered  as  a  reason  for  eitemptintf  him  from  mting  ts  nn- 
tertable.  A  clergyman  is  authoriaed  to  perform  his  spiritual  fuDctions  by 
'  Institution  to  the  cure  of  eouls,'  a  very  aolemn  act  performed  only  bj  tb« 
Bishop,  and  accompanied  bj  the  oblitcatioD  of  an  oath.  Mr.  Juatace 
Coleridge  defines  the  obligation  in  words  which  no  Churchman  will  gain- 
say :  — '  The  personal  labours  of  an  incumbent  are  not  a  charge  upon  tithe*, 
but  on  his  personnl  conscience,  and  in  a  matter  of  poor-rate  ate  simply  ont 
of  the  question.'" 

We  shall  aee  whether  Lord  Salisbury  ia  willing  to  carry  out  this 
doctrine  that  if  a  man's  income  is  paid  to  him  for  the  performance  of 
"difficult "and  "onerous"  duties,  he  ia  thereby  to  be  relieved  of  his 
public  burdens.  Will  Sir  Michael  Hiclw-Beach  next  March  bring  in 
a  Budget  which  will  make  the  bulk  of  taxation  fall  on  those  who 
have  settled  incomes  from  land,  investments,  or  what  aot — aa  distinct 
from  those  who  have  to  earn  their  livelihood  1 


BILLS  OF  THE  SESSION. 


(An  AsUriak  iiidkates  that  lh«  Bill  u  a  QocernmeiU  Meanvre.) 


•Military  Works. 

A  Bill  to  make  further  provision  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
certain  military  works  and  other  military  expenses,  prepared  and 
brought  in  by  Mr,  Wyndham  and  Sir  M.  Hicka- Beach,  read  a  first  time 
on  June  22Dd  and  a  second  on  July  6th. 

The  Bill  provides  for  a  further  expenditure  on  Military  Works  of 
four  millions : — 


provided  Id 

Heul.. 

Work!  Act. 
1899, 

Work*  A<^ 

1£9T, 

ProrUtoo. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1.  Defence  works 

1,000,000 

1,120,000 

2,120,000 

large  campa 

(n).   At  stations  included 

in    military     wcfrks 

loan,  1897      -            £675,000 

(b).  At  other  stationa     £2,096,000 

40,000 

1,149,000 

1,189.000 

4.  Staff  and  contingencies 

190,000 

200,000 

390,000 

Total 

4,000,000 

5,458,000 

9,458,000 

*  The  above  works  are  partly  new  works  and  i 
been  oommanoed  and  not  completed  under  the  Military  Worka  Act,  1897. 
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liAND    DbDICATIOH. 

A  Bill  to  facilica.te  the  dedication  of  land  to  the  public  enjoyment, 
prepared  and  brought  in  by  Sir  John  Brunnnr,  Mr.  Bryce,  Lord  Bal- 
carres,  Mr,  Lionel  Holland,  Mr.  Thomas  Shaw,  and  Mr.  Caroon,  and 
read  a  £rat  time  on  June  I8th. 

The  object  of  this  Bill  ia  to  enable  a  land  owner,  without  parting 
with  his  ownership,  to  affix  lo  any  particular  tract  of  land, — a  striking 
point  of  view,  a  waterfall  or  glen,  the  site  of  an  old  ubbey  or  castle,  or 
a  park,  — certain  conditions  of  user,  so  that,  while  the  possession  may 
remain  with  him  and  bis  successors,  the  character  of  the  place  may  not 
be  seriously  altered  or  its  charm  destroyed.  The  machinery  of  the 
Sill  would  also  be  available  for  the  dedication  of  a  recreation  ground, 
subject  to  the  retention  of  the  soil  and  grazing  rights. 

The  principle  of  the  Bill  has  already  been  adopted  by  Parliament 
in  the  case  of  the  Ancient  Monuments  Acts,  which  enable  monuments 
to  be  placed  under  the  care  and  management  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Works,  the  property  remaining  in  the  owner,  but  without  the  power 
of  destruction. 

The  Bill  contains  clauses  for  the  partial  relief  of  land  dedicated  to 
the  public  from  rat«8  and  taxes.  It  is  purely  permissive,  and  is  designed 
to  enable  land  owners  to  give  effect  to  wishes  which  it  is  believed  they 
often  entertain,  and  to  facilitate  the  preservation  of  the  more  beautiful 
and  interesting  features  of  the  country.  The  interests  of  reversioners 
are  carefully  safeguarded. 


POINTS    FROM    THE    PAPERS. 


Frwn  ihe  Midland  Mail,  July,  1890. 

"  The  Primrose  Leatjue  has  just  issued  hints  to  theiiroinotersof 
Primrose  fetes,  who  are  to  "  be  careful  to  see  that  during  the 
speeches  the  brass  band  or  merry -go- round  is  not  in  full  swing.' 
'Mnke  it  part  of  the  contract  in  eng^^ng  the  merry  go-round, 
thst  its  accompanying  music  and  whistles  ceases  when  any  side 
meetings  and  entertainments  are  being  held,'  In  the  same 
announcement  the  League  oQicials  are  bidden  to  '  bear  in  mind  that 
no  form  of  entertainmunt  is  more  popular  than  a  dance.'  It  must 
be  sDUoying  to  have  the  elegant  phrases  of  a  Major  Jary 
interrupted  by  the  thump  of  the  big  drum,  or  the  side  show — we 
ash  pardon,  the  'side  meeting' -having  to  compete  with  the 
whistle  of  the  merry -go- round.  Then  most  of  the  people  attending 
have  the  bad  taste  to  prefer  being  made  nick  on  the  merry- go- round 
to  procuring  the  same  effect  at  the  foot  of  the  platform,  and  the 
oompetition  between  the  two  is  somewhst  unfair.  But  there  is 
another  side  to  the  matter.  Mo«t  of  the  men  who  attend  Primrose 
jolliltcatioQs  have  sold  their  birthrights  for  free  merry-go  rounds, 
fireworks,  and  occasional  feeds,  hut  the  en<lurance  of  deadly  dreary 
speeches  formed  no  part  of  the  contract,  it  is  not  named  in  the 
bond.  Shylock  required  only  the  stipulated  pound  of  flesh,  but 
the  Primrose   League  demands  mentJd  torture  in  addition.     It  is 

The  ethics  of  entertainment  always  form  an  interesting  study. 
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From  the  Biimingluun  Oazetto,  Jutg  1th,  1B99. 

"  Workmen's  compensation,  generous  factory  reguUtioDB,  Bills 
to  enable  the  working  cUssen  tii  become  their  own  landlords,  and 
relief  to  voluntary  schools,  wliicbiirealinoiit  the  schools  of  Lancashire, 
have  effected  notbiug  io  the  way  of  popular  approval  of  the  Govern- 
ment. These  generous  democratic  measuree,  in  fact,  do  tfae 
Unionist  party  more  harm  than  good.  They  alienate  a  certain  cUas 
whose  pockets  must  suffer,  and  political  gratitude  is  a  thing  unknown 
among  the  mass  of  the  electorate.  The  contest  has  fallen  at  an  evil 
moment,  for  the  Tithe  Bent-Charge  Bill,  just  though  it  be,  has 
touched  the  Nonconformist  conscience  on  a  very  tender  point,  and 
has  created  a  feeling  of  diiwatief action  more  acute  than  any  other 
measure  brought  furwnrd  by  the  Government." 
In  fa,ct,   the  Tory  party  recognises  that  it  is  at  last  being  foand 

ont.  

From  the  St-  James's  Oaxette,  Jit!/  nth,  1899. 

"  It  was  clearly  foreseen  by  students  of  current  politics  that  th« 
two  seats  at  Oldham  would  go  over  to  the  enemy.  The  reasons  are 
not  far  to  seek,  and — to  take  them  in  the  order  in  which  I  estimat« 
their  influence — the  first  and  foremost  is  the  unpopularity  of  Mr. 
Long.  The  patience  not  only  of  'Protestant  lancashire,'  but  of 
the  whole  country,  has  been  sorely  tried  by  Mr.  Long's  manifest 
futility  and  incapacity.  I  am  not  going  into  the  merits  or  demerits 
of  the  Muzzling  Order,  but  surely  someone  might  have  been  found 
to  carry  out  even  this  unpopular  measure  without  unnecessarily 
aggravating  about  nine-tenths  of  the  community.  It  struck  some 
people  as  droll  that  Mr.  Long  should  have  been  selected  to  bring  in 
the  Tithes  Bill,  till  they  remembered  that  no  further  access  of 
unpopularity  could  possibly  accrue  to  him.  The  time  tor  conferring 
a  boon  on  the  parsons  seems  singularly  ill-chosen.  While  not 
arguing  that  the  innocent  should  suffer  with  or  fur  the  guilty,  it  is 
plain  that  parsons  collectively  have  lately  not  been  behaving  so  well 
that  the  Government  need  have  yielded  to  their  clamour  so  far  as 
to  jeopardy  its  very  existence.  If  what  Lancashire  thinks  to-day 
Er^land  will  think  to-morrow,  this  little  dole  seems  likely  in  the 
end  to  be  rather  costly.  Though  I  may  have  my  own  ideas  »s  to 
how  England  should  carry  through  a  dispute  with  a  trumpery  little 
State  that  lies  at  her  mercy,  it  is  not  for  me  to  suggest  an  alterna- 
tive to  the  war  dogs  and  Boer  spears  which  Pmtch'i  questionable 
taste  has  made  the  subject  of  two  recent  cartoons.  But  a  great 
number  of  Conservatives,  thou|;h  ardent  supporters  of  the  Liberal 
Unionist  alliance— or  more  properly  for  that  very  reason— are  dis- 
inclined to  see  Mr.  Chamberliiin  starring  it  as  a  War  Minister. 
Moreover,  many  of  us  have  friends  and  rehitions  in  South  Africa, 
and  are  well  aware  that  there  is  no  important  section  of  the  popu- 
lation of  South  Africa— I  except,  of  course,  the  few  sympathisers 
with  tite  Jameson  Raid — that  is  not  of  opinion  that  war,  with 
whatever  result,  would  be  the  greatest  disaster  that  could  happen 
to  the  country." 

Letter  frum  "Thb  Consbbvative  Chaiuuh  of  a  Drvisron 
RaTUUNiNa  a  Liberal  Unionist." 

Poor  Mr,  Long '     It  is  certainly  an  ingenious  explanation  of  bi» 
being  asked  to  take  charge  of  the  Tithes  Bill. 
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From  the  Standard,  July  Uth  ises. 

"  I  am  ID  a  position  to  eaj  thaC  two  factors  conduced  to  the  loss 
of  the  Oldham  Election.     They  were  :— 

"  1.  The  Dog  Muring  Order,  which  was  carried  out  in  a  most 
arbitrary  manner  at  Uldham.  The  most  influential  Unionist  in 
Oldham  was  lined  because  bis  toy  terriar  wits  caughtjust  outside  the 
park  gate.  This  gentleman  went  awity  from  Oldham  during  the 
election,  caosinic  a  losa  of  thousands  of  votes  to  the  Unionists  2. 
The  Employers'  Liability  Act,  while  estranging  pretty  nearly  all  the 
employers,  failed  to  gain  a  single  workman's  vote.  If  the  Govern- 
ment wish  to  remain  in  power,  they  mui>t  do  something  to  gain  the 
confidence  of  the  upper  and  lower  middle  classes.  It  is  all  very 
well  playing  for  the  working  man's  vote,  but  it  is  the  middle  classes 
who  have  influence  with  the  trorkinic  class. 

"  Surely  the  middle  class  deserve  something.  A  penny  ofi'  the 
income  tax  would  be  a  great  boon.  What  earthly  good  did  takin(r 
something  oS'  tobacco  do  to  anyone  except  the  trade  ?  The  Dog 
Muzzling  Order  would  not  have  giveu  nearly  so  much  ofi'ence  if  it 
had  been  universal  instead  of  local.  In  the  Vaccination  Act  the 
Conscientious  Objector  Clause  disgusted  more  middle-class  voter* 
than  it  giined  working  class  votes.  The  upper  middle  classea 
complain,  and  complain  riKhtly.  of  the  very  few  honours  that  have 
been  conferred  on  those  who  have  always  worked  hard  for  the  cause, 
and  who  deserve  notice  for  their  services  generally  in  iheir 
respective  districts.  Lancashire  coim>lainad  \oad  and  bitterly  that 
her  sons  were  not  considered  in  the  Jubilee  year. 

"It  is  well  known  who  is  to  blame  for  the  meagre  honour  list 
in  the  Jubilee  year.  Let  the  more  active  young  men  of  the  party 
keep  pegging  at  the  Leaders  to  wake  up  to  the  consideration  that  if 
they  want  to  save  the  pounds  thej'  must  look  after  the  pennies." 

Letter  from  "  Eupire  Lovex." 
A  very  amusing  grumble.       We  wonder  if  by    any  chance  this 
"  Empire  Lover  "  is  one  of  the  neglected  "  sons  "  of  Lancashire  t 


From  the  Standard  •fuli/  Uth,  1899. 

"There  are  in  the  Division  (Batt  St.  Fincnu)  men  employed 
by  railway  companies.  To  them  Radical  speakers  have  not  hesitated 
to  make  an  appeal  which  is  an  insult  to  their  intelligence.  When- 
ever they  aUude  to  the  question  of  railway  couplings,  it  is  in 
language  intended  to  convey  the  impression  that  employers  of  labour 
use  all  their  ingenuity,and  spend  a  great  part  of  their  time,  in  devising 
means  of  injuring  their  workmen,  in  order  that  they  may  have  the 
satisfaction  of  paying  them  compensation  under  an  Act  which 
workmen  owe  to  the  Unionist  Government.  They  conceal  as  well 
as  they  are  able  the  inconvenient  fact  that  it  was  a  Unionist 
Minister  who  first  endeavoured  to  deal  with  this  question  of  auto- 
matic railway  cuupIingG,  and  that  his  efforts  have  been  merely 
postponed  at  the  request  of  railway  servants  and  managers,  until 
a  fnller  inquiry  can  ne  made." 
We  should  very  much  like  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  railway 

wrvanta  wlio  asked  Mr.   Ritchie  to  drop  his   Automatic  Couplings 

Bill  iu  favonr  of  a  mere  inquiry. 
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From  the  Times,  J  "til  I  \lh.  1899. 

"AMuming   the    Ions   to    the    London    ratepnyeTs    under    the 

Strieia  TUhei)  Bill  to  be  tlwt  stated  by  Mr.  Cornwall,  it  is,   Mr. 
ng  Bays,  only  about  equal  to  what  is  ({sined  by  the  diminution  of 
the  Bwine-fever  chnrge." 

"  We  have  saved  something  on  dead  pigs,  let  ua  spend  it  on  Un 
clergymen  " — that,  apparently,  is  the  remarkable  argument. 

From  the  Daily  News,  July  2&th,  iseg. 

"It  has  been  pointed  out  that  the  {Gleric<d  Tttliea)  Bill  giveK 
most  relief  to  the  rich  parson.  The  Govemment'a  reply  is  that 
most  of  the  parsuna  are  poor,  and  that,  as  Mr.  Balfour  put  it,  out 
of  the  11,000  ownera  uf  tithe  affected  by  the  Bill,  over  8.000  have 
incomes  of  under  £160.  Most  speakers  on  the  Government  side 
have  seized  upon  these  figures,  and  repeated  them  as  a  defence  of 
the  measure  ;  and  it  is  becoming  obvious  that  it  is  to  this  line  of 
argument  that  the  Government  looks  for  its  main  justification  of 
the  policy  of  public  plunder.  Without  wasting  time  upon  the 
obvious  comment  that  this  line  of  defence  totally  abandons  the 
theory  that  the  Bill  is  a  measure  of  justice,  and  places  it  upon  a 
solely  charitable  footing,  we  may  point  out  at  once  that  these 
firures  are  absulutely  false  and  misl^ins.  A  slight  examination 
of  the  process  by  which  the  (Jovernment  has  arrived  at  them  will 
show  t^>  what  ntraits  Ministers  are  reduced  for  a  defence  of  their 
precious  Bill,  The  grafts  income  of  Che  cletyy  consists,  nut  of 
tithes  only,  but  of  income  from  land  and  glebe  rents,  fees  of 
various  kinds,  special  endowments,  and  so  on.  The  total  annual 
revenue  of  the  Church  is  more  than  half  drawn  from  sources  other 
than  tithe  rent  charges.  Now,  in  order  to  jirrive  at  their  statement 
that  a  majority  of  clergymen  have  incomes  of  under  £160  «  year, 
the  Government  first  of  all  ignore  every  one  of  these  other  sources 
of  income,  and  lake  into  account  tithe  rent-charges  only.  But 
even  that  does  not  justify  their  figures.  In  order  to  hold  up  to  the 
public  this  picture  of  the  'poor  parson,  further  deductions  from 
income  are  necessary.  Instead  oF  taking  the  value  of  tithe  as  the 
parson  receives  it,  the  Government  bases  its  figures  upon  the  rate- 
able value,  which  is  about  15  per  cent,  lower.  Then,  again,  nearly 
all  these  parsons  have  a  valuable  addition  to  their  income  in  the 
shape  of  free  parsonage  houses  and  gardenit." 

It  was  certainly  an  extraordinary  error  for  Mr.  Balfour  to  confuse 
the  parson's  income  from  tithe  rent-charge  with  hia  total  income. 


POINTS    FROM    SPEECHES. 

Hr.  Uaclean,  M.P.  House  of  Oonunons,  July  28th,  1899. 

"  .  .  .  If  the  Press  would  abstain  from  incitements  to  hosUlitj, 
and  the  Secretary  of  State  would  impose  a  self-denying  ordinance 
upon  himself  and  decline  to  write  another  despatch  to  President 
Bruger  for  the  next  nine  months,  the  peace  of  the  Empire  would  be 
well  preserved  and  the  honour  of  the  British  Parliament  also." 

from  the  TlMBS,  JiUy  2dlh,  1899. 
It  would  be  an  interesting  experiment  to  muzzle  Mr.  Chamberlain 
08  Mr.  Maclean  would  have  bim  done. 
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Lord  Selbome.  House  of  Lords,  July  21st,  1899. 

=  "It  (The  '-leHcat  TiUies  Bill)  hnd  also  been  described  Man  elec- 

^  tioneering  Bill.      It  whs  no  more  and  no  Ibah  an  electioneering  Bill 

'-^         than  any  Bill  brought  forward  by  either  pitrty  in  the  State  as  to  which 

they  had  ftivea  pledgee  hi  the  electors.     Both  parties  in  the  State 

fj  gave  pledges  to  electors  and  neither  of  them  could  get  rid  of  the 

,.  illusioii  Ehst  there  might  possibly  be  gratitude  for  the  fulfilment  of 

pledj;ea.     He  did  not  believe  that  either  party  in  the  State  would 

introduce  a  Bill  which  it  did  not  believe  would  be  of  re^l  good  to 

,  the  country," 

From  thf-  TiHBS,  Jiily  22nd,  1899, 

We  are  glad  to  know  that  election  pledfi^ea  must  be  kept  —it  wi|] 
'  be  valuable  admissioa  when  the  record  of  this  Governmeat  comes  to  b& 
set  out  at  the  end  of  their  tenure  of  office. 


Mr-  Oonrtsey,  M.?-  House  of  Commoiu,  July  6th,  1899. 

"MembersoftheHoUBeof Peers,  .  .  .  oralargunumberof them, 
acted  under  no  sense  of  responsibility  as  members  of  this  Bouse  did. 
He  ought  not  to  say  under  no  eeuse  of  responsibility— for,  of  course, 
they  were  all  public  men  — but  under  no  such  seose  of  responsi- 
btbty  as  members  did  here.  There  was  no  one  to  whom  they  had 
to  give  an  account  ;  there  was  no  penalty  to  be  enforced,  no  dis- 
qualification could  be  brought  to  bear.  And  when  a  large  number 
of  them  turned  up  unexpectedly  it  might  be  truly  said  they  had 
not  the  same  touch  of  public  life,  they  were  not  in  such  keen  and 
active  relation  to  the  currents  of  political  thoui{ht  as  members  of 
this  House  must  be  who  habitually  and  daily  gave  up  their  minds 
to  the  study  of  political  queations." 

Fnim  the  Times,  Jvly  7th,  1899, 
This  was  said  with  special   reference  to  the  queetion  of  whether 

women  should  ait  on  the  new  London  Councils  ;  but  it  is  true  f^nct- 

all;.     It  is  what  Liberals  are  always  insisting  upon. 


Gonmuuider  Bethell,  M-P.  House  of  Oommons,  July  28tli,  1899- 

"  Any  war  in  South  Africa  which  was  entered  into  without  any 
very  great  renson  must  indeed  be  a  dreadful  war,  not  so  much  on 
account  of  the  persons  killed,  but  because  of  the  effects  it  would 
produce  in  the  generations  to  come.  The  wounds  caused  by  that 
war  would  not  be  rapidly  healed.  The  wounds  caused  by  our  action 
from  1832  to  1884,  our  fighting  with  the  Boers,  the  efforts  we  made 
to  take  sway  their  independence,  and  our  restoration  of  that  inde- 
pendence, were  not  yet  healed ;  and  it  would  be  madness  now, 
without  some  very  strong,  some  overwhelmii^;,  reason  to  open  yet 
wider  those  unhealed  wounds.  He  objected  to  such  a  war,  not  only 
on  account  of  the  South  African  Republic,  but  because,  frankly,  he 
did  not  believe  that  the  people  of  this  country  would  tolerate  a  war 
entered  into  for  so  slight  a  reason." 

From  the  TlUSS,  Jnly  29tA,  1899. 
This  evoked  "  Ministerial  murmurs,"  but  it  ia  certainly  the  truth. 
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Ur-  Amold-Forstar,  H.?.  Hoosa  of  Oouunoiui,  Jnly  2l8t,  1899> 

"For  the  past  two  years  the  British  public  had  been  induced  to 
believe  thnt  there  wbb  b  Bubstantiftl  addition  to  the  British  Army. 
That  was  the  impression  which  the  Secretary  for  War  had 
endeavoured  to  proauce  ;  but  there  had  been  no  large  increase.  He 
should  give  a  short  but  suggestive  statistical  statement.  Five  years 
t^  the  foTCo  of  the  Regular  Army,  Hilitia,  and  Army  Reserve  was 
408,900  men.  In  the  preaent  year  that  number  was  408,924 ;  th&t 
was  to  say  that  during  the  five  years  they  had  added  24  men  to  the 
effective  forces  of  the  country,  and  this  duriiw  a  period  when  there 
had  been  an  enormous  addition  to  the  Army  EBtimates," 

From  tU  Tines,  J^iiy  22nd,  1899. 
This  seems  a  rems.rkable  result — to  pay  for  more  soldiers,  but  not 

to  get  them. 


Government   Blue  Books  and  Returns. 

Report  for  the  Select  Cumuiittee  on  Aged 
Old  Age  Pensions.    Deserving  Poor ;  with  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Committee.     (296.)     Price  5d. 

This  Committee  was  appointed  on  May  1st,  and  consisted  of  the 
following  seventeen  members : — 

Mr.  Anatruther  (LU)                            Mr.  Lionel  Holland  (C) 
Mr.  Chaplin  (C)                                  j   Mr.  Lecky  (LU) 
Mr.  Crippa  (C)                                    I    Mr.  Llewellyn  (C) 
Mr.  Daviit  (N)                                   j   Mr.  Lloyd-George  (L) 
Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurice  (L)        '    Mr.  A.  K.  Loyd  (C) 
Sir  Fortescue  Flannery  (LTJ)           '  Sir  James  Rankin  (C) 
Sir  Walter  Foster  (L)                        '   Mr.  William  Redmond  (?) 
Mr.  Hedderwick  (L)                             Mr.  Woods  (L) 
Sir  Samuel  Hoare  (C)  ..,    ..! 

The  Committee  were  appointed  to  "  consider  and  report  upon  the 
beat  means  of  improving  the  condition  of  the  aged  deserving  poor,  and 
of  providing  for  those  of  them  who  are  helpless  and  infirm ;  and  to 
inquire  whether  any  of  the  Bills  dealing  with  Old-Age  Peiiaioos,  and 
submitted  to  Parliament  during  the  present  Session,  can,  with  advan- 
tage, be  adopted."  With  regard  to  Amendment  of  the  Poor  Law  the 
Committee  endorse  the  findings  of  the  Cottle  Homes  Committee. 
As  to  Old- Age  Pensions  the  Committee  draw  up  the  general  outlines  of 
a  scheme. 

Who  are  to  havb  Pensions. 

The  Committee,  acknowledging  their  indebtedness  to  achemes 
framed  by  the  Charily  Commissioners,  the  results  of  which  have 
proved,  after  many  years  of  trial,  to  be  productive  of  good  effects,  set 
forth  that  a  scheme  for  old-age  pensions  should  include  the  following 
conditions : — 
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Any  iiero'in  vho  aatiafies  the  pension  authority  that  he — 
(1)  Is  A  British  fiuhject; 
<2)  Is  siity-five  years  of  age ; 

(3)  H&s  not  within  the  iaat  twenty  yearn  been  coavicted  of  an 
offence  and  sentenced  to  penal  servitude  or  imprisonment  without  the 
option  of  a  fine  ; 

(4)  Has  not  received  poor  relief  other  than  medical  relief,  unleaa 
under  circunutances  of  a  wholly  exceptional  charaoter,  during  twenty 
years  prior  to  the  application  for  a  pension  ; 

(5)  la  resident  within  the  district  of  the  pension  authority  ; 

(6)  Has  not  an  income  from  any  source  of  more  than  ten  shillings  a 
week  1  and 

(7)  Has  endeavoured  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  by  his  industry,  or 
by  the  eierciae  of  reasonable  providence,  to  make  provision  for  himself 
and  those  immediately  dependent  on  him  ; 

shall  receive  a  certi6cate  to  that  effect,  and  be  entitled  to  a  pension. 

With  reference  to  the  exercise  of  reasonable  providence,  we  think  that 
tbe  authority  should  be  bound  to  take  into  consideration  whether,  and  how 
far,  it  bus  been  shown,  either  by  membeiship  of  a  benefit  society  for  a  period 
of  yeais,  or  by  the  endeavour  of  the  applicant  to  make  some  provision  for 
his  own  support  by  means  of  savings,  or  investments,  or  some  other  deBnite 
mode  of  thrift.  The  eipresaion  "person  "  means  either  man  or  woman. 
The  Machinery  op  the  Scheme. 

The  general  plan  suggested  by  tbe  Committee  is  as  follows  : — 

(1)  That  a  pension  authority  should  be  established  in  each  union  of  the 
country,  to  receive  and  to  determine  applications  for  pensions. 

(2)  That  the  authority  for  this  purpose  should  be  a  committee  of  not 
less  than  six  or  more  thaii  twelve  members  appointed  by  the  Guardiansfrom 
their  own  number  in  Ihe  first  instance. 

(3)  That  the  committee,  when  HO  appointed,  should  be  independent  of 
tbe  Board  of  Guardians,  and  that  other  members  should  be  added  to  it.  sub- 
ject to  regulations  to  be  made  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  that  it 
la  desirable  that  other  public  bodies  within  the  area  should  be  represented 
on  the  committee,  and  that  a  majority  of  the  committee  shall  be  members 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

(4)  That  the  cost  of  the  pensions  should  be  borne  by  the  common  fund 
of  the  union,  and  that  a  contribution  from  Imperial  sources  should  be  made 
to  that  fund  in  aid  of  the  general  cost  of  the  Poor  Law  administration,  such 
contribution  to  be  allocated  not  in  proportion  to  the  amount  distributed  in 
each  union  in  respect  of  pensions,  but  on  the  basis  of  population,  not  to 
exceed  one-half  of  the  estimated  coat  of  the  pensions. 

(6)  That  the  amount  of  the  pensions  in  each  district  should  be  fixed  at 
not  less  than  6h.  or  more  than  7s.  a  week,  at  the  discretion  of  the  committee, 
according  to  the  coat  of  living  in  the  locality,  and  that  it  should  be  paid 
through  the  medium  of  the  Post  Office. 

(R)  That  the  pension  should  be  awarded  for  a  period  of  not  less  than 
three  years,  to  be  renewed  at  the  end  of  that  period,  but  subject  to  with- 
drawal at  any  time  by  the  pension  authority,  if  in  their  opinion  the 
circumstances  should  demand  it. 

The  Cobt. 

No  Old-Age  Pension  scheme  is  practicable  apart  from  its  finance. 
Bat  OS  to  that  the  Committee  say : — 

We  have  thought  it  to  be  our  duty  to  report,  it  possible,  upon  th- 
questions  directly  committed  to  us  during  the  present  Session,  and  it  ha 
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therefore  been  impoBsible  for  us,  within  the  msuia  and  the  tiue  at  oat 
diapoaal,  to  arrive  at  uny  estimate,  which  can  in  any  way  be  roliod  un, 
either  as  to  the  number  of  applicants  who  would  be  eliipble  for  peiuioiui  "t 
HB  to  the  coat  that  the  pensions  would  entail.  It  is  to  beobserred,  moreover, 
that  the  instruotiona  to  Lord  Rothschild's  Committee  to  have  "apedal 
regard  to  the  cost  and  probable  financial  result  to  the  Eichequer  and  the 
lo^  rates  of  any  scheme  they  might  ttut^geat "  was  Dot  included  in  tJie 
reference  to  this  committee.  We  think,  however,  that  this  branch  of  Cbe 
subject  should  be  further  investigated  during  the  recess  by  competent 
eiperts  un  the  basis  of  the  proposal  that  we  recommend. 
Tho  final  division  on  this  report  was  as  follows  : — 


Fob. 
Mr.  Anst rather. 
Mr.  Davitt. 

Sir  Fort«scue  Flannery. 
Mr.  Heddervrick. 
Sir  Samuel  Hoare. 
Mr.  Lionel  Holland. 
Mr.  Lloyd-George. 
Mr.  A.  K.  Lloyd. 
Mr.  Woods. 


Mr.  Cripps. 

Loi-d  Edmond  Fitzmaurice. 

Sir  Walter  Foster. 

Mr.  Lecky. 


Final    Report    of    her  Majesty's   Commis- 

The  Licensing        aioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  operatioa 

Commission  Report,   and  administration  o!  the  Laws  relating  to  the 

Sale    of     Intoxicating    Liquors.       [C — 9379.] 

Price  3s.  3d. 

The  report  of  the  Licensing  Commission  is  a  Blue  Book  of  381 
pages.  Of  these  104  relat«  to  the  special  needs  of  Scotland  luid 
Ireland,  and  87  are  taken  up  with  a  special  memorandum  by  one  of 
the  Commissioners,  Mr.  Whittaker,  on  the  subject  of  Local  Veto, 
The  main  body  of  the  report  thus  consists  of  190  pages,  and  whils 
the  majority  report  occupies  only  47  pagps,  that  of  the  minority  is 
responsible  for  no  less  than  143.  The  minority  report,  which  is  under- 
stood to  have  been  substantially  the  work  of  Lord  Peel,  the  Chairman, 
is  thus  the  basis  of  the  book.  It  should  be  read  first.  Tlie  majority 
report  follows  its  arrangement,  and  states  section  by  section  to  what 
extent  the  majority  are  prepared  to  accede  to  its  recommendations. 
Lord  Peel's  report  is  written  in  rnther  a  high  key.  It  is  obviously  the 
work  of  men  profoundly  impressed  by  the  evils  of  the  drink  traffic, 
distrustful  of  all  tiiat  is  said  in  its  defence,  and  keenly  anxious  tu  dis- 
cover practical  and  comprehensive  remedies.  The  report  of  the 
majority  is  written  from  a  rather  different  standp  tint,  and  in  h  very 
di&rent  tone,  and  consists  principally  of  utatements  of  conclusions. 
Both  report-t  reject  the  solutions  of  municipal  management  and  Local 
Veto,  though  Lord  Peel's  only  puts  the  latter  aside  provisionally. 
Five  of  the  C"mmissioners,  however  (the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
Mr.  Cameron,  Mr  Caine,  Mr.  Herbert  Roberts,  and  Mr.  Whittaker), 
sign  an  addendum  in  favour  of  Local  Veto  and  Sunday  Closing. 
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The  re»lly  important  feature  of  the  report  is  that,  subject  to 
eertain  reservations  by  iodividuftl  members,  thu  whole  Commisaioa 
Agrees  In  recommending  a  considerable  measure  of  detailed  reform, 
-and  though  this  in  its  most  important  feature  (the  reduction  of  the 
oamber  of  public-houses)  hinges  upon  the  difficult  question  of  com- 
pensation, it  should  be  noted  that  both  sides  agree  that  at  any  rate 
some  compensation  should  be  paid.  A  substantial  "  irreducible 
mininaum"  thus  remains  which  might,  without  arousing  any  great 
controversy,  be  immediately  carried  into  Uw. 

A.  The  Points  of  Cohuon   Agreement. 

1.  ContoHdation  and  Simplification  of  the  Law. 

There  are  no  less  than  19  separate  excise  licences  and  25  Acts  of 
Parliament  dealing  with  licensing  by  justices.  The  failure  of  licensing 
justices  to  discharge  their  duties  is  often  (in  the  opinion  of  Lord  Peel's 
report)  due  to  ignorance  of  their  powers. 

2.  An  immediate  and  Icerge  reduction  in  the  numher  of  Licenced  Boutea. 

Lord  Feel's  report  considers  that  a  connection  can  be  traced  be- 
tween the  number  of  public-houses  and  the  extent  of  drunkenness  in 
any  district.  The  majority  report  does  not  consider  this  prored,  but, 
nevertheless,  concurs  in  the  recommendation. 

3.  The  Secontlitution  of  the  Licenting  Authority. 

*.«.,  By  the  introduction  of  an  elective  element— chosen  by  the 
County  or  borough  Council — to  the  extent  of  one-half,  according  to 
Lord  Peel's  report,  to  the  extent  of  one-third  according  to  the  majority 
report.  Both  reports  agree  that  in  all  coses  the  licensing  authority 
should  be  a  Committee  with  a  fixed  number. 

Lord  Peel's  report  would  abolish  the  appeal  to  Quarter  Sessions. 
The  Court  of  Appeal  should  in  boroughs  consist  of  the  original 
licensing  authority,  with  the  addition  of  others,  nominated  half  by 
the  Borough  Council,  half  by  the  borough  justices— and  so  for  counties, 
mutalit  mutandit. 

The  Court  of  Appteal,  according  to  the  majority  report,  should  be 
nominated  partly  by  the  justices  of  the  County,  and  partly  by  those  of 
the  boroughs  it  contains. 

Both  reports  agree  that  the  members  of  the  Appellate  Body  should 
be  nominated  for  three  years,  and  that  it  should  discharge  the  duties 
at  present  performed  by  the  Confirming  Committee. 
3.  Reforms  of  Administration  and  Procedure. 

[a)  To  prevent  the  worst  evils  of  the  tted-house  system,  all  agree- 
ments between  owner  and  tenant  should  be  produced  for  the  approval  of 
the  Licensing  Authority  on  all  applications  for  new  licences  or  transfers. 

(b)  All  plans  for  the  alteration  or  rebuilding  of  premises  should  be 
amilarly  submitted. 

(e)  Notice  should  be  given  to  the  Licensing  Authority  of  all 
applications  for  new  licences. 

{d)  No  licence  should  be  renewed  to  a  public-houie  of  under  £12 
rateable  value. 
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(e)  The  whole  procedure  in  regiird  to  traoafera  (temporary  or  other- 
wise), exemption  orders,  and  occasional  licences,  shoold  be  made  much 
more  stringent 

(/)  Licensing  Sessions  should  be  held  in  March  instead  of  the 
holiday  months  (August  and  September). 

(ff)  The  Licensing  Authority  should  have  full  power  to  impose 
conditions,  as  to  back  and  side  doors,  "  bdurs,"  long  bars,  supply-  of 
food,  etc.,  but  the  majority  report  consider  that  this  should  only  be 
done  within  limits  fixed  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

(A)  The  Justices'  clerk  should  be  subject  to  the  same  disqualifica- 
tions as  the  Justices  themselves. 
4.  Extengion  of  the  powers  of  the  Lieentinff  Authority. 

(a)  The  specially  protected  1869  beerhouses,  which  number  about 
30,000,  and  the  renewal  of  whose  licences  can  only  be  refused  on  four 
specified  grounds,  should  be  brought  within  the  discretion  of  the 
Licensing  Authority. 

The  majority  report  would  give  full  compensation  where  the  renewal 
is  refused  on  any  ground  but  misconduct. 

(6)  The  following  licences  should  also  be  brought  within  the 
purview  of  the  Authority  ; — 

"Off"  wine  licences. 

"  Off  "  spirit  licences. 

Wholesale  licences  for  the  sale  of  wine,  spirits,  beer,  and  "  sweeto  " 
(except  those  required  by  brewers,  distillers,  wine  and  spirit 
merchants,  and  blenders). 

(c)  The  Licensing  Authority  should  also  be  given  power  over  the 
sale  of  intoxicants  in  passenger  steamers  and  theatres. 
6.  The  Isolation  oftive  Pnblie-houie. 

(a)  Bevising  barristers'  courts,  petty  sessional  courts,  and  inquests 
should  not  be  held  in  public  houses. 

(6)  Licences  should  not  be  granted  to  common  lodging-houses. 

(c)  Public-houses  should  not  be  used  as  lodging  houses  by  seamen. 

{d)  No  music  or  dancing  should  be  permitted  in  a  public  house 
without  a  special  licence. 
6.  Siitiday  Closing. 

(a)  Complete  Sunday  closing  should  be  extended  to  Monmouthshire. 

(b)  The  licensing  authority  should  have  power  to  impose  the 
condition  of  Sunday  closing  upon  a  new  licence. 

(c)  The  hours  of  Sunday  opening,  except  in  London  and  the 
principal  cities,  should  be  restricted  to  two  hours  at  mid-day  and  two 
hours  in  the  afternoon. 

(Lord  Peel's  report  would  include  London  and  the  principal  cities 
and  would  only  allow  one  hour  in  the  afternoon). 

(d)  "  Bona-fide  travellers  "  must  have  travelled  at  least  six  miles, 
and  should  only  be  served  at  certain  specially  licensed  hotels,  which 
should  pay  a  special  licence  duty. 

(«)  The  law  as  to  travellers  drinking  at  railway  stations  should  be 
amended. 
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7.    Increated  Stringency  of  the  Lam, 

(a)  Sale  of  any  intoxicants  to  children  under  l€,  whether  as 
messengers  or  for  their  own  consumption,  should  be  absolutely  pro- 
hibited, and  the  existing  penalties  should  be  intensified  and  extended 
to  those  who  send  children  for  drink. 

{b)  If  a  person  is  found  drunk  on  licensed  premises,  or  is  seen 
leaving  ihe  premises  in  »  drunken  condit'on,  the  onus  should  be  thrown 
apon  the  licence  holder  of  showing  that  he  did  not  know  of  the 
dranbeaness,  or  with  such  knowledge  permit  the  person  to  remain  on 
his  premises. 

\e)  A  "  black  list "  of  habitual  drunkards  should  be  supplied  to 
every  public-house,  and  a  penalty  imposed  for  knowingly  serving  them. 

(d)  A  summary  of  legal  regulations  should  be  dbplayed  in  nil 


(e)  There  should  be  a  general  power  of  arrest  for  simple  drunken- 
ness apart  from  disorder. 

{/)  It  should  be  an  oS^nce  to  be  drunk  in  charge  of  a  child  of 
tender  years. 

(g)  Habitual  drunkenness  should  be  treated  as  persistent  cruelty 
and  should  entitle  a  wife  to  a  separation,  and  a  protection  order. 

(k)  A  public  register  should  be  kept  of  all  convictions  against 
licence  holders. 

(i)  In  some  cases  the  penahy  for  an  offence  should  be  the  tempo- 
rary suspension  of  the  licence  instead  of  a  tine. 

8.  Police  AtlTainittratian. 

(a)  The  same  disqualificationB  as  apply  to  Licensing  Justices  should 
apply  to  the  Watch  Committee  of  a  borough. 

{b)  Legal  assistance  should  be  provided  for  the  police  in  all  pro- 
ceedings under  the  licensing  laws. 

{c)  The  chief  or  head  constable  should  be  irremovable,  except  witli 
the  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

(d)  Officers  of  high  rank  should  be  appointed  as  specinl  inspectors 
of  licensed  houses. 

9.  Clubi. 

1.  All  clubs  where  intoxicants  sold  to  be  registered. 

2.  Registration  only  to  be  granted  on  proof  of  bfmafidea. 

3.  The  registration  authority  to  have  a  certain  control  over  the 
rules,  which  must  fulfil  certain  specified  conditions. 

4.  That  no  person  under  18  years  of  age  should  be  admitted  as  a 
member  of  any  such  club. 

Th8  Special  Rbcomubndations  of  liORo  Perl's  Report. 

Some  of  these  have  been  already  noticed.  Of  the  remainder  the 
principal  are  the  following : — 

1.  The  power  of  the  justices  to  insert  in  the  licences  conditions 
u  to  structure,  Sunday  and  early  closing,  etc.,  should  be  of  the  fullest 
character — and  on  the  breach  of  any  of  these  conditions  they  should 
have  power  to  refuse  renewal  without  appeal — (except  on  issue 
whether  the  breach  proved). 
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2.  Frequenters  of  Shebeens  ahould  be  made  liable  to  arroBt. 

3.  Travellers  should  be  defined  aa  persons  about  to  lodge  in  tbe 
bouse,  or  take  a  meal  therein,  who  have  travelled  at  least  seven  miles 
from  their  previous  night's  place  of  lodging. 

4.  Licensed  premises  should  nofbe  opened  before  seven  or  eight  a.m. 

5.  The  licensing  nuthoritj  should  have  discretion  to  make  an  order 
for  closing  in  the  evening  two  hours  earlier  than  the  present  hours. 

6.  TLey  should  also  have  power  to  order  closing  on  election  days. 

7.  Registered  benefit  societies  should  be  forbidden  to  hold  their 
meetings  in  public  houses. 

8.  The  issue  of  music  and  dancing  licences  to  public  houses  should 
be  Absolutely  prohibited,  and  the  consent  of  the  licensing  authority 
should  be  everywhere  necessary  before  they  are  granted  to  hotels  and 
restaurants. 

9.  Ho  more  "grocers'  licences"  should  be  issued,  and  those  at 
present  in  existence  should  come  to  an  end  in  dve  years'  time. 

10.  The  scope  of  the  Inebriates  Act,  by  which  persons  convicted  f oar 
times  within  a  year  of  offences  involving  drunkenness  may  be  confined 
without  their  conBcnt,  should  be  extended  to  persons  convicted  ten 
times  of  drunkennes-s  and  proved  to  be  habitual  inebriates. 

The  Points  of  Divbrobncb. 

There  are  two  main  points  on  which  the  two  bodies  of  commis- 
sioners are  sharply  at  variance — the  first  b  the  functions  of  the 
licensing  authority ;  the  second  is  the  basis  on  which  compensation 
should  be  assessed. 

1.    The    Functiont  of   th«    Lietnsing    A»thoritt/ — Administrative    or 
Judicial. 

Lord  Peel's  report  strongly  maintains  that,  taken  as  a  whole,  the 
justices  have  seriously  failed  in  their  duty  of  adapting  the  number  of 
licences  to  the  needs  of  the  population,  and  that  one  of  the  principal 
causes  of  this  failure  is  the  mistaken  view  which  they  have  taken  of 
their  functions. 

They  have  too  oft«n  considered  themselves  a  "purely  judicial 
body,"  whereas  they  are  in  reality  an  administrative  coramitt«e,  and 
ought  to  act  as  such  by  making  personal  investigations  and  initiating 
such  policies  as  the  needs  of  the  district  may  require.  The  report 
speaks  of  the  "  purely  judicial "  theory  with  some  contempt,  as  contrary 
to  the  law  and  also  to  the  whole  ratioimle  of  licensing  justices. 

The  majority  report  disputes  this  interpretation  of  the  law  and 
takes  a  directly  contrary  view,  "There  are  obvious  and  powerful 
reasons,"  it  .says,  "  why  the  justices  should  not  encroach  on  the 
administrative  functions  of  the  police.  They  should  not,  therefore, 
privately  investigate  cases  on  which  they  may  be  required  to  adjudicate, 
though  it  is  clear  that,  chey  should  bring  their  general  knowledge  of 
the  district  to  bear  upon  their  licensing  functions." 

"We  are  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  whatever  the  reasons  for 
refuf>al  to  renew  may  be,  they  should  be  stated  in  open  court,  and  if 
required  by  the  applicant  be  given  in  writing." 
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2.    Cotrtpensation, 

This  is  the  mont  serious  point  of  differmtce,  and  the  one  whici* 
broke  up  the  Gommiasion.  Indeed,  it  is  obvious  that  the  riews  of  the 
two  sets  of  Commissioners  were  absolutely  irreconcileable.  This  is  not 
Burpriainj:;  Rince  the  Commission  contained  (1)  a  solid  contingent  of 
t«iupemnce  raen,  and  (2)  an  equally  solid  contingent  of  "the  trade." 

Lord  Peel's  report  boldly  asserts  that  "  the  claim  to  compensation 
rests  upon  no  legal  basis  whatever.  The  law  as  laid  down  by  S/tarp  v. 
WalcjUld  is,  and  always  has  been,  too  clear  for  argument."  On  th& 
Other  hand  the  Commissioners  who  signed  this  report  acknowledge 
that,  though  persons  eng^^  in  the  trade  must  have  long  known  the 
law.  "it  was  not  till  .  .  .  1892"  (when  the  case  was  decided) 
that  the  truth  became  at  all  generally  known.  They  are  of  opinion 
"  that  as  a  matter  of  grace  and  expediency,  though  not  of  right,  some 
allowance  should  be  made  for  this."  As  to  giving  full  compensation, 
"  such  a  claim  cannot  be  for  a  moment  entertained."  Kor,  more- 
over, are  even  the  privileged  "ante  1869  beer-houses"  entitled  to  be 
placed  in  any  better  position.  "  They  do  not  deserve  to  enjoy  any 
longer  priviiegps  which  they  ought  never  to  have  received."  The  evils 
of  the  traffic  must  he  borne  in  mind,  and  the  fact  that  the  licences 
have  been  practically  free  gifts  ;  also  the  fact  that  as  every  year 
passes,  the  state  of  the  law  becomes  more  generally  known,  and  the 
claim  to  compensation  less  strong. 

They  recommend  that  the  local  licensing  authority  should  fix  the 
nnmber  of  public-houses  required  hy  the  locality,  within  a  prescribed 
statutory  maximum  ;  that  an  element  in  the  compensation  should  be 
a  time  notice  of  seven  years,  and  that  the  basis  of  the  compensation 
should  be  the  rateable  value  of  the  house.  Houses  suppressed  in  the 
first  y*-ar  should  receive  not  more  than  seven  times  their  rateable 
value,  those  in  the  second  year  not  more  than  six,  and  so  on.  At  the 
expiration  of  seven  years  all  claim  to  compensation  should  be  regarded 
as  absolutely  extinguished,  and  the  way  would  then  be  clear  for  any 
experiments  in  local  option  or  municipal  management  which  the 
country  might  feel  disposed  to  try.  The  necessary  money  should  be 
raised  by  a  licence  rental,  imposed  on  all  licences  suffered  to  continue, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  seven  years  the  money  sbonld  go  into  the 
Imperial  Exchequer.  Licence-holders  should  have  the  option  of 
dropping  their  licences  at  once  and  receiving  the  compensation  allotted. 
The  Compensation  Scheme  of  the  Commissioners  who  signed  the 
majority  report  is  something  very  different.  As  to  Sharp  v.  Wake- 
Md,  they  say  that  the  decision  must  be  judged  in  the  light  of  the 
statements  contained  in  the  speech  of  the  Ixird  Chancellor,  that  the 
discretion  exorcised  by  the  justices  must  be  judicial  "  according  to  law 
and  not  humour  ; "  that  the  justices  should  fairly  decide  questions  sub- 
mitted to  them,  "  and  not  by  evasion  attempt  to  repeal  the  law  which 
permits  public-houses  to  exist ; "  and  that  in  respeet  to  a  renewal  they 
should  remember  that  an  existing  licence  had  been  granted  the  year 
before,  and  hence  on  previous  occasions  had  been  considered  necessary. 
They  point  out  that  the  expenditure  of  large  suom  have  often  been 
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saDctioned  hj  justices  for  structural  alterations,  and  that  it  caniiot 
have  been  intended  that  in  such  caaea  the  licences,  should  be  capii- 
cioualy  withhf^ld  or  terminated,  and  that  the  value  of  the  licence  it 
always  taken  into  account  in  the  case  of  lands  taken  for  public  im- 
provements, and  in  valuation  for  death  duties. 

"  It  is  submitted  that  the  expectation  of  renewal  has  for  a  long 
series  of  years  amounted  to  practical  certainty  in  the  absence  of 
misconduct— the  licences  refused  by  the  justices  because  they  are  not 
required,  being  an  extremely  small  fraction  of  the  whole  number.  Titt 
licences  have  consequently  acquired  an  actual  and  well-recognised  vala^ 
and  many,  if  not  the  majority,  of  the  present  owners  have  purchased 
their  licensed  houses  at  prices  very  largely  in  excess  of  the  value  of 
the  houses  themselves  without  a  licence." 

The  majority  Commissioners  accordingly  express  their  "general 
adhesion  to  the  principle  of  oumpensation  equivalent  to  the  («r 
intrinsic  selling  value,  apart  from  the  extreme  inflation  of  prices 
caused  in  some  cases  by  excessive  competition."  No  aJlowanoe  should, 
however,  be  made  for  "surrender  value,"  nor  no  artificial  value 
which  has  temporarily  accrued  to  many  low  class  houses,  owing  to 
their  suitability  for  surrender  purposes. 

Every  owner  and  occupier  of  lieeused  premises  should  be  required 
to  make  a  separate  valuation  of  the  premises  and  the  liceuce  and 
goodwill  attached.  If  the  licensing  authority  are  dissatistied  with  this 
valuation,  they  should  have  the  option  of  resorting  to  the  machinery 
of  the  Lands  Clauses  Consolidation  Act.  This,  and  not  the  rateable 
value,  should  be  the  basis  of  compensation. 

To  supply  the  funds  a  tax  of,  say,  one-third  (6s.  8d.)  per  cent,  per 
annum  should  be  levied  upon  the  declaratory  value  of  licences  allowed 
to  survive.  To  this  all  clubs  should  contribute.  An  equitable  pro- 
portion should  also  be  paid  by  the  owners  of  the  licensed  preoiia^. 
To  this  should  also  be  added  the  proceeds  of  a  licence  rental  proposed 
to  be  collected  from  all  new  licences.  Hotels  and  restaurants  should 
only  pay  a  part  of  their  value.  The  scheme  should  be  worked  in 
septennial  periods,  the  income  of  the  compensation  fund  being  antici- 
pated by  a  loan  raised  every  seven  years.  At  these  periods  the  Joint 
committees  in  each  county  (and  a  corresponding  committee  of  each 
borough)  should  determine  the  necessary  reduction,  and  the  local 
licensing  authority  would  determine  what  licences  should  be  discon- 
tinued, lu  this  way  a  substantial  reduction  in  the  number  of  public- 
houses  might  take  place  every  seven  years. 

The  Commissioners  give  figures  illustrating  the  working  of  their 
scheme  as  applied  to  the  county  of  London.  The  total  value  of  the 
licence  and  goodwill  of  licensed  premises  within  that  area  is  about 
X30,000,000.  The  total  value  of  the  fund  that  could  be  raised  in  the 
manner  proposed  for  the  first  septennial  period  would  be  about 
£900,000.  The  limit  of  possible  reduction  would  thus  seem  to  be 
about  3  per  cent,  every  seven  years. 

It  should  be  noted  in  regard  to  new  licences  that,  according  to  this 
scheme,  they  should  only   be  granted  in  future,   when  the  licensing 
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authority  advertise,  oa  their  own  ioitiative,  that  such  licences  &re 
required  by  the  needs  of  the  district.  Tenders  should  theo  be  invited 
for  seven  years  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  all  claims  to  renewal 
should  be  extiaguisbed.  The  licence  rent  should  continue  to  be  paid, 
aii<l  naight  be  devoted  to  such  purposes  as  Parliament  determined. 

Sir  W.  H.  Houldsworth,  who  sigua  the  minority  report,  doea  so 
^rith  this  reservation,  that  twelve  years'  purchase  of  the  rateable 
v^lue  would  be  fairer  than  seven.  Mr.  W.  Allen,  who  signs  the 
minority  report,  in  other  respects  prefers  the  compensation  scheme  of 
the  majority. 

Local  Vbto  and  Municipal  Control. 
On  the  question  of  Local  Veto  the  majority  report  says  ;  "  We  are 
not  satisfied  that  there  is  at  the  present  time  a  general  desire  for  the 
power  of  local  prohibition  by  plebiscite,  and  we  do  not  advise  the 
adoption  of  any  of  the  plans  for  this  purpose  which  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  us."  The  minority  Commissioners  (with  the  exception  of  the 
fi  ve  already  referred  to)  discuss  the  proposal  at  greater  length  and  with 
more  sympathy,  but  come  to  substantially  the  same  conclusion.  Af  tor 
setting  out  the  arguments  for  and  against,  they  say — 

"  We  have  no  evidence  before  us  that  public  opinion  in  Hngland, 
whatever  it  may  be  in  Scotland  and  Wales,  is  at  all  strung  enough  to 
justify  such  a  measure.  We  must  recognise  the  fact  that  most  people 
still  regard  alcoholic  liquor  as  an  ordinary  article  of  diet,  which  is 
only  harmful  if  taken  in  excess.  It  would  be  i-ash  to  predict  the 
course  of  public  opinion  during  the  next  decade,  but  since,  inanycise, 
local  veto  could  not  be  tried  until  the  seven  years  to  be  allowed  for 
reduction  had  expired,  it  might  be  well  to  postpone  any  decision  as  Co 
its  adoption  or  otherwise  until  that  period  of  transition  has  expired. 

"  In  Scotland  and  Wales,  however,  the  case  is  different.  There 
opinion  is  very  much  more  advanced  oa  the  path  of  temperance  reform  ; 
and  we  are  prepared  to  suggest  that  at  the  end  of  the  given  period, 
a  wide  measure  of  direct  popular  control  might  be  applied,  under 
proper  safeguards,  to  Scotland  and  Wales." 

With  regard  to  municipal  management  the  majority  reject  it 
Baromarily,  even  as  an  experiment.  Tlie  minority,  while  recognising 
that  it  has  many  attractive  features,  point  to  the  dangerous  facilities 
which  it  oSers  tA  corruption.  "  The  connection  of  the  munioipalities 
with  the  liquor  trade,  as  illustrated  by  the  working  of  Watch  Com- 
mittees, has  not  been  in  the  past  a  matter  of  congratulation."  At  the 
same  time  they  observe  that  what  the  actual  results  of  the  system 
would  be  only  experience  can  tell. 

Scotland  and  Ireland. 
Each  report  deals  separately  with  Scotland  and  Ireland,  and  their 
recommendations  are  adapted  to  the  respective  needs  and  conditions  of 
the  two  countries.  The  part  of  most  general  interest  is  that  the 
minority  report  recommends  the  extension  of  Sunday  Closing  in 
Ireland  to  the  five  exempted  cities,  while  the  majority  report  contents 
itself  with  suggesting  a  further  curtailment  of  the  hours  of  opening. 
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The  Magazines  for  August 


The  Nineteenth  Centubv  has  a  couple  of  Service  articles  to  st«n 
with — The  £jxesgive Armies  of  Jiuggia,by  Fie\d-ii.&rshal Sir  Laotom 
Simruons,  and  The  Limiuuions  of  Navol  Force,  by  Colonel  Sir 
Qeorge  Sydenh&m  Clarke.  Miss  Frances  H.  Low  contributes  A 
Wtmtan's  Criticism  of  Che  IVomen'i  Congregg,  and  Dr.  SL  Oeorgf 
MiTart  aska  What  Church  has  "  Contimtity  ?  "  Sir  William  Dea 
V<Bux,  G.C.M.Q.  (a  former  Governor  of  Newfoundland)  discasses 
Tkf  Connection  of  England  with  Newfoundland.  Mr.  Edmand 
Robertson,  Q.C.,  M.P.,  examines  Th?,  Caaun  Belli  in  South  Africa 
in  an  interesting  and  clearly- written  article.  Mr.  Michael 
Macdonagh  discusses  The  Evohuion  of  thf.  Parliamentary  Ociih, 
and  Mr.  Arthur  D.  Milne  describes  Life  on  tAe  Nile  South  of 
fnthoda. 

To  THB  Contemporary  Rrvibw  Dr.  Fairbairn  contributes  an  impor- 
tant article  on  Rare  and  Rflit/ion  in  India  Mr.  Robert  DooAld 
discusses  A  Nitii'  Tramway  Mnnnpii/y,  whilst  the  next  article  deals 
with  the  Far  East,  Kang  Yen  Wei  writing  on  The  Reform  of 
China.  Canon  MacCoU  and  -Mr.  J.  Horace  Round  have  a  contro- 
versy on  the  precise  significance  and  extent  of  "As  EHthliahtd 
by  Liw."  "  Ritortas  "  has  a  second  article  on  T/ie  Imperialism  «/" 
Britiih  Trade.  Other  articles  are  by  Mr.  W,  Durban  on  The 
Trans-Siberian  Railway,  and  by  "A  Heretic"  on  The  Anglo- 
Indian  Creed. 

The  Fortnightly  Review's  first  article  is  on  British  and  Dutch  in 
South  Africa,  by  Mr.  H,  A.  Bryden,  who  opportunely  reminds  us 
how  preponderatingly  Dutch  South  Africa  is,  taken  as  a  whole. 
"  Diplomaticus "  writes  on  Tiie  Struggle  for  South  African 
Supremacy.  Mr.  J.  Louis  Garvin  tries  to  answer  the  question. 
Why  is  Unioniiin  Unpopular  f  At  all  events  we  are  glad  to  know 
that  it  is.  "  S."  has  a  second  article  on  Russia's  Great  Naval 
Enterprise. 

In  TBS  National  Review  "Ignotus"  discusses  The  Rapprochement 
betmeen  Germany  and  France.  Mr.  R.  A.  Yerburgh,  M.P.,  has 
an  article  on  Ovr  Duly  Towards  China,  which  he  concei\-es  to  be 
to  "Egyptianise"  it.  Mr.  Ernest  E.  Williams  writes  on  Klon- 
dike— A  Study  in  Booms,  Major  Darwin  on  British  Expansion  iit 
South  Africa,  and  the  Rev.  W.  H,  Fitchett  on  The  Australian 
View  of  the  Soutli  African  Crisis.  There  are  the  customary 
capital  eammaries  of  the  month's  events. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


Subscribers  to  the  Maoazihe  whose  aubscriplions  fall  due  at  this 
time  will  find  a  notice  with  regard  to  theae  alang  with  this  issue.  We 
shall  be  glad  if  those  to  whom  it  applies  will  be  good  enough  to 
forward  remittances  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible. 

A  series  of  new  leaflets  (many  of  them  signed)  has  been  prepared 
by  the  Publication  Department,  and  is  now  ready.  Full  particnlars 
will  be  found  on  page  iii.  of  sdvertisemeDts  (opposite  page  472). 

The  "  Recording  Angel "  for  the  whole  of  the  present  Parliament 
is  now  ready,  price  5s. ;  or  for  this  Session  only,  price  23.  Full 
particulars  are  given  on  the  opposite  page. 
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U)  Lord  Kimberley  on  the  Niger  Companj. 

"  There  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  the  Empire  owes  a,  great  debt  of 
gratitude  to  those  who  directed  the  affairs  of  the  Niger  Company.  Their 
enterprise  was  one  of  great  difficulty,  involving  great  dangera,  reqniring 
great  prudence  and  tact  in  dealing  not  only  with  the  mere  «ava^  tTib«B  on 
Oie  coast  but  also  with  organist  and  powerful  Empires  furUior  north. 
They  had  also  to  deal  with  companies  which  had  previously  enlabliahed 
themaetvcfl  on  the  Niger — foreign  companies,  the  presence  of  which  mi^t 
have  made  it  impossible  for  that  whole  huge  territory  to  have  pawed 
exclusively,  as  it  now  will  do,  under  the  control  of  the  British  Crown.  In 
all  these  matters  tlie  Niger  Company  deserve  our  gratitude,  and  I  entirdy 
agree  with  Hit  Cieorge  Goldie  in  his  claim   that  they  were  not  a  mere 

commercial  company The  result  has  been   to  establish   onr 

authority  there,  and,  as  the  noble  marquis  hoe  truly  said,  to  npen  oat 
possibilities  of  great  trade  hereafter,  and  to  exercise  a  most  salutaiy 
influence  over  some  of  the  most  important  and  interesting  races  tbrongh- 
out  that  particular  part  of  Africa." 

(2)  Sir  Jolm  Oorst  on  the  Board  of  Education  Bill. 

"  It  was  extremely  difficult  to  say  whether  the  changes  {contetnplatfd 
fcy  the  Bill)  would  be  completed  before  a  general  election  took  place.  He 
did  not  know  how  far  ofT  the  general  election  was.  Parliament  mi^ht  last 
for  another  three  years  longer,  but  whether  it  lasted  one,  two,  or  three 
years  wan  a  question  whicii  a  person  in  his  position  could  not  pomibly 
answer.  He  could  assure  the  noble  lord  \Cranhome),  however,  that 
due  diligence  would  be  exercised  in  carrying  out  the  powers  given  to  the 
Board  of  Education  under  the  Hill.  Power  was  given  to  transfer  aJI  the 
educational  functions  of  the  Charity  Com  niissioners  as  might  be  convenient 
to  the  new  board,  but  that  power  was  not  exhausted  until  every  edncAtJonal 
function  of  the  Charity  Commission  had  lieen  transferred.  It  would  be 
extremely  unwise  to  transfer  the  whole  m  hlot.     The  Bill  would  transfer 


those  powers  first  of  all  which  were  most  necessaiy  to  carry  on  the  work  of 
the  Board  of  Education,  and  it  would  transfer  other  powers  as  they  midit 
become  necessary  and  as  experience  might  show  they  were  likely  t 


useful.  He  hoped  that  the  House  would  not  press  him  further  than  tiiis. 
Some  powers  might  never  be  transferred  at  all,  but  how  rapidly  they  would 
be  transferred  it  was  impossible  to  say." 

(3)  Hi.  Biirell  on  the  Board  of  Education  Bill. 

"  The  debate  was  a  disagreeable  commentary  od  the  Dew  fashion  of 
legislatioD  by  way  of  skeleton.  The  noble  lord  who  in  these  matters  was  a 
hungry  politician  in  search  of  flesh  fiuled  to  find  it  on  the  bones  of  this 
skeleton  ;  and  he  asked  the  Vice-President  to  say  what  he  meant  to  do 
with  this  Hill  after  he  liad  got  it  Not  a  word  which  the  risht  hon. 
gentleman  hod  said  in  reply  either  bound  him  or  bis  successor  who  might 

have  to  administer  the  law The  Bill   gave  no  information 

whatever.  It  simply  creal«d  a  new  department,  and  handed  oa  existing 
powers  to  be  workeo  by  a  different  body  and  machinery.  The  Government, 
in  fact.  Biud  ; — '  Pass  this  Bill  in  outline,  and  leave  it  to  the  Departmentto 
All  up  the  details.'  So  far  from  settling  any  questions  of  importance,  thia 
Bill  in  the  future  would  fiing  open  the  door  of  angry  controversy  as  to 
what  was  the  meaning  of  such  legislation,  and  what  was  to  be  the  powo'  in 
future  of  the  department  to  be  conHtltuted.  On  the  whole,  he  thought 
that  the  old-fashioned  way  of  saying  in  on  Act  of  Parliament  what  was 
meant  was  certainly  the  better  method  of  legislation." 
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THE   DIARY    OF    THE    MONTH. 


August  1. — House  of  Lords.  Bojal  Assent  given  to  Fttfie- 
Sent  Charge  (Rates)  Sill,  and  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  {Ireland) 
Bill. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scot- 
land) Bill,  Agricultural  and  Tech- 
nical Instruction  (Ireland)  Bill,  Sale 
of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill,  and  Im- 
provement of  Land  Bill  passed 
through   Committee. 

Royal  Niger  Company  BUI  read  &  second 
time.  Speeches  by  Lord  Salisbunr  and 
(1)  Lord  Kimberley. 

Earl  Wemjrss  and  Duke  of  Devooshire  on 

issue  of  a  Circular  at  the  Barrow  Ironworks 
intimating  that  no  man  over  6fty  would  be 
Uken  on.    (See  page  425). 

House  of  Commons.  Dublin  Corporation 
Bill — Consideration  of  Lords'  Amendments. 
Mr.  Healf's  proposal  to  disagree  with  lords' 
Amendments— excluding  four  of  the  five  town- 
ships included  by  the  Bill  within  the  City  of 
Dublin-carried  by  160  votes  to  52. 

Colonial  I^ans  Bill — Committee. 

Board  of  Education  Bill  read  a  third 
time.  Speeches  by  Lord  Cranbome,  (2)  Sir 
J.  Gorst,  (3)  Mr.  Burell,  Mr.  Bryce,  and 
Solicitor-GeneraL 

Public  Worship  (Loans)  Bill  passed 
through  Committee. 

Elementary  Education  ( Defective 
Children)   Bill   read   a   third   time. 

Commons  and  Open  Spaces  BUI  passed 
through  Committee. 

Inebriates  Act    (1898)    Amendment 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 
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I  Hr  DUltm  on  an  IrUli  Catholic  Univeisitj-. 

"  The  promiaes  and  deRlarationx  which  had  been  made  with  r^srd  to 
University  eilucation  in  Ireland  liad  been  departed  froTc.  Id  the  speech  of 
the  First  Lord  of  tlie  Treaimiy  tliia  year,  a  retrograde  Bt«p  nith  regard  to 
tiiin  shameful  oppreiviiun  of  the  IriHli  Catliolics  nad  been  taken,  and  the 
hope  of  any  Hettteiiient  wax  now  apparently  further  removed  th&n  it  w&s 
twelve  years  a,m.  It  vai^  distinctly  further  off  than  in  IH92,  when  the 
UnioniHts,  not  directly,  but  by  I'arious  Bubteiranean  channels,  gave  the 
Irish  members  to  understand  tliat  if  they  {the  Unioniii))  were  returned 
they  would  deal  with  tliin  Catholic  L'nivereity  question.  Irish  membeiK 
were  entitled  to  know  tlie  policy  of  the  tiovemnient  in  this  matter,  on 
which  the  opinion  of  Irisli  nieinbers  was  divided  in  the  proportion  of 
six  to  one.  In  education  it  was  necessary  to  build  from  above,  downwards. 
ajid  the  greatest  disability  was  to  deny  to  a  nation  the  opportunity  of  tlie 
highest  education.  He  was  aware  tliat  many  Liberals  baa  stTong  Wews  on 
tills  question,  but  bow  could  supporters  of  the  Government  justify  their 

Sisition  ?  Hon.  members  opposite  had  invoked  the  aid  of  the  Irish 
stionalists  to  maintain  religious  teaching  in  the  schools  of  this  coimtrTi 
but  when  the  sairie  question  was  transferred  to  Irisli  soil  these  lion,  gentle- 
men refuseii  to  support  tlieir  own  Government  in  conceding  the  claims  of 
the  Irish  Roman  Catholics.  Those  among  the  Irish  [«rty  wbo  had 
approached  this  question  from  the  start,  and  not  from  the  point  of  view  of 
rerigioua  bigotrj-,  had  set  their  faves  for  years  agidnst  any  a^tation  to 
disendow  or  despoil  Trinity  College.      They  recognised  tliat  in   Trinity 


College  they  possessed  a  great  institution  of  very  distinguished  history  and 
great  traditions,  which  had  done  a  great  deal  to  uphold  in  a  position  of 
honour  in  very  dark  times  the  name  of  Ireland  in  the  paths  of  the  higher 
learning.  Tliey  were,  therefore,  not  anxious  to  destroT  that  institution  or 
to  agitate  against  it,  because  they  wanted  rather  to  build  up  than  to  pnll 
down.  But  their  patience  had  neen  badly  rewarded.  The  Bishops  of 
Ireland  had  declared  that  if  there  was  furtlier  delav  in  dealing  nith  this 
f^ievance  tliey  would  be  compelled  to  call  upon  the  people  of  Ireland  to 
inauguiatean  agitation  a^unstTrinity  College.  It  would  De  a  dotigeroos 
position  of  affairs  when  Uiat  appeal  went  forth  ;  but  if  the  Irish  Roman 
Catholics  were  driven  t<)  despair  Trinity  College  would  undoubtedly  come 
down.  The  Irish  Catholics  would  have  justice  in  obttuning  higher  educa- 
tion for  their  people." 
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August  ^2 — House  of  Commons.     Colonial  Loans  Bill — 

Committee  »od  third  reading. 

Expiring  Laws  Continuance  StU  passed 
through  Committee  and  read  a  ihird  time. 
Amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Dillon  again  at 
inclaaioa  o£  the  JPeoce  Preservation 
{Ireland)  Act  in  the  measure  lost  by  118 
to  42. 

Public  Works  {Loans)  Bill,  Poor~Lato 
Actit  Aniendment  Bill,  and  Commons 
and  Open  Spa^cea  Bill  read  a  third  time. 

„  3.— House  of  Lords.  Dublin  Corporation  Bill 
— consideration  of  Commons'  Amendments. 
Motion  by  Lord  Tweedmouth  to  ^ree  to 
them  defeated  by  55  to  7. 
Agricultural  and  Techincal  Instruc- 
tion {Ireland)  BUI,  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Bill,  Imjn'Ovement  of  Land 
Bill,  Small  Houses  {Acquisiti4>n  of 
Ownership)  Bill,  and  Companies  Bill 
read  a.  third  time  and  passed. 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scot- 
land) Bill  amended  on  report 


Teleplwnes  Bill  and  Military  Works 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

On  Motion  of  Lord  Chancellor  Resolution  passed 
to  petition  the  Queen  to  appoint  an  additional 
Judge  of  the  High  Court,  Clmncery  Division. 

House  of  Commons.  Remainder  of  Vot«8  in  Supply 
passed  after  several  divisions.  A  number  of 
important  votes  pot  without  discussion,  twenty- 
two  days  having  —  in  accordance  with  the 
Sessional  order — been  devoted  to  Supply.  Dis- 
cussions on  the  National  Portrait  Oallery, 
Catholic  University  in  Ireland — ^speech  by  (1) 
Mr.  Dillon — and  Slavery  in  Zanzibar. 

-House  of  Lords.  Colonial  Loans  BUI  read 
second  and  third  time  and  passed. 
Naval  Works  Bill,  TelephoneK  Bill, 
Private  Leginlation  Procedure  {Scot- 
land) Bill.  Royal  Niger  Bill,  and 
Military  Works  Bill  read  a  third  time. 
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(1)  Six  0.  Dilke  on  ttie  Martyr  anil  Juba  Exiietlitions. 

"The  Martyr  expedition  van  deenalcLed  from  Uganda  down  the  Nile 
in  the  direction  of  FacliodA.  It  liad  reniaineil  on  the  Nile  up  to  the 
present  time,  and  it  )i«d  followed  tlie  course  of  the  river.  Tlie  Martyr 
expedition  found  the  Congolese  forces  on  tlie  Nile  outside  the  district  to 
which  it  waf>  supposed  tliey  were  conKned.  By  on  arrangement  with  thiA 
country  the  Congo  State  secured  two  leases  of  territory  which  we  claimed 
as  l)eing  within  the  British  sphere  of  influence  on  the  Nile — one  lea«e 
dealing  with  a  strip  of  territory  along  the  Nile,  and  the  other  with  territory 
Id  tlie  Bahr-el-Ghazal.  Those  leanef,  which  covered  the  whole  of  the 
Egyptian  province  of  Balir-el-(iliAxal,  were  denounced  by  France,  acting  in 
Goncnrrence  with  Uermany,  and  tlie  rcHult  of  their  action  was  that  the^ 
King  of  the  Belgians  renounced  to  France,  without  any  negotiation  nith 
this  country,  tlie  whole  of  one  of  the  teHHeH  and  tlie  half  of  the  ReotiDcL 
The  King  withdrew  his  troopn  and  officem  from  tlie  Bahr-el-Ohazal 
country,  and  from  a  point  about  the  middle  of  the  other  strip  along  the 
Nile  he  withdrew  his  forces  witliin  the  endatv.  What  was  to  be  tJie 
future  of  these  territories  1  The  King  of  the  Bel^ans  and  his  adviaem  had 
always  stated  that  his  Majesty  was  the  inheritor  of  all  the  Bahr-el- 
lihaKal  territory,  and  her  Majesty's  Government  had  hitherto  caref ally- 
abstained  from  denying  the  claim,  but,  however  that  miglit  be,  he  held 
it  was  most  improper  to  place  any  natives  of  Africa  under  Congolese 
mle,  which  he  Iwlieved  to  be  the  n-ontof  any  to  which  any  African  people 
were  subject.  A  definite  statement  had  lieeu  niade  to  the  House  that 
the  coet  of  the  Uganda  Protectorate  would  not  exceed  £AO,000  a  year  to 
this  countrr,  whereas  he  complained  it  had  been  very  much  more.  In 
regard  to  tlie  Jnba  expedition,  he  had  never  known  a  case  in  -which  the 
House  had  been  so  completely  misled  as  in  the  case  of  tliat  expedition.  It 
was  supposed  that  it  was  an  exploring  exiiedition  in  the  neiehboarhood  of 
Uie  river  Juba,  but  it  ap|)eareil  from  the  Blue-liook  and  had  been  admitted 
by  the  Prime  Minister  that  the  real  object,  as  some  of  tJteni  always  stui- 
pected,  was  to  intercept  the  French  at  Faahoda." 

(2)  Ur.  Brodiick  on  China. 

"  A  much  more  important  point  which  liad  been  raised  was  that  of  onr 
passible  co-operation  with  (lermany  in  reganl  to  prorinces  which  were  not 
m  the  special  sphere  of  an^  Power.  The  whole  question  of  allianoea  sh. 
regarded  China  was  one  winch  was  always  cropping  up,  and  on  which  thoee 

who  advocated   alliances  took   difl'erent  views When   they 

parted  last  year  the  air  was  full  of  alarmist  rumours  ;  there  was  a. 
general  disposition  to  believe  that  British  dijdomacy  in  China  had  been 
defective,  and  that  we  had  lost  all  along  the  line,  either  ow-ing  to 
supineness  or  to  want  of  nerve.  He  did  not  think  there  had  been 
any  evidence  of  that  feeling  in  the  speeches  delivered  that  evening.  He 
thought  it  had  been  realised  that  if  progress  had  been  slow  it  liad  been 
sure,  and  that  we  ha<l  not  fallen  behind,  certainty  in  the  commercial  race, 
and,  he  hoped  also,  in  the  political  race,  in  China.  There  was  no  doubt  Ida 
noble  friend  thought  that  tliuy  had  not  taken  sufficiently  strong  steps  to 

Seserve  the  open  door,  and  that  our  agreeiuent  with  Russia  was  useless, 
n  would  remind  his  noble  friend  that  they  still,  as  they  ever  did,  took 
their  stand  as  regarded  the  open  door  on  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of 
Tien-tsin,  to  which  the  Chinese  liovernment  was  a  party,  and  his  noble 
friend  could  not  point  out  any  case  in  which,   up  to    the    preeent,  the 

^-ovisioQB  of  the  treaty  of  Tien-tsin  had  been  disregarded  as  gainst  us. 
he  open  door  remained  open,  and  although  he  would  say  that  it  must  be 
clear  to  any  of  tliose  who  watched  the  conrse  of  events  tliat  they  could  not 
undertake  to  protect  British  commerce  if  it  was  pushed  into  the  uttcrruost 
provinces  of  China,  to  some  of  which  the  Chinese  Government  itself  hardlv 
extended,  yet  they  had  not  allowed  any  operations  to  take  place  which 
wonid  prejudice  the  entry  of  our  trade." 
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^a^pist  4. — House  of  Commoos.  Discussion  on  Report  ot 
Supply.  (1)  Sir  C.  Dilke  on  the  Martyr  and 
Juba  Expeditions,  Mr.  Brodrick  on  African 
Policy.  Speeches  by  Mr.  Chamberlain  (on 
improvament  of  Cyprus  under  British  rule),  and 
Sir  W.  Foster  (in  favour  of  the  Sheffield 
"  Scattered  Home  "  system).  Report  agreed  to. 
Appropriation  Bill  read  a  first  time. 

„  7.— House  of  Lords.  Expiring  Lawa  Continu- 
ance Bill,  Public  Works  {Loans)  Bill, 
Baths  and  Wavhhouses  Acts  Amend- 
ment Bill,  and  other  Bills,  read  third  time 
and  passed. 

House  of  Coinnions.    Agriculture  and  Tech- 
nical Education  (Ireland)  Bill.    On 

consideration  of  Iiords'  Amendments,  Mr. 
Austin's  Motion  to  disagree  with  amendment 
which  removed  from  the  Board  of  Technical 
Instruction,  established  by  the  Bill,  representa- 
tives of  Chambers  of  Commerce  and  Trades' 
Councils  of  Dublin,  Belfast,  and  Cork,  defeated 
by  69  to  47.  , 

Lords'  Amendments  to  Private  Legislation 
Procedure  (Scotland)  Bill  ttgned  to,  with 
a  slight  amendment. 

Lords'  Amendments  to  Sale  of  Food  and 
IfrugsBill  and  Small  Houses  (Acquisi- 
tion of  Ownership)  Bill  agreed  to. 

Appropriation  Bill  read  second  time.  Dis- 
cussion on  China,  Sugar  Question,  and  South 
Africa.  Speeches  by  (2)  Mr.  Brodrick  on 
China,  (3)  Mr.  C.  P.  Scott,  and  Mr.  Cbam- 
berlaia  on  South  Africa. 
„  8. — House  of  Lords.     Commons'  Amendments  to  Lords 

Amendmenta  to  Private  Legislation  Pro- 
cedure {Scotland)  BUI  agreed  to. 

(3)  Mr.  Scott  on  the  TnuiBvaal. 

"A  more  flimtif  argnment  thau  the  allegation  of  bad  faitli  against 
President  Kruger  coolS  not  \ie  imagined.  No  protest  whatever  waa  made 
by  this  (»nntry  wlien  tiie  francliiae  period  was  raised  from  one  year  to  five. 
1*11616  waa  no  protest  wlien  tbey  raised  it  to  14  yearw — an  aniurdly  long 
period,  in  his  opinion— and  tbey  had  gone  on  for  12  years  or  more  without 
making  the  Blighteat  protest  or  objection  until  now  the  Colonial  Secretary 
came  forward  witli  hiH  allegation  of  bad  faitli  on  the  ^ut  of  tlie  Transvau 
ax  regarded  the  francliiae.  Tbey  on  thai  side  of  tbe  House  did  not  wish  to 
treat  this  as  a  mere  matter  of  legal  technicality.  They  wished  to  deal 
with  it  on  the  broad  gronnda  of  equity." 
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11}  Sir  W.  Wedderimm  on  India. 

"During  the  tast  six  veara  lie  had  Htriven  to  get  a  hearing  for  die 
Indiiin  view  of  Indian  aifairs.but  in  no  case  had  he  been  able  to  obtun 
independent  inqniiy  into  any  complaint,  nor  the  redress  of  any  IndiftU 
gTievance,whether  that  grievance  waa  suffered  by  an  individual,  by  aclaHi, 
or  by  the  whole  Indian  people.  The  question  was,  wliat  niBchiaery  eiisted 
by  which  the  Huuite  of  Commons,  as  the  ultiniate  Court  of  Appc«J,  oonld 
secure  the  hearing  of  complaints  and  tlie  redress  of  grievaneea.  ITie 
regular  routine  waa  to  refuse  all  independent  inquiry  ;  to  refer  complaint* 
for  re^rt  to  the  official  complained  against ;  and,  when  that  official  pled 
not  gtulty,  to  assure  the  Rouse  that  no  grievance  existed.  U nf ortn n at«ily 
that  refuxal  of  independent  inquiry  was  extended  even  U>  important  qne»- 
tions  of  fact  where  there  was  no  personal  complaint  afainst  aji  omcikL 
For  example,  there  existed  an  irreconcilable  difference  ofopinion  as  to  the 
condition  of  the  ryots.  The  India  Office  theory  was  that  the  ryot  waa  a 
fat  and  comfortable  pertion,  increasing  each  year  in  prosperity,  pleasantly 
conscious  of  the  hlesaings  of  British  mle.  On  the  other  hand,  all  Indian 
public  opinion  knew  and  asserted  that  he  v/ae  a  mixerahle  starveling,  hope- 
lessly in  debt  to  the  moneylender ;  without  store  ot  food,  money  or  credit ; 
living  from  hand  t«  mouth,  so  tliat  he  readily  died  from  famine  if  tha« 
was  a  failure  of  one  harvest.  There  was  a  clear  it(sue  of  fact ;  and  again 
and  a^in  he  had  asked  for  a  detailed  village  in<|uiry,  which  wonld  settle 
the  point.  Three  times  in  the  last  three  yearH  he  had  moved  reaolntions  in 
tliat  House  asking  for  such  an  inquiry,  and  o"  " — ■■  — —■!-"  <•  >— J  iw.u« 
refused.  That  showed  that  the  Hou  -  '  "- 
upon  the  Secretary  of 
to  make  impartial  in 
against  the  strong." 

te)  Ki-  Chamberlain  on  the  Transvaal. 

"  The  view  of  the  Government  and  the  policy  of  the  Government 
have  been  clearly  expressed  in  this  House,  and  in  another  place.  We  have 
stated  that  we  recognise  the  grievances  under  which  our  subjects  in  Sontli 
Africa  are  labouring.  We  have  stated  that  we  lind  those  grievances  not 
merely  in  themselves  a  seriouH  cause  for  interposition  but  a  source  of  danger 
to  the  whole  of  South  Africa.  We  say  that  our  predominance,  which  both 
s)de«  of  the  House  liave  constantly  asserted,  is  menaceil  by  the  action  of 
tlie  Transvaal  in  refusing  to  redress  grievances  and  in  refusing  any  con- 
sideration to  the  requeets  made  in  moderate  language  by  the  suzerain 
Power.  That  Ih  a  HU.te  of  things  which  cannot  long  be  tolerated.  We 
have  stated  tlial  we  have  put  our  hands  to  the  plough  and  we  will  not 
draw  back,  and  on  that  stat«ment  I  propose  to  rest." 

(3)  Sir  J.  Qorst  on  Education. 

"  They  would  never  make  any  progress  in  the  teaching  and  bringing-np 
of  our  children  until  the  people  themselves— he  meant  the  parents  of  thoee 
children — took  a  lively  interest  and  a  large  part  in  that  education.  They 
often  heard  of  the  superiority  of  Continental  systems  of  education  and  fa<nr 
well  voung  Frenchmen  in  scliools  were  brought  up.  There  was  nothing  in 
the  foreign  systems  of  education  more  remarkable  tlian  the  keen  and 
intense  interest  which  the  parents  of  the  children  took  in  the  education  <d 
their  children.  He  did  not  know  how  they  regarded  education  in  West- 
morland, but  in  the  south  of  England  there  were  district"  where  people  did 
not  care  a  brass  farthing  what  was  taught  their  children.  Parents  aent 
children  to  school  because  they  were  obliged,  but  they  took  no  interest 
in  the  teaching.  There  was  notliing  that  people  should  aim  at  mote 
constantly  tlian  fostering  the  interest  of  the  parents  in  the  education  (rf 
their  children.  The  Bwird  School  system  was  intended  to  act  in  that 
direction.  It  was  thought  that  if  the  ratepayers  elected  a  body  by  whioh 
the  school  waa  managed  they  would  be  interested.  He  was  sorry  to  say 
that  the  authors  of  that  measure  were  disappointed.  The  election  of  Schow 
Botu*ds  did  not  depend  so  much  upon  the  education  question  as  upon  party 
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1899. 

August   8.— House  of  Commons.      Appr<^r1at1on    BUI 

passed   Commiltee. 

lodian     Budget     iDtroduced     by     Lord     G. 
HamiltOD.    Mr.  Caldwell's  Amendment  lost 
by  95  to  36.     Speeohea  by  (I)  Sir  W.  Wedder- 
bura,  and  Sir  Henry  Fowler. 
Indian  Budget  Resolutions  t^reed  to 
„        9.— House  of  Lords.     Royal  Assent  given  to  Appro- 
priation Bill,  University  of  London 
Act  (1898)  Amendment  Bill,  Seats  for 
Shop  Assistants  Bill,  Colonial  Loans 
Bill,  Naval  Works  Bill,  Telephones 
Bill,  Board  of  Edvcation  Bill,  Boyal 
Niger     Company     Bill,       Militate 
Works    Bill,      Private     Legislation 
Proceditre  (Scotland)  Bill,  Agricul- 
ture and  Technical  Instruction  (Ire- 
land) Bill.  Sale  of  Food  and  J>rugs 
Bill,  and  .'itnall  Bouses  (Acquisition 
of  Ownership)  Bill. 
Queen's  Speech  read  by  Lord  Chancellor  and 
Parliament  Prorogued. 
House  of  Commons.    Appropi^ntion  Bill  read 
third  time  and  passed.      Further  discussion  on 
Transvaal.     Speech  by  {i)  Mr.  Chamberlain. 
„      U.— Mr.    Chaplin  at   Wynyard   Park,   Stockton,    on 

Old  Ago  PenaionB.     (See  page  427). 
„        15. — Mr,    Gerald   Balfour  on  Cooperation  at  opening  the 

Co-operative  Exhibition  at  Crystal  Palace. 
„        24. — (3)   Sir   John  Gorst  at  Primrose    League  gathering, 
Keodal,  on  Politics  and  Education. 


ment.    (See  p^e  422). 

anil  religious  questioos.  A  man  was  elected  to  a  Board  not  because  he  was 
iuterestMl  in  education,  but  because  he  was  a  member  of  some  section  or 
puty.  There  was  a  great  talk  about  the  regularity  of  children  attending 
school.  Who  was  tlie  beat  attendance  officer  T  The  father  or  the  niotlier. 
In  Switzerland  the  father  or  the  mother  would  not  allow  a  child  to  abstain 
from  attending  school ;  and  if  the;  could  get  the  people  interested  in  the 
improvement  of  onr  schools,  they  would  have  the  UBelulness  and  retiulb<  of 
edncatioD  carried  to  the  widest  extent  which  human  winduni  could  desire. 
If  they  wanted  education  efficient  and  good,  they  most  look  into  it  them- 
selves, and  tliey  would  find  that  the  Government  would  so  act  that  their 
children  wonid  be  brought  up  as  well  as  the  children  of  their  Continental 
rivals,  and  be  able  to  tatce  part  in  the  industrial  affairs  of  the  world." 
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THE   DIVISIONS    OF   THE    MONTH. 

AvavsT,  1899. 


A  record  of  the  more  importaat  divisions  for  the  month  of  August  - 


(The  votes  of  nay  particular  member  in  the  EoUowing  divisions  can 
be  obtained  from  the  Liberal  Publication  Department  for  Is.  For  a 
fee  of  5s.  the  votes  in  the  principal  divisions  for  a  year  can  be  obtained 
monthly.) 

[NoTK. — IntkefoUwinng  liMtoflhechiefdivauiniifithtHotue  o/OWnton*. 
Ote  number  of  the  minority  {icktthtr  "  For  "  or  "  Agaimt  ")  in  a  dieMon  i* 
alway»  put  first  for  the  take  of  eointeiiienee.  When  the  dieisicnit  in  "official" 
(MM,  (i,«.)  «A«n  the  Oovtrnment  or  Oppotitian  Whip*  are  the  TdUrt,  the 
word  "  Pur  "  or  "  Against "  as  the  case  inay  ht,   i»  gvaen  in  tlalto.] 


I. — The  Lords  and  thb  Dcblin  Cobpohatioit  Bill. 
August  Ist,  1899  {Division  No.  322).— On  Mr.  Healy's  MoUon  to 
disi^ree  with  the  Lords'  Amendment  which  excluded  four  townships 
from  the  new  Dublin. 

Against,  54  ;  For,  162. 

II. — BoABD  OP  EoncATiON  Bill. 
August    Ist,     1899    {Division    No.    320).  — On     Lord    Edmond 
Fitzmaurice's    Amendment    confining    the    iospectioa  of    secondary 
schools  to  organisations  connected  with  secondary  education. 

For,  54  ;  Againet,  145. 

ni. — The  Ikdian  Bddoet. 
August  8th,  1899  (Divition  No.  363).— On  Mr.  Caldwell's 
Amendment  declaring  that  under  existing  procedure  the  authority  tA 
Parliament  over  Indian  afiairs  is  not  effectively  exercised ;  that  the 
salary  of  the  Secretaiy  of  State  for  India  should  be  placed  on  the 
Estimates ;  that  the  debate  on  the  Indian  Budget  should  be  appointed 
for  an  earlier  day  in  the  Session  ;  and  that,  with  a  view  to  the  more 
efi^ctual  discharge  by  this  House  of  its  existing  duty  to  the  unrepre- 
salted  Indian  taxpayer,  the  East  Indian  Accounts  should  each  year 
be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee  with  instructions  to  report  on 
any  special  features  deserving  the  attention  of  the  House. 

For,  38  ;  Agaimt,  97. 


)  by  Google 


THE  LtSBItAL  HAO^ZINB. 


NOTES    AND    FIGURES. 

The    SeBBion  of  1899,    according  to  the 
The  Sbbbion         Times,   the   leading  eulogist  of  the  Unionist 
OF  1899.  Government,    "will    not    occupy  a  vi'ry   con- 

spicuous part  in  Parliamentary  history,"  despite 
the  (act  that  Ministers  have  succeeded  (with  the  help  of  the  Opposi- 
tion) "  in  passing  a  considerable  amount  of  domestic  legislation." 
The  measures  passed  are  for  the  most  part  of  a  minor  or  secondary 
character,  although  Mr.  Chamberlain,  whose  geese  are  always  swans  on 
the  party  pJatform,  characteriRes  them  as  "great  reforms."  The 
most  important  measure  of  the  Session,  the  London  Government 
Act,  in  the  form  in  which  it  passed  through  Parliament,  was 
Tery  largely  the  work  of  the  Liberal  Opposition,  whose  amend- 
ments completely  altered  ite  character,  as  was  shown  in  the  Liberal 
MaoaZinb  for  July.  The  other  principal  measure  of  the  Session, 
the  Tithe-rent  Charges  (Rates)  Act,  is  one  whose  merits  have 
been  studiously  avoided  in  Ministerial  oratory.  As  a  measure  for 
relieving  the  clergy  of  taxation  by  a  grant  of  over  £87,000  from  the 
Xocal  Taxation  Account,  it  occasioned  no  little  protest  from  Unionist 
members  for  borough  constituencies,  several  of  whom  voted  against 
it,  many  abstained  from  voting,  whilst  many  others  would  have  done 
so  had  they  been  free  to  follow  their  own  inclination.  It  drove  one 
Conaervative,  Mr.  George  Whiteley,  M.P.  for  Stockport,  over  to  the 
Opposition,  and  it  was  noticeable  that  at  the  double  by-election  for 
Oldham,  when  two  seats  were  won  by  the  Liberals,  both  the  Conserva- 
tive candidates  expressed  strong  disapproval  of  the  Bill.  A  third 
measure  of  importance,  the  Elementary  Education  (School  Attendance) 
Act,  which  raises  from  11  to  12  the  age  for  partial  exemption  from 
school  attendance,  thus  practically  abolishing  the  half-timer,  was  not  the 
work  of  the  Government.  It  was  introduced  by  Mr.  W,  S.  Robsou, 
and  though  at  first  frowned  upon  by  Ministers,  public  opinion  ex- 
pressed itself  so  strongly  in  favour  of  the  Bill  that  they  were  com- 
pelled to  extend  towards  it  a  benevolent  neutrality.  Hence  it  is  one 
of  the  few  private  members'  Bills  that  have  been  passed.  The  rest  of 
the  Session's  legislation  is  not  of  a  very  important  character.  Mr. 
Chamberlain's  own  pet  social  measure,  the  Small  Houses  (Acquisition 
of  Ownership)  Act,  which  he  describes  aa  a  reform  of  "  great  im- 
portance to  the  working  people  of  the  country,"  is  not  likely  to  have 
any  considerable  application,  and  by  working  class  politicians  it  is 
somewhat  contemptuously  spoken  of.  Like  a  certain  Allotments  Act  of 
a  previous  Unionist  Ministry,  its  sphere  of  operation  is  hardly  likely  to 
be  large.  For  the  rest  the  Session  will  always  be  remembered  for  Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach's  raid  on  the  Sinking  Fund. 
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PRnuiBB  iwn  ^°  ^^^  Qaeen'B  Speech  read  at  the  opening 

1-BOM19B  AND  ^j  ^_^^^   Qenaxoa    the   following   measures    were 

rBRFORMAKCB.        promised  in  the  order  here  given  :— 

Anti- Anarchist  Bill, 

London  Uovernment  Bill, 

Board  of  Education  Bill, 

Scottish  Private  L^:isUtioi]  Bill, 

Small  Houses  Bill, 

Irish  Agriculture  and  Technical  Education  Bill, 

Irish  Tithe-rent  Charge  Bill, 

Metropolitan  Water  Bill, 

Companies  Bill, 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Bill, 

Money  Lenders  Bill, 

Factory  Acts  Amendment  Bill, 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill. 
Of  this  rather  lengthy  list,  eight  were  remanets  from  prenovs 
sessions,  and  one  of  them,  the  Companies  Bill,  had  previously  been 
introduced  and  passed  a  House  of  Lords'  Select  Committee  three 
times,  while  four  others  of  them  have  twice  figured  in  previous  Queen's 
Speeches,  and  the  remainder  once  each. 

Of  the  above  measures  the  following  have  been  passed : — 

London  Government  Act, 

Board  of  Eklucation  Act, 

Private  Legislation  Procedure  (Scotland)  Act, 

Small  Dwellings  (Acquisition)  Act, 

Agricultural  and  Technical  Instruction  (Ireland)  Act, 

Metropolitan  Water  Act, 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 
Of  the  others,  the  Companies  Act  has  been  dropped  (or  the  fourth 
time  after  passing  the  Lords'  Select  Committee ;  the  Irish  Tithe-rent 
Charge  BUI  was  introduced  and  dropped  immediately  ;  the  Money 
Lenders  Bill  was  introdaced  and  passed  the  House  of  Lords,  but 
was  subsequently  withdrawn;  the  An ti- Anarchist  Bill,  the  Factory 
Acta  Amendment,  and  Agricultural  Holdings  Bills  were  never 
introduced  at  all. 

On  the  other  hand  the  following  measures,  not  mentioned  in  tbe 
Queen's  Speech,  were  passed  : — 

Tithe-rent  Charge  Rating  (England)  Act, 

Telephones  Act, 

Niger  Companies  Act, 

Colonial  Loans  Act, 
the  latter  being  another  remanet  from  a  previous  Session. 

The  Qovemment  once  more  monopolised  the  time  of  the  Session, 
uid  began  to  encroach  upon  private  members'  nighte  at  a  very  early 
period.  A  large  number  of  votes  were  also  put  without  any  discussion. 
Though  they  cannot  complain  of  the  slightest  attempt  at  obBtmction, 
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and  the  reatratnt  of  the  Opposition  in  not  challenging  diecusaion  on 
delicate  questions  of  foreign  policy  has  heen  acknowledged  by  Ministers 
themselves,  the  closure  has  been  freely  applied  to  pass  measures  through 
^^ont  adequate  debate. 

A  parliamentary  paper  issued  since  the  close  of  the  Session  shows 
that  the  closure  was  moved  33  times — 12  times  when  the  Speaker  was 
in  the  chair,  and  21  times  when  the  House  was  in  Committee.  Mr. 
B&lfonr  moved  the  cloenre  16  times,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
oace,  and  Mr.  Walter  Long  thn-e  times.  The  assent  of  the  Speaker 
to  the  motion  was  withheld  eight  times,  and  by  the  Chairman  of 
CoDumtt«es  four  times.  Assent  was  given  to  the  closure  by  the 
Chairman  17  times,  by  the  Speaker  twice,  and  by  the  Deputy-Speaker 
oaoe ;  and  the  number  of  times  the  closure  was  carried  on  a  division 
was  20. 

On  the  other  hand  the  motion  for  the  adjournment  of  the  House 
in  order  to  call  attention  to  a  definite  matter  of  urgent  public  impor- 
tance was  only  moved  five  times  in  the  course  of  last  Session,  this 
being  the  same  number  as  in  the  previous  year.  Mr.  Labouchere  moved 
it  to  call  attentioQ  to  the  exclusion  of  children  for  wearing  a  medal  in 
St.  James's  School,  Northampton ;  Mr.  Pritchard  Morgan  to  the 
demands  of  Italy  on  China  ;  Captain  Sinclair  to  a  secondary  education 
scheme  for  Scotland  ;  Mr.  Davitt  to  the  suppression  of  a  public 
meeting  in  Mayo,  and  Mr.  Dillon  to  riotous  public  meetings  in  Belfast. 


Let  us  once  more  reproduce  Mr.  Chamber- 
Thb  "Social  Iain's  celebrated  "Social  Programme," and  see 
Froqraume."  how  it  stands  at  the  end  of  last  Session — after 

four  years  of  Unionist  office  : — 

I.— (a)  Nothing.       (6)  Government 
measure  passed. 


artiuns  on  bvonrable 
tenns,  civisg  them  the 
same  advantages  as 
Irish  tenants  enjoy. 

2.— Powers  giveii  to 
the  Oovarnment  to  deal 
with  alien  inunigratioiL 


3.— Old-Ace  Pensions. 


i^horter  honra  in 


2. — Nothing,  tiovemment  Bill  promised 
in'  1896  Queen's  Speech,  but  not  intro- 
duced. No  mention  in  Speeches  of  1897, 
189B,  and  1B99. 

3. — NoOovemmentBill.  Parliamentary 
Committee  appointed  and  reported. 

4. — No  Government  Bill.  Sir  Matthew 
White  Ridley  has  announced  that  Oovem- 
■oent  will  do  nothing. 
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&.-<!ompeiisation    to  5. — By  the  Act  of  1897  compensatkn 

workers  fOT  every  injpry        given  to  some  workers  for  some  injorieB. 
they     suffer,    whether        " 
CBoied  by  negligence  or 
not. 

6.— An    experimental  6. — Nothing. 

Eight  Hours  day  in  the 
mit^ji^g  industry, 

7. — Nothing;  but  appointment  of  a 
Licensing  Commission  which  has  presented 
a  divided  report. 

8.— Creation      of      a  8.— Conciliation   Act   of    1896.      Only 

Jlrficial  Tribunal  in  all        been  adopted  in  a  few  industrial  centres, 
indnstnal    centres  for  '^ 

the  settlement  of  dis- 
putes, 

■Where  then,  after  the  lapse  of  four  Sessions,  is  the  overwhelming 
fulfihnent  of  promises  here  I  Mr.  Balfour's  Manchester  Social  Pro- 
gramme shows  up  even  worse.  This  did  contain  eleven  measures, 
of  which  four  only  have  been  made  the  subject  of  legislation,  but  the 
account  stnnds  pretty  much  the  same  as  when  we  last  quoted  iL 
(!jee  Liberal  Magazine  for  March.) 

Mr.  Chamberlain's  recent  reference  to  the  "Newcastle  Progranuae, 
with  its  twenty  or  thirty  items,  not  one  of  which  uras  ever  pTticlicaUy  pro- 
ceeded imi/t,"  is  as  glaringly  inaccurate  aa  might  be  expected  from 
Mr.  Chamberlain.  In  the  short  term  of  office  of  the  Gladstone 
and  Bosebery  M  inistries,  good  and  practical  progress  was  made 
with  the  items  in  the  Newcastle  Programme.  A  measure  of  Home 
Rule—  its  iirst  and  most  prominent  item — passed  the  House  of 
Commons  ;  Parish  and  District  Councils  were  established,  with  large 
powers  in  the  matter  of  allotments  and  small  holdings ;  Sir  William 
Harcourt's  Democratic  Budget  was  passed  ;  a  more  thoroughgoing 
and  comprehensive  Factory  Act  than  anything  the  present  Govern- 
ment have  attempted  was  passed,  and  a  number  of  other  items  of  the 
Newcastle  Programme  were  made,  as  Mr.  Chamberlain  would  say, 
"subjects  of  legislation,"  and  pressed  forward,  despite  obstructive 
devices  such  as  the  present  Ministry  has  never  experienced. 


In  the  course  of  a  speech  delivered  to  the 

Mr.  Chambrrlain     members  of  a  local  Unionist  club  at  bis  bonsa 

ON  THE  Trakstaal.    at  Highbury,  Birmingham,  on  Saturday,  August 

26th,    Mr.    Chamberlain    made   the  foUowing 

grave  references  to  aSairs  in  the  Transvaal : — 

"There  ia  one  subject  which  is  very  deep  in  all  your  minda,  and  about 
which  I  am  loth  to  say  much  lest  I  do  harm — that  is  the  relation  of  onr- 
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Helves  with  the  Transvani  Government.  I  wish  that  I  could  tell  you  to-day 
that  the  difBculties  which  have  eziated  for  so  many  years  between  her 
Majeaty's  Government  and  the  Oligarchy  in  I*retoria,  and  which  have 
assumed  an  acut«  form  during  the  last  few  years,  were  happily  settled  ;  but, 
unfortunately,  that  is  not  yet  in  my  power.  We  hare  been,  as  you  know, 
for  the  last  three  months  negotiating  with  President  Eraser.  We  have 
made,  perhaps,  some  little  progresi ;  but  I  cannot  truly  say  that  the  crisis  is 
passed.  Mr.  Kruger  procrastinates  in  his  replies.  He  dribbles  out  reforms 
like  water  from  a  squeezed  sponge,  and  he  either  accompanies  his  offers  with 
conditions  which  he  knows  to  be  impossible,  or  he  refuses  to  allow  us  to 
nriake  a  satisfactory  investigation  of  the  nature  and  the  character  of  these 
reforms.  Well,  under  these  circumstances,  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  denied 
by  anyone,  certainly  not  by  any  but  those  who  are  very  bitter  partisans,  or 
are  animated  by  personal  animosity— I  do  not  think  it  will  be  denied  by 
anyone  else  that  we  have  been  very  moderate— very  conciliatory  in  all  that 
we  have  written,  all  that  we  have  said,  and  that  we  have  exhibited  a  patience 
which  is  really  unparalleled  in  the  relations  between  a  paramount  power  and 
a  subordinate  state.  What  we  have  asked  is  admitted  by  the  whole  world 
to  be  just,  and  reasonable,  and  moderate— so  moderate,  indeed,  that  the 
proposals  which  were  made  by  Sir  Alfred  Mihier  at  the  Bloemfontein 
Conference  appear  to  many  to  verge  upon  weakness.  We  cannot  ask  lens, 
and,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  we  cannot  take  less, 

"  The  issues  of  peace  and  of  war  are  in  the  hands  of  President  Eruget 
and  of  his  advisers.  Four  years  ago  if  he  had  accepted  the  friendly  advice 
which,  in  all  sincerity,  I  tendered  to  him,  none  of  this  difficulty  would  have 
arisen.  Three  months  ago  if  be  had  accepted  the  offer  of  a  compromise  by 
Sir  A.  Milner  we  should  not  find  ourselves  in  our  present  critical  position. 
And  even  now,  at  the  eleventh  hour,  he  has  it  in  his  hands,  by  the  accept- 
ance of  these  moderate  and  reasonable  reforms — the  least  we  can  ask  in 
common  justice — to  relieve,  at  all  events,  the  present  difficulty,  to  secure 
and  conlirm  the  independence  of  his  own  State,  and  to  pave  the  way  for  a 
better  understanding.  Will  he  speak  the  necessary  words  1  The  sands  are 
nmniiig  down  in  the  (class.  The  situation  is  too  fraught  with  danger,  it  ia 
too  strained  for  any  indefinite  postponement.  The  knot  must  be  loosened, 
to  use  Mr.  Balfour's  words,  or  else  we  shall  have  to  find  other  ways  of 
untying  it.  And  if  we  do  that,  if  we  are  forced  to  that,  then  I  would  repeat 
now  the  warning  that  was  given  by  Lord  Salisbury  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
and  I  would  say,  if  we  are  forced  to  make  further  preparations,  and  if  this 
delay  continues  much  longer,  we  shall  not  hold  ourselves  limited  by  what 
we  have  already  offered  ;  but  having  taken  this  matter  in  hand  we  will  not 
lot  it  go  until  we  have  secured  conditions  which  once  for  all  shall  establish 
which  is  the  paramount  power  in  South  Africa,  and  shall  secure  for  our 
fellow  subjects  there,  at  all  events,  those  equal  rights  and  equal  privileges 
which  were  promised  to  them  by  President  Eruger,  when  the  independence 
of  the  Transvaal  was  granted  by  the  Queen,  and  which  is  the  least  really 
that  in  justice  ought  to  be  accorded  to  them. 

"If  it  should  come  to  this,  if  a  rupture  which  we  have  done  everything 
in  OUT  power  to  avoid  should  be  forced  upon  us,  I  am  confident  that  we 
shall  have  the  support  of  the  vast  majority  of  the  people  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  I  will  so  further  and  say  the  vast  majority  of  the  people  of 
the  British  Empire.  For  there  is  in  all  this  bad  business  one  thing,  at  any 
rate,  upon  which  we  can  congratulate  ourselves,  and  that  is  upon  the  proof 
which  it  has  afforded  of  the  unity  of  the  British  Empire.  We  know  now  no 
British  subject  anywhere  can  suffer  from  injustice  without  a  responsive 
chord  being  struck  which  will  be  heard  in  the  most  distant  parts  of  the 
Empira,  Mid  we  know  that  our  colonies  and  our  dependendes,  when  any  diffi- 
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cultf  firisea,  will  stand  side  bj  aide  and  shoulder  to  shoulder  irith  na  in 
mainUiniDg  the  honour  and  intereati  of  the  Empire." 
Respecting  this  atatement — the  effect  of  which  was  aubseqaeatlj 
somewhat  modified  by  the  public&tioa  of  the  despatches  bo 
which  it  relates — there  are  two  or  three  observatioas  to  be 
made.  Attention  should,  first  of  all,  be  called  to  the  inappropriateoeas 
of  the  occasion  for  making  such  a  Beriooa  pronounce  meat.  If  r.  Cham- 
berlain  selects  the  meeting  of  a  partj  club  in  his  own  grouads  ma  the 
time  and  place  to  threaten  the  Transvaal  with  war  in  the  name  of  the 
"  vast  majority  of  the  British  people."  And  immediately  thoreafrer 
he  proceeds  to  make  a  bitter  attack  oa  his  political  opponents 
whose  support  he  was  bespeaking  for  this  grave  Imperial  enterprise. 
Secondly,  the  unnecessarily  irritating  tone  of  the  warning  should  be 
noted.  Even  granting  all  that  Mr.  ChamberlatD  says  about  the  justice 
and  moderation  of  the  British  demands,  and  the  provoking  character  of 
Boer  procrastination,  the  warning  might  have  been  conveyed  in  terms 
more  dignified  and  less  offensive.  The  language  used  is  calculated 
to  "  put  up  the  backs "  of  a  stubborn  people  like  the  Boers  ;  it  was 
just  the  kind  of  language  most  likely  to  do  the  very  harm  he  professed  to 
dread.  And,  thirdly,  there  should  be  noted  the  "  cock-sureness  "  of  the 
assumption  that  in  this  matter  the  Government  have  the  British 
public  at  their  back.  It  it  unhappily  comes  to  war  of  course  the 
Government  will  be  supported  by  the  people.  But  there  is  much 
ground  for  criticism  in  the  manner  and  method  of  the  new  diplomacy 
that  has  led  ua  into  this  mesa.  The  responsibility  for  the  seriona 
consequences  now-  apprehended  must  rest  with  the  Ministry  alone. 
Better  diplomatic  manners  would  probably  have  been  attended  with 
happier  results. 


Curious  side-lights  continue  to  be  thrown 
SiDB-LtQHTB  ON  THE  on  the  working  of  the  Compensation  to 
Compensation  Act.  Workmen's  Act  of  1897,  of  which  Hr. 
Chamberlain  has  boasted  so  immoderately. 
One  of  these  side  lights  relates  to  the  efftsct  of  the  Act  in  increasing 
the  number  of  accidents  to  workmen.  The  Daily  Iffwit  has  frequently 
attacked  the  Act  from  this  point  of  view,  aiserting  that  it  leads  itself 
to  such  a  general  insurance  of  risks  at  comparatively  low  pmminms, 
that  it  diminishes  the  special  incentives  to  carefulness,  and  hence 
renders  the  workmen's  life  and  limb  less  secure  than  they  were  before 
the  Act  was  passed.  The  Daily  !few»  has  now  taken  the  figures  <^ 
Accidents  from  the  Labour  Gazette  for  each  month  since  the  Act  came 
into  force,  and  compared  theni  with  those  of  the  previous  twelve 
months.  The  figures  go  to  justify  its  contention  that  the  Act  has 
increased  the  risks  of  workmen,  not  diminished  them.  The  following 
are  summaries  of  the  accidents  reported  from  all  industries  to  which 
the  Act  applies  : — 
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Total  T.vjurbd. — Non-Fatal  Accidents. 

Firat  Year  of  Previona 

ConipeitHation  Act.  Year. 

Railway    13,992     12,837 

Mines    4,582     4,418 

Quarriea    1,729     1,256 

Factories  58,628     38,555 

Miscellaneous 10,892     6,676 

89,833  63,742 

Or  an  increase  of  38  per  cent. 

Total  Killed. 
The  following  are  the  comparative  totals  of  fatal  accidents  :  — 

Railway     522     505 

Mines  ..  906     606 

Quarries   135     101 

Factories 660     504 

Miscellaneous 238     203 

2,461  2,119 

Or  an  increase  of  14  per  cent. 

Another  side-light  of  a  very  "  dry  "  sort  is  that  which  has  been 
thrown  upon  it  hy  the  discussion  in  the  House  of  Lords  between  Earl 
Wemyss  and  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  as  to  the  efiects  of  the  Act  in 
securing  the  rejection  of  elderly  workmen.  Earl  Wemyss  asserted  earlier 
in  the  Session  that  at  the  Barrow  Iron  and  Steel  Works,  with  the 
directorate  of  which  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  is  connected,  it  had  been 
decided  since  the  pasoing  of  the  Workmen's  Compeusation  Act  that 
no  man  over  50  was  to  be  taken  on.  The  Duke  of  Devonshire  denied 
the  "  soft  impeachment,"  declaring  that  no  such  order  had  been  given. 
The  sequel  is  an  apology  by  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  to  Earl  Wemyss, 
and  an  admission  that  the  Earl  was  correct.  The  following  report  is 
of  what  happened  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  August  Ist : — 

"The  Earl  of  Wbhtss,  referrins  to  a  statement  relative  to  employment 
at  the  Barrow  Works  recently  made  by  him  in  the  course  of  n  debate  on  the 
8eat«  fnr  Shop  ABsistancs  BiO,  reminded  the  House  that  the  Prime  Minister 
bad  opposed  that  Bill  very  strongly,  his  main  argument  being  that  its  result 
irould  be  thnt  women  would  be  superseded  by  men.  He  himself  hod  thought 
that  experience  of  such  legislation  showed  that  to  be  a  sound  argument.  In 
his  ar^^ment  he  was  contending  that  the  tendency  of  this  goody-goody 
legislation  was  to  overleap  itself  and  do  harm  to  trade  and  industry  and 
injur;  to  the  workers  whom  it  was  intended  to  benefit.  It  was  in  the  course 
of  the  argument  he  gave  as  an  instance  one  effect  of  the  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation Act,  that  it  had  led  to  no  man  over  fifty  years  of  age  bemg 
admitted  to  the  Barrow  Iron  Works.  His  noble  friend  the  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire got  up  and  said  that  was  not  a  fact,  and  challenged  him  to  produce  the 
Cper  upon  which  he  made  the  statement.  That  paper  he  had  not  at 
ud  at  the  time  this  friendly  catechisma!  conversation  took  place,  but  he 
nowquoted  an  extract  from  the  Mandiater  Gtuirdian  of  December  6th,  1898, 
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in  justification  of  his  statement,  And  a  further  extract  from  the  Ftoh  and 
Coal  Tradfi  Revieuy,  in  which  a  copy  of  a  circular  issued  by  the  general 
manager  of  the  Barrow  Company  was  given  aa  follows : — 

' '  *  From  this  date  pleaae  note  that  no  man  is  to  be  engaged  who  is  known 
to  have  anydefectauchaslossoflimb,  defective  sight  or  hearing,  and,  further, 
no  man  is  to  be  engaged  in  any  department  who  is  over  fifty  years  <rf  ■£«. 
Any  man  in  the  employ  of  the  company  in  excess  of  this  t^(s  mAj  he 
ratained,  but  ;n  the  event  of  his  leaving  he  is  not  to  be  re-engaged.  In  the 
event  of  anj>  man  being  injured  and  receiving  compensation  from  the  com- 
pany he  is  not  to  be  re'Cngaged  without  first  having  the  approval  of  the 
general  manager.' 

"This  was  juatiGcation  for  bia  statement  and  fur  quoting  this  as  a 
result  of  the  passing  of  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act. 

"The  DcKB  of  DBVONaBiEB  :  I  Jiave  to  apologise  to  my  noble  fiiend  for 
my  somewhat  abrupt  interruption  during  the  course  of  his  speech  in  the 
debate  on  the  Shop  Assistants  Seats  Bill.  My  noble  friend  introduced,  aa  I 
thought  rather  irrelevantly,  a  reference  to  the  management  of  the  Barrow 
Iron  and  Steel  Works,  and,  as  I  understood,  asserted  that  in  conseqaence 
of  the  passing  of  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act  no  man  was  allowed  to 
be  employed  who  was  over  60  years  of  age. 

"The  Earl  of  Wetmybs  ;  Taken  on  after  that  age. 

"The  Duke  of  Devonshire  :  I  was  perfectly  aware  of  the  circular  and 
thought  I  had  it  in  my  recollection  more  accurately  than  it  turned  out  I  had. 
When  I  interrupted  my  noble  friend  I  was  under  the  impressinn  that  the 
provision  at  the  end  of  the  circular  about  men  being  injured  and  receiving 
compensation  and  not  being  re-engaged  without  the  approval  of  the  general 
managerextended  to  the  whole  of  the  circular.  I  find,  however,  that  wasan  in- 
correct impression  and  that  the  direction  was  positive  that  no  man  should  be 
engaged  for  the  first  time  who  was  over  the  age  of  50  years.  That,  however,  did 
not  justify  the  statement  I  understood  my  noble  friend  to  make  that  men  were 
not  in  future  to  be  employed  at  the  works  who  were  over  50.  A  word  or 
two  aa  to  the  origin  of  the  circular.  It  was  issued  by  the  general  manlier, 
not  to  any  man  in  the  works,  it  was  a  confidential  circular  to  foremen  in 
charge,  and  issued  on  his  own  responsibility  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
boaid.  When  my  attention  was  called  to  it,  I  asked  for  an  explanation  of 
the  reasons  that  induced  the  issue  of  the  circular,  and  whether  it  had  any 
connection  with  the  passing  of  the  Workmen's  Compenaation  Act.  This  ia 
a  portion  of  the  reply  I  received  from  the  general  manager  ;  — 

"  '  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  circular  arises  from  it  having  come  to  my 
notice  that  fresh  hands  were  being  engaged  in  the  works  who  were  not  at  all  fit 
to  be  inside  a  steel  works,  and  it  appeared  to  me  that  some  distinct  regulation 
was  necessary.  We  already  have  in  the  works  a  large  number  of  old  men, 
many  of  whom  have  no  doubt  grown  old  in  the  service  of  the  company,  aod 
are  more  or  less  incapacitated  from  employment  in  such  work  aa  ours ;  we 
have  also  many  men  at  work  who  have  lost  a  limb  and  run  great  rit^  of 
accident.  The  circular  distinctly  states  that  there  is  no  intention  that  these 
men  should  be  discharged,  nor  ia  it  intended  to  discharge  a  man  who  haa 
passed  the  limit  of  fifty  years  whUe  in  the  service  of  the  company.  Having 
r^ard  to  the  nature  of  the  employment,  and  t«  the  fact  that  we  have  already 
a  large  number  of  men  who  are  scarcely  fit  to  work,  I  think  there  is  no 
necessity  to  add  to  the  nnmber.' 

"I  am  unable  to  say  that  the  manager  was  not  perfectly  within  his  right 
in  rwilatiug  the  employment  of  men  in  such  a  way  as,  in  his  jodgmMit, 
would  conduce  to  the  safety  of  others  employed  in  work  of  a  criboal  and 
difficult  character.  W^  noble  friend  appears  to  think  that  Uie  issue  ci  the 
circular  is  a  condemnation  of  the  passing  of  the  Act,  but  I  do  not  look  upon 
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it  in  that  liKht  »t  all.  If  the  WorkmeD'a  Compensation  Act  was  in  the  mind 
of  the  general  manager  as  a  cauae  for  ieauing  the  circular,  it  might  go  far  to 
prove  Uiat  the  Act  had  a  very  oicellent  effect.  No  doubt  in  works  of  this 
sort  the  presence  of  men  incapacitated  by  age  or  infirmity  is  a  source  of 
danger  to  themselves  and  others,  and  if  the  ^ditional  liability  cast  on  the 
company  by  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act  has  induced  employers  to 
look  more  closely  into  the  best  means  of  preventing  accidents  t  cannot  see 
that  is  an  injurious  effect  of  the  operation  of  the  Act.  I  have  only  to  add 
that  the  circular  waa  issued  sumo  months  ago,  and  that  I  have  had  a  note 
from  the  manager  to>day  that  no  men  have  been  discharged  from  the  works 
on  account  of  age  and  that  the  relations  with  the  workmen  are  of  the  moat 
friendly  and  cordial  character." 

The  manager's  rather  laboured  explanation  is  certainly  not  a  denial 
of  the  original  chai^,  nor  does  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  assert  that  the 
passing  of  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  issue  of  the  circular.  The  question  is,  would  such  a  circular  have 
been  issued  at  all  had  the  Act  not  been  passed  I  Judging  by  the  fact 
that  similar  circulars  have  been  issued  in  other  large  works  since  the 
passing  of  the  Act,  the  probabilities  are  that  it  would  not. 

Added  to  the  large  crop  of  litigation  which  the  Compensation  Act 
has  occasioned,  and  to  the  partial  character  of  its  compensation, 
there  are  now  to  be  set  against  it  the  circumstances  that  it  seems  to  be 
tending  to  increase  accidenia,  and  that  it  renders  workmen  "too  old  at 
fifty." 


The  recommendations  of  the  Select  Com- 
Mr.  Chaplih  mittee  on  Old  Age  Pensions  seem  not  to  have 

Proposss  a  Tax  pleased  its  Chairman,  the  President  of  the 
OK  Corn.  Local  Government  Board,  who  was  defeated  in 

his  efforts  to  keep  the  Committee  to  Poor  Law 
Beform.  Seeing  that  it  was  bent  on  pensions  in  one  shape  or  other, 
but  had  not  the  courage  to  face  the  question  of  how  the  money  was  to 
be  raised,  Ur.  Chaplin  has  proceeded  to  dot  the  "  i's  "  and  cross  the 
"t's"  of  the  Committee's  Report  in  accordance  with  his  own  views. 
This  was  how  he  did  it  in  a  speech  delivered  at  Wynyard  Park  (Lord 
Londonderry's  seat),  Stockton-on-Tees,  on  August  lldi : — 

"  For  the  last  three  months  he  had  been  engaged,  with  others,  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  trying  to  unravel  one  of  the  most  compUcat«d  of  all 
social  problems — old  ase  pensions.  The  result  had  been  certain  proposals 
to  Paniament  on  wbicn  they  believed  that  a  satisfactory  scheme  might  be 
baaed,  but,  with  that  modesty  which  characteiised  Parliamentary  Cora- 
mittees,  they  kept  the  serious  question  of  the  cost  of  the  prouwals  for 
examination  by  experts.  He  was  surprised  to  learn,  from  the  PreBa,  that 
12  or  20  millions  sterlins  yearly  would  be  the  lowest  possible  cost  of  the 
scheme  suggested,  and  uso  that  it  might  be  obtained  by  a  duty  of  5s.  or 
10s.  per  quarter  on  foreign  com.  It  was  an  attractive  subject,  but  it  was 
his  duty  to  say  *  Do  not  believe  it.  Do  not  be  led  away  by  such  seductive 
BQgseations.'  Ten  shillings  a  quarter  on  foreign  oom  would  add  sensibly 
to  me  pric«  of  bread,  and,  even  for  the  sake  of  old  age  pensions,  he  did  not 
believe  the  tcdlera  of  the  community,  with  whom  the  decision  of  the  question 
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would  nlwaya  rest,  would  be  content  delib«ra,telj  and  uppreciably  to  raise  bj 
taxation  the  price  of  an  article  of  primaTj  necessitf  to  all.  He  believed  that 
eatimate  vaa  an  immense  exaggeration.  Certainly,  for  himself  and  the 
majority  of  the  committee,  he  should  say  they  never  would  have  made 
propoaala  which  they  believed  could  have  results  of  this  character.  If  the 
gentlemen  who  made  this  sugicestiou  had  limited  themselves  t£>  the  old 
shilling  duty  upon  grain  it  would  have  been  different.  He  remembered  its 
repeal,  in  the  first  year  he  entered  Parliament,  by  Mr.  Lowe.  It  was  notoriona 
that  the  price  of  bre»id  did  not  alter  unless  and  until  wheat  rose  or  fell  at  least 
4h.  or  6s.  When  the  shilling  wns  first  taken  oBf  bread  never  altered  one 
farthing,  nor  would  it  if  the  shilling  were  reimpoaed.  The  only  objection  to 
the  tax  at  that  time  was  purely  sentimental,  to  get  rid  of  what  Mr.  Lowe 
called  '  the  last  rag  of  protection.'  But  no  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
would  repeat  a  tax  on  such  grounds  now.  He  believed  he  was  not  far  wroi^; 
in  saying  that  the  shilling  duty  would  produce  two  millions  or  more,  and 
that  would  he  a  nice  little  nucleus  for  any  modest  scheme  of  old  age  pensions 
proposed,  and  well  worth  considering." 

Mr.  Chaplin's  proposal  for  a  tax  on  com,  may  be  "  only  a  little  one," 
but  little  OS  it  is,  the  proposal  has  aroused  alarm  amongst  the 
Unionists,  and  shaken  once  more  the  cohesion  of  that  great  united 
party.  One  very  umnistakeable  note  o£  protest  was  sent  up  from  the 
Conservative  section.  Sir  Francis  Sharp  Powell,  M.P,  for  Wigan, 
wrote  at  once  to  the  Times  as  follows  : — 

"  I  note  in  your  impression  of  yesterday  that  Mr.  Chaplin  makes  a 
correction  of  a  report  of  apassage  in  hia  speech  at  Wynyard  which  dealt  with 
a  relation  between  tbe  price  of  bread  and  the  rising  or  falling  of  wheat. 
But  I  do  not  note  any  correction  of  a  statement  that  he  did  suggest  the 
imposition  of  a  duty  on  corn.  I  am  quite  certain  that  such  a  suggestion,  if 
made,  will  create  the  most  widespread  alarm  among  supporters  of  the  Gov- 
ernment who  represent  manufacturing  and  mining  districts.  For  my  own 
pact  I  should  feel  myself  bound  to  resist  to  the  uttermost  any  duty  whatever 
on  the  cum  supplied  to  my  hard-working  constituents,  and  sincerely  hope 
that  the  Government  will  take  a  warning  in  time,  and  will  not  submit  so  fatal 
a  proposal  to  the  House  of  Commons. 

"Representing  as  I  do  a  large  industrial  constituency,  I  feel  that  I  should 
be  failing  in  my  duty  if  I  did  not  at  the  earliest  opportunity  make  a  firm, 
although  most  respectful,  protest  against  such  a  proposal.  There  must  be 
no  duty,  no  Customhouse  officer  between  the  corn  at  the  ports  of  Liverpool 
and  Manchester  and  the  Lancashire  population." 

Sir  Francis  Powell  clearly  knows  which  way  the  wind  blows  amongst 
his  constituents .  

The  Spfctator,  representing  the  Liberal 
Thb  "  Spectatob  "  AND  Unionist  section  of  the  party,  was  equally 
Mr.  Cbaplih.  outspoken  in  its  protest.  It  printed  with 
approval,  in  its  issue  of  August  Idtb,  the  above 
"  very  striking  and  important  protest  against  Mr.  Chaplin's  proposed 
duty  on  corn  by  a  Conservative  member  of  Parliameat,"  Sir  Fraudi 
Powell,  and  appended  this  ci 
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"No  bettor  confirmation  could  be  found  for  the  anxiety  we  havu 
expressed  elsewhere  in  regard  to  Mr.  Chaplin's  reckless  aud  unfortunate 
scheme  for  a  renewal  of  the  Com  Laws,  and  we  moat  sincerely  hope  that 
the  next  member  of  the  Cabinet  who  speaks  in  public  will  reassure  Unioniat 
opinion  by  repudiating  all  idea  of  a  tax  on  com,  however  amaU," 
The  "elsewhere"  referred  to  above  is  a  leading  article  in  the  same 
issue  of  the  Spectator,  in  which  Mr.  Chaplin's  proposal  ia  spoken  of  as 
an  "ecceDlrio  movement,"  and  it  is  pointed  out  that,  although  he  is 
"not  a  Cabinet  Minister  of  the  first  rank,"  his  speech  "cannot  but 
have  a  very  diaturbin-^  and  irritating  effect "  : — 

"  What  we  want  now  is  concentration,  not  an  eccentric  movement. 
Depend  upon  it,  if  Mr.  Chaplin's  hankerings  after  a  return  to  Protection — 
we  cannot  admit  the  plea  that  his  fa\ix  paa  m  only  a  little  one — are  not 
Bt«Tnly  repudiated,  we  shall  see  a  serious  s^lit  in  the  party.  The  Free 
Traders  among  the  Unionists  are  not  aa  aoisy  as  the  Protectionists,  but 
they  form,  we  believe,  the  majority  of  the  party,  and  they  would,  we  are 
certain,  view  with  the  utmost  indignation  and  alann  any  imposition  of  a  tax, 
however  small,  on  the  food  of  the  people." 

Discnssing  Mr.  Chaplin's  proposal  on  its  merits,  the  Spectator  asks 
pertinently  : — 

"Where  would  the  two  millions  come  from)  Even  the  policy  of  Protec- 
tion will  not  give  us  money  ready  made,  and  produce  two  millions  of  golden 
sovereigns  out  of  nothing.  Those  two  millions  must  be  paid  by  some  one. 
.  .  .  The  money  will  have  to  come  out  of  British  pockets.  .  .  .  If  we 
begin  building  tariff  walls  .  ,  .  there  can  only  be  one  end.  The  Empire 
of  which  we  are  so  justly  proud,  and  to  preserve  which  the  best  Englishmen 
would  place  no  limits  as  regards  the  sacrifice  of  life  and  treasure,  will  b^n 
to  fall  in  ruin,  for  ita  foumhitlona  will  be  sapped." 

It  ia  significant  that  in  the  following  week  (August  26th)  the 
Speelalttr  followed  this  up  with  an  article  exhorting  Unionists  not  to 
desert  their  party  because  some  Conservatives  hold  reactionary  views 
on  Protection,  assigning  among  other  reasons  for  keeping  up  the 
Unionist  Alliance,  that  this  was  not  a  party  question,  even  Radicals 
being  divided  on  it  (whei-e  is  the  Radical  to  be  found  who  favours  a 
Corn  Tax !},  and  that  there  were  other  questions  on  which  Liberal 
Unionists  were  more  in  harmony  with  Conservatives  than  with 
Liberab.  The  latter  contention  is  doubtless  perfectly  true,  more  so 
indeed  than  the  Spectator  cares  to  own.  After  these  rebuffs  from  two 
different  sections  of  his  party,  will  Mr.  Chaplin  have  the  courage  to 
carry  hia  proposal  any  furtherl 


How  the  report  o£  the  Committee,  and  the 

Mr.  Roqbrs  axd      comments   upon   it  of    the   President  of  the 

Mr,  Chaplik.         Local    Government   Board,    strike    intelligent 

working  class  politicians,  is  shown  in  a  letter, 

which  appeared  in  the  Timeg,  from  Mr.  Frederick  Rogers,  Oroanising 

Secretary  of  the  National  Committee  of  Organised  Labour  tor   pro- 
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moting  Old  Age  Pensions  for  All.     We  quote  several  passages  of  Mr, 
Rogers's  interesting  letter : — 

"  lu  the  light  of  Mr.  Chaplin's  speech  at  Stockton-on-Tees  on  PridAj.  the 
'  Report  from  the  Select  Committee  on  Aged  Deserving  Poor '  begins  to 
appear  very  much  like  a  huge  joke.  To  those  of  us  who  were  hoping  for  a 
large  and  statoBmsnlike  grasp  of  the  problem  of  age  in  modem  industry  the 
report  ia  meagre  and  unsatiraactoiy  enough.  But  there  are  good  elements 
in  it ;  it  has  gone  further  in  the  right  direction  than  any  previous  report, 
aad  tor  these  mercies  we  can  be  thankful.  If,  however,  the  work  of  the 
Select  Committee  is  to  become  the  means  of  raising  again  that  wretched  old 
ghost  Protection,  better  a  thousand  times  there  had  been  no  report  at  aU. 
We  of  the  wage-earning  class  know  from  practical  eipurience,  and  better 
than  anj  other  class,  the  poverty  that  comes  with  failing  powers,  and  the 
difficulties  that  old  life  brings  to  younger  life,  when  the  former  cannot  help 
itself,  and  the  latter  finds  itself  only  able  to  make  both  ends  meet.  But  we 
will  not  go  back  on  the  principles  of  Free  Trade  tor  our  remedy,  because  we 
know  fuU  well  it  will  be  worse  than  the  disease.  The  suggestion  of  a  dutj 
on  com  as  a  means  of  raising  the  supplies  makes  one  wonder  if  the  chairman 
at  least  may  not  have  been  Laughing  m  his  sleeve  when  he  signed  the  report, 
since  nothing  could  be  better  <»lculated  than  such  a  duty  to  Dring  the  whole 
business  to  wreck. 

"  A  close  examination  of  the  report  has  convinced  me  that,  if  we  desire 
to  settle  the  aged  poor  problem  in  a  sound  and  scientific  way,  we  shall  be 
driven  by  the  sheer  logic  of  circumstances  beyond  its  recommendatJoos  te 
some  laraer  and  more  comprehensive  scheme,  such  for  instance  as  that  of 
Hr.  Ch^es  Booth.  However  well  its  ideas  look  on  paper,  they  bristle  with 
difficulties  when  you  try  to  put  them  in  practice,  and  they  do  bo  because  the 
committee  seems  to  have  been  satisfied  with  '  letting  I  dare  not  wait  upon 
I  would '  in  what  they  advised,  and  to  have  lacked  eiuier  the  course  or  the 
skill  to  cut  themselves  adrift  from  Poor  Law  traditions  and  usages,  and 
boldly  to  have  faced  new  principles  and  ideas.  The  terms  of  the  reference 
begin  the  difficulties.  How  is  it  possible  to  determine  who  ia  'deserving' 
andwhonot?  .  .  .  The  tests  of  thrift  seem  very  plausible,  but  how  shsJl 
they  be  determined  t  It  would  be  a  tremendous  inquisition,  that  of  going 
through  a  person's  life  to  find  out  if  he  has  spent  bis  weekly  wages  wisely, 
and  only  tne  callous  or  the  brazen-faced  would  come  out  of  it  all  right,  the 
finer  natures  would  creep  into  a  comer  and  die  rather  than  endure  it. 

"There  is  something  almost  comical  in  the  blending  of  Poor  Law  and 
Post  Office,  and  it  requires  little  knowledge  of  public  aSftirs  to  see  that  it 
would  not  work.  The  pension  is  still  to  be  associated  with  the  workhouse, 
the  pension  authority  is  to  be  determined  by  the  union  district,  and  so  the 
old  stigma  of  pauperism  will  cling,  whether  we  will  or  no,  and  the  common 
fund  of  the  union  as  a  source  of  supply  will  help  it  so  to  do.  The  fact  that 
the  committee  have  felt  it  necessary  to  remove  the  pension  from  the  Poor 
Law  in  some  small  degree  by  tmnsferrii^  part  ot  the  administrative 
machinery  to  the  Post  Office  is  only  an  additional  argument  for  removing  it 
from  Poor  Law  influence  alt<v;ether,  and  to  that  sooner  or  later  we  must 
assuredly  come.  .  .  .  And,  I  submit,  the  policy  advocsted  by  the  National 
Committee  of  Organised  Labour  for  Promoting  Old- Age  Pensions  for  Allpoints 
out  the  way.  We  have  adopted  the  scheme  advocated  by  Mr.  Charles  Booth, 
because  we  believe  that  along  the  lines  he  lays  down  the  remedy  will  be 
found.  V/e  do  not  make  a  dc^ma  of  it,  nor  does  its  author.  We  realise  the 
magnitude  of  the  task  and  the  responsibilities  involved  in  carrying  it  out 
But  we  do  not  believe  that  political  genius  is  dead  in  the  English  nation : 
we  believe  that  statesmanship,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  financud  resooroee 
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of  the  richest  conntry  in  the  world  on  the  other  will  be  equal  to  the  task  of 
removing  the  itain  upon  onr  national  honour  irbicb  the  povartjr  and  suffering 
that  dog  the  footsteps  of  industrial  old  ftge  create  and  bring." 

It  remains  to  be  seen  how  (if  at  all)  the  Governmeat  will  find  the 
money  for  Old  Age  Fenaions, 


Though    Mr,    Chamberlain    boasts   so   im- 
The  Uovbr^hent      moderately  of  bis  Small  Dwellings  Acquisition 
AND  Labodrebs'       Act,    which    very    few     working-men    expect 
Dwellings.  to   be  of  much  practical  value,  it  should  be 

noted  that  the  Government  resisted  the  efforts 
made  from  the  Liberal  side,  la  Grand  Committee,  to  amend  the  Lands 
Improvement  Bill,  by  the  introduction  of  provisions  for  some  of  the 
money  raised  by  loans  to  be  applied  to  improving  the  houses  of 
labourers.  The  Government  seem  much  more  desirous  to  place  money 
at  the  disposal  of  landlords  for  improvement  of  their  property  than  to 
improve  labourers'  dwellings.  Sir  Walter  Foster  made  a  rather  im- 
portant speech  on  this  subject  in  the  House  of  Commons,  in  which  he 
gave  some  striking  figures.  We  quote  this  speech  here,  as  it  shows 
clearly  how  important  it  is  to  try  to  divert  money  borrowed  under 
the  Act  to  the  housing  of  the  labourer  instead  of  to  the  housing  of 
the  sqnire : — 

"  Thia  Bill  provides  that  landowneia  can,  under  sanction  of  a  Govern- 
ment Department,  borrow  monej  for  a  longer  period  and  under  more 
^vuurable  conditions  than  under  former  Acts.  In  the  early  period  of  this 
l^ialation  money  wtis  practically  directed  by  statute  to  be  applied  tu  specific 
purposes,  among  them  being  the  erection  of  cottages  for  labourers  on  the 
Una,  and  aiao  the  erection  of  mansions  for  landlords.  What  we  complain 
of  is  that  during  the  last  few  years  tbe  tendency  has  been  to  use  money 
borrowed  under  these  Acts  rather  for  the  purpose  of  building  mansions  than 
Ubourers'  cottages ;  and  when  we  see  that  in  many  districts  tbe  agricultural 
labourer  is  housed  as  badly  as  the  poor  in  our  city  slums  I  think  an  oppor- 
tunity like  this  should  not  be  loet  for  putting  into  an  Act  of  Parliament 
some  direction  that  the  money  should  be  used  for  the  uurjiose  of  providing 
better  houses  for  the  working  classes.  The  value  of  land  depends  on  the 
number  of  people  who  live  on  it,  and  sparsely  populated  land  is  of  com- 
paratively httle  value.  Therefore  it  is  to  the  interest  of  every  owner  of 
land  to  encourage  as  far  as  possible  the  number  of  dwellers  on  his  estate, 
and  I  believe  we  should  increase  the  rural  population  by  putting  into  this 
Act  a  clause  which  would  ear-mark  a  certain  proportion  of  this  money 
for  the  useful  purpose  of  housing  the  poor  in  the  agricultural  districts. 
That  BOPte  such  clause  is  necessary  will  he  seen  from  the  following 
figures.  During  the  earlier  years  of  this  legislation  we  find,  to 
the  credit  of  landowners  be  it  stud,  that  twice  as  much  was  spent  on  the 
erection  of  cottages  as  on  mansions.  I  make  the  figures  to  show  for  tho 
whole  period  the  return  covers,  1847  to  1894,  that  £666,000  was  spent  on 
mansions,  and  £1,067,000  on  labourers'  dwellings.  But  if  we  take  the 
more  recent  years,  1873  to  1894,  the  relation  is  altered,  for  mansions  stand 
for  £649,000,  while  cottages  stand  for  £725,000  only  ;  and  when  we  come  to 
the  laat  years,  1879  to  18&1,  the  period  of  f^rioultuial  depression,  the  relation 
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is  still  less  satisfactory,  for  msDsions  had  more  spent  on  them  than 
labourers'  cottogea,  viz.,  £430,000,  aa  aK^'n^^  £377,000.  This  tendency  ia 
still  more  marked  in  the  three  years  1895  to  1897,  for  which  the  fijpireB  are 
—cottages,  £28,000,  and  mansions  £121,000.  Thus  under  these  Acts  ntore 
and  more,  we  may  infer,  is  being  spent  on  mansions  and  lens  and  leas  on 
cottages,  and  the  money  is  not  conaeqaently  being  expended  for  the  beoefit 
of  the  greater  number  of  the  oonuuunity.  We  have  been  unable  to  amend 
this  Bill  either  in  Committee  or  on  RepL)rt,  but  I  think  the  Government 
ought  to  endeavour  to  insert  a  provision  that  a  certain  proportion  of  any 
money  raised  under  the  Act  should  be  directed  into  the  useful  chanoel  of 
providing  better  accommodation  for  the  poor  in  rural  districte." 
Sotwitlis landing  the  very  strong  taso  here  made  out  for  the  im- 
provement of  labourers'  dwellings,  the  Improvement  o£  Land  Act  was 
passed  without  any  provision  beuriDg  on  the  subject. 


British  Trade. 
compared  with  the  si 


We  give  beiow  the  figures  relAting  to  the 
Imports    and    Exports   for   July,    along  with 
a  table  showing  the  year's  trade    to   date,  aa 
ne  period  during  1898 : — 
July,  1899. 


Imports    

Exports   

Be-exiiorts  of  Foreign  1 

and  J- 

Colonial  Merchandise  J 

Total.. 


Month  ending  July  31st. 

Lcreaae. 

1899.         1         189S.          ' 

£                   £ 
39,935,372      36,903,039 
•23,169,958      20,089,878  ■ 

5,441.488        5,243,001 

£ 
4,032,333 
3,106,080 

198,487 

£ 

68,572,818  ;    61,236,918 

7,336,900 



Ybab's  Trabb  to  Datk. 


For  the  seven  months  ending 

Increue. 

Deere««. 

3Irt  July,  1(9. 

3UtJuly.  W 

Im     rta 

£ 
276,639,107 
*149,717,852 

39,948,806 

£ 
271,881,490 
132.698,057 

37,216,663 

£ 
4.757,617 
17,119,795 

2,732,242 

£ 

Re-esports  of  Foreign  \ 
Colonial  Merchandise/ 

— 

Total 

466,3<K,764 

441,696,110 

24,609,664 
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M.T.  Gibson  Bowles  has  been  busy  calling 

The  Stranor  Stobt    attention  to  tbe  mystery  which  surrounds  the 

Of  THB  circumstance  of   the  purchase  of  Netheravon 

NsTHBRAVON         from  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach  by  the   War 

Estate.  Office,  the  Ketheravon  estate  being  part  of  the 

land  acquired  on  Salisbury  Plain  for  military 

m»n<euvres.     Without   drawing   any   inferences,    let  us  set  out  the 

undoubted  facts : — 

(1)  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach,  feeling  the  delicacy  of  his  position, 
banded  over  his  share  of  the  negotiations,  fiui  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  to  Mr.  Balfour  and  Mr.  Qoscheu. 

(2)  Sir  M.  nicks-Beach  received  for  the  Netheravon  estate  a  sum 
of  X93,411,  a  sum  arrived  at  by  the  two  arbitrators  in  the  following 

Gross  rental  £3,925 

Lest  (a)  repairs  and  insurance,  (6)  tithe 

rentcharge,  and  (c)  land  tax  ...        1,296 

Net  rental        ...  £2,G39 

Net  annual  value  capitalised  at  35  years' 
purchase,  "including  usual  allow- 
ance for  compulsory  taking  "  £92,015 

Timber  and  plantations 3,000 

Say         ...         £95,000 
^M  capitalised  value  of  certain  outgoings  1,589 

Sam  actually  paid        ...        £93,411 

(3)  This  gross  rental  was  calculated  without  taking  accotint  of 
"  certain  temporary  voluntary  allowances  "  vhich  had  been  made  by 
Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach  to  the  tenants,  and  had  to  be  continued  subse- 
qaently  by  the  War  Office.  These  were  stated  to  the  War  Office 
solicitors,  Messrs.  Rawlence  and  Squarey,  one  of  whose  partners, 
Mr.  Squarey,  was  one  of  the  two  arbitrators  making  the  awani. 

(4)  The  effect  of  these  abatements  is  to  make  the  gross  rental 
£3,633  14s.  Sd.  If  the  purchase  price  hod  been  calculated  with  this 
figure  aa  basis.  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach  would  have  received  £9,135  less 
than  he  was  actually  paid. 

(5)  If  before  ita  sale  to  the  War  Office  death  duty  had  had  to  be 
paid  on  the  Netheravon  estate,  its  capital  value  would  have  been 
taken  at  the  most  as  £59,200.  The  sum  actually  paid  to  Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach  was  £93,411. 

(6)  The  clause  in  the  Finance  Act  which  settlen  how  agricultural 
land  is  to  be  valued  was  inserted  in  its  present  form  at  the  instance 
of  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach. 
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ACTS  OF  THE  SESSION. 

We  give  below  our  customary  annual  summary  of  tbe  Acts  of  the 

Agrievltural  and  Technical  Instruction  [Ireland)  Act  (62  and  63 
Vict,  c.  50).— Part  1  of  this  Act  establishes  a  Department  of  Agri- 
culture and  other  industries,  and  Technical  Instruction  for  Ireland, 
with  the  Chief  Secretary  as  president  thereof,  and  a  vice-president 
appointed  by  and  removable  at  the  pleasure  of  one  of  her  Majesty's 
principal  Secretaries  of  State.  The  President  or  Vice-President  niay, 
subject  to  the  proWsiona  of  the  Act,  exercise  the  powers  or  duties  of 
the  Department  The  Vice-President  is  eligible  for  election  to  Parlia- 
ment, and  shall  be  ej:-offieioa,  member  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
for  Ireland.  The  powers  and  duties  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  the 
Chief  Secretary,  and  Under-Secretary  for  Ireland  under  the  Diseases 
of  Animals  Acts,  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Registrar-General  for 
Ireland,  and  of  the  Irish  Land  Commission,  with  reference  to  the 
collection  and  publication  of  agricultural  statistics,  the  powers  and 
duties  of  the  Department  of  Science  and  Art,  the  Inspectors  of  Irish 
Fisheries,  the  administration  of  the  Irish  Grant  for  Science,  Art,  and 
Technical  Instruction,  and  other  powers  are  to  be  transferred  to  the 
new  Department  at  such  datee  as  the  Lord  Lieutenant  by  order 
appoints.  Various  other  powers  may  be  transferred  to  the  new 
Department,  and  it  is  authorised  to  make  inquiries,  experiments,  et«., 
for  the  purpose  of  agricultural  and  other  rural  industries.  Also  to 
appoint  a  secretary,  two  assistant-secretaries,  and  other  officers. 

Part  2  makes  provision  for  the  establishment,  for  the  purpose  of 
assisting  the  Department,  of  a  Council  of  Agriculture,  an  Agricultural 
Board,  and  a  Board  of  Technical  Instruction.  The  Council  of  Agri- 
culture shall  consist  of  the  following  members  : — 

{a)  Two  persons  to  be  appointed  by  the  County  Council  of  each 
county  (other  than  a  county  borough)  in  each  province  ;  and  (6)  a 
number  of  persons  resident  in  each  province  equal  to  the  number  of 
counties  (exclusive  of  county  boroughs)  in  the  province,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Department  with  due  regard  to  the  representation  on 
the  council  of  any  agricultural  or  industrial  organisations  in  the  pro- 

The  Agricultural  Board  shall  consist  of  the  following  members  : — 

(a)  Two  persons  to  be  appointed  by  the  provincial  committee  of 
each  province ;  and  (6)  four  persons  to  be  appointed  by  the  Depart- 
ment. 

The  Board  of  Technical  Instruction  shall  consist  of  the  following 
members  : — 

(a)  ITiree  persons  to  be  appointed  by  the  County  Council  of 
each  of  the  county  boroughs  of  Dublin  and  Belfast ;  (6)  one 
person  to  be  appointed  by  a  joint  committee  of  the  councils 
of  the   several    urban    county  districts  in    the    county  of    Dublin ; 
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such  committee  to  conaist  of  one  member  chosen  out  of 
their  body  by  the  coudcU  of  each  such  district ;  (c)  one 
person  to  be  appointed  by  the  council  of  each  county  borough 
not  above  mentioned  ;  (d)  one  person  to  be  appointed  by  the  provin- 
cial committee  of  each  province ;  (e)  one  person  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Commissioners  of  National  Education ;  (/)  one  person  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Intermediate  Education  Board ;  and  (y)  four 
persona  to  be  appointed  by  the  Department. 

Various  auma  of  money  are  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Depart- 
ment for  the  purposes  of  tbe  Act,  including  £78,U0O  now  paid  to  the 
Ooinmissioners  of  National  Education  out  of  the  Local  Taxation 
<Ireland)  Account;  for  fifteen  years  £70,000  per  annum  from  the 
Irish  Temporalities  Fund,  a  portion  of  the  Sea  and  Coast  Fisheries 
Fund  ;  £12,000  per  annum  out  of  money  provided  by  Parliament,  as 
an  equivalent  for  the  salaries  attached  to  judgeships  abolished  or  left 
vacant;  £6,000  per  annum  of  money  provided  by  Parliament  for 
agricultural  instruction  in  Ireland,  and  all  sums  paid  to  the  Local 
Taxation  (Ireland)  Account  not  required  for  the  purpose  of  the 
Ixwal  Uovernment  (Ireland)  Act,  189t$. 

Anchor  and  Chain  Cableg  Act,  1899  (62  and  63  Vict.,  c.  23)— 
This  Act  is  intended  to  simplify  and  amend  the  laws  relating  to  the 
testing  and  sale  of  anchors  and  chain  cables.  It  requires  that  anchors 
or  chain  cables  exceeding  168  Iba.  in  weight,  for  the  use  of  British 
ships,  shall  not  be  sold,  unless  previously  proved  by  the  test  provided 
by  the  Act,  and  tbe  sale  of  any  such  anchor  or  chain  cable  shall  imply 
a  warranty. 

Army  (Annua/.)  Act,  1899  (62  Vict,,  c.  3).— Fixes  the  fitanding 
Army  to  be  raised  within  the  United  Kingdom  at  184,853  men,  con- 
tinues the  Army  Act  in  force  with  certain  amendments  for  another 
year,  and  fixes  the  prices  fur  billeting. 

Bath*  ajid  Washhomea  Act,  1899  (62  and  63  Vict,  c.  29).— This 
Act  amends  the  Baths  and  Washhouses  Acts,  1878,  by  repealing  the 
section  that  forbids  a  covered  swimming  bath  from  being  used  for 
music  and  dancing,  and  authorises  Baths  and  Washbouse  Commis- 
sioners to  obtain  licences  from  the  County  Council  for  using  swimming 
baths  for  the  purpose;  provided  (1)  that  no  portion  of  the  premises  in 
respect  of  which  the  licence  is  granted  be  let  otherwise  than  occa- 
sionally to  any  person  or  persons,  corporate  or  otherwise,  and  that  no 
money  for  admission  be  taken  at  the  doors,  and  (2)  that  such  com- 
missioners be  responsible  for  any  breach  of  the  conditions  on 
which  the  licence  is  granted,  which  may  occur  during  any  entertain- 
ment given  on  such  premises  by  their  permission. 

Board  of  EducatUm  Act  (62  and  63  Vict.,  c,  33).— This  is  an  Act  to 
provide  for  the  establishment  of  a  Board  of  Education  for  England 
aud  Wales,  and  for  matters  connected  therewith. 

Clause  1  enacts  that — 

(1)  There  shall  be  established  a  Board  of  Education  to  superintend 
matters  relating  to  education  in  England  and  Wales. 
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(2)  The  Board  shall  consist  of  a  Fresideat,  and  of  the  Liord 
President  of  the  Council  (unless  he  is  appointed  President  of  the 
Board),  Iier  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  the  First  Com- 
missioner  of  her  Majesty's  Treasury,  and  the  Chancellor  of  her 
Majesty's  Exchequer. 

(3)  The  existing  Vice-President  of  the  Committee  of  the  Privy- 
Council  on  Education  shall  also  be  a  member  of  the  Board,  but  on  the 
next  vacancy  in  his  office  the  ollice  shall  be  abolished,  and  the 
ecactinents  mentioned  in  the  schedule  to  this  Act  shall  be  repealed. 

(4)  The  President  of  the  Board  shall  be  appointed  by  her  Majesty, 
and  shall  hold  office  during  her  Majesty's  pleasure. 

(5)  The  Board  shall  be  deemed  to  be  established  on  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  President  thereof. 

Clause  2  directs  that  the  Board  of  Education  shall  take  the  place 
of  the  Education  Department  (including  the  Department  of  Science  and 
Art)  and  empowers  her  Majesty  in  Council  by  order  to  transfer  to  it  any 
poweiTs  of  the  Charity  Commissioners  or  Board  of  Agriculture  which 
relate  to  Education,  but  it  shall  be  left  to  the  Charity  Commissioners 
to  decide  whether  any  endowment  or  part  of  endowment  is  for  educa- 
tional purposes. 

Clause  3  ecupowers  the  Board  of  Education  to  institute,  after 
taking  the  advice  of  the  Consultation  Committee,  to  be  appointed  by 
this  Act,  an  inspection  of  any  secondary  schools  desirous  of  being 
inspected,  but  in  Wales,  the  inspection  of  schools  established  by  schemn 
under  the  Welsh  Intermediate  Education  Act,  1889,  is  to  be  conducted, 
as  heretofore,  by  the  Central  Welsh  Board  for  Intermediary  Educa- 
tion, County  and  Borough  Councils  may  contribute  to  the  expenses 
of  inspection  of  schools  under  this  clause  from  any  fund  applicable  for 
the  purpose  of  technical  education. 

Clause  4  empowers  her  Majesty  in  Council  by  order  to  establish  a 
Consulative  Committee  consisting,  ss  to  not  less  than  two-thirds,  of 
persons  qualified  to  represent  the  views  of  Universities  and  other 
bodies  interested  in  education,  for  the  purpose  of  (a)  fn\ming,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Education,  regulations  for  a  register  of 
teachers,  which  shall  be  formed  and  kept  in  manner  to  be  prescribed 
by  Order  in  Council,  and  (b)  advising  tlie  Board  of  Education  on  aoy 
matter  referred  to  the  committee  by  the  Board. 

The  following  are  the  principal  other  clauses  : — 

5. — The  draft  of  any  Order  proposed  to  be  made  under  this  Act 
shall  be  laid  before  each  House  of  Parliament  for  not  less  than  four 
weeks  during  which  that  House  is  sitting,  before  it  is  submitted  to  her 
Majesty  in  Council. 

6. — (I)  The  Board  of  Education  may  appoint  such  secretaries, 
officers  and  servants  as  the  Board  may,  with  the  sanction  of  the 
Treasury,  determine. 

(2)  There  shall  be  paid,  out  of  moneys  provided  by  Parliament,  to 
the  President  of  the  Board,  unless  he  holds  another  salaried  office, 
such  annual  salary  not  exceeding  £2,000,  and  to  the  secretaries,  officers 
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«tnd  servants  of  the  Board  such  salaries  or  remuneration,  as  the 
Treasury  may  determine. 

Clause  7  prescribes  the  style  and  title  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
prescribes  an  official  seal  and  regulations  as  to  the  sealing  and  signing 
of  its  documents  and  certificates. 

Clauses. — (1)  The  office  of  President  of  the  Board  of  Education 
shall  not  render  the  person  holding  it  incapable  of  being  elected  U>,  or 
voting  in,  the  Commons  House  of  Parliament. 

('I)  After  the  abolition  of  the  ofhce  of  the  Yice-P resident  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  on  Education,  one  of  the  secretaries 
■of  tlie  Board  of  Education  shall  not  by  reason  of  his  office  be  incapable 
of  being  elected  to,  or  of  voting  in,  the  Commons  House  of  Parliament. 

The  Act  is  not  to  extend  to  Scotland  or  Ireland.  It  is  to  come 
into  operation  on  April  1st,  1900. 

BodUs  Corporate  (Joint  Tenancy)  Act  (62  and  63  Vict,,  c.  20).— 
This  Act  enacts  that  a  body  corporate  shall  be  capable  of  acquiring 
and  holding  any  real  or  personal  property  in  joint  tenancy  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  it  were  an  individual  ;  and  where  a  body  corporate 
imd  an  individual,  or  two  or  more  bodies  corporate,  become  entitled 
to  any  such  property  under  circumstances  or  by  virtue  of  any  insi.ru- 
inent  which  would,  if  the  body  corporate  had  been  an  individual,  have 
created  a  joint  tenancy,  they  shall  be  entitled  to  the  property  as  joint 
tenants,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  conditions  and  restrictions  as 
attach  to  the  acquisition  and  holding  of  property  by  a  body  corporate 
in  severalty. 

Where  a  body  corporate  is  joint  tenant  of  any  property,  then  on 
its  dissolution  the  property  shall  devolve  on  the  other  joint  tenant. 

Colonial  Loans  Act  (62  and  63  Vict.,  c.  36). — This  Act  authorises 
the  Treasury  to  advance  by  way  of  loan  to  the  Governments  of  the 
colonies  and  places  mentioned  in  the  first  column  of  the  schedule  to 
this  Act,  for  the  purposes  specified  in  the  second  column  of  that 
schedule,  any  sums  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  as  respects  each  purpose 
the  amount  set  opposite  thereto  in  the  third  column  of  that  schedule. 
These  advances  are  W  be  local  loans  within  the  meaning  of  the 
National  Debt  and  Local  Loans  Act,  1687,  and  they  shall  bear  such 
interest  at  not  less  than  2jj  per  cent.,  as  the  Treasury  and  Secretary  of 
State  shall  fix,  and  shall  be  repaid  within  such  period  (not  exceeding 
fifty  years)  as  may  be  detei-mined  in  each  case,  or  by  means  of  an 
Annuity  of  principal  and  interest  combined.  Advances  shall  not  be 
made  in  pursuance  of  this  Act  until  the  legislative  authority  of  the 
colony  has  made  satisfactory  provision  for  raising  and  appropriating 
and  duly  applying  the  loan,  for  charging  the  principal  upon  the 
revenues  and  assete  of  the  colony,  and  for  the  due  remittance  of  the 
interest  and  repayment  of  principal.  And  an  Act  of  the  legislative 
authority  of  the  colony  which  impairs  the  validity  or  priority  of  such 
charges,  or  diminishes  the  revenue  for  them,  shall  be  void,  unless  the 
consent  of  the  Treasury  and  Secretary  of  State  thereto  has  been 
previously  obtained. 
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Thefollowingis  the  schedule  of  loans  aulhoriaod  by  the  Act,  and  the 
purpose  of  them  : — 


HuieorCotD 

n;w-pln». 

'-""""""■ 

tol* 
Hdvsnccd. 

£ 
5-8,000 

Gold  CoaHt 

Railway!. 

ALt^ra  Harbour  Works 

98,000 

Niser  Coast  Protectorate 

Harbour  Works 

43,300 

Jamaica     ... 

Public  Works        

6fl,000 

In  aid  of  Revenue 

150,000 

IIO.OOO 

88,OOI> 

Waterworks          

40.000 

r.aso«         ... 

Railway.-!     

792,50«> 

Sierra.  Leone 

Railway       

3I0.IWO 

Trinidad    ... 

Railways  and  Public  Works      

110,000 

Malay  Statcn 

Railways     

600,000 

B8.thldm   ... 

Hurricane  Loan     

50,000 

St.  Vineeiit 

Hurricane  Loan 

50.000 

SeychelW 

Rowls  and  Survey 

Harbour  and  Hailwaj-sand  Irrigation.. 

20,000 

Jrfauritiiw  :" 

314,000 

I-ublicWork^        

32,H2t> 

£3,351,820 

Comnwiie  Act  (62  and  C3  Vict,  c.  30).— This  Act  amends  the 
Incloaure  Acts  1845  to  1882,  and  the  law  relating  to  commons  and 
<^n  spaces. 

Fart  I  gives  powers  to  Urban  and  Rural  District  Councils  to- 
draw  up  a  scheme  for  the  regulation  and  management  of  any  common 
within  their  district,  with  a  view  to  its  improvement  and  preservation. 
Three  months'  notice  is  to  be  given  of  the  intention  to  make  such  & 
scheme,  and  a  copy  of  the  draft  and  plan  is  to  be  sent  to  the  Board 
of  Agriculture.  The  Board  of  Agriculture  may  receive  and  take  into 
consideration  any  objection  or  suggestions  respecting  such  scheme, 
and,  if  necessary,  direct  an  inquiry  respecting  such  a  scheme.  The 
Board  may,  by  order,  approve  of  the  scheme,  subject  to  such  modifi- 
cation, if  any,  as  they  may  think  desirable.  But  the  Board  shall  not 
proceed  further  in  the  matter  if,  prior  to  approval  of  the  scheme,  it 
receives  written  dissent  from  the  lord  of  the  manor  or  other  owner  of 
the  soil  of  the  common,  or  from  persons  representing  at  least  one- 
third  in  value  of  the  intei-ests  in  the  common  affected  by  the  scheme. 
The  management  of  any  common  regulated  by  a  scheme  under  this 
portion  of  the  Act,  is  to  be  vested  in  the  District  Council,  but  a 
District  Council  may  delegate  its  powers  to  a  Parish  Council,  and 
thereupon,  tlie  powers  of  the  Public  Health  Act  shall  apply  as  if  the 
Parish  Council  were  a  Parochial  Committee.  A  Parish  Council  may 
contribute  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  expenses  of  the  preparations 
and  execution  of  any  scheme  for  regulation  of  any  common  within  the 
parish. 

Clause  6  provides  for  payment  of  compensation  to  any  person 
whose  interest  or  rights  of  a  profitable  or  beneficial  nature  are  taken 
away,  or  injuriously  aSected  by  any  scheme  of  the  kind,  without  bis 
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consent,  and  Clause  7  j^ves  a  District  Council  power  to  acquire  the 
fee  simple  of,  or  any  other  estate  or  right  in,  a  common  regulated  by  a 
scheme  under  this  Act,  and  hold  the  same  without  licence  in  mortmain. 
The  District  Council  is  to  pay  any  expenses  or  compensation  incurred 
under  this  Act,  but  other  Councils  interested  (including  County 
Councils  or  County  Borough  Councils)  may  contribute.  The  Act  does 
not  apply  to  commons  regulated  under  Metropolitan  Acts. 

Part  2  consists  of  miscellaneous  provisions  respecting  application 
of  surplus  rents  from  field  gardens  and  recreation  grounds,  invests 
Dbtrict  Councils  with  the  powers  of  the  Open  Spaces  Acts,  enables  a 
County  Council  to  invest  a  Parish  Council  with  the  powers  of  the 
Open  Spaces  Acta,  1877  to  1B90,  and  extends  to  County  Councils 
generally  the  powers  exercisable  by  the  London  County  Council  under 
the  Open  Spaces  Acts  ;  enables  the  Charity  Commissioners  to  deal,  on 
the  application  of  a  District  Council,  with  schemes  relating  to  recrea- 
tion CTounds  or  field  gardens,  "as  if  those  provisions  had  been 
established  by  the  founder  in  the  case  of  a  charity  having  a  founder." 
The  Board  of  Agriculture  is  to  make  an  annual  report  to  Parliament 
of  its  proceedings  under  this  Act  and  under  the  Metropolitan  Com- 
mons Act.  A  grant  or  inclosure  of  common  made  under  the  general 
authority  of  Acts  of  Parliament  mentioned  in  the  schedule  of  this 
Act  shall  not  be  valid  unless  it  is  specially  authorised  by  Act  of 
Parliament,  or  mode  to,  or  by,  any  Government  Department,  or 
made  with  the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  after  the  inquiry 
directed  by  the  Commons  Act,  1876. 

Congested  DUtrkU  Board  (Ireland)  Act  {62  and  63  Vict.,  c.  18).— 
This  Act  amends  certain  provisions  of  the  Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act, 
1896,  aSecting  the  Congested  Districts  Board,  and  makes  further 
provision  for  the  expenses  of  that  Board  out  of  money  provided  by 
Parliament.     The  following  are  the  principal  clauses  ; — 

Where  the  Congested  Districts  Board  make  an  offer  to  the  Land 
Judge  for  the  purchase  of  an  estate  or  part  of  an  estate  for  the 
purpose  of  re-selling  the  same  to  the  tenants  thei-eon,  the  provisions  of 
Section  40  of  the  Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1896  (in  this  Act  referred 
to  as  the  principal  Act),  shall  be  suspended,  and  shall  not  have  effect 
in  the  case  of  that  estate  or  part  of  an  estate  unless  and  until  the 
offer  is  refused  by  the  Land  Judge,  or  is  withdrawn. 

Where  the  Land  Commission  have  made  an  advance  to  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  under  Sub-section  (1)  of  Section  43  of  the 
principal  Act,  and  the  land  purchased  by  the  Board  is  subject  to  any 
superior  interest  as  defined  by  Section  31  of  the  principal  Act,  or  any 
incumbrance  as  defined  by  Section  34  of  the  Land  Law  (Ireland)  Act, 
1887,  the  Land  CommisHion  may  on  the  application  of  the  Board  exer- 
cise any  powers  for  the  apportionment  and  redemption  of  superior  inr 
teresta  conferred  on  them  by  the  Land  Purchase  Acts,  and  may  direct 
that  i\  sum  of  guaranteed  land  stock  equivalent  at  the  price  of  the  day 
to  the  redemption  price  of  the  superior  interest,  or  the  amount  due  in 
respect  of  such  incumbrance,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  be  advanced  and 
disposed  of  in  like  manner  as  if  the  advance  were  made  to  a  tenant  for 
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the  purchase  of  his  holding;,  and  the  amount  of  such  advance  Rhall  be 
repaid  by  the  Board  in  the  manner  provided  by  Sub-section  (3)  of  tiie 
aaid  Section  43. 

Clause  4  provides  that  the  limit  in  the  principal  Act  in  respect  of 
advances  by  the  Land  Commission  to  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
may,  in  exceptional  cases,  with  the  consent  of  the  Treasary  be 
exceeded,  and  the  Sub-section  of  Section  43  of  the  principal  Act 
which  prohibits  the  Land  Commission  from  making  an  advance  in 
respect  of  the  purchase  of  a  small  holding  is  repealed. 

Clause  5  provides  that  there  shall,  for  the  purposes  of  Sub-section  3 
of  Section  40  of  the  Purchase  of  Land  (Ireland)  Act,  1891,  and  for 
other  purposes  of  the  Congested  Districts  Board  (Ireland)  Act,  be 
paid  to  that  Board  from  October  Ist,  1899,  out  of  money  provided 
by  Parliament,  and  subject  to  such  conditions  as  the  Treasury  may 
require,  an  annual  sum  not  exceeding  £35,000. 

Electric  Lighting  (Clauseg)  Act,  1899  (62  and  63  Vict,  c.  19). — 
This  is  an  Act  for  incorporating  in  one  Act  certain  provisions  usually 
contained  in  Provisional  Orders  made  under  the  Acts  relating  to 
electric  lighting.  It  enacts  that  the  provisions  contained  in  the 
schedule  to  this  Act  shall  be  incorporated  with  and  form  part  of  every 
Provisional  Order  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  after  the  commence- 
ment of  this  Act  under  the  Electric  Lighting  Acts,  save  so  far  as  they 
are  expressly  varied  or  excepted  by  the  order,  and  shall,  subject  to 
any  such  variations  oi  exceptions,  apply,  so  far  as  applicable,  to  the 
undertaking  authorised  by  the  order.  The  said  provisions  shall  also, 
with  the  necessary  modiScations,  and  in  particular  with  the  substitu- 
tion of  the  words  "  special  Act  "  for  "  special  order,"  be  incorporated 
with  any  special  Act,  save  so  far  as  they  are  expressly  varied  or 
excepted  thereby. 

Except  in  so  far  as  any  of  the  provisions  in  the  schedule  are 
incorporated  in  any  Provisional  Order  of  the  Board  of  Trade  extending 
to  London,  or  with  any  special  Acts  so  extending,  this  Act  is  not  to 
apply  te  London. 

The  schednle,  which  forms  the  greater  pait  of  the  Act,  comprises 
the  Provisional  Oi'ders  made  under  the  Electric  Jjighting  Acts,  1882 
and  1888,  and,  so  far  as  respects  Scotland,  the  Electric  Lighting  Acts, 
1882  and  18S8,  and  the  Electric  Lighting  (Scotland)  Act,  1S90,  and 
certain  sections  of  the  Act  of  1882,  and  also  of  the  Gasworks  Clauses 
Acts  (1847)  are  incorporated.  The  schedule  consiste  of  forty-six 
sections  relating  generally  to  interpretations  of  the  Act,  provisions  as 
to  the  undertakers  of  electric  lighting  (whether  local  authority,  or 
public  corapauy,  or  "other  persons"  named  in  a  special  order),  area 
of  supply,  security  and  accounts,  application  of  money  and  purchase 
of  land,  ete.,  by  local  authority,  systems  and  mode  of  supply,  works, 
compulsory  works,  conditions  of  supply  and  price,  appointment  of 
electric  inspectors,  testing  and  inspection,  meters,  notices,  provisions 
as  to  revocation  of  special  order,  general  regulations,  modifications  in 
the  application  of  the  Act  to  Scotland  and  Ireland.  The  Act  comee 
into  operation  on  October  1st. 
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Elementary  Edacalion  (De/eclive  and  Epileptic  Children)  Act 
(62  &nd  63  Vict.,  c.  32). — This  Act  empowers  school  authorities  to 
make  ar range meuta  for  detennininf;  what  children  are  defective  or 
epileptic,  and  unfit  to  attend  the  ordinary  public  elementary  school ; 
and  to  naks  proviRion  for  the  education  of  such  children  either  (a)  by 
claasee  In  public  elementary  schools  certified  by  the  Education  Depart- 
mental special  classes ;  or  (6)  by  boarding  out,  subject  to  the  regulations 
of  the  Education  Department,  any  such  child  in  a  house  conveniently 
near  to  a  certified  special  class  or  school ;  or  {c)  by  establishing  schools, 
certified  by  the  Eklucation  Department,  for  defective  children. 

The  Education  Department  is  not  U>  certify  any  establishment 
established  after  the  commencement  of  thia  Act  for  boarding  and 
lodging  more  than  fifteen  defective  or  epileptic  children  in  one 
building  or  comprising  more  than  four  such  buildings.  A  school 
authority  may  provide  guides  or  conveyances  for  children,  who,  by 
reason  of  any  mental  or  physical  defect,  are  unable  to  attend  school 
without. 

The  obligations  of  a  parent  under  Section  4  of  tlie  Elementary 
Act,  1876,  to  provide  elementary  instruction  for  his  child,  are,  in  case 
of  a  defective  or  epileptic  child  over  seven  years  of  age,  to  include 
causing  the  child  to  atwnd  certified  special  classes  or  school  where 
such  a  school  or  class  is  within  reach  of  the  child's  residence.  A 
school  authority  may  apply  to  the  magistrates  for  an  order  requiring 
a  child  to  be  sent  to  a  certified  school  for  epileptics,  ami  if  the  parent 
fails  to  comply  with  the  order,  he  may  be  proceeded  against  under 
Section  4  of  the  Elementary  Education  Act,  1876.  The  provi- 
sions of  Section  7  of  the  Elementary  Education  (Blind  and 
Deaf  Children)  Act,  1593,  respecting  the  grant  of  certificates  to 
schools  for  blind  and  deaf  children,  are,  witli  the  necessary  modifi(»- 
tions,  to  apply  to  schools  for  epileptic  children  established  under  this 
Act.  Other  clauses  of  the  Act  relate  to  powers  and  expenses  of  school 
authorities,  grante  in  aid  of  schools  for  defective  and  epileptic  children, 
and  liability  of  parents  to  contribute,  as  provided  for  parents  of  a 
blind  or  deaf  child  under  Section  9  of  the  Elementary  Education 
(Blind  and  Deaf  Children)  Act,  1898. 

Clause  11  reads  : — For  the  purposes  of  the  Elementary  Education 
Acts,  1870  to  1893,  and  of  this  Act,  a  defective  or  epileptic  boy  or 
girl  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  child  until  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and 
the  period  of  compulsory  education  shall,  in  the  case  of  such  a  child, 
extend  to  sixteen  years,  and  the  attendance  of  such  a  child  at  school 
may  be  enforced  as  if  it  were  required  by  by-laws  made  under  the 
Elementary  Education  Acts,  1870  to  1893,  and  any  such  child  shall 
not,  in  accordance  with  such  by-laws,  be  entitled  to  toliil  or  partial 
exemption  from  the  obligation  to  attend  school. 

EUtuentari/  Edueatian  (.School  Attendance)  Act  (1893)  Amendment 
Act  (62  and  63  Vict.,  c.  13), — This  Act  "to  amend  the  law  respecting 
the  employment  and  education  of  young  children,"  is  known  as  the 
Half  IHmers  BUI  ond  was  introduced  by  Mr.  W.  S.  Robson.  It 
practically  abolishes  the  "half-timer"  by  substituting  12  for  U  as 
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the  ago  at  which  a  child  may  be  withdrawn  from  school  and  sent  to 
work.     The  following  ia  the  principal  clause  of  the  Act: — 

On  and  aft«r  January  Is^  19O0,  the  Elementary  Education  (SchocJ 
Attendance)  Act,  1893,  shiUl  have  effect  as  if  "twelve"  were  substi- 
tuted therein  for  "eleven."  Provided  that  notliing  in  thLs  Act  shall 
apply  in  the  case  of  any  child  who  at  the  said  date  is,  under  the  by- 
laws then  in  force  in  tlie  school  district  in  which  he  resides,  esempt, 
wholly  or  partially,  as  the  case  may  be,  from  the  obligation  to  attend 
school.  Provided,  also,  that  the  local  authority  for  any  district  may, 
by  by-law  for  any  pariah  within  their  district,  fix  13  yoara  as  the 
minimum  age  for  exemption  from  school  attendance  in  the  case  of 
children  to  be  employed  in  agriculture,  and  that  in  such  parish  such 
children  o%-er  11  and  under  13  years  of  age  who  have  passed  the 
standard  fixed  for  partial  exemption  from  school  att«ndance  by  the 
by-laws  of  the  local  authority  shall  not  be  required  to  attend  school 
more  than  250  times  in  any  year.  Such  by-law  shall  have  effect  as  & 
by-law  made  under  Section  74  of  the  Elementary  Education  Act, 
1870,  and  all  Acts  amending  the  same.  The  local  authority  shall  be 
the  local  authority  Gxed  by  Section  7  of  the  Elementary  Kducation 
Act,  1876,  Provided,  also,  that  a  child  shall  be  entitled  to  obtain 
partial  exemption  from  school  attendance  on  attaining  the  etge  of  12 
years,  if  such  child  has  mado  300  attendances  in  not  more  than  two 
schools  during  each  year  for  tive  preceding  years,  whether  consecutiTo 

Finance  Act,  1899  (62  and  63  Viet.,  c.  9).— This  ia  the  Act  giving 
effect  to  the  Budget,  the  provisions  of  which  have  already  been 
noticed.  It  reduces  the  amount  of  the  permanent  annual  charge  for 
the  National  Debt  under  the  Sinking  Funds  Act,  1875,  and  subsequent 
Acts,  from  twenty-five  to  twenty-three  millions,  and  provides  for  the 
conversion  of  fifteen  millions  of  consolidated  stock  into  new  terminable 
annuities  terminating  in  1923,  and  the  exchange  of  existing  terminable 
annuities  created  under  Section  4  of  the  National  Debt  Act  of  1887 
for  new  terminable  annuities  terminating  in  191'2. 

Fine  or  ImprUo>tmf.nt  (Smtlaitd  and  Iml-and)  Act  (62  and  63  Vict., 
c.  11). — This  Act  assimilates  the  Law  of  Scotland  and  of  Ireland  as 
to  imprisonment  in  default  of  payment  of  fines  to  that  of  England. 
The  principal  change  is  as  follows  : — Where  a  person  is  committed  to 
prison  for  non-payment  of  a  sum  adjudged  to  be  paid  by  the  conviction 
of  any  court  of  suinmniry  jurisdiction,  then,  on  payment  to  the 
governor  of  the  prison,  under  conditions  prescribed  by  prison  rules,  of 
any  sum  in  part  satisfaction  of  the  sum  so  adjudged  to  be  paid,  and  of 
any  charge.i  for  which  the  prisoner  is  liable,  the  term  of  imprisonment 
shall  be  reduced  by  a  number  of  days  bearing  as  nearly  as  possible 
the  same  proportion  to  the  total  number  of  days  for  which  the 
prisoner  is  sentenced  as  the  sum  so  paid  bears  to  the  sum  for  which  he 
is  so  liahle. 

G<'r<i<m  Ifemorial  CoIUije  at  Khartoum  X'-((62and  63  Vict.,c.l6). 
— An  Act  to  };ive  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Uordon  Memorial 
College  at  Khartoum  power  to  invest  trust  funds  in  certain  securities. 
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Improvement  of  Land  Act,  1899  (62  and  63  Vict,  c.  46).— By 
Clause  ],  where  a  rent-charge  is  (under  the  Improvement  of  Land  Act, 
1864,  or  under  any  special  Act)  authoriaad  in  respect  of  improvement 
of  land,  the  period  for  the  repayment  shall  be  such  period,  not  exceed- 
ing forty  years,  an  the  Board  of  Agriculture  may  determine.  The 
land  charged  may  comprise  not  only  the  land  improved,  but  also  other 
land  which  is  shown  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
to  be  held  for  the  same  estates  or  interests.  In  the  case  of  an  improve- 
ment company  a  resolution  of  three-fourths  of  the  shareholders 
present  at  an  extraordinary  meeting  specially  summoned  for  the 
purpose  may  authorise  the  company  to  execute  or  advance  money  for 
the  execution  of  all  or  any  of  the  improvements  mentioned  in  Section 
9  of  the  principal  Act  or  any  enactment  amending  that  section.  The 
provisions  of  the  Limited  Owners  Residences  Acts,  1870  and  1S71, 
are  to  apply  to  a  char);;e  for  securing  an  advance  in  pursuance  of  this 
section  for  an  improvement. 

Sub  section  4  reads  : — Where,  either  before  or  after  the  passing  of 
this  Act,  a  rent-charge  has  been  created  by  an  absolute  order  under 
the  principal  Act  or  under  any  special  improvement  Act  in  respect  of 
the  planting  of  woods  or  trees,  the  Board  of  Agriculture  may,  upon 
the  application  of  the  landowner,  at  any  time  not  sooner  than  seven 
and  not  later  than  ten  years  from  the  date  of  the  order,  if  they  think 
fit  and  if  they  are  satisfied  that  the  character  and  probable  duration 
of  the  improvement  is  such  as  to  justify  the  extension,  and  with  the 
consent  of  the  persons  entitled  to  the  charge,  extend  the  term  of 
repayment  within  the  limits  authorised  by  this  Act. 

Clause  2  extends  to  Scotland  the  enactments  adding  to  the  list  of 
authorised  improvements.  By  Clause  3  any  rent^charge  created  under 
Improvement  Acts  can  be  recoverable,  as  regards  any  instalment 
accruing  due  after  the  commencement  of  this  Act,  by  the  remedies 
provided  by  Section  44  of  the  Conveyancing  and  Law  of  Property  Act, 
1881,  in  respect  of  rent-charges  created  after  the  commencement  of 
that  Act,  and  not  otherwise. 

Inebriate*  AH  (62  and  63  Vict.,  e.  35).— This  amends  the  Inebri- 
ates Act  of  1898  by  enacting  that  the  expenses  of  any  prosecution  on 
indictment  under  Section  2  of  the  Inebriates  Act,  1898,  shall  be 
payable  as  in  cases  of  indictment  for  felony,  and  where  any  case  under 
that  section  is  dealt  with  summarily  the  expenses  of  the  prosecution 
shall  be  payable  in  manner  provide  by  Section  28  of  the  Summary 
Jurisdiction  Act,  1879,  or,  in  Ireland,  by  Section  14  of  the  Criminal 
Justice  Act,  1835.  Also  that  where  a  breach  of  regulations  made 
under  Section  G  of  the  Inebriates  Act  is  punishable  by  fine  and 
imprisonment  it  may  be  dealt  with  summarily. 

InfectiouK  Dweanes  (A'oti/ication)  Extemeioti  Act,  \S9Q  (62  and  63 
Vict.,  c.  8). — This  Act  extends  the  Infectious  Diseases  (NotiKcation) 
Act  of  1889  to  every  urban,  rural  and  port  sanitary  district  in 
England  and  Wales,  in  which  it  had  not  previously  been  adopted, 
excepting  the  County  Borough  of  Haddersficid,  in  which  a  local  Act 
on  the  subject  is  in  force. 
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Land  Tax  CommUnwnera'  JVameg  Act  (G2  and  63  Vict,  c-  25). — 
This  Act  appoints  additional  ComraUsionera  for  executing  the  Acts  tar 
land  tax  aad  other  rates  and  tAxes,  and  authorises  the  new  CnmmiS' 
sioners  to  act  on  deposition  of  their  names  in  a  schedule  with  the 
clerk  of  the  House  of  Commons  and  publication  of  the  same  in  the 
London  Gazette. 

London  Govemmsnt  Act,  1899  (62  and  63  Vict.,  c.  14).— This 
"Act  to  make  better  provision  for  Local  Government  in  London" 
was  the  principal  uieafiure  of  the  past  Session,  and  in  the  form  in 
which  it  becomes  law  it  is,  as  the  St.  Jamss'g  Gazette  has  admitted, 
"  in  no  inconsiderable  sense  a  creation  of  the  Opposition."  A  som- 
mar;  of  the  main  provisions  of  the  measure  as  introduced  was  given 
in  the  Libbbal  Magazink  of  March  last,  and  a  summary  of  the 
principal  amendments  made  while  the  Bill  was  passing  through  the 
Commons  will  be  found  in  the  Liskral  Magazine  for  July.  The 
principal  amendment  made  by  the  House  of  Loi-ds  was  on  the  motion 
of  Lord  Dunraven,  the  prohibition  of  women  from  becoming  Mayors, 
Aldermen  or  Councillors  of  the  new  Metropolitan  Boroughs,  into 
which  tlie  whole  of  the  ''  Admiuistrati\'e  County  of  London,  exclusive 
of  the  City  of  London,"  is  now  divided.  Section  1  of  Clause  2  now 
reads: — "The  Council  of  each  borough  shall  consist  of  a  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  Councillors.  Provided  that  no  woman  shall  be  eligible 
for  any  such  ofiice."  The  other  provisions  have  been  already 
sufficiently  indicated  in  previous  numbers.  It  should  be  added  that 
her  Majesty  has  since  been  pleased  to  restore  the  ancient  designation 
of  "  City  "  to  the  Borough  of  W&stminster,  one  of  the  areas  scheduled 
in  the  Act. 

Marriages  ValidUy  Ad  (62  and  63  Vict.,  c.  27).— This  Act  i» 
intended  to  remove  doubts  as  to  the  validity  of  certain  marriages,  by 
exacting  that  no  marriage  solemnised,  or  to  be  hereafter  solemnised, 
in  any  church  in  England  or  in  Ireland,  after  publication  of  banns  ta 
such  church,  shall  be  or  be  deemed  to  have  been  invalid  by  reason 
only  that  one  of  the  parties  to  such  marriage  was  in  the  case  of  a 
marriage  in  England  resident  in  Ireland,  or  in  the  case  of  a  marriage 
in  Ireland  resident  in  England,  and  that  bnnns  niay  have  been  pub- 
lished in  any  church  of  the  parish  or  place  in  which  such  party  was 
resident,  according  to  the  law  or  custom  there  prevailing,  and  not  in 
the  manner  required  for  the  publication  of  banns  in  the  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom  in  which  the  marriage  has  been  solemnisf^. 

Metropolis  Managemetii  Actt  Amendment  (By-laJisn)  Act  (62  and  63 
Vict.,  c.  15). — This  Act  extends  the  powers  of  the  County  Council  for 
making  by-laws  under  Section  202  of  the  Metropolis  Management  Act, 
1855,  to  the  making  of  by-laws  for  requiring  persons  about  to  construct, 
reconstruct,  or  alter  the  pipes,  drains,  or  other  means  of  communicating 
with  sewers,  or  the  trapj  anil  apparatus  connected  therewith,  to 
deposit  plans,  sections,  and  particulars  with  the  sanitary  authority. 

Metropoli*  Water  Act,  1899  (62  Vict,  c.  7).— This  is  an  Act  to 
enable  and  require  the  Metropolitan  Water  Companies  to  supply  each 
other  with  water  in  case  of  emergency. 
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Clause  1  provides  that  the  several  Metropolitan  Water  Companieii, 
{a)  if  so  required    by    the    Local    GoverDment    Board,     submit 
scherueA  for  works  enablin;;  the  Companies  to  supply  each 
other  with  water  from   any  sources   of    supply  which   any 
Company  are   for   the    time    being  empowered  to   use,  and 
construct  such  works  as  may  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board  be 
necessary  for  that  purpose  ;  and 
(b)  whenever  in   the  opinion  of  the  Local  Government  Board  a 
case  of  eu>ergency  has  arisen,  or  is  likely  to  arise,  supply, 
at  a  reasonable  cost,  and  to  such  extent  and  during  such 
period    an  the  Board  may  direct,    such    water   as   may    be 
required  for  the  need  of  another  Metropolitan  Water  Com- 
pany, and  may  be  available  after  satisfying  the  requirements 
of  the  district  of  the  supplying  Company. 
Nothing  in  the  Act  is  to  prevent  the  Companies  from  using  any  of 
their  existing  powers,  local  or  general,  or  supplying  water  to  another 
Company  for  another  district.     The  cost  of  constructing  works  under 
the  Act  is  to  be  borne  and  the  money  raised  by  the  issue  of  debentures 
by  the  Company  actually  constructing  the  same,  but  the  interest  un 
such  stock  is  to  be  borne  by  the  Water  Companies  in  proportion  to 
their  respective  water  rentals.      Any  Company  receiving  water  by 
means  of  such  works  shall  pay,  in  addition  to  any  other  sum  payable, 
such  proportion  of  the  interest  of  the  total  cost  of  construction  as  may 
be  agreed  or  fixed  by  arbitration.     The  I^ocal  Oovernment  Board  is 
empowered  to  make  orders  for  currying  out  schemes,  fixing  the  time 
within  which  works  are  to  be  constructed,  and  determining  the  extent 
to  which  supply  is  to  be  given  under  this  Act.     The  Local  Government 
Board  may  also  institute  enquiries  under  this  Act,  the  cost  of  which 
is  to  be  paid  by  the  Companies,  as  the  Board  may  direct. 

Clause  3  reads  thus:— If  the  undertaking  of  any  of  the  Metro- 
politan Water  Companies  is  purchased  within  seven  years  from  the 
passing  of  this  Act,  otherwise  than  by  agreement,  by  any  public  body 
or  trustees,  nothing  in  this  Act  shall  authorise  the  Company  to  bring 
into  account  or  to  make  any  claim  in  respect  of  any  advantages 
conferred  on  them  by  or  resulting  from  the  passing  of  this  Act. 

Metropolitan  Police  Art  (62  and  63  Vict.,  o.  26). — Amends  the 
Uw  with  reepect  to  the  salaries  and  allowances  of  the  Commissioner, 
Receiver  and  Assistant  Commissioner  of  the  Metropolitan  Folice. 
Such  salaries  as  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Treasury,  may  appoint,  may  be  paid  either  out  of  money  provided  by 
Parliament,  or  out  of  the  Metropolitan  Police  Fund,  or  apportioned 
between  money  provided  by  Parliament  and  the  Metropolitan  Police 
Fund  in  such  manner  as  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Treasury,  may  appoint.  Provided  that  the  amount  to  be  paid  out 
of  money  to  be  provided  by  Parliament  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
£1,200  in  any  one  year.  This  b  not  to  apply  to  existing  officers  who 
signify  their  desire  to  continue  their  present  salary  and  allowances,  nor 
to  any  salary  payable  to  any  existing  officer  as  regbtrar  of  anthropo- 
metric measurements. 
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MilUary  Work»  Act,  1899(63  and  63  Vict.,  c.  41).— Authorises 
the  issue  from  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  a  further  sum  of  £4,000,000 
for  Military  Works,  in  addition  to  the  sums  authorised  in  the  Military 
Works  Act,  1897. 

Ximi]  WoriM  Ai-i.  1899  {62  and  63  Vict,,  c.  42).— Authorises  the 
issue  from  the  Conaolidabed  Fund  of  £3,100,000  for  Naval  Works 
mentioned  in  the  schedule.  Also  confers  on  the  Admiralty  the  aaxa» 
powers  for  the  construction,  maintenance,  working,  and  use  of  tram- 
ways under  the  Military  Tramways  Act,  1887,  as  are  conferred  on  & 
Secretary  of  State  in  that  Act. 

The  Naval  works  scheduled  include  further  expenditure  on  the 
enclosnre  and  defence  of  harbours  at  Gibraltar,  Portland,  and  Dover  ; 
adapting  Naval  ports  to  meet  the  present  needs  of  the  Fleet,  including 
Keyham  Dockyard,  Portsmouth  Docks  and  Dockyard,  Hong  Koug 
Dockyard,  Colombo  Dock,  Haulbowline,  Chatham  Dock,  Malta  Dock- 
yard, Bermuda  Dockyard,  and  Simons  Bay  Dockyard  ;  and  Naval 
barracks,  hospitals,  etc.,  at  Chatham,  Sheerness,  Portsmouth,  Walmer, 
Keyham,  Haslar.  Haulbowline.  The  total  estimated  expenditure  ott 
the  above  to  March  3l8t,  1901,  is  £7,605,320;  of  this,  £4,505,320 
was  authorised  by  previous  Acts,  and  £3,100,000  by  this  Act. 

Pnrl-h  Vouiicillora  (Tenure  of  Ojflce)  Act  (62  and  63  Vict.,  c.  10). 
— This  Act  amends  the  Local  Government  Act  of  1894  by  making  the 
term  of  office  of  parish  councillors  three  years  instead  of  one.  On 
April  15th,  1901  and  April  Idth  in  every  third  year  following  parish 
councillors  are  to  go  out  of  office  and  newly-elected  councillors  to  take 
their  place.  The  annual  parish  council  meeting  is  to  be  held  within 
seven  days  of  April  15th  every  year. 

Partridye  Shooting  (Ireland)  Act,  Wi^  (62  Vict  c.  1).— This  Act 
changes  the  dates  of  the  season  for  partridge  shooting  in  Ireland, 
making  it  begin  on  September  1st  and  end  on  February  Ist,  instead  of 
from  September  20th  to  January  10th,  as  in  the  Game  Laws  Act,  37, 
Geo.  III.,  c.  21. 

Patriotic  Fund  Act,  1899  (62  and  63  Vict.,  c.  45).-Thi8  Act 
amends  the  Patriotic  Fund  Acts  of  1881  and  1886  by  extending  the 
benefits  of  the  Fund  to  dependants  of  officers  and  men  of  her 
Majesty's  Mditai-y  and  Naval  Forces. 

Poor  Law  Act,  1899  (62  and  63  Vict,  c.  37).— This  is  an  Act  to 
amend  Section  1  of  the  Poor  Law  Act,  1889,  and  Section  4  of  the 
Pauper  Inmates  Discharge  and  Regulation  Act,  1871.  Clause  1  gives 
the  Poor  Law  Guardians  power  to  undertake  the  control,  until  the 
child  reaches  the  age  of  18,  of  orphans  and  children  deserted  by 
their  parents  or  whose  parent  is  a  criminal,  a  pauper  inmate  of 
the  workhouse,  or  unfit  to  have  control  of  the  child,  and  the  child  is 
maintained  by  the  Guardians  ',  or  if  both  parents  are  dead  the  rights 
shall  continue  vested  in  the  Guardians,  whether  the  child  does  or  does 
not  continue  to  be  maintained  by  them.  But  any  resolution  to  this 
effect  may  be  rescinded  or  varied  if  they  think  it  will  be  for  the 
benefit  of  the  child.  A  Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  may,  however, 
on  complaint  of  a  parent  or  guardian,  if  satisfied  that  it  is  for  the 
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benefit  of  the  child  to  be  either  permanently  or  tempor&rily  under 
control  of  its  parent  or  guardian,  make  aa  order  on  the  Guardiann 
accordingly,  and  they  shall  ceaae  to  have  the  rights  and  powers  of  the 
parent,  as  respecte  the  child,  from  the  date  of  such  order. 

ClauBe  2  prescribes  a  penalty  of  not  exceeding  £20  for  assisting  a 
child  to  escape  from  the  control  of  the  Guardians,  or  knowingly  harbour- 
ing or  concealing  a  child  who  has  escaped. 

Clause  3  prescribes  that  when  any  child  maintained  by  Guardians 
of  a  Poor  Law  Union  is,  with  their  consent  adopted,  they  shall  have 
it  vbited  by  a  competent  person  at  least  twice  s  year  for  three  years ; 
and  the  Guardians  may,  within  that  period,  if  they  think  fit,  revoke 
their  consent  to  its  adoption  and  resume  the  custody  of  the  child. 

Private  Leffutation  Procedure  (Scodand)  Act  {62  and  63  Vict.,  c. 
47). — This  is  an  Act  to  provide  for  improving  and  extending  the  pro- 
cedure for  obtaining  Parliamentary  powers,  by  way  of  Provisional 
Orders,  in  matters  relating  to  Scotland. 

It  is  rather  a  complicated  Act  of  19  sectionn,  of  numerous  clauses. 
The  main  provisions  may  be  summarised  as  follows  : — 

Fereons  or  bodies  in  Scotland  desirous  of  obtaining  Parliamentary 
powers  for  various  purposes,  may  petition  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
for  a  Provisional  Order  instead  of  proceeding  by  Bill.  The  Chairman 
of  Committees  of  the  House  of  Lords  and  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and 
Means  of  the  House  of  Commons  (in  the  Bill  called  the  Chairmen) 
shall,  if  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  thinR  fit  so  to  order,  consider 
the  draft,  of  which  copies  are  to  be  deposited  with  the  Clerk  of 
Parliaments  and  at  the  Private  Bill  Office.  If  the  Chairmen  report 
that  the  provisions  of  the  Order,  or  some  of  them,  do  not  relate 
mainly  or  wholly  to  Scotland,  or  raise  any  question  that  ought  to  be 
dealt  with  by  Private  Bill  and  not  Provisional  Order,  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  will  refuse  to  issue  such  Order,  and  the  report  of  the 
Chairmen  is  to  be  laid  before  Parliament.  The  notices  served  in  the 
matter  then  shall  be  held  to'  have  been  given  and  published  for  a 
Private  Bill.  If  the  Chairmen  report  that  the  Provisional  Order  may 
proceed,  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  shall  take  it  into  consideration,  and 
should  there  be  opposition  to  its  issue,  or  if  he  thinks  enquiry  necessary, 
he  shall  direct  an  enquiry  to  be  held  by  Commissioners  appointed 
under  this  Act.  The  Provisional  Order  shall  not  be  proceeded  with 
until  the  General  Orders  have  been  complied  with,  but  application 
may  be  made  to  the  Chairmen  to  dispense  with  any  General  Order, 
and  the  decision  of  the  Chairmen  shall  be  tinal.  An  extra  Parlia- 
mentary Panel  ia  to  be  formed  of  persons  quali6ed  to  act  as  Com- 
missioners under  this  Act.  The  Panel  is  to  consist  of  20  qualified 
persons,  appointed  jointly  by  the  Chairmen  and  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland,  and  such  Panel  is  to  continue  for  five  years  and  then  be  re- 
formed, casual  vacancies  being  filled  up  by  the  Chairmen  and 
Secretary  for  Scotland.  When  Commissioners  have  to  be  appointed  to 
enquire  as  to  the  propriety  of  making  and  issuing  Provisional  Orders  as 
Orders  under  this  Act,  the  Chairmen  shall  appoint  four  Commissioners, 
and  nominate  one  of  them  as  Chairman.     The  two  Houses  of  Parlia- 
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ment  may  also  pasN  Standing  Orders  to  provide  for  the  formation  of 
Pauels  of  the  two  Houses  respectively,  to  act  as  Comraiasioaere. 
Two  Commisaioners  are  to  be  taken  from  tlie  Panel  of  tlie  House  of 
Lords  and  two  from  that  of  the  House  of  Commons,  but  in  certAin 
events,  three  Members  may  be  taken  from  the  same  Parliamentary 
Committee,  or,  subject  to  Standing  Orders,  the  Secretary  may  appoint, 
from  the  extra- Parliamentary  Panel,  as  many  as  may  be  necessary 
to  make  up  the  number  of  Commissioners.  Members  of  either  House 
may  continue  to  act  as  Commissioners  in  event  of  a  dissolution  of 
Parliament.  Persons  appointed  as  Commissioners  must  make  a 
declaration  that  they  have  no  local  or  personal  interest  in  the  pro- 
posed Order.  The  Commissionei-s  are  to  hold  public  sittings  to  hear 
persons  opposed  to  or  in  favour  of  the  proposed  Order,  personally  or 
by  their  council,  agent,  and  witnesses,  questions  of  locu»  standi  being 
decided  by  the  Commissioners. 

The  Commissioners  are  as  far  as  possible  to  sit  from  day  to  day 
until  they  finish  their  inquiry,  and  to  submit  their  report  to  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland,  with  the  evidence  taken  by  them.  They  may 
recommend  that  the  Order  be  issued  or  refused,  or  issued  with  modi- 
fications, and  in  the  latt«r  case  shall  submit  a  copy  of  the  Order, 
showing  the  modifications  recommended. 

If  there  is  no  opposition  to  the  Order,  or  if  the  opposition  has 
been  withdrawn  before  an  enquiry  liaa  been  held,  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  shall  make  the  Order  forthwith,  or  with  such  moditicatioas 
as  may  be  recommended  by  the  Chairmen  and  the  Treasury.  If  any 
modification  has  been  mode  in  the  draft  Order  originally  deposited, 
a  printed  copy  thereof  must  be  deposited  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia,- 
ments  in  the  Private  Bill  0£ce  at  the  Treasury,  or  in  any  other  public 
department  concerned. 

No  Order  so  made  shall  be  of  any  validity  unless  it  has  been  con- 
firmed by  Parliament,  and  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  shall,  as  soon 
as  conveniently  may  be,  submit  such  Order  to  Parliament  in  a  Bill 
(hereinafter  referred  to  as  a  Confirmation  Bill),  and  such  Bill,  after 
introduction,  shall  be  deemed  to  have  passed  through  nil  its  stages  up 
to  and  including  Committee,  and  shall  be  ordered  to  be  considered  in 
either  House  as  if  reported  from  a  Committee. 

When  such  Bill  has  been  read  a  third  time  and  passed  in  the  first 
House  of  Parliament  the  like  proceedings  shall,  subject  to  Standing 
Orders,  be  taken  in  the  second  House  ot  Parliament. 

Any  Act  passed  to  confirm  such  Order  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a 
public  Act  of  Parliament. 

If  there  is  opposition  to  an  order,  and  the  opposition  has  not  been 
withdrawn,  or  been  withdrawn  after  enquiry,  or  although  there  is  no 
opposition,  enquiry  has  been  held,  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  shall 
refuse  to  issue  a  Provisional  Oi-der  if  the  Commissioners  report  that  the 
Order  should  not  be  made,  or  if  they  do  not  so  report  he  may  issue  an 
Order  as  prayed,  or  with  such  modilications  as,  having  regard  to  the 
recommendations  of  the  Commissioners,  and  of  the  Chairmen,  and  of 
the  Treasury,  and   such  other  public   departments  as  shall  be  pra- 
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scribed,  shall  appear  to  be  necessary.     In  the  latter  c&se   the  Order 
shall  not  be  of  any  validity  until  confirmed  by  Parliament  as  above. 

Clause  9  reads: — (1)  If  before  the  expiration  of  seven  days  after 
the  introduction  of  a  Confirmation  Bill  under  the  immediately  prece- 
ding section  in  the  House  in  which  it  originates,  a  petition  be  presented 
against  an  Order  comprised  in  the  Bill,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any 
member  to  give  notice  that  he  intends  to  move  that  the  Bill  shall  be 
referred  to  a  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament ;  and  in 
that  case  such  motion  may  be  moved  immediately  after  the  Bill  is 
read  a  second  time,  and,  if  carried,  than  the  Bill  shall  stand  referred 
to  a  Joint  Committee  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  the  opponent 
shall,  subject  to  the  practice  of  Parliament,  be  allowed  to  appear  and 
oppose  by  himself,  his  counsel,  agent,  and  witnesses ;  and  counsel, 
agents,  and  witnesses  may  be  heard  in  support  of  the  Order.  The 
Joint  Committ«e  shall  hear   and  determine  any  question   of  loeu» 

(2)  The  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  shall,  subject  to  Standing 
Orders,  be  laid  before  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 

(3)  The  Joint  Committee  may,  by  a  majority,  award  costs,  and 
such  costs  may  be  taxed  and  recovered  and  shall  be  secured  in  the 
manner  provided  in  the  Parliamentary  Costa  Act,  1865,  subject  to  any 
necessary  modifications. 

(4)  If  no  such  motion  as  in  sub-section  (I)  of  this  section  men- 
tioned is  carried,  the  Bill  shall  be  deemed  to  have  passed  the  stage  of 
Committee,  and  shall  be  ordered  to  be  considered  as  if  reported  by  a 
Committee. 

When  such  BUI  has  been  read  a  third  time  and  passed  in  the 
first  House  of  Parliament  the  like  proceedings  shall,  subject  to 
Standing  Orders,  be  taken  in  the  second  House  of  Parliament. 

The  supplemental  clauses  of  the  Act  prescribe  the  method  of  pro- 
cedure before  the  Commissioners,  give  County  Councils,  Town  Councils, 
etc..  the  same  powers  that  they  now  have  in  regard  to  private  Bills, 
make  provisions  for  appointment  of  officers  of  Commissioners, 
examiners,  payments,  the  making  of  General  Orders  by  the  Chairman 
and  Secretary  (subject  to  confirmation  by  Parliament),  fees,  definitions, 
etc.  A  separate  clause  makes  special  provision  for  the  protection  of 
buildings  or  other  objects  of  historical  interest,  or  natural  scenery 
which  may  be  injuriously  affected  by  any  undertaking  for  which  an 
Order  is  asked,  and  those  making  objection  on  these  grounds  are  to 
have  a  proper  opportunity  of  being  heard  before  the  Commissioners. 

Public  Libraries  (Scotland)  Act,  (62  Vict.,  c.  6).— This  Act  amends 
Uie  Public  Libraries  (Scotland)  Acta  by  enabling  the  magistrates  and 
council  or  board  of  two  or  more  neighbouring  burghs  or  parishes  in 
which  the  Act  has  been  adopted  to  combine  for  carrying  it  into 
execution  and  to  divide  the  expenses  by  agreement,  and  empowers  them 
to  appoint  a  joint  committee  for  the  purpose. 

Public  Wvrhi  Loans  Act  (62  and  63  Vict,  c.  31}.— This  Act 
authorises  the  issue  by  the  National  Debt  Commissioners  of  sums  not 
exceeding  .£7,000,000  for  the  purpose  of  loans  by  the  Public  Works 
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CommisBioDers,  and  of  £800,000  for  the  purpose  of  loans  bjr  the 
Commiasionero  of  Public  Works  in  Ireland.  It  further  directs  the 
remission  and  writing  off  as  assets  of  the  Local  Loans  Fund  of  certain 
scheduled  loans  by  the  Commiasionera  of  Public  Works  in  Treland, 
amounting  to  £23,189  4a.  8d.  This  includes  £8,996  6s.  Id.  advanced 
to  the  Wicklow  Harbour  CommissionerB ;  £9,394  Ob.  lOd.,  ad- 
vanced under  the  Seeds  Supply  (Ireland)  Act,  1880,  to  certain 
Boards  of  Quardians.  Also  of  £137  12a.  lOd.  loans  to  fishermen  by  the 
Scottish  Fishery  Board  under  the  Crofters  Holding  (Scotland)  Act. 
The  debts  in  respect  of  these  loans  are  extinguished,  and  the  amount 
Uiereof  deemed  a  free  grant  from  Parliament  in  consideration  of  circum- 
stances recited  in  the  Act. 

Re/vrmattny  Sc/iooU  Act  (62  and  63  Vict,  c.  12). — Amends  the 
Reformatory  Schools  Act  of  1893,  enacting  that  where  a  youthful 
offender  is  ordered  to  be  sent  to  a  certified  reformatory  school  he  shati 
not  in  addition  be  sentenced  to  penal  servitude  or  imprisonment. 

Reserve  Fiyrces  Act,  1899  {62  and  63  Vict.,  c.  40).— This  Act  enacts 
that  where  a  soldier  of  the  regular  forces,  when  entitled  to  be  traos- 
terred  to  the  reserve,  is  serving  out  of  the  United  Kingdom,  he  may, 
at  his  own  request,  be  transferred  to  the  reserve  withont  being 
required  to  return  to  the  United  Kingdom,  but  subject  to  such  condi- 
tions as  to  residence,  as  to  liability  to  be  called  out  for  annual  training 
or  on  permanent  service,  or  in  aid  of  the  civil  power,  or  as  to  any  other 
matters,  as  may  be  prescribed  by  regulations  under  Section  20  of  the 
Reserve  Forces  Act,  1882. 

Royal  Niger  Company  Act  {^2  amA.  63  Vict.,  c.  43).— This  Act  is 
to  make  provision  for  certain  payments  in  connection  with  the  Revo- 
cation of  the  Charter  of  the  Royal  Niger  Company. 

The  Act  authorises  the  payment  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of 
sums  not  exceeding  £865,000  for  the  Company's  rights.  The  Company 
is  bo  submit  an  account  to  the  Treasury  showing  details  of  the  sums 
due.  Clause  2  authorises  the  Treasury  to  borrow,  if  n<>ces8ary, 
£820,000  by  means  of  terminable  annuities  for  this  purpose.  The 
annuities  are  to  be  paid  out  of  moneys  annually  voted  by  Parliament 
for  foreign  and  colonial  service,  or  if  these  are  insufficient  shall  be 
charged  on  the  Consolidated  Fund,  but  not  be  payable  as  part  of  the 
permanent  annual  charge  for  the  National  Debt.  The  Treasury  is  to 
lay  an  account  of  the  money  expended  and  borrowed  and  the  securities 
created  under  this  Act  before  Parliament,  within  twelve  months  of  the 
passing  of  the  Act,  and  the  accounts  are  to  be  audited  and  reported 
upon  by  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor  General. 

By  Clause  4  all  excess  of  receipts  over  expenditure  from  the  terri- 
tories administered  by  the  Company  is  to  be  paid  into  the  Exchequer 
until  the  money  voted  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  for  purposes  of 
this  Act  and  the  interest  thereon  has  been  repaid. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1899  (62  and  63  Vict.,  c.  51).— By 
Clause  I  of  this  Act  the  importer  of  margarine,  margarine  cheew, 
adulterated  or  impoverished  butter,  condensed,  separated,  or  skimmed 
milk,  or  any  adulterated  or  impoverished  article,  shall,    unless    the 
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same  be  imported  in  packages  or  receptacles  conspicuously  marked 
vrith  a  name  and  description  indicating  that  the  article  has  been  so 
treated,  be  liable,  on  summary  conviction,  for  the  first  oSence,  to  a 
fine  not  exceeding  X20 ;  for  the  second  not  exceeding  £50  ;  and  for 
any  subsequent  offence  not  exceeding  £100.  The  Commissiooers  of 
OiBtom  are  to  sample  goods,  and  take  proceedings  nnder  this  section. 

By  Clause  2  the  Local  Government  Board  or  the  Board  of 
Agricolture  is  empowered  to  dii-ect  an  officer  of  the  Board  to  procure 
tuid  sample  food  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1675,  and 
oommunicate  the  result  to  the  local  authority,  and  the  local  authority 
shall  have  the  like  power  and  duty  to  take  proceedings  as  if  it  had 
caused  the  analysis  to  be  made,  and  the  fee  for  the  aoalynis  shall  be 
payable  by  the  local  authority. 

Clause  3  requires  the  local  authority  to  appoint  an  analyst  and  put 
in  force  the  powers  with  which  it  is  invested,  but  in  event  of  its 
default  the  Local  Oovemment  Board  or  Board  of  Agriculture  may 
put  in  force  the  Act  and  charge  the  local  authority  with  the  expense. 
The  Local  QoTemment  Board  may  also  require  a  public  analyst 
appointed  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  to  furnish  proof  of 
competency. 

Clause  4  empowers  the  Board  of  Agriculture  to  make  regulations 
as  to  the  analysis  of  milk,  butter,  cream  or  cheese,  and  to  make  public 
such  regulations. 

Clause  5  extends  the  Margarine  Act,  168T,  to  margarine  cheese, 
and  Clause  6  requires  the  marking  of  packages  of  margarine  or 
margarine  cheese  to  be  made  in  capital  black  letters,  not  leas  than 
half  an  inch  long  on  the  paper  wrapper  in  which  it  is  sold,  and  no 
other  printed  matter  is  to  appear  on  such  wrapper.  Clause  7  requires 
manufacturers  and  wholesale  dealers  in  margarine  or  margarine  cheese 
to  keep  a  regist«r  showing  the  quantity  and  destination  of  each 
cMnsignment  sent  out,  and  the  register  is  to  be  open  to  the  inaptection 
of  any  officer  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture.  The  maximum  penalty  for 
default  under  this  clause  is  £10  for  a  first  oflfence,  and  £60  for  any 
subsequent  offence. 

Clause  8  makes  it  unlawful  to  manufacture,  sell,  expose  for  sale, 
or  import  any  margarine  which  contains  more  than  10  per  cent,  of 
butter  fat. 

Clause  9  requires  every  seller  of  milk  and  cream  from  a  vehicle  to 
have  his  name  and  address  conspicuously  inscribed  on  his  vehicle,  and 
on  the  can  or  other  receptacle,  under  penalty  of  £2  in  default. 

Clause  10  prescribes  the  method  of  taking  samples  in  course  of 
delivery  :  a  portion  of  the  sample  is  to  be  sent  to  the  vendor. 

By  Clause  11,  every  tin  or  receptacle  of  condensed,  separated,  or 
skimmed  milk  must  bear  a  label  clearly  visible  to  the  purchaser,  bear- 
ing the  words,  "  machine  skimmed  milk,"  or  "  skimmed  milk,"  under 
penalty  of  a  fine  of  £10  in  default 

Clauses  12  to  19  contain  various  provisions  as  to  notices  of 
mixtures,  the  taking  of  samples  in  course  of  delivery  on  request  of  the 
purchaser  or  consignee,  penalties  for  obstruction,  substituting  imprison- 
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ment  for  three  months  for  the  higher  penalties  nnder  the  sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Act§,  when  the  offence  is  committed  by  the  person&t  act, 
default,  or  culpable  negligence  of  the  accnsed,  regulations  as  to  articles 
sold  in  packet,  time  for  proceedings,  etc. 

Clause  30  provides  that  the  use  of  a  warranty,  as  a  defence  to  pro- 
ceedings, will  not  be  available  unless  the  defendant  has,  within  seven 
days  after  service  of  the  summons,  sent  to  the  purchaaer  a  copy  d 
such  warranty  or  invoice  with  a  written  notice  stating  that  he  intends 
to  rely  on  'the  warranty  or  invoice,  and  specifying  the  nanie  and 
address  of  the  person  from  whom  he  received  it,  and  has  also  sent  a 
like  notice  of  his  intention  to  such  person, 

A  warranty  or  invoice  given  by  a  person  resident  outside  the 
United  Kingdom  shall  not  be  available  as  a  defence  to  any  proceeding 
under  the  sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  unless  the  defendant  proves 
that  he  had  taken  reasonable  steps  to  ascertain,  and  did,  in  fact., 
believe  in,  the  accuracy  of  the  statement  contained  in  the  warrajit^  or 

The  penalty  for  a  false  warranty  or  writing  is  £20  for  a  first 
offence,  £50  for  the  second,  and  £100  for  any  subsequent  ofiFence, 
unless  the  accused  proves  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court  that  when  he 
gave  the  warranty  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  the  statements  or 
descriptions  contained  therein  were  true. 

There  are  other  miscellaneous  clauses,  and  the  Act  is  to  apply,  with 
certain  modifications,  to  Scotland  and  Ireland. 

Sentg  for  Shop  Agsinlanla  Act  (62  and  63  Vict.,  c,  21). — This  Act 
provides  (Clause  1)  that  in  all  rooms  of  a  shop,  or  other  premises 
where  goods  are  actually  retailed  to  the  public,  and  where  female 
assistants  are  employed  for  the  retailing  of  goods  to  the  public, 
the  employer  shall  provide  seats  behind  the  counter,  or  in  sach 
other  position  as  may  be  suitable  for  the  purpose,  and  such  seats  shall 
be  in  the  proportion  of  not  less  than  one  seat  to  every  three  female 
assistants  employed  in  each  room. 

Clause  2.— Any  person  failing  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of 
this  Act  shall  be  liable,  on  summary  conviction,  for  a  first  offence  to  n 
fine  not  exceeding  £3,  and  for  a  second  or  subsequent  offence  to  a  fine 
not  less  than  £1  and  not  exceeding  £5. 

The  Act  comes  into  force  on  January  1st,  1900. 

SrtuUl  IhixUings  Acquisition  Act  (62  and  63  Vict,  c.  44). — This  is 
an  Act  to  empower  local  authorities  to  advance  money  for  enabling 
persons  to  acquire  the  ownership  of  small  houses  in  which  they  resides. 

Clau.se  1  authorises  local  authorities  to  advance  money  to  s 
resident  of  any  house  within  their  area  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
him  to  acquire  the  ownership  of  that  house.  The  advance  most  not 
exceed  four'fifths  of  the  market  value  of  the  ownership,  nor  £240  ; 
or  in  the  case  of  a  fee  simple  or  leasehold  of  not  less  than  99  ye&rs 
unexpired  at  the  date  of  the  purchase,  £300,  and  not  for  the 
acquisition  of  a  house  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  local  authority, 
exceeds  £400  in  market  value. 
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The  advance  tB  to  be  repaid,  with  interest  not  exceeding  10a.  per 
cent,  above  the  rate  at  which  the  local  authority  can  borrow  from  the 
Public  Works  Loans  Commissioners,  within  such  a  period,  not  exceed- 
ing thirty  years,  as  may  be  agreed  upon ;  the  repayments  to  be  made 
at  any  periods  not  exceeding  a  half-year  as  may  be  agreed  upon.  The 
proprietor  of  a  house  on  which  an  aidyance  has  been  made  may,  after 
{pviog  one  month's  wntten  notice  at  any  of  the  usual  quarter  days, 
repay  the  whole  of  the  outstanding  principal,  and  where  the  repay- 
ment b  made  by  an  annuity  of  principal-  and  interest  combined,  the 
amount  to  be  repaid  shall  be  determined  by  a  table  annexed  to  the 
instrument  securing  the  repayment  of  the  advance. 

By  Clause  3,  before  making  an  advance  the  authority  must  be 
satisfied  (a)  that  the  applicant  intends  to  reside  in  the  house  and  is 
not  already  the  proprietor  of  a  house  to  which  the  statutory  conditions 
apply  ;  (b)  that  the  value  of  the  ownership  is  sufficient ;  (c)  that  the 
title  is  one  an  ordinary  mortgagee  would  be  willing  to  accept ;  (if)  that 
the  house  is  in  good  sanitary  condition  and  good  repair ;  and  («)  that 
the  repayment  to  the  authority  of  the  principal  and  interest  is  secured 
by  an  instrument  vesting  the  ownership  (including  any  interest 
already  held  by  the  purchaser)  in  the  local  authority,  subject  to  the 
right  of  redemption  by  the  applicant. 

According  to  Clause  3,  until  the  advance  with  interest  has  been 
paid  the  ]ocb.\  authority,  or  the  local  authority  have  taken  possession 
or  ordered  its  resale,  the  sums  due  from  time  to  time  must  be 
paoctually  paid,  the  proprietor  of  the  house  must  reside  in  it,  must 
keep  it  insured  against  fire,  and  in  good  sanitary  coudition  and  good 
repair  ;  it  must  not  be  used  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  or  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  be  a  nuisance  to  adjacent  houses,  and  the  local 
anthority  shall  have  power  to  inspect  it  to  ascertain  whether  the 
statutory  conditions  are  complied  with.  The  proprietor  of  the  house 
may,  with  the  consent  of  the  local  authority  (which  shall  not  be 
Doreasoaably  withheld)  transfer  his  interest  subject  to  the  statutory 
conditions.  In  case  of  default  of  any  of  the  conditions  the  local 
authority  may  take  possession  of  the  house,  or  order  its  sale  without 
taking  possession.  In  case  of  breach  of  any  condition  other  than  that 
of  punctual  payment  of  principal  and  interest,  the  local  authority  shall 
serve  notice  on  the  proprietor,  calling  upon  him  to  fulfil  the  condition, 
and  if  within  fourteen  days  of  the  delivery  of  the  notice  he  gives  an 
undertaking  in  writing  to  comply  with  the  notice,  or  within  two 
months  of  its  delivery  complies  therewith,  shall  not  take  possession  or 
ofder  a  sole.  In  cose  of  the  bankruptcy  of  the  proprietor  the  local 
anthority  may  take  possession,  order  a  sale,  or  make  some  arrangement 
to  the  contrary  with  the  trustee  in  bankruptcy. 

Clause  4  makes  the  proprietor  personally  liable  to  the  local  anthority 
nntil  he  ceases  to  be  proprietor  by  transferring  his  interest.  The 
permission  of  the  local  authority  is  not  required  to  any  charge  on  his 
interests  mode  by  the  proprietor  of  the  bouse,  if  it  does  not  affect  any 
rights  or  powers  of  the  local  authority. 

Clause  5  prescribes  the  procedure  as  to  recovery  of  possession  and 
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disposal  of  a  house  by  the  local  authority,  in  default  of  any  failure  to 
comply  with  the  conditions  by  the  proprietor,  but  where  a  local 
authority  take  poBsession  of  a  house,  they  shall,  save  coats  incidental 
tA  taking  possession,  sale,  or  other  disposal,  including  costs  of  arbitra- 
tion, if  any,  pay  to  the  proprietor  either — 

(a)  such  sum  as  may  be  agreed  upon  ;  or 

(b)  a  sum  equal  to  the  value  of  the  interest  in  the  house  at  th« 

disposal  of  the  local  authority,  after  deductinji  therefrom  the 
amount  of  the  advance  then  remaining  unpaid  and  any  sum 
due  for  interest ;  and  the  said  value,  in  the  absence  of  a  sale 
and  in  default  of  agreement  shall  be  settled  by  a  county 
court  judge  as   arbitrator,    or    if    the    Lord    Chancellor  so 
authorises,  by  a  single  arbitrator  appointed  by  the  county- 
court  judge,  and  the  Arbitration  Act,  1889,  shall  apply  to 
any  such  arbitration. 
The  sum  so  payable  to  the  proprietor  if  not  paid  within   three 
months  after  the  date  of  taking  possession  shall  carry  interest  at  the 
rate  of  3  per  cent,  per  annum  from  the  date  of  taking  possession. 

Clause  6  prescribes  the  procedure  as  to  ordering  a  sale.  Clause  7 
permits  the  local  authority  to  suspend  the  condition  as  to  residence  in 
the  house  for  a  period  not  exceeding  six  months  from  the  date  of 
advance,  and  to  allow  the  proprietor  to  sub-let  it  furnished  for  a  period 
not  exceeding  four  months  in  the  twelve,  or  during  absence  in  perform- 
ance of  any  duty  arising  from  or  incidental  to  any  ofQce,  service,  or 
employment  held  or  undertaken  by  him,  and  the  condition  requiring 
residence  shall  be  suspended  white  the  permission  continues.  When  the 
proprietor  of  a  house  dies,  the  condition  requiring  residence  shall  be 
suspended  for  twelve  months  to  permit  the  personal  representative  to 
transfer  the  ownership ;  and,  in  case  of  an  arrangement  in  bankruptcy, 
theconditionas  to  residence  may  be  suspended  during  its  continuance. 

Clause  9  declares  that  the  local  authority  under  this  Act  shall  be 
the  Council  of  a  county  or  county  borough.  But  the  Council  of  an 
urban  or  rural  district  may  adopt  it  by  reaolntioD,  subject,  in  cose  of 
the  Council  of  a  district  of  lees  than  10,000  inhabitants,  to  the  consent 
of  the  County  CouncU.  If  the  County  Council  refuses  consent,  the 
District  Council  may  appeal  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 

All  expenses  under  the  Act  are  to  be  charged  on  the  county  rate  or 
borough  rate,  and  in  case  of  an  urban  or  rural  district  on  the  general 
rate  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  but  in  the  latter  case  no  sum  shall 
be  raised  in  any  urban  or  rural  district  the  Council  of  which  becomes  a 
local  anthori^  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act  on  account  of  the  expenses 
of  a  County  Council  under  this  Act. 

Section  4  of  this  clause  reads  as  follows  : — If  in  any  local  financial 
year  the  expenses  payable  by  a  Council  and  not  reimbursed  by  the 
receipts  under  this  Act  exceed  in  a  county  a  sum  equal  to  one  half- 
penny, and  in  a  county  borough  or  urban  or  rural  district  a  sum  equal 
to  one  penny  in  the  £  upon  the  rateable  value  of  the  county,  county 
borough,  or  district,  deducting  in  the  case  of  a  county  the  rateable 
value  of  any  urban  or  rural  district  in  the  county,  the  Council  of  which 
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baa  become  n  local  aatbority  under  this  Act,  no  further  advance 
under  this  Act  shall  be  made  by  that  Council,  until  the  expii-ation  of 
five  years  after  the  end  of  that  financial  year,  or  if  those  espensea  at 
that  date  exceed  one  h^fpenny  or  one  penny  in  the  £,  as  the  case  may 
be,  on  the  rateable  valne  for  the  time  being,  until  they  fall  below  such 

Local  authorities  are  empowered  to  borrow  money  for  the  purposes 
of  this  Act,  and  the  Public  Works  Loan  Commissioners  to  lend. 

In  the  application  of  the  Act  to  the  County  of  London,  any 
a&nitary  authority  (a)  shall  have  the  same  powers  as  an  Urban 
District  Council,  and  the  expenses  of  such  authority  shall  be  paid  out 
of  the  general  rate,  or  in  the  case  of  the  City  of  London  out  of  the 
consolidated  rate ;  and  (b)  may  borrow  in  like  manner  as  they  can 
borrow  for  the  purposes  of  the  Metropolis  Management  Acts,  1655 
to  1893 ;  and  those  Acte  shall  apply  with  the  necessary  modifications. 

Clause  10,  which  defines  residen(»  and  ownership,  declares  that  a 
person  shall  not  be  deemed,  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  to  be 
resident  in  a  house  unless  he  is  both  the  occupier  of  and  resident  in 
that  house. 

Clauses  11  to  15  extend  the  Act  to  Scotland  and  Ireland,  and 
prescribe  the  necessary  modification  to  adopt  it  to  Scotch  and  Irish 
law  and  procedure,  registration  of  titles,  etc. 

Solieilorg  Act,  1899  (62  Vict.  c.  4).— Empowers  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls  in  England  and  the  Lord  Chancellor  in  Ireland  to  restore  the 
name  of  any  solicitor  who  has  been  struck  off  the  rolls  or  suspended 
from  practice,  and  who  applies  for  a  fresh  certificate. 

Summary  Jwisdietion  Act,  1899  (62  and  63  Vict.,  c.  22).— This 
Act  amends  the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Act  of  1879  by  providing  that 
the  first  schedule  of  the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Act,  1879,  shall  include 
the  offences  of  obtaining  money  by  false  pretences  and  maliciously 
firing  woods  or  plantations ;  also  that  Section  1 1  of  the  Summary 
Jarisdiction  Act,  1879  (which  gives  power  to  deal  summarily  with 
jonng  persons  by  consent)  shall  extend  to  all  indictable  offences  other 
than  homicide. 

Clause  3  reads  : — Where  a  court  of  summary  jurisdiction  proposes 
to  deal  summarily  in  pursuance  of  this  Act  with  a  charge  of  obtaining 
by  false  pretences  from  any  person  any  chattel,  money,  or  valuable 
security  with  intent  to  defraud,  the  court  shall,  aft«r  the  charge  has 
been  reduced  to  writing  and  read  to  the  person  charged,  state  in  effect 
that  a  false  pretence  means  a  false  representation  bywords,  writing,  or 
conduct  that  some  fact  exists  or  existed,  and  that  a  promise  as  to 
future  conduct  not  intended  to  be  kept  is  not  by  itself  a  false  pretence, 
and  may  add  any  such  further  explanation  as  the  court  may  deem 
suitable  to  the  circumstances. 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  Act  (62  Vict.,  o,  6). — Amends  die 
law  with  respect  to  hearing  of  appeals  and  motions  I^  the  Court  of 
Appeal,  by  empowering  two  judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  to  hear 
and  decide  on  appeals  and  motions,  when  parties  thereto  file  a  consent 
to  the  appeal  so  being  beard  ;  but  in  cases  in  which  infants  or  persons 
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of  unsound  mind  are  parties,  the  person  or  persons  Acting  therefor 
must  obtaia  the  consent  of  a  judge,  or,  in  case  of  a  lunatic,  the  nanctitM) 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor  or  Lords  Justices  sitting  in  lunacy.  If  the 
two  judges  to  whom  appeal  is  made  shall  differ,  the  case  shall,  on  the 
application  of  any  party  to  the  appeal,  be  re-argued  and  det*-rmined  by 
three  judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  before  appeal  to  the  House  of 
Lords. 

Telegraph  Act,  1899  (62  and  63  Vict.,  c.  38).— This  is  an  Act  to 
make  further  provision  for  the  improvement  of  telephonic  commani- 
cation  and  otherwise  with  respect  to  telegraphs. 

Clause  1  authorises  a  grant  of  a  further  £2,000,000  from  the 
Consolidated  Fund  to  the  Postmaster  General,  for  expenditure  as  may 
he  required  according  to  estimates  approved  by  the  Treasury,  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Telegraph  Acts. 

Clause  2  authorises  Borough  and  Urban  Councils,  which  are  licensed 
by  the  Postmaster  General  to  provide  a  system  of  public  telephonic 
communication,  to  defray  the  expense  thereof  out  of  the  borough  Cand 
or  borough  rate,  and  in  case  of  an  urban  district  not  a  borough,  oat  of 
the  general  rate  levied  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  and  to  borrow 
money  for  the  purpose  on  the  security  of  such  rates  ;  and  the  Council 
may,  under  the  Telegraph  Acts,  exercise  ihe  powers  of  their  license 
throughout  the  area  for  which  it  is  granted,  although  part  of  that  area 
may  be  outside  the  borough  or  urban  district.  In  Scotland  similar 
powers  are  conferred  upon  town  councils  or  commissions  of  Royal  or 
parliamentary  burghs,  and  police  burghs  for  urban  districts.  In 
Ireland  expenses  under  such  licences  are  to  be  defrayed  as  expenses 
under  the  Public  Health  (Ireland)  Acts,  1878  to  1896. 

Clause  3  provides  that  where  an  existing  company  have,  before  the 
passing  of  this  Act,  under  licence  from  the  Postmaster  General,  pro- 
vided telephonic  conirannicatioo  in  any  exchange  area,  and  it  b  pro- 
posed to  grant  a  new  licence  to  a  local  authority  or  another  company 
in  the  same  area,  if  the  existing  company  consent  to  its  being  made  a 
condition  of  their  licence  to  show  no  favour  or  preference  to  any 
person  within  the  area,  or  require  any  special  facility  from  ony  person, 
except  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  telephonic  communication,  and 
that  their  charges  shall  not  exceed  the  maximum  or  fall  below  the 
minimum  rates  authorised  by  the  Postmaster  General  within  the  area, 
it  shall  be  a  condition  of  the  grant  of  a  new  licence  that,  where  the 
existing  company  has  incurred  or  contracted  to  incur  material  expen 
diture  in  laying  down  wires,  and  acquired  powers  for  the  purpose  by 
agreement  with  any  local  authority,  its  powers  shall  continue  for  the 
period  specified  in  the  now  licence,  subject  to  the  conditions  of  ita 
existing  agreement  or  any  subsequent  modification  thereof.  Where 
an  existing  company  is  supplying  public  telephonic  communication 
under  license  from  the  Postmaster  General,  a.  new  licence  shall  not  be 
granted  to  any  other  person  or  body  other  than  the  borough  or  urban 
TOuncil,  unless  it  is  shown  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Postmaster 
General  that  the  application  for  the  new  licence  b  approved  by  the 
council  of  the  borough  or  urban  district  within  which  it  is  proposed  to 
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establish  a  telephonic  exchttnge.  An  existing  comftany  is  forbidden, 
after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  without  the  conssnt  of  the  Fosunaster 
Oeneral,  to  open  an  exchange  in  any  area  in  which  they  bad  not 
already  established  an  exchange. 

Clause  4  is  to  the  effect  that  where  a  local  authority  or  a  new 
company,  uader  a  licence  from  the  Postmaster  General,  provides  a 
system  of  public  Mlephooic  communication  in  the  whole  or  any  part 
of  an  exchange  area  in  competition  with  an  existing  company  licensed 
by  the  Postmaster  QeneriU  before  the  passing  of  this  Act,  then,  if  the 
existing  company  consent  to  the  coadilions  aforesaid  against  favour 
or  preference,  and  to  make  their  rates  within  the  maximum  and  mini- 
mum anthorieed  for  the  new  licence,  the  licence  of  the  existing  company 
shall  within  the  whole  of  the  exchange  area  in  qnestioa  be  extended 
and  continue  for  the  period  specified  in  the  new  licence  of  the  local 
authority  or  new  company  for  the  duration  of  such  new  licence,  but, 
except  as  varied  by  this  Act,  the  provisions  of  the  licence  of  the 
existing  company  (including  any  provisions  thereof  for  determination 
on  breach  of  covenant)  shall  remain  in  force. 

TitheRvnt  Charge  (RaUs)  Act  (62  and  63  Vict.,  c.  17).— This  is 
the  Clerical  Tithe  Act,  which  was  passed  through  Parliament  practically 
unaltered. 

The  first  and  principal  Clause  enacbs  that  the  owner  of  tithe-reat 
charge  attached  to  a  benefice  shall  be  liable  to  pay  only  one-half  of  the 
amount  of  any  rate  to  which  this  Act  applies,  which  is  assessed  on  him 
as  owner  of  that  tithe-rent  charge,  and  the  remaining  one-half  shall, 
UD  demand  being  made  by  the  collector  of  the  rate  on  the  surveyor  of 
taxes  for  the  district,  be  paid  by  the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue 
out  o!  the  sums  payable  by  them  to  the  Local  Taxation  Account,  on 
account  of  the  estate  duty  grant. 

The  Act  applies  to  every  rate  as  defined  by  Section  9  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Rates  Act,  1896  (except  any  rate  which  the  owner  of  tithe- 
rent  charge  is  liable,  as  compared  with  the  occupier  of  buildings,  to  be 
assessed  U>  or  to  pay  in  the  proportion  of  one-half  or  less  than  one- 
half),  which  is  made  after  September  15th,  1899,  and  during  the  con- 
tinoanci)  of  the  said  Agricultural  Rates  Act,  1896. 

Onivernty  of  London  Act  (62  and  63  Vict.,  c.  21).— Amends  the 
Act  of  1898  by  including  under  Section  8  the  Royal  Holloway  College 
at  Egham  in  the  same  manner  as  the  South  Eastern  Agricultural  Col- 
lege at  Wye, 

New  Publication. 


The  Government  o/ London  Under  the  London  Oovermntnt  Act,  1889, 
By  J.  Rknwick  Seagbr,  LC.C.  (P,  S.  King  and  Son.)  Price  2s. 
This  is  a  handy  little  volume  which  Ur.  Renwiclc  Seager  has 
written,  not  "  for  tjie  use  of  skilled  persons,"  but  rather  for  "  ordi- 
nary members  nf  the  public."  It  is,  as  we  need  hardly  say,  non- 
political,  but  explanatory,  and  can  safely  be  recommended  to  those 
taking  an  interest  in  London  Qovemment. 
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POINTS    FROM    SPEECHES. 

Kt.  T-  Usbome,  UP.  Oreat  Warley.  Angtut,  1899. 

"  Some  of  you  will,  no  doubt  wish  to  know  why  I  wrote  that 
letter  to  our  Preaidant  stating  tbst  I  do  not  intend  bo  seek 
re-election  to  the  next  Parliament.  ...  I  am  a  veiy  much 
occupied  man  of  buainesa  and  in  the  City,  and  it  is  very  often 
impOBfible  when  I  get  home  to  go  out  after  dinner  to  smoking 
concerts,  which  I  must  say  are  desiisble  in  themselves,  but  at  any 
rate  were  a  little  too  much  for  me." 

From  the  Essex  Coukty  Chkonicle,  Jttgtut  18tt,  1S99. 
Poor  Mr.  Usbome.       The  epitaph  of  his  political  career  appears 

to  be  "It  ended  in  smoke." 


Ur.  Grippa,  Q.O.,  M.F.,  Btroad,  Angnst  12th.  189B. 

"The  reiiort  of  the  majority  of  the  Parlianientary  committee— from 
which  lie  iliMseiited— would  more  correctly  be  described  as  a  highly  artificial 
propo»ial  for  alt«ration  iu  the  conditions  of  outdoor  relief  thui  as  an  old-age 
peusion  xclieme.  Similar  relief  to  that  propoxcd  wai4  already  given  La  xome 
uniumi  under  Poor  Law  guarantees,  and  the  device  of  nUKgesUng  the 
formation  of  a  new  local  authority  which  only  differed  from  the  guaniians 
in  having  a  lens  representative  character  was  a  distinct  demerit.  The 
propuHal  to  fix  a  minimum  amount  of  3s.  wsa  unfortunate,  aud  lie  did  not 
understand  why  the  new  authority  should  be  forced  to  give  this  minimum 
xnni  when  some  xmaller  Bum  would  suflice.  It  had  been  urged  against 
Poor  Law  relief  that  it  necessitateil  inquisitorial  invcstigatioD,  but  the 
diMcretion  which  tlie  report  proposed  to  vest  in  the  new  local  authority 
would  render  similar  inventigatiun  neces-tary  in  applications  for  a  pciuion. 
It  wan  difficult  to  justify  under  the  name  of  a  pension  scheme  thin  cumbrous 
prupcisal  for  alteration  in  the  conditions  of  outdoor  relief,  and  if  a  reform  of 
the  Poor  Law  wan  required,  lot  it  be  carrie<i  out  directly,  and  not  under 
the  cover  of  a  pension  cloak.  There  wan  no  evidence  of  cost  before  the 
conmiittee,  or  of  the  still  more  important  point  as  to  the  ttource  from 
which  the  neceseaiy  funds  could  be  procured.  ....  The  proposal  to 
divide  the  cost  between  the  local  rates  and  the  Imperial  Exchequer  waa 
made  either  to  avoid  facing  the  large  expenditure  and  the  inipositioa  of 
new  taxation,  or  in  the  hope  of  conoiliatmc  the  CliauceDor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, but  it  waa  certainly  wroiiy  in  principle.  Ho  need  liardly  a^ld  that 
no  scheme  could  be  Kaid  to  have  reached  a  practicable  shape  which  did  not 
count  the  cost  or  surest  the  Esources  from  which  the  requisite  funds  could 
be  obtained.  A  fuither  objection  to  the  report  was  the  tendency  which  its 
adoption  would  have  to  weaken  voluntary  efforte  towards  thrift  He  could 
not  give  bis  snpport  to  any  proposal  which  might  tend  to  impair  the  spirit 
of  self-help  which  their  society  had  so  admirably  encouraged.  If  any  real 
step  of  reform  was  to  be  taxen  in  connection  with  old-age  pensions  tliere 
must  be  a  careful  discrimination  between  the  province  of  outdoor  relief  and 
the  province  of  a  pension  scheme.  Ko  one  should  be  entitled  to  a  pension 
who  conld  not  show  that  he  had  made  »"•"-  .~>-i-i«"  f^-  „i.i  .. —  Ut.  i.i= 

From  theTntas,  Aitgtut  Uth,  1699. 
This  indicates  the  line  which  a  good  many  Tories  may  be  expected  to 
take. 
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Tlie  Earl  of  DenUi^  Prinrose  League  Meetdng  at  Soatbam. 

Leamington,  Angtut  16th,  1899. 
"  If  we  wanted  a  break-up  of  the  BritiBh  Empire,  all  we  had  to 
do  was  to  ahoiT  a  weak  front  iu  South  Africa.  It  was  devoutly  to 
be  hoped  that  Preaideut  Eruger  would  see  that  this  country  did 
not  intend  to  gire  way.  Great  Britain  had  to  win  the  next  trick  in 
South  Africa,  whether  it  won  it  bj  diplomtcy  or  other  means. " 

Fnm  the  Times,  Avgust  VJlh,  1S99. 
Does  not  this  very  frank  avowal  resemble  the  worldly  Quaker's 
alleged  advice  to  his  son  :  "  Get  money — honestly,  if  thon  canst,  but 
get  money  "  t 

Sir  J.  Gh>T8t,  U.P.  Kendal,  August  21tli,  1899. 

"  The  kind  of  Government  under  which  they  lived,  a  Parlia- 
mentary Government,  had  this  singular  peculiHrity — that  the 
Government  which  was  the  creation  uf  our  Parliamentary  system 
really  represented  the  people,  not  only  in  their  intereats,  but  in 
their  viri^ues  and  their  failures.  We  had  not  in  Great  Britain  a 
Government  of  experts — as  they  had,  for  instance,  in  Germany — 
who  had  minutely  studied  the  various  branches  of  government,  and 
who,  although  they  acted  for  the  people,  were  in  their  knowledge 
and  in  their  experience  more  instructed  than  the  people  themselves. 
But  we  had  a  Government  which  proceeded  from  the  people,  the 
members  of  which  were  no  better  and  no  worse  than  the  people 
who  gave  them  their  mission,  and  on  whose  behalf  they  acted  ; 
and,  further,  it  followed  that  the  Goveroment  was  really  the 
creation  and  the  out«ome  of  the  people  themselves.  If  the 
Gcvemment  was  strong,  it  was  because  the  people  were  strong  ; 
if  the  Government  was  weak  and  vicious,  it  was  because  the  people 
were  weak  and  vicious.  Therefore,  we  in  thie  country  had  no  right 
to  blame  a  Government,  because  it  was  of  our  own  making,  and  we 
had  the  power  to  change  it  whenever  we  pleased. " 

From  the  Tims,  August  26th,  1899. 
Whatever  reasonableness  there  may  be  in  this  novel  apology  for 
Minist«rial  misdoings  and  shortcomings,  it  is  worth  noting  that  Sir 
John  Gorst  did  not  make  the  discovery  until  he  became  a  Minister 
himself.  We  do  not  remember  that  he,  or  any  of  his  colleagues,  ever 
refrained  from  attacking  a  Liberal  Government  on  the  ground  that 
"we  in  this  country  have  no  right  to  blame  a  Government,  because  it 
was  of  oar  own  making." 


Hr.  T.  Usbome,  31P.  Great  Warier,  August,  1899. 

*'  In  consequence  of  the  manner  in  which  the  money  has  been 
raised  to  make  good  the  deficiency  caused  by  the  {Oterieal  TUht) 
Bill  in  the  rates,  the  borough  ratepayers  will  pay  more  than  their 
clergy  are  excused,  while  in  the  country  diviaions  such  as  this  one, 
the  cleigy  will  be  excused  more  than  the  ratepayers  lose.  .  .  . 
In  both  cases  (the  Sating  Act  and  Clerical  Tithe  Act)  the  deficiency 
has  been  made  up  from  such  sources  that  not  one  single  ratepayer 
will  ever  feel  it  iinleM— and    this    is    important — the  rates  are 


From  the  Essex  Countt  Chronicle,  Aiigutt  18th,  1899. 
These  are  valuable  admissions  from  a  Tory  M.P. 
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Oomnuuiilar Bethell,  MP.  Tnabr Croft, Hall,  Angrut  19tli. isas. 

" Comioander  Bethell,  M.P.,  coogntuUted  the  conipsn;  upon 
the  faot  that  there  had  been  an  Irish  question,  statii^  that  but  for 
that  question  they  might  nerer  have  Iwtd  Mr.  Arthur  Wilson  upon 
the  Conservative  side." 

From  Iht  YoKKBHiBB  Pom,  Augiut  2Ut.  1899. 
Mr.   Arthur  Wilson,  of  Tranby  Croft,  is  brother  of  the    Liberal 

member  for  West  Hull.     At  this  Unionist  picnic  he  is  reported  to 

hare  said  that : — 

"He  had  never  been  much  of  a  politician,  but  he  was  be- 
coming more  so.  As  they  knew,  he  was  once  a  Liberal,  but  be 
became  a  Liberal  Daionist,  and  he  believed  that  he  was  now  very 
nearly  a  Conservative." 

It  is  surely   the  rvduclio  ad  absurdum   of    Unionism  to  regard  tho 

Irish  question  as  having  been  well  worth  all  it  has  cost,  ainoe  it  has 

now  induced  a  gentlemen  who  "  never  had  been  much  of  a  politician  " 

to  think  himself  "  very  nearly  a  Conservative." 


Lord  Selbome.  Petersfleld,  Angnst  21fft,  18S9. 

"If  he  was  not  very  much  mistaken  we  should  see  disestablish- 
ment and  disendowment  placed  very  high,  if  not  occupying  the  first 
place,  in  the  programme  of  the  present  Opposition,  and  tney  must 
remember  that  that  general  election  must  Mka  place  within  two 
years.  Therefore  there  could  be  no  possible  eicuse  for  Church- 
people  not  to  bestir  themselves  at  the  present  time.  His  loidship 
went  on  to  urge  that  the  solitan  enemy  and  fear  was  ignorance.  It 
was  quite  impoasible  for  the  Libemtionists  or  Parliament  or  any 
human  agency  to  destroy,  or  even  seriously  to  injure,  the  Church 
permanently  ;  but  that  did  not  in  the  least  bit  free  them  from  the 
obligation  and  the  duty  which  rested  upon  them  in  relation  to  her 
property.  Nothing  could  be  mor^  cowardly,  more  utterly  false, 
more  untrue  than  the  iden  that  they  ought  not  to  be  prominent  in 
defending  the  property  of  the  Church.  It  was  not  their  pro|>erty, 
they  were  trustees.  It  was  the  trust  of  passing  generations.  There 
was  not  the  shadow  of  a  difference  between  the  shilling  put  iu  the 
offertory  now  and  the  tithe  from  adjoining  land,  the  gifta  of 
dead   Churchmen.      Both   were    the   voluntary   gifts    of    Church- 

From  A*  TniBs,  Augutt  22nd,  1899. 
But  what  of  Dissenting  payers  of  tithe-rent  charge  on  the  produce 
of  land  which  has  been  made  productive  by  their  own  labour  and 
capital  expenditure  T  Is  that  the  voluntary  gift  of  Churchmen  T 
And  what  of  the  £87,000  from  the  Local  Taxation  Account  granted  in 
"aid  "  of  tithe — not,  by  the  way,  the  first  grant  of  public  money  made 
by  Parliament  to  the  clergy  1  Is  there  no  difference  between  that  and 
the  shilling  put  into  the  offertory  I  Inability  to  discern  differences 
which  are  "plain  as  a  pike-staff"  to  ordinary  people  does  not  argue 
anrpassing  clearness  of  vision  on  the  part  of  Church  defenders. 
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Sir  J.  Oast,  U-F.  Esndal,  Ansiut  24th,  1899- 

"  Foreign  afiairs,  which  every  Qavemment  had  to  face,  had  to 
be  conducted  in  accordance  with  the  general  aentiment  of  the 
people,  and  that  general  sentiment  waa  the  profound  desire  for 
peace.  Of  course,  atateBmen  might  succeed  or  fail  in  carrying  out 
the  principles  by  which  they  profensed  to  be  animated,  but  anv  man 
who  took  part  in  the  government  of  this  country  must  place  before 
him  as  the  very  first  British  interest  the  great  interest  of  peace. 
Let  them  look  at  their  Army  and  Navy.  He  remembered  when  the 
condition  of  the  Army  and  Navy  was  a  matter  of  party  conflict.  As 
sure  as  one  party  came  into  office  the  atreugth  of  the  Navy  was 
diminished,  and  wheu  the  other  party  came  into  power  the  strength 
of  the  Navy  was  intureased.    It  was  not  so  now. 

From  the  Times,  Avgvil  25th,  1899. 
But  why  not  apply  the  homily  t  "  It  waa  not  so  now  "  because  the 

present  Opposition  has  set  an  example  of  patriotism,  which  mif;ht  be 

searched  for  in  vain  in  the  annals  of  Conservative  Opposition  in  the 

p«t 


POINTS    FROM   THE   PAPERS. 


Tram  Iht  Spectator,  Augiut  QOlh,  1899. 

"  Apart    from  the  necessity  for  joint  action  with  the  Irish 
members  which  would  be  required  by  the  Liberal  Unionists  if  they 
abandoned  their  present  party,  can  it  be  said  that  the  general  Irish 
poUcy  of  the  Liberals  would  suit  them  1     The  LtbeialB,  as  far  aa 
we  know,  are  not  veiy  anxious  to  reduce  the  over- representation  of 
Ireland  and  to  abolish  that  gross  anomaly  the  illiterat«  vote.      But 
theae  are  matters  on  which  Liberal  Unionists  feel  deeply." 
This  is  from  an  article  deprecating  any  dissolution  of  the  Unioniat 
alliance  because  of  the  economic  heresies  of  Mr.  Chaplin  and  others. 
It  betrays  unconacionsly  the  underlying  motive  of  the  Unionist  move- 
ment for  redistribution.     The  Oovemment  are  being  urged  to  move  in 
thia  matter,  not   because  certain    English   towns  and   boroughs  are 
nnder-represented,  but  because  Unionists  feel  a  strong  desire  to  reduce 
the  "  over-representation  "  of  Ireland,  and  so  make  another  inroad  on 
the  political  rights  accorded  by  the  Act  of  Union.  It  is  doubtless  trae 
that  Liberals  are  "  not  very  anxious  "  to  disfranchise  any  section  of 
the  community  now  possessing  votes. 


JTrvm  tht  Spectator,  Aufftut  26<A,  1899. 

' '  Ht.  Chamberlain  has  of  late  shown  himself  most  prone  to  give 
enoouraBement  to  schemes  for  dero^ting  from  the  great  principle 
apon  which  our  commercial  and  impenal  supremacy  rests — the 
principle  of  a  free  market." 

There  are  spots  on  the  sun.  Even  Mr.  Chamberlain,  as  a  great 
Colonial  Minister  and  exponent  of  Imperialism,  is  not  perfect  in 
Unionist  eyes. 
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GoTemment  Blue  Books  and  Returns- 

CoTTAOB  Homes  for  Special  Report  from  the  Select  CommiUn 

tbeAoedPoob.  oq  the  Cottage  Homes  Bill.  1.261.]  Price  IJd. 
The  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  to  which  Uie 
Cottage  Homes  Bill  was  referred,  took  evidence  from  foortecn 
witnesses,  including  officials  and  representatives  of  County  CovDcils 
and  Boards  of  Guardians,  and  they  unanimously  resolved  to  report  the 
Bill  without  amendment  to  the  House.  The  Committee  received  moeh 
evidence  as  to  the  treatment  of  the  t^^ed  poor  under  the  existing  law. 
They  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  Article  96  of  the  Act  of  1634, 
which  directs  a  classification  of  the  poor  in  workhouses,  has  not 
been  generally  complied  with,  and  the  arrangements  for  the  sick 
in  many  workhouses  seem  to  leave  little  u>  be  desired,  but  the 
evidence  seems  to  show  that,  at  least  in  the  smaller  warkhousea,  much 
might  yet  be  done  towards  sub-dividing  the  classes  of  paupers  "  with 
reference  to  the  moral  character  or  behaviour,  or  the  previous  life  of 
the  inmates."  Tlie  following  are  given  as  illustrations  of  what  has 
been  done  in  some  workhouses : — At  Liverpool  a  house  has  been  set 
apart  for  well-behavfid  old  women.  At  West  Derby,  Portsmouth  and 
Sheffield  cottages  have  been  erected,  in  connection  with  the  workhouse^ 
for  married  couples  and  the  aged  deserving  poor.  At  Fulham  a  wing, 
entirely  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  workhouse,  has  just  been  pro- 
vided for  the  t^|;ed  deservingpoor,  and  provision  of  a  similar  character 
has  been  made  at  Grimsby,  Hull  and  Kensington.  The  Committee  are 
of  opinion  that  it  is  desirable  so  to  classify  the  inmates  of  workhouse^ 
that  the  aged  and  deserving  poor  shall  not  be  forced  to  mix  with  those 
whose  character  or  habits  are  bad  or  disagreeable.  After  quoting  the 
recommendations  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Aged  Poor  (1895)  as  to 
classification  of  aged  male  and  female,  the  Committee  point  out  t^e 
difficulties,  recognised  by  the  Hoyal  Commission,  and  of  which  further 
evidence  was  given,  in  the  way  of  classifying  inmates  by  past 
character  ;  but  they  think  the  time  has  come  for  Guardians  universally 
to  undertake  the  separation  from  the  other  inmates  of  the  workhouse 
of  the  aged  poor  "  who  are  known  to  be  of  good  conduct  and  to  have 
previously  led  moral  and  respectable  lives." 

The  evidence  points  to  the  fact  that  the  number  of  aged  inmates  of 
workhouses  who  can  be  described  as  deserving  is  not  very  large,  and 
the  Committee  think  that  the  necessary  space  for  their  separation 
from  other  inmates  could  easily  be  found,  provided  provisions  were 
nuMle  for  all  children  except  infants  outside  the  workhouse,  and  all 
imbeciles  and  epileptics  were  removed  to  institutions  other  than 
the  workhouse.  They  strongly  pronounce  in  favour  of  these  reforms. 
They  consider  that  separate  institutions  for  imbeciles  and  lunatics 
should  be  provided  by  the  councils  of  counties  and  county  boroughs. 
The  central  authority  they  think  should  be  the  Local  Government 
Board  rather  than  the  Lunacy  Commissioners  and  the  Home  Office. 
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Iq  maay  amooa  separate  proTiaiao  has  been  satiefactorily  made  for 
imbeciles  and  epileptics. 

The  Committee  approve  of  outdoor  relief  to  the  deserving  aged 
poor  who  can  properly  live  outside  the  workhouse,  though  they  trust 
that  the  alterations  they  advocate  may  have  the  effect  of  rendering 
the  workhouse  a  place  to  which  a  poor  person  of  deeervtng  character, 
to  whom  the  care  that  can  only  be  supplied  in  &n  institution  is  a 
necessity,  need  not  hesitat«  to  resort.  But  they  CAunot  approve  of  the 
scale  of  payment  for  outdoor  relief  for  the  aged  poor,  which  is  too 
commonly  considered  sufficient  by  Boards  of  Quardians.  This,  which 
ranges  from  2b.  6d.  to  4a.  weekly,  according  to  age,  they  do  not 
consider  adequate.  A  large  proportion  of  the  aged  poor,  for  whom  the 
workhouse  is  a  practical  necessity,  spend  much  of  their  time  in  the 
infirmary.  Aged  and  deserving  inmates,  while  they  are  not  in  the 
infirmary,  should  be  treated  as  a  special  class,  and  receive  special 
treatment  and  privileges.  They  agree  in  the  main  with  the  recom- 
mendations made  on  thb  bead  by  the  Assistant-Secretary  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  of  which  the  following  are  the  principal : — 

(1)  Day-rooms  for  aged  and  deserving  poor  apart  from  other  in- 
mates, with  liberty  to  use  the  ordinary  wards  provided  for  their  class. 

(2)  To  be  allowed  to  have  their  meals  in  the  special  day-rooms 
instead  of  the  dining-hall. 

(3)  Separate  sleeping  wards  petitioned  off  into  cubicles. 

(4)  A  locker  for  each  aged  and  deserving  inmate. 

(5)  Greater  liberty,  such  as  a  day's  leave  of  absence  per  week,  and 
two  or  three  hours'  absence  every  afternoon. 

(6)  Visits  of  friends  to  be  allowed  at  any  reasonable  time,  any  day. 

(7)  A  later  hour  of  rising  to  be  allowed. 

(8)  Tobacco,  aaxxfi,  and  dry  tea  and  sugar  to  be  given  as  a  matter 
of  course. 

(9)  Rations  for  tea  weekly  or  bi-weekly,  and  the  aged  and  deserving 
poor  to  be  allowed  to  prepare  tea  for  themselves  in  the  special  day- 
room. 

(10)  As  an  alternative  plan  to  1,  3,  and  3  of  the  above,  rows  of 
nngle  room  cottages  to  be  provided  on  the  workhouse  premises,  to  be 
administered  as  regards  stores,  attendance,  cooking,  etc.,  as  part  of  the 
workhouse. 

The  essential  point  seems  to  the  Comntittee  to  be  that  such 
arrangements  should  be  made  that  an  aged  and  deserving  person  should 
not  be  obliged  to  associate  in  any  way  with  inmates  of  the  workhouse 
not  belonging  to  the  same  class. 

The  Committee  think  it  desirable  that  the  term  "  aged "  sbould 
receive  some  accurate  definition,  but  that  some  latitude  should  be 
allowed  to  the  Guardians  that  tbey  may  not  be  precluded  from 
admitting  to  the  class  of  deserving  age  a  pauper  who  may  not  have 
reached  sixty-five.  To  obtain  more  accurate  judgment  as  to  the 
character  of  applicants  they  recommend  much  closer  investigation  of 
their  history  and  circumstances  than  is  now  usual.  They  recommend 
for  this  purpose,  as  also  with  a  view  to  securing  uniformity  and  con- 
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tinnity  of  action,  that  a  special  committee  should  be  formed  by  each 
Board  of  Gaardianti  for  the  express  purpose  of  dealing  with  the  aged 
poor  chargeable  to  the  anion,  and  inquiring  into  the  applications  for 
relief  made  by  the  aged.  Assistance  in  making  the  necesMty 
inquiries  could  probably,  in  many  cases,  be  obtained  from  properly 
constituted  charitable  agencies,  which  exist  in  various  places. 

On  the  sabject  of  cottnge  homes  in  connection  with  workhouses 
the  Committee  remark  as  follows  : — 

"  In  their  suggestions  for  the  formation  of  a  special  class  of  the 
aged  and  deserving  poor  in  workhouses,  your  Committee  have  had 
chiefly  in  mind  the  cases  of  the  smaller  workhouses  in  country  districts 
where  it  is  desirable  to  obtain  the  essential  separation  with  the  mini- 
mum of  structural  alteration.  Your  Committee  are,  however,  im- 
pressed with  the  advantages  of  providing  separate  cottage  homes  under 
the  control  of  the  Guardians,  which  may  be  used  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  deserving  aged  poor  persons  as  has  been  done  at  Sheffield  and 
elsewhere.  Among  the  advantages  which  attach  to  the  provision  at 
fuch  cottages  may  be  mentioned  that  they  aSbrd  ready  means  for  the 
accommodation  of  married  couples  who  cannot  be  compelled  to  live 
apart.  As  the  law  stands  where  either  of  a  married  couple  is  infirm, 
sick,  or  disabled  by  injury,  or  above  sixty  years  of  age,  the 
Ouardiana  may  permit  them  to  live  together,  and  where  both  are  above 
sixty,  they  cannot  be  compelled  to  live  apart.  Your  Ccmimittee 
believe  that  there  is  still  considerable  misapprehension  on  this  point, 
and  they  think  it  probable  that  aged  paupers  are  often  not  aware  that 
admission  to  a  workhouse  does  not  involve  separation  from  their  hue- 
band  or  wife.  Your  Committee  think  it  very  desirable  that  the  neces- 
sary accommodation  should  be  obviously  available,  and  should  not 
merely  teke  the  form  of  a  room,  which  may,  if  a  married  couple  are 
importunate,  be  converted  to  the  purpose  of  providing  accommodation 
for  them." 

The  Committee  add  the  following  summarised  recommendations  : — 

1.  That  it  is  desirable  so  to  classify  the  inmates  of  workhouses 
that  the  aged  and  respectable  poor  shall  not  be  forced  to  mix  wiUi 
those  whose  character  or  habits  are  bad  or  disi^p^eabte. 

2.  That  in  order  to  make  room  for  proper  classification  all  children, 
other  than  infants,  be  provided  for  outside  and  apart  from  the  work- 
house premises. 

3.  That  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the  County  Councils  to  provide 
suitable  accommodation  in  separate  institutions  for  the  proper  treat- 
ment of  all  pauper  imbeciles  and  epileptics. 

4.  That  the  aged  and  deserving  poor,  so  far  as  it  is  possible,  should 
receive  adequate  outdoor  relief,  and  that  where  they  are  in  the  work- 
house they  should  constitute  a  special  class  and  receive  special  treat- 
ment and  privil^fea. 

6.  That  Ouardians  should  provide  special  cottage  homes  within 
the  unions,  or  other  suitable  accommodation  for  married  couples  and 
respectable  old  persons  whose  poverty  is  not  their  own  fault  but  the 
result  of  misfortune. 
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Correspondence  Relating  to  the  Status  of 

Tbs  Traxsvaal.       the    South    African     R«public.       [C— 9507.] 
Price  3Jd. 

South  African  Republic.  Further  Correspondence  Relating  to 
Proposed  Political  Reforms.     [C— il516.]     Price  8d. 

These  two  important  Pariiamentary  papers  contain  the  despatches 
in  continnatioa  of  those  published  in  the  previous  papera  respectively 
[G — 3721]  issued  in  February  of  last  year  and  [C— 9415]  issued  in 
July,  1899. 

The  QuESTios  op  the  Suzeraixtt. 

The  first  Parliamentary  Paper,  issued  August  23rd,  contains  the 
correspondence  relsting  to  the  status  of  the  South  African  Republic. 
It  covers  a  period  between  March  ISth,  1898,  and  July  13th,  1S99, 
when  Mr.  Chamberlain  closed  the  controversy  by  a  despatch  to  Sir 
Alfred  Milner.  The  discussion  turned  upon  the  relation  between  the 
two  Conventions  of  1881  and  1884,  the  Government  of  the  South 
African  Republic  maintaining  that  the  "suzerainty "  named  in  the 
former  Convention  was  abandoned  in  the  latter,  Mr.  Chamberlain,  on 
the  contrary,  maintaining  that  the  stipulations  of  the  Convention  of 
1881  with  regard  to  suzerainty  still  remain  in  force.  The  first  letter 
is  from  the  Rev.  D.  P.  Faure  to  Mr.  Chamberlain.  Mr.  Faure  accom* 
panied  the  Roer  deputation  of  1883  as  Lord  Derby's  interpreter,  and 
he  gives  his  impression  of  the  meaning  of  the  resulting  Convention 
with  regard  to  the  question  of  suzerainty.      Mr.  Faure  says  : — 

"  Of  these  conferences  with  the  deputation  there  prdbnbly  will  be  no 
record  in  your  office,  for  no  notes  were  taken,  and  aU  the  representatives  of 
the  Colonial  Office  who  took  part  in  these  conferences  or  conversations  have 
since  departed  this  life.  President  Kruger,  one  of  his  colleagues,  and  hia 
secretary  are  still  alive,  but  they  are  interested  parties.  I  therefore  thought 
it  right  that  1,  as  the  only  surviving  disinterested  witness,  by  no  means 
prejudiced  in  favour  of  the  South  African  Republic,  as  is  well  known  here, 
shoidd,  in  the  interests  of  truth  and  justice,  offer  m;  testimony,  and  this 
testimony  is  that  it  was  clearly  understood  and  agreed  by  both  contracting 
parties  that  her  Majesty's  suzerainty  should  be  abolished,  except  to  the 
extent  defined  in  Article  IV.  of  the  Convention  of  London,  subsequently 
signed.  And  the  Transvaal  deputation  left  London  completely  satisfied  witJi 
the  result  of  their  mission,  except  with  regard  to  the  new  boundary  line." 
A  copy  of  this  letter  was  sent  by  Mr.  Chamberlain  to  Sir  R,  G,  W. 
Herbert,  who  wrote  : — 

"  Hy  recollection  of  the  transactions  to  which  Mr.  Faure  refers,  and 
more  particularly  of  the  conditions  under  which  the  Elarl  of  Derby  and  her 
Majesty's  Goverument  advised  the  Queen  to  modify  the  Convention  of 
Pretoria,  is  in  some  material  respects  not  in  accordance  with  that  of  Mr. 
Faure." 

After  replying  to   the   letter   pai-agraph    by   paragraph.    Sir  R.  G. 
Herbert  says  :— 

"  In  conclusion,  then,  1  have  the  honour  to  state  that  I  feel  compelled 
to  differ  from  Mr.  Faure's  view,  as  given  in  paragraph  4  of  his  letter,  that 
'it  was  clearly  understood  and  agreed  by  both  parties  that  her  Majesty's 
suzerain^  should  be  abolished  except  to  the  extent  defined  in  Article  iV. 
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of  the  Convention  of  London.'  Her  M&jestf's  Qovemment  expresalj' 
declined  tu  subatitute  a  treaty  for  the  Convention  in  which  the  Queen  u 
suzerain  has  graated  certain  powars  uf  Helf-govemment  to  the  l^nsva^ 
State,  and  accordingly  the  Convention  of  Pretoria  was  not  rupeakd.  in  order 
to  preserve  that  part  of  it  which  decWed  the  auserainty  ;  but  freah  articlM 
were  framed,  in  order  to  give  the  South  African  Republic  larger  powers  of 
internal  sdrninietration,  and  in  order  to  coniply  with  the  request  of  the 
Republic  for  greater  facilities  in  initiating  negotiations  and  agreements  with 
foreign  nations." 

Then  follows  a  letter  from  Sir  Alfred  Milner  to  Mr.  Chamberlain, 
enclosing  a  note  from  Dr.  I.eyds,  Secretary  of  Stat«  of  the  South 
African  Republic.     Sir  Alfred  writes  : — 

"  The  note  argues  at  enorraous  length  that  the  term  'suzerainty '  is  not 
applicable  to  the  relntion^hip  existing  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Soudi 
African  Republic.  I  am  unable  myself  to  see  anything  very  material  in  this 
oontroverey.  Both  parties  agree  that  the  Convention  of  1884  determine* 
their  mutual  relations,  and  the  Government  of  the  South  African  Republic 
has  repeatedly  declared  its  intention  of  abidii^  by  the  terms  of  that 
Convention.  Unfortunately  it  interprets  the  principal  clauses  in  the 
Convention  in  a  manner  quite  diflerent  from  that  in  which  her  Majesty's 
Government  interprets  them.  What  the  right  interpretation  of  these 
clauses  is  seems  to  me  a  matter  of  moment.  Whether  the  relationship 
created  by  them  is  properly  described  as  '  suzerainty  '  is  not,  in  my  opinion, 
of  much  importance.  It  is  a  question  of  etymologiatl  rather  than  of  poIitioU 
interest. 

"Apart  from  the  controversy  over  the  word  'suzerainty '  the  despatch 
contains  little  except  a  renewed  plea  that  differences  as  to  the  meaning  of 
the  Convention  should  be  referred  to  arbitration.  For  my  own  part  I  am 
satisBed  that  it  would  be  a  grave  error  of  policy  for  her  Majsacy's  Govern- 
ment to  submit  these  differences  to  the  arbitration  of  any  Foreign  Power." 
Dr.  Leyds'a  note  is  largely  historical.  Here  ia  an  important  passage 
from  it : — 

"The  description  of  the  Convention  of  London  as  a  'gnnt'  of  self- 
government  ti>  the  South  African  Republic  by  her  Britannic  Majeety,  cannot, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  Government,  be  juatifisd. 

"  liie  present  independence  of  the  South  African  Republic  derivee  its 
fonnal  acknowledgment  by  the  British  Crown — in  no  sense,  however,  its 
real  origin— from  an  international  agreement,  acknowledged  as  being  equally 
binding  on  both  parties. 

"  ^  the  Secretary  of  State  so  clearly  stated  in  his  despatch  of  March  6tli, 

1897,  the  provisions  of  the  Convention  which  are  mutually  binding  on  both 
Qovemnicnts  cannot  be  altered  by  either  for  its  own  convenience  in  the 
slightest  detail  without  the  previous  consent  of  the  other. 

"Even  from  a  super6cial  perusal  of  the  Convention  it  is  manifest  that 
the  origin  is  bilateral ;  the  consent  of  the  South  African  Republic  being  as 
essenti^  a  condition  as  the  consent  of  her  Britannic  Majesty.  The  whole 
sense  and  contents  bear  this  out. 

"Obligations  are  undertaken  thereby  on  the  part  of  her    Britannic 
Majesty  aa  well  as  on  that  of  the  South  African  Republic." 
To  this  lengthy  despatch  Mr.   Chamberlain  replies  in  a  despatch  to 
Sir  W.  F.  Butler  (Acting  High  Commissioner),  dated  December  6th, 

1898.  Two  paragraphs  are  aa  follows  :— 

"The  Arttclea  of  the  Convention  of  1884  substituted  a  fresh  definition 
for  the  former  one.     The  preamble  of  the  Convention  of  1881,  the  baais  on 
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^hioh  thwe  definitiona  rested,  remained  uhehanfced.  If  thai  preamble  had 
been  repealed,  not  only  would  the  reservation  of  euzeraint;  on  the  part  of 
liar  Majesty  havd  been  repealed,  but  also  the  K^ant  of  internal  independenee 
to  the  iuhabituntH  of  the  South  African  Republic.  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment observe  that  Dr.  Leyds  asserts  that  that  internal  independence  in  no 
sense  derived  its  real  origin  from  the  preamble  of  the  Convention  of  1881. 
In  this,  however,  he  is  in  error.  The  grant  of  internal  independence  and 
the  reservation  of  suzerainty  alike  have  their  aule  constitutional  origin  in 
that  preamble. 

"In  this  connection  and  with  reference  to  the  conclusion  of  paragraph 
13  of  Dr.  Leyds'a  note.  I  am  constrained  to  point  out  that,  in  Lord  Derby's 
draft  the  whole  of  the  Pretoria  Convention  was  net  forth,  and  that  the 
words  crossed  out  on  the  last  page  were,  '  under  which  Kelt- government  has 
been  restored  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Transvaal  territory  subject  to  the 
suzerainty,  etc.'  If  the  admissioa  of  these  words  is  alleged  te  involve  the 
superceasion  of  the  suzerainty,  it  must  also,  by  parity  of  reasoning,  be 
assumed  te  have  abolished  at  the  same  time  the  right  of  self-government 
conceded  by  her  Majesty  to  the  South  African  Republic  in  the  same 
Rentenoe.  If  Dr.  Leyds's  argument  is  sound,  the  one  consequence  follows 
as  inevitably  as  the  other.  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  e'jually  unable 
to  admit  the  validity  of  the  aigument  or  its  consequences." 
The  next  despatch  is  from  Sir  A.  Milner,  dated  May  17th,  and 
transmits  the  reply  of  Mr.  F.  W.  Reitz,  State  Secretary  of  the 
Republic,  to  the  above,  with  the  High  Commiasioner's  observations 
thereon.     Sir  A.  Milner  says  : — 

"This  reply  appears  to  mo  to  go  further  than  any  of  the  previous 
statements  of  the  point  of  view  of  the  Government  of  the  South 
African  Republic.  There  is  evidently  a  complete  conflict  between  the  con- 
ception of  the  position  of  the  South  African  Republic  expressed  in  paragraph 
4  of  your  despatch  of  December  16th,  and  that  expressed  in  paragraphs  3 
and  4  of  the  State  Secretary's  reply  to  it.  The  State  Secretary  not  only 
says  that  '  no  suzerainty  exists '  —the  question  whether  the  present  position 
of  her  Majesty's  Government  towards  the  South  African  Republic  is  properly 
described  hb  *  suzerainty '  is  to  my  mind  a  question  of  the  interpretation  of 
a  v^;ue  word — but  he  goes  on  to  say  that  '  the  now  existing  right  of 
absolute  aelf-government  of  tliis  Republic  is  not  derived  from  either  the 
Convention  of  1881  or  that  of  1884,  but  simply  and  solely  follows  from  the 
inherent  right  of  ihe  Republic  as  a  sovereign  international  State.'  This 
proposition  appears  to  me  more  important  than  the  denial  of  the  correctness 
of  the  term  'suzerainty.'  But  it  is  a  proposition  which,  in  my  opinion,  ia 
historically  and  logically  quite  untenable.  At  the  time  of  the  Convention 
of  1881,  the  Transvaal  was  undoubtedly  part  of  her  Majesty's  dominiona 
and  both  the  representatives  who  signed  and  the  Volksraad  which  ratified 
this  Convention  recc^nised  that  position  when  they  accepted  self-government 
subject  to  certain  conditions  from  Commisaionera  appointed  fay  her  Majesty 
'  for  the  settlement  of  the  Transvaal  territery.'  " 
The  following  is  the  "  new  claim  "  made  by  the  States  Secretary  : — 

"  Inasmuch  as  the  Convention  of  1881  was  entirely  abrogated  and  super- 
seded by  that  of  1884,  in  which  alone  certain  limited  and  specified  rights 
were  guaranteed  to  Great  Britain  without  there  being  further  mention  of 
any  self-government  belonging  to  this  Republic,  it  follows  of  itself  that  the 
now  existing  right  of  absolute  self-government  of  this  Republic  is  not 
derived  from  either  the  Convention  of  1881  or  that  of  1884,  but  simply  and 
solely  follows  from  the  inherent  right  of  this  Republic  as  a  sovere^  inter- 
national State." 
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The  last  despatch  is  from  Mr.  Chamberlain  to  Sir  A.  Milner, 
dated  July  1 3th.  After  some  introductory  historical  matter  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Reitz's  veraioti  of  the  origin  of  Transvaal  independence,  Mr. 
Chamberlain  concludes  thus  : — 

"  Lastly,  as  the  GoTemraeat  of  the  Republic  appeal  to   Lord   Derby's 

BTBunal  viewH,  they  may  be  referred  to  a  staleraent  made  by  him  io  the 
}tue  of  Lords  on  the  17th  of  March.  1884,  that  is,  immediateh^  after  the 
conclusion  of  the  London  Convention,  which  is  reported  in  Haoaard  as 
follows : — 

"*Then  the  noble  Earl  (Earl  Cadogan)  said  that  the  object  of  the 
Convention  had  been  to  abolish  the  suzerainty  of  the  British  Crown.  The 
word  ttixerainty  is  a  very  vogue  word,  and  1  do  not  think  it  is  capable  of 
any  precise  legal  definition.  Whatever  we  may  understand  by  it,  I  think 
it  is  not  very  easy  to  define.  But  I  apprehend,  whether  you  call  it  a 
protectorate,  or  a  suzerainty,  or  the  recotpiition  of  England  as  a  paramount 
power,  the  fnct  is  that  a  certain  controlling  power  is  retained  when  the  State 
which  exercises  this  suzerainty  has  a  right  to  veto  any  ncKotiatioas  into 
which  the  dependent  State  may  enter  with  foreign  Powers.  Whatever 
suzerainty  meant  in  the  Convention  of  Pretoria,  the  condition  of  things 
which  it  implied  still  remains  ;  although  the  word  is  not  actually  employed, 
we  have  kept  the  substance.  We  have  abstained  from  using  the  word 
because  it  was  not  capable  of  legal  definition,  and  because  it  seemed  to  be  a 
word  which  was  likely  to  le^  to  misconception  and  misunderstanding.'  " 
Thk  Oqtlander  Franchise  Question. 

The  principal  despatches  in  the  Blue  Book  relating  to  the  proposed 
political  refoi'ins  in  the  Tran.svnal,  deal  with  the  Transvaal  Govem- 
nient's  request  for  arbitration  and  with  Mr.  Chamberlain's  suggestion 
for  a  joint  inquiry,  which  was  conveyed  to  Sir  Alfred  Milner  in  a 
telegram  dated  the  27th  July.  No  information  is  given  as  to  the 
views  of  the  Transvaal  authorities  in  reference  to  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary's suggestion,  the  latest  message  published  from  Sir  Alfred  Milner 
on  that  subject  bearing  date  August  ^th. 

The  Blue  Book  opens  with  a  despatch  from  Sir  Alfred  Milner. 
dated  June  14th,  in  which  his  Excellency  encloses  the  Transvaal 
Government's  proposals  for  arbitration  aa  to  the  varying  interpretation 
of  the  London  Convention  on  the  matter,  with  his  comments  thereon. 
In  making  these  proposals,  issued  from  the  "  Ministry  for  Foreign 
Affaire,  Pretoria,"  on  June  9th,  Mr.  Reitz,  the  State  Secretary, 
stated  that  his  Covemmcnt  was  acting  under  the  conviction  that  it  is 
"the  desire  of  her  Majesty's  Government  to  advance  the  peaceful 
development  of  South  Africa,  and  because  it  was  apparent  to  it  at  the 
recent  conference  at  Bloemfontein  that  his  Excellency  the  High 
Commissioner  also  is  personally  in  favour  of  removing  difficulties 
between  this  Government  and  her  Majesty's  Government  by  arbitra- 
tion " — e,  statement  which  Sir  Alfred  Milner  in  his  despatch  described 
ae  "  far  too  absolute."  The  suggested  personnel  of  the  tribunal  which 
the  Transvaal  Government  proposed  should  consider  all  future 
differences  between  the  two  Governments  arising  out  of  varying  inter- 
pretation of  the  London  Convention  was  as  follows  : 

(1)  An  arbitrator  nominated  by  the  Transvaal  Government. 

(3)  An  arbitrator  nominated  by  her  Majesty's  Ooveniment. 
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(3)  A  third  person  agreed  oa  by  the  two  first-named  arbitrators, 
who  ahould  act  as  president  of  the  tribunal,  this  person  not  to  be  the 
subject  of  one  of  the  arbitrating  parties. 

Failing  E^;reement  upon  this  point  the  two  Governments  would 
together  name  a  president,  the  decision  in  every  case  taking  place  by 
a  majority  of  votes. 

"  Matters  or  differencee  of  trifling  importance  "  were,  however,  to  be 
submitted  to  arbitration,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  each  party  would 
have  the  right  to  reserve  and  exclude  points  which  "  appear  to  it  to 
be  too  important  to  be  submitted  to  arbitration,  provided  that  thereby 
the  principle  itself  of  arbitration  be  not  frustrated." 

lu  forwarding  these  proposals  to  Mr.  Chamberlain,  Sir  Alfred 
Milner  observes  that  whatever  personal  opinion  he  might  have  ex- 
pressed favourable  to  the  principle  of  arbitration  in  no  way  constrained 
him  to  look  with  favour  on  the  proposal  under  consideration.  On  the 
contrary,  if  he  were  to  advocate  its  acceptance,  he  would  be  acting  in 
a  manner  entirely  inconsistent  with  the  position  he  took  up  at 
Bloemfontein. 

"The  contention  is  that  the  atmosphere  in  which  that  (the  arbitration 
pmposal)  or  any  other  concession  to  the  Government  of  the  South  African 
Republic  can  be  considered  has  yet  to  be  created.  Redress  of  grievances  of 
her  Majesty's  subjects  in  the  South  African  Republic  stands  at  the  bead  of 
the  programme,  and  nothing  else  can  be  considered  till  that  matter  ia  out  of 
the  way.  Apart  from  that  I  consider  the  particular  scheme  an  abeolutely 
unacceptable  one  on  its  merits.  It  is  a  mere  skeleton  of  a  scheme,  and 
leaves  so  much  undefined  that  I  believe  it  would  raiae  more  questions  than  it 
solved.  Who  is  to  say  what  is  trifling  and  what  is  important  ?  According 
to  President  Kruger,  no  doubt  all  our  complaints  are  trifling.  I  cannot  see 
the  smallest  reason  why  her  Majesty's  Government  should  not  at  once  reject 
this  particular  proposal,  and  I  advise  that  this  course  should  be  adopted. 
The  scheme  is  unworkable,  but  more  than  this,  it  does  not  esclude  that 
foreign  interference  between  her  Majesty's  Government  and  the  South 
African  Republic,  which  her  Majesty's  (lovemment  have  always  declared, 
and  which  I  repeatedly  declared  at  Bloemfontein,  that  they  would  never 
admit.  It  is  evident  thnt  the  third  person  will  virtually  decide  everything, 
and  it  is  provided  that  he  shall  '  not  he  a  subject  of  one  of  the  arbitrating 
narties,'  but  a  foreigner.  On  this  ground  alone  I  feel  sure  that  her 
Majesty's  Government  will  not  accept  the  proposal.  For  every  reason  I 
think  it  is  desirable  that  it  should  promptly  intimate  its  total  inability  to 
entertain  it." 

The  views  of  Mr.  Chamberlain  on  the  arbitration  question  are 
contained  in  a  lengthy  despatch  addressed  by  him  to  Sii-  Alfred  Milner 
on  July  27th,  and  in  which  the  Colonial  Secretary  expresses  his 
accord  with  the  views  of  the  High  Commissioner  on  the  question. 
Mr.  Chamberlain  passed  in  review  the  general  situation  which  has 
arisen  as  a  consequence  of  the  treatment  of  the  Outlanders  :  — 

"  Her  Majesty's  Government  authorised  you  to  meet  the  President 
in  the  hope  that  you  might  arrive  at  an  arrangement  which  they 
conld  accept  as  a  reasonable  concession  to  the  just  demands  of  the 
Outlanders.  .  .  .  Her  Majesty's  Government  agreed  that  the  indirect 
consequences  of  the  strained  relations  are  even  more  serious  than  the  results 
of  particular  acts  of  legislation  or  administration,  but  they  most  point  out 
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that  this  deplor&ble  initation  is  priiDarily  due  to  the  fact  that  in  Sooth 
Africa  the  Government  of  the  South  African  Republic  alone  has  deliberately 
placed  one  of  two  white  racea  in  a  position  of  political  inferiority,  and  had 
adopted  a  policy  of  isolation  in  its  internal  concerns,  which  has  been 
admitted  by  the  present  Prime  Minister  of  Cape  Colony  to  be  a  aource  of 
danj^er  to  South  Africa  at  large." 

"  The  CoiiTetitions  were  granted  in  the  full  expectation  that,  according  b> 
a  ciitogorical  assurance  by  the  Boer  leaders  in  the  nexotiatioos  prelimiou; 
to  the  Convention  of  1881.  equality  of  treatment  could  be  maintained.  In 
apite  of  these  positive  aasurancea  all  the  laws  which  have  caused  the 
orievanceB,  and  all  the  restrictions  as  to  franchise  and  individual  liberty, 
have  been  brought  into  force  subsequBntly  to  the  Convention  of  Pretoria  or 
London.  Not  only  has  the  letter  of  the  Convention  of  1884  been  repeahidly 
broken,  but  the  whole  spirit  has  been  disregarded  by  this  complete  revetnd 
of  the  condition  of  equality  between  the  white  inhabitants. 

The  responsibility  of  her  Atajesty'ii  Oovemment  is  further  increased  1^ 
the  fact  that  it  was  at  the  request  of  the  Hizh  Commissioner  that  the  people 
of  Johannesburg  permitted  themselves  to  l>e  disarmed  in  January,  1^16. 
Tha  High  Commissioner's  request  was  :nade  after  the  issue  by  the  I^esident 
of  the  South  African  Republic  of  the  proclamation  of  December  30th. 
Unfortunately  the  asHurances  conveyed  in  this  proclamation  have  not  been 
better  observed  than  the  assurance  of  1881.  Her  Majesty's  Government 
believed  that  the  acceptance  of  the  invitation  to  B)oemfont«in  was  an  indica- 
tion of  the  Government  of  the  South  African  Republic  being  prepared  t« 
make  adequate  proposals.  But  the  proposals  actually  made  during  the 
course  of  the  proceedings  were  not  such  as  could  in  any  way  be  accepted  aa 
meeting  the  case.  .  .  .  Since  conference  new  pioposals  were  submitted 
to  the  Volksraad  in  the  draft  of  an  Act  officially  communicated  to  thd  British 
Agent,  July  12th.  This  draft  was  an  advance  on  the  President's  earlier 
proposals,  but  after  moat  careful  examination  her  Majesty's  Government 
reluctantly  came  to  the  conclusion  that  they  could  not  regard  the  new  scheme 
as  affording  any  basis  for  the  settlement  of  the  question,  or  as  one  which 
would  give  an  immediate  and  reasonable  share  of  political  representation." 

At  the  same  time  Mr.  Chamberlain  expressed  satisfaction  that, 
although  the  Bloemfontein  Conference  had  failed,  later  franchise  pro- 
posals showed  an  advance  on  previous  concessions.  There  remained, 
however,  to  be  settled  points  of  great  importance,  which  involved 
complicated  details  and  questions  of  a  technical  nature.  Her  Majesty's 
Government  were  inclined  to  think  the  most  convenient  way  of  dealing 
with  thein  would  be  that  they  should  first  of  all  be  discussed  by 
delegates  appointed  by  Sir  Alfred  Milner  and  by  the  Government  of 
the  South  African  Kepnblic,  who  should  report  the  result  of  the 
consultation,  and  submit  their  recommendations  to  their  respective 
Governments.  If  satisfactory  agreement  on  these  points  could  be 
reached  in  such  a  way  and  placed  on  record,  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment were  of  opinion  thai  it  should  be  accepted  by  the  Outlanders. 
Dealing  with  the  suggestion  for  arbitration,  Mr.  Chamberlain  declares 
that  under  no  circumstances  whatever  can  they  admit  the  intervention 
of  any  foreign  Power,  or  any  foreign  element  (in  the  shape  of  an 
arbitrator)  into  the  controversy.  But  recO);nising  the  difficulty  of 
interpretation  of  the  Convention  in  detail — 

"It,  therefore,  the  President  is  prepared  to  agree  to  the  exclusion  of 
any    foreign  element   in   the   settlement  of   such   disputes,   her   Hajeaty's 
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Oovemment  would  be  willing  to  conBider  how  for,  nad  by  what  methods, 
such  questiuna  of  interpreUtious  as  have  bean  above  alluded  to  could  be 
decided  by  some  judicial  authority  whose  indepondeuce,  impartiality,  and 
capacity  would  be  beyond  and  above  all  Huspicion." 

Mr.  Chamberlain  then  sugj^ta  another  conference  between  Sir 
Alfred  Milner  and  President  Kruger  for  the  discussion  of  various 
mattera,  including  the  arbitration  suggestion. 

On  July  31st  Mr.  Chamberlain  sent  Sir  Alfred  Milner  a  telegmm 
autliorising  him  to  invite  President  Kruger  to  appoint  delegates  to 
the  joint  inquiry  suggested  in  the  despatch  of  the  27th,  a  summary  of 
which  had  been  cabled  to  the  High  Commissioner  on  the  same  day. 
The  delegates  were— 

"To  discuss  with  ours  the  questions  whether  the  reforms  which  the 
Volkaraad  has  psssed  will  give  immediate  and  xubstantial  lepreeentation  of 
Ontlanders,  and,  if  not,  what  additions  and  alterations  will  be  necessary  iu 
order  to  secure  this  result.  If  the  invitation  is  accepted,  our  delegat«s 
would  not  be  precluded  from  TaisiDg  any  point  calculated  to  improve  the 
measure,  and  you  will  instruct  them  to  uress  for  an  early  report,  which, 
on  the  points  mentioned,  ought  not  to  be  oifficult." 

Telegraphing  to  Sir  Alfred  Milner  ag»in  on  the  following  day  Mr. 
ChamberUin  pointed  out  that  the  proposed  joint  inquiry  must  be 
confined  to  the  question  of  the  political  representation  of  Outlanders, 
but  that  after  the  conclusion  of  the  inquiry  the  High  Commissioner 
might  discuss  with  the  Transvaal  President,  not  only  the  report  of  the 
inquiry  and  the  franchise  question,  but  other  matters  as  well,  including 
arbitration  without  the  introduction  of  the  foreign  element. 

Mr.  Conyngham  Greene,  the  British  Agent  at  Pretoria,  communi- 
cated to  the  Transvaal  Government  the  invitation  from  Mr,  Chamber- 
laiB,  together  with  an  expression  of  Sir  Alfred  Milner's  personal  hope 
that  it  would  be  accepted.  On  August  4th  the  High  Commissioner 
informed  Mr.  Chamberlain  that  the  Stat«  Secretary  had  asked  for 
information  on  two  points  connected  with  the  invitation,  and  with  the 
assurance  cabled  by  Mr.  Chamberlain,  on  August  5th,  that  the  answer 
given  Mr.  Reitz  by  the  British  Agent  at  Pretoria  on  the  points  in 
question  was  correct,  the  allusions  contained  in  the  Blue  Book  to  the 
later  negotiations  between  the  two  Government*  ore  brought  to  a  close. 
Reference  is  made  in  one  of  Sir  Alfred  Milner's  despatches  to  Mr. 
Chamberlain,  to  the  allegation  made  gainst  Mr.  Schretner,  the 
Premier  of  Cape  Colony,  that  he  had  telegraphed  to  the  Transvaal 
Oovemment  advising  them  to  make  no  farther  concessions.  Sir  Alfred 
Milner,  in  a  telegram  to  Mr.  Chamberlain,  on  July  33rd,  said  : — 

"  This  the  Prime  Minister  has  publicly  denied,  and  he  has  shown  me  a 
copy  of  a  confidential  telegram,  of  which  a  ^rblad  verajun  leaked  out  and 
caused  the  rumour.  The  messwe  in  its  purport  is  quite  different  from  what 
has  been  alleged,  and  I  promised  him  that  I  would  let  you  know  chat  I  was 
satisfled  the  rumour  was  a  false  one." 

The  remaining  communications  appearing  in  the  volume  refer, 
among  other  matters,  to  the  presentation  of  petitions  for  the  redress 
of  the  Outlanders'  grievances,  to  various  resolutions  passed  by  the 
Ontlanders  Council,  the  Afrikander  Bond,  and  other  organisations,  to 
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th«  assurances  conveyed  by  the  Cunftdtan  Houae  of  CommonB  snd 
Senate,  and  the  Legislative  Council  of  Natal  of  their  sympathy  with 
and  approval  of  the  action  of  the  British  Government. 


The  Magazines  for  September. 


In  THE  NiNBTEBSTH  Centuht  Sir  Sidney  Shippard,  late  Adminif- 
trator  of  British  Bechuanaland,  replies  to  Mr.  Eld.  Robertson  od 
Are  We  Co  Lose  Smith  Africa  ?  The  article  is  distinguished  by 
much  ignorance  of  home  politics  and  a  vulgar  attack  on  Ur. 
Gladstone.  Other  articles  are  Tke  Imperial  Function  of  Trade, 
by  Mr,  Henry  Bircheuough  ;  The  Future  of  Great  Armiea,  by  Mr. 
Sidney  Low ;  A  Woman'*  Criticism  of  the,  WormrCi  Congrete :  A 
Reply,  by  Mrs.  Oafiney ;  and  An  AU-Britixh  Railtoay  to  China,  by 
Mr.  C,  A.  Moreing. 

Tbe  Contehporart  Review  contains  a  very  interesting  article  on 
The  Howge  of  Lords,  by  Mr.  W.  Clarke,  who  criticises  v&rionfi 
methods  of  dealing  with  tbe  Lords'  Veto.  Mr.  Clarke  suggesU 
that  on  rejection  of  a  measure  of  social  reform  a  Liberal  statesman 
should  make  a  special  appeal  to  the  country,  and  if  given  a 
majority  a  second  time  the  House  of  Commons  should  pass  a 
resolution  declaring  that  the  exercise  of  the  Lords'  Veto  a  second 
Session  would  be  "  a  gross  breach  of  privilege  inconsistent  with 
the  rights  of  the  electorate  under  the  Constitution."  This  would, 
Mr.  Clarke  thinks,  be  sufficient.  Dr.  J.  Guinness  Rogers  writes 
on  The  ArtMishops  and  the  RitvalisU ;  "3eDex"on  The  White 
Man's  Burden  tn  China;  Mr.  T.  G.  Bowles,  M.P.,  on  The  Sea  the 
Only  Road  for  Trade  ;  and  Mr.  Charles  Booth  on  An  Sxpertmen/ 
tn  FiiNic-hoase  Management. 

The  FosTNiOHTLY  Review  gives  first  place  to  M.  Andr^  Qodfemeaax, 
who  writes  on  The  Philosophy  of  the  DreyfviS  Case.  Mr.  F.  St. 
John  Borrow  cries,  WcMited — a  Redistrihviion  Bill!  There  are  also 
articles  by  Mr.  Eldward  Dicey  on  Peace  or  War  in  South  AJriea, 
by  Mr.  R,  C.  Gundry  on  The  Yaiig-lse  Region,  and  by  "  Diplo- 
maticuB  "  on  Bergen  and  the  Coalition  Nightmare. 

Tbe  National  Review  contains  an  important  article  by  Sir  Godfrey 
LnshingtOD  on  The  Court  Martial  at  Rennes,  whilst  M.  Urbaio 
Gohier  contributes  a  weighty  article  called  Anglophobia — A 
French  Warning  to  England.  We  are  warned  that  England  is 
now  the  hated  "enemy"  in  France,  even  more  than  Germany 
Mr.  George  S.  Owen  writes  on  The  Reform  Policy  of  the  Chinese 
Emperor,  and  "Grille  "on  Some  Impressioiu  of  the  Ifouae  of  Com- 
mons from  the  Ladies'  Gallery, 
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We  would  call  the  attention  of  those  subscribers  to  the  Maoazine, 
whose  subscriptions  fall  due  at  the  present  time  bat  have  not  j'et  been 
paid,  to  the  Second  Notice  which  is  sent  to  them  with  bhis  issue.  We 
shall  be  greatly  obliged  if  those  to  whom  it  applies  will  be  good 
enough  to  forward  remittances  at  their  earliest  convenience. 

The  Liberal  Publication  Department  haa  just  issued,  iu  handy 
form  for  the  pocket,  a  thirty- two-page  booklet  entitled  "  The  Work  of 
Liberalism  since  the  Great  Reform  Act,"  bein);  a  summary  of  political 
history  from  1832  to  the  present  time.  It  can  be  obtained  for  Id., 
or  post  free  1  Jd.,  and  quantities  may  be  had  at  reduced  prices. 

A  new  catalogue  of  current  publications  has  been  issued  by  the 
Department,  and  copies  may  be  had  on  application  to  42,  Parliament- 
street. 

The  analysis  of  the  chief  divisions  of  the  present  Parliament  (the 
"  Recording  Angel  ")  is  now  ready,  and  can  be  supplied  marked  up 
with  the  votes  and  attendances  of  any  M.P.,  for  Ss. 
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<I)  Lord  BoBabery  '*"  ^^^  Fanction  of  the  State. 
"  Tlie  State  in  these  dayit  is  conBtantl 
for  ns  from  tlie  cradle  to  the  ^rAve.     If  yoa 


Tlie  State  in  these  dayit  is  conBtantly  appealed  to  to  do  eveijtluim 

sfrom  tlie  cradle  to  the  gr»,ve.     If  yoa  willliHten  tonome  nhilosophen 

there  is  nothinE  that  the  State  onght  not  to  do  for  an.     Now  I  hare  a  RT«at 


respect  for  the  Stale.  I  have  a  great  respect  for  Parliatnent,  though  in 
former  days  I  have  BonietimeH  winlied  that  ito  compoaitinn  wax  different. 
Whatever  its  composition  may  be,  I  am  sure  Parliament  will  be  corapomd 
of  capable  and  honext  individuals.  Bat  I  do  not  wish  to  overtax  Parlia- 
ment. Already  Parliament  and  tlie  Governtuent  liave  more  to  do  than 
they  can  well  undertake,  and  I  atu  not  anxious  to  see  unnecessary  loads 
Wd  upon  their  shoulders.  But  there  are  other  points  of  view.  I  am 
anxious  to  maintain  the  self  reliant  and  independent  character  of  onr 
people.  When  that  fails — I  hope  the  day  will  never  <«me  when  there  will 
be  even  a  surmise  or  a  suspicion  of  it«  failing— your  Empire,  of  which  yon 
hear  and  boast  so  much,  will  not  be  worth  five  minutes  purchase.  What 
is  the  State  T  I'he  State  is,  after  all,  only  tlie  aggrefnte  of  the  indindnah 
who  compose  it.  The  Stale  is  only  the  nation,  and  tlie  nation  is  the  men 
and  women  who  inhabit  the  country.  If  you  weaken  their  cliaracter,  if 
you  impair  their  self-reliance,  if  you  strike  at  llieir  independence,  your 
State,  by  whatever  name  you  may  call  it,  will  have  vanished  like  an  empty 
dream. 

<2)  Six  H.  White  Ridley  on  the  Transvaal. 

"  The  question  of  the  franchise  had  been  raised,  not  as  an  end  in  itself, 

but  as  a  means  of  securing  justice  for  our  British  fellow- subjects,  and  it  was 
quite  time  that  was  secured.  He  believed  there  was  no  difference  of  opinion 
in  any  part  of  the  countr)^  as  to  the  absolute  necessity  for  England  to  insist 
apon  the  redress  of  the  grievances  existing  in  the  Tiansvaal.  and  that  the 
exercise  of  equal  civil  rights  should  be  given  to  our  British  fellow. subjects 
there.  We  know  how  serious  were  those  grievances,  and  that  there  was  no 
man  in  this  country  who  did  not  believe  tlie  position  intolerable  tohis  sense 
of  justice  if  we  atlowed  our  British  subject^i  there  to  cease  to  have  the 
protection  of  this  Empire  and  to  put  them  in  a  sort  of  lialf-way  house 
position  in  the  Transvaal.  He  would  not.  however,  enlarge  upon  those 
grievances,  but  would  impress  upon  his  hearers  that  it  was  not  a  question 
of  whether  the  franchise  should  be  given  after  live  or  seven  years'  residence, 
but  that  they  should  make  some  substantial  representation  to  the  Volksraad 
in  order  that  by  constitutional  means  they  miKht  be  able  to  secure  redress 
of  their  grievances  and  obtain  that  protection  tor  theniHelvei  which  we  were 
able  toobtain  for  them  by  forcible  measures,  which,  however,  we  did  not 
wish  to  use.  Nothing  could  be  more  untrue  tlian  Ihe  statement  that  from 
time  to  time  her  Majesty's  Government  was  ilenianding  more  and  more. 
At  the  opening  of  tiie  ncKOtiations  we  framed  what  were  consi<lered 
extremely  mild  demands  to  the  Volksraad,  and  had  never  altered  in  any 
d^ree  tliese  proposals.  And  our  last  demand  was  one  the  Boers  themselves 
ofiered.  He  was  not  without  hope — the  hope  might  be  a  desperate  one— 
that  a  peaceful  settlement  might  yet  be  effevted.  From  the  beginning  of 
the  negotiations  to  tlie  present  time  her  Majenty's  (iovemment  had  been 
persuaded  that  at  any  raU  we  had  justice  at  our  back  and  were 
reasonable  in  our  demands.  The  Government  still  believed  thai  if  the 
Sonth  African  Republic  wonid  be  persuaded  tlial  there  was  no  attempt 
whatever  on  their  part  to  attack  their  independence— and  it  was  perfectly 
plun  from  all  the  Government's  despatches,  and  especially  the  last  one. 
that  there  was  no  such  intention — there  was  still  a  chance  ol  a  conflict  being 
avoided.  By  proceeding  on  moderate  lines  the  Government  were  adopting 
the  fairest  and  most  just  way  of  settling  the  question.  He  hoped  we 
should  not  be  compelled  to  use  more  forcible " 
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1899. 
Sept.     -2. — Mr.  Asquith  at  Leven  on  the  Transvaal.    (See  page  467.) 

„      4.— Trade  Union  Congrress  at  Plymouth. 

„        5.— Mr.  John  Morley  at  Arbroath  on  the  Transvaal. 

„      8-— (1)  Lord  Rosebery  at  Bishop  Auckland  at  opening 
of  new  Cottage  Hoapit<j. 

„     14.— Mr.     Walter    Long    at    Liverpool     on    the    Clergy 
Discipline  BUI. 

„     15.— Mr.  John  Morley  and  Mr.  Courtney  at  Manchester 
on  the  Transvaal.     {See  page  488.) 

Mr.  G.  Wjmdbam  at  Dover  on  the  Army. 

„    17.— Dreyfus  Demonstration  in  Hyde  Park. 

„    20.— Sir   William   Harcourt  at  New  Tredegar  on  the 
Transvaal  Qaeetion.     {See  page  490.) 

„     26.— (2)  Sir  M.  White  Ridley  at  Blackpool  on  the  Transvaal 
Question. 

„    27.— Sir  Edward  Clarke  at  Plymouth  on  the  Primrose 
Leagne. 
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<1)  Ur.  B&lfonr  oq  out  Party  System. 

"  Thene  three  gmi-l  daDgen^the  vanUhinx  of  all  dLlferences  lietweec 

S&rties.  white  the  party  ByKtem  yet  reniainH  in  torce  ;  tlie  greater  and  more 
ital  danger  of  divlsioDs  so  deep  that  they  are  really  divisions  destmctirc 
of  the  Constitution,  and  not  co-existent  within  tlie  limita  of  the  ConBtitn- 
tion  ;  and  the  taat  and  third  danger,  the  solution,  if  I  may  so  describe  it, 
of  the  party  syatem  In  the  gronp  Byntem — are  the  three  penis  from  whidi 
the  admirable  Bystem  of  government  under  which  we  live  has  something  lu 
fear  in  the  future.  1  often  disquiet  myself  as  to  whether  the  highljr- 
organised  and  delicately-balanimd  maciiine  wliicii  we  call  the  British 
Constitution  ia  likely  to  survive  these  three  perils,  and  others,  perhaps, 
which  the  ingenuity  of  my  hearers  may  supply. 
And  on  the  Transvaal. 

"Those  who  had  it  in  their  power  to  direct  the  policy  of  the  Daich- 
speaking  inhabitants  of  the  Transvaal  apparently  thoiu;ht  that  tbeir 
interent^  and  their  ambitions  lay  in  a  different  direction,  and  they  have  con- 
sistently, without  intermission  and  without  rest,  puntued  a  policy  absolutely 
inconsistent  witli  and  diametrically  opposed  to  that  which  I  liave  jn»t 
Hketched  out,  and  which,  in  my  hnnible  judgment,  would  have  been  for 
their  best  and  moat  permanent  interests.  I  believe  there  is  not  a  man  in 
this  countiT  who  (toen  not  regret  it.  We  have  been  accused  abroad — -I  do 
not  mean  the  (iovernment— I  mean  the  conntry  has  been  accused  abroad  o( 
ambitioue  desires  to  seize  for  iteelf  territories  rightfully  belonging  to 
others.  This  is  not  the  only  subject  on  which  we  have  reason  to  know  that 
foreigners  are  possibly  not  very  impartial— certAinly  not  very  perspicuons— 
jadees  of  tlie  desires  and  sentiments  of  this  counti^.  I  am  certain  thM  no 
Hnch  wretched,  pitiful  ambition  has  animated,  I  will  say,  any  public  man 
of  any  section  in  this  country.  We  should  all  have  been  too  gliid  to  have 
been  allowed  to  live  at  peace  with  our  netglibour^.  We  should  have  been 
too  glad  if  they  had  desired,  as  we  desired,  to  see  an  intimat«  nnion  of 
those  who  dilTer  indeed  in  language,  but  do  not  differ  in  religion,  and  diffo' 
bnt  little  in  blood.  If  these  desires  have  been  fn)strat«d,  »f  these  wishes 
hai'e  found  no  fruition,  I  do  not  think  tliat,  so  far,  the  Govemnient,  the 
responsible  Government  of  this  country,  from  whichever  party  that 
(iovernment  may  have  been  drawn,  can  be  held  responsible  for  the  tra^ 
result  And  we  have  now  got  to  a  point  where,  if  Imay  judge-  I  have  no 
information  not  vouchsafed  to  those  who  hear  me  on  this  point— we  have 
reached  a  point  where,  if  I  am  judging  aright,  those  responsible  for  tbe 
]iolicy  of  the  Diit^^h  Republic  refuse  to  give  way  on  a  pomt  on  which  we 
cannot  and  will  not  give  way.  The  interests  of  bouth  Africa,  the  int«re«te 
of  civilisation,  the  interests  of  national  honour,  all  make  such  a  course 
impossible ;  and  in  wlial«ver  way,  however  that  situation  may  culminate, 
or  whatever  be  in  store  for  us  in  tlie  future,  1  feel  confident  that  those  to 
whom  tor  the  present  the  deBtinies  of  the  country  are  entrusted  will  have 
liehind  them,  in  maintaining  those  interests  of  civilisation,  of  prosperity 
in  Africa,  and  of  national  honour,  a  practically  united  people." 
<2)  Ur.  Bitchie  on  the  Transvaal. 

"There  is  no  desire  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  Government  to 
interfere  with  the  in t«rnal  independence  of  the  South  African  Kepublie; 
indeed,  so  far  is  that  from  being  the  cjise  that  I  do  not  Itelieve  there  is  a 
member  of  the  Government  who  would  not  look  upon  it  as  an  unmitigated 
misfortune  if  we  had  to  take  over  the  government  of  that  State.  We  want 
to  see  a  prosperous  South  African  Republic  That  cannot  lie  until  the 
evils  I  have  mentioned  are  ilinjiosed  of.  We  have  no  ilesire  to  interfere 
with  their  independence— we  have  again  and  again  said  so— and  if  war 
ensues  now  because  of  President  Kroger's  refusal  of  the  t«rniB  we  have  con- 
veyed to  him,  I  say  that  all  the  blood,  all  the  evil,  all  the  Jiorror  of  that 
war  will  rest  ui>on  him  and  his  advisers,  and  not  upon  her  Majesty's 
(lovemmenL  One  thing  is  certain— that  tlie  demands  of  her  Majesty's 
Government  must  be  complied  with,  and  we  must  obtain  for  our  fellow 

D.D.t.zea  by  Google 


THE   LIBSBAL  UAQAZINE.  177 

1899. 

Sept.  28 — (1)  Mr.   Balfour  at  Dundee  on  {a)  the   Party  System, 
and  (6)  the  Transvaal  Question. 

(2)  Mr.  Ritchie  in  the  City  on  the  Transvaal. 

Sir  Edward  Clarke  at  Pi]rmoutb  on  the  Transvaal 
(See  paffe  493.) 

„     30.— {3)  The  Duke  of  Devonshire  at  New  Mills  (Derby- 
shire) on  the  Transvaal. 

citizens  there  the  freedom  that  we  demaiiil.  We  must  obtain  guaranteea 
for  the  granting  of  that  freedoni  and  those  ri^^hts.  That  ie  what  the  people 
of  tliU  country  deinami  too,  and  bo  long  ae  the  Govemmeut  pursue  a  policy 
of  that  kind,  bo  long  am  I  aatisfied  that  they  will  receive  the  HUpport  of  the 


cherish  Kome  de»igna  hostile  to  their  independence  and  self-g-. 

That  any  snch  apprelienHions  on  their  part  are  almolutely  uatonnded  ha« 
been  aHserte<l  as  stronKly  as  it  can  be  asserted,  botli  officially  in  our 
despatches  and  unofficially  hv  members  of  the  Government,  and  notliing 
which  J  can  say  can  add  to  the  force  of  thotte  aasertiona  President  Kru(,'er 
and  his  Government  are  entitl»d,  if  tliey  think  61,  to  disbelieve  those 
assertions — though  I  do  not  believe  that  a  Hinule  soul  in  this  country  dis- 
believes those  aanertiona^they  ore  entitled,  if  they  think  fit,  to  refuse  to 
believe  in  our  sincerity,  and  to  take  those  measures  which  they  luu}/  think 
necessary  for  the  protection  of  tlieir  own  int«res(x.  The  susceptibility  of 
their  leaders,  their  unfounded  BuspitionH,  canuot  relieve  us  from  the  duty 
of  taking  those  measures  which  we  feel  bound  to  take  for  the  protection  of 
onr  fellow -subjects  and  in  the  interests  of  peace,  order,  and  good  govern- 
ment. The  stage  of  negotiations  which  we  have  at  present  reached 
IB  that  we  see  no  longer  any  advantage  in  pressing  further  the 
propoHalH  we  have  made  in  regantto  the  franchise  and  tlie  admission  of  the 
I'itlanders  to  a  share  in  the  Assembly  whicli  governs  the  affairs  of  the 
South  African  Republic.  Tlione  proposals  have  never  been  an  essential 
point  of  difference  between  us  and  the  South  African  Republic.  They  were 
made  on  the  sugvestion  of  Sir  Alfred  Milner  as  a  means  by  which  the 
tension  between  the  two  Governments  miglit  be  relieved,  and  as  a  means 
by  which  the  grievances — the  umlonbted  grievances — under  which  our 
fellow'Bnbjects  suffer  might  be  redressed  without  the  nece-isity  of  any 
irritating  interference  on  the  part  of  the  British  Government.  Those 
prmMtsals  have  not  been  received  in  a  spirit  which  leads  us,  or  can  lead  us, 
to  nope  that  they  will  lead  to  a  solution  of  the  question.  We  have,  tliere- 
fore  been  driven  Dack  to  the  necessity  of  formulating  ourselves  the  require- 
menta  which  we  consider  ourselves  entitled  to  make,  not  only  under  the 
Conventions,  but  in  virtue  of  the  inherent  duty  of  every  State  to  protect 
it»  own  citizens,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  peace  and  good  order  in  Soutli 
Africa.  Those  requirements  will,  I  think,  be  found  moderate  in  themselves, 
and  under  any  otlier  circumstances  I  sliould  cherish  the  most  earnest  hope 
that  they  would  lie  favourably  received,  and  niade  tlie  basis  of  negotiations 
by  the  South  African  Government ;  and  it  was  only  the  fact  that  the  spirit 
in  which  simpler  su(^;eations  were  received  in  regard  to  tlie  franchise  that 
led  us  to  entertain  any  doubt  on  tlie  subject." 
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Before  we  proceed  ti>  set  out  in  brief  the 
Thb  National       history  of  the  Transvaal  n^iotiationa,  and  the 
Liberal  Frdbratioh  more  important  utterances  of  the  past  mondi 
AMD  THE  Tbansvaal.  oq  the  subject,  it  will  be  convenient  to  print 
the  resolution  passed  on  October  4th,  at  th« 
meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  National  Liberal  Federa- 
tion : — 

"  That  this  Executive  Committee  of  the  National  Liberal  Federation 
places  on  record  its  belief  that  the  menacing  condition  of  affairs  in 
South  Africa  is  not  justified  by  the  diSerences  which  actually  exist 
between  the  negotiating  parties  :  it  views  with  extreme  regret  the  fact 
that,  since  Parliament  rose,  the  contention  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  Transvaal  has  shifted  from  (juestiona  of  Franchise  to  disputes  about 
Suzerainty  and  Sovereignty  :  and  it  dissociates  the  Liberal  Party  from 
all  share  of  responsibility  or  blame  if  the  bond  fide  differences  between 
our  Government  and  that  of  the  Transvaal  are  not  settled  without 
proceeding  to  the  arbitrament  of  war. 

"  The  Committee,  considering  the  supreme  importance  of  main- 
taining throughout  tbe  whole  of  South  Africa  the  most  cordial  relations 
between  the  English  and  Dutch  inhabitants,  earnestly  trusts  that  the 
Transvaal  Elxecutive  will  grant  the  five  years'  franchise  now  that  they 
have  received  the  formal  assurance  that  Great  Britain  will  respect  their 
internal  independence,  and  at  the  same  tiuie  the  Committee  urges  on 
Lord  Salisbury  that  with  him  rests  the  great  responsibility  of  continu- 
ing the  negotiations  so  that  peace  may  be  preserved — a  peace  which 
the  Committee  believes  is  desired  and  even  demanded  by  an  over- 
whelming majority  of  the  people  of  this  country." 

From  the  tone  of  the  press  comments  on  this  resolution,  it  may  be 
inferred,  we  think,  that  it  suitably  expresses  the  feelings  of  Liberals 
on  this  question.  In  such  a  case  the  question  is  naturally  loobed  at 
from  different  standpoints,  but  there  is  generally  agreement  that  there 
is  no  justification  for  war,  and  that,  however  well  advised  President 
Kruger  would  undoubtedly  be  in  giving  the  five  years'  franchise,  the 
acuteness  of  the  present  crisis  is  not  warranted,  either  by  the  object 
of  the  Government's  policy,  or  by  the  actual  differences  between  the 
two  negotiating  parties. 
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Aa  we  write,  the  iesue  of  war  and  peace  is 

The  Tbansvaal       an  uncertain  one.     The  Boera,  not  merely  of 

QownOB,  the  Transvaal,  but  also  of  the  Orange   Free 

State,    are   armed    and    ready    to    fight.      At 

Johannesburg    and    Pretoria    preparationa    are   nearly   complete   for 

martial  law.     A  large  number  of  British  troops  have  arrived  at  the 

Cape,  a  large  number  are  still  on  llie  water  on  their  way  from  India, 

and  preparations  are  being  made  for  sending  out  a  further  large  force, 

amounting,  it  is  said,  to  an  entire  army  corps.     It  is  to  be  hoped 

tiowever,  that  the  era  of   negotiations  is  not  yet  over,    and  in  the 

meantime  we  set  out  very  briefly  the  story  of  the  negotiations,  begin- 

nin;;  where  our   previous   summary  (see  page   373  of  the   Liberal 

Magazine  for  August)  left  off  i — 

1.  — 

As  the  result  of  the  negotiations  begun  at  the  Bloemfontein 
Conference,  the  Tranavual  Raod  in  the  middle  of  July  concede  a  seven 
years'  franchise  to  the  Uitlanders  (Law  No.  3  of  1899),  and  appoint  a 
Commission  whose  business  it  is  to  give  additional  representation  in 
the  Raad  to  the  goldfields.  The  number  of  extra  members  was  to  be 
four  in  each  Raad  (First  and  Second). 


Mr.  Chamberlain  asserts  that  this  formed  a  "basis  for  settle- 
ment" and  asks  for  a  Joint  Inquiry  to  make  certain  that  a  seven  years' 
franchise  coupled  with  a  redistribution  scheme  would  afford  that 
"immediate  and  substantial  representation"  to  the  Uitlanders,  to 
secure  which  was  the  avowed  object  of  British  policy.  (Mr.  Chamber- 
lain's speech  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  July  28th,  in  which  he 
proposes  a  Joint  Inquiry,  will  be  found  in  the  August  number  of  the 
Maqazimi,  page  373).  This  proposal  for  a  Joint  Inquiry  is  at  once 
communicated  to  the  Transvaal  Government. 

3. 
The  Boers  dislike  the  idea  of  a  Joint  Inquiry,  ailing  a 
-variety  of  objections,  the  principal  of  which  was  that  an  Inquiry  of  this 
kind  into  a  purely  internal  question  was  calculated  to  be  prejudicial  to 
their  independence.  They  accordingly  sound  Mr.  Conyngham 
Greene  (the  British  Agent  at  Pretoria)  as  to  whether  Great  Brit-ain 
would  bo  willing  to  consider  alternative  proposals  calculated  to  lead  to 
a  prompt  and  definite  settlement  of  this  franchise  question.  Mr. 
Greene  and  Dr.  Smuts  (the  Boer  Attorney-General)  enter  into 
negotiations,  as  the  result  of  which  the  Boers  eventually  offer  on 
August  19th  a  five  years'  franchise  on  certain  conditions.  Apart  from 
the  terms  of  this  offer  an  unfortunate  controversy  has  arisen  with 
regard  to  the  incidents  attached  to  it.  The  Boers  allege  that  their 
notion  was  that  Mr.  Greene  hod  pledged  himself  that  the  terms  in  the 
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form  in  which  they  ofiered  them  would  be  accepted  by  Great  Britaio, 
and  that  the  offer  without  that  understanding  and  pledge  woald  Devt-r 
have  been  made.  In  reply  to  that  it  is  alleged  that  the  Boer  termi 
did  not  correspond  to  the  terms  agreed  to  privately  between  Mr. 
Greene  and  Dr.  Smuts,  and  that  at  moat  the  matter  was  a  misunder- 
standing. It  is  unnecessary  to  ffo  into  the  controversy  in  greater 
detail  because  it  is  distinctly  a  side  issue,  though  one  which  has  had 
the  result  of  materially  interfering  with  the  spirit  of  the  negotiations 
The  five  years'  franchise  terms  were  as  follows  : — 

"  (1.)  Tha  Government  are  wiilinf;  to  recommend  to  the  Volksnutd  and 
the  people  a  5  years'  retrospective  franchise,  as  proposed  by  His  Excellency 
the  High  Commissioner  on  .lune  1st,  1899. 

"(2.)  The  Government  are  farther  willing  to  recommend  to  the 
Yolksraad  that  8  new  seats  in  the  First  Volkaraad,  and,  if  necessary,  also  in 
the  Second  Volkaraad,  be  given  to  the  population  uf  the  Witwatersraad, 
thus  with  the  2  sitting  members  for  the  Goldfields  giving  to  the  population 
thereof  10  representatives  in  a  Raad  of  'M,  and  in  future  the  represenlAtioD 
of  the  GoI<l6elds  of  this  Republic  shall  not  fall  below  the  proportion  of  one- 
fourth  of  the  total. 

"(3.)  The  new  Burghers  nhnll  equally  with  the  old  Burghers  be  entitled 
to  vote  at  the  election  for  State  President  and  CommandRnt-General. 

"(4.)  This  Government  will  always  bo  prepared  to  take  into  connidera- 
tion  such  friendly  suggestions  regarding  the  details  of  the  Franchise  taw  «s 
her  Majesty's  Government,  through  the  British  Agent,  may  wish  tn  convey 
to  it" 
The  conditions  annexed  to  it  were  the  following  : — 

"  The  proposals  of  this  Guvemmeut,  regarding  question  of  franchise  and 
representation  contained  in  that  despateh  must  be  r^tirded  as  expressly 
conditional  on  her  Majesty's  Government  contenting  to  the  poinlfi  set  forth 
in  paragraph  5  of  the  despatch,  viz.  :  (a)  In  future  not  to  interfere  in 
internal  affairs  of  the  South  African  Republic  ;  (b)  not  to  insist  further  on 
its  assertion  of  existence  of  suzerainty  ;  (c)  to  i^rae  to  arbitration." 
4, 

Mr.  Chamberlain  refuses  to  accept  the  Boer  offer,  the  dilHcQlty 
being  not  that  he  was  dissatisfied  with  the  franchise  proposals  per  ne, 
but  that  he  was  unwilling  to  assent  to  the  conditions  upon  which  the 
terms  were  offered.  The  reasons  for  this  were  stated  in  a  despatch 
at  the  end  of  August,  as  follows  : — 

''  Her  Majesty's  Oovemment  have  considered  the  propnsals  which  the 
South  African  Republic  Government  in  their  notes  to  the  British  Agent  (rf 
August  19ti)  and  31st  have  put  forward  as  an  alternative  to  those  contained 
in  my  telegram  of  July  3Ist,  Her  Majesty's  Government  assume  that  tha 
adoption  in  principle  of  the  franchise  proposals  made  by  you  at  Bloemfontein 
will  not  be  hampered  by  any  conditions  which  would  Impair  their  effect,  and 
that  by  proposea  increase  of  seats  for  the  Goldfields  and  by  other  provisions 
the  South  African  Kepublic  Government  intend  to  grant  immediate  and 
substantial  representation  of  the  Uitlanders.  That  being  so,  her  Majesty's 
Government  are  unable  to  appreciate  the  objections  entertflined  by  the 
Government  of  the  South  African  Republic  to  a  Joint  Commiision  of  Inquiry 
into  the  complicated  details  and  technical  questions  upon  which  the  practiciU 
effect  of  the  proposals  depends.  Her  Majesty's  Government,  however,  will 
be  rtuuiy  to  agree  tliat  the  British   Agent,  assisted  by  such  other  persona 
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as  you  inaf  appoint,  eh&ll  make  the  investicatiun  necessar]'  to  Bfttisfy  them 
that  the  result  desired  will  be  achieved  and,  failing  this,  to  enable  them  bo 
make  those  sugftestions  which  the  Government  of  the  South  African  Republic 
state  that  they  will  be  prepared  Co  take  into  consideration.  Her  Majesty's 
Govemiuent  assume  that  every  facility  will  be  given  to  the  British  Agent  by 
the  Government  of  the  South  African  Republic,  and  they  would  point  out 
that  the  inquiry  will  be  both  easier  and  shorter  if  the  Uovemment  of  the 
South  African  Republic  will  omit  in  any  future  law  the  complicated  con- 
ditions of  registration,  qualification  and  behaviour  which  accompanied 
previous  proposals,  and  would  have  entirely  nullified  their  beneficial  eifect. 

'•Her  Majesty's  Government  hope  that  the  Government  of  the  South 
African  Etepublic  will  wait  to  receive  their  suggestions  founded  on  the 
report  of  the  British  Agent's  investigation  before  submitting  a  new  Franchise 
Law  to  the  Volksraad  and  the  Burghers. 

"  With  regard  to  the  conditions  of  the  Government  of  the  South  African 
Republic  ;  First,  as  regards  intervention  ;  her  Majesty's  Government  hope 
that  the  fulfilment  of  the  promises  made  and  the  just  treatment  of  the 
Uittanders  in  future  will  render  unnecessary  any  further  intervention  on 
their  behalf,  but  her  Majesty's  Government  cannot  uf  course  debar  them- 
selves from  their  rights  under  the  Conventions  nor  divest  themselves  of  the 
ordinary  obligations  of  a  civilised  Power  to  protect  its  subjects  in  a  foreign 
country  from  injustice.  Secondly,  with  regard  to  suzerainty  her  Majesty's 
Government  would  refer  the  Government  of  the  South  African  Republic  to 
the  second  pan^raph  of  iny  despatch  of  July  13th.  Thirdly,  her  Majesty's 
Government  agree  to  a  discussion  of  the  form  and  scope  of  a  Tribunal  of 
Arbitration  from  which  foreigners  and  foreign  influence  are  excluded.  Such 
a  discussion,  which  will  be  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  future  relations 
of  the  two  countries,  should  be  carried  on  between  the  President  and 
yourself,  and  for  this  purpose  it  appears  to  be  necessary  that  a  further 
Coqferenoe,  which  her  Majesty's  Government  suggest  should  be  held  at 
Cape  Town,  should  be  at  once  arranged. 

''Her  Majesty's  (iovemment  also  desire  to  remind  the  Government  of 
the  South  African  Republic  that  there  are  other  matters  of  difference 
between  the  two  Governments  which  will  not  be  settled  by  the  grant  of 
political  representation  to  the  Uitlanders,  and  which  are  not  pr<iper  subjects 
for  reference  to  arbitration.  It  is  necessary  that  these  should  be  settled 
concurrently  with  the  questions  now  under  discussion,  and  they  will  form, 
with  the  question  of  arbitration,  proper  subjects  for  consideration  tt  the 
proposed  Conference." 

5. 
The  Boer  reply  to  this  is  contained  in  a  note  dated  September 
2nd.     The  exact  purport  of  this  is  very  difficult  to  discover  from  the  in- 
volved language  used  in  it,  the  second  paragraph  stating  the  objections 
entertained  to  a  Joint  Inquiry  or  Commission,  whilst  the  last  paragraph 
i^reed  to  an  examination  of  the  franchise  question  by  delegates  of  the 
two  Uovernmenta.     But  it  was  subsequently  explained  by  a  separate 
note  that  this  was  intended  as  an  acceptance  of  the  Joint  Inquiry. 
6. 
On   September  8th  the  situation    is   sufficiently    serious    for    the 
Cabinet  to  be  summoned.     As  a  result  Mr.   Chamberlain  sends  the 
following  despatch  to  Pretoria ; — 

"Communicate  following  to  the  Government  of  the  South  African 
Kepublic  in  reply  to  their  note  of  September  3nd  transmitted  in  your 
telegram  of  September  &th,  No.  2  :~ 


\ 


)  by  Google 


483  THE  LIBERAL  UAQAZINE.  October,  1899. 

"  H«r  Majest^'n  Govenin)ent  understand  the  note  of  the  South  African 
Republic  Government  of  September  Snd  to  mmu)  that  their  propo-tals  made 
in  their  note  uf  August  19th  tue  now  withdravm  becftuse  the  reply  of  her 
Majesty's  Government  contained  in  their  note  of  August  30bh  witii  regud 
to  future  intervention  snd  suzerainty  is  not  acceptable. 

"  Her  Majesty's  Government  have  absolutely  repudiated  the  view  of  the 
political  itatiu  of  the  Suuth  African  Republic  taken  by  the  Government  of 
the  South  African  Republic  in  their  note  of  April  16th.  1898,  and  also  in 
their  nut«  of  May  9th,  1899,  in  which  they  claim  the  staltis  of  a  sovereign 
international  State,  and  they  are  therefore  unable  to  consider  any  proposal 
which  is  mode  conditional  on  the  acceptance  by  her  Majesty's  Guverninent 
of  these  views. 

"It  is  on  this  ground  that  her  Majesty's  Government  have  been  com' 
pelled  to  regard  the  lost  proposal  of  the  Govornroent  of  the  South  African 
Republic  as  unacceptable  in  the  form  in  which  it  haa  Iraen  presented. 

'*  Her  Majesty's  Government  cannot  now  consent  to  go  bock  to  the 
proposals  for  which  those  in  the  note  of  August  19th  are  intended  as  a 
substitute,  eiipecially  as  they  are  satisfied  that  the  law  of  1899  in  which 
these  proposals  were  fiiuUy  embodied  is  insufficient  to  secure  the  iuimediste 
and  substantial  representation  which  her  Majesty's  Government  have 
always  had  in  view  and  which  they  gather  from  the  reply  of  the  Government 
of  the  South  African  Republic  that  the  latter  admit  to  be  reaMtnable. 
Moreover,  the  presentation  of  the  proposals  of  the  note  of  August  19th 
indicates  that  the  Government  of  the  South  African  Republic  have  them- 
selves recognised  that  their  previous  offer  might  be  with  advantage  enlarged, 
and  that  the  independence  of  the  South  African  Republic  would  be  thereby 
in  no  way  impaired. 

"  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  still  prepared  to  accent  the  offer  made  in 
para^phs  1,  2,  and  3,  of  the  note  of  August  19th  taken  by  themselves, 
provided  that  the  inquiry  which  her  Majesty's  Government  have  pro|>osed, 
whether  joint — as  her  Majesty's  Government  originally  si^eeted — or  uni- 
lateral, shows  that  the  new  scheme  of  representation  will  notue  encumbered 
by  conditions  which  will  nullify  the  intention  to  give  substantial  and 
immediate  representation  to  the  Uitlanders.  In  this  connection  her 
Majesty's  Government  assume  that,  as  slated  to  the  British  Agent,  the  new 
members  of  the  Road  will  be  permitted  to  use  their  own  language. 

"The  acceptance  of  these  terms  by  the  Government  of  the  South  African 
Republic  would  at  once  remove  the  tension  between  tha  two  Governmenta, 
ana  would  in  all  probability  render  unnecessary  any  further  intervention  on 
the  part  of  her  T^jeaty's  Government  to  secure  the  redrms  of  grievances 
which  the  Uitlanders  would  themselves  he  able  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
Executive  and  the  Road. 

"Her  Majesty's  Government  are  increasingly  impressed  with  the  danger 
uf  further  delay  in  relieving  the  strain  which  has  already  caused  so  much 
injury  to  the  interests  of  South  Africa,  and  they  earnestly  press  for  on 
iiiimediate  and  definite  reply  to  their  present  proposal. 

"  If  it  is  acceded  to,  they  will  be  ready  to  make  immediate  arrangementa 
for  a  further  conference  between  the  President  of  the  South  African 
Republic  and  the  High  Commissioner  to  settle  all  the  details  of  the  proposed 
Tribunal  of  Arbitration,  and  the  questions  referred  to  in  the  note  of  August 
30th  (see  No.  43),  which  ore  neither  Uitlander  grievances  nor  <iuestions  of 
interpretation,  but  which  might  be  readily  settled  by  friendly  communica- 
tions between  the  representatives  of  the  two  Governments. 

"  If,  however,  as  they  most  anxiously  hope  will  not  be  the  case,  the  reply 
of  the  South  .African  Republic  Government  ib  nc^tive  or  inconclusive,  her 
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Ibjestj's  Government  must  referve  to  themselves  the  right  to  reconsider  the 
situation  de  novo,  and  to  formulate  their  own  proposals  for  a  final 
settlement." 

7. 

The  Boer  reply  to  this,  in  a  despatch  dated  September  I6th  is 
to  refuse  to  grant  the  five  years'  franchise,  since  the  conditions  annexed 
to  it  were  not  in  their  entirety  accepted  by  Great  Britain,  aud  to  press 
strongly  for  the  Joint  Inquiry  as  originally  suggested  by  Great  Britain 
and  eventually  accepted  by  the  Boers  in-  the  beginning  of  September. 
The  following  are  the  more  important  passages  of  the  Boer  reply  : — 

"  It  trusts  that  it  will  clearly  appear  from  the  foregoing  that  her 
Majesty's  Gioverninent  is  under  a  misunderstanding  if  it  supposes  that  this 
Government  has  aver  recognised  that  it  has  considered  the  lapsed  proposal 
contained  in  letter  Augnst  19th,  without  the  conditions  imposed  therein  and 
repeated  in  the  note  August  21st,  as  a  reasonable  proposal,  or  made  it  as 
a  proposal,  and  still  less  that  this  Government  was,  or  is,  of  opinion  that 
its  earlier  prufiosal  could  be  extended  with  advantage  to  tlie  Bepublic 
without  observance  of  these  conditions,  or  that  the  Republic  would  not 
suffer  any  violation  of  its  independence. 

"  However  earnestly  this  Government  also  desires  to  find  an  immediate 
and  satisfactory  course  by  which  existing  tension  should  be  brought  to  an 
end,  it  feels  iteelf  quite  unable,  as  desired,  to  recommend  or  propose  to 
South  African  Bepublic  Volksraad  and  people  the  part  of  its  proposal  con- 
tained in  Paragraphs  1,  2,  and  3  of  its  note  August  19th,  omitting  the 
conditions  on  the  acceptance  of  which  alone  the  ofier  was  based  ;  but 
declares  itself  always  still  prepared  to  abide  bf  its  acceptance  of  the  invita. 
lion  [of]  her  Majesty's  Government  to  get  a  Joint  Commission  composed,  as 
intimated  in  its  note  of  September  2nd. 

"  It  considers  that  if  conditions  are  contained  in  the  existing  Franchise 
Iaw  which  has  been  passed,  and  in  the  scheme  of  representation,  which 
might  tend  to  frustrate  object  contemplated,  that  it  will  attract  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Commission,  and  thus  be  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  this 
Government.     .... 

"  Finally,  this  Government  continues  to  cherish  hope  that  her  Majesty's 
Government,,  on  further  consideration,  will  feel  itself  free  to  abandon  idea 
of  making  new  proposals  more  difficult  for  this  Government,  and  imposing 
new  conditions,  and  will  declare  itself  satisfied  to  abide  by  its  own  proposal 
for  a  Joint  Commission,  as  first  proposed  by  Secretary  of  State  for  Colonies 
in  the  ImperiHl  Parliament,  a:id  subseijuenUy  proposed  to  this  Government 
and  accepted  by  it." 

8. 

A  second  Cabinet  Council  to  consider  this  reply  is  held  on 
September  22Dd.  As  the  result  Mr.  Chamberlain  sends  two  despatehes  ; 
one  dealing  with  the  breach  of  faith  alleged  to  have  been  committed 
by  Mr.  Conyngbam  Greene,  in  connection  with  the  negotiations  with 
Dr.  Smuto  prior  to  the  Boer  offer  on  August  19th.  The  second  (and 
much  more  important)  despatch  is  as  follows  : — - 

' '  Mr.  Chamberlain  to  High  Commissioner  Hit  Alfred  Milner^ 

"September  22nd.  No.  5.  I  have  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your 
telegram  No.  i,  September  6th,  conveying  reply  of  the  Government  of  the 
South  African  Bepublic  to  note  of  British  Agent  conveying  coumiuni cation 
of  her  Majesty's  Government  contained  in  my  teleBram  to  you  of  September 
8th,  No.  5.  The  offer  therein  made  by  her  Majesty's  Government  was 
modeiate  and  conciliatory,  and  they  have  to  express  their  profound  regret 
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thftt  reply  of  Government  of  the  South  Afrienn  Republic  in  &  refusal  to 
accept  it. 

"Her  Majesty's  Government  have  on  more  than  one  occaaion  repeftted 
their  assurances  that  they  have  no  deaire  to  interfere  ia  any  way  with 
independence  of  South  African  Republic,  provided  that  the  conditions  on 
which  it  was  granted  are  honourably  obserred  in  the  spirit  and  in  the  letter, 
and  they  have  offered  aa  part  of  a  general  aettlement  to  give  a  comjilete 
guarantee  i^inat  any  attack  upon  that  independence  either  from  within  any 
part  of  the  British  dominion!  or  from  the  territory  of  a  foreign  State. 

"  1'hey  have  not  aeserted  any  riehte  of  interference  in  the  internal  affairs 
ft  the  Republic  other  than  those  wnich  are  derived  from  the  Conventions 
between  the  two  countries  or  which  belong  to  evei;  neighbouring  Govem- 

it  (and  eapecially  to  one  which  has  a  largely  predominant  interest  I     "  ~ 


adjacent  territories)  for  the  protection  of  its  subjects  and  of  its  adjoining 
possessions.  But  they  have  been  compelled  by  the  action  of  Government  of 
the  South  African  Republic,  who  have  in  thoir  note  of  May  9th,  1S99, 
asserted  the  right  of  the  Republic  to  be  a  Sovereign  international  State, 
absolutely  to  deny  and  repudiate  this  claim. 

"The  object  which  her  Majesty's  Government  have  had  in  view  in  the 
recent  negotiations  has  been  stated  in  a  manner  which  cannot  admit  of 
misapprehension — vIt.,  to  obtain  such  a  substantial  and  immediate  repre- 
sentation for  the  Uitlauders  in  the  South  African  Republic  as  her  Majesty's 
Government  hoped  would  relieve  them  from  any  neceenity  for  further 
interference  on  their  behalf,  and  would  enable  the  Uitlanders  to  secure  for 
themselves  that  fair  and  juKt  treatment  which  waa  formally  promised  to  them 
in  1881,  and  which  her  Majesty  intended  to  secure  for  them  when  nhe 
granted  the  privilege  of  self' government  to  the  inliabitants  of  the  Transvaal. 

''As  was  stated  in  my  telegram  of  September  8th  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment are  of  opinion  that  no  conditions  less  comprehensive  than  those 
contained  in  their  offer  of  that  date  can  be  relied  upon  to  effect  this  object. 

"The  refusal  of  the  Government  of  the  South  African  Republic  to 
entertain  the  offer  thus  made,  coming  as  it  does  at  the  end  of  nearly  four 
months  of  protracted  negotiations,  themselves  the  climax  of  an  agitation 
extending  over  a  period  of  more  than  five  yearc,  make  it  useless  to  further 
pursue  a  discussion  on  the  lines  hitherto  followed,  and  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment are  now  compelled  to  connider  the  situation  afresh,  and  to  formulate 
their  own  propiwals  for  a  final  settlement  of  the  issues  which  have  been 
created  in  tiouth  Africa  by  the  policy  constantly  followed  for  many  years  by 
the  Government  of  the  South  African  Republic.  They  will  communicate  to 
you  the  result  of  their  deliberations  in  a  later  despatch." 
9. 

Thia  was  generally  accepted  as  holding  the  door  open  for  n 
settlement  on  the  five  years  basis  acd  as  holding  out  an  inducement  to 
the  Boers  to  settle  by  the  guarantee  of  independence  which  it 
contained.  To  this  the  Boers  had  made  no  reply  when  the  third 
Cabinet  Council  was  held  on  September  39lh.  It  was  decided  at  this 
Cabinet  Council  to  di-op  the  policy  of  seeking  to  obtain  the  franchise, 
having  obtained  which  the  Uitlanders  might  work  out  their  own 
salvation,  and  to  proceed  to  draft  proposals  on  another  basis  which 
would  settle  the  qnestions  in  dispute  by  direct  dealings  between  the 
Transvaal  Government  and  the  Imperial  Government.  It  was  also 
ilecided  to  summon  Parliament. 

This  summary  (compiled  in  the  beginning  of  October)  leaves  affairs 
in  this  position. 
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Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannennftn,  at  tlie  end  of 

Sir  H.  Campbell-     September,  telegraphed  the  following  reply  to 

Bavnbruan  II    request    from    the    Manchester    Transvaal 

ON  THE  Transvaal.    Committee  for  an  expreBsion  of  hia  vIpws  upon 

the  present  position  of  the  negotinticos  with 

the  Transvaal,  especially  as  they  were  afiected  by  the  reply  of  the 

Transvaal   Government   to   the   First   Cabinet   Council    Despatch  of 

September  St.h  : — 

"  My  view  of  the  question  remains  precisely  as  stated  in  the  Housu  uf 
Commons  on  July  26th.  Subsequent  negotiations  have  become  cuinplicuteil, 
And  the  matter  m^re  confused,  but  the  essential  merits  are  unchan^^ed,  and 
the  solution  is  not  beyond  the  conipeteuce  of  straightforward  diplomacy  and 

The  debate  referred  to  in  the  telegram  was  that  which  took  place  on 
the  Colonial  Office  Vote.  In  the  course  of  his  speech  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Baanernuui  said  : — 

"  As  to  war  iUelf,  a  direct  preparation  fur  actual  hostilities,  I  must  only 
repeat  here  what  I  have  said  elsewhere,  that  from  the  beginning  of  this 
sti)ry  to  the  end  of  it  I  cau  see  nothing;  whatever  which  furnishes  a  case  for 
nmied  intervention,  and  least  of  all  during  the  recent  days  or  weeks  when 
we  ore  evidently  approaching,  if  only  circumstances  continue  favourable,  a 
solution  of  the  question.  Let  me  say  this,  I  see  war  talked  of  very  glibly 
and  very  lightly  sometimes,  and  I  would  say  this,  that  there  is  no  part  <if 
the  world,  and  I  include  in  that  South  Africa,  in  which  from  one  year  to 
another  there  may  not  occur  nt  almost  any  time  the  necessity  for  this 
country  to  lake  up  arms  in  vindication  uf  its  essentisl  interests  But  a  war 
in  South  Africa— a  war  with  one  of  the  independent  States  in  South  Africa 
— -would  be  one  of  tlie  direst  calamities  that  could  occur." 


We   gave   in    our    August    number   some 

Mr.  '  Chamberlain     quotations  which  showed  what  Mr.  Chamberlain 

ON  the  Transvaal,    only  two  or  three  years  ago  thought  of  a  war 

with  the  Boers  to  get    the   franchise.     It  is 

equally  interesting  to  recall  some  of  his  earlier  speeches  still. 

At  Birmingham,  June  7th,  1881  :— 

"  Now  that  settlement  (ifit'ivy  back  ike  Ti-aiueaal  after  Afajiiba  BUI)  has 
been  the  object  of  violent  attack.  .  .  .  We  are  accused  of  dismembering 
the  empire  to  avoid  war.  .  .  .  We  are  told  that  we  ought  to  have 
persevered  in  wrongdoing,  .  .  .  And  that  we  should  still  force  our  rule 
on  an  unwilling  people,  whose  independence  we  had  solemnly  engaged  by 
treaty  to  respect  (i.«.,  by  the  Sand  River  Convention).  ...  I  will  not 
at  this  moment  stop  to  discuss  the  morality  uf  sucii  a  step  hs  that,  but  1 
want  you  to  think  for  a  moment  of  the  expediency  of  it,  of  the  wisdom  of 
those  stabismen  who  reconmiend  such  a  course  to  her  Majesty's  Government. 
.  .  .  The  Transvaal  is  a  country  as  large  as  France — a  wild  and  difficult 
country — and  it  is  perfectly  evident  to  every  one  that  if  we  are  to  hold  it 
down  by  force  we  must  permanently  maintain,  tay,  a  number  of  troops  at 
least  equal  to  the  number  of  our  possible  opponents.  Well,  we  know  also 
that  the  Orange  Free  State  ....  would  make  common  cause  with  their 
co-religionists,   and,   therefore,   1   say  that  it  is  perfectly  certain  that  not 
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fewer  than  from   16,000  to  20,000   Engliah  troops   must   be   perai&n«ntir 
Btatbned   in   the  Tmuvaal  if   we  ire  to  hold  that  country  hy  force  and 
agttinBt  the  will  of  its  in  habitant  h." 
At  Birmingbam,  March  30tb,  1883  :— 

"  A  war  in  Europe  and  a  state  of  siege  in  Ireland  do  not  satisfy  Lord 
Salisbury's  vast  ambition.  He  is  in  favour,  if  words  mean  anything,  of  a 
war  in  India  and  of  a  war  in  South  Africa.  Besides,  may  we  not  say  with 
Shakespeare,  '  See  what  a  desperat«  homicide  this  Salisbury  is '  ?  ,  . 
The  whole  of  this  trouble  in  South  Africa  comes  distinctly  from  the  policy  of 
meddlesome  intervention  which  we  owe  to  the  late  Government.  .... 
Lord  Salisbury  no  doubt  has  been  consistent.  He  was  in  favour  of  the  war 
in  ZuluUnd.     He  was  in  favour  of  the  annexation  of  the  Transvaal.     .      .     . 

"  If  the  Orange  Free  Stnte,  ns  moat  prulwbly  would  have  been  the  case, 
had  joined  with  the  Trunsvaal  Boers,  no  doubt  Lord  Salisbury  would  hare 
declared  war  on  it  too.  And  if  then,  what  was  uut  at  all  unlikely,  the  whole 
Dutch  uopulation  of  the  Cape  had  risen.  Lord  Salisbury,  with  a  light  heATt. 
would  nave  led  this  country  into  a  war  more  serious  in  its  consequencea, 
more  certain  to  be  fruitless  of  gooil  results,  than  any  war  in  which  we  have 
been  engaged  since  we  tried  to  compel  the  allegiance  of  the  American 
colonies.' 
In  tlie  House  of  Commone,  April  13th,  1883  ; — 

"  He  was  inclined  to  admit,  on  the  evidence  before  them  at  present,  tbnt 
we  had  got  what  was  called  a  casus  belli,  as  guod  as  for  most  of  the  wars  in 

which  we  had  been  engsRed But  having  got  a  case  for  war,  we 

were  bound  to  ask  ourselves  whether  the  results  would  be  adequate  to  the 
sncriRces  we  should  be  called  upou  to  make.  The  sacrifices  in  this  case 
might  be  almost  illimitable,  and  the  results  would  be  altogether  inadequate." 

At  Birmingham,  January  25th,  1896  : — 

"  There  is  a  fact  which,  I  think,  some  eager  politicians  are  apt  to  forget, 
and  that  is  that  at  the  present  time  in  the  British  colonies  of  South  Africa 
the  population  of  Dutch  origin  is  much  more  numerous  than  the  English 
element.  That  being  the  case,  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  an  essential  con- 
dition of  peace  and  security  and  good  order  in  South  Africa  is  the  continue<l 
maintenance  of  mutual  confidence  and  goodwill  between  the  two  races." 

At  the  Constitutional  Club,  April  22ud,  1896  :— 

"  In  South  Africa,  two  races,  the  English  and  the  Dutch,  have  to  live 
together.  At  the  present  time  and  prolnbly  for  many  rears  to  come  tJie 
Dutch  are  in  a  msjority,  and  it  is  therefore  the  duty  of  every  statesman,  of 
every  well-wisher  of  South  Africa,  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  maintain  workable 
relations  between  the  two  races.  In  our  own  Cape  Colony  the  Dutch  also 
are  in  a  majority.  There  are  tens  of  thousands  of  Dutchmen  in  the  Cape 
Colony  who  are  just  as  loyal  to  the  throne  and  the  British  connection  as, 
let  me  say,  our  French  Canadian  subjects  in  the  Dotuininn  of  Canada.  But 
at  the  same  time  these  Dutch  fellow  subjects  of  ours  very  naturally  feel  that 
they  are  of  the  same  blood  as  the  Dutchmen  in  the  two  neighbouring 
Republics,  and  they  sympathise  with  their  compatriots  whenever  they  think 
that  they  are  subject,  or  are  likely  to  be  subject,  to  any  injustice  or  to  the 
Arbitrary  exercise  of  force." 
In  the  House  of  Commons,  May  8th,  1896  ;— 

*'  In  some  quarters  the  idea  is  put  forward  that  the  Oovemment  ought  to 
have  issued  an  ultimatum  to  President  Kruger,  an  ultimatum  which  would 
have  certainly  been  rejected,  and  which  roust  have  led  to  war.    Sir,  I  do 
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not  propose  to  discuss  such  a  contim^ency  ns  that.  A  wnr  in  South  Africa 
-would  be  one  of  the  most  serious  wars  that  could  possibly  be  waged.  It 
ivould  be  iu  the  nature  of  a  civil  war,  it  would  be  a  long  war.  a  bitter  war, 
and  a  costly  war,  and,  ns  I  have  pointed  out  already,  it  would  leave  behind 
it  the  embers  oE  a  Btrite  which  I  believe  generations  would  hardly  be  long 
enough  to  extinguish.  To  go  to  war  with  President  Kru^er  in  order  to 
force  upon  hint  reforms  in  the  internal  affairs  of  his  State,  in  which  Secre- 
taries of  State,  standing  in  this  place,  have  repudiated  all  riitht  of  inter- 
ference— that  would  be  a  course  of  action  as  ioimora]  as  it  would  have  been 

If  Mr,  ChRinberlain  had  only  remembered  these  old  speeches  in  the 
negotiatioDs  the  result  might  have  been  very  different. 


Md    Aonrtt  Speakinjn  to  his  eonatituents  on  September 

«»™„T  2nd,    at    Leven,  Mr    Asquith    took    occasion 

ON  TBK  Transvaal.     ^       >     ■       ...     ..       t  i  .■  i 

to  deal   with    the    Transvaal    question,    and 

in  the  course  of  his  speech  said  : — 

"  I  confess  for  my  part  that  I  do  not  altogether  understand  the  methods 
of  wliat  is  called  the  'new  diplomacy,'  with  its  puzzling  alternations  of 
frankness  and  reticence  ;  but  I  recognise  to  the  full  that,  in  the  midst  of 
critical  and  delicate  negotiations  the  details  of  which  have  not  been, 
probably  could  not  be,  fully  imparted  to  the  public,  it  would  be  both  foolish 
and  dangerous  to  enter  upon  a  general  survey  of  the  case.  There  are  one  or 
two  things,  however,  which  it  appears  to  me  to  be  both  right  and  prudent, 
and  even  necessary,  to  say.  What  are  the  root  difflcultios  of  the  present 
situation  in  South  Africa?  We  all  agree  — when  I  say  all  I  mean  every\ 
intelligent  person  both  in  this  country  and  in  South  Africa — that  a  time  has\ 
come  for  a  definite  and  a  permanent  settlement  of  the  long-standing  I 
controversy  between  the  Government  of  the  South  African  Republic  and  itej 
immigrant  population.  No  one  in  this  country— no  British  Liberal,  at  any 
rate — can  conteniplate  with  satisfaction  a  system  under  which  lai^e  numbers  i 
of  our  own  countrymen  are  denied  some  of  those  civil  and  political  righta  I 
which  we  are  accustomed  to  regard  as  the  necessary  equipment  of  a  civilised  | 
social  community.  The  Boers  are  a  conservauve  race,  and  they  have 
reasons  of  their  own,  founded,  as  every  impartial  man  must  admit,  upon 
experience,  for  dealing  cautiously  and  circumspectly  with  claims  put  forward 
on  behalf  of  what  is  called  the  '  Uitlander  population '  ;  but  slowly,  and  no 
doubt  reluctantly,  they  have  begun  to  show  during  the  last  few  months  that 
they  feel  the  impossibility,  from  the  standpoint  either  of  justice  or  of 
policy,  of  maintaining  a  system  under  which  a  lai^e  body  of  taxpayers  are 
excluded  from  all  direct  voice  in  the  administration  of  the  (lovemment. 
and  are,  to  say  the  least,  very  imperfectly  safeguarded  in  the  enjoyment  of 
the  ordinary  rights  of  property  and  social  well-being.  But  changes  of  this 
kind  are  not  carried  out  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  and  the  progress  made 
during  the  last  few  months,  though  not  so  quick  or  so  adequate  as  one  might 
have  hoped,  have  yet  not  been  unsubstantial.  It  is  impossible,  for  instance,  i 
to  compare  President  Kruger's  attitude  at  the  Bluemfontein  Conference  i^nly  1 
a  short  time  ago  with  the  proposals  put  forward  in  his  name  in  the  telegrams  I 
given  in  to-day's  papers,  hampered  though  those  proposals  still  are  by 
unacceptable  conditions,  without  seeing  that  there  has  been  a  real 
advance.  What,  then,  are  the  diffloultiea  that  stand  in  the  way  of  a 
more  rapid  and  complete  adjustment  ?    They  appear  to  ine  to  be  twofold. 
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,  On  the  one  hand,  thero  is  h  feeling  among  the  Boots — not  unnatural 
or  aIto|;ether  iliegitiiiiabe  if  we  remeniMr  the  aiscreditable  incident  of  the 
raid — that  Great  Britain  has  ulterior  designs  upon  the  independent  existence 
of  the  South  African  Republic-  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  suspidoii 
both  here  and  among  our  oonntrymen  in  South  Africa  that  the  provisiona, 
and  even  the  promises,  of  the  governing  bodj'  at  Pretoria  are  umbiKuous, 
and  may  be  inaincere.  Is  it  not  time  that  those  obstacles  to  a  settlement, 
formidable  and  even  insuperable  so  long  as  they  exist,  should  be  got  out  of 
the  way  !  So  far  an  wo  are  oonoemed — 1  mean  we  here  in  Great  Bribun — 
I  believe  that,  apart  from  a  few  noisy  but  insignificant  shouteia,  there  is   no 

I  real  or  genuine  body  of  opinion  in  this  country  which  deairea  for  a  moment 

'  to  destroy,  or  even  to  curtail,  the  internal  independence  of  the  Transvaal. 
We  deliberately  gave  it  back  its  autonomy,  and  we  do  not  desire  to  resume 
the  gift  ;  and,  aa  r^tarda,  on  the  other  hand,  the  reality  and  validity  of  any 
pledges  that  may  come  from  Pretoria,  while  I  agree  that  President  Kruger's 
methods  often  tai  one's  patience,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  all  important  to 
remember  that  in  respect  of  whatever  assurances  he  now  gives,  and  we  now 
accept,  we  shall  have,  1  will  not  say  hoetagaa,  but  at  least  as  sureties  for 
their  performance,  ^e  sentiment  and  the  sense  of  honour  of  the  whole 
Afrikander  population  in  South  Africa.  What,  then,  is  the  conclusion  — 
speaking  necessarily  with  great  brevity  upon  this  serious  and  ditlioult  topic 
— what  is  the  conclusion  to  which,  upon  a  fair  consideration  of  such  materials 
as  ore  available,  I  feel  bound  to  oome  )  It  is  this,  that  there  is  nothing  in 
the  situation,  delicate  and  even  dangerous  as  it  has  become,  which  cannot 

I   and  ought  not  to  be  safely  solved  by  firm  and  prudent  diplomacy 

Holding  this  view,  I  for  one  am  not  alarmed  by  the  irreaponsible  clamours 
which  we  hear  from  some  familiar  quarters  for  war.  I  do  not  believe,  I 
cannot  believe,  that  anything  has  occurred,  or  is  threatened,  to  bring  us 
even  within  a  measurable  distance  of  a  catastrophe  which  would  be  a 
reproach  to  Btatesmanship,  a  calamity  to  civilisation,  and  an  almost  inoalcu- 
lable  disaster  to  South  Africa." 


A  great  meeting  was  held  in  Manchester 

Mr.  John  Moblet     on  September  15th,  organised  by  the  Trans- 

AT  Manchester.       vaal  Committee,  at  which  the  chief  speakers 

were    Mr.    John    Morley   and    Mr.    Leonard 

Courtney,  in  support  of  the  following  resolution  : — 

"  That  this  meeting,  while  recognisintc  the  pressing  need  of  reform  of  the 
franchise  laws  of  the  Transvaal,  believes  that  this  reform  can  beet  be  secured 
by  pacific  means,  and  by  that  strict  respect  for  the  existing  independence  of 
the  South  African  Republic  to  which  Ministers  of  the  Queen  have  so 
repeatedly  pledged  themselves." 

Mr.  Morley  (unlike  a  good  many  speakers  are  wont  to  do)  stuok  to 
the  resolution.  He  insisted  on  (a)  the  need  for  reform,  and  (b)  the 
need  for  peace. 

{a)  Mr.  Morley  indicated  these  points  of  general  agreement : — 

"(1)  There  is  no  responsible  statesman  of  either  party,  whether  he  is  a 

Unionist  or  an  Imperialist  or  a  Liberal  or  a  Radical    .     .     .    who  will 

declare  that  we  are  not  in  favour  of  maintaining  in  all  its  fulness  and  all  its 

integrity  the  independence  of  the  South  African  Republic.    (2)  Then  I  say. 
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farther,  there  is  do  difference  among  lu  m  to  the  necaasity  of  redressing 
the  grieTBQces  from  which  those  who  are  called  the  Uitlanders  are  at  thie 
moment  Buffering  in  the  South  African  Bapublic.  .  .  .  These  are  two 
things  we  agree  upon.  There  is  a  third  thing  we  ^ree  upon  :  there  is  Qo 
difference  between  us  as  to  the  expediencji  and,  if  you  please,  the  necessity 
of  urging  the  South  African  Republic  to  give  a  liberal  and  a  substantiu 
And  an  immediate  fianohise." 
And  again  : — 

"...  We  must  be  careful  and  we  must  be  patient  Not  too 
patient— I  do  not  ask  it,  but  let  us  see  row  how  things  have  gone.  ,  .  . 
The  Government— and  I  entirely  agree  with  them  so  far  as  my  ^;reement 
is  worth  anything— the  Oovemmeiit  says,  '  What  we  buva  to  do  is  to  insist 
upon  the  franchise  being  granted,  a  vote  being  granted  to  the  Uitlander  in 
the  Tianavaal  Republic  after  five  years'  residence.'  Very  well,  I  agree. 
But  now  the  thing  is  not  ended.  Let  us  see  where  we  are.  We  are  now  in 
this  position,  that  the  Transvaal,  in  my  judgment,  cannot  withdrav  from 
the  five  years'  franchise." 

It    will    be  remembered  that  it  turned  out  that  the  Transvaal  did 
withdraw  this  offer. 

(b)  As  to  the  need  of  peace,  Mr.  Morley  said : — 

"  I  see  friends  of  mine  talk  of  a  definite  and  permanent  settlement  now 
and  once  for  all  as  if  all  economic,  all  the  racial  and  political  interests  in 
South  Africa  ware  as  simple  a  matter  as  passing  an  Act  of  Parliament. 
You  cannot  always  find  an  Act  of  Parliament  the  smooth  road  to  definite 
and  permanent  settlement.  Nobody  who  really  trios  to  take  a  large  and 
consistent  view  of  South  African  affairs — nobody  can  suppose  that  a  definite 
and  permament  settlement  is  immediately  within  reach  ;  and  I,  who  am 
very  often  colled  an  extreme  man- 1,  for  one,  entirely  distrust  all  political 
navigators  who  are  ever  steering  a  bee  liue  among  sunken  rocks  and  steering 
ahead  at  full  speed  through  a  thick  miat.  There  are  great  changes  in  store 
for  South  Africa,  but  uiere  are  changes  which  time  will  bring.  New 
economic  forces  will  gradually  work  t£eir  way.  New  political  forces  will 
slowly  make  themselves  felt,  new  trade  interests  will  grow,  all  these  will 
make  for  the  influence  of  England— the  influence  of  England,  call  it  para- 
mountcy,  call  it  supremacy  if  you  please,  if  you  are  fond  of  the  fascination 
of  on  arrogant  word — all  these  things  make  for  the  inSuence  of  England. 
High  mindedness  won't  help  you,  political  martinets  won't  help  you.  The 
sword  won't  help  you.  I  ask  myself  very  often  in  my  Uttle  doctrinaire 
study,  when  I  Chmk  about  these  things^think  about  them,  don't  write  about 
them  in  the  Vellow  Press — I  ask  myself  whether  the  man  with  the  sword 
blundering  in  and  slashing  at  the  knots  that  patient  stiiteamen  ought  to 
have  unti^  is  not  responsible  for  half  the  vorst  catastrophes  in  the  political 
history  of  Europe.  You  may  carry  fire  and  sword  into  the  midst  of  peace 
and  industry — such  a  war  of  the  strongest  Government  in  the  world  against 
this  weak  little  Republic,  and  the  strongest  Government  in  the  world,  with 
untold  wealth  and  meihsustible  resourcex,  will  bring  you  no  glory.  It  will 
bring  you  no  profit  but  mischief,  and  it  will  be  wrong.  You  may  make 
thousands  of  women  widows  and  thousands  of  children  fatherless.  It  will 
be  wrong.  You  may  add  a  new  province  to  your  Empire.  It  will  still  be 
wrong.  You  may  give  greater  buoyancy  to  the  South  African  stock  and 
ahare  market.     You  may  create  South  African  booms.     You  may  send  th» 

?ice  of  Mr.  Rhodes's  Chartereds  up  to  a  point  beyond  the  dream  of  avarice, 
ea,  even  then  it  will  be  wrong." 
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Sir  William  Harcourt  devoted  the  whole  of 

8iE  W.  Harcodrt     his  speech  to  his  constituents  iit  New  Tredegar 

O.v  THE  TRANaVAAt.    to  a  detailed  and  masterly  examination  of  the 

Transvaal  quetation.     We  reprint  his  argument 

about  the  suzerainty — it  would  be  impossible  to  better  it  in  anyway  : — 

' '  Now,  I  must  Bsh  you  to  bear  with  me  patiently  while  I  endeavour  to 
explain  to  you  what  was  the  limit  of  the  independence  which  was  then  tinted, 
r^ranted  I  should  say,  to  the  Transvaal  State.  Now,  it  was  considered 
then,  and  it  is  considered  now,  that  the  Transvaal  State  riught  not  to  enter 
into  foreign  relations  by  treaty  with  other  countries  without  the  consent  of 
the  British  Government.  In  my  opinion,  that  was  a  proper  and  just  principle. 
That  Convention,  as  it  was  called,  of  1881  reserved  to  Great  Britain  the 
light  of  veto  upon  treaties  with  foreiftn  States.  Secondly,  in  regard  t«  its 
internal  administration,  it  limited,  in  a  certain  degree,  the  internal  govern- 
ment and  autonomy  of  the  Tranavaal  State,  hut,  as  Lord  Derby,  who  was  then 
Colonial  Secretary,  stated  (I  give  his  words),  '  in  all  other  respects  entire 
freedom  of  action  was  accorded  not  inconsistent  with  the  rights  expreesly 
reserved,'  bo  that  in  the  Convention  of  1881— follow  me  here-  it  was  in  that 
first  Convention  of  1881  the  independence  so  limit«d  was  expressed  by  the 
word  suzerainty,  a  vague  word,  but  one  which  was  employed  in  that  Con- 
vention of  1881.  Now,  as  the  principal  obfltacle  to  a  natisfactory  settlement 
of  the  differences  has  unfortunately  turned  u|Km  the  ambip;uity  of  that  phrase, 
and  it  has  a  different  understandmg  by  both  parties,  you  must  allow  me  as 
precisely  as  I  can  to  explain  to  you  as  it  presents  iteelf  to  my  mind  what 
that  question  of  suzerainty,  as  it  is  called,  is.  In  1883,  two  years  after  the 
Convention  of  1881,  when  we  were  still  in  office.  President  Kruger  and  s 
delegation  came  to  London  and  complained  of  the  limitation  that  had  been 
imposed  upon  them  in  the  Convention  of  1881,  and  they  desired  certain 
alterations  in  those  limitations,  including  the  question  of  suzerainty,  and 
those  demands  were  in  part  refused,  and  in  part  they  were  granted  ;  and  in 
place  of  these  proposals  the  late  Lord  Derby,  who  was  then  Colonial  Secretary, 
wrote  this  to  President  Kruger  and  the  delegates  in  London  : — '  I  submit  for 
your  appiovaladraft  which  her  Majesty's  Government  propose  in  substitution 
for  the  Convention  of  1881,'  Therefore  there  was  not  to  bu  a  modification 
of  the  Convention,  but  there  was  to  be  a  new  Convention.  Now,  a  very 
important  document  was  that  draft  sent  by  Lord  Derby.  It  was  nut  printed 
in  the  British  Blue-book,  but  the  Trausvaal  Government  have  produced  it  and 
printed  it  in  their  correspondence.  In  the  Convention  of  1884  the  word 
'suzerainty  '  was  expressly  struck  out  and  obliterated,  and  Lord  Derby  in 
the  House  of  Lords  gave  the  reason  for  its  omission.  The  reason  he  gave 
for  its  omission  was,  '  We  have  abstained  from  using  the  word  because  it  is 
not  capable  of  lef;al  definition,  and  because  it  seemed  to  be  a  word  likely  to 
lead  to  misconception  and  misunderstanding.'  Has  it  not  led  to  misconcep- 
tion and  misundentanding,  and  is  it  not  the  misconception  and  the 
misunderetandiiig  of  that  word  and  what  is  conveyed  by  it  which  ia  now 
the  present  danger  and,  as  I  understand  it,  the  only  danger  of  war!  Then 
as  for  the  new  Convention.  You  have  a  Convention  in  which  the  word 
'  suzerainty  '  has  disappeared.  Tou  have  a  reservation  of  the  control  of  this 
country  over  the  treaty  relations  of  the  Transvaal,  and  what  was  the  result 
of  that  new  Convention  1  The  result  of  that  new  Convention  was  stated  by 
Lord  Derby  ;  and  now  this  is  a  very  important  statement.  He  said  : — *  By 
the  omission  of  those  articles  in  the  Convention  of  1881  which  assigned  to  her 
Majesty  and  the  British  Government  certain  specific  powers  and  functions 
connected  with  the  internal  government  and  the  foreign  relations,  yoar 
Government  will  be  left  free  to  govern  the  country  without  int«rferenca,  to 
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conduct  ite  diplomatic  intercourse,  und  shape  its  foreign  policy,  subject  only 
to  the  requirements  embodied  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  new  draft  that  any 
treaty  with  a  foreign  State  shall  not  have  effect  without  the  approval  of  the 
Queen.'  Therefore,  I  think  you  may  take  it  with  absolute  certainty  that 
Uie  new  Convention  of  1884  was  this.  It  kept  the  control  of  foreign 
sflairs  under  the  veto  of  the  British  Government,  and  in  respect  of  their 
internal  affairs  struck  out  the  word  '  auzerainty,'  leavinz,  or  giving,  to  the 

rple  of  the  Transvaal  absolute  internal  authority — home  rule,  in  fact 
theniBelves.  I  should  say  that  liord  Derby  had  also  in  that  speech 
aaid  : — '  We  have  kept  the  substance ' — and  he  explained  what  the  substance 
was — '  a  controlling  power  which  gives  us  the  right  of  veto  over  a  treaty 
with  foreign  Powers.  That  was  the  substance.  He  did  not  say — on  the 
contrary,  he  said  exactly  the  oppoBite— he  did  not  say  they  had  kept  the 
control  of  the  internal  affaire  which  was  given  to  the  Government  of  the 
Tranavaol.  Lord  Cairns  and  Lord  Salisbury  had  argued  with  great  force 
thftt  where  you  did  not  keep  control  over  the  internal  affairs  the  word 
'  suzerainty '  was  not  appropriate,  because  that  meant  a  general  authority 
over  all  affairs  ;  and  that  is  ttie  ambiguity  under  which  we  are  now  suffering. 
The  word  'suzerain^'  was  oblitervted,  and  the  matter,  as  I  say,  remained 
upon  that  footing,  I  have  seen  in  The  Timet  t«-day  an  extract  from  Lord 
I>erby  which  I  have  not  had  the  opportunity  of  verifying,  but  I  give  it  to 
you  as  I  read  it  there  ;  and  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  it  is  incorrect.  He 
used  these  words.  It  is  said  that  he  telegraphed  a  few  days  before — that  is, 
before  his  speech  in  the  House  of  Lords,  to  which  I  have  referred — to  the  acting 
High  Commissioner  of  the  Cape  as  follows  ; — '  Convention  signed  to-day  ; 
the  same  complete  independence  in  the  Transvaal  as  in  the  Kree  State  ; 
conduct  and  control  of  diplomatic  intercourse  with  foreign  Govemtnents 
conceded  :  Queen's  final  approval  of  the  treaties  reserved  ;  delegates  appear 
well  satisfied,  and  there  is  a  cordial  feeling  between  the  two  Governments.' 
Nothing  can  bo  clearer  than  that.  I  have  Been  an  argument  put  forward 
which  Ihave  never  been  able  to  understand,  that  when  the  new  Convention 
was  mode,  not  the  old  (Convention  was  copied,  but  the  old  preamble.  Why 
should  we  copy  an  old  preamble  in  a  new  Convention?  In  the  preamble  of 
1884  the  word  '  suzeramty '  disappears,  and  it  is  not  found  in  any  of  the 
articles  of  that  Convention.  Thin  may  seem  rather  technical  to  you,  but  it 
really  lies  at  the  bottom  of  what  is  at  issue  to-day.  When  this  question 
arose  the  Government  of  the  Transvaal  put  forward  their  argumentii  against 
this  claim  of  general  suzerainty.  It  is  an  entire  mintake  to  assert  that  it 
was  originally  put  forward  by  President  Kruger.  On  the  contrary,  in  one 
of  the  despatches  of  Mr.  Chamberlain  he  had  asserted  this  doctrine  of  the 
suzerainty  reniaining  in  the  preHuible  of  1881,  and  it  was  in  reply  to  a 
despatch  of  his  of  October  Kith,  I  think  it  was  of  1897,  that  that  de.spatch 
from  the  Transvanl  was  written.  I  have  read  that  argument  of  theirs,  and 
all  I  can  say,  remumlwring  all  the  facts  of  the  CAse,  and  reading  them  now 
by  the  light  of  what  has  since  occurred,  I  can  see  no  valid  answer  to  that 
argument  of  thclr.'i.  Indued,  u[Hin  receiving  that  argument  Sir  Alfred 
Muner,  the  High  C)[niiiissiiiiier  at  the  Cujie,  says  this  :^ 

'I  am  udaUIe)  mvHflf  t»  nfi  anything  very  material  in  tliia  contcovtr.'y  (M'lt  i>.  iht 
lu:'  roinl'i).  I<utli  |wrtii'R  axreii  (hat  (he  CimvBiitiuD  of  lHtI4  dcttriqiiK'H  tlirir  iii'itiial 
relntioiiH.  and  the  ti<>vt^iiii(>nc  u(  the  Soiitli  African  U^iiubliu  h:ut  rriifaCitilly 
decliired  it.*  intention  [)f  uliidinf;  by  the  lerma  of  the  ConvunCion.  Wiiil  the  rifthc 
inttirpietutiou  uf  llit-MU  ulau-ii'it  m  stxtma  to  roe  a  luattur  of  moment.  Whi'thfr  cha 
reliitiiiii»hi|>  crHated  liy  lliurn  in  |iru]frly  ilcHcrihed  aa  auzerainty  i*  nut.  in  uiy  ogiiniun, 
of  ranch  impiirUnoo.  Ic  id  a  qnititioiiof  utj'iiiuliiijical  rather  thniiol  ]iaiiiii;:il  intrrfst.' 

Very  well,  I  aj;rue  t..  thai 
real  question  is,   what  w 
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givinK  authority  to  this  eoantrj  over  the  foreign  relations  of  the  Transvaal, 
and  tbe  aubatance  to  them  was  giving  Chem  complete  independence  in  the 
managament  of  their  own  a&irs.  I  use  the  word  '  independence '  because  it 
ia  us^  in  the  verj  last  despatch  of  her  Majesty's  Oovarnment,  and  it  wasuted 
in  thedespstchjas  the  description  of  the  grant  to  the  Transvaal.  ,  .  .  Well, 
I  think  the  Transvaal  Government  were  wrong ;  having  made  the  propoeKl 
of  five  years  they  ought  to  have  adhered  to  it,  and  ought  to  have  adhered 
to  the  conditions.  I  think  the  conditions  ought  to  have  been  accepted,  and, 
as  I  said  before,  the  Uitlandeni  would  have  had  a  five  years'  qualification 
and  we  should  be  exactly  in  the  position  we  deliberately  assumed  in  1884. 
Now,  in  my  opinion,  upon  this  quarrel,  upon  an  ambiguous  suzeraint;, 
you  are  not  to  go  to  the  issue  of  arms.  Is  it  not  possible  Uiat  we  can  revert 
to  the  position  of  a  few  weeks  ago  when  this  reasonable  offer  was  made 
accompanied  by  reasonable  conditions  1  We  do  not  want  to  alter  the  offer, 
because  every  one  admits  that  it  is  good,  but  if  there  is  an  ambiguity  in  the 
definition  of  the  conditions,  for  Qud'a  sake  let  us  go  and  clear  it  up, 
and  not  go  t«  war  about  it  In  my  opinion,  what  ought  to  be  done  ia  to 
accept  the  franchise  as  offered  for  examination.  1  think  it  is  fair  that  ther« 
should  be  an  examination  of  the  details,  and  that  the  Government  should 
give  the  assurance  to  the  Transvaal  which  the  Transvaal  hava  asked 
for — that  is,  the  assurance  that  under  the  name  of  suzerainty  they  will 
not  claim  to  interfere  in  every  particular  whenever  they  choose  in  the 
internal  afiairs  of  the  Transvaal.  Is  it  beyond  the  resources  of  diplomacy 
to  retrieve  a  false  position  like  this  on  both  sides  and  to  restore 
this  offer  of  August  which  has  now  fallen  through  )  We  hear  a  great  deal 
of  tolk  about  supremacy,  of  the  paramountcy.  They  are  big  words,  and 
these  big  words  you  ought  to  consider  and  undersland  what  they  mean,  and 
how  far  they  go,  and  how  far  they  will  lead.  In  some  senses,  of  course,  we 
are  supreme  in  South  Africa.  We  hava  the  command  of  force.  We  are 
supreme  and  irresistible  in  our  force.  We  can  do  what  we  like.  We 
can  crush  these  Dutchmen  in  the  Transvaal,  and  you  will  have  to  crush 
the  Dutchmen  all  over  South  Africa.  You  may  send  out  a  corpt  d'amUe, 
and  you  can  do  that ;  of  that  there  is  no  doubt.  But  that,  I  hope,  is 
not  the  question.  For  us  it  is  not  what  we  can  do,  but  what  it  is  right 
we  should  do,  and  what  we  ought  tu  do.  That  is  the  only  supremacy  which 
I  claim  for  the  English  nation." 


Professor  Westlake  (who  is  a  Unionist  in 

Professor  Wbstlake  politics)  wrot«  a  very   lucid  and  convincing 

ON  THE  SuzERAtNTy    letter  to  the   Timet  of    September   22ncl,    in 

which  he  pointed  out  the  shadowy  natnre   of 

the  claim   for  suzerainty.     Speaking  with   all   the   authority   of  an 

international  lawyer,  Professor  Westlake  said : — 

"  It  may  be  hoped  from  the  turn  which  the  negotiations  hava  taken  that 
more  will  not  be  heard  in  them  about  suzerainty  in  any  other  sense  than 
that  in  which  it  may  be  used — though  in  the  circumstances  it  would  be 
indiscreet  so  to  use  it — for  eipreeaing  the  paramount  authority  of  the 
United  Kingdom  under  the  Oinvention  of  1684.  The  South  African 
Republic  is  an  international  State,  but,  limited  as  are  its  foreign  relations 
under  Article  4  of  that  Convention,  it  is  not  an  independent  but  a  dependent 
one,  not  a  sovereign  but  a  semi -sovereign  one.  Not  the  less  however, 
because  the  topic  may  not  again  be  mentioned  in  despatches,  it  is  necessary 


)  by  Google 


Ootober,  1B».]  TBB  UBBBAL   HAQiZlHB.  493 

that  we  in  this  country  shnuld  bear  the  truCh  about  it  in  mind  while  dis- 
cussing other  topics.  Take,  for  instance,  the  question  of  the  franchisa.  I 
must  raoatl  what  I  said  in  the  beginning,  that  I  am  not  expressing  an 
opinion  on  the  whole  controversy,  and  I  allow  that  even  on  grounds  of 
general  inbematiunal  law  a  demand  not  based  on  treaty,  and  in  exceea  of 
'  ordinary  international  rights,  may  ba  made  when  it  appears  to  be  the  only 
way  of  remedying  a  situation  which  has  bond  fide  become  intolerable.  But 
the  ai^uments  which  have  been  used  in  a  part  of  our  Press,  seeking  Ut 
bring  the  claim  of  easy  naturalisation  and  the  franchise  within  Article  14  uf 
the  Convention  of  London,  as  a  necessary  oonsequenoe  of  the  stipulation  (or 
the  admission  of  aliens  to  reside  in  the  territory  of  the  Repubhc,  must 
surely  have  contributed  to  that  suspicion  of  British  sinoerity  which  appears 
to  be  the  great  obstacle  to  an  arrangement.  When  it  is  pointed  out  that  a 
stipulation  which  is  common  in  commercial  treaties  gives  us  no  rights  for 
our  subjects  which  we  could  not  claim  for  them  if  they  went  to  live  in 
Russia,  it  is  answered  that  on  account  of  something  at  the  back  of  it  the 
Convention  of  London  is  not  as  other  Conventions.  The  refinements  by 
which  this  conclusion  has  been  reached  have  eluded  my  comprehension, 
except  so  far  as  this,  that  I  can  see  they  have  been  grafted  in  some  way  on 
the  stem  which  springs  from  the  taproot  of  the  mysterious  suzerainty.  If 
we  wish  to  dispel  suspicion  as  to  our  ulterior  designs,  and  to  encourage  the 
Republic  to  have  faith  that  sny  arrangement  by  which  the  present  dilhaulties 
may  be  terminated,  be  it  only  by  an  exchange  of  notes,  shall  really  be  what 
it  appears  to  be  on  its  face,  and  shall  not  be  subject  to  the  system  of  inter- 

Eretation  which  a  part  of  the  Press  has  applied  Ut  the  Convention  of 
undon,  then  it  behoves  ku  to  make  it  clear  that  we  repudiate  any  such 
eyatem  of  interpretation.  What  we  have  to  do  is,  on  the  one  hand,  to 
maintain  the  Couveation  of  London  to  the  full  extent  of  its  language,  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  to  be  simple  in  interpreting  that  language.  If  anything 
more  than  this  has  become  needful,  we  have  to  say  that  also  plainly,  after 
well  assuring  ourselves  that  it  is  so." 

The  gist  of  the  argument  ia  that  our  rights,  whatever  they  are — say 
those  of  "semi-aovereigQty" — are  only  such  as  are  defined  by  the 
London  Convention. 


It  would  be  quite  a  mistake  to  imagine 

Vtiioiiigt  that  what  is   called  the  peace  party  is   con- 

FBOTEfiTS  Against     fined  to  those  who  are  ordinarily  opposed  to  the 

Wae.  Goverament.     Amongst  Unionist  members  of 

Parliament  Mr.  Courtney,  Sir  Edward  Clarke, 

Mr.  Arthur  Elliot,  Mr.  H.  8.  Foster,  and  Mr.  J.  M.  Maclean  have  all 

protested  against  war  as  well  as  "  A  Unionist  M.P."  writing  in  the 

WealmingUr  Gazette.     The  most  notable  of  these  protests  was  mode  by 

Sir  Edward  Clarke,  who  (after  stating  that  he  would  at  once  resign  if 

the  Conservative  Association  asked  him  to  do  so  and  would  no  longer 

seek  to  represent  Plymouth)  said  : — 

"  No  less  a  period  than  two  years,  from  May,  1897,  to  May,  1899,  was 
occupied  by  the  sending  of  five  despatches  one  way  or  the  other,  but  the 
whole  situation  was  changed  by  the  conference  at  Bloemfontein  on  June 
23rd,  1H99.  Most  unfortunately  there  came  across  the  promising  negotia- 
tions in  connection  with  the  franchise  the  shadow  of  the  suzerainty  which 
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had  been  Hllegetl  by  Mr.  ChsmberUJn  on  October  16th,  1898.  It  wu  renlly 
this  queBtion  of  the  suzerainty  which  hod  prevented  us  from  beiog  at  this 
moment  at  peace  with  the  South  African  Repubhc.  From  March  17th, 
1884,  until  October  16th,  1898,  no  responsible  Minister  of  the  Crown  bad 
ever  used  in  dealing  with  the  affairs  of  the  Transvaal  Republic  anj  phrase 
which  a.<iserted  over  that  Republic  the  suzerainty  of  the  Crown.  Therefore, 
when  in  October,  1698,  the  Transvaal  Republic  received  a  despatch  in  which 
they  were  told  that  arbitration  would  not  be  accepted,  because  her  Majesty 
was  Ruzorain  of  the  Transvaal  State,  they  could  not  wonder  that  the  Trans- 
vaal Government  challenged  that  pro^iosicion  and  denied  it.  They  denied 
the  suzerainty  on  the  part  of  this  country,  and  he  did  not  see  how  any  one 
oarefully  examining  the  history  and  documents  of  the  cose  could  come  to 
any  conclunion  but  that  they  were  justified  in  Che  denial.  In  the  admirable 
despatch  which  was  sent  out  to  South  Africa  aft«r  the  Cabinet  Council  which 
assembled  last  Friday  the  word  'suzerainty'  had  been  left  out,  just  as  it  waa 
left  out  by  Lord  Derby  in  1884.  Had  that  despatch  gone  out  to  SouUi 
Africa  in  the  middle  of  August,  he  believed  we  should  have  been  spared  all 
the  anxiety  and  all  the  terrible  loss  that  had  fallen  upon  our  commercial 
interests  during  the  last  aii  weeks.  But  it  was  not  to<t  late.  He  was 
not  hopeless  of  peace.  It  was  true  that  at  the  last  moment  there  was 
another  difficulty  in  the  despatch  of  July  27th,  1899.  There  was  ft 
phrase  which  had  undoubtedly  given  rise  to  difficulty.  It  was  said  in 
that  despatch  'There  can  be  no  question  of  the  interprebLtion  of  the 
Convention  of  1881,  which  governs  the  articles  substituted  in  the  Con- 
vention of  1884.'  There  was  no  pretence  for  that  Convention  at  all.  It 
frightened  one  to  think  that  there  might  come  upon  us  a  terrible  war 
because  there  was  a  difference  as  to  the  interpretation  of  a  preamble.  It 
reminded  him  of  the  two  men  who  had  quarrelled  all  through  their  lives,  and 
at  last  came  to  make  a  treaty  of  friendship,  but  fought  a  duel  upon  the 
question  of  which  of  them  should  sign  the  paper  first.  We  were  not 
committed  to  war,  and  he  rejoiced  to  believe  it.  He  refused  to  believe  that 
the  Government  which  had  served  the  country  so  well  would  allow  a  clumsy 
correspondence  to  issue  in  an  unnecessary  war.  For  one  man  who  was 
to-day  in  favour  of  war  because  of  the  interests  of  the  Uitlanders  there 
were  a  dozen  ready  to  shout  for  war  because  they  wanted  to  avenge  Kfajuba 
Hill.  But  if  Majuba  Hill  had  to  bo  avenged  at  all  the  time  was  then— not 
now,  after  the  lapse  of  eighteen  years.  The  Transvaal  had  since  made 
conventions  with  us,  and  against  a  Republic  which  hod  treated  with  us, 
assured  of  our  friendship,  the  stormy  and  tempestuous  [Hirtion  of  the 
Conservative  party  were  willing  to  wage  war  in  order  to  avenge  Majuba.  It 
would  be  a  disgrace  to  the  country  to  enter  on  such  a  canqiaign.  It  was 
time  to  remind  our  countrymen  of  the  greatest  piiem  written  by  any  living 
man  ;  and  ihe  majestic  appeal  made  to  ua  a  little  time  ago  :— 

'  (lod  of  Diir  fathni'A  known  of  old, 

'  I^rd  uf  our  far-flime  liattle  lint', 
'  BCTieath  wluwo  awtiii  H.nnd  we  hold 

'  l>nniiDiiin  ovit  palm  and  pine  ; 


It  was  casiiT  and  noliler  for  the  slrong  to  ho  generous  than  for  the  weak  to 
he  submiKsive.  lA't  us,  therefme,  slmw  to  the  world  the  p'>lic\'  and  pattern 
of  a  Ciirislian  State,  and  so  should  wc  give  to  man  the  bleHsingfi  ot  peace, 
and  to  the  dear  country  of  our  birth  the  greatest  of  all  honour  it  c.in  have." 
Wc  often  dilFer  very  strongly  from  Sir  Edward  Clarko,  but  ho  lias  at 
all  events  the  courage  of  his  opinions. 
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Thanks  to  a  Parliamentary  return  (moved 

The  for  by  Mr.  Carvell  Williams)  we  are  now  able 

Clerical  Dole.       to  give  in  the  following  table  the  exact  amount 

which  each  County  and  County  Boroufjh  will 

receive  of  the  £87,000  annually  to  be  given  to  the  clergy  under  the 

Olertcal  Tithes  Bill,     The  third  column  in  the  table  shows  how  much 

of  this  sum  ia  actually  obtained  by  the  respective  counties  and  county 

boroughs,    bat  we  are  still  without  information   as    to  the   amount 

received  by  the  clergy  in  the  various  localities : — 


Manut  of  Coantiet,  unrl  oF  Count;  Bonni 

ghi 

i 

^ 

<i»«me.l,  tor  thepaipoiMof  the 

Loal  Ooverament  Act.  1888,  to  be  >Ituiile  therein. 

i 

2. 

3.* 

ENGLAND. 

£ 

£ 

Bedford  County 

16.779 

510 

Bbbks  County         

20.363 

619 

Readinft  County  Borough     ... 

4,5G9 

139 

BoCKiNOHAii  County         

20,70a 

630 

Cambbiugb  County 

13,003 

396 

Chkotbr  Ciiunty      

61,040 

1,552 

Birkenhead  County  Borough 

7,376 

224 

Chester  County  Borough 

3,600 

110 

Stockport  County  Borough    ... 

c,!iiy 

210 

Cornwall  County 

24,178 

736 

CtTMBEKL AND  County              

22,2ti8 

077 

Dbrbt  County         

36,168 

1,070 

Derby  County  Borough 

6.646 

202 

Devon  County         

42.634 

1.297 

Devonport  County  Borough  ... 

3,2!t7 

100 

Eseter  County  Borough 

4,044 

123 

Plymouth  County  Borough   ... 

6.1)11 

183 

I>OBSETCi.unty       

23,844 

725 

DuKHAM  County     

45.422 

:,382 

GateHhund  County  Borough  ... 

5,.t-'7 

IBS 

Sout!i  Shields  County  Borough 

3,831 

117 

SinKlei-lHnd  County  liorough 

8.4:«> 

■257 

ElT,  Inlk  of,  Crmnty         

8,1140 

246 

•  Adjiislnients  l>et»ecn  the  Counties  and  Bomnffha  havp  nnt  h 
accsnint  in  i^ilculatiiig  thf  amcmnta  pnter^  in  thi-Culmiin.  Fimlii 
lenB  than  Ittn.  Iinve  bi'i'n  disrpgarded  ;  thosw  amouiiting  to  tUs..  or  tu  ii 
have  Iwra  reckoneil  ns  £1. 
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Essex  County          

£ 
e3,575 

£ 
1,934 

West  Ham  County  Borough 

18,116 

661 

Oloucbbtbb  County         

46,182 

1,374 

Bristol  County  Borough        

22,312 

679 

Glouoester  County  Borough 

'^'^i 

68 

Hereford  County 

IHlt 

671 

HSRTTORD  County 

24,768 

763 

HuNTUiaiKiN  Counl^         

7,473 

227 

Kent  County           

86,664 

2,636 

1,720 

62 

Lancaster  County 

142,410 

4,331 

Barrow- in-PumesH  County  Borough 

3.086 

94 

Blackburn  County  Borough 

t'l^\ 

203 

Bolton  County  Borough        

^SiS 

244 

4,903 

149 

Burnley  County  Borough      

!'^ 

119 

Bury  County  Borough           

4,922 

160 

Liverpool  County  Borough 

69,731 

2,121 

49,104 

^•S* 

6,799 

207 

Preston  County  Borough 

6,782 

206 

Bochdale  County  Borough 

6,300 

161 

St  Helens  County  Borough 

3,836 

117 

Salford  County  Borough        

Wigan  County  Borough         

17,940 

616 

3,607 

110 

Leicester  County 

19,296 

587 

Lincoln  ; 

Parts  of  Holland  County     

9,999 

304 

7,654 

233 

ParU  of  Kasteven  County 

12,922 

393 

Parts  of  Lindsey  County      

22,362 

680 

Grirasby  County  Borough 

2,228 

68 

Lincoln  County  Borough  ...        

2,681 

79 

London  County      

628,084 

19,103 

Middlesex  County 

80,397 

2,446 

Monmouth  County 

16,646 

606 

Newport  County  Borough     

4,916 

149 

NORFOLE  County 

31,884 

970 

Great  Yarmouth  County  Borough 

3,199 

»7 

Norwich  County  Borough 

7,036 

214 

Northampton  County        

21,763 

662 

3,798 

116 

Northumberland  County           

27,723 

843 

14,506 

441 

NorriNOH AM  County         

20,411 

621 

Nottingham  County  Borough           

15,696 

474 

Oxford  County       

17,907 

645 

4.040 

123 

Peterdorodoh,  tjoKE  OF,  County           

3,567 

108 

BiiTL.«»D  County 

2,718 

83 

Salop  County 

25,184 

766 

Somerset  County 

46,562 

1,416 

Bath  County  Borough            

4,746 

144 
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£ 

£ 

SoDTHAMPTON  County        

31,795 

967 

Portsmouth  County  Borough           

11,317 

344 

Southampton  County  Borough         

.^•^ 

164 

Btaftord  County 

69,663 

1,816 

Hftnley  County  Borough       

Wais^  County  Borough        

4,635 

138 

3.807 

116 

WoBt  Brom  wich  County  Borough 

3,764 

114 

Wolverhampton  County  Borough 

6,707 

174 

SciTOLK,  East,  County 

13,484 

410 

IpBwich  County  Borough       

4,174 

127 

ScyFOLK,  Wmt,  County 

U,244 

261 

SuRBSr.  County       

66,888 

1,730 

Croydon  County  Borough      

13,560 

412 

Sussex,  EA-ti,  County       

28.540 

868 

10,092 

307 

3,608 

107 

SuBBBi,  West,  County       

13,296 

404 

WiBWiCK  County 

29,944 

911 

41,939 

1,276 

Coventry  County  Borough 

3,156 

96 

Weotmoblasd  County       

6,306 

192 

WwHT,  Iblb  OF,  County 

9,062 

276 

Wii-ra  County          

WoKCSSTBE  County 

36,611 

1,083 

30,101 

916 

Ihidley  County  Boroi^h        

2,985 

91 

WorcBBter  County  Borough 

3,332 

101 

York.  Eabt  Kibinq,  County        

12.015 

366 

KingHton- upon- Hull  County  Borough 
YoHK,  North  Ridinh,  County 

16,103 

490 

24,006 

730 

Middlesbrough  County  Borough      

4,190 

127 

YOKK,  WtsT  HiDiNO,  County       

108,108 

3,288 

Bradford  County  Borough 

14,177 

431 

Halifax  County  Borough        

Huddersfield  County  Borough          

4.813 

146 

6,867 

209 

Leadt  County  Borough         

24,776 

754 

22,644 

686 

3.965 

120 

WALES. 

Akolebst  County 

2,516 

77 

Bebcoh  County       

5,136 

156 

Carmoas  County 

4,396 

134 

Cabmakthen  County         

9,107 

277 

Carsarvon  County           

8,354 

254 

Drkbioh  County     

10,923 

332 

Flint  County          

7,829 

238 

Gi-aworoan  County           

26,270 

799 

Cardiff  CouDty  Borough        

8,658 

260 

Swansea  County  Borough      

6,517 

198 

Merioneth  County                      

3,788 

115 

MoNTOOMBRT  County         

7,545 

229 

Pembroke  County 

6,787 

176 

Raqmor  County      

2,692 

82 

TOTAl 

2,860,384 

87,000 
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We  give  below  the  figures  relating  to  the 
British  Trade.       ImporU  and  Exports  for  August,  along  with 
a  table  showing  the  year's  trade    to   date,  m 
mpared  with  the  same  period  during  1898  ;— 


Month  ending  Aug.  31»t     : 

^ 

1899.          1          189S.           1 

ImpoB. 

£ 
40,6»3,3»8 

*22.268,538 

6,053,733 

£          ,          £ 
37,204,185  ,     3,489,213 
20,188,01(1  1      2,072,522 

4,531.548  '         622,185 

£ 

Be-exiiorts  of  Foreign^ 
and                  f 

— 

68,006,669 

61,921,749        6,083,920 



Year's  Tradb  to  Date. 

For  tha  eight  months  ending 

l..^. 

Deoreue. 

3UtAug., '99. 

sietAog., -de. 

Im     rU 

£ 
317,327,164 
n71,976,3«0 

44,002.738 

£ 
309,064,163 
152,784,073 

41,748,111 

£ 
8.263,011 
19,192,317 

2,254,627 

£ 

Colonial  Meroliandise/ 

— 

Total 

633,306,292 

503,596,337 

29,709,966 



Mr.  Eugene  Wolff,  the  Biitish  Vice-Consul 

Tub  Strange  Case     at  Wiborg,  has  been  dismissiKl   from  his  post 

OP  5Ir.  Wolff.        under     the     following     remarkable      circum- 


(l)  On  September  6th  the  British  Consul-Gen  era  I  in 
burg  forwjirded  to  Mr.  Wolff  copy  of  the  following  despatch  from  her 
Majesty's  Ainl>assador,  dated  September  2nd  : — 

"Tiie  Govuniur  Ociiural  of  Finland  has  cnlkd  tho  attention  of  the 
Imperial  (invent  men  I  to  the  iictiuii  of  Mr.  Eu^uue  Woltl'.  British  Vice- 
GonBLil  at  Wibiiry,  wlio  is  clini^ed  by  (Joneral  l{i>brikutl'  with  taking  an 
active  iHirt  in  iH)litieiil  agitation  in  that  Grand  Duchy  and  with  having 
criticisi'il  in  [lublii:  s|>uec1ies  tiie  acls  of  the  Eiiiperiir'H  Oiivennnent.  Such 
action,  hii  Excellency  statea,  being  altoguther  inconiimtible  with  Mr,  Wolffs 
position  iis  a  Cunstilar  oHicur  in  Finland.of  a  Power  in  friendly  relations  witJi 

•TIh'm-  aiiicHiiits  include  llic  value  of  dbw  aliips,  not  ri-j-istKred  aM  British,  not 
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Rnssia,  renders  bis  further  contiuuaDce  in  that  ca^iacity  undesirable  in  the 
intereat  of  public  order. 

*'  By  Che  Emperor's  coFamanda  the  seriouB  attention  of  her  MajaBty's 
Embassy  has  been  invited  to  the  official  chai^  bTOUi;ht  agHinBt  Mr.  Wolff 
of  interfering  in  the  political  afiiiira  of  a  country  in  which  he  holds  a 
Cousular  appointment  from  her  Majesty's  Government,  and  under  instruc- 
tions  from  the  Murquis  of  Sniiabury,  I  have  now  to  direct  you  to  call  on  Mr. 
Wolff  for  explanations  of  the  attitude  and  action  attributed  to  him  and  to 
report  them  to  me  without  li>ss  of  time." 

(2)  The  despatch  readied  Mr.  Wolff  on  September  Hth,  and  two 
days  later  (on  September  16th)  he  replied,  in  obedience  to  the  Ambas- 
sador's request  for  an  explanation  t — 

"  I  beg  humbly  to  state  that  there  is  no  political  agitation  going  on  in 
this  oountry,  and  I,  therefore,  cat^urically  aeny  having  taken  part  in  a 
movement  not  eiisting. 

"It  is  true  that  there  is  all  over  the  country  in  every  range  of  the  people 
a  feeling  of  disquiet  and  sorrow  i^used  by  the  Imperial  manifesto  of 
February  3rd  (16th}  last,  depriving  a  people,  used  since  oenturiea  to  partake 
in  the  making  of  its  laws,  of  this  right.  But  this  feeling  is  not  the  reiuU  of 
any  agitation.  There  is  no  need  for  such  an  agitation,  where  everybody  ia 
conacious  of  hia  rights  and  freedom  and  where  every  man,  oven  the 
humblest,  understands  that  the  manifesto  is  equal  to  a  stroke  drawn  across 
the  inherited  Constitution  of  which  the  Emperor  Alexander  I.  s.iid  in  his 
Ukase  of  February  9th  (2lBt),  1816,  '  Assured  that  the  Constitution  and  laws 
which  adopted  to  the  customs,  education,  and  spirit  of  the  Finnish  people 
since  ancient  times,  has  constituted  the  basis  of  its  civic  liberty  and  quiet, 
could  not,  without  detriment  to  these,  be  limited  or  changed,  We,  etc.'  .  . 
"  But  if  these  unanimous  sentiments  of  a  whole  people  and  itii  earnest 
daily  repeated  protest  against  the  violation  of  its  Constitution,  '  the  very 
cornerstone  of  its  social  structure,'  means  political  agitation,  then  every  man 
and  woman  in  this  country  is  an  agitator,  and  will  remain  so  until  the 
manifesto,  which  is  the  cause  of  the  trouble,  is  recalled. 

"My  personal  action  in  this  question,  which  has  been  the  daily,  I  may 
almost  say  the  only,  subject  of  conversation  during  the  Inst  sis  months 
where  two  people  met  in  this  country,  has  been  limited  to  the  following  \  — 
When  the  question  arose  of  sending  a  deputation,  consisting  of  one 
member  elected  from  every  parish  in  the  country,  for  the  purpose  of  laying 
before  the  Emperor  a  humble  address  giving  expression  to  the  sontinients  of 
amazement  ana  sorrow  caused  by  the  manifesto,  and  the  election  took  place 
here  in  Wiborg,  I  was  out  of  town.  On  returning  home  from  my  journey 
I  was  informed  that  I  had  with  unanimity  been  chosen  as  the  representant 
for  Wiborg.  In  the  slate  of  general  disquiet  prevailing  I  considered  it  my 
duty  to  accept  the  charge  which  I  would  have  declined  had  I  been  present  at 
the  election.  When  the  deputation  of  almost  500  Finnish  citizens  repre- 
sentinK  every  class  of  the  population  of  the  Grand  Duchy  had  received  at 
Petertbunt  the  answer  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  to  their  humble  request 
of  being  aHowed  to  lay  before  htm  the  address  signed  by  more  than  half  a 
million  of  their  countrymen,  I  was  again  chosen  tu  express  in  the  name  of 
thia  great  deputation  their  sentiments  in  consequence  of  the  answer  com- 
municated to  them.  Again  I  found  I  could  not  decline  the  charge,  though  T 
accepted  it  very  unwillingly,  sure  as  I  was  that  there  were  among  us  many  a 
man  who  would  have  given  expression  to  our  sentiments  in  better  terras 
than  I  could.     Thia  is  my  explMiation  concerning  "  criticising  "  in  public 

apeeches  the  acts  of  the  Emperor's  Government In  concluding, 

I  aUow  myself  yet  most  respectfully  to  point  out  that  in  accepting  the 
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honour  of  being  a  British  Consular  officer,  I  have  not  relinquiahed  the  riKhtB 
and  duties  as  a  citizen  in  my  own  countrj'.  It  the  performance  of  tbea» 
duties  are  incompatible  with  mj  position  as  a  British  Vice-Consul,  I  b^  to 

Cthis  office,  which  I  have  now  nald  tor  13  jreara,  at  the  ditposol  of  ner 
jesty'a  Government." 

(3)  On  the  same  day,  however,  on  which  the  above  letter  w»s 
written  (September  16th)  a  telegram  from  her  Majesty's  Coosol- 
General  in  St.  Petersburg  was  despatched  to  Mr.  Wolff,  stating : — 
"  Your  resignation  has  been  accepted,"  to  which  Mr.  Wolff  replied 
as  follows  on  September  18th  ; — 

"Your  telei{rani  informiDg  mo  that  my  resignation  had  been  accepted 
before  even  I  had  tendered  it,  and  before  my  explanations  in  consei^uence  of 
the  charge  of  political  agitation  brought  against  me  by  General  Bobnkoff  had 
reached  you,  was  banded  to  me  yesteiUBy  early  in  the  morning.  I  fully 
appreciate  this  considerate  treatment  after  13  years  of  Consular  service, 
and  now  only  await  your  instructions  to  whom  I  have  to  hand  over  the 
Consulate." 

Mr.  Wolff,  it  ought  to  be  added,  was  not  paid  for  his  services 
for  the  last  thirteen  years.  Even  assuming  (what  we  do  not  know  to 
be  the  fact)  that  the  Russian  request  mode  it  imperative  for  Great 
iiritain  to  dismiss  Mr.  Wolfi^  there  can  be  no  excuse  for  the  manner  in 
which  this  was  done.  Altogether  it  is  a  story  which  requires  a  good 
deal  of  explanation. 

POINTS    FROM    THE    PAPERS. 

From  Ike  Times,  September  IWA,  1899. 

"  I  have  just  read  in  your  issue  of  the  7th  inst.  Messrs.  Mabbett 
and  Edge's  letter,  in  which  they  state  that  the  Manor  Farm, 
LudgerBtaall,  let  at  £286  with  outgoings  of  £113  and  a  net  rental  of 
£172,  was  sold  by  them  in  July.  1898,  at  auction,  to  the  War  Office, 
for  £9,350,  which,  they  say,  is  'nothing  more  than  its  fair  value  in 
the  open  market.' 

"This  is  an  object  lesson  amply  proving  the  case  for  which  I 
have  all  along  contended,  that  agricultural  property  does  in  fact 
pay  estate  duty  on  less  than  its  fairvalue  in  the  open  market,  while 
all  other  property  pays  on  that  value  to  the  uttermost  farthing. 

' '  For  under  section  7  (5)  of  the  Finance  Act,  thia  Manor  Farm 
would  pay  on  £172  x  25  =  £4,300,  an  estate  duty  at  3  per  cent,  of 
£129, 

"  If,  however,  instead  of  being  agricultural  property  it  were  any 
other  kind  of  property,  real  or  personal,  it  would  pay  on  the  whole 
£9,350,  an  estate  duty  at  3  per  cent,  of  £280  10s. 

"  I  repeat  (what  I  first  said  in  your  issue  of  May  30th  last  and 
again  in  your  issue  of  August  29th)  that,  if  it  be  right  in  the  case  of 
toe  Manor  Farm  so  to  estimate  its  principal  value  as  to  relieve  it  of 
more  than  half  the  duty,  then  it  must  also  be  right  to  apply  the 
same  method  to  the  £9,350  cash,  for  Messrs.  Mabbett  and  Edfce 
testify  that  the  farm  and  the  caah  are  convertible  terms  and  esacUy 
represent  each  other." 

Utter  from  Mb.  Gibson  Bowlbs,  M.P.,  dated  September  12th,  1899. 
The  argument  of  this  would  seem  to  be  unanswerable. 
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Frvm  the  Biminsham  Post,  Septentber  Bth,  1899. 

"It  would,  hoirever,  be  uncandid  to  mnke  even  this  brief 
reference  to  tjie  legiBlative  histoiy  of  the  past  session  without 
TeferririK  ^lain  to  the  error  which,  in  our  judgment,  was  committed 
b7  the  Ooreniment  in  forcing  the  Tithes  Bill  through  Parliament. 
There  is  no  need  to  repeat  here  what  we  said  at  the  proper  time  in 
condemnation  of  the  Tithe-rent  Rating  Bill.  There  is  now  abun- 
dant eridencQ  that  we  spoke  the  sense  of  Idboral  Unionists,  and 
oven  of  many  Conser»atives,  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  The  Bill 
was  condemned  from  many  points  of  view.  Three  of  these  were 
enough  for  our  purpose.  We  opposed  the  Bill,  tirst,  fur  the  snme 
reason  that  we  opposed  the  earlier  Agricultural  Bating  Bill.  Both 
Bills  were  put  forward  aa  temporarj'  expedients  for  aSbrdinK  relief 
to  particular  classes  of  ratepayers  who  were  supposed  to  have  a 
special  grievance  under  the  existing  system  of  local  rating.  In  our 
opinion,  the  Government  had  no  moral  right  to  relieve  one  class  of 
ratepayers  at  tlie  expense  of  another  class  ;  and  we  held  that  the 
whole  question  of  rating  ought  to  be  boldly  faced,  and  not  made  the 
subject  of  tinkering  experimente.  Our  second  objection  was  that 
the  demand  for  the  Tithe  Bill  came  from  one  comparatively  small 
iiection  of  Government  supporters — the  clerical  section.  It  was  not 
legislation  Cor  the  Church,  but  for  the  clergy  ;  therefore  it  was 
distinctly  class  legislation  of  a  most  objectionable  type.  Our  third 
ground  of  opposition  was  that  such  legislation  had  a  tendency  to 
force  forwanl  the  question  of  disestablishment,  and  so  confront  the 
Unionist  alliance  with  a  problem  which  had  not  entered  into  the 
original  agreement.  In  our  judgment,  it  was  bail  policy  on  the  part 
of  the  promoters  of  the  Bill  to  take  a  step  which  might  bring  Dis- 
establishment within  the  vista  of  practical  politics.  It  is  possible 
that  the  real  harm  done  has  not  oeen  very  great ;  but  we  greatly 
hope  that  such  a  strain  on  the  alliance  may  not  be  wantonly  imposed 

It  will  be  remembered  that  from  the  first  the  Unionist  Birmingham 
Pott  stoutly  opposed  the  Tithes  Bill,  now  the  Tithes  Act. 


POINTS    FROM    SPEECHES. 

Iiord  ArdilATUL  Dublin,  September  Snd,  1899. 

"  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  Primioae  League  should  consider 
the  position  it  occupied  as  a  supporter  of  the  present  Government ; 
for,  ae  they  knew,  the  league  was  not  formed  to  support  the 
Conservative  party  except  in  so  far  as  that  party  was  Faithful  to  its 
Conservative  principles.  He  would,  therefore,  suggest  that  the 
council  should  be  authorised  by  the  meeting  to  call  attention  to  the 
discontent  which  prevailed  here  in  connection  with  this  present 
Government's  Irish  legislation,  and  he  trusted  they  would  formally 
ratify  this  proposition  with  their  applause." 

Fr<m,  the  Time-,  September  4th,  1899. 
This   is   a  strange  portent — an  Inquiry  by  the  Primrose  League 

whether  this  is  or  is  not  a  real  Tory  Ooverament.     It  ia  quite  Tory 

enough  for  most  of  us. 
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Mr>  F.  E.  Unntz.  Bonthain,  August  IStli.  UW- 

"The  Government  had  also  established  what  was  sci  much  prized 
in  the  country — the  right  to  manage  their  own  local  afiairs.  It  was 
only  reaflonable  that  nhould  be  no,  that  those  who  found  the  money 
nhould  have  a  voice  in  the  spending  of  it  County  Councils, 
District  Councils,  and  Pariah  Councils,  all  these  were  brought  about 
by  the  present  Government,  and  as  a  result  people  were  enabled  to 
manage  their  own  affairs  as  they  thought  beat."  ^^ 

From  the  Lbauisgton  CmtONiCLE,  August  19th.  1899. 
Lord  Denbigh  njler  this,  said  the  electors  of  Buj^by  would  find  io 
Mr.  Muntz  "a  hard  working,  capable  and  practic&l  representative," 

Ur.  Canon,  Q-C.  M.P.,  Dublin,  September  2nd.  1890. 

"  They  had  a  good  deal  to  say  of  their  own  country  and  a  good 
deal  to  say  of  the  management  of  Irish  afiairs  since  the  great 
Qovemment  '  of  all  the  t^ents '  came  into  power.  As  to  himself, 
he  had  to  confess  that  he  wah  somewhat  uf  a  puzzled  politician.  He 
had  heard  the  pulicy  of  the  Oovemment  towards  Ireland  frequently 
discussed,  but  his  difhculty  was  to  ascertain  really  what  the  ineaDine 
of  that  policy  was.  Lord  Ardilaun  had  already  spoken  of  the  Land 
Bill  of  1896,  and  he  was  not  going  to  discuss  the  merits  or  demerits 
of  that  Bill,  but  he  should  like  to  say  a  word  or  two  in  relation  to  it- 
In  the  first  place,  the  year  before  the  Bill  was  brought  in,  his  party 
were  sitting  in  Opposition  in  the  House  of  Commons— a  seat  he 
might  confess  very  frankly  en  pnnaiU  much  more  comfortable  to 
his  mind  than  any  on  the  Government  aide.  A  cumuiittee  was 
appointed,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  to  consider  the  laud  laira  of 
Ireland.  They  sat  for  a  long  time,  sometimes  under  difficult 
circumstances,  atid  towards  the  end  of  the  sittings  it  became 
necessary  to  tnke  evidence  on  behalf  of  the  landlords,  as  they  bad 
taken  mainly  the  evidence  of  sub-corn niissioners  and  other  persons 
apfHjinted  to  cut  down  rents.  The  result  was  thai  the  Nationalist 
majority  on  that  committee  thought  that  it  was  time  to  end  the 
sittings.  Accordinslf  the  Unionist  minority,  with  the  full  concur- 
rence of  their  leaders,  declined  to  Iiave  anything  more  to  say  to  a 
committee  which  would  not  allow  them  to  take  evidence  on  behalf 
of  the  landlords,  retired  from  the  committee  room,  and  made  a 
short  statement  setting  forth  that  in  their  opinion  the  committee 
were  not  in  a  position  to  report  with  regard  to  legislation,  because 
they  were  not  allowed  to  got  certain  information.  He  thought  that 
course,  which  was  taken  with  the  full  approval  of  their  leaders,  was 
an  eminently  sensible  course.  But  what  was  the  result  1  Next  year 
the  Unionist  party  were  in  power,  and  what  did  they  do  in  relation 
to  the  land  laws  ?  The  very  party  which  had  said  that  the  com- 
mittee had  not  obtained  sufficient  information  on  which  to  frame 
even  a  report,  much  less  a  Bill,  brought  in  the  BiU  of  1890,  framed 
upon  the  report  of  the  majority,  which  the  Unionist  minority  had 
abandoned  by  the  orders  of  their  leaders  the  very  year  before  ;  and 
they  gave  the  go-by  to  the  minority  report,  signed  by  himscdf, 
amongst  others,  including  two  members  of  the  Qovemment  on  the 
front  bench.  Tbey  brought  in  that  Bill,  and  they  determined  to 
pass  it  in  its  original  form." 

From  the  TlHBs,  September  4th,  ISSS. 
Mr.  CarsoQ  forgets  that  it  is  the  customary  Kemesis  of  Toryism  to 

pass  today  what  it  fought  against  yesterday. 
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Government   Blue  Books  and  Returns. 

Old  Age  Pensions  f^vieion  for  Old  Age  by  Government 
,  action       in      certain      £iUi'opean      countries. 

■*»«"*»•  [C_9«4.1     Prin,  3d. 

This  18  n  report  prepared  by  the  Labour  Department  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  mainly  in  continuation  and  elaboration  of  certain  reports 
from  H.M.  representative!)  in  Europe  relating  to  provision  for  old  age, 
which  were  obuined  by  the  Foreign  Office  in  1891.  The  report 
relating  to  the  pi  incipal  l^uropeun  countries  shows  great  diversity  of 
practice.  There  are  separate  reports  from  the  Russian  Empire 
(Miners'  Relief  Fund),  Norway,  Sweden,  Denmark,  the  German 
Kmpire,  Holland,  Belgium,  France,  Italy,  Austria,  and  Roumauia. 
The  head  of  the  Labour  Department  (Mr.  H.  Llewellyn-Smith)  suni- 
inarises  the  information  thus  : — 

"Of  the  eleven  countries  dealt  with  in  tlie  report,  only  two — 
Germany  and  Denmark — can  be  said  to  have  adopted  a  general 
system  of  pensions  or  relief  in  old  age.  Under  the  German  Law  of 
I  889,  modified  by  subsequent  enactments,  there  is  a  general  system  of 
compulsory  insurance  against  old  age  and  invalidity,  and  in  the  year 
1897  over  400,000  pensioners  drew  pensions  amounting  to  no  less  than 
.£2,750,531,  of  which  £1,079,823  was  provided  by  the  State.  Of  the 
above  amounts  about  half  was  expended  on  old  age  and  half  on 
invalidity  pensions. 

"In  Denmark  the  system  adopted  is  veiy  different,  the  Law  of  1891 
providing  for  a  special  fonn  of  old  age  relief  to  necessitous  persons  of 
good  character.  There  are  no  direct  contributions  by  the  recipient, 
and  the  amount  of  the  pension  is  not  fixed  by  the  Law,  though  it 
must  be  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  applicant  and  his  family. 
Receipt  of  this  relief  does  not  impose  electoral  disabilities.  In  1896 
36,'2i6  persons,  with  14,223  dependents,  were  receiving  pensions  in 
Denmark  under  this  Law  to  the  amount  of  £216,317,  of  which, 
roughly,  half  was  paid  by  the  State  and  half  by  the  Communes. 

"  While  the  above  seem  to  l>e  the  only  countries  in  which  general 
State  schemes  for  old  age  pensions  are  in  force,  there  are  several  cases 
of  partial  schemes  in  other  countries  which  deserve  notice. 

"Thus  in  France  the  State  encourages  provision  for  old  age  in 
several  ways.  In  the  case  of  seamen  and  miners  provision  for  old  age 
is  obligatory,  and  the  Government  makes  a  grant  of  £440,000  per 
annum  to  the  fund  from  which  seamen's  pensions  are  paid.  Moreover, 
the  State  gives  subventions  to  the  pension  funds  of  Friendly  Societies, 
besides  subsidising  the  funds  of  the  "Caisae  Rationale  dea  Jielrailen 
pour  la  Virnlleime,"  and  giving  a  grant  in  aid  of  pensions  established 
for  necessitous  persons  by  Departments  and  Communes.  Altogether 
the  State  expenditure  on  old  age  pensions  in  France  is  probably  not 
less  than  £600,000  a  year. 
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"In  the  other  countries  less  has  been  done  by  the  State.  In 
Belgium  the  Government  and  certain  provincial  authorities  make 
grants  to  encourage  Friendly  Societies  to  induce  their  members 
to  subscrilw  to  the  Caitme  Gin^roJe  <£Epartjne  et  de  Retraite 
through  their  medium.  In  some  districts  uf  Belgium  old  age 
pensions  are  granted  to  persons  formerly  engaged  in  uiDes,  out 
of  the  funds  to  which  mine-owners  ore  compelled  to  subscribe. 
In  Austria,  there  is  a  system  of  cumpulsory  contributions  by  mine- 
owners  and  miners  to  funds  from  which  pensions  are  granted 
to  aged  workmen.  In  Russia,  old  age  insurance  only  extends  to 
Government  mining  establishments,  and  in  Roumania,  where  com- 
pulsory insurance  in  mines  and  quarries  wan  enacted  by  a  law  of  1895, 
the  law  is  not  yet  operative  owing  to  the  fact  that  no  enterprises  to 
which  it  applies  have  been  started. 

"  In  Sweden,  Norway,  and  Holland,  the  question  of  Government 
action  in  the  matter  of  old  age  pensions  has  not  gone  beyond  the  stage 
of  projects,  and  in  Italy  the  law  of  1898  to  establish  a  national 
pensi'in  fund  will  not  came  into  force  until  u  month  after  the  publica- 
tion of  a  Royal  decree  approving  the  rules." 

The  German  system,  which  is  very  fully  described  froni  the  report 
of  Mr.  Graham  Brooks,  United  States  Commissioner  of  Labour,  was 
adopted  in  1889,  and  took  eSect  in  1891,  but  an  Act  has  recently  been 
passed  modifying  it  in  some  particulars.  The  general  principles  of  the 
system  are  that  all  persons  earning  not  more  than  2,000  marks  (XlOO) 
a  year,  with  certain  exceptions,  come  under  the  law.  No  less  than 
11,585,000  persons  were  insured  under  it  in  1895,  the  last  year  for 
which  figures  are  available.  On  January  1st,  1899,  it  appears  that 
466,218  persons  were  drawing  pensions,  201,329  for  old  age,  and 
264,889  for  "invalidity."  A  man  is  considered  "  invalid"  when  he  is 
permanently  unable  to  earn  more  than  a  third  of  his  previous  w^es. 

The  required  funds  are  raised  by  contributions  from  (1 )  the 
Empire;  (2)  the  employer;  (3)  the  insuretl  person.  The  sum  taken 
from  the  latter  never  exceeds  1,410  weeks'  contributions. 

The  insured  persons  are  divided  into  four  wage-classes,  according 
to  annual  income,  as  follows : — 

Wageclaas  I  includes  all  persons  earning  350  marks  (£17  lOe.) 
and  under ;  wage-class  2,  all  persons  earning  from  350  to  550  marks 
(£.\1  10s. — £37  10s.);  w^e-class  3,  all  persons  earning  from  550  to 
850  marks  (£27  lOa.  — £42  10s.);  wage-class  4,  all  persons  earning 
over  850  marks  {£12  lOs.).  The  contributions,  as  well  as  the  pensions, 
differ  according  to  these  classes.  The  invalidity  pension  amounts  to 
60  marks  (£3),  increased  for  each  week  of  contribution  by  sums  of  2, 
6,9,  or  13  pfennigs  (0-24d.,  0-72d..  108d.  or  |-56d.).  for  the  four 
wago-classes  respectively.  A  maximum  limit  is  not  fljced.  The 
old  age  pension  consists  of  4,  6,  8  or  10  pfennigs  (0'48d.,  0'72d , 
096d.  or  l-20d.)  for  each  week  of  contribution  up  to  1,410 
weeks.  If  the  recipient  has  belonged  to  different  wage-classes 
and  paid  contributions  fur  more  than  1,410  weeks,  the  weeks  selected 
in  determining  the  pension  are  those  in  which  he  belonged  to    the 
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higher  classes.  The  above  values  of  the  iavtilidity  and  old  age 
pensions  are  exclusive  of  the  Imperial  contribution  of  £2  10s. 
The  pensions  are  paid  in  monthly  instalments.  The  minimum 
invalidity  pension  after  five  contributory  years  will  be  £6  15s.  2d. 
annually  for  wage-class  I  ;  £G  4s.  2d,  for  wage-class  2  ;  £6  lis.  5d. 
for  wage-class  3,  and  £7  Is.  for  wage-class  i.  Similar)?  the  old  age 
pensions  for  those  remaining  entirely  in  one  class  will  be  £5  6s.  lOd., 
£6  15s.,  £8  3b.  2d.,  and  £9  lis.  5d.  for  the  four  wage-classes.  The 
actual  average  in  1897  was  old  age  £6  17s.  lid.,  invalidity  £6  7b.  Ud. 
The  invalidity  pension  may  be  withdrawn  if  the  disability  ceases. 
The  average  amount  of  joint  weekly  contribution  (all  wage  classes) 
amounted  in  1897  to  2-56d.  per  week. 

The  Italian  National  Pension  Fund,  to  be  established  in  accord- 
ance with  a  law  passed  last  year,  but  not  yet  in  operation,  is  to  consist 
of  an  original  grant  of  £400,000  from  public  moneys,  which  is  to  be 
increased  by  certain  further  amounts  from  a  like  source,  by  gilts  from 
corporate  bodies  or  from  individuals,  and  by  a  certain  proportion  of 
the  annual  revenue  of  the  fund.  The  ordinary  annual  revenue  of  the 
fund  will  be  composed  of  (a)  a  specified  share  in  the  profits  of  the  Post 
Office  Savings  Bank,  and  (6)  in  those  of  the  Judicial  Deposits  Fund, 
also  (c)  of  the  total  amount  of  vacant  heritages  escheated  to  tlio 
Crown,  {d)  of  the  annual  revenue  of  the  capital  endowment  of  the 
pension  fund  itself,  and  («)  of  all  other  revenue  to  be  eventually 
assigned  to  this  fund.  In  thB  first  ten  years  of  the  existence  of  the 
fand  (not  including  the  year  of  its  foundation),  a  certain  proportion 
of  this  annual  revenue  is  to  be  placed  to  capital  account,  so  that 
at  the  termination  of  the  tenth  year  the  capital  endowment  of  the 
fund  shall  amount  to  not  less  than  £640,000. 

Workmen  (or  workwomen)  may  become  members  of  the  fund  by 
paying  in  contributions,  which  will  be  received  in  sums  of  not  less  than 
5d,,  but  must  not  amount  to  more  than  £4  in  any  year. 

So  much  of  the  annual  income  of  the  fund  as  is  not  placed  to 
capital  account  can  be  drawn  upon  for  the  purpose  of  crediting  to 
members  of  the  fund  (by  way  of  subvention)  sums,  the  amount  of 
which  is  to  be  tised  by  the  rules  of  the  fund  (to  be  drafted  by  the 
Administrative  Board  of  the  fund,  and  to  be  approved  by  Itoynl 
Decree  on  the  advice  of  the  I'rovidence  Institution  Council  and  the 
Council  of  State),  but  which  are  to  be  of  like  amount  for  each  and 
every  member,  and  during  the  first  five  years  must  not  exceed  9s.  7d. 
per  member.  Ko  members  will  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  these 
subventions  except  those  whose  contributions  to  the  fund  amount  to 
at  least  4s.  9}d.  per  annum.  The  balance  of  the  income  of  the  fund 
is  to  be  applied  as  follows : — Two-hfths  of  this  balance  are  to  go  to 
ihe  Invalidity  Fund,  one-tenth  is  to  be  credited  to  special  reserve,  and 
the  remaining  half  will  go  to  increase  the  sum  available  for  applica- 
tion in  the  succeeding  year. 

Each  member  will  have  his  own  separate  account,  in  which  he  will 
be  credited  with  his  annual  contributions  to  the  fund,  and  witli  the 
annual  subventions  referred  to  above,  together   with  such  other  sums 
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a.-*  majr  accrue  to  bis  credit.  The  account  of  each  member  ie  closed 
when  a  period  of  at  least  twenty-five  years  shall  have  elapsed  since  the 
date  of  his  first  payment,  and  he  shall  have  completed  his  sixtieth 
or  sixty-fifth  year  (as  may  be  determined  by  the  rules).  On  the 
closinj;  of  the  account,  whatever  sum  stands  to  the  credit  of  the 
member  is  to  be  converted  into  an  immediate  life  annuity  in  his 
favour.  If  invalidity  accrues  before  the  time  when  the  account  of  a 
member  would  normally  be  closed,  his  account  may  be  closed  forth- 
with, provided  at  least  five  years  shall  have  elapsed  since  his  member- 
ship commenced. 

In  the  case  of  a  member's  invalidity  the  life  annuity  resulting  from 
the  conversion  of  the  moneys  standing  to  his  credit  will  be  increased 
by  the  application  of  a  special  fund  formed  by  (a)  the  sums  contri- 
buted by  the  persons  under  legal  obligation  to  provide  for  those  who 
lire  unable  to  work,  {b)  the  sums  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  Invalidity 
Fund  ;  (c)  any  gifts  or  other  extraordinary  receipts  accruing  for  the 
benefit  of  incapacitated  persons,  and  (d)  the  interest  on  the  capital  of 
this  special  fund. 


■J  Fifty-third  Keport  of  the  Commissioners  in 

LiuHACY.  Lunacy    to    the     Lord     Chancellor.       [225] 

Price  2s.  4d. 

The  total  number  of  lunatics  in  England  and  Wales  on  January  1st, 
1899,  was  105,086,  an  increase  on  the  corresponding  number  on 
January  1st,  1898,  of  3,114,  being  the  largest  annual  increase  yet 
recorded.  Private  patients  increased  in  1898  by  231,  pauper  by 
2,868,  and  criminal  by  15.  The  percentages  of  increase  are,  private 
3'73,  pauper  3'09,  criminal  2. 

The  recovery  rate  in  1898  was  unfavourable,  being  36'87  per  cent. 
of  total  of  admissions,  against  38'35  per  cent,  in  1897,  and  3881  the 
average  of  tlie  ten  years  1889-98.  The  death  rate  in  1893  was  9-45 
per  cent  of  the  average  daily  number  of  patients.  This  is  02  hifther 
than  the  rate  for  1897,  but  '21  below  the  average  of  ten  years.  The 
total  fresh  admissions  in  1898  exceeded  those  in  1897  by  488,  and 
exceeded  the  annual  average  of  ten  years  by  1,715. 

Of  the  causes  of  lunacy  the  following  shows  the  percentage  of  the 
principal : — Intemperance  :  Males,  220  per  cent. ;  females,  9*1  per 
cent.  Hereditary  infiuence :  Males,  20'4 ;  females,  25-9.  Bodily 
diseases  or  disorders:  Males,  13*6;  females,  12'd.  Old  age;  Males, 
6'2 ;  females,  7'3.  Adverse  circumstances  (including  business 
anxieties  and  pecuniary  difficulties) :  Males,  73 ;  females,  4-4. 
Mental  anxiety,  worry  and  overwork :  Males,  5'9 ;  females,  5'7. 
Domestic  trouble  (including  loss  of  relatives  and  friends) :  Males,  4  ; 
females,  8  8.  Congenita!  defect:  Males,  51;  females,  3-6.  Of  180 
per  cent,  and  154,  males  and  females  respectively,  the  canse  was 
unknown. 

The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  lunatics  on  January 
Ist,  1899  :— 
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Education    Department,      (1)  Associations 

GRAvra  TO  Constituted  under  the  Voluntary  Schools  Act, 

VoLUin'ABV  Schools.   1897.     (2)  Associated  Schools  and  Amoants  of 

Aid    Grant    Paid.     (3)  Unassociated    Schools 

and  Amounts  of  Aid  Grant  Paid.     [C— 9377.]     Price  8Jd. 

In  addition  to  the  returns  of  the  amount  of  the  grants  paid  to  Volun- 
tary Schools,  this  Blue  Book  contains  the  circulars  to  associations  under 
the  Voluntary  Schools  Act  upon  the  schemes  for  the  distribution  of  thH 
aid  grant.  The  first  of  these  circulars  is  signed  by  Sir  G.  W.  Kekewich, 
and  dated  April  18tli,  1898.  It  calls  attention  to  a  certain  discrepancy 
in  the  methods  adopted  by  difierimtGcpemingBodiesindisposingof  the 
grant.  Id  some  cases  a  large  percentage  of  schools  have  been  treated 
as  not  necessitous,  and  the  money  thus  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Governing  Body  has  been  employed  in  augmenting  the  grants  where 
urgently  required.  In  other  cases  a  tendency  has  been  shown  towards 
giving  something  to  all  or  nearly  all  the  alGliated  schools.  This  has 
led  to  a  frittering  away  of  the  grant  in  small  sums,  which  are 
inadequate  to  the  purposes  proposed  and  of  no  real  assistance  in 
increasing  or  even  maintaining  the  efficifincy  of  the  school.  '■  My 
Lords  trust  that  Governing  Bodies  will  select  with  strict  and  impartial 
discrimination  the  coses  of  real  necessity  and  confine  their  recom- 
mendations as  far  as  possible  to  such  cases  only."  Having  determined 
that  a  school  is  necessitous,  the  next  point  that  a  Governing  Body 
have  to  consider  is  the  amount  of  (crant  to  be  recommended.  This 
should  always  be  fixed  in  accordance  with  the  special  needs  of  each 
particular  school,  and  not  on  any  automatic  principle  based  on  average 
nttcndance.  A  system  of  giving  so  much  per  head  all  round,  with  an 
additional  bonus  in  some  cases,  is  inadmissible.  The  third  point, 
which  requires  especial  care  and  consiileration  on  thn  part  of  the 
Governing  Body,  is  the  question  of  the  purposes  to  which  thn  grant  is 
to  be  applied.  These  purposes  may  be  grouped  under  three  heads — 
fa)  improvement  of  teaching  power ;  {b)  improvement  of  school  equip- 
ment; (e)  making  adequate  provision  for  the  maintenance  of  due 
efficiency. 

In  a  second  circular,  dated  March  29th,  1399,  Sir  G.  W.  Keke- 
wich remarks  thnt  "  in  reviewing  the  second  year's  work  of  the  Associa- 
tions of  Voluntary  Schools,  my  Lords  desire,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
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record  with  satisfaction  that  reports  reaching  thena  from  various 
quarters  testify  to  the  improved  appearance  and  equipmeat  of  the 
schools  which  have  in  many  districts  resulted  from  the  aid  grant. 
They  have  also  been  glad  to  notice  the  good  work  that  has  been  accom- 
plished by  some  associations  in  making  provision  for  the  better  train- 
ing of  pupil  teachers,  and  the  promotion  of  centres  for  cookery  and 
manua]  instruction.  My  lords  have  every  hope  that,  with  increased 
experience,  the  Associations  will  do  valuable  service  in  stimulating  aad 
directing  the  work  of  elementary  education."  Associations  are  re- 
minded of  the  necessity  in  the  administration  of  the  aid  grant  of  paying 
"  due  regard  to  the  maintenance  of  voluntary  subscriptions,"  as  the 
Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  on  Education  "have  noticed  with 
regret  that  in  some  districts  the  voluntary  subscriptions  have  shown  a 
marked  tendency  to  decline."  "  My  Ixirds  have  regretted  to  find  that 
in  certain  cases,  happily  not  very  numerous,  a  new  rent  or  an  increased 
rent,  has  been  charged  since  the  passing  of  the  Voluntary  Schools 
Act.  In  all  cases  which  have  cocne  under  their  notice  my  Lords  have 
directed  an  inquiry  to  be  mode,  and  in  a  few  extreme  instances  have 
felc  compelled  to  withhold  the  aid  grant  unles.s  the  charge  for  rent  or 
additional  rent  is  discontinued." 

The  maintenance  of  efficiency  and  of  local  effort  is  insisted  upon, 
and  in  future  schemes  the  Governing  Bodies  are  desired  to  make  the 
precise  nature  of  the  purposes  clear  and  intelligible.  Governing  Bodies 
are  reminded  that  "  they  may  properly  refuse  to  recommend  a  grant  to 
meet  deficit,  where  such  deficit  is  in  their  opinion  due  to  over-lavish 
expenditure,  or  to  the  adoption  of  a  curriculum  which  is  not  well 
adapted  to  the  circumstances  of  the  school  or  to  the  needs  of  the  dis- 
trict in  which  the  school  is  situated." 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  tables,  showing  (a)  under  de- 
nominations, the  number  of  associations,  the  number  of  schools,  their 
total  averf^  attendance,  and  the  amount  of  aid  grant  paid ;  (6)  the 
total  number  of  unassociated  schools,  their  total  avert^e  attendance, 
and  the  amount  of  aid  grant  paid  ;  (c)  the  total  number  of  Voluntary 
Schools,  their  total  averse  attendance,  and  the  total  amount  of  aid 
grant  paid  for  the  financial  year  ending  March  3lBt,  1899. 
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Tleport  of  the  Committee  appointed  to 
Indias  Cuerenoy.  inquire  into  the  Indian  Currency.  [C — 9390.] 
Price  3d. 
This  Committee,  which  was  appointed  in  April,  1898,  held  43 
meetingfi  and  examined  49  witnesses.  The  evidence  has  previously 
been  published  in  two  parts  issued  in  August,  1898,  and  April,  1899. 
The  present  report,  which  is  divided  into  eight  parts,  gives  the  condu- 
ctions and  recommendations  of  the  Committee.  It  is  signed  by  all  the 
members,  namely.  Sir  Henry  H.  Fowler,  M.P.,  Lord  Balfour  of 
Burleigh,  Sir  John  Muir,  Sir  Francis  Mowatt,  Sir  David  Barbour, 
Sir  Charles  Crosthwaite,  Sir  Alfred  Dent,  Mr.  F.  C.  Le  Marchant. 
Mr.  Everard  A.  Hambro,  Mr.  W.  H.  Holland,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  Robert 
Campbell.  Messrs.  E.  A.  Hambro  and  W.  H,  Holland  have  each 
figned  a  short  subsidiary  statement  of  their  views  on  certain  points ; 
Mr.  Robert  Campbell  and  Sir  John  Muir  have  attached  their  names 
to  a  declaration  in  favour  of  Is.  3d.  instead  of  Is.  4d.  as  the  best 
valuation  for  the  rupee ;  and  Messrs.  Campbell  and  Holland  and  Sir 
John  Muir  urge  in  strong  terms  that  borrowing  in  sterling  should  be 
rigidly  restricted. 

Port  I.  gives  an  historical  resume  of  the  monetary  oyatem  of  India. 
Part  II.  discusses  pro  and  cnti.  the  proposals  for  a  silver  standard  for 
India  and  the  re-opening  of  the  Indian  mints  to  the  free  coinage  of 
silver.  The  conclusion  arrived  at  ia,  "in  view  of  the  considerations 
which  we  have  stated,  we  concur  with  the  Government  of  India  in 
their  decision  'not  to  revert  to  the  silver  standard,'"  Part  III. 
discusses  the  "principle  of  a  gold  standard,"  anil  concludes  that  for 
the  reasons  assigned,  steps  should  be  taken  to  avoid  all  possibility  of 
doubt  as  to  the  determination  not  to  revert  to  a  silver  standard,  but 
to  proceed  with  measures  for  the  effective  establishment  of  a  gold 
standard.  Part  IV.  considers  the  Indian  Government's  proposals  for 
keeping  up  the  Exchange  value  of  tlie  rupee  at  16d.  The  Committee, 
though  they  "  sympathise  with  the  Government  of  India  in  their 
deeire  to  shorten  the  period  of  transition,"  do  not  approve  of  their 
proposals  and  cannot  recommend  them  for  adoption.  Part  V.  discusses 
various  methods  for  providing  India  with  a  gold  currency.  The 
Committee  say  ; — 

"  We  are  in  favour  of  making  the  British  sovereign  a  I^al  tender  and  a 
current  coin  in  India.  We  also  consider  that,  at  the  same  time,  the  Indian 
mints  should  be  thrown  open  to  the  unrestricted  coinage  of  gold  on  terms 
and  conditiuns  such  as  govern  the  three  Australian  branches  of  the  Royal 
Hint.  The  result  would  be  that,  under  identical  conditions,  the  sovereign 
would  be  coined  and  would  circulate  both  at  liotue  and  in  India,  fjookiiig 
forward  as  we  do  to  the  effective  establishment  in  India  of  a  gold  standard 
and  currency  based  on  the  principles  of  the  free  iuliow  and  outflow  of  gold. 
we  recommend  these  measures  for  adoption." 
Part  VI.  deals  with  the  question  of  the  convertibility  of  rupees: 

"  The  exclusive  right  to  coin  fresh  rupiees  must  remain  vested  in  the 
Government  of  India  ;  and,  though  the  existing  stock  of  rupees  may  auRice 
fur  some  time,  regulations  will  ultimately  be  needed  fur  providing  such  addi- 
tions to  the  silver  currency  as  may  prove  necessary.     The  Government 
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should  continue  to  give  rupees  for  gold,  but  fresh  rupees  should  nat  be  coiQe<l 
until  the  proportinn  of  gold  in  the  currency  is  found  to  exceed  the  requipe- 
menta  of  the  public." 

The  Committee  also  suggest  that  any  profit  on  the  carriage  of  rupee»i 
should  be  put  to  a  special  reserve  Fart  VI[.  diacuasea  the  question 
uf  the  ratio  or  "  sterling  rate  "  of  the  rupee,  and  concludes  in  favour  of 
Is.  4d.  for  the  rupee  as  the  permanent  rate.  This,  however,  is  nob 
a  unanimous  decision.  One  member  would  not  have  a  permanent  rate 
fixed,  and  two  others  were  in  favour  of  Is.  3d  Part  VIII.,  besidciq 
thanking  Mr.  R.  Chalmers,  the  secretary,  for  the  way  in  which  be  had 
assisted  and  facilitated  the  labours  of  the  Committee,  reads  as  follows  : — 
"  In  conclusion,  we  desire  to  record  our  opinion  thnC  the  effective  estab- 
lishment of  a  gold  standard  is  of  parAmouut  importance  to  the  material  inte- 
rests i>f  Indjit.  Not  only  will  stability  of  exchange  with  the  great 
coniniercial  countries  of  the  world  tend  tn  promote  her  existing  tmde,  but 
ftl»o  there  is  every  reason  to  anticipate  that,  with  the  growth  of  conBdence 
in  a  staple  exchange,  capital  will  be  encouraged  to  flow  freely  inti)  India  tor 
the  further  development  of  her  creat  natural  resources.  For  the  speedy 
attainment  of  this  object,  it  is  eminently  desirable  that  the  Government  of 
India,  with  whom  it  will  rest  to  decide  when  successive  steps  should  be  taken, 
should  husband  the  resources  at  their  command,  exercise  a  resolute  economy, 
and  restrict  the  growth  of  their  gold  obligations." 


Civil  List 
Pensions. 


List  of  all  pensions  granted  during  the  year 
ended  June  20th,  1899,  and  charged  upon  tbe 
Civil  list.     [269.1     Price  Jd. 


July  36th,  1898.— Mr.  Joseph  WrigJit,  D.C.L.  (For  the 
promotion  of  his  services  to  Philology,  especially  as 
Editor  of  the  English  Dialect  Dictionary). 

June  Uth,1899.— Laura  Abbie,  Lady  Alabaster  (For  public 
services  of  her  late  husband,  Sir  Chaloner  AUl^ter, 
K.C.M.G.,  formerly  Consul-General  at  Canton). 

June  14th,  1899. — Miss  Emma  Caroline  Armstrong  and 
Miss  Julia  Agnes  Armstrong,  jointly  and  to  sur- 
vivor (For  labours  of  their  late  father.  Dr.  Robert 
Archibald  Armstrong,  the  Gaelic  Lexicographer) 

June  Uth.  1899.— Mr.  Charles  Ashton  (For  services  to 
Welsh  Literature) 

June  14th,  1899. — Mrs.  Hannah  Maria  Bates  (For  merits 
of  her  late  husband,  Mr.  Harry  Bates,  A.  R.A., sculptor) 

June  Uth,  1899.— Miss  Eliza  Paton  Hill  Burton  (For 
services  rendered  to  literature  by  her  late  father, 
Dr.  John  Hill  Burton) 

June  14th,  1899.— Mr.  Edward  Dakiel  (For  services 
to  wood  engraving  and  ihe  art  of  illustration)  . 

June  14tb,  1699. — Mrs.  Lucie  Kanlhack  (For  eminent  ser- 
vices rendered  to  Science  by  her  late  husband,  Di 
Alfred  A.  Kanthack,  professor  of  Pathology,  in  Cam. 
bridge  University)    .  ... 
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June  14th,  1899. ^-Mrs.  Maria  Margaret  Kingsfoni 
(For  literary  services  of  her  late  huabaad.  Dr. 
William  Kiogsford,  the  Canadian  historian)  .     100 

June  Hth,  1899. — Mrs.  Malleson  (For  recognition  of 
the  eminence  of  her  late  husband,  Colonel  Malleson, 
as  an  Indian  and  Military  historian)         .         .  100 

June  14th,  1899.— Mr.  John  Payne  (For  literary  work, 

especially  in  connection  with  Oriental  literature)       .     100 

June  14th,  1899. — Mrs.  Louisa  Mary  Rawson- Walker 
(For  services  of  her  late  husband,  Mr.  Edward  Henry 
KawBon- Walker,  Consul  at  Manila,  and  special 
circnmstances  which  led  to  his  decease)    ,        .  100 

June  14th,  1899.— Mra.  Mary  Ellen  Robinson  (For 
services  rendered  to  Music  in  Ireland  by  her  late 
fansband,  Mr.  Joseph  Bobinson)        ....       40 

June  14th,  1899.— Dr.  Francis  Steiugass  (In  addition  to 
the  pension  of  £50  granted  to  him  in  1897,  for 
services  to  Oriental  Scholarship  in  England)  .       25 

June  14th,  1899.— Mrs.  M.  M.  Tayler  and  Mrs.  M.  L. 
Tyndale  (For  meriW  of  their  late  father,  Dr.  Alfred 
Edersheira.  as  a  theologian  and  biblical  critic)  each  .       25 

June  14th,  1899.^Mr8.  Annie  Matilda  Uleeson  White 
(For  services  rendered  to  Art  by  her  late  husband, 
Mr.  Joseph  Gleeson  White) 35 


Total 


Return  of  Iioss  of  Life  at  Sea  for  the  year 
Loss  OP  Life         1898.     [236.]     Price  ^d. 

AT  Sea.  Table    showing   the   lives   lost   by    wreck, 

drowning,   or  other  accident  in  British  mer- 
chant ships  registered  in  the  United  Kingdom,  Calendar  year,  1896  : — 


LIvaLo. 

Propottioni. 

ToulNuml^rcrf 

Mulert 

Uuten 

Live.  LqM. 

pSsr;;, 

'll^t*' 

LiTC.  U«l 

Drowning 

other 
Accirlent 

PUKD 

D™™,d 

Acvt'lriit. 

Drowning 

P«iw>n. 
Employert 

Cft^: 

rOTlL. 

StlUDg 

4e.BK 

«6S 

71 

SM 

1  In  100 

111)   &T 

R» 

7          5« 

Stan. 

172,850 

669 

147 

B16 

llnEfiS 

1  in  ElZ 

816 

li          896 

TOTiL 

219.383 

1,134 

.!« 

l.;53 

U,.l« 

Unite 

1.352 

ee     1  1,438, 
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RailwAj  Returns  for  Eagland  luid  Wales, 
Scotland    and    Ireland    for    the    year    1898. 


Capital  of  constructed  lines 
upon  which  no  dividend 


Total  railway  capital,  includ- 
ing above     •        .        ■ 


Capital  of  constructed  lines 
upon  which  no  dividend 


ENOL4KD  AND  Walks. 

Ordinary.  Guaranteed.    PreferentiaL 


J  nilway  c 


Total  nilway  capital,  includ- 
ing above      •        .        • 


Capital  of  constructed  lines 
upon  which  no  dividend 


348,641.312 
Scotland. 


3,191,060 
68,728,241 


100,000 
94,145,208 


12,624,513 

236,460,047 


13,076,196  46,042,666 


Capital  on  which 

has  been  paid 
Total  capital  including  above 
Total  authorised  capital  for 

United  Kingdom  - 
Total      paid-up    stock    and 

share  capital,   ordinary, 

guaranteed,  preferential 
Capital  raised  by  Loans  and 

Debenture  Stock   - 
Total  (»pttal    paid  up  and 

raised    on     Loan    and 

Debenture  Stock 
Bubscriptiona  tu  other  com- 

BUK 

Hn-sa  Oi-BN.  ' 

Dec.  3l8t,  1898. 
Total  pasBeiu;ers  carried  (i 

elusive  of  season  tickets) 
Holders  of  periodical  tickets 


Total  sbceipts  - 


Train  miles  travelled  - 
Total  working    expenditure 
tor  United  Kingdom     - 
Net  receipts 


16,159,991  3,168,191 

Total  foe  DNriBi)  KiNonoM. 
dividend 

46,942,622  100,000 

433,429,644        110,379,6% 


1,242,838,701 


36,460,100 
/land  and 

Wales.        Scotland. 
15,007  3,476 


United 

Kingdom. 

21,659 


1,002,911,116 
1,283,045 
From  Piiasenger 

Traffic.         Goods  Traffic. 


£41,847,074 
Passenger 

209,007,959 


£49,218,964 

Goods  and 

Mineral  Trains 

169,253,027 


All  Sources 
of  Traffic. 
£96,262,601 


Proportion  of  working  expenditi 
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Vehicles  of 
motives.     Carrittgei.      Wagona.    all  kinds. 
RoixiMo  STOCK    for  United 

Kingdom       -        -        -        19,625  45,048  650,839        730,141 


CoMftiTATinv  11  Second  Report  by  the  Board  o£  Trade  of  pro- 

WKCiLiATios  iM  Qgg,ji„^  „jjjgr  thg  Conciliation  (Trade  Disputes) 
IBADB  UISPUTES.  j^^^^iggg.  [275.]  Price  2d. 
The  first  report  under  this  Act  covered  the  t«D  mouths  from 
Auffust,  1896,  to  June,  1897,  in  which  period  there  were  35  cases  in 
which  the  services  of  the  Board  of  Trade  were  invited  or  ofiTered  for 
the  settlement  of  disputes  between  employers  and  employed,  and  19 
disputes  were  actually  settled  under  the  Act.  The  present  report . 
covers  two  years,  from  July  1st,  1897,  to  the  end  of  June,  1899.  The 
number  of  disputes  in  which  action  has  been  taken  or  invited  during 
this  period  fibowa  a  falling  off  compared  with  the  period  covered  by 
the  former  report,  the  total  only  amounting  to  32,  of  which  22  have 
been  settled  under  this  Act  Altogether,  since  the  passage  of  the  Act, 
67  cases  have  arisen  and  41  disputes  been  settled  under  its  provisions. 
Of  the  26  disputes  not  settled  under  the  Act,  1 2  applications  to  the  Board 
of  Trade  were  refused,  seven  disputes  were  settled  between  the  parties, 
and  in  seven  cases  the  Board  of  Trade  failed  to  effect  an  arrangement 
During  the  two  years  under  review  in  this  report,  there  were  two 
cases  of  action  by  the  Board  of  Trade  without  application  from  either 
side,  18  cases  of  application  from  one  of  tho  parties  (li  from  work- 
men and  four  from  employers),  and  12  cases  of  application  from  both 
employers  and  workmen.  Of  the  30  applications  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  five  were  refused,  and  in  the  remaining  26  cases,  as  well  as  in 
two  where  no  formal  application  was  made,  action  was  taken  ;  10  were 
settled  by  appointment  of  arbitrators,  four  by  the  appointment  of 
conciliators,  and  eight  by  negotiation  between  the  parties  conducted 
by  officials  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  Three  other  disputes  were  settled 
by  direct  negotiations  between  the  parties,  and  in  two  no  settlement 
was  efiected.  The  following  table  shows  the  principal  trades  affected  in 
Disputes  Settled  Under,  the  Act. 

«™,„»„f'iv.j=_  Aug.,  1896,  to    July,  1897,  to     ^^,. 

Orcupot  Trades.  jK„;  jg^y         j^'^^  ^8^       Tol*I. 

Building        ...            -  3  9  12 

Hetftl,  engineering  and  shipbuilding  7  2  9 

Mining  and  quarrying           ■            -  2  6  8 

Other             ....  7  5  12 

Total  -  -  19  22  41 

Since  the  publication  of  the  first  report  of  proceedings  under  the 
Conciliation  Act,  four  further  Conciliation  Boards  have  b^n  registered, 
viz.,  the  Brassfoundry  Trade  Conciliation  Board,  the  Board  of  Concilia, 
tion  for  Cotton  Warp  Dyers  (West  Biding  of  Yorks)  the  Dewsburj' 
and  District  Board  of  Conciliation,  and  the  Conciliation  Board  for  the 
Building  Trades  of  Reading  and  neighbourhood.  This  brings  up  the 
total  of  registered  Conciliation  Boards  to  19. 
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British  M»HfH*MT         '^**'^**  showing  the  prograas  of  British  Mer- 

ToHNAOE  or  Stbak  and  Sailino  Yebselb  Kstered  and  Cle&reu. 

With  Cargott  and  in  BaUast  at  ForU  in  the  United  Kingdom  (Foreign  Tntdt). 

1898.  1897.  1896, 

Tone.  TotiA.  Tons. 

BritUh  Ships   -        •        -      64,216,728  64,426,645  62,064,333 

Foreign  BMpi  -        -        -      26,747,238         26,772,318  23,398.087 

Total,  BritUh  and  Foreign     90,963,966  90,198,863  86,462.428 

TonNAOB  OP  Mbrchamt  Navies  of  the  Peikcipal  Haritiub  Couhthibs. 
United  Kingdom      .        -       9.001.860  8,953,171  9,020.?82 

British  Poasessions  -        -       1,468,783  1,463,271  1,483.026 

Total  British  Empire        -      10,460,643          10,416,442  10,603,307 

German  Empire       .....        1,566,371  1,487,677 

France 920,871  894,071 

United  States    (Over-sea 

Foreign  TrMle)       .        -           737,709              805,584  844,954 
United  States    (including 

lake  and  river  atearoero)-       4,U12,029           3,963,436  3,858,926 

Norway 1,552,199  1,666,568 

Sweden -           624,126  496,819 

Italy 786,644  765.281 

ToNNAOB  Built  ih  the  Ukttbd  Kinodou. 

Soiling.                  Steain.  Total. 

1896  .        •       44,890        -        826,718        -  870,608 

1897  -        -       89,700        -        554,997  644,697 

1896  -        -       73,291        -        663,623        -      736.814 

TuNNAOE  Built  is  the  Ditto  Sold  to 

United  States.  FouEioNEBa. 

1898  -        -  180,458        -        •        -        35,411 

1897  ■        -        -        232,233        -        ■        -  8,243 

1896  -        -        -        227,097  -  21,797 

ToKHAGE  BtTiLT  IS  Ditto  Sold  to 

Fhahcb.  Fobkigkbbs. 

1897  -  ■  -  65,780  -  -  -  7,69B 
189B  -  -  -  39,158  ■  -  -  9,013 
1896        -        -        -          22,945        -  -        •  8.336 

NvMBEB  OF  Pbbsoh»  EufLOTED  IN  VESSELS  Belonoino 

TO  TBE  United  KinodOH. 

{Exchirire  of  VaieU  JCmpUiijrd  o»  Rivtri  aitd  in  Inland  Navigatioti — 

Jitdiiriie  of  Maitert). 

Proportion  of  Por- 
British  Persona    Foreign  Persons  Vnt-I  eigners  to  every 

Employed.  Employed.  *''^'-       100 British  Subjects 

Emplt^ed. 
1898  174,980  35,308  210,288  2018 

1897  -      175,649  33,898  209,«7  19-31 

1898  -      178,994  33,048  212,040  18-46 
Lascars  and  other  Asiatics  are  generally  excluded  from  these  figuree. 
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Answers  to  Correspondents. 


The  LiCBNBtNa  Commission. 
C.  G.  (Warwick). — The  classification  of  the  members  of  the  Licensing 
Commission  is  as  follows  : — 


»,™u 

T«iDK. 

T„„„„ 

Bt.  Hon.  Lont  WlDcbor 
8irAlBer™n  Bfl.  Wat.  E.C.B 
Mr.  John  LloyrI  Wb.»ton.  M.P 
Mr.  Aleianrier  HortHn  aoMon 

Hr.  George  roiinRer 

GoTERNUXNT  Prom  IS  ss. 

B.  D.  M,  {Highbury  Hill), — The  particulars  for  which  you  ask  are  as 
follows : — 

(1)  Indian  Cotton  Dutiet. — A  debate  on  this  question  was  raised  as 
soon  as  this  Qovemment  came  into  office,  when  it  was  made  clear 
(as  the  Time*  put  it)  that  "  both  parties  are  at  present  determined 
to  maintain  the  compromise  arrived  at  by  Sir  Henry  Fowler"  !  The 
St.  Jame»'»  Oaxette  on  September  6th,  1895,  neatly  (if  cynically) 
summed  up  the  situation  : — 

"Ministera  do  not  proptne  to  betray  India  and  stultify  themselves  to 
oblige  Lancashire -or  to  oblige  the  Liberal  party.  Very  naturally  Lanca- 
ahire  would  like  to  have  the  import  duties  withdrawn  ;  but  its  desire  cannot 
be  gratified.  Its  manurocturera  and  operatives  will  be  annoyed,  and  may 
even  threaten  revenge  on  the  Onvemment  at  the  polls.  But  the  itext 
tfenerol  Station  it  a  long  way  off,  and  Lancashire  will  perhapB  have 
discovered  by  that  time  that  the  Indian  import  duties  have  not  made  aU 
the  diderence  in  the  world  to  Oldham  and  Uancheater.  Ministers  have 
piomised  that  they  would  do  their  best  to  see  that  the  Indian  duties  are  not 
unduly  protective  ;  but  they  rightly  decline  to  hold  out  any  hope  of  their 

Lord  James  subsequently  declared  that  the  Government's  policy  was  to 
carry  out  Sir  Henry  Fowler's, 

(2)  Priwm-made  Goode. — We  believe  that  so  far  the  Act  has  only 
excluded  one  consignment  of  mats. 

(3)  Tha  Sxelnnon  of  Aliens. — The  Government  has  done  nothing. 
A  BiU  was  promised  in  the  Queen's  Speech  in  1896,  but  within  six 
weeks  of  the  Queen's  Speech  Lord  Salisbury  wrote  to  say  that  he 
found  there  was  no  time,  and  that  the  Aliens  Bill  must  wait  "  until 
more  pressing  matter  is  cleared  away."  The  Bill  has  not  sines  been 
beard  of. 
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The  Magazines  for  October. 


The  NiNBTBB^iTn  Century  gives  first  plnce  to  a  characteristic  puem 
by  Mr.  Swinburne  on  the  Dreyfus  case  called  AJie7-  the  Verdict — 
Septumber,  1899.  Dr.  Guinness  Rogers,  in  an  exceedingly 
interesting  article,  discusses  that  ever  fruitful  themo,  Lihercditrm 
aiid  its  Crosn-CurrenCn.  Sir  Algernon  West  writes  on  Thx  Great 
Unpaid,  Btra  Stephen  Batson  and  the  Hon.  Percy  Wyndham  on 
Toiim  and  Country  Laboitrerg,  and  the  Rev.  C.  Usher  Wilson  on 
The  Situation  in  SotUh  A/riea :  A  Voice  from  Cnpe  Cofony. 
There  are  three  Church  articles — by  Mrs.  Humphrey  Ward  on 
The  Kew  Rf/nrmnlimi — //.  A  Conn-ien^e  Clause  for  the  Laity,  by 
Dr.  Cobb  on  The  Church  Criitif  and  Diiu-iitnblinhnwnt,  and  by  Mr. 
George  Russell  on  Lambeth  and  "  Liberation."  Mr.  Russell  looka 
forward  to  the  time  when  the  Church  will  make  up  her  mind  to 
free  herself  from  "  all  the  degrading  incidents  in  which  Establbh- 
ment  involves  her." 

The  Contempohart  Rrvibw  bas  an  admirably  written  article  on  The 
Inevitabf*:  in  South  Africa,  by  Mr.  Eklmund  Garrett,  the  Editor  of 
the  Cape  Times.  Dr.  Austin  Taylor,  a  prominent  Protestant, 
writes  on  The  JUtuaHtta  and  the  Eleelorate.  "Miles"  bas  an 
article  on  Militia,  Vvluntein^  and  Eegidars,  and  Lady  Henry- 
Somerset  discusses  Prnetital  Temperanee  Lrgidation.  There  are 
also  articles  on  The  Wvrkhotise  from  the  Ingrde,  by  Miss  Edith  M. 
Shaw,  and  on  Ifew  Zealand,  by  Sir  Robert  Stout. 

The  Fortnightly  Revibw  gives  first  place  to  the  Eennes  Verdict  and 
the  Dreyfus  Case,  by  "An  English  Officer,"  whilst  Mrs,  H.  C. 
Foxcroft  writes  on  the  Dreyfus  Scandal  of  English  History.  Mr. 
Geoffrey  Drage,  the  Tory  member  for  Leicester,  has  an  article  on 
7'he  Problem  of  the  Aejed  Poor.  Mr.  Harold  O,  Parsons  discusses 
Australian  Federation— from  the  Inside,  "  An  Oxford  Tutor"  The 
True  Meaning  of"  The  Crisis  in  the  Church,"  and  Canon  MacCoU 
The  Lambeth  Decision.  "  Diplomaticus  "  sets  out  Mr.  Ghnmhcrlain's 
Mistakes  over  the  Transvaal  question,  though  it  is  only  fair  to  add 
that  he  is  even  more  Jingo  than  Mr.  Chamberlain  himself. 

Ik  the  National  Review  Sir  Godfrey  Lushington  writes  yet  another 
of  his  informed  articles  on  the  Verdict  at  Rennet.  Mr.  Ernest  K 
Williams  (of  "Made  in  Germany"  fame)  has  an  article  on  Mr. 
Chaplin's  Kile  in  which  he  really  contends  that  silence  in  public 
opinion  has  given  consent  to  Mr.  Chaplin's  grain  tax  idea.  Mr. 
F.  C.  Cooybeare  discusses  Stcord  aitd  Casnock,  and  the  Hon  J. 
Macgregor  (Member  of  the  Legislative  CouncU,  New  Zealand) 
Compulsory  Arbitration  at  IVort.  The  Rev.  H.  Hensley  Hensoa 
writes  on  The  Archbishop's  Judgment.  There  are  the  usual 
excellent  Home,  American,  and  "Greater  Britain  " 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

The  LiuuRXL  Calendar  for  1900  is  in  course  of  preparation  and 
will  \if.  roady  in  a  few  days.  The  Calendar  this  year  contatnB  portraits 
of  all  the  liberal  Prime  Ministers  since  the  Reform  Act,  of  other 
prominent  Liberals  of  the  Century,  and  of  ihe  present  Liberal 
leaders  —  Lord  Kimberley  and  Sir  Henry  Campbell  -  Bannerman. 
Special  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  localisattoii  of  the 
Calkndab,  and  for  a  small  additional  charge  purchasers  of  not  less 
than  1,000  copies  may  have  their  portrait  inserted  accompanied  by  such 
special  matter  as  tliey  may  de.-tire.  Single  copies  of  the  Calrhdab, 
post  free  2d.,  and  all  particulars,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Liberal 
Publication  Department,  42,  Parliament-street,  S.W. 

The  Department  has  just  issued  the  following  leaflets: — No.  I82I, 
"A  Misunderstood  Dispatch,"  2  pp.  (3a.  per  1,000);  No.  1822,  "Sir 
Edward  Clarke  on  the  War  in  South  Africa,"  I  p.  (2s.  per  1,000). 
Single  copies  will  be  sent  on  receipt  of  stamp  for  postage. 

We  would  for  the  third  time  remind  those  of  our  readers  whose 
subscriptions  to  the  Maqazike  became  due  with  the  October  number 
and  have  not  yet  renewed,  that  such  subscriptions  are  payable  in 
advance  and  should  tie  sent  without  delay  to  the  Liberal  Publication 
Department. 
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(1)  Hr.  Iiong  on  Agricnltore. 

"  Afnicalture,  for  which  thisconntry  liad  been  fainnnn  from  time  inuBC- 
moriftl,  Iiwl  pawed  tlirough  manj'  phanew  and  many  ditficaltied,  and  ho  w«» 
afrwd  that  the  tale  to  be  told  to-day  wtu>  in  many  rcMpectx  little,  if  at  all. 
more  cheerful  than  that  whith  they  liod  been  telhne  for  a  long  time  p»fL 
It  wan  moHt  remarkable,  however,  notwithntanding  the  fact  that  thr 
indoHtry  connected  with  the  unltivation  of  the  i>oil  in  thin  conntry  had  for  a 
long  time  cen»ed  to  be  as  profitable  an  enterprixe  an  tltey  were  told  it  uned 
to  be,  that  we  had  Keen  n  marked  development  in  modern,  times.  VTe  had 
found  men  ready  to  embark  large  sums  of  money  in  order  to  gire  a  new 
fillip  to  aj^ii^ulture.  and  to  produce  a  new  industry  eonnected  with  it." 

(2)  Kr.  Uorley  on  the  TranHvaal. 

"  I  am  not  going  to.night  to  drag  you  through  all  the  parUcnlant  and 
detailx  of  what  haa  tieen  well  called  the  game  of  uind  man'H.huff  which  ber 
MaJMty's  Government  and  tlie  Transviutl  (iovemraent  between  them  have 
been  playing  for  the  laxt  eight  or  nine  weekx.  The  coarse  of  tbvM' 
negotiationn  will  have  Ui  be  fully  and  carefully  reviewed  by  the  Honxe  of 
Commons,  and  I  do  not  think  that  I  will  auk  yon  to  travel  one  inch  along 
that  rather  complex  and  tortuomi  road  with  me.  Bnt  1  would  like  to  point 
out  this,  that  in  my  view  undoubtedly  the  Transvaal  Government  made  a 
mistake,  and  a  great  mistake,  when  they  failed  to  close,  with  more  or  lea> 
of  argumentation,  with  the  terms  which  were  not  exactly  offered,  bat 
which  were  more  or  lean  accepted,  bv  the  British  Government  in  the 
despatch  of  Sept*mlier  8th.  I  ventured  to  *ay  at  Manchester  that  in  ray 
view— and  my  friend  Mr.  Conrtney  said  the  same— it  would  l)e  prudent  on 
the  part  of  the  Transvaal  Government  to  sUck  to  their  offer  of  a  five  years' 
qualification  for  the  franchise  as  part  of  the  bargain  by  which  the  francliise 
was  accepted  as  the  right  way  of  redreiwing  K<*ievaiiceH  on  the  one  side,  and 
then,  on  the  other  side,  they  might  have  amrmed  their  fall  reliance  upon 
the  Convention  of  which  yon  have  all  heard,  the  Convention  of  1884.  If 
tiiiey  had  done  that,  if  they  had  retained  their  jiotiition  upon  the  five  yean' 
franchise,  and  if  they  had  affirmed  again  their  adherence  to,  and  their 
reliance  upon,  the  Cunvontion  of  lbH4,  they  wouht  have  planted  theniBelven 
behind  a  diplomatic  entrenchment  which  conid  not  by  any  fiur  or  reanonable 
me«nH  have  been  forced.  They  had  my  humble  couuael  then.  You  may 
have  heard  the  aayine  that  there  were  two  kinds  of  unwise  people— thoee 
who  give  advice,  and  those  who  do  not  take  it.  I  wan  one  of  tliose  unwise 
people,  and,  if  I  may  say  so,  I  think  the  Transvaal  Government  were  the 
other.  Bat  there  is  still  plenty  of  room  for  a  friendly  settleucnt.  There 
was  at  the  moment  plenty  of  room  for  a  friendly  settlement ;  I  think  there 
still  is  1  but  there  whs  then.  Bnt  unluckily,  junt  as  the  Transvaal  Govern- 
ment made  a  mistake,  so  I  venture  to  say,  not  as  a  party  man,  that  her 
MajeHty's  Government  made  a  worse  mistake   -because  on  September  22ad, 


than  ten  days  ago,  a  fortnight  B«o,  they  cloned  the  door  upon  the 
sala  altogether,  and  theysaid,'Wearej<oinjrnpon  a  new  tack.' 
of  this — and  Ihia  in  nut  a  prophecy  of  mine  which  you  mi^t 


reject  as  such— be  sure  of  this,  that  if  yun  once  embark  n| 

Jou  will  have  to  take  the  government  of  the  Transvaal  luw  jum  uwu 
anda.  I  dareEiay  nomeone  may  say,  '  A  very  good  thing,  too ;  we  know 
how  to  govern  the  Transvaal. '  I  do  not  ask  you  to  listen  to  me  except  for 
half  an  hour  or  ho.  Listen  lo  a  Minister.  This  was  what  was  aaid  bya 
Cabinet  Minister  on  Septeiuber  20th  last.  You  will  ol)serve  I  am  now  upon 
the  point  that  if  we  do  not  allow  these  battles  to  be  fought  out  by  oar 
countrymen  in  the  Transvaal,  it  is  left  with  the  progressive  element  of 
Transvaalers.     Mr.  Ritchie  aays  ;  — '  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  nemberof 
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1899. 
Oct^    3.— Duke  of  Devonshire  ^t  Waterhouses  (StaRordshire) 

on  Railway  Enterprise. 

<1)  Mr.   Walter  Long  at  Moreton-in>the-Mar5h  on 

„  5. — Duke  of  Westminster  lays  foundation  stone  of  New  St. 
Deniol's  Library  at  Hawarden  to  be  erected  m 
purt  of  National  Gladstone  Memorial 

I  the 

(2)  Mr.  John  Morley  at  Carnarvon  on  the  Transvaal. 
„      7.— Royal  Proclamation  calling  out  Army  Reserve 
„     9.— The  Duke  of  Devonshire  at  Sheffield  on  the  Transvaal 
and  on  Education. 

<3)  Lord  Tweedmouth  at  National  Liberal  Club 
(London  Liberal  and  Radical  Union  Council 
Meeting)  on  the  Transvaal. 

Ultimatum  presented  by  Government  of  Transvaal 
Republic  to  British  Agent  at  Pretoria. 

the  GovKmment  who  would  not  look  upon  it  tUH  an  unmitigated  raisfortnne 
if  ve  had  to  take  over  the  government  of  the  TransvaaJ.'  Mark  thom 
words.  Some  people  are  cnptivaled  by  the  idea  (they  think  that  Great 
Britain  can  do  anything)  of  our  taking  over  tbi>>  republic  and  the  neigh- 
bouring republic  of  the  Oranee  Free  State.  No  Minister  will  saj  that  they 
look  upon  that  an  a  ifofni  thing ;  no  Minister  will  look  upon  it  aa  a  good 
thing.     '  An  nnmitigateil  misfortune.'    There  ix  glorious  diplomacy  I  " 

(S)  Lord  Tweedmonth  on  the  TrauHvaal. 

"  The  conutry  wan  now  in  the  midst  of  a  most  momentous  criMs.  Since 
the  Crimean  War  and  the  Indian  Mutiny  there  had  not  occurred  a  situation 
which  demanded  the  patriotism  and  I'alm  judgment  of  tlie  citizens  of  the 
country  more  than  the  present  cri!>is.  It  was  not  a  time  for  using  strong 
lan^a^.  The  time  liiul  pasHed,  or  it  liad  not  come,  for  criticiKing  the 
action  of  the  (ioicmment.  They  1>elieved  that  a  wiser  management  of  the 
nation's  alfairs  would  have  prevented  the  present  crisis.  But  they  found 
themselves  in  the  position  of  the  pasHeneem  on  board  a  ship  whose  captain 
had  run  her  on  the  rocks.  It  liehoved  tlietn  to  do  all  they  i«old  to  further 
the  operations  of  the  captain,  the  olticers,  and  crew  in  getting  the  ship  olf 
the  rocks,  and  when  that  o|>eration  was  over  it  would  become  necewtary  to 
hold  an  ini[niry  into  the  conduct  of  the  captiun  and  the  ofltoeTs,  and  it 
might  be  to  nuapend  their  certificates.  The  country  found  itself  on  the 
ver^  of  war  with  a  kindre<l  nation— a  war  which  might  almost  bo  termed 
a  civil  war,  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  great  numbers  of  'Diitvlimen 
were  citizens  of  our  South  African  colonies— and  a  war  which  might  have 
additional  horrors  added  to  it  by  the  action  of  the  native  races  in  South 
,\fricB,     As  yet  no  cause  had  lieen  shown  why  we  should  go  to  war." 
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(1)  Mr.  Balfour  on  ti.e  Wnr, 

"  It  te  enough  for  me  that  this  countrk'  hat>  beeu  forued  into  ito  prtt^eut 
puution  agniQHt  itfi  will  ;  tliat  eacli  forn'an)  ^t^p  huH  bm)  taken  relurtaatly. 
«ud  in  obedienue  to  un  uveniiHMteritif!  ne«eiwity ;  and  that,  now  tliat  the 
(iruHiHictti  of  peiic«  are  tinally  dentroyed  ;  now  tliat  even  thow  wliar« 
[latience  Beenied  inexbHiintible  have  Iim  thix  M>lution  prattsed  npoo  tlieai ; 
now  that  war,  with  all  iu  con»equencen.  nil  its  low  of  life,  all  it«  destmc- 
tjon  of  property,  all  the  HiiHerlng  inevitable  in  any  war,  ix  upon  an :  we  at 
all  events  can  say  that  we  liave  never  anked  for  anything  but  jiutice ;  tJuil 
we  liave  never  desired  anything  but  freedom  ;  that  all  we  have  longetl  for 
i»  that  etiualit^'  nnder  the  TranwHaJ  Republic  for  men  of  our  rat-e  and  of 
anrsneecli  which  we  freely  and  equally  giro  to  men  of  I>ut«h  race  ami 
Dulob  Hpeecli  in  the  neit;hmiurin);  coloniex.  If  they  think  it  worth  while 
loiiuperil  tlieir  future  in  onier  to  refa»e  tliese  riglittt  to  men  of  our  tat*  and 
of  ourapeech,  at  all  eventn  the  blame  rests  on  them,  and  not  ap>n  thin 
count:y.  and  we  can  at  all  eveutti  feel  lliat,  whatever  wo  havetogotliToaeti 
before  thiB  war  be  bronebt  to  itn  final  mncluBive  and  successful  inHue.  the 
Raurilieea  that  we  sitall  be  called  niran  t«  make  are  soeriliceH  in  the  in 
of  tlio  ri^htii  of  men  and  of  I'ivilination." 

(2)  Mr.  Astmitlt  on  the  War. 

"  1  dissociate  myself,  however,  entirely  from  those.if  auch  there  be.  whii 
hul  this  war,  this  (feulorahle.  this  lamentable  war,  ana  meanK  toon  ulterior 
end,  the  anbordination  of  the  Boers  and  the  annexation  of  the  Dutch 
Republic.  Such  an  intention  ha>  been  emphatiimlly  and  repeatedly 
rqiudialed  by  her  Majesty's  Government ;  it  finds  no  place  as  far  as  I  know 
tn  the  programme  of  policy  of  any  revponsible  politician  in  tliiB  country. 
To  adopt  that,  to  coquette  witli  it.  to  connive  at  it  would  be  to  justify  « 
hundredfold  the  charges  of  pharisaism  and  hypocrisy  which  are  being  freely 
levelled  against  us  at  this  mument  bv  the  critics,  not  always  well  informed 
or  well  dispoaed,  of  the  C«ntinental  I'ress.     I  believe,  and  I  hope  I  -ipeak 

Cr  opinion  too.  I  believe  that  the  pomtibility  of  thin  war  has  been  con- 
plated  by  the  vast  majority  of  thinking  people  of  (Ireat  Britain  with 
.  aversion,  "f  hey  do  not— let  us  be  thankful  for  it — tliey  do  not  take  their 
opinions  or  attitude  front  the  irresponsible  fire-eaters,  the  profesaional 
breeders  of  mischief  Itetween  nation  and  nation,  the  bravos  and  bullies  who 
at  timeij  like  this  always  make  tlieiiiselves  heard  in  the  hack  Hlniiis  of 
Britixli  journalism.  The  thinking  people  of  the  country  see  in  this  war 
little  or  no  prospect  either  of  material  advantage  or  military  glory  ;  thev 
fear,  witli  too  much  reason,  that,  like  the  sowing  of  the  dragon's  teetli,  ft 
may  yield  a  bitter  harvent  of  refentment  and  distrust.  It  ix  not  with  a 
light  iieart  that  they  take  np  the  challenge  that  has  lieen  thrown  down  ; 
but  now  tliat  it  has  been  forced  npon  them  they  will  see  it  through  to  tin- 

(3)  Lord  Salisbury  on  the  New  Diplomacy. 

'"  Now  an  to  the  modem  dijilomacy.  In  the  principles  the  noble  earl 
opposite  livys  down  everybody,  of  course,  must  i^rree.  Xo  negotiation  ii- 
conducted  under  favourable  teniLs,  every  negotiation  runs  a  great  eliance  of 
being  wrecked,  if  the  opinions  un  either  side  are  exposed  dunng  its  progreK. 
to  tlift  e.vttstgerated  iiiHuence  of  popular  excitement.  We  do  not  always  gel 
what  w(g  desire.  \Vu  get  what  we  have  to  take,  anil  the  constitutional 
conditions  under  which  we  live,  enormous  as  is  the  strength  which  they  eivr 
ILK  in  certain  circumHtaiiceM,  greatly  as  they  mau;niry  the  power  of  England 
ia  any  real  danger,  undoubtedly  furnish  us  with  conditions  which  make  the 
conduct  of  negotiathins  very  much  more  difficult  than  formerly.  But  there 
are  ocun'iions  on  which  you  cannot  observe  absolute  secrecy  without 
sacriticing  a  great  source  of  power.  Wliat  is  this  controversy  which  we 
have  had  to  adjust  or  at  least  to  deal  with  in  South  Africa?  It  ix  a 
controversy,  no  doubt,  lietweeu  two  races  nearly  balanced  in  power,  one  of 
which  race  hi  naturally  devoted  Ui  this  coimtiy,  and  the  oUier  is  divided 
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Oct.  1 1.— State  of  War  begins  with  the  Transvaal. 

(1)  Mr.  Balfour  at  HaddiR^^tOR,  (3)  Mr.  Asquith  at 
Dundee,  Mr  Brodrick  at  Guildford,  and 
Sir  R.  Webster  »t  West  Cowes  on  the 
Transvaal. 

„  12. —Mr.  Asquith  at  Newburgh  on  the  War  and  Legisla- 
tion. Mr.  Courtner  at  Liskeard,  and  Lord 
Tweedmouth  at  Middlesbrough  on  Traiw- 
vttftl  War. 

„    1 7.  —Opening;   of    Parliament.      The   Queen's   Speech. 

{See  page  .5.10). 

House  of  Lords.  Dsbate  on  Address.  Spoeuhes  by 
Lord  Kimberley  and  (3)  Lord  Salisbury. 
Address  agreed  to. 

House  of  Commons.  Debate  on  Address. 
Speeches  by  Sir  H.  Campbell- Banner- 
man,  Mr.  Balfour,  and  Sir  C.  Dilke. 
Amendment  by  Mr.  Dillon  declaring  that 
the  war  was  due  to  assertion  of  clainia  which 
were  in  direct  violation  of  the  Convention 
of  1881,  and  that  recoui-se  sliould  be  had  to 
arbitration  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the 
differences  between  the  two  Qovemments, 
rejected  by  .122  to  54. 


m<tny  of  them  bsin^  by  conviction,  by  nb^ervation,  and  l)y  experience  flrni 
and  devoted  adherent-*  and  BuhipclJ"  of  the  (^ueen,  manv  of  them  HtiT) 
having  vieionH  of  noma  future  return  of  Dutch  nupremitcy.  Well,  when  you 
have  to  interfere  in  nnch  a  i-onllict  att  tiiat.  when  yon  have  to  Htru^^  for 
the  rights  and  cliumH  and  autliority  uf  tlie  ijneen,  you  have  to  took  around 
you  and  ^4ee  what  forcex  {on  have  at  your  back.  .\n  Bn^Vuh  Minister  in 
not  an  organ  of  deiipotic  power,  who  hat  merely  to  fcivo  the  ivord  of 
command,  and  the  pofiey  wliidi  he  welectii  will  be  unflinuhmgly  carried  out. 
He  hai  to  look,  almo^it  at  every  moment,  for  the  amount  that  he  can  com- 
mand of  that  popular  Hup|iort  which  in  the  breath  of  life  to  all  politico) 
movements  in  tni^  a$i!e  :  anil  the  ItritJHh  MiiuMter  who  hat  to  consider  the 
state  uf  atTair^  at  the  ('ape,  and  to  Himtain  the  uause  of  British  anprematy, 
ha.-i  to  conciliate,  to  retain,  to  encourage,  to  pnHh  forward  ai  much  of  that 
loyalty  to  her  Majenty  a*  he  can  commanti ;  and  he  cannot  afford  by 
tiecrecy,  by  neglecting  the  feelingH  of  thine  to  whom  he  ha^  to  look  for 
support — he  cannot  alTord  to  leave  their  attontion  uncalled,  their  feelings 
nnap|iea1ed  to  :  he  m  boumi  to  seek  in  their  feelincH.  and  by  placing  before 
them  a  full  eipiwition  of  the  caae  on  iiehalf  of  which  he  invokoH  tlieir  aid, 
!•  bound  to  give  ttiem  hdcIi  infonnation  as  will  place  at  hi-i  ilisponal  and 

"  ■'  er,  all  tlie  phyRlcal  force  of  thotie  >  '      " 

LR  necessary,  if  he  could  not  aftbnl  t 
1^  •         '     ■  '" 

methodH  of  the  older  diploma 
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(1)  Sir  W.  Harcourt  oh  tlje  War. 

"  I  coiifeHv  I  aiu  not  salUtied  witli  the  i^oume  of  thene  ne^tintiunh.  I 
ajn  not  preltinding  Ui  juxtifj^  the  coDiIuct  of  tlie  Boer  Ouvernment.  I  thiok 
it  b  to  be  conileiiinfd.  I  think,  aw  regnrdH  the  altimatum  wiiirii  they  !*ent 
forth,  DO  woriU  can  bu  too  ntrona;  to  confteiiin  it.  That  i»  th«r  aSur. 
But  we  have  to  *cnitinbie  carefully  tlie  conduct  of  our  own  Government, 
and  to  HUtiMfy  oiirxelveH  tliat  in  every  re>>|iect  it  haa  been  that  which  wu 
awtt  conducive  to  the  caune  of  peace.  Un  that  xubject  I  coiife<iSi  havitf 
examioeil  thin  lantter  «»  carefully  an  I  can,  I  am  nivHelf  not  satisGed-  The 
right  hon.  gentleman,  the  Colonial  Secretary,  will  have  the  opportunity,  «■ 
wo  know  he  ban  the  ability,  to  Ktat«  the  cane  of  the  GovemineoU  and  la 
Htat«  the  cane  for  liitu.ue1f  in  regard  to  the  conduct  of  these  tnuisautions.  I 
have  frankly  endeavoured  to  lay  before  tlie  Hotute  the  reaaons  why  I  think 
tliere  are  puintH  in  thote  trannactiono  which  niii;ht  have  lieen  diBerently 
cunducl«d,  and  which,  if  thej'  hail  been  wi  conducted,  would  hnve  led  toa 
dlDerent  iasue.     At  all  event*,  until  I  have  hearl  the  exjilanatianH  to  be 

E'ven  by  the  rifcht  hou.  j^entlenian,  I  miixt  remain  of  the  opinion  that  wr 
ive  not,  in  the  pliraw;  of  Sir  Alfred  Mitner — an  unfortunate  phrtMe,  1 
tl link,  at  the  moment  and  in  the  manner  in  which  it  was  uxed — 'acleaa 


Hlate.'     For  my  part,  at  leant,  while  I  am  prepared,  i 

member  of  thm  Houiie  in  prepared,   to  Mup|>ort  the   Government  of  the 

"  tlie  unbt^ipy  connict  in  which  we  are  engiwed,  I  muHt  decliii' ' 


s; 


e  of  the  tranKactions  which 

(2)  Hr.  ChunbarlAilk  on  the  TrauHvaal  NeKotiatioUH. 

"  I  am  now  going  to  make  au  admiKsion  which  may  also  be  constmed 
BH  inconfiHtent  with  what  I  have  wuil  before.  The  argument  on  the  oth«r 
Hide  hax  lieen  that  if  we  had  done  Homethinj;  ditfercnt  peace  might  have 
been  preserved.  Well,  Sir.  I  Hay  that,  having  niOHt  carefully  considered 
all  the  circunwtancea  in  the  light  of  the  muet  recent  events— in  the  li^ht  of 
the  ultimatum  and  in  the  light  of  the  recent  HpeecheH  of  Preeident  kmger 
luid  otlieni— 1  have  now  come  to  the  conclusion  that  war  wan  alwayii 
inevitable.  It  in  a  coiicluHion  at  which  I  have  only  recently  and  mut 
reluolAntly  arrived.  Sir,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  or  anyone  eUe 
can  find  [laMuigeH  Kt  ditt'eretit  ttmex  in  the  defpatt'hex  which  were 
only  the  other  day  kid  uiioii  the  table  of  the  House  in  which 
[  have  continneil  to  expreiw — though  I  am  not  certain  tliat  I  have 
liuen  sanguine,  but  at  all  events  in  which  I  have  continued  to  ei^prew— 
hopes  of  peai«.     I  exprewed  such  hopes  of  peace  when  the  House  broke  up 

'  at  the  end  of  last  SeHnion.  From  the  first  day  I  came  into  olfice  I  huped 
for  peace ;  I  strove  for  [leace.  At  that  time,  and  at  an  earlier  period,  down 
even  tM  the  most  recent  |>eriuil,  I  have  helieveil  in  peace.  Biit  do  let  UHall 
h<ok  at  the  matter  in  the  new  lij;ht  in  which  it  is  now  pre>«nt«<l  to  ua 
My  hon.  friend  the  inemlwr  for  Dnrliani  ex]>Tesse<l  in  eloquent  terms  bik 
aitditional  refcnl  that,  not  only  were  we  at  war,  but  that  we  had  cunie  to 
witr  after  Iieing  apparently  so  near  peace.  The  leader  of  the  Oppoeitioii 
s^ioke  in  the  vame  xense,  and  the  right  hon.  member  for  Went  Monraonth 
fidlowed  him  in  the  same  line.  Sir.  have  we  ever  been  near  peace  !  We 
afipeared  to  be  near  peace ;  reasons  have  tieen  given  to  us  Ui  make  us  think 
that  we  were  near  it.  Rut  is  it  not  true,  when  we  come  to  look  at  the  whole 
situation,  that  always  there  have  lieen  cardinal  diflerences ;  that  then  have 
l>een  tliingx  which  it  was  esRenti^  for  us  t^i  demand  and  to  obtain  ;  and 
tlial  tliese  thingM  President  Kruger  and  his  friends  and  ailvisers  have  alwajs 
lieen  determined  not  to  give?  I  claim  theve  nnotations  from  my  put 
H[>eeoheH  upon  this  subject  as  continnation  of  wliat  I  again  empbatiollj 
declare  to  the  Houite— that  from  fitst  to  last  in  these  nof^iationu,  while  I 
have  put  first  in  my  mind  the  determination  at  all  cohIh  to  secure  justice 
for  British  subjects  and  to  secure  the  paratnounlcv  of  thin  iwuntry  (or  c»U 
it  what  you  will),  while  I  have  done  that,  within  tliese  limits  [  Iiave  Btrivea 
to  the  very  best  of  my  i>oor  ability  to  secure  a  [leaceful  settlemenL     .    .    . 
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Oct.  IS.^House  of  Commoas.  Royal  Meesi^  read  intimatiog 
catlin);;  out  of  Militia.  Discussion  on  "  proroga- 
tion "  or  "  adjourameDt." 


Motion  by  Mr.  Balfour  excluding  from  the 
Autumnal  Session  any  but  Qovernment  busineaa. 
Carried  by  279  votes  to  48. 

Amendment  to  Address  moved  by  Mr.  P.  Stan- 
hope disapproving  of  the  conduct  of  the 
negotiationa  which  had  involved  us  iti  hii.-itilities 
with  the  two  South  African  Republics.  Speech 
by(l)SirW.  HarcourL 


19. — House  of  Lords.  Royal  Message  read  intimating 
her  Majesty's  intention  to  call  out  the  Militia  by 
Royal  Proclaniatiua.  Address  to  the  Queen 
acknowledging  Message  agreed  to. 

House  of  Commons.  Mr.  Balfour  intimates  tlmt  in 
deference  to  wishes  of  members  the  |>i'i;>ent 
Session  would  be  prorogued,  not  adjourned,  to 
admit  of  new  Queen's  Speech  being  read  when 
Parlinment  meets  in  February. 

The  Address. — Speeches  by  (2)  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain, Sir  E.  Claiice,  Mr.  Morley,  Mr. 
Courtney,  and  Mr.  Balfour.  Debate 
closured  by  356  votes  to  158. 


Mr.  Stanhope's  Amendment  negatived  by  362  to 
133,  and  Address  agreed  to. 


20.— House  of  Commons.  Mr.  Balfour  moved  Address  to 
Her  Majesty  acknowledging  her  Mes-xajri;  as 
to  calling  out  Militin.  Amendment  by  Mr. 
Dillon  defeated  by  299  to  36  aiul  Address 
agreed  to. 
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Now  I  come  to  the  question  of  nupremacy.  1  believe  we  ore  all  aCTeed  B^ 
to  the  necessity  of  maintaining  what  I  describe  as  supremacy.  Then.  baN 
it  been  threatened  T  Has  there  been  any  danger  to  tliia  snpremacy!  Well. 
Sir,  the  whole  policy  and  object  of  the  Itoers  in  regard  to  this  matter 
has  been  dinplayed  so  cleariy  that  the  man  in  the  Htreet  can  read  ar. 
he  rnn».  Why,  Sir,  from  1881  downward^  they  have  been  patiently, 
cleverly,  persiHtently,  by  impen^ptible  steps,  endeavouring  M  ount  tfie 
Qaeen  from  her  nuzerainly,  hi  throw  off  the  last  trace  of  Knbordin»Uon. 
antil,  grown  l)old  by  apjiarent  immunity  in  the  course  they  have  poisaed. 
they  now  take  off  the  mask,  they  show  openly  what  has  l)een  their  object 
all  along,  and  declare  themselves  to  be  a  novereign  inilependent  State.  Do 
yon  suiipose  that,  tltouKh  thev  only  declared  tliat  iu  May  last,  they  bad  not 
it  in  tlieir  minds !  We  had  not  it  in  our  minds— creanlona  people  as  se 
have  been.  At  least,  I  had  not  it  in  mine.  I  cannot  speak  for  my 
predecessor.  I  did  not  know  that  they  had  any  pretention  to  lie  an 
independent  Hovereign  State  until  tbey  declared  it  m  the  despatch  of  May 
last  I  do  not  care  whether  they  inHJsted  upon  it  or  not.  I  tliink  they 
fonnit  they  had  made  a  mistake  by  iihowing  their  cards,  and  I  think  in  a 
stibsequent  despatch  they  were  evidently  anxious  to  weaken  the  effect 
which  they  had  produced.  I  think  tliat  throws  a  most  lurid  light  on  tlie 
)>i>ticy  of  the  Boom.  If  you  want  any  (continuation  of  it,  you  will  Hud  it  in 
a  perfect  flood  of  witnesses — in  the  conversations,  which  came  out  by  no 
fault  of  the  Boem,  between  .lonbert  and  Lobengula,  when  he  urged  upon 
tliat  chief  to  make  common  cause  with  the  Boers  and  wipe  the  stink  of  tlie 
English  oat  of  the  land ;  in  the  negotiations  of  IS84,  to  which  I  shall  have 
to  refer :  in  the  refusal  of  President  Kruger  to  accept  tlie  invitation  fw 
which  he  himself  hod  asked  in  ISM  on  the  express  ground  that  he  foand 
that  1  refused  to  discunn  with  him  any  alteration  of  Article  4,  which  placed 
the  foreign  relations  of  the  Transviuil  under  the  control  of  her  Majesty'^ 
Government;  in  constant  intrigues  with  the  UJtlanders  themselves,  whom, 
again  and  again,  Boer  emissaries  have  invited  to  give  up  this  appeal  to  her 
Majesty's  Government  and  to  engage  witJi  the  {k>erH  in  creating  a  Unit^-'l 
South  Africa  entirely  free  of  Imperial  influence  and  control ;  and  in  tlii' 
treasonable  appeal  which  was  circulated  widely  weeks  before  the  nl  timatam. 
on  the  borders  of  the  Cape  Colony  amongst  the  Dutoh,  and  in  which  they 
were  told  that  their  rights  as  Afrikanders  in  the  English  colonies^rightK 
which  are  exactly  on  an  equality  with  those  of  British  Kuhjects^were  only 
protected  by  the  continued  existence  of  the  two  Kepuhlics,  and  that  as  tlir 
two  Kepuhlics  were  threatened,  the  Afrikanders  shonid  go  to  war  with  the 
Boers  in  order  to  get  rid  of  British  supremacy.  In  every  line  of  tht- 
ultimatam,  too,  there  breathes  this  desire  to  escape  su)>ordination.     Then- 


much  more  to  lie  said  upon  which  we  have  suspicion  which  amounts  t 
iowledge~not  the  proof  that  you  would  bring  forward  in  a  court  of  la" , 
suspicion  which  I  am  certain  no  one  who  has  l>een  in  my  ofSce  ha^ 


failed  to  enterttun,  a  suspicion  which  pointa  to  the  fikct  that  the 
so-called,  of  Dr.   Leyds  lias  been  one  continual  series  of   intrigues  with 
foreign  Powers  against  the  British  supremacy." 

(I)    Sir  H   Campbell -BannsnnBiii  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War. 

"  This  itay,  at  all  events,  we  pass  away  from  the  region  of  words  to  thi^ 
region  of  ei'enta.  Events  are  now,  1  venture  to  say,  if  1  read  the  gener:il 
feeling  of  my  countrymen — events  are  what  we  look  to  with  Kreatcr 
anxiety  than  to  the  quarrels  of  politicians,  or  all  the  criticisms  of  thoM- 
who  take  different  views  on  great  <|uestionM  of  State  policy.     These  que-- 


«  of  the  war  of  which  we  are 
commencing  to  hear  acconuix  *  The  infonnation  the  hon.  gentleman  has 
given  us  to-day  is  enough  to  encourage  us  so  far,  but  at  the  same  time  to 
make  us  tako  a  sad  and  sober  \'iew  of  what  we  are  doing.  Let  not 
England  boa«t  as  be  tliat  putteth  his  armour  on,  hut,  rather,  as  he  tliut 
tahetli  Ills  armour  off;  and  ivbcn  we  hear  of  a  gallant  deed  here,  of  a 
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t.  20.— House  of  CommoDS.  Committee  of  Supply  on 
Supplemeatary  Army  Estimates.  Speeches 
by  Mr.  Wyndham  and  (1)  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
BanoermaD. 

Discaasion  on  Supplementary  Vote  of  35,000 
men  of  all  ranks  closured  by  194  to  42;  Vote 
carried  by  200  to  35. 

Supplementary  Vote  of  £10,000,000  for  military 
purposes  carried  by  271  to  32. 

Lord  Selborne  at  Todmorden  on  the  War. 

First  Battle  in  South  Africa:  British  Victory  at 
Glencoe  (Natal). 

23. — House  of  Commons.  Mr.  Balfour's  Resolution  sus- 
pending 12  o'clock  rule  carried  by  271  to  40. 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  "  War 
Budget "  introduced  by  Chincellor  of 
Exchequer.     (See  page  532.) 

Budget  Resolution  authorising  Treasury  to  raise 
up  to  £8,000,000  by  Treasury  Bills,  carried  by 
336  votes  to  28,  Formal  Resolution  that 
£10,000,000  be  granted  from  Consolidated  Fund 
passed  by  336  to  27.  Vote  for  35,000  additional 
troops  passed  by  Committee  of  Supply  confirmed 
on  Report  by  333  votes  to  29. 

Report  on  Supplementary  Vote  of  £10,000,000 
passed  by  House  by  308  to  29. 

,  24. — House  of  Commons.  Confimiation  of  Yole  of  Ways 
and  Means  Committee  authorising  issue  of 
Treasury  Bilb  by  237  to  25. 

Confirmation  of  grant  of  £10,000,000  from  Con- 
solidated Fund  by  255  to  33. 

Appropriation  Bill  read  a  first  time. 

Deputation  to  Home  Secretary  urging  Government  to 
introduce  a  measure  giving  efiect  to  recommenda- 
lioa  of  Select  Committee  on  Burial  Grounds. 

gallant  action  there,  carried  out  by  oiir  own  countryiaen  wh6  are  risking 
their  lives  on  our  behalf,  and  when  we  hear  at  the  same  time  tliat  there 
have  been  terrible  loHses,  f  think  everybody  here  must  heein  to  realise  a 
little  more  than   they  did  when  they  were  dixcussing  Blue-books  and 
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(1)  Ur.  OhambwUin  on  Britain's  Treatment  of  ite  Subjects. 

"  I  also  tliink  that  histoiy  has  shown  conclusively  that  one  greU 
Teutonic  people  cannot  hold  another  Teutonic  people  in  snhjection.  But 
who  talks  of  it?  Huh  that  been  onreouree?  Have  we  not  learned  the 
leASonxof  the  American  colonies*      Has  that  been  < 


years !    Has  it  been  our  coarse,    I   won't  say  with   regard   to  Tentonie 
neoplc,   but  witli  re^rd  to    any  people?       Is    that   the  wav  in   which 
I    have  endeavoured  to  hold   Canada!     Is  that  the  way   i 


holding  Cape  Colony?  Does  anybody  pretend  that  the  Dutch  in  Ca^e 
Colony  are  crushed  by  our  rule,  when  they  have  every  right  that 
EnRlishnien  have  in  tneir  own  colony,  crushed  when  they  ate  able, 
under  our  syatein,  to  return  a  Government  of  their  own  complexion, 
crushed  when  they  are  allowed— as  we  in  our  indifference  to  comment 
of  this  kind  are  accustomed  to  allow  rebels  to  talk  to  us — permitted 
without  interference  in  individual  cases  (for  I  am  glad  to  think  that 
this  remark  does  not  appiv  t«  the  majority)  to  talk  and  write  trearan? 
Is  lliat  crushing  out  a  people !  No,  sir,  and  what  reason  is  there  to  say 
that,  in  the  case  of  the  Transvaal  and  the  Orange  Free  State,  whatever 
may  be  the  result  of  tlie  war  in  which  we  are  still  engaged— and  in  my 
opinion  it  is  absolutely  premature  talking  about  the  results  of  a  w^ar  in 
which  we  are  still  engaged — does  anybody  imagine  that,  whatever  the 
result  of  the  war  is,  we  shall  fail  to  do  t«  otliers  in  this  matter  what  we 
have  claimed  for  ourselves,  or  that  we  shall  refuse  as  an  ultimate  settlement 
thatequalityof  righte  to  thcDut^'hin  the  Transvaal  which  the  Dut4-h  in 
the  Transvaal  have  denieil  to  ua  7 " 

(2)  Ur.  Courtney  on  tlie  Transvaal  War. 

"  My  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Chamberlaiiit  spoke  of  tlie  future  and  Kairl 
quite  rightly  tliat  it  waa  premature  now  to  talk  of  the  result  of  the  war. 
But  I  could  not  help  thinking  when  he  spoke  of  the  military  strain  which 
lias  lieen  put  upon  our  resources  by  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged,  of 
the  military  strain  which  will  be  put  upon  them  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
peace  whicli  will  follow.  Some  hon.  members  look  upon  the  Boern  as 
schoolboys— once  give  them  a  lickinc  an<l  they  will  be  your  best  frienitu 
ever  after.  That  has  not  been  their  nistory  in  the  ]ia»t,  it  will  not  be  their 
history  in  the  future.  The  sad  fact  is  that  on  atl  sides  we  have  a  terrible 
lack  of  imagination  of  the  type  and  character  of  these  men,  of  their  InteD- 
tions,  of  their  zeal  and  of  their  passion  for  liberty  and  independence.  Von 
thouglit  that  by  showine  a  little  force  the  game  would  be  won  and  there 
would  be  no  war.  Yon  have  been  entirely  <le<-eived  in  that  anticipation, 
and  we  have  got  war.  That  anticipation  liaA  l>een  falsilied,  and  you  will 
again  be  at  fault  if  you  think  the  future  of  Sonth  Africa  will  give  you  such 
an  easy  peace  an  you  contemplate.  The  point  to  be  insisted  upon  again — 
the  point  the  nation  will  have  to  he  led  to  uonderoverand  investigate  more 
deejily  day  by  day— is  why  we  areengaged  in  a  war  which  on  one  hypothesis 
is  being  waged  to  extract  something  more  lilieral  than  a  live  years' 
franchise  reform,  and  on  another  is  being  waged  to  extract  oiie-t«nth  of  a 
demand,  iiiDe-tentlis  of  which  was  conceded. 

(3t  Sir  Edward  Grey  on  the  Transvaal. 

"  Let  me  sum  up  the  situation  as  it  appears  t«  me.  In  a  question  of 
this  magnitude,  of  tliis  acuteness,  in  which  we  are  now  engag^,  I  do  not 
see  that  there  is  any  middle  course.  We  admit  the  neceeuty  of  this  war 
with  reluctance,  with  the  greatest  reluctance.  It  in  our  )>elief  this  war  is 
an  inevitable  one,  is  not  an  unjust  war,  but  one  which  has  been  forced  upon 
us,  then  we  are  bound  to  say  so.  We  cannot  in  the  face  of  the  world 
conceal  what  we  think.  One  way  or  tlie  other  our  minds  must  be  made 
up,  and  having  nia<le  up  our  minds,  we  must  speak  forcibly.  The  real 
question,  after  all,  for  us  lo  decide  is  not  whether  there  is  any  case  against 
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Oct.  25.— House  of  Commons.  Appropriation  BUI  read 
a  second  time  by  224  voles  to  28.  Speeches  by 
Sir  Wm.  Harcourt,  (1)  Mr.  Chamberlain 
and  (2)  Mr.  Courtney. 

Treasury  SUIh  BUI  read  a  second  time. 
Speeches  by  Sir  W.  Harcourt  and  Sir 
M.  Hicks-Beacb. 

(3)  Sir  Edward  Grey  and  Mr.  Haldaoe  at  Glasgow 
on  the  Transvaal  and  Mr.  Gladstone's  Policy. 

„  26.— House  of  Lords.     Second   Session  {Explana- 
tion) Bill  read  a  first  time. 

House  of  Commons.  Second  Session  (Explana- 
tion) BUI  read  a  third  time.  Appropria- 
tion  BiU   and    Treasury   Bills    Bill 

passed  through  Committee  and  reported  without 
Amendment. 


the  (iovemnient— tliat  wan  a  queKtion  rm»e<l  in  the  debate  tlie  other  day, 
how  much  of  a  case  there  was  against  tlie  (iovernment  for  tlie  mistakes 
which  tliev  hiLve  maile  in  their  negntiatioHH.  I  haie  ailinitteil  to  you  a 
<'JinHidera))ie  ca.se,  hut  wliat  was  left  ont  of  account  in  the  delate  m  the 
Homie  of  Coniinons  tlie  other  day  wah  tliat  tliere  are  two  Hides  lo  this 
■inetition.  In  tlie  tiej^DtJations  two  parties  have  been  concemeil,  tlie  British 
<  lovemment  and  tlie  Koer  Government.  If  there  is  a  case  attainst  the  Britisli 
Ciovernment.  and  if  mistaken  have  been  iiiaile  in  the  course  <if  the  negotia- 
tions, remember  that  you  have  still  to  consiiler  whether  there  is  not  a  far 
stronger  case  ajiainst  the  Boer  (iovemnient.  Do  we  believe  in  the  icood  faith 
of  the  Boer  (Jovemnient,  or  do  we  think  that  there  hatt  been  a  luck  of  good 
faith  on  tlie  part  of  the  Boer  lioveniment  in  the  negotiations  "•.  That  is  the 
rea-sou  tlie  nef(otiations  failed.  It  was  not  l)ecause  of  certain  iihrasea  in 
certain  desiuttclies,  or  it  may  be  in  certtun  sjiecches,  and  so  fortli.  I  tell 
you  franklv  it  seems  to  me,  reailing  the  liislory  of  the  negotiations,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  reason  why  tliey  Eaileil  was  liecause  tlie  Transvaal 
(lovemtiient  wiu  not  jirepared  tn  ^rant  real  reforms,  and  the  blame  for  the 
failure  of  tlie  negotiations  and  tlie  blame  for  the  war  rests  ii|ion  the  Boer 
■dinarchy  anil  the  Hollander  clii]ue  which  has  iiiHuenced  them  ho  much, 
whii'h  has  iiiiNled  tlieni  with  the  deplorable  consequences  which  we  see. 
This  war  if,  in  my  opinion,  a  war  a^inst  an  oligarchical  an<l  oppreKsive 
liovernment;  1>ut  do  not  let  us  forget  it  is  a  war  for  freedom  also.  And 
when  the  war  is  over  let  ns  all  unite  ttvether  in  making  it  clear  that  just 
an  we  have  entered  upon  this  war  with  reluctance,  so  we  intend  in  tlie 
settlement  which  tAkes  place  that  there  shall  be  no  sign  of  vindictiveness 
on  our  part.  Never  for  a  moment,  however  great  the  heat  when  war  is 
going  on,  let  us  lose  uglit  of  tliis.  tliat  though  it  be  a  war  for  freedom,  the 
result  of  tlie  war  is  to  he  not  race  inequality,  hut  race  equality  throughout 
-Mouth  Africa.  Equality  between  the  two  white  races  in  boiith  Africa, 
freedom  and  democratic  Covemmenl,  that  is  the  object  for  which  we  shall 
strive,  that  Is  what  will  be  established  as  the  result  of  the  war— equality 
between  the  two  white  races,  free  and  democratic  government,  and  the 
humane  treatment  for  the  native  coloured  population  which  is  the  pride 
and  the  glory  of  eiery  other  part  of  the  liueen's  dominions." 
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0)    Lord  Hoaebery  on  "  Libeml  ImperialiHiu." 

"  I  regard  Mr.  Pitt  m  the  firet  Liberal  IraperialiHt.  I  ttiii  not  now  over- 
itt«pping  ttiat  unwritten  rule  wliieii  forbidn  any  incaniotiH  un  sucli  an 
occasion  nx  this  into  the  dunmiii  of  party  politics,  oecanae  there  is  no  soch 
party  known  tu  Hansard  or  Dudd,  or  the  Speaker,  or  to  the  Whips,  fu> 
the  party  of  the  Liberal  tmperioliste.  Yet  1  venture  to  think— 1  may  be 
wrong— m  ten  years,  perbapUj  you  will  remember  my  prophecj — I  beliei-e 
the  party  of  Lioet^  Imperialism  is  destined  to  control  the  deetmies  of  thi-< 
conmtry. 

And  on  Majuba. 

"  The  battle  of  Majuba  Hill  wax  not  a  very  considerable  battle  at  all. 
It  wan  a  mere  MkirmiHli,  and  cancurrently  with  that  there  was  an  attemjit 
on  the  |Mirt  of  the  tlien  Oovemment  to  settle  peacefully  the  inBue  in  the 
Transvaal.  Now,  whatever  you  may  think  of  the  resnit  of  that  attempt, 
the  thing  in  itself  watt  a  sublime  experiment.  It  was  an  attempt  to  carry 
into  the  principle  of  international  policy  the  principle  of  tlie  Gospel  itfelf'^: 
and  had  it  been  succesuful,  had  it  been  rewarded  with  success,  we,  I  tliink, 
should  liave  been  enlitleil  to  believe  that  mankind  liad  taken  a  great  stride 
onward,  and  the  hopes  for  the  world  and  humanity  at  large  would  have 


been  infinitely  bru^fiter  than  they  are.     It  was  not  merely— if  I  may 
express  myself — that  Mr.  Gladstone,  as  I  believe,  wislied  to  apply  the  -- 
ciple  of  that  religion  which  was  so  dear  to  him  t«  international  policy 
made  him  make  that  attempt.     Mr.   Gla^lstone— it  is  very  little  Ki 


jxcept  to  those  who  were  most  intimate  with  hini — had  an  overpowering 
conviction  of  the  might  and  power  of  England.  He  thou|^ht  that  Great 
Britain  could  afford  to  do  things,  owing  to  tliat  oveipowenug  might  and 
dominion,  which  other  nations  could  not  afford  to  do  witliont  a  risk  of 
misunderstanding.  And  for  that  reason,  which  I  think  has  never  been 
clearly  enough  set  before  tlie  public,  he  endeavoured,  aft«r  what  wait 
undoubtedly  a  reverse,  to  treat  with  the  Boers  as  if  nu  such  ^e^'e^He  hail 
taken  place.  Now  we  know  how  tliat  ma^auiniity  was  rewarded.  We 
may  feel  perfevtiy  confident,  we  who  follow  Mr.  Gladstone,  that,  were  he 
alive  and  liad  he  the  control  of  the  destinies  of  this  country,  it  would  not 
be  powuble  for  him,  nor  would  it  enter  into  bin  contemplation  liad  he  to 
make  terms  after  this  war,  to  make  terms  such  a"  were  iii^le  after  the 
skirmish  of  Majnba  Hill.  I  remember  well  that  time.  I  hail  a  great 
personal  devotion  to  Mr.  (iladstone.  That  jiersonal  devotion  made  me 
regard  with  hope  any  course  of  policy  that  he  thought  fit  to  adopt,  but  on 
this  occasion  I  confess  I  felt  deep  misgiving.  I  diil  not  believe  tliat  the 
world  was  ripe  for  such  an  experiment.  My  misgiving  mattered  very  little- 
indeed.  I>ecau8e  I  was  only  a  jirivate  member  of  Parlianient  unconnected 
with  the  Government  except  as  a  faitliful  supiwrter,  but  I  cannot  help 
looking  back  to  it  now  and  remembering  how  completel3'  the  fears  I  felt  at 
tliat  time  have  been  realised  in  the  result.  So  far  from  the  Boent  taking 
the  inagnaniniity  as  it  was  intended,  they  re^rded  it  as  a  proof  of  weak- 
ness on  which  tliey  could  encroach.  And  it  was  with  a  deliberate  and 
constant  encroachment  un  tlie  terms  of  the  settlement  tliat  the  Boers 
rewarded  the  siihlinie  magnanimity  of  Mr.  Gladstone.' 

ad  on  the  Present  Situation. 

"I  come  bock  to  my  conclusion,  and  with  this  1  will  detain  you  no 
longer.  It  is  tliis — that  we  have  so  much  on  our  shoulders,  we  have  such 
heavy  work  to  do,  we  have  so  mucli  soil  to  carry,  that  we  cannot  at  thi» 
critical  time,  that  we  cannot  at  this  critical  juncture  afford  to  waste  time 
in  poleniical  discussions.  I  know  that  that  is  a  very  unpopular  doctrine 
from  a  party  point  of  view,  but  I  do  not  care  one  jot  or  one  tittle  whether 
it  is  unpopular  or  not.  When  I  think  of  this  little  island  of  ours,  floating,  aft 
it  were,  ao  lonely  in  theoe  northern  seas,  liewed  with  such  jealousy,  with 
such  hostility,  with  such  foiled  ambition  by  the  great  empires  of  the'  world. 
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Oct.  27.— House  of  Lords.  Motion  by  Lord  Hardwicke, 
directed  agAinst  the  erection  of  the  Cromwell 
Statue  »t  Westminster,  carried  by  6  Totes  to  4. 

Appropriation  BUI,  Second  Session 
(Explanation)  BUI,  and  Treasury 
BUlit  Bill  carried  through  all  their  stagen  and 
passed,  and  Royal  Assent  given  thereto. 

Queen's  Speech  read  by  Lord  Chancellor 
and  Parliament  prorogued. 

House  of  Commons.  Appropriation  Bill  and 
Treasury  Bills  BUI  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

Further  Discussion  on  Transvaal. 

(1)  Lord  Rosebery  at  Bath  on  Pitt,  I^iberal  Imperialism, 
and  the  War. 

Earl  Spencer  at  Birmingham  on  Education. 

B}W  and  Bromley  By-Electioa  consequent  on  resigna- 
tion of  the  Hon.  Lionel  Holland  (0). 

Mr.  W.  Murray  Guthrie  (C)         ■         •     4,238  • 
Mr.  Harold  Spender  (L)       -         -         -     2,123—2,115 
Representation  unchanged. 

1892.  I  1895. 

Macdonald(L)    -     -     4,072         Holland  (C)    -     -     -     4.339 
Coloinb(C)     -     -     -     3,649    |     Macdonald  (L)     -     -     3,178 

„    30.— Earl  Spencer  at  Cleator  Moor  on  South  Africa  and 
Ireland. 

Disaster  to  British  Forces  at  Ladysmith. 


Ml  friendleas  amoneHt  nations  wliidi  count  their  amiies  by  embattled 
luillions — wlien  J  tliink  of  thin  little  i>>land,  of  the  work  which  it  has 
undertaken,  of  the  Empire  that  it  Iish  founded,  and  wliicli  it  is  determined 
to  maintain — wben  I  think  of  tliis,  of  our  expenditure— 1 12  millions  a  year 
in  a  time  of  pence — of  the  lii);li  pressure  under  wliich  we  live,  of  tlie 
responinblities  which  we  have  undertaken,  1  confew  I  hsve  no  hesitation  in 
recurring  to  tlie  opinion  of  Chatham  and  saying  once  more—'  Be  one  people, 
forget  eveiything  for  the  public.'" 
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NOTES    AND    FIGURES. 


The  Autumn  Session  of  Parliament  opened 

The    Autumn         on  October  17th  and  closed  on  October  27th. 

Session.  The  Queen's  Speech  read  at  the  opening  was 

very  brief ;    and    no  other  than    Qovemment 

businesa  having  reference  to  Ways  and  Means  for  carrying;  on  the 

war    in    the   Transvaal    was    transacted  during  the  Session — if    we 

except  a  farcical  vote  by  a  few  peers  on  the  Cromwell  statue.     The 

following  is 

THE   QUEEN'S   SPEECH 
read  at  the  opening  of  the  Sesssion  : — 
"  Mij  Lord*  and  Genllfiafii, 

"Within  a  very  brief  period  after  the  recent  prorogation,  I  am 
compelled  by  events  deeply  affecting  the  interests  of  my  Empire  to 
recur  to  your  advice  and  aid.  The  state  of  affairs  in  South  Africa  has 
made  it  expedient  that  my  Government  should  be  enabled  to  strengthen 
the  military  forces  of  this  country  by  calling  out  the  Reserve.  For  this 
purpose  the  provisions  of  the  law  render  it  necessary  that  Parliament 
should  be  called  together, 

"  Except  for  the  difficulties  that  h>ive  been  caused  by  the  action  of 
the  South  African  Republic,  the  condition  of  the  world  continues  to 
be  peaceful. 

"  Gent) fine  a  ofihe  Uoum:  of  Ctimmoiiiii, 

"  Measures  will  be  laid  before  you  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for 
the  expenditure  which  has  been  or  may  be  caused  by  events  in  South 
Africa.  The  Estimates  for  the  ensuing  year  will  be  submitted  to  you 
in  due  coursie. 

"  Jtfy  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

"  There  are  many  subjects  of  domestic  interest  to  which  your 
attention  will  be  invited  at  a  later  period,  when  the  ordinary  season 
for  the  labours  of  a  Parliamentary  Session  has  been  reached.  For  the 
present  I  have  invited  your  attendance  in  order  to  ask  you  to  deal  with 
an  exceptional  exigency,  and  I  pray  that,  in  performing  the  duties  which 
claim  your  attention,  you  may  have  the  guidance  and  blessing  of 
Almighty  God." 
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On  Friday,  October  27th,  Pai-Hament  was  again  prorogued  (not 
adjourned),  80  that  the  late  session  was  a  complete  session,  and  one  of 
the  shortest  on  record ;  the  Bouse  of  Commons  having  sat  (excluding 
Saturday  and  Sunday)  just  nine  days.     On  the  prorogation 

THE    QUEEN'S    SPEECH 
was  read  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  in  the  following  terms : — 

"  My  Lordt  and  Gentlemen, 

"  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  release  you  from  the  exceptional  duties 
which  have  been  imposed  upon  you  by  the  exigencies  of  the  pnblic 
service. 

"  I  congratulate  you  on  the  brilliant  qualities  which  have  been 
displayed  by  the  brave  regiments  upon  whom  the  task  of  repelling  the 
invasion  of  my  South  African  colonies  bos  been  laid.  In  doing  so  I 
cannot  but  express  my  profound  sorrow  that  so  many  gallant  officers 
and  soldiers  should  have  fallen  in  the  performance  of  their  duty. 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  Hoiiie  qf  Commons, 

"  I  acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  liberal  provision  which  you 
have  made  to  defray  the  expenses  of  military  operations  in  South 
Africa. 

"  My  Lord*  and  Gentlemen, 

"  I  trust  that  the  Divine  blessing  may  rest  upon  your  eSbrts  and 
those  of  my  gallant  army  to  restora  peace  and  good  government  to 
that  portion  of  my  Empire,  and  to  vindicate  the  honour  of  this 
country," 


There  were  just  three  Acts  passed  during  the 
Thb  Record  of  latesession  ;^l)theTrea8ury  Bills  Act.autboris- 
THB  Session.  ing  the  issue  of  Treasury  fiills  to  the  amount  of 
£8,000,000  for  the  purposes  of  the  war  ;  (2)  the 
Consolidated  Fund  (Appropriation)  Act,  to  authorise  payment  from  the 
Consolidated  Fund  of  the  £10,000,000  voted  in  Committee ;  and  (3)  the 
Second  Session  (Explanation)  Act  The  last  mentioned  Act  is  a  rather 
curious  one  and  was  humorously  described  while  before  the  House  as  a 
"  Bill  to  explain  that  this  Session  is  next  Session."  It  was  at  the  outset 
the  intention  of  the  Government  simply  to  adjourn  Parliament  and  make 
the  Session  of  1900  a  continuation  of  that  just  held.  But  strong 
protests  were  made  by  several  members  against  this  course,  which 
would  have  enabled  the  Government  to  dispense  with  a  Queen's 
Speech  on  February  next,  and  thereby  the  two  Houses  could  be 
deprived  of  the  constitutional  privilege  of  discussing  the  general 
policy  of  the  Government  of  the  day  on  the  Address  in  reply  to  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne  In  consequence  of  these  protests,  Mr. 
Balfour  consulted  his  colleagues  and  then  agreed  to  "prorogue" 
Parliament  instead  of  adjourning  it  as  soon  as  it  had  done  the  special 
work  for  which  it  was  called  together.     But  "prorogation"  necessitated 
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some  esplanatoiy  re-adjustmenU  of  certain  references  to  "next" 
Session  in  Acts  paased  in  the  first  Session  of  the  present  year.  Mr. 
Balfour  thus  explained  the  situation : — 

"  Let  me  say  that  the  matter  is  not  quite  so  simple  as  it  appears  at  fint 
sight — for  this  reason,  that  if  wa  terminate  the  Session  by  a  pron^ation  dow 
we  stultify  one  or  two  Bills  at  least  which  were  to  come  into  operation  'at 
the  end  of  next  Session,'  it  being  understood  when  those  Bills  were  passed 
that  the  '  end  of  next  Session '  meant  next  August  iast«ad  of  this  November ; 
and  it  would  be  necossiiry,  therefore,  if  that  plan  be  adopted,  to  pass  a  Bill  in 
general  terms  explaining  that  by  this  Session  is  mean  next  Session.  That 
is  a  Parliamentary  expedient  which  I  think  ought  not  to  be  beyond  our 
powers,  though  there  may  perhaps  be  some  difficulties  in  drafting.  If  we 
adopt  a  course  which  I  understand  meets  with  favour  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  we  are  starting  a  new  precedent ;  and  I  ain  anxious,  in  the  interests 
of  our  SLCceseors,  that  the  nature  of  that  precedent  should  be  put  perfectly 
clearly  on  record.  The  precedent  I  take  not  to  be  that  when  the  Kouae 
meeta  in  the  autumn  there  must  necessarily  be  a.  second  Queen's  Speech 
in  the  spring,  but  that  when  the  House  inecti  in  the  autumn  for  a  specific 
subject,  and  when  it  consents  to  limit  the  debate  on  the  Address  to  that 
specific  subject,  that  then,  and  then  alone,  it  should  be  the  recognised  and 
proper  procedure  that  there  should  be  a  second  Queen's  Speech  in  the 
spring  following.  I  would  assent,  therefore,  to  the  proposal  made  to  me  on 
the  honourable  understanding  between  the  two  sides  of  the  House  that  we 
confine  the  debate  on  the  Queen's  Speech  this  year  to  the  specific  matter 
alluded  to  in  the  Queen's  Speech,  and  that  in  exchange,  not  only  for  the 
advantage  of  the  Government,  but  for  the  general  convenience  of  the 
House,  the  discussions  which  naturally  arise  upon  the  Queen's  Speech  at 
the  beginning  of  the  Session  should  be  fiostponed  by  general  consent  to  next 
year.  I  would  ask  in  exchange  for  the  offer  that  it  should  be  understood 
that  a  sroaU  Bill,  which  is  necessary,  should  be  passed  without  any 
discussion." 

This  "  Small  Bill "  was  the  Second  Sessions  (Explanation)  Bill, 
the  third  measure  which  became  an  Act  before  Parliament  was 
prorogued. 


It  need  hardly  be  said  that  at  the  present 

The  Money  for     moment  tt  is  impossible  to  forecast  the  exact  cost 

THE  Wau.  of  the  war  with  the  Transvaal,  bot  the  Oovem- 

ment's  first  estimate  of  the  cost  is  £10,000,000, 

and  it    is  that  amount  they  have    secured  in    the  recent  Autumn 

Session.    Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach  proposes  to  find  the  money  in  the 

first  instance  in  the  following  way  ; — 

(1)  By   taking  the    net  surplus  for    the 
current    year,   estimated     to   amount     next 

April  to  £3,000,000 

(2)  By  a  temporary  addition  to  the  float- 
ing  debt,    an   amount   to   be    borrowed    (by 

Treasury  Bills)  of        £7,000,000 
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Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beacb  Uid  down  severnt  interesting  propositions 
in  his  statement  on  the  subject  on  October  33rd  : — 

(n)  The  money  vrwt  not  he  got  by  ijtcreamng  the  NcUional  Debt : — 
"  I  should  hope  that  no  member  of  the  Committee  would  auggeat  tfant 
war  expenditure,  though  it  be  about  to  be  incurred  in  a  war  which 
unquestionably  is  of  greater  magnitude  than  any  in  which  we  have  been 
engaged  for  some  time  past,  yet  1  lio)ie  that  no  one  will  surest  that  this  is 
a  coxe  in  which  it  should  be  provided  for  by  a  permanent  addition  to  the 
debt  of  the  country.  To  my  mind  no  such  permanent  addition  would  be 
justifiable,  except,  uf  course,  in  the  event,  which  I  hope  we  shall  never  see 
in  our  time,  of  a  war  with  a  lirBt--clas8  Power." 

(A)  7'A''  innitnif-tnx  payer  will,  have  to  jhi;/  a  liiiy  j/roporlitui  of  l/tn 
moil  ft/  ifhi-n  it  romfg  to  /«■  miced.— 

'*  I  am  very  far  from  saying  that  if,  on  the  introduction  of  the  Budget,  it 
was  necessary  to  ask  Parliameiil  to  provide  for  war  expenditure  by  additional 
taxation,  the  fact  that  the  income-tax  stood,  at  8d.  at  the  time.ou^ht 
to  deter  the  Committee  from  increasing  it.  On  the  contrary,  however  high 
the  income  tax  may  stand,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  income-tax  payer  to 
take  his  full  share— and  I  think  a  very  full  share— in  providing  for  such 
.'idditioiial  expenditure  in  common  with  the  otlier  tax|>ayers  of  the  country. 
Itut,  Sir,  if  1  were  now,  with  the  income-tax  standing  at  8d.  in  the  pound, 
t<i  propo.se  to  increaite  it  by  a  penny,  and  to  propose  thst  additional  taxation 
:ilone,  I  must  say  that  the  income-tax  payer  would  have  some  fair  cause  of 
complaint.  At  any  rate,  such  a  thing  ought  not  to  be  done  without  the 
most  absolute  necefwity.  The  question  for  us  to-day  is,  whether  there  is 
such  clear  proof  of  that  necessity  and  whether  our  duty  requires  us  to  do  it." 
(c)  Gretil  Br'tltiin  may  not  have  to  find  the  total  coat  of  the  war  ■ — ■ 
"  Whatever  may  be  the  cost  of  this  war,  it  is  at  any  rate  not  certain  that 
the  whole  cost  of  it,  or  what  amount  uf  the  cost  of  it,  will  fall  upon  this 
country.  Our  colonies  have  been  invaded  by  the  South  African  Republic, 
and  it  would  be  consistent  with  all  the  laws  of  war  if,  when  it  is  brouxht  to 
a  successful  termination,  the  Transvaal  taxpayers  should  have  t»  bear 
something,  at  any  rate,  uf  the  coat.  The  Transvaal  is  wealthy  in  its  posses- 
sion of  gold.  1  know  it  has  been  among  the  complainta  of  thoHe  interested 
in  the  goldfields  that  their  taxation  has  been  excessive,  but  I  believe,  at  any 
rate,  from  the  best  information  that  I  can  obl«in,  that  under  a  pure  and 
honeot  Government  it  will  be  perfectly  possible  for  the  Transvaal  to  bear  not 
only  the  ordinary  expenses  of  government  and  to  provide  for  the  main- 
tenance of  peace  and  order  within  that  territory,  hut  also  to  provide  a 
reasr>nable  nuni  towards  the  expenses  which  we  msy  incur  in  this  war 
consistently  with  a  reduction  in  the  taxation  of  the  goldfielda.  However,  I 
do  not  wish  at  all  to  press  this  matter  beyond  what  I  have  already  said.  It 
is,  perhaps,  premature  to  refer  to  it  at  all,  but  it  is  an  element  which  ought 
properly  to  enter  into  our  consideration  when  wo  are  judging  when  and  how 
much  we  should  impose  upon  the  taxpayers  of  this  country  in  payment  of 
the  expenses  of  the  war,  while  the  future  is  still  uncertain.  Now,  for  these 
reasons  it  appears  to  us  that  wo  should  on  the  whole  be  wisely  acting  it  we 
did  not  attenipt  at  the  present  moment  to  levy  what  could  only  be  a  small 
portion  of  the  sum  which  we  propose  to  borrow  from  a  tax  which  would 
certainly  not  be  equal  in  its  incidence.  We  think  it  would  be  better  that 
che  cimaideration  of  the  preciae  manner  in  which  the  sum  to  be  borrowed 
should  be  rejiaid,  should  be  postpijned  until  what  seems  to  be  tlie  proper 
season  for  the  consideration  of  such  a  subject,  namely,  next  April,  on  the 
introduction  of  the  Budget." 
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One  thing  at  all  events  ia  clear— that  there  will  be  no  money  next 
April  for  such  objects  as  Old  Age  Pensions.  The  Transvaal  war, 
whether  inevitable  or  avoidable,  clearly  destroys  the  "  Social  Pro- 
gramme." Sir  William  Harcourt,  in  his  criticism  of  what  he  called 
the  Ten  Minutes  Budget,  said  on  October  35th  :-— 


"  HIb  objection  WAS  that  the  right  Hon.  gentleman  (SiV  M.  Bida-Btaeh) 

departed  from  the  established  principle  of  how  to  deal  with  theijupplies 

voted  by  this  House  in  case  of  war.     The  sound  principle  hod  been  that  «t 


the  time  they  authorised  a  temporary  loan  they  alsu  ought  to  make,  by 
taxation,  the  provision  which  was  to  redeem  that  loan.  The  right  ban. 
gentleman,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Eichequer,  stated  that  be  thought  under 
present  circumstancaa  Mr.  Gladstone  would  have  agreed  in  the  comae  now 
proposed.  Ha  felt  bound  to  defend  Mr.  Gladstone's  financial  reputarion  on 
the  Bubject.  That  was  not  the  policy  of  Mr.  Gladstone.  It  wai  contrary 
to  the  principlea  on  which  he  acted.  What  Mr.  Gladstone  did  in  1854  on  the 
Crimean  War  was  to  raise  the  income-tax  to  14d.  in  the  pound,  Irish  spirits 
by  le.  per  gallon,  and  Scotch  8d.  per  gallon.  He  raised  the  duty  on  sugar, 
and  he  raised  that  on  malt  frum  2s.  8Jd.  to  4s.  A  letter,  dated  from 
Windsor  Castle  in  th>tt  year,  by  the  Prince  Consort,  confirmed  this  view  of 
Mr.  Gladstone's  policy.  In  1858,  and  again  in  the  Abytsinian  War,  Mr. 
Qladatone  pursued  the  same  course.  Nothing  would  have  given  more 
popularity  to  the  preaent  Government  in  the  country  than  if  thay  had  shorni 
confidence  in  the  people  to  meet  these  obligations." 

But  iJiis  Qovernment  has  an  incurable  habit  of  putting  ofiF  until  to- 
morrow what  ought  properly  to  be  done  to-day. 


Following    up    the    story  of   the   negotia- 

Thb  Transvaal       tions  which  led  to  the  Transvaal  war,  at  the 

Record.  point   where  it   was   left  off  in  the   October 

KIaoazink,  the  following  summary  brings  the 

record  up  to  the  time  of  actual  war  : — 

1. 

The  new  proposals,  of  which  intimation  wa.s 

Iain's  despatch  of  September  22nd,  and  which  » 

been  formulated  at  the  Cabinet  meeting  held  on  September  29th,  were 

never  sent   to   the  Transvaal    Government,    nor    was    any    further 

commnnicatiuD  modifying  its  proposals  received  from  that  Qovernment. 

In  the  meantime  active  war  preparations   were  continued   on   both 

sides.      On  October  7th  two  Royal  Proclamations  were  iiisued — one 

directing    the    continuance    in    Army   service,    until    discharged    or 

transferred  to  the   Reserve,  of  soldiers  whose  term  of  service  had 

expired  or  was  about  to  expire ;  and  the  other  ordering  the  Army 

Reserve  to  be  called  out  on  permanent  service.     Under  the  powers 

given  by  the  proclamation,  about  25,000  men  received  notices  to  rejoin 

the  Colours.     An  order  was  issued  from  the  War  OtHce  directing  the 

immediate  mobilisation  of  a  Field  Force  for  service  in  South  Africa. 

It  appears,  however,  that  some  informal  and  futile  communications 
jilso  took  place  between  Sir   Alfred   Milner  and  President  St«yn,  of 
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the  Orange  Free  State,  ostensibly  with  a  view  to  seeing  if  any  fresh 
negotiations  could  bo  entered  into  for  the  avoidance  of  war.  The 
correspond e nee  was  published  at  Bloemfontein  on  October  7th 

Writing  to  Sir  A.  Miiner  on  Septeraljer  27th  Mr.  Steyn  said  that 
the  British  Government  had  departed  from  the  basis  on  which  the 
negotiations  bad  been  opened.  The  Transvaal  had  accepted  the  joint 
inquiry  proposal  on  his  advice,  and  the  Free  State  wns  groatly 
disappointed  that  its  eSbrts  had  been  unavailing.  The  Free  State 
tendered  its  further  services  in  the  effort  for  peace,  but  it  was 
hampered  by  its  want  of  knowledge  as  to  the  extent  of  the  demands 
and  <leBir  s  of  the  British  Government,  and  by  the  fact  that,  despite 
its  assurances  of  non-interference  in  internal  ufTairs,  the  Biitiah 
Government  pursued  a  contrary  policy.  The  questions  at  issue  could 
not  justify  the  ever-increasing  military  preparations  on  the  border,  not 
only  of  the  Transvaal,  but  of  the  Free  State,  so  that  he  must  conclude 
there  were  other  objects  in  view.  Mr.  Steyn  expres-sed  the  hope  that 
the  British  Government  would  stop  further  movements  of  troops  and 
would  ptate  the  precise  nature  of  the  measures  it  considered  necessary 
for  a  permanent  settlement. 

On  October  3nd  Mr.  Steyn  said  that  it  had  been  deemed  necessary, 
in  order  to  allay  the  excitement  caused  by  the  reinf>>rceraent3  of 
troops,  to  call  out  the  Free  State  burghers,  and  repeated  his  offers  for 
a  settlement. 

Sir  A.  Miiner,  replying  on  the  same  date,  expressed  regret  that  the 
burghers  had  been  called  out,  and  observed  that  the  action  of  the 
Transvaal  bui^hers  on  the  Katal  border  seemed  to  indicate  an 
immediate   invasion  of  the  Queen's  dominions. 

Mr  Steyn  replied  on  the  same  day  to  the  effect  that  the  action  of 

the  Transvaal  was  the  natural  result  of  the  increase  of  British  troops. 

On  October  3rd  Sir  A.  Miiner  replied  that  the  movementsof  troops 

weru  owinjt  to  the  natural  alarm  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  exposed 

districts. 

On  the  same  date  Mr.  Steyn  expresned  objection  to  the  introduction 
in  general  of  the  military  element  into  the  negotiations,  and  said  that 
he  held  those  who  introduced  it  responsible  for  the  results  complained 
of.  He  had  received  no  reply  to  hiN  despatch  of  Sept<'niber  27th, 
but  he  still  tendered  his  services,  though  he  feared  they  would 
be  useless  unless  he  obtained  the  assurances  asked  for  in  that 
despatch. 

On  October  4  th  Sir  A.  Miiner  replied  that  there  was  no  good 
purpose  in  these  recriminations.  The  question  was  wliethcr  the 
burghers  would  invade  the  (Jueen's  dominions,  thereby  closing  the 
door  to  any  possibility  of  a  pacific  settlement.  Proloiii;pd  negotiations 
had  failed  to  produce  a  settlement,  and  such  a  settlemeiib  was  more 
difficult  than  ever  after  the  expulsion  of  British  suliit-cts  and  their 
losses  and  sufferings,  but  until  the  threatened  act  of  aggression  had 
Wn  committed  he  would  not  despair  of  peace.  "  I  feel  sure,'  arlded 
Sir  A.  Miiner,  "  that  any  reasonable  proposal,  from  whatever  quarter 
proceeding,  would  be  favourably  considered  by  her  Majesty's  Govern 
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ment  if  it  offered  an   immedi&te  termination  of    the  present  t^n&iun 
and  a  prospect  of  pennanent  traaquillity." 

Replying  on  October  5th,  Mr.  Steyn  said  that  he  noted  Sir  A- 
Milner'H  opinion  with  pleasure,  and  was  prepared  actively  to  ansiat, 
but  it  was  difficult  to  make  proposals  with  arnied  foi-ces  on  both  sides 
occupying  menacing  positions.  It  was  of  no  use  to  bring  forward 
proposals  unless  an  assurance  was  given  that  all  despatch  of  troops 
would  cease  and  that  those  on  the  wacer  would  not  be  landed  or  would 
remain  far  from  the  scene  of  possible  hostilities,  as  it  was  unfair  that 
after  the  negotiations  the  Transvaal  forces  should  be  in  a  worse 
relative  position  than  at  present.  Mr.  Steyn  renewed  his  conditional 
offers,  and  suggested  that  (he  reports  of  the  sufferings  of  British 
subjects  were  exoggerated  by  panic. 

On  October  6th  Sir  A.  Miluer  answered  that  it  was  impossible  to 
give  the  assurances  required,  but  he  was  prepared  to  exchange  assur- 
ances that  no  hostile  act  would  be  committed  during  the  negotiations. 

Mr.  Steyn,  replying  on  the  same  date,  &niA  tliat  the  Transvaal 
would  decline,  while  troops  were  pouring  in  from  all  parts  of  her 
Majesty's  dominions  with  the  avowed  object  of  coercing  tlie  Republic, 
to  accept  whatever  terms  her  Majesty's  Government  imposed.  He 
intimated  that  the  increase  of  her  Majesty's  forces  during  the  negotia- 
tions would  be  virtually  an  act  of  hostility. 
3. 

The  only  other  friendly  despatches  that  have  been  published  were  in  a 
belated  Green  Book  issued  at  Pretoria  on  October  6th.  This  contained 
the  reply  of  the  Transvaal  Government  to  Mr.  Chamberlain's  despatch 
of  May  10th  in  reference  to  the  complaints  of  those  who  signed  the 
Uitlanders'  petition  to  tlie  Queen.  The  reply  denies  the  right  of  the 
Imperial  Government  to  interfere  in  the  internal  affairs  of  the  Trans- 
vaal or  to  take  notice  of  the  "chimerical  grievances  of  so-called 
Uitlanders."  It  therefore  declines  to  take  notice  of  the  all^ations 
contained  in  the  petition,  but  discusses  in  detail  many  of  Mr 
Chamberlain's  compluints.  The  grievances  referred  to,  it  is  affirmed, 
are  not  the  real  cause  of  the  tension  between  the  two  Governments, 
which  arises  from  a  "  propaganda  of  race  hatred  "  fostered  by  the  South 
African  League.  The  despatch,  which  is  signed  by  Mr.  Reitz,  was 
only  handed  to  Mr.  Conyngham  Greene  on  September  26th.  At  that 
particular  moment  its  practical  eti'ect  and  importance  were  nil. 
4. 

All  further  negotiations  were  ended  by  the  receipt,  on  October  10th. 
of  the  following  ultimatum  from  the  Transvaal  Government ; — 

"The  Govemuient  of  the  South  African  Republic  feels  itself  aim- 
polled  to  refer  the  Government  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain 
and  Iroland  once  more  to  the  Conventiun  of  Londun.  188*.  concluded 
between  thU  Republic  and  the  United  Kingdom  and  which  {1  in]  its  XlVth 
Article  secures  certain  specified  rights  to  the  white  population  of  thi.^ 
Ilepulilic,  namely,  that  (here  follows  Article  XIV.  of  Convention  of  London. 
188-t).  This  Government  wishes  further  t.)  observe  that  the  above  are  onlv 
nglita  which  her  Majesty's  Qoverniueiit  have  resened  in  the  above  Con' 
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vunttun  with  regard  to  tha  Uittander  populntjon  of  tliia  Republic,  nnd  that 
the  violation  only  of  those  rightA  could  give  that  Government  a  right  to 
diplomatic  reprcRcntatiuns  or  intervention,  white,  moreover,  the  regulation 
of  all  other  queBtiona  afTecting  the  pirsitton  or  the  rights  of  the  Uitlsnder 

Sitpulation  under  the  above-mentioned  Convention  is  handed  over  to  the 
overnment  and  the  representatives  of  the  jieople  of  the  South  African 
Republic.  Amongst  the  iiueations  the  regulation  of  which  falls  exclusively 
within  the  competence  of  the  Government  and  of  the  Volksraad  are  included 
those  of  the  franchise  nnd  repre8e[)tation  of  the  people  in  this  Republic, 
ikiid  althouuh  thus  the  exclusive  right  of  this  Government  and  of  the  Votks- 
raftd  for  the  regulation  of  that  franchise  and  representation  is  indis- 
jiutable,  yet  this  Government  has  found  occasion  to  discuss  in  a  friendly 
fashion  the  franchise  and  the  representntion  of  the  people  with  her  Majesty's 
Government,  without,  however,  recognising  any  right  thereto  on  the  part  of 
her  Majesty's  Government.  This  Government  has  also,  by  the  formulation 
of  the  now  existing  Franchise  Law  and  the  Resolution  with  regard  to 
representation,  conHtantly  held  these  friendly  discussions  before  ita  eyes. 
On  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  <TOvemuient,  however,  the  friendly  nature  of 
these  discussions  hnn  assumed  a  more  and  more  threatening  time,  and  the 
minds  of  the  people  in  this  Republic  and  in  the  whole  of  ijuuth  Africa  have 
been  excited,  and  a  condition  of  extreme  tension  has  been  created,  while 
her  Majesty's  Government  could  no  longer  agree  to  the  legixlation  respecting 
franchise  and  the  Resolution  resjiecting  representation  in  this  Republic,  and, 
finally,  by  your  jiote  of  September  25th,  1899,  broke  olf  all  friendly  corro- 
H|>ondence  on  the  subject,  and  intimated  tliat  they  must  now  proceed  to 
formulate  their  own  proposals  for  a  6nal  settlement,  and  this  Government 
can  only  see  in  the  above  intimation  from  her  Majesty's  Government  a  new 
violation  of  the  Convention  of  London,  1884,  which  does  not  reserve  to  her 
Majesty's  Government  the  right  to  a  unilateral  settlement  of  a  question 
which  is  exclusively  a  domestic  one  for  this  Government  and  has  already 
been  regulat«d  by  it. 

"On  account  of  the  strained  situation  and  the  conseiiuent  serious  loss  in 
an  interruption  of  trade  in  general  which  the  corrvsiKindonce  respecting  the 
franchise  and  representntiun  in  this  Republic  carried  in  its  train,  her 
Majesty's  Government  have  recently  pressed  for  an  early  settlement  and 
finally  pressed,  by  your  intervention,  for  an  answer  within  forty-eight  hours 
(subsequently  somewhat  modified)  to  your  note  of  September  12th,  replied 
Ui  by  the  note  of  this  Government  of  September  16th,  and  your  note  of 
September  26th,  1890,  and  thereafter  further  friendly  negotiations  broke  off 
and  this  Government  received  the  intimation  that  the  proposal  fur  a  linal 
settlement  would  shortly  he  made,  but  although  this  promise  was  once  more 
repeated,  no  pro)>o8al  ha*  up  to  now  reached  this  Government.  Even  while 
friendly  correspondence  was  still  going  on  an  increase  of  troops  on  a  lance 
scale  was  introduced  by  her  Majesty's  Government  and  stationed  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  borders  of  this  Bepublic.  Having  regard  to  occurrences 
in  the  history  of  this  Republic,  which  it  is  unnecessary  here  to  call  to  mind, 
this  Government  felt  obliged  to  regard  this  military  force  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  its  borders  as  a  threat  against  the  independence  of  the  South  African 
Republic,  since  it  whs  aware  of  no  circumstances  which  could  justify  the 
presence  of  such  military  force  in  South  Africa  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
its  borders.  In  answer  to  an  inquiry  with  respect  thereto  addressed  to  his 
Excellency  the  High  Commissioner,  this  Government  received,  to  its 
great  astonishment,  in  answer,  a  veiled  insinuation  that  from  the  side  of  the 
Rejiublic  (van  R«publikeinsche  zeyde)  an  attack  was  being  made  on  her 
Majesty's  Colonies,  and  at  the  name  time  a  mysterious  reference  to 
possibilities,  whereby  it  was  strengthened  in  its  suspicion   that  the   inde- 
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p«ndeD€e  of  this  Republic  was  beiox  threatened.  Ab  &  defensive  meksora 
it  was  therefore  obliged  to  send  a  portion  of  the  Burghers  of  this  Repohlk 
in  order  to  offer  the  requisite  resistance  to  similikr  possibllicies.  H^ 
Majesty's  unlawful  intervention  in  the  internal  afftirs  of  this  Republic  in 
cooBict  with  the  Convention  of  London,  1884,  caused  bj  the  eztraordinai^ 
strenfcthening  of  troops  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  borders  of  tbn 
Republic,  has  thus  caused  an  intolerable  ci>ndition  of  things  to  arise  whereto 
this  Quvemnient  feels  itself  obliged,  in  the  interest  not  onlj  of  this  Republic 
but  also  [1]  of  all  South  Africa,  to  make  an  end  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
feels  itself  called  upion  and  obliged  to  press  earnestly  and  with  emphasis  for 
an  immediate  termination  of  this  state  of  things  and  to  requeM  her 
Majesty's  Oovemnient  to  give  it  the  assurance 

"(a)  That  all  points  of   mutual  difference  shall  be  regulated  by  the 

friendly  counie  of  arbitration  or  by  whatever  amicable  w»y  may  be 

agreed  upon  by  this  Government  with  her  Majesty's  Goveminent. 

"(b)  That  the  troops  on  the  borders  of  this  Republic  shall  be  instantly 

withdrawn. 
*'  (e)  That  all  reinforcements  of  troops  which  have  arrived  in  South  Africa 
since   the   1st  June,   1899,   shall  be   removed   from    South    Afric* 
within  a  reasonable  time,  to  be  agreed  upon  with  this  Government, 
and  with  a  mutual  assurance  and  guarantee  on  the  part  of  this 
Government  that  no  attack  upon  or  hostilities  gainst  any  portion 
of  the  possessions  of  the  British  Government  shall  be  made  by  the 
Republic  during  further  ncjiotiations  within  n  period  of  timK  to  be 
subsequently   agreed   upon   between    the   Governments,    and   this 
Government  will,  on  compliance  therewith,  be  prepared  t^  withdia* 
the  armed  Burghers  of  this  Republic  from  the  borders. 
''{d)  That  her  Majesty's  troops  which  are  now  on  the  high  seas  shall 
not  be  landed  in  any  port  ()f  South  Africa. 
"This  Government  must  press  for  an  immediate  and  affirmative  annrs 
to  these  four  questions,  and  earnestly  requests  her  Majesty's  GovenimenttA 
return  such  an  answer  before  or  upon  Wednesday,  the  11th  October,  1899, 
not  later  than  5  o'clock  p  m.,  and  it  desires  further  ti  add  tliat  ia  the  event 
ot  unexpectedly   no  satisfactory  answer  being  received   by  it  within   that 
interval   [it]  will  with  great  regret  be  compelled    to   regard  the  action  ot 
her  Majesty's  <>overnment  as  a  formal  declaration  of  war,  and  will  not  hold 
itself  res|Kinsible  fur  the  con«ef|uences  thereof,  and  that  in  the  event  of  any 
further  uiovemeute  of  troops  taking  place  within  the  above-mentioned  tiiiM 
in  the  nearer  directions  of  our  borders  this  Government  will  be  compelled  to 
regard  that  alsoasa  formal  declaration  uf  war." 
6. 
These  were  demands  which  it  was  impossible  for  the  Govemment 
to  accept— as,  of  course,  those  making  them  must  have  recognised. 
Mr.  Chamberlain's  reply  on  October  lOth  was  as  follows:— 

"Uer  Majesty's  Government  have  received  with  great  reffret  the 
peremptory  demands  of  the  Government  of  the  South  African  Republic 
conveyed  in  your  telegram  of  9th  October.  No.  3.  Tou  will  inform  the 
Government  of  the  South  African  Re|)ublic,  in  reply,  that  the  conditions 
demanded  by  the  Government  of  the  South  African  Republic  are  such  as 
her  Majesty's  Government  deem  it  impossible  to  discuss.  ' 
A  stat«  of  war  accordingly  began  on  October  11th,  at  5  p.m.  Since 
then  public  interest  has,  to  use  Sir  H.  Campbell- Ban  Herman's  words, 
"  passed  from  the  region  of  words  to  the  region  of  events." 
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JOHN   BULL   BEGINS   TO   BE   CRITICAL. 


{From  the  fV.-Hlmi,.^f^r  Gnzelte..) 

Mr.  Bull  :  You  should  have  hod  more  meu  out  there  before 
you  bluflftid. 

Mr.  Ghauberlain  :  Oh,  but  we  couldn't-,  sir;  those  dreadful 
Radicals—— 

Mr.  Bull:  Don't  tell  me  that — with  your  majority  of  150 — the 
fact  is,  you  bluffed  before  you  got  your  cards. 
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Mr.  Chamberlain's  speech  in  the  House  of 

Mr.  Ch&mberlaih     Commons   on    October    19th,    which    may  be 

AND  TUB  considered  his  apologia  for  the  Transvaal  war, 

TnANSVAAL.  has  been  described  as  "  great."    It  was  CRrtainl; 

long,  and  as  certainly  it  contained  one  remark 

able  assertion,  upon  which  Sir  Edward  Clarke  was  not  alow  to  make 

adequate  and  suitable  comment.     It  will  be  remembered  (see  Libbbal 

Maoazinb  for  October  at  p^e  479)  that  on  August  I9th  the  Boer 

Govenimeut   sent  a  despatch    offering  the  five   years'  franchise  on 

certain  conditions.     The  British  reply  was  contained  in  a  despat-ch 

dated  August  28th,  and  in  summarising  it  last  month  we  said  : — 

"  Mr.  Ctiaraberlain  refuses  to  accept  the  Boer  offer,  the  diflicuUy  being 
not  that  he  was  dissatisBed  irith  ths  franchise  proposals  ptr  se,  but  that  he 
was  unwilling  to  assent  to  the  conditions  upon  which  the  terms  were 
offered. " 

We  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  this  was  a  strictly  accurate 
account  of  what  everybody  thought  was  the  effect  of  the  August  2tith 
despatch.  Yet  Mr.  Chamberlain  now  comes  forward  and  tells  us  that 
it  was  meant  as  an  acceptance  of  the  Boer  proposals.  Here  are 
Mr.  Chamberlain's  own  words  ;— 

"Here  I  come  to  another  stage,  in  regard  to  which  there  hsH  hitherto 
been  an  apparent  difference  between  us  and  some  of  our  critics.  It  is  said 
that  when  this  proposal  came  to  us  we  refused  it,  we  slammed  the 
door.  ....  Very  well,  let  us  see  We  accepted  all  that  part  which 
referred,  of  course,  to  our  demands.  We  agreed  to  accept  the  live  yean 
settlement  as  a  bssis  subject  to  an  inquiry  which,  as  they  objected  lo  a 
Joint  inquiry,  should  be  a  unilateral  ini]uiry.  They  attached  conditions. 
Now,  what  were  those  conditions?  The  lirat  whs  that  (1)  we  should  agree 
to  a  scheme  nf  arbitration.  We  accepted  it.  We  had  been  negotiating  on 
that  basis.  We  i)ropo.>ied  it  at  Bloemfontein.  Uf  course  we  accepted  it. 
They  then  proposed  that  (2)  we  should  nut  insist  upon  our  assertion  of 
suzerainty  and  we  should  tacitly  agreetijdropthecontroversy.  Weaccepted 
it.  I  aw  not  certain  tliat  I  should  have  accepted  it  if  I  had  not  been  bound 
by  my  previous  utterances.  In  the  despatcli  which  closed  the  old  con- 
troversy of  the  suzerainty  we  had  said  of  our  own  motion,  without  any 
reference  to  them,  that,  having  laid  our  views  before  them,  having  declareil 
that  we  adhered  to  them,  we  did  not  intend  to  enforce  them  any  further. 
I  referred  back  to  that  despatch  and  in  so  doin)i  I  accepted  that  condition. 
So  two  of  the  conditions  were  at  once  accepted.  The  next  condition  was 
tbis  — the  right  hon.  gentleman  did  nut  state  It  accurately  last  night.  He 
said  the  condition  was  that  we  should  not  make  this  a  precedent  for  further 
intervention.  If  tliat  had  been  all  I  do  not  think  we  should  have  refused 
it ;  but  what  they  asked  in  addition  was  (3}  that  there  should  be  no  further 
intervention.  With  our  experience  of  the  Transvaal,  with  the  knowledge 
that  the  next  day  some  difficulty  of  a  similar  character  might  arise,  with  the 
knowledge  that  promises  made  might  not  be  kept,  with  the  knoHrlodge  that 
the  anticipations  we  had  formed  might  be  disappointed,  and  that  we  should 
have  all  the  trouble  again  in  aweek's  time,  we  irere  under  no  circumatanceaand 
at  no  time  to  practice  any  intervention.  That  was  impossible.  If  the  right  hon. 
{gentleman  will  now  consider  he  will  see  that  uur  reply  to  the  Trautraal 
(ktpaUh  ivas  the  aectpUmce  of  every  pulnt  except  that,  imiead  of  givimj  a  pltdijr 
thai  we  rntirdd  iieeer  iiiterfeit  again,  vx  exiireaied  a  hi^,  ati  AotWKt  and  enrneat 
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hope,  that  if  tkene  nwiMiiita  toere  cniritd  out  there  tvoidd  be  ho  i-eojion  for  our 
iiiterrentioH.  1  cfinn')t  explain  tu  tlifl  Uouae  why,  hnviog  gvt  that  despatch 
from  the  Oovemment,  the  TrsnsTaal  went  back  on  their  own  prupoaal.  We 
might  at  once  have  gono  into  a  cnniniiesion  cither  unilater.il  or  joint,  an  they 
preferred,  in  order  to  discover  whether  there  were  any  pitfnlts  in  the  pro- 
posali).  Peraonatly  I  believe  that  in  the  interval  a  malign  influence  appeared 
in  our  transactions  with  the  Transvaal  and  that  communications  were 
received  by  the  Transvaal  from  their  aJvisers — I  must  not  be  misunderstood, 
I  am  not  alluding  to  foreign  Powers  but  to  advisers  of  the  Transvaal.  I 
make  that  explanation  because  it  struck  me  as  necessary  ivhile  I  was 
speaking,  as  I  .tin  not  goinit  to  mention  names.  I  do  believe  that  influential 
advisers  of  the  Transvaal  must  have  interfered  and  got  them  to  withdraw  the 
offer  which,  at  all  events,  I  hoped  might  have  prevented  this  crisiR,  or  at 
least  have  lessened  the  tension  which  existed.  Then  what  happened  ?  The 
Transvaal,  without  reason  as  I  conceive,  formally  withdrew  their  own 
pruposat.  They  asserted  that  we  had  refused  their  condiiions,  although 
they  could  not  prove  it.  They  withdrew  their  proposal,  and  they  went 
back  to  a  proposal  which  was  then,  I  think,  a  month  or  six  weeks  old,  and 
asked  us  once  more  to  engage  in  a  commission  which  might  have  met  and 
lasted  for  weeks,  but  which  in  the  end  was  certain  to  have  one,  only  one, 
result,  because  in  the  meantime  we  had  ascertained  from  our  own  examina- 
ttun  of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  that,  as  it  stood,  it  was  perfectly  inadequate 
to  give  us  the  substantial  representation  we  asked." 

It  is  didicult  to  over-emphasise  the  importance  of  this  admission 
because  we  have  it  now  on  Mr.  (Jliamberlain's  own  showing  that  on 
August  38th  the  two  Governmeuts  had  practically  come  U>  t«rms. 
What  makes  the  matter  even  more  mysterious  is  that  on  August  26th — 
after  the  receipt  of  the  Boer  despatch  which  Mr.  Chatuberluin  declares 
he  accepted — he  makes  at  the  Highbury  Garden  Party  a  violent  and 
provocative  speech  actually  threatening  President  Kruger.  Two 
people  have  a  difiorence,  and  just  when  a  settlement  is  certain,  one 
begins  to  abuse  the  other !  Certainly  a  very  "  new "  form  of 
diplomacy. 


As  we  have  said,  Sir  Edward  Clarke  at  onctt 

UiR  Edward  Clarke  drove  home  the  damaging   character  of    Mr. 

AND  Chamberlain's  admissions.     Let  ua  set  out  some 

Mb.  Chamberlain,     of  the  passages  in  which  Sir  Edward  Clarke 

did  so;  — 

Sir  E.  Clakkb  :  "The  extraordinary  incident  that  has  marked  tht 
proceedings  of  this  evening  has  been  the  statement  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary  that  the  answer  to  that  proposal  might  have  been  taken  as  an 
acceptance.  I  should  like  to  know— was  that  answer  intended  as  an 
acceptance  1 " 

Mr.  Chambkklaim  ;  "At  that  time  we  thought  the  proposal  of  the  Trans- 
vaal extremely  promising.  We  intended  to  send  a  mu.st  conciliatory  answer, 
accepting,  as  far  as  it  whs  humanly  possible  for  us  to  do  so,  their  proposal, 
and,  as  the  only  point  of  difference  was  the  internal  intervention,  I  thought 
myself  it  would  be  accepted." 

StB  K  Clarkb  :  "Then  I  take  it  that  it  was  intended  to  be  an  acceptance. 
Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  that  wore  so,  if  in  fact  the  Colonial  Secretary  intended 
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to  accept  the  propoBnU  nf  the  Transvaal,  then  undaubtedly  thin  ameadnaent* 
ia  proved  up  to  the  hilt." 

Sir  Kdwarcj  Clarke,  after  esamining  the  despatchen   to  see  what    the 
"  acceptance  "  amounted  to,  once  ^ain  brought  up  Mr,  Chamberlain  : — 

Mk.  Chambbblain  :  "  The  hon.  member  hatps  upon  the  wordacceptant^e. 
He  must  remember  he  asked  me  the  question  whether  ve  intended  to 
accept,  t,  m^Belf,  should  have  thought  that  the  Boera  would  ba.Te 
taken  it  as  an  acceptance,  but  I  suppose  it  ma;  be  properly  described  as  ■< 
qualified  acceptance.  We  did  not  accept  everything,  but  we  accepted  at 
least  niue-tentha  of  the  whole." 

StK  E.  Clarke  :  ''Really,  this  becomes  more  and  more  sad.  It  is  dreadful 
to  think  of  a  country  of  this  kind  entering  upon  a  war,  a  crime  against 
civilisation,  when  thin  sort  of  thing  has  been  going  on.  Why  in  the  very 
next  sentence  {uf  the  St/itentber  9lhlirituh  despatch)  the  right  hon-  gentlO' 
man  says  :  '  It  is  on  this  ground  that  her  Majesty's  Government  hare  been 
cumpelled  to  re^rd  the  laat  proposal  of  the  Giiverumunt  of  the  South 
African  Republic  as  unacceptable  in  the  foim  in  which  it  has  been 
presented.'" 

Mr.  Chahbekt.ain  :  "In  the  form." 

SiK  E.  Clarke  :  "  Is  it  a  matter  of  form  1 " 

Mr.  Chambeblain  :   "Yes." 

Sir  E.  Clarke:  "With  regard  to  the  point  made  by  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  oppi  site  in  hia  speeches  in  the  country  and  in  (his  House,  that 
the  conditions  which  were  attached  to  the  propuwil  of  August  19th  wrre 
conditions  which  might  have  been  accepted,  we  know  now  that  so  little 
iibjection  was  there  made  to  theu  that  a  despatch  was  sent,  which, 
it  WHS  supposed,  would   be  considered  by  the  Transvaal  Government  as  an 

Sir  Edward  Clarke,  in  concluding  his  speech,  referred  tu  the  negotia- 
tions generally  : — 

"  Unfortunately  time  went  on.  Parliament,  unhappilv,  was  not  sitting. 
I  have  heard  it  often  aaid,  and,  I  think  said  with  n  good  deal  iif  truth,  that 
there  are  ninny  diingers  to  the  peace  of  the  world  in  discussions  which  take 
place  in  this  House  with  regard  to  foreign  matters,  and  I  believe  the 
representatives  of  the  Foreign  Office  sleep  the  more  soundly  when 
Parliament  is  nob  aittinp;.  But  in  this  case  we  have  had  a  specimen  of  what 
ia  called  the  new  diplomacy.  Everything  has  been  published,  whether  it 
ought  to  have  been  published  or  not,  and  I  am  convinced  that  if  this  Houks 
had  been  sitting  during  the  month  of  August  and  the  first  week  of  September 
there  would  have  been  no  war  with  the  Transvaal.  We  should  have  secunxl, 
without  war,  the  five  years'  franchise,  which  Sir  Alfred  Milner  said  iras 
better  than  any  proposal  that  he  himself  had  made,  and  we  should,  at  all 
events,  have  had  seven  years'  franchise  with  an  inquiry  by  joint  commission 
and  arbitration  on  every  other  point.  I  sai<l  that  I  was  reluctant  to  interfere 
in  this  matter.  It  ia  a  great  pain  to  me  to  take  to-night  a  course  vfaich 
separates  me  in  judgment  and  in  action  from  many  of  my  friends,  but  it 
ia  impossible  for  me  to  do  otherwise.  If  I  had  read  these  Blue-booka,  But 
knowing  the  persons  who  were  concerned  in  the  matter,  I  confess  that  I 
should    have    been    forced    to    the    conclusion    that    t!ie    correapoDdeuce 

*  Moved  to  the  Address  by  the  Hon.  Philip  Stanhop«  :  "  But  vni  humbl;  lejnv 
sent  to  yuur  Majraty  our  strong  ditaiipri>val  of  the  conduct  of  (he  negotiatiunt  with 
the  tioveraiDenC  of  the  Transvuil,  which  have  involved  us  in  hoatilities  with  the  tin 
South  African  Republics." 
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WAS  conducted  not  with  a  viaw  to  paaue.  I  do  not  believe  that 
For  a  moment.  We  hfive  had  the  Htatrment  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  that  he  haa  been  working  for  peace,  but  iF  he  nas  been 
tvorking  for  peace  in  this  matter  I  cannot  help  aajing  that  a  mora  clumsy 
correspondence  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  records  of  diplomatic  action, 
»»d  it  seems  to  me  that  the  publications  in  these  Blue-books  have  been 
inoMt  unf'irtunnte.  It  was  competent  for  Sir  Alfred  Milner  to  send  a 
confidential  statement  to  the  Colonial  Secretary  telling  litm  freely  nhat  ho 
thought.  (Mr.  Cuambeblain  :  I  have  already  said  that  that  p«rticular 
<leapatch  was  for  publication.)  I  am  not  referring  to  one  despatch  only. 
There  nre  a  number  of  them.  Ab  one  travels  along  the  BluC'book 
<>De  finds  these  deapa'chrs  from  Sir  Alfred  Miluer.  The  Blue-books 
nre  full  of  despatches  whose  publication  could  not  have  been  of  any 
use  except  to  make  the  Transvaal  mors  suapicious.  while  they  are  al"0 
stocked  with  quotations  from  Cape  newspapers,  with  reiiorts  of  public 
meetings  at  which  violent  speeches  have  neen  made  with  regard  to  tlie 
Transvaal,  with  anonymous  aflidavits  as  to  outrages  and  threats  used 
towards  this  country.  We  are  told  a  most  extraordinary  thing  with  regard 
to  the  object  of  tha  Blue-books.  We  are  told  on  the  highest  authority  that 
it  is  desirable  to  inform  the  public  mind,  to  raise  the  public  interest  and 
Mympathy  for  the  Government.  Yes,  if  tha  Government  were  going  in  the 
direction  of  war  these  Blue-books  were  the  very  things  to  excite  sympathy 
nnd  support  for  them  in  this  country,  and  to  excite  a  feeling  in  the 
Transvaal  which  wits  as  hostile  to  the  preservation  of  peace  as  it  was  to  the 
excitement  of  a  violent  war  feeling  here.  I  greatly  regret  the  course  which 
these  negotiations  have  been  allowed  to  take.  I  should  have  lioen  wanting 
ill  duty  to  myself  if  I  had  nut  here  said  what  I  have  said  elsewhere  with 
regard  to  thera." 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Sir  Edward  Clarke  has  frankly  stated  his 
poaition  to  his  constituents  at  Plymouth,  and  lias  offered  to  resign  if 
hiii  Tory  supporters  ask  liim  to  do  so.  This  they  have  decidiKl  not 
to  do. 


One   of    the    most   remarkable  passages  of 

The  Suppresbbd       Mr.    Chamberlain's   "great"  speech    was   his 

CoRRKSFONDBNCB.      personal  attack  on  Mr.  Philip  Stanhope.     Mr. 

Stanhope  had  alluded  to  the  non- production  of 

the  letters  between  Mr.  Chamberlain  and  Mr.  Hawksley  (Mr.  Khodes's 

solicitor),    in   reference   to  which   Mr.   Cliamberlain  said  on  October 

19th:  — 

"The  hon.  member  (3fr.  Stanhopt)  went  on  to  challenge  me  to  produce  a 
letter  which  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Hawksley,  the  solicitor  of  the  Chartered  Company, 
some  time  after  the  raid,  which  he  says  he  challenged  me  to  produce  on  a 
previous  occasion.  Sir,  what  right  has  he  tu  send  a  challenge  to  me  ?  Is  he 
my  judge?  I  am  not  disposoii  to  gratify  his  spiteful  curiosity.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  he  intends  to  found,  or  he  thinks  that  he  may  be  able  to  found, 
upon  that  refusal  a  continuation  of  the  campaign  of  slander  which  has  been 
^oing  on  for  some  time  past.  Ho  is  mistaken  ;  I  will  not  reply  to  his 
challenge,  I  wit]  not  produce  to  him  the  letter.  But  I  will  tell  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  that,  like  many  other  persons  who  take  up  the  task  of  an  amateur 
detective,  he  has  found  a  mare's  neat.  And  if  the  right  hon.  gentlemnn  the 
lender  of  tha  Opposition  or  the  right  hon.  gentleman  the  member  for 
Monmouth,  who  were  both  upon  the  committee— if  either  of  those  gentlemen 
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will  express  a  dcHire  or  a  wish,  or  Hiiy  interest  in  this  letter,  I  will  produce  it 
U>  them  nith  the  greatest  uf  pleiiaure.  They  nre  not  only  honouraUe 
iiienilien,  they  aro  honourHble  man." 

The  result  of  tliis  was  tlie  fullowing  question  and  answer  ia  the 
House  on  October  23rd  ; — 

"  Mb.  Stanhopb  :  I  have  a  (luostion  to  put  to  the  First  Lord  in  refereiMW 
to  a  notice  of  motion  I  propose  to  put  on  the  paper  for  the  ureKentation  of 
all  corre8))ondence  between  the  Colonial  OfSce  and  Mr.  Hawksley,  acting  )» 
solicitor  for  Mr.  Rhodes,  from  May  1st  to  December  31at,  1896.  As  this 
matter  lias  been  called  a  mare's  nest,  I  wish  to  ask  if  this  correspondence 
will  be  );iven  as  an  unopposed  return. 

"Mr.  Balfowk  :  No." 
This  led  to  the  following  correspondence  : — 

"Dear  Cainpbell-Banneriiian, — I  have  been  urged  in  some  quarters  t.i 
preHs  you  to  accept  the  oHer  made  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  ahow  to  y^tu 
and  Sir  William  Harcourt  a  letter  forniin);  part  of  the  Hawksley  correapunil- 
ence.  It  is  obviously  absurd  to  Hupjxiae  that  the  cotnniunication  of  a  simple 
and  carefully  selected  letter  out  of  a  whole  correspondence  extending  over 
several  months  would  in  any  degree  w1ial«ver  meet  the  circumHtances  of  the 
case.  What  is  reimired  is  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the 
truth,  and  only  the  publication  of  the  correspondence  in  its  entirety  ciui 
satisfy  the  public  mind  It  is,  of  counte,  possible  you  might  be  more 
fortunate  thsn  myself  in  a  request  for  the  puljlication  of  these  papers,  aii<l 
were  you  uf  opinion  that  you  can  auccessfully  attain  this  object  I  would 
certainly  most  stmnK'y  appeal  to  you  to  take  action.  Meanwhile,  I  ani 
personally  content  that  all  tlie  world  should  draw  ita  own  conclusion  from 
the  sctiun  of  the  Government  and  their  policy  of  persistent  and  damning 
concealment. — Believe  nie,  yours  very  truly, 

"Philip  Stanuofe. 

"  Ocl'Mr  2ith,  1899." 

"My  dear  Stanhope, —I  have  received  your  letter  regarding  the 
correspondence  which  you  desired  to  move  for,  and  which  the  Ooremment 
have  refused.  I  looked  upon  the  offer  which  the  Colonial  Secretary  made  »s 
hardly  soriously  intended,  because  lie  must  either  regard  the  request  for  the 
production  of  these  letters  as  a  legitimate  expression  of  public  intereitt 
deserving  to  be  satisfied,  or  ho  muHt  not  so  regard  it.  If  he  thinks  it  ought 
to  be  satisfied  he  cannot  make  his  action  depend  on  his  personal  relations 
with  the  member  preferring  the  reijuest,  and  single  out  one  or  two  others 
through  whose  instrumentality  the  letters  would  be  given  to  the  public. 
Such  a  thing  would  be  quite  unprecedented.  But  we  need  not  speculate 
upon  this,  because  the  Ooverniuent  have  proclaimed  their  adoption  of 
the  other  alternative,  and  after  their  peremptory  refusal  to  aUov  the 
correspondence  to  bo  published  there  is  no  more  to  be  done  for  the 
present.— Yours  very  truly, 

"  U.  Campdell-Banheuu.ui. 

"Oe(oW26(A,  1899." 

It  was  like  Mr.  CbainberUin  to  make  an  offer  of  this  kind,  but  Sir 
Henry  Campbell -Banner  man  was  much  too  old  a  Farliameatary  liond 
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As  it  is  desimble  ihat  the  position    of  the 

T.K>RD  KiUBERLEV    Liberal  leaders  od  the  Transvaal  question  should 

o»  THt  Tkansvaal.  be  put  on  record,  we  set  out  with  some  fulness  the 

speeches  in  the  two  Houses  ou  October  17th.     In 

tlie  House  of  Lords  Lord  Kimberley  Eai<l : — 

"It  18,  of  course,  difficult  upon  an  occasion  of  this  kind,  and  indeed  I  dc. 
nut  think  th&t  it  would  be  advisable,  to  enter  upon  any  detailed  criticism  uC 
tlie  negotiations,  but  I  think  that  we  shuuld  be  misunderstood  and  our 
nttitude  misconstrued  if  there  were  not  some  small  attem|it  made  to  point 
•  >ut  where  we  think  these  negotiations  have  not  been  conducted  in  a  prudent 
n.nd  certainly  not  in  a  successful  manner.  In  the  first  place,  we  havu 
w-itnessed  what  I  suppose  Ih  an  introduction  of  that  which  is  generally 
termed 'the  new  diplomacy.'  I  am  a  very  old-fashioned  person  indeed  as 
regards  diplomatic  mutters,  and  I  fail  to  understand  the  ndvatitages  of  this 
mode  iif  conducting  negotiations  which  are  fraught  with  danger  and 
(.lifficulty.  What  is  to  be  aoid  for  the  manner  of  conducting  a  negotiation 
\\  hieh  is  practically  coram  poyjilo  f  1  am  aware  that  in  this  democratic  age 
it  is  more  neceseary  than  formerly  to  take  the  people  into  your  confidence, 
Viut  it  is  also  necessary  that  we  should  not  depart  from  the  sound  principle 
that  when  a  nation  has  appointed  men  to  conduut  its  aflalrs  they  should  not 
endanger  difficult  negotiations  by  premature  disclosures  and  constant  public 
I'efevence  to  what  is  going  on.  It  has  been  my  lot  always  in  times  past  iu 
making  announcements  in  Parliament  when  questions  hnve  been  asked  an  to 
nKgotiatiims,  to  state,  however  much  the  Gorornment  would  lie  glad  to 
place  before  the  country  the  position  of  affairs,  the  interests  of  the 
<:i'Uiitry  demanded  silence.  These  negotiations  have  been  conducted  in  h 
wholly  dilforent  manner.  Nothing  coidd  be  more  unfortunate  — I  would 
alm<ist  Kay  disastrous  — than  the  publication  of  tliaC  famous  telegram 
of  April  5th  from  Sir  Alfred  Milner.  I  am  not  disposed  to  find 
fitult  with  Sir  Alfred  Milner.  He  was  perfectly  Justified,  it  was 
his  duty  to  inform  hii  chief  unreservedly  of  his  views  with  regard  to  the 
state  of  allairs  in  South  Alrica  ;  but  to  my  mind  only  one  coursu  could  be 
taken  by  a  responsible  minister  in  the  then  state  of  the  negotiations,  and 
that  was  to  ti'eat  that  despatch  for  the  time  as  confidential  and  not  to  publish 
it.  especially  seeing  that  it  contained  eipressions  with  regard  to  the  loyal 
jiopulation  of  South  Africa  calculated  to  do  the  greatest  possible  harm.  The 
ne\t  point  is  thsit  a  great  portion  of  these  negotiations  has  turned  upon  the 
reassertton  of  the  claim  to  suzerainty  over  the  Transvaal  state.  T  am  as  much 
responsible  as  any  man  for  the  introduction  of  that  term  suzerainty,  hut  I  am 
also  responsible  for  the  interpretation  given  in  the  Blue-book.  The  only  inter- 
pretation I  ever  attached  to  it  was  that  it  was  thought  by  us  to  be  a 
convenient  mode  of  expressing  generally  that  certain  stipulations  existed  in 
the  convention  which  limited  the  aovereigjity  of  the  Transvaal  state,  and 
tliiit  to  the  extent  of  those  limitation.s  contained  in  this  particular  provision 
of  the  Convention  of  1881  there  was  what  constituted  what  might  be  called 
gi'nerally  a  aunerainty.  But  in  certain  cases  it  seems  to  uie  that  the  word 
has  been  used  In  order  to  set  forth  some  vague  and  undefined  claim,  and  the 
result  has  been  to  my  n)ind  a  fertile  cause  of  the  unfortunate  suspicion 
which  the  Transvaal  Governnient  has  fallen  into  throughout  as  to  our 
intentions.  The  intentions  of  her  Majesty's  Government  were  to  obtain  a 
jH^aceful  settlement  of  the  question,  but  if  you  wish  to  obtain  a  peaceful 
ni'ttloment  froui  a  people  naturally  auspicious,  and  perhaps  not  without  some 
cause  when  you  remember  that  most  unhappy,  nay,  cniuinal  raid  made  by 
those  who  accompanied  Dr.  Jameson,  T  say  that  when  you  have  to  deal  with 
a  I>eople   naturally  suspicious    of   aume  attack    u|ion  their   independence, 
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you  ought  csrefuDj  in  yoar  negotiations  to  avoid  anything  that  might 

have  tha  appearance  of  confirming  thoae  auspiciona It   was 

not  naco8sary,  ib  appears  to  me,  to  brandish  tha  word  auxeraintj  in 
the  face  of  tha  Boers.  It  was  aure  to  provoke  opposition  and  suHpicion ,  and 
ill  my  opinion  it  was  needlem.  Why  do  I  t\y  needless  ?  Because  it  seemed 
to  me  that  there  waa  a  safe  foundation  for  our  claim  to  interfere  on  behalf  of 
the  Uitlandera,  and  that  was  the  right  which  every  State  poeaeaaes  to  protect 
ita  subjects  in  another  State  from  wrong.  That  was  a  right  which  we 
poaaeased   in   an   unusual  degree   in   South   Africa   owing  to  the  peculur 

Caition  of  the  country — a  country  where  there  were  two  races  aide  by  sida, 
th  of  them  determined  in  their  opinions,  with  a  history  of  their  own,  and 
jealous  of  their  independence.  Perhaps  independence  Is  not  tha  right  word 
to  use.  1  mean,  rather,  jealous  of  the  equality  of  their  rights.  That  is 
what  I  have  to  say  aa  to  the  introduction  of  the  word  suzerainty,  and  I  think 
it  is  one  of  the  moat  unfortunate  circunutances  in  the  negotiations.  Beaidea 
that  I  deprecate  many  of  the  speeches  made  by  the  negotiator  from  time  to 
time— speeches  made  by  an  admiisble,  forcible,  and  incisive  speaker — 
contrary  to  every  principle  upon  which  negotiations  should  be  conducted.  T 
should  he  siirpHsed  indeed  if  I  ever  hoard  the  noble  marquis  conducting 
negotiations  with  a  foreign  country  and,  during  tlie  negotiations,  making 
incisive  speechea  It  may  frequently  happen — and  at  timea  it  may  be 
unavoidable — that  ib  may  be  necessary  to  use  strong  language,  bub  if  such 
language  were  held  in  public  to  a  proud  and  independent  nation  ib  would 
leiia  to  war.  But  in  speech  after  speech  words  were  used,  some  cuncemini; 
the  President  of  the  Transvaal  Republic  himself,  the  very  incisivenesa  of 
which,  the  eloquence  with  which  they  were  spoken,  the  manner  in  which  they 
were  received  by  the  admirers  of  the  Minister,  conduced  to  make  the 
ncKOtiationa  less  likely  to  succeed.  I  am  sure  I  am  speaking  to  many  men 
of  business  who  will  sgree  with  me  when  I  say  that  there  is  only  one  maxim 
bo  be  observed  in  the  conduct  of  negotiations— namely,  that  everything  you 
do  and  everything  you  say  must  be  subordinate  to  the  one  end  you  have  in 
view  if  your  negotiationa  are  to  have  a  peaceful  solution." 


a      an     DODti  ^"  ^'^^  House  of  Commons  the  position  of 

BaMNiTRMAroK  THE    ^^^  Opposition  was  stated,  on  October  17th.  as 

TiwJjavAAL  follows  *>y  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannertnan  :— 

"A  message  has  been  received  from  the  Government  of  the  South 
African  Bepubllc  making  demands  and  couched  in  langusge  such  that  it  was 
impossible  for  her  Majosty's  Government— such  that  it  would  have  been 
Impossible  for  the  Government  of  any  self-respecting  country — even  to  take 
into  consideratir>n.  Further,  two  Bririah  colonies  have  been  invaded  by  an 
armed  force,  and  actual  hostilities  have  commenced,  an  aggression  which  it 
is  tha  plain  duty  of  us  all.  Ministers,  Parliament,  snd  people,  to  resist.  I 
desire  at  once  to  ssy  that  there  will  be  no  disposition  in  this  part  of  the 
House  to  place  any  olwtacle  in  the  way  oF  granting  such  supplies  or  such 
[HiwerB  to  the  Queen  as  msy  be  requisite  iii  order  to  secure  a  rapid  and 
utfactive  prosecution  of  the  war  no  conmienced.  Atiart  froiu  the  necessity 
•  if  vindicating  the  rights  of  our  country  and  of  our  Empire,  it  is  due  to  our 
gallant  countrymen  who  are  about  to  risk  their  lives  in  our  caune.  it  is  in  the 
interests  of  humanity  and  in  the  interests  of  the  mitigation  of  those  suHerings 
which  necessarily  attend  war,  that  the  campaign  should  bo  vigorously  and 
promptly  prosecuted,  and  nothing  that  is  requisite  for  this  purpose  will  be 
refused  by  the  House  of  Commons 
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"Now  our  suddan  Bummoas  to  assemble  on  account  of  a,  state  of 
war  is  nude  the  uore  impresBive  to  our  minds  when  we  limk  back  lesa  than 
three  months  and  remember  a  day  at  the  ond  of  July— the  28th,  1  think- 
when  we  were  discussing  in  Committee  of  Supply  the  Coloiilal  Office  Vote. 
On  that  occasion  the  Colonial  Minister  stated,  to  our  |;;reat  satisfaction  as 
well  as  to  hJB  own,  that  a  proposal  had  been  received,  in  which  he  saw  a 
tMtsis  of  a  settlement.  It  had  been  a  matter  of  comnir)n  agreement  among  us 
that  the  grievances  of  the  foreign  element  in  the  Transvaal  StJite  must  be 
removed.  It  was  desirable,  nay,  it  was  essential,  that  they  should  ba 
removed  in  the  interest  of  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  whole  South 
African  commim'ty  ;  because,  owin^  to  the  chise  atliiiity  between  those  con- 
cerned on  either  side  in  those  grievances,  on  account  of  the  affinity  on  both 
aides  to  their  kinsmen  and  countrymen  in  neighbouring  States,  the  con- 
tinuance of  bad  relations  between  the  Government  of  the  Transvaal  and  the 
Uitlandera  was  an  undoubted  hindrance  to  quiet  and  C"nt«ntment  throughout 
South  Africa.  Now,  Sir,  our  natural  position  in  South  Africa — I  do  not 
stand  upon  any  technical  ground  wliatever— our  natural  position  in  South 
Africa  makes  us  principally  responsible  for  this  quiet  and  contentment.  It 
places  upon  us  tlie  duty  of  seeing  that  any  impediment  bo  it  is  removed. 
In  this  wo  were  all  agreed,  and  we  were  also  agreed  that  this  patriotic 
object  nhould  be  effected  and  could  be  eO'ected  by  pacific  roeana.  Here 
then.  Sir,  on  the  eve  of  the  prorogation  in  July  we  found  ourselves  with  a 
basis  for  a  settlement  of  this  question.  How  comes  it  that  the  attempt  at  a 
peaceable  settlement  has  failed  ?  More  than  once  the  two  parties  to  the 
controversy  have  appeared  to  be  on  the  verge  of  agreement.  They  have 
again  and  again  been  so  close  to  each  other  that  it  seemed  as  if  a  very 
slight  concession  on  the  one  hand  or  the  other  would  settle  the  matter.    .    .     . 

"Well,  the  Qoveroment  now  meet  Parliament,  having  failed  to 
succeed  in  obtaining  the  object  which  we  then  had  before  ua— namely,  the 
removal  of  the  grievances  of  the  Uitlanders  by  pacific  mefins.  But  there  is 
another  object,  Mr.  Speaker,  which  is  alwayH  before  statosmonin  thiscountry, 
and  that  is,  the  preservation  of  peace.  It  is  a  trite,  but  not  on  that 
account  a  less  true,  saying  that  the  great«st  British  interest  is  peace.  I  have 
never  quite  understood  why  peculiarly  British.  It  is  the  interest  of  every 
country  to  maintain  peace  if  possible  ;  but,  at  all  events,  let  us  be  content 
with  our  own  case.  If  there  is  one  corner  of  the  world  where  peace  ought  to 
be  scrupulously  maintained  by  any  concession  that  could  be  made  within  the 
limits  I'f  reason,  surely  it  was  South  Africa.  Because  a  war  between  white 
men  in  South  Africa,  in  addition  to  all  the  natural  evils  in  a  foreign  war,  has 
greatly  the  character  of  a  civil  war,  I  could  not  in  any  words  of  mine  give  a 
more  or  an  equally  graphic  summary  than  that  which  was  given  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  in  1896.  He  siid :  '  A  war  in  South 
Africa  would  be  one  of  the  most  serious  wars  that  could  possily  be  waited.  It 
would  l»e  in  the  nature  of  a  civil  war.  It  would  be  a  long  war.  a  bitter  war, 
and  a  costly  war,  and  as  I  have  pointed  nut,  it  would  leave  behind  it  the 
embers  of  a  strife  which  I  believe  generations  would  hardly  be  long  enough 
to  exbi aguish.'  That  is  a  description  of  the  nature  of  this  war,  and  yet  the 
end  of  tlio.'e  n^otiations  Is  that  we  are  in  that  war,  and  that  things  have 
been  so  managed  that  there  are  ranged  against  ns  the  powers  and  infiuences 
in  South  Africa  which  every  nerve  ought  to  have  been  strained  to  conciliate 
and  keep  on  our  aide  ;  for  we  have  the  Free  State  actually  in  arms  gainst 
ui,  and  as  to  our  Dutch  fellow 'SubjooU  in  the  two  colonies,  we  must  hope 
for  the  best,  but  everyone  can  understand  the  tremendous  strain  put  upon 
their  loyalty.  I  have  no  intention  in  the  circumstances  nf  tu-day  to  enter 
into  any  minute  or  detailed  criticism  of  the  steps  taken  by  her  Majesty's 
Government.     The  time  for  that  has  not  yet  come,  it  appears  to  me,  and 
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certainly  I  should  consider  it  unbecoming  in   nie  antt  inopportune  at   this 
moment  to  <Miter  upon  it.     In  fact,  we  wait  for  fuller  eiplanation  of  all  the 
more  recent  events.     .     .     . 

"It  is  not,   howerer,   difficult  to  point  out  one  oc  two  causes  in    the 
conduct  uf  the  Government  which   munt  hnve  contributed  to  the  defeat  of 
their  efforts  townrds  n  peaceful  solutiun.     In  the  firat  place,  it  seema  to  me 
evident  that  the  Government  wore  eneaged.  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  use  a 
very  homely  expression,  in  a  ^tne  of  blulf.     Now.  a  game  of  bluff  i?  not  a 
worthy  game  for  n  great  country  at  the  best.     It  is  an  impORxible  game  on 
so  large  a  scale  as  this  where  secrecy  cannot  be  maintained  ;  and  it  has  thin 
disadvant^c  and  danger,  that  you  cannot  stop  short  in  it  just  where  you 
like,  and  it  may  land  you  in  a  war   which  you  neither  desire  nor  intend  ; 
and  of  all  people  in  the  world  against  whom  such  a  game  could  not   be 
played  with  success  I  should  select  the  Dutch,  and,  a))ove  all,   the  old- 
fashioned  Dutch  in  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.     ....  . 

"  I  have  Miid  that  on  soma  points,  especially  affecting  the  more  recent 
transactions,  we  are  without  infonnation.  May  I  especially  ask  the  rif(ht 
hon.  gentleman  the  leader  of  the  House,  when  he  speaks,  to  -say  what  were 
the  reasons  why,  when  on  September  22nd  the  door  was  shut  upon  the 
franchise  progiosiils—  I  do  not  say  that  the  door  was  locked  and  biirrud,  but 
it  was  at  all  events  shut  on  the  franchise  proposals — so  long  a  delay  occurred 
before  the  other  door,  as  to  fresh  prc>|>osaU,  which  was  promised  in  the 
despatch  was  oiiened.  That  was  a  promise  distinctly  given,  and  day  after 
day  parsed,  anil  week  aftel'  week  jmssed,  of  most  critical  time,  covering  the 
very  perioil  that  Parliament  was  summoned  and  the  Reserves  were  called 
out,  and  yet  no  public  enunciation  wan  given  of  those  fresh  proposals,  and 
not  only  the  Transvaal  Government,  hut  we  imrselves,  up  to  tins  day.  are 
entirely  in  ignorance  as  to  wh.kt  the  proposals  are.  I  trust  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  will  enlighten  us  both  as  to  the  reasons  for  that  delay,  which 
Beenis  almost  inexplicable,  and  as  to  the  nature  of  the  proposals  themselves. 
I  believe  he  may  he  able  to  give  a  very  good  and  sufficient  reason  for  the  delay, 
but  I  ask  for  it  as  it  appears  strange  on  the  surface.  There  is  yet  one  tiling 
more  that  I  would  venture  to  ask  the  leader  of  the  House.  1 
would  ask  him  to  repeat  in  his  place  here,  in  order  to  give  it  still 
greater  efficacy  in  the  public  mind,  the  assurance  he  has  already  given 
elsewhere,  that  whatever  may  have  been  the  purposes  and  the  objects 
•'f  himself  and  his  collenguus  in  all  these  proceedings,  an  unworthy 
desire  to  avenge  the  ntilitary  disasters  of  another  year,  and  a  no  less 
unworthy  desire  to  establish  a  political  superiority  of  Englishman  over 
Dutchman  at  the  Cape,  that  these  have  no  place  among  them,  I  know  that 
he  can  give  this  sssurance,  and  it  is  right  that  it  should  be  given,  for  1 
fear  that  these  motives,  although  they  would  have  been  repudiated  by  every 
right-thinking  and  responsible  man  among  us,  yet  are  largely  active  among 
those  who  are  the  noisiest  applauders  and  acclaimers  of  the  war  amongst 
certain  classes  of  the  community.  I  look  forward  with  a  profound  apprehen- 
sion to  the  consequences  of  this  war.  I  would  call  it  an  unhappy  war,  aud 
in  that  I  think  I  should  hnve  the  agreement  even  of  those  who  Uiink  it  wan 
an  inevitable  war.  To  this  unhappy  war  I  look  forward  with  profound 
apprehenniun  as  to  its  consequences — not  as  to  its  military  course,  but  as  to 
its  after  effects  upon  the  social  and  political  harmony  of  the  South  African 
community.  I  can  only  fervently  trust  that  the  results  may  not  be  as  I 
fear,  and  as  1  believe  there  is  reason  to  anticijiate  they  will  l>e.  I  repeat, 
I  am  not  one  of  those,  if  there  are  any  in  the  House,  who  will  shrink  from 
granting  the  necessary  supplies  for  prosecuting  the  war,  now  that  it  has 
commenced,  with  the  utmost  vigour,  so  as  to  bring  it  to  the  earliest  and, 
therefore,  the  most  humane  and  most  successful  ti 
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Some  of  the  moat  enlightening  contributions 

SoMR  Tbanhvaal     umde  during  the  past  month  to  t)ie    discussion 

Lbttbks.  of   the  causes  of  the  war  in  the  Transvaal,  and 

the    measure    of    responsibility    of    the    British 

Oovernnient,  have   been   made  in  the  form  of   letters.       Mr.    Bryce 

aHdresaed   the   following   letter   to   the    President  of    the   Aberdeen 

Iiiberal   Association:  — 

'■Ah  the  summonini;  of  Partiaraent  will  unfortunately  prevent  iiie 
from  meeting  roy  friendH  in  Aberdeeu  so  Houn  hs  1  had  intended, 
I  iiiuat  defer  the  full  stat«iiieht  of  the  view  I  take  of  the  criiis  in  South 
Africa  which  I  hod  desirad  to  make.  It  would  be  imi>ossible  within  the 
limita  of  a  letter  to  discusn  the  whole  situation,  which,  indeed,  changes  from 
day  to  day.  Nor  is  this  the  titteat  time,  while  a  chance  uf  peace  n;[nains. 
for  etamining  the  policy  which  has  landed  us  in  the  present  position,  or  for 
apportioning  blame  between  the  Colonial  Oflice  and  the  Transvaal  Govern- 
ment. I  wul  not  travel  over  the  ground  covered  by  the  wise  and  temperate 
speech  of  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerinan  yesterday.  But  there  are  three 
points  affecting  the  situation  on  which  I  oiust  touch  briefly,  becauHe  they 
are  of  the  utmost  inipiirtance,  they  are  largely  niisunderstvod  in  this  country, 
and  they  have  been  strongly  impressed  upon  me  by  a  recent  visit  to  South 
Africa  and  a  study  of  its  history.  The  first  point  relates  to  the  attitude  of 
the  Dutch  population  throughout  South  Africa  ;  the  second  is  the  question 
of  British  predominance  ;  the  Dhird  is  the  result  to  be  expected  from  a.  war. 
First,  we  hear  it  daily  atserteJ  that  the  present  position  is  due  to  a  general 
conspiracy  among  the  South  African  Dutuh  to  Btrnke  off  the  British  connec- 
tion and  turn  the  whole  country  into  a  Dutch  Republic.  This  is  a  gross 
error  ;  in  the  mouths  of  some  who  know  better  it  is  a  gross  calumny. 

"  As  r^ards  the  Dutch  element  in  Cape  Colony,  it  has  became  more 
conspicuou^y  loyal  and  friendly  to  Great  Britain  during  the  lost  ten  years 
than  it  was  in  earlier  days.  The  Afrikander  B<md  nc>  longer  inspired 
suspicion,  and  Mr.  Uofmoyr,  its  leader,  has  been  distinguished  for  his  loyalty 
as  well  as  for  his  statesmanlike  qualities.  The  raid  of  Deceml>er,  18E^,  no 
doubt  evoked  in  the  colony  a  strong  feeling  uf  synipatliy  for  the  Transvaal, 
but  this  sympathy  producod  no  shade  of  disaffection  to  the  Queen  or  to  the 
Empire.  We  all  remember  with  what  hearty  unanimity  the  Cape  Parlia- 
ment, Dutchmen  as  well  as  Englishmen,  displayed  their  devotion  to  her 
Majesty  in  1897,  and  voted  a  liberal  contribution  to  Im{>erial  naval  defence. 
Such  irritation  as  eiiata  to  day  is  due  to  the  methods  which  British  policy 
has  adopted  during  the  last  few  months.  The  present  attitude  of  the  Oran^ 
Free  State  is  adduced  as  evidence  of  this  fancied  conspiracy.  There  was  m 
the  Free  State,  when  I  visited  it  in  18)15,  perfect  concoid  between  men  of 
Dutch  and  men  of  English  blood  — the  latter  a  minority  both  large  and 
influential — and  the  former  were  as  friendly  to  Britain  as  the  latter.  That 
friendliness,  despite  the  anger  excited  by  the  raid,  had  (from  all  I  have  been 
able  to  learn)  remained  unbroken,  so  far  as  relations  with  Britain  were  con- 
cerned, until  the  citisena  of  the  Free  State  became  convinced,  some  weeks 
ago,  that  the  aim  of  the  war  party  at  the  Cape  and  in  Britain  was  to  pick  a 
quarrel  with  the  Transvaal,  to  seize  it,  and  to  reduce  it  to  subjection. 
Holding  that  conviction,  and  believing  that  when  the  one  Republic  had  been 
swallowed  up  their  turn  would  come  next,  they  have  thrown  in  their  lot 
with  the  sister  State.  This  is  what  everyone  munt  have  expected  who  knew 
how  strong  was  their  sense  of  kinship,  and  bow  passionate  their  attachment 
to  their  own  independence.  We  may  call  it  a  suicidal  policy.  Let  us  at 
least  understand  and  appreciate  ita  motives. 

"  As  for  the  Transvaal,  its  government  has  doubtless  been  a  bad  and 
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unwiHo  ((oveniment.  In  a  book  I  wrote  two  years  ago  T  described  the 
grieviinoea  which  the  UitUnders,  and  to  a  certain  extent  its  Dutuh  borghen 
also,  suffered  at  itu  hands.  Some  of  those  burtthers  themselves  spoke  to  me 
of  the  grievaacea,  and  were  ready  to  join  the  Citlanders  in  a  constitutioiial 
agitation.  A  more  liberal  franchise  ought  long  ago  to  have  been  granted 
(as  it  ought  to  bo  granted  to-day)  and  the  administration  thoroughly  re fomiad. 
But  the  refuani  to  enfranchise  the  I'itlanders,  unwise  and  shortsighted  oa  it 
has  been,  was  flue  not  to  any  |ilan  for  chuUenging  the  position  of  Britain  in 
South  Africa,  but  to  smaller  niotirea,  and  particularly  to  a  desire  to  keep  the 
adminiaCratiuit  in  the  hands  of  the  old  burghers,  and  iiiaintuin  thoae  Dutch 
traditions  and  custonm  for  which  they  had  touyht  and  suffered  Had  Presi- 
dent Kruger  been  seeking  to  win  the  support  of  the  Dutch  population  in  the 
colony,  and  to  associate  them  in  these  supposed  aggressive  designs,  he  voald 
liave  refrained  from  niany  acts  which  di^uated  that  jMpulation,  as,  for 
instance,  from  the  closing  of  the  Drifts  in  18S6, 

"The  second  point  is  the  preiluminance  of  Britain  in  South  Africa, 
which  is  supposed  to  be  in  danger.  Timr.  predominance  needs  no  war  to 
vindicate  it — a  war  to  be  waged  by  the  British  Empire  againsit  a  pupulatioa 
which,  all  told,  numbera  less  than  half  Che  population  of  Aberdeen.  It  is 
a  patent  and  unassailable  predominanoe.  It  rests  upon  our  geographical 
position  and  our  overwhelming  power.  Onlj  one  thing  could  threaten  it — 
the  disaffection  of  our  own  colonists. 

"  The  third  [loint  is  the  rdsult  to  be  expected  from  a  war.  It  will  be  a 
race  war,  and  practtcnlly  a  civil  war.  Those  who  have  lived  together  in  tfae 
two  colonies  as  friends  and  neighbours,  many  of  them  crmnected  by  family 
tisH,  will  be  severed  into  two  hostile  camps  ;  and  some  at  least — noonecanyet 
toll  how  many— of  our  colonial  fellow-subjects  will  be  in  arms  against  their 
British  felloiv-aubjecta.  When  the  Transvaal  and  the  Free  State  have  been 
coiiijuered,  those  who  have  fallen  lighting  for  the  Republics  will  be  remem- 
bered as  heroes  by  the  colonial  Dutch.  A  bitter  and  undying  resentment 
against  the  English  will  replace  the  loyalty  and  contentment  which  have 
been  the  surest  foundation  of  British  authority.  We  shall  for  many  years 
Iiavea  colony  to  deal  with,  half  of  whose  inhabitants  will  be  hostile  and 
disaffected. 

"People  say  'race  feeling  is  alreudy  so  bitter  that  it  cannot  be  worse-' 
A  terrible  mistake  '.       A  mistake  which  those  who  recall  the  evil  wrought  by 
the  execution  of  five  Dutchmen  at  Shigter's  Nek  in  1816  will  hardly  share. 
That  act  was  one  of  the  chief  causes  which  produced  the  disaffection  which 
culminated  in  the  great  trek  of  183H,  the  source  of  all  subsequent  troubles. 
Tlie  memory  of    bloodshed  and  of    a  war  held  to  be  unjust  will  fill  an 
exceptionally  tenacioui  -.■..>.-.  ...  ,._^:__  ....... 

the  irritation  which  no 
hold  on  South  Africa. 

"  We  can,  of  course,  conijuer  the  Transvaal  and  the  Free  State— it  is 
merely  a  question  of  time  and  money — can,  if  we  like,  turn  them  into  Crown 
colonies  aud  hold  them  down  by  garrisons.  It  is  after  the  conquest  that  our 
real  difficulties  will  begin. 

"  I  returned  from  South  Africa  convinced  that  what  would  best  secure 
its  welfare  and  tlie  Imperial  future  of  Britain  in  the  southern  hemisphere 
was  to  avoid  all  occasion  of  racial  strife.  I  said  (in  the  book  already 
mentioned)  that  what  was  needed  to  bring  about  a  reconcilement  and  fusion 
of  the  races  was  *  tact,  coolness,  and  patience — above  all,  patience. '  I  feel 
this  even  more  deeply  to-day.  It  is  in  the  interests  of  Britain  herself,  and 
of  the  coliesion  of  our  colonial  Empire,  not  less  than  in  the  interestn  of 
South  Africa  and  of  peace,  that  I  deplore  the  war  upon  which  we  seem  to  be 
entei  ing,  and  fur  winch  no  suthcieut  cause  has  yet  been  shown. 
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"  Venturing  to  hope  that  the  foregoing  cooaideratioDa  nuty  have  some 
weight  with  thone  who  are  Beeking,  despite  the  clamour  of  the  moment,  to 
reflect  upon  tha  grave  and  far-reacning  issues  involved. 

"J.  Bbycb." 

Lord  Bosebery  has  addressed  the  fullowiag  letter  Co  a  correspon- 
dent : — 

"38,  Berkeley-aquare,  London,  October  11th,  1899. 

"  Sir,— Your  letter  is  on*  of  many  which  reach  roe  complaining  of  my 
silence,  and  asking  me  to  break  it. 

"  I  am  silent  because  I  am  loth  to  re-enter  the  field  of  politics.  Last 
yt»ar,  indeed,  I  intervened  in  a  matter  for  which  I  had  much  responsibility, 
but  now  the  case  is  different. 

*'  To-day,  however,  I  can  speak  without  touching  politics,  for  a  situation 
has  been  created  beyond  putty  polemics.  I  think,  indeed,  that  in  a  survey 
of  the  past  three  yeura  there  is  much  in  the  relations  of  our  Government 
with  that  of  the  Trandvanl  to  criticise,  if  not  to  condemn . 

"  But  that  is  all  over  for  the  present.  It  is  needless  to  discuss  how  we 
could  best  have  attained  our  oimple  and  reasonable  object  — of  rescuing  our 
fellow-countrymen  in  the  Transvaal  from  intolerable  condiduns  of  subjection 
and  injustice,  and  of  securing  equal  rights  for  the  white  races  in  South 
Africa.  For  an  ultimatum  has  been  addressed  to  (Jreat  Britain  by  the  Soutli 
African  Republic,  which  is  in  itself  a  declaration  of  war,  in  the  face  of  this 
attack,  the  nation  will,  I  doubt  not,  cIohc  its  ranks  and  relegate  party  con- 
troversy to  a  more  convenient  season. 

"There  is  one  more  word  to  be  said.  Without  attempting  to  judge  tlie 
policy  which  concluded  peace  after  the  reverse  of  ATajubn  Hill,  I  am  bound 
to  state  my  profound  conviction  that  there  is  no  conceivable  Government  in 
this  country  which  could  repeat  it. 

'•  I  am,  yours  faithfully. 

"ROSKBBBV.' 


The    by«Iection    in    the    Bow   and    Bromley 
TuK  Division  of   the  Tower  Hamlets   occasioned  by 

Bow  AND  Bhohlev     the    resignation   uf    the    Hun.    Lionel    Holland 
Bleci'iok.  resulted  in  the  return  of  the  Conservative  candi- 

date by  a  larger  majority  but  a  smaller  poll  than 
at  the  General  Election.  The  chief  feature  in  the  election  was  the 
grossly  unfHir  and  persistent  attempts  made  to  prejudice  Mr.  Spender 
in  the  eyes  of  "patriotic"  voters  by  characterising  him  as  "a  friend 
of  the  Boers."  The  war  and  the  present  ebullition  of  Metropolitan 
Jingoism  were  worked  for  all  they  were  worth,  and  the  "Yellow'' 
press  distinguished  itself  in  the  bitterness  of  its  attacks  on  Mr. 
Spender.  Even  the  local  papers  found  it  necessary  to  utter  a  prot«st 
against  these  tacticn — after  the  poll.  The  En»t  End  Past  neutral 
in  politics,  commented  as  follows  in  its  issue  of  October  28th  : — 

"Mr.  Spender  bas  had  reason  to  complain — and  bitterly  complain — of 
the  very  personal  manner  in  which  he  has  been  attacked  by  an  irresponsible 
section  uf  the  evening  Press.  They  have  certainly  overNtu|iped  the  liiuits  of 
fair  criticism  in  describiug  him  as  tha  Boer  Candidate,  a  friend  of  the  Boer, 
and  an  unpatriotic  Englishman." 

Not  only  did  the  Tory  press  thus  seek   to  prejudice  him  in  the  eyes 
of  "  Patriotic  "  voters,  but  the  walls  were  covered  with  posters  calling 
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Upon  the  electors  to  vote  against  tKe  "  FrJeod  of  the  Boera."  When 
the  news  of  the  victory  at  Gtencoe  was  received  a  bill  wa«  speedily  got 
out  to  this  effect : — 

"VICTORY  AT  GLENCOE. 
Defeat  of  Mr.  Spexdbr's  Boer  Friends." 
And  this  was  only  the  firat  of  a  oeries  of  similar  posters,  equallv 
unfair.  Mr.  Spender  made  clear  in  hia  speeches  that,  though  Mr. 
Chamberlain's  diplomacy  had  been  clumsy  and  bungling,  the  Liberal 
candidate's  sympathies  were  entirely  with  his  country,  and  against  the 
Boers  in  the  conflict.  "I  am  with  our  soldiers,  hut  against  the 
statesmen,"  he  said,  and  his  criticisms  were  directed  to  statesmen  of 
both  England  and  the  Transvaal  ; — 

"Mr.  Spender  (tori'fe  'i  iperitil  mrrtipondeiil)  has  never  prevaricat«d 
in  the  least.  At  all  his  meetings  he  has  answered  questions  on  the  nubject 
in  very  precise  terms.  His  position  is  simply  this  :  He  is  prepared  to  vote 
for  supplies  to  curry  on  the  war  ;  he  heitrtily  wishes,  as  an  Englishman,  fur 
the  success  of  the  British  arras  ;  but  he  deprecates  in  no  nieasured  terms  the 
ba<l  diplomacy  of  Mr.  Cliamberlain  that  has  brought  hostilities  about. " 

Yet  the  appeals  to  the  electors  made  by  the  letters  of  Mr.  Balfour, 
Mr.  Chamb^rlun,  Lord  Charles  Beresford  and  others,  were  entirely 
based  on  the  war,  alleging  that  a  Liberal  success  would  weaken  the 
hands  of  the  Goveininent  in  prosecuting  the  war  in  South  Africa.  Sir 
H.  Campbetl-Bannernian  brushed  away  this  spurious  Tory  patriotism 
in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Spender.     He  wrote  : — 

''I  see  some  evidence  of  an  ignorant,  and  1  may  add  a  malignant,  attempt 
on  the  p:irt  uf  some  of  your  opponents  tu  make  capital  against  you  out  of 
this  deplorable  war.  True  patriotism  consists  in  doing  everything  possible  to 
avoid  war,  but  vhen  it  is  entered. upon  sparing  no  means  to  carry  it  out 
successfully.  You  have  fulfilled  the  Hrat  part  by  your  persistent  efforts  to 
secure  a  peaceful  settlement ;  that  having  become  impossible  you  are  nadj 
to  sutiport  an  energetic  and  vigorous  prosecution  of  hostilities.  I  doubt  if 
all  those  who  vaunt  their  patriotism  against  yours  could  give  as  good  an 
account  of  themselves." 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  appeals  of  Ministers  for  an  endorsement 
of  their  war  policy  by  a  largo  vote  did  not  prevent  a  falling  off 
of  101  in  the  Tory  poll,  though  they  may  possibly  have  led  to  some 
abstentions  of  Liberal  voters  wbo  think  it  will  not  do  to  weaken 
the  hands  of  any  existing  Government  while  the  country  is  eng^ed  in 
war.  The  attacks  on  5lr.  Spender  were  so  unfair  that  even  some 
reputable  Unionist  journals  protested  f^ainst  them.  The  Sundag 
Timet  observed  :  — 

"Mr.  Harold  Spender,  who  is  no  Little  Englander,  and  acknowledges 
the  necessity  of  carrying  on  the  war  with  vigour,  Witi  no  duubt  prejudiced 
by  the  rather  unfair  u'lorts  made  to  reprdsent  him  an  a  'friend  of  the  Boeis.' 
It  does  not  seem  to  us  that  thus  to  prejudice  a  man's  own  countiymeo 
against  him  is  very  patriotic  conducL" 

Whether  it  is  or  not  we  must  expect  that  in  all  pending  elections 
just  now  every  effort  will  be  made  to  turn  the  war — and  especially 
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Sritial)  victories  therein — to  account  as  capital  for  Tory  candidates. 
Tt  is  nn  old  Coni^ervative  device  to  seek  to  withdraw  attentiou  from 
shortcomings  in  Home  Policy  to  excitiog  adventui-es  abrottd.  Sincf 
tliis  Governmeiit  came  into  office  we  have  had  a  anccessiOQ  of  wars — 
not  a  single  year  of  the  four  has  been  passed  in  peace.  We  have  had 
wars  on  the  Indian  Frontier,  in  the  Soudan,  in  Uganda,  in  the  Niger 
territories,  and  now  in  the  Transvaal.  And  we  have  been  on  the 
point  of  war  with  America,  Qermany,  Runsia  and  Prance.  What  will 
be  the  next  development  T 


We  give  below  the  figures  relating  to  the 
British  Tbadb.       Imports  and  Exports  for  September,  along  wiih 
a  table  showing  the  year's  trade    to  dale,  as 
Qompured  with  the  same  penod  during  1698  :^ 

Sbitbmbbr,  IttW. 


Month  ending  Sept.  30th. 


Imports    

Exports    

Re-e  x)iort8  of  Foreign  \ 

Colonial  Merchandiael 

Total 


4.660,567 
65,756.443  [ 


e&,208,862       6,547,681 


Year'k  Tkadb  to  Batk. 


I   For  the  nine  months  endinj; 


Import*    I  366,079,525 

Exports    I*194,361,1W 

Re-exporta  of  Foreign  1 1 

and  [,     48,663,296 

Colonial  MetohandiseJ ' 


Total 599,094,017 


46,454,400        3,808,895 
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We  give  below   &  report  of    the   rem&rkafale 
A  CoNSBRVATiVB     speech  delivered  At  Accrington  on  October  20tli, 
M.P.'s  by  Mr.  George  Whiteley,    M.P.    for    Stockport. 

RacANTATiox,  Mr.  Whiteley  wns  returned  M  the  last  Genenl 
Election  as  a  Conservative,  and  has  sat  for  the 
same  constituency  in  the  Conservative  interest  since  1895,  but  on  the 
passing  of  the  Tithe  Rent  Charge  (Rating)  Act  (the  Clergy  Relief  ActI 
in  the  first  session  of  the  present  year,  he  left  his  party  and  iali- 
inat«d  his  intention  of  acting  with  the  Liberals.  He  ofiered  to  radgn 
his  seat,  but  wah  requested  by  the  local  Conservative  Committee  of 
Stockport  to  retain  it  until  the  Qeneral  Election.  On  October  20tb 
Mr.  Whiteley  appeared  for  the  first  time  on  a  Liberal  platform,  speak- 
ing at  Accrington  in  support  of  Sir  Joseph  Leese,  M.P.  Our  report 
of  his  speech  is  from  the  Xorthem  Weekly  Telegraph  (Blackburn)  : — 

"  He  said  he  little  thought  he  would  ever  have  the  plessurable  eiperi- 
encn  of  npjiearing  upon  a,  party  platform  in  Accrington  with  hie  friend 
Sir  Joseph  Leese.  Honesty  compelled  him  to  confess  thitt  he  hitd  froqueotlj 
appeared  there  in  a  political  aenae  to  vilify  and  vitupsrate  him,  but  Judg- 
ing from  that  platform  and  from  the  manner  in  which  Sir  Joseph's  speech 
had  been  received,  hd  could  not  lay  the  tiattering  uuction  to  his  soul  that  his 
efforts  in  the  pnit  had  been  very  effective.  To  put  it  in  a  homely  way,  he 
thought  he  had  better  have  kept  his  breath  to  cool  his  porridge.  Tr-ily,  the 
whirligig  of  time  and  politics  brought  strange  things  to  pass.  He  rautht 
write  a  penny  novelette  or  a  leaflet  entitled  '  now  I  became  a  Liberal.'  He 
could  not  flutter  himself  that  it  would  be  n  benefit  to  them  or  anybody  else. 
Once  a  notorious  individual  crossed  the  Atlantic.  Upon  arriving  at  the 
other  side  he  wan  asked  how  he  had  enjoyed  the  voyage.  His  answer  was 
that  he  had  found  the  Atlantic  Ocean  disappointing. 

A  Parsons'  Paetv  and  a  Landlords'  Lbaoue. 
"  Wall,  he  had  found  the  Conservative  party  disappointing.  Elected,  as 
he  was,  a  Democratic  Conservative,  and  for  a  workint;  men's  constituency,  he 
found  the  Consen'ative  party  nothing  buta  parsons'  iiarty,  a  parsons'  picnic, 
and  alandlnrds'  league,  completely  saturated  with  and  dominated  hy  landlord 
ideas.  He  often  wondered  how  it  was  that  in  commercial  affaire  throughout  the 
country  there  was  more  zeal,  energy,  and  ability  shown  than  there  waa  in 
relation  to  farming,  whilst  in  the  House  til  Commons  it  was  exactly  the 
reverse.  In  the  Commons  they  found  amongst  the  landed  jtarty  and  the 
agricultural  pnrty  a  great  unity  of  purpose,  a  marvellous  cohesion 
of  ideas,  and  leaders  of  wonderful  tact,  ability,  and  level-headedness, 
whilst  the  town  party  and  the  trade  party  were  in  every  respect 
essentially  flabby,  stale,  and  unprofitable.  He  Uiouglit  it  must  be 
because  there  n-era  most  young  nien  amongst  the  candidatoa  and 
representatives  on  the  Conservative  side  in  the  House  of  Commons.  He 
WBs  always  being  told  that  he  would  nut  like  the  Liberal  party,  and  that  it 
was  not  nearly  so  nice  as  belonging  to  the  Conservatives.  'That  might  bo  so. 
He  had  not  had  <|uite  a  full  experience  as  yet.  He  thought  there  was  a 
more  honest  and  sincere  desire  to  bo  fair  and  deal  justly  with  all  claasee  of 
the  community,  and  more  especially  with  those  who  were  not  favoured  eo 
much  as  some  of  them  were.  Whatever  they  might  aay  or  do,  he  believed 
that  there  was  in  the  Liberal  party  a  greater,  a  more  abiding,  a  better  and 
wider  sympathy  with  the  great  bulk  of  the  people  in  this  country  than 
existed  on  theothersideof  politics  and  so,  like  one  who  joined  the  Salvation 
Army,  ho  became  converted. 
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Takb  Cake  of  the  Pooh  a>'u  the  Rich  will  take  Cake  of 
Themsblvrb. 
"  Not  that  he  believed  in  Buddan  conversiona  M  nil.  He  choucht 
lie  could  claim  that  his  conTeniun  wfts  nut  ao  Budden.  Probably 
something  was  due  to  heredity,  seeing  that  for  several  centuriea  his 
forefathers  hod  been  Puritaiin  and  Radicals.  His  conversion  began  with 
a  meaaure  that  wns  introduced  into  the  Hnuae  of  Commons — namely,  the 
Cattle  Diaeasee  Bill — and  class  legialatioii.  A  man  had  a  great  deal  of  cargo 
to  throw  overboard  whun  he  changed  his  political  party.  He  had  to  give  up 
ideas  which  he  had  cheriHhed  almost  as  part  of  his  being  and  after  he  was 
bereft  of  those  he  felt  a  greni  vhcuuiii.  .\  man's  political  cmft  had  to  be 
dismantled  by  degrees.  First  a  sail  was  blown  away.  Then  a  s|iar  went 
overboard,  and  his  topmast  at  tenj^h  came  thundering  down.  Then  he 
found  that  his  political  craft  was  lyin^;  in  the  trough  of  the  waves.  At 
the  end  he  wh.'^  uhliged  to  <)Liit  his  craft,  but  he  had  only  to 
wait  to  6n(I  his  feet  upon  something  that  was  safe,  solid,  and  secure. 
There  were  a  great  many  ways  of  regarding  politics.  Some  looked  upon 
politics  as  a  great  grime,  some  as  a  nieans  of  social  uilvancement ;  others  took 
to  politics  tor  a  livelihood.  He  regarded  jioliticH  in  a  aerioua  and  earnest 
manner.  He  bcliiived  that  a  Radical  wan  a  politician  in  earnest.  He 
believed  that  politics  should  be  the  science  of  bringing  the  greatest  good  to 
the  greatest  number.  When  he  was  a  little  boy  lie  wan  provided  with  a  box 
to  save  hispennies,  threepences  and  sixpences  Instead  of  spending  them  on 
Bweeta.  The  box  bore  a  number  of  saws  and  aphorisms,  most  of  which  he 
had  forgotten.  One  that  he  remembered  ran  ;  '  Tnke  care  of  the  pence,  and 
the  pounds  will  tike  care  of  theinselve<i. '  He  believed  that  reflected  what 
political  life  should  be.  He  would  reiiiler  it  in  this  way  ;  *  Take  care  of  the 
poor,  and  the  rich  will  take  care  of  themselves,' 

A  Fool's  Pauadise. 
"  They  had  been  living  in  a  fool's  paradise  for  the  last  four  years. 
It  hod  not  been  a  c?ise  of  take  care  of  the  poor.  It  had  been  one 
of  'take  care  of  the  rich  and  let  the  piiur  go  to  Davy  Jones's 
locker.'  A  lady  had  asked  l>im  why  they  did  nut  do  something  for 
the  rich  in  Parliament.  He  told  the  lady  he  was  perfectly  well 
aware  ^at  she  and  her  children  were  rich,  but  families  did  not  always 
remain  rich.  In  that  case  they  would  reap  the  bune&t  of  what  Parliament 
had  done  tor  the  poor.  Hie  complaint  and  the  rock  on  which  he  had  split 
from  the  Conservative  party  was  that  it  had  always  been  a  |>arty  for  the  rich, 
for  the  landlord,  and  the  parson.  He  thought  it  was  generally  believed  in 
the  House  of  Commons  that  he  was  guilty  of  animosity  against  landlords. 
But  that  was  not  ao  ;  in  fact  he  was  a  very  little  landlord  himself.  What 
was  a  landlord  {  A  landlord  was  a  man  described  by  a  very  eminent  land- 
lord aa  'one  who  toils  not,  neither  does  he  spin.'  Well,  they  did  spin  in 
Lancashire,  and  weave  as  well.  A  landlord  was  rather  like  the  Apostle 
Matthew.  He  sat  in  the  receipt  of  custom.  If  the  land  did  not  bring  the 
landlord  as  much  rent  as  formerly,  let  the  landlord  go  into  business  and  work. 
The  same  thing  was  troubling  the  Church.  He  believed  that  the  clergy  and 
ministers  of  all  denominations  should  have  their  mind.-i  free  from  the  grinding 
efibcts  of  poverty  in  order  to  enable  them  to  put  their  whole  energy  into 
their  own  work  ;  but  if  the  value  of  the  living  had  fallen  it  was  a  matter  fur 
the  Church  itself.  Let  the  Church  pay  its  own  ministers  like  others,  but  do 
not  let  the  Church  quarter  its  ministers  on  the  Exchequer.  The  policy  of  doles 
waa  radically  wrong,  and  if  pursued  it  would  land  the  country  into  a  great 
catastrophe. 
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PROHnE  AND  Pbhforuancb. 

"  H«  reinenibereil  that  the  Conservatives  fought  th«  last  electioti 
upon  a  si>cinl  mid  democratic  profiframme  of  wise  reform  for  the  working 
classes.  They  pminised  old  ^e  pensions,  reform  of  the  poor  law  system, 
classi&uation  of  workhouaeB,  better  administration  of  out-door  relief — a  vast 
number  of  ineaaures  which  would  entail  seriouH  inroads  on  the  Exchequer. 
And  tlie  Bpeeclies,  the  excellent  speeches  he  made,  chey  would  have  n>elt«d 
the  heart  (if  HsUmo  1  And  the  silly  part  of  the  business  was  that  he  believed 
what  he  was  then  taying.  He  intended  to  carry  out  what  he  said,  but  when 
the  Government  came  into  power  what  did  itdo?  Did  the  Government  vote 
the  money  necesmry  to  carry  out  those  reformi  1  Not  a  bit  of  iL  Thej 
gave  the  money  to  the  landloniU  and  parsono,  who  grabbed  it,  and  they  had 
got  it  now  in  their  pockets.  There  had  been  a  Commission  on  Old-Age 
Pensions,  and  the  recommendation  was  that  two  millions —almost  the  same 
amount  (cranted  to  the  landlords — should  be  provided  by  taxing  the  bread  of 
the  people.  Why,  that  idea  was  exploded  fifty  yean  ago.  It  meant  that 
the  laudlords  had  to  enjoy  in  perpetuity  half  their  rates  out  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  the  rest  of  the  people  of  England  were  to  be  obliged  to  con- 
tribute a  sum  necessary  (o  find  the  tax.  out  of  corn  Was  ever  auch  • 
moonshine,  sucli  a  ridiculous  idea  placed  before  the  public?  The  AgricultuTml 
Hating  Bill  was  an  act  of  unmitigated  jobbery  which  no  Town  Council 
would  be  guilty  of.  What  was  the  present  position?  Tlwy  in  the  Boroughs 
had  increasing  heavy  rates  on  an  increasing  assessment — he  did  not  think  he 
should  be  overstepping  the  mark  in  putting  the  average  borough  rate  iii 
England  at  6s.  in  the  £ — wliilst  the  counties  for  yeara  past  had  had  a  declin- 
ing rate  upon  a  declining  aisessment.  The  average  rate,  according  to  a 
return  to  the  House  of  Commons,  was  2h.  2d.,  and  they  in  the  borough,  who 
found  three-fourths  of  the  taxation  of  the  country,  were  called  upon  to  baar 
increased  taxation  in  order  that  the  rates  of  the  county  could  be  reduced  to 
Is.  Id.  It  was  the  most  monntrous  thing  a  Government  ever  did.  Wh«n 
they  thought  of  the  Cattle  Diseases  Bill  and  the  Agricultural  Rating  Bill, 
could  they  wonder  that  any  fair-minded  Democratic  Conservative  should 
begin  to  feel  a  little  uneasy  as  to  the  future  conduct  of  the  nuvemment  t 
The  landed  gentlemen  were  jiast  masMrs  in  the  art  of  what  they  called  in 
Lancashire  '  fobbing. '  They  were  the  living  eml>odiment  of  the  old  Lanca- 
shire doctrine  summed  up  in  the  words,  '  If  tha  does  owt  for  nowt,  do  it  for 
thisel.'  The  Government  brought  in  a  Compensation  Bill  which  was  a  good 
enough  principle  to  be  applied  to  the  workmen  in  the  town  where  the 
emplovers  had  to  pay,  but  in  the  counties  they  would  not  touch  them  with 
one  of  their  little  Rn^urs,  and  that  was  the  way  the  Government  dealt 
out  even-banded  justice. 

Making  Hav  While  the  Sun  Sbikbs. 

"  Dealing  at  length  with  the  Tithes  Bill,  which  he  described  as  even 
a  mure  iniquitoun  measure  than  the  Agricultural  Rating  Bill,  he  said 
that  it  might  be  well  if  only  Churchmen  suffered.  But  Dissenters  had 
to  suffer  as  well,  and  had  to  pay  higher  rates.  If  he  were  one  of  that 
denomination  be  would  rather  go  to  prison  than  pay  such  monstrous 
rates,  because  they  were  a  burden  which  they  should  not  be  called 
upon  to  bear.  Since  the  Government  came  into  power  they  had  been 
going  wrong,  in  his  opinion,  for  they  had  pursued  a  selfish  and  class 
policy,  a  result  due  to  their  big  majority,  which  had  made  the  landlords  say. 
'Let  us  nuke  hay  whilst  the  sun  shines.'  He  had  been  told  that 
he  had  changed  parties  from  some  personal  object.  There  was  nobody 
who  had  suffered  more  through  his  faith  in  political  parties  than  he 
had.  He  had  practically  lust  what  he  thought  was  one  of  the  best 
constituencies  that  ever  a  man  a«t  for,  and  he  had  to  go  out  into  the  world 
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Mr.  Whiteley's  "  open  confession "  suggests  the  reflection  that 
there  may  be  among  his  late  colleagues  others  who,  whilst  feeling  the 
same  di»appointment  with  their  party  and  its  noo-fiiltilment  of 
pledges,  lock  Mr.  Whiteley's  courage  and  honesty. 


T,       -rr  This  award,  which  wa^  publicly  read  at.  the 

.  .  last  meeting  of  the  Arbitration   inbunal,  in 

Akbiteation  A>y»BD.  p^_.,^  ^^  ^^^^^^  3^  .,  ^  ,_^„^^^ ._ 

"  Wherena  on  the  2nd  day  of  February,  1697.  a  treaty  of  arbitration  wan 
ooDcludiMl  l)etween  the  United  Statot  of  Venezuela  and  her  Majesty  the 
Queen  of  the  United  Kingdom  nE  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  the  tenna 
following  (here  fuUows  a  copy  of  the  treaty) ;  and  whereas  the  said  treaty 
waa  duly  ratified,  and  the  ratification  vreut  duly  exchanged  in  Washington  on 
the  14th  d+y  of  June,  1897,  in  conformity  with  the  said  treaty.  .\nd 
whereas  xinca  the  d'lte  of  the  said  treaty  and  before  the  arbitration  thereby 
oontainplated  had  been  entered  upon  the  said  Right  Hunourable  Baron 
HeiBchell  depirted  this  life.  And  whereas  the  Right  Honourable  Charles, 
Baron  Russell  of  Killowen,  fjord  Chief  Justice  of  Enj^land,  Knight  Grand 
Cross  of  the  Must  Distinguished  Order  of  St.  Michael  and  St.  George,  hiu«, 
conformably  to  the  tenna  of  the  said  treaty,  been  duly  nominated  by  the 
members  of  the  Judicial  Committee  of  her  Mijesty's  Privy  Council  to  act 
under  the  snid  treaty  in  the  place  and  stead  of  the  said  Ute  Baron  Herschell. 
And  whereas  the  said  four  arbitrators  ^namely,  the  said  Right  Honourable 
Lord  Ruwell  of  Killowen,  Sir  Riuhard  Heiin  Collins,  the  Honourable  Melville 
Weat')n  Fuller,  and  the  Honourable  David  Josiah  Brewer — liave,  conformably 
to  the  terms  of  the  said  treaty,  selected  his  Exrallency  Frederic  de  Martens, 
Privy  Councillor,  permanent  member  of  the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Attairs  in 
RuBsia,  LL.D.  of  the  Universities  of  Cambridge  and  Edinburgh,  t'l  be  the 
fifth  arbitrator.  And  whereas  the  said  arbitrators  hive  duly  entered  upon 
the  said  Arbitration,  and  have  duly  heard  and  ci>nsidered  the  oral  and  written 
a^umenlA  of  the  counsel  representing  respectively  the  United  States  of 
Venezuela  and  her  Majesty  the  Queen,  and  have  impartially  and  carefully 
examined  the  questions  laid  before  them,  and  have  investigated  and 
ascertained  the  extent  of  the  territories  belonging  to,  or  that  might  lawfully 
be  olaimed  by,  the  United  Netherlands  or  by  the  Kingdom  of  Spain  respec- 
tively at  the  time  of  the  acquisition  by  Great  Britain  of  the  colimy  of  British 
GuUna. 

"Now  we,  the  undersigned  arbitrators,  do  hereby  make  and  publish  our 
decision,  determination,  and  award  of,  upon,  and  concerning  the  question? 
submitt.-d  to  us  by  the  said  treaty  of  srbitraiion,  and  do  herel)y,  conformably 
to  the  said  treaty  of  arbitration,  Anally  decide,  award,  and  determine  that 
the  boundary  line  between  the  colony  of  British  Guiana  and  the  United 
States  of  Venezuela  is  as  follows  : — 

"  Starting  from  the  coast  at  Point  Ptaya,  the  line  of  boundary  shall  run  in 
»  straight  line  to  the  river  Barima  at  its  junction  with  the  river  Muruma,  and 
thence  along  the  mid  stream  of  the  latter  river  to  its  source,  and  from  that 
point  to  the  junction  of  the  river  Baiowa  with  the  Amakuru,  and  thence 
along  the  mid  stream  of  the  Amakuru  to  ita  source  in  the  Imataka  ridge,  and 
thence  in  a  south  westerly  direction  along  the  highest  ridge  of  the  spur  of 
the  Imataka  mountains  opposite  to  the  source  of  the  Bnriina,  and  thence 
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rtlung  thu  •uiiiinit  iir  the  innin  ridge  of  the  Imstaku  mnunUmt  in  a  aouth- 
unsterly  direction  to  th«  source  of  the  Acarnbiaj,  ftnd  thence  along  the  mid 
Htream  if  the  Acnnibisi  to  tha  Cuyuni  nnd  thence  along  the  northern  hank 
of  the  rivar  Cuyuni  westward  ta  iti  junction  with  the  WeDAtnu,  and  tfaencp 
folloninjt  the  [nid  stre&m  of  the  Wen&mu  to  itn  westeromost  source,  and 
thence  in  a  direct  line  t»  the  Huuiniit  of  Huunt  Rorainui,  and  from  Houoi 
Runima  to  the  source  of  the  CotinRs  and  alon^t  the  mid  stream  of  that  river 
to  its  junction  with  the  Takutu,  and  thenoe  along  the  mid  strettin  <>f 
the  Takuta  to  ita  source,  thence  in  a  straight  line  to  the  west«nim>»<r 
jioint  of  the  Akarai  mountsinH  and  thence  along  the  ridge  of  the  Akarsi 
mountains  to  the  source  oF  the  Corentin,  called  the  Cutari  rivet. 

"  Provided  always  thitt  the  line  of  delimitation  fiied  by  this  award  shajl 
Ije  subject  and  without  prejudice  to  anv  questions  now  exi-iting  or  whicli 
may  arise  to  be  determined  l)etween  the  Govenimanc  of  her  Britannic  Hi^jeMy 
itnd  the  Republic  of  Brazil,  or  between  the  latter  Republic  and  the  United 
States  of  Venezuela. 

"  In  lixinj;  the  above  delimitation,  the  arbitratoni  consider  and  decidt- 
that  in  times  of  peace  the  rivers  Amakuru  and  Uarimn  sliall  be  open  t<.> 
navif^tiun  by  the  merchant  ships  of  all  nations,  subject  tuall  juit  regulations 
and  to  the  payment  of  liifht  or  other  like  dues.  Provided  that  the  dues 
charged  by  the  Republic  of  Venezuela  and  the  Govemmeat  of  the  colooy  of 
British  Guiana  in  respect  of  the  passage  of  vessels  along  the  portions  of  such 
rivers  respectively  owned  by  them  snail  be  charged  at  the  same  rates  upon 
the  vessels  of  Venezuela  and  Great  Britxin,  such  rates  beinn  no  higher  tluui 
those  cbariced  to  any  other  naticm,  provided  also  that  no  Customs  Dutieti 
shall  be  chargeable  either  by  the  RejmUlic  of  Venezuela  or  by  the  colony  of 
British  Guiana  iu  rexpect  of  goods  carried  on  board  ships,  vessels,  or  bunts 
[lasaing  along  the  said  rivers,  but  Customs  duties  shall  only  be  chargeable 
in  respect  of  goods  landed  in  the  territory  of  Venezuela  or  Great  Britain 
renpectivoly." 


What  th.  A.abd    ,,     "'f.    K™'-  ~™I«"rt-"t    in   Pari,    giv™ 
w  the  folluwing  bnei  expli^natory  note    on   the 

"  The  effect  of  the  award  is,  briefly,  that  Great  Britain  is  given  the  much- 
debated  Schomburgk  line  excejtt  as  regards  two  points.  Barima  Point  and 
the  actual  mouth  of  the  Bariron  are  cut  out  from  the  Schombuigk  line  iu)d 
assigned  to  Venezuela,  thus  carrying  out  the  propoxal  made  by  more  than 
one  responsible  British  Minister  to  yield  this  point  to  Venezuela  as  possibly 
important  to  the  trade  and  security  of  the  Orinoco.  The  other  point  at 
which  a  small  deviation  from  the  Schomburgk  line  has  been  made  in  favour  of 
Venezuela  is  that  the  boundary,  after  reaching  the  Cuyuni,  does  not  run  to 
the  head  of  that  river,  but  sttipi  somewhat  short,  and  turns  down  the 
Wenamu.  It  should  be  remembered  that  Schomburgk  himself  suggeuted 
the  Wenamu  as  an  alternative  boundary,  though,  for  some  reason  of  which 
there  remains  no  record,  the  suggestion  was  not  adopted.  It  should  also  be 
noted  that  the  award  assigns  to  Great  Britain  the  whole  waterway  of  thi.s 
pari:  of  the  Cuyuni,  where:is  the  Schomburgk  line  ran  the  boundary  alunu 
the  deepest  channel  only." 

The  Timex  remarks  :— 

"  The  substitution  of  the  Wennuiu  for  the  Cuyuni  as  the  western  border 
of  the  colony  is  to  bo  regrettiHl  chielly,  perhaps,  for  the  sake  of  the  In  lians, 
who  will  find  themselves  handed  over  to  a  rule  they  have  detested  in  the 
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ptutt.  All  Che  chief  rivera  ia  the  contested  district,  all  the  known  goldlielils, 
and&ll  the  v&luatilii  timber  «re  Mid  Ui  be  compriHed  in  the  territory  adjudged 
to  be  British — without  prejudice,  it  is  true,  as  to  »  portion  thereof,  to  any  . 
daima  which  Brnzil  may  hare  to  it.  Venezuela,  on  the  other  hand,  obUtina 
an  undisputed  title  to  the  whole  country  west  of  the  Schoinburgk  line — a 
re);ion  to  which  we  had  strong  bistortual  claims  though  we  waived  them  as 
to  a  part  of  it,  and  did  not  treat  them  us  indisputable  in  regard  to  the  rest. 
The  award  is  a  moral  triumph  for  this  country,  and  we  shall  sincerely 
rejoice  if  it  satisfies  our  opponents  As  the  Attorney-General,  to  whom 
aikd  to  whose  colleague  and  assistants  in  this  most  laborious  investigation  the 
aation  and  the  colony  of  Guiana  both  owe  a  very  deep  debt  of  gnttitude, 
observed  in  the  graceful  little  upeech  he  made  at  the  close  of  the  proceedings, 
our  Hen'iments  towards  Venezuela  have  always  been  sentiments  of  goodwill. 
The  uncertainty  about  our  borders  has  tieen  an  obstacle  to  tlie  development 
both  of  the  Republic  and  of  our  colony.  Now  that  it  has  been  removed  we 
a*n  only  wish  to  see  e»ch  other  make  the  best  of  our  several  possessions. 
To  the  arbitrators,  and  particularly  to  the  distinguished  President  of  the 
tribunal,  Pt  •fessor  Martenx,  the  thnnks.  nut  only  of  the  litigants,  but  of  the 
civilised  world,  are  due.  They  have  shown  what  arbitration  in  suitable  con- 
ditions can  accomplish,  and  the  President  in  right  in  holding  that  the  lesson 
will  not  be  lost  on  mankind.  Professor  Martins  was  obliged,  however,  to 
acknowledge  that  this  was  the  first  occasion  since  1H73  when  a  tribunal  of 
arbitration  had  been  able  to  agree  upon  a  uiianimou't  decision  -a  fact  which 
should  not  l>e  forgotten  when  estimating  the  value  of  arbitration  in  settling 
grave  international  disputes. " 

The  Daily  News  comments  ae  follows  : — 

"The  importance  of  this  judgment  is  far  wider  than  the  actual  subject- 
matter  of  the  dispute.  It  is  a  brilliantly  successful  eiample  of  the  way  in 
which  uations  ought  to  settle  such  differences.  Nothing  cnuld  well  Iuivh 
been  less  promising  than  the  origin  of  this  itward.  The  dispute  betweeci 
British  Quiana  and  the  Republic  of  Venezuela  was  of  very  ancient  standing, 
and  was  apparently  interminable.  But  four  years  ago  it  came  to  a  head,  and 
Lord  Salisbury  insisted  that  it  should  be  finally  determined.  Cjuddenly  the 
United  States  intervened.  President  Cleveland  in  a  Message  to  Congres', 
and  Mr.  Secretary  Olney  in  a  dispatch  to  the  Foreign  Ottije,  declared  that 
under  the  Monroe  doctrine  America  was  entitled  to  control  the  ixsue  as  the 
paramount  Power.  The  declaration  was  utterly  unfounded.  The  Monroe 
doctrine  is  a  rule  of  pulicy,  not  a  principle  of  international  law,  and  the 
American  cinim  was  quite  irreconcilable  with  the  Briti.'ih  sovereignty  ovor 
Canada.  Mr.  Cleveland's  action  was  keenly  resented  in  England,  and  the 
two  countries  were  nearer  war  than  thoy  had  been  since  1870.  Lord 
Salisbury,  however,  though  he  repudiated  both  Mr.  Uliiey's  general  proposi- 
tion and  the  particular  use  sought  to  be  matle  of  it,  was  impressed  icith  the 
obvious  reluctance  of  Englishmen  in  their  calmer  momentu  to  quarrel  with 
their  American  kinsmen  over  a  question  of  sectmdary  importance.  So 
having  enjoyed  his  argumentative  victory  he  yielded  in  practice  for  the  sake 
of  peace,  and  after  much  negotiation  it  was  agreed  that  a  joint  Commission 
of  English  and  American  jurists  should  sit  to  hear  the  arguments  on  both 
sides.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  this  was  a  great  concession.  If  a  Liberal 
Government  had  taken  such  a  step  the  Tories  would  have  denounced  them 
as  traiters  in  Parliament,  on  the  platform,  and  in  the  Preis.  Liberals  more 
wisely,  and  mnre  patriotically,  assisted  their  political  opponon's  in  the  task 
of  averting  a  peculiarly  horrible  war.  There  could  hardly  have  bden  a  more 
worthy  sequel  to  the  Peace  Conference  of  last  summer  than  this  splendid 
example  of  arbitration  as  a  substitute  for  war." 
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Lord  Cross.  Abingdon,  October  2Sth.  UN. 

"This  may  be  a  long  nnd  n  sanguiimiy  w;ir.  It  will  certitiiilj  be 
nn  etpHiwive  oae  ;  but  if  we  are  lightiiig  for  freedom,  nnd  nob  fur 
our  own  hand,  the  country  will  support  us  tliroughoiit.  We  are 
not  lighting  for  our  own  aggnindiauiaeDt,  or  to  niiike  ourselves 
grenter  than  we  are.  We  »re  great  enough,  God  knows ;  we  ar« 
lighting  in  order  that  we  may  use  thow  uowen  whioh  God  hasgiren 
ua  for  the  elevation,  the  instruction,  ana  tl)e  benelit  of  the  human 
race  wherever  the  Gnglish  language  is  spoken.  Lord  Salisbury  was 
asked  what  our  policy  would  be  after  we  had  won.  These  are  ratiier 
earlv  days  to  discuss  that  i^uestion,  hut  I  will  repeat  Lord  Salisbury's 
words,  because  they  are  sound  : — '  With  rei^ard  to  the  future  there 
must  be  no  doubt  an  to  the  miverelgn  Power.  England  must  be 
paramount.'  Some  people  have  tried  to  make  the  country  believe 
that  there  have  bean  divisions  in  the  Cabinet.  There  has  been  no 
divieion.  From  beginning  ti>  end  the  Cabinet  havi.-  been  unanimooit. 
It  there  is  one  person  the  moat  reluctant  to  go  to  war,  it  is  probably 
myielF,  unless  compelled  ;  but  events  have  proved  tiwi  strong,  and  I. 
in  concert  witheveiy  othermember  of  the  Cabinet,  joined  he-irtilyin 
the  deciaion  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  our  own  juHti6catian, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  objects  we  have  in  South 
Africa,  thnt  this  war  must  iie  fought  uut  tu  the  bitter  end.  Mr. 
Kruger  must  lie  made  tu  fool  that  there  is  a  power  above  him,  and 
I  believe  that  God  is  on  our  side." 

frnm  the  Tiftvu.  October  ■iOtA,  l«S9. 

TIlis  in  a  very  candid  speech  from  which  more  may  be  learoed 
than  from  cautious  Ministerial  statements  in  Parliament,  lliree 
points  may  be  noted  : — (1)  The  war  may  bo  long  and  sanguinary.  It 
is  already  proving  the  latter.  The  idea  that  there  would  be  a  walk- 
over to  Pretoria,  and  that  all  the  lighting  wilt  be  done  before 
Chriatma.'^  is  apparently  not  otitertained  by  Lord  Ci-osa.  (2)  What- 
ever reluL-tance  Iiord  Crosn  may  have  to  war  in  general,  he  has  gwne 
in  "heartily"  for  this  war  in  particular,  and  yet  (3j  the  end  will  lie  a 
"bitter"  one.     That  appears  t-i  agree  with  most  Liberal  predictioox. 


Hi.  Davitt.  House  of  OommonB,  October  ITUi.  1S99. 

"  He  sympathised  with  the  Boers,  and  the  overwhelming  mass  of 
hia countrymen,  outside  the  British  colonies,  syinpithised  with  them. 
Ho  admitted  that  it  was  a  serious  fnct  that  Irishmen  in  Africa, 
Australia,  and  Canada  were  aiding  with  Great  Britain,  because  they 
had  l>oen  conceded  Hume  Bule.  This  fact  compelled  him  to  take  a 
different  view  of  Home  Rule." 

From  Ike  TiwEs,  Oalobfr  \Slh,  189!). 

The  fact  should  also  induce  the  self  styled  Unionists  to  take  a 
different  view  of  Home  Rule.  In  the  colonies  it  has  made  Irishmen 
loyaliftta.    Why  should  it  not  have  the  same  effect  if  tried  in  Ireland  t 


)  by  Google 


THE    LIBKBAL    HAGAZINE. 


POINTS    FROM    THE    PAPEllS. 


from  l/ie  Pall  Hall  Oazette,  October  -HiA,  1899. 

"  Mr,  GoBchon  put  the  best  face  he  cuuld  on  (he  atory  of  the 
tranaporta  ZibeDghla  and  ZayathU,  but  he  oanDot  say  that  the 
BctioQ  of  the  Ailiiilr»lty  ui  one  to  be  bald  up  to  einulntion  or  imita- 
tion. The  critical  puint  put  by  Sir  Edward  Gourley  was  un- 
answered, but  if,  AS  he  suggests,  the  bf)ilers  at  these  ships  were  of 
an  obsolete  type,  the  ships  ounht  never  to  have  been  passed  by  the 
Admiralty  surveyont  for  service  as  trnnsports  in  a  national  emer- 
gency. There  was  no  necessity  for  a  resrirt  to  third  or  fourth  rate 
steamers  ;  the  Admiralty  h>id  scuras  of  Grat-cl^is*  veaaeLs  to  choose 
from,  and  it  is  astonishinf;  that  the  choice  of  the  Transport  Depart- 
ment WHS  not  exercised  with  greater  discrimination.  The  delay 
cauaed  by  these  lame  ducks  might  have  been  fatal  to  the  cam- 
(laign  ;  the  Zayaihla  has,  indeed,  arrived  at  Cape  Town,  after  a 
voyoffe  of  twenty-nine  days  ;  the  ZibenghU,  which  hat  been  twenty- 
five  djtys  on  the  voy^e,  has  not  shown  up.  These  vessels  may 
have  been  gnod  enoi^h  for  the  Canadian  cattle  trade,  but  they 
were  certninly  not  the  kind  of  ships  to  hire  as  British  traniporUi." 
Our  comment  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  the  next  "  point." 

From  the  TimeB,  Otlober  ^Uk,  1899. 

'*  As  publicity  ia  the  best  check  on  BCandale,  may  I  venture  to 
trespass  iin  your  indulgence  r^arding  the  answer  which  I  reueived 
from  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  yesterday  regnrding  the  charter- 
ing of  the  two  ste^imera  named,  the  Zibenghla  and  Zayathla,  for  con- 
veyance of  tniopB  hj  South  Africa?  t  niiy  mention  that  at  the  time  I 
could  not  distinctly  hear  Mr,  tioschen's  answer,  and,  as  Parliament  is 
now  prorogued,  I  shall  have  no  opportunity  of  calling  abtautiun  to 
the  subject  for  some  months,  except  through  your  columns. 

"As  regards  the  past  history  of  these  vessels,  their  age,  how 
they  were  inspected,  or  what  certificate  they  were  awarded  Hfter 
inspection,  this  matters  little  ;  although,  if  the  information  which 
I  have  received  from  well-informed  persons,  aome  personally 
imknown  to  me,  may  be  trusted,  there  is  no  clerk  in  any  shipping 
otboe  in  Liverpool  who  did  not  know  that  these  vessels  were  per- 
fectly uQsuit«d  for  the  rapid  transport  of  troops  in  a  groat 
emergency.  Let  all  this  be  set  aside.  1  will  simply  state  factfi, 
which  cannot  be  denied. 

"  The  average  passage  from  this  country  to  the  Cape  is  fifteen 
days  for  a  fast  steamer,  seventeen  days  f<ir  an  ordinary  steamer. 
The  Zayathla  left  the  Mersey  on  September  27th,  and  only  arrived 
at  Cape  Town  on  Uclober  2Gth,  taking  twenty-nine  days  for  the 
poHsage  ;  the  Zibaiighla  etartud  on  October  2nd  and  has  not  yet 
arrived.  Four  more  days  will  be  required  to  reach  Durban,  and, 
even  if  the  communications  are  then  fully  open,  at  least  three  or 
four  daya  more  before  the  quick-firing  batteries  shipped  on  board 
these  steamers  can  reach  Sir  Geoi^e  Wliito's  force,  where  they  are 
«o  urgently  wanted. 
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"  I  can  only  leave  it  to  the  judgment  of  the  public  to  decide  sa 
to  vhether  these  were  proper  vesaeU  tn  select  tor  the  rapid  t>sa»- 
port  of  reinforcementa  t<>  our  gaUant  soldiers  fighting  for  their 
liTes  ^pticBt  oTerwhelming  odds. 

"  I  ran  onl;  nay  in  oonclunion  that  T  trust  nu  attempt  will  be 
nude  by  the  suthorities  tn  shelter  or  screen  thoee  who  are  in  faalt 
in  this  matter,  and  thiit  due  punishment  may  be  impartially  inflictad 
on  oontractore  or  officials,  whoever  they  may  be,  aa  certainly  thay 
moat  richly  deserve  it." 

L«f(*r/nMn  Major  Gen.  Feank  S.  Ruhseix,  M.P. 

for  Cheltenham  (Conservative),  dated  October  27th. 

The  above  quotatio(i  and  letter  refer  to  one  only  of  a  nnmber  ot 
"  Service  "  criticianis  that  have  been  published,  showin<;  that,  as  before^ 
the  Admiralty  and  the  War  Office  have  blundered  in  their  arr&nge- 
nients  for  the  campaign.  The  Zibenghla  did  not  arrive  ab  Cape  Town 
until  October  30th. 


Frmtt  the  Standard,  Orlober  iSth,  18B9. 

"  Sir  George  White  is  doing  all  in  his  power  with  the  forces  at 
his  disposal,  but  the  invasion  of  Natal  is  not  being  cheeked,  and  the 
Imperial  Government  is  severely  censured  for  not  hiving  forenuen 
the  course  of  events,  and  made  adequate  preparation  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Colony." 

Z>es;rfifcfc  of  Special  CorrapondetU  at  LadgsmitA. 

This  is  further  testimony  to  the  fact  that  the  Govemmeat's 
"policy  "  in  South  Africa  has  been  in  advance  of  its  preparations,  as 
«>venta  have  aince  proved  in  rather  melancholy  fashion. 


From  the  Times,  Oetobrr  2ith,  18M. 

"  I  beg  to  enter  a  protest  against  the  offensive  assumption  that 
all  criticism  of  the  recent  conduct  of  African  affairs  implies  M>me 
lack  in  the  critic  of  the  Imperial  spirit,  if  not  of  actual  patriotiniD. 
Such  an  assumption  Isamereadoptionof  Anti-Dreyfu^ard  metliods, 
which  tried  to  confound  the  arraignment  of  individiisls  with  an 
attack  on  the  public  service,  and  so  on  the  country  itself.  There 
are  thousands  of  Eni^linhmen,  we  may  bo  sure,  who  hy  no  means 
admire  the  nev  diplomacy,  but  whose  hearts  beat  faster  as  the 
news  conies  in  of  foat  after  feat  of  soldierly  skill  and  daring,  and 
who  share  to  the  full  the  national  determination  that  victory  must 
be  complete  and  linal." 

Lttter  from  tlie  Earl  op  CRBWa,  dated  October  24th. 

A   protest  which    the   Bovr  and    Bromley   election    oratory  an 
literature  proved  to  be  not  uncalled  for. 
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Government  Blue  Books  and  Returns. 

— .  Annual   Report  of  the  Chief  Inspector  of 

J-^RiES  AND         Factories  and  Workshops  for  the  year   1898. 

WORKSHOPS.  p^^  J     Tahle^.    [C-9281.]     Price  Is.  2d. 

In  ftccordnnce  with  instructions  the  annual  report  of  the  work  of 
the  Factory  Department  appears  in  two  parts  this  year.  The  present 
part  contains  the  statistical  and  other  tables  which  formerly  were 
^ven  in  appendices  to  the  annual  report. 

The  inspecting  staff  of  the  Hume  Office  now  consists  of  a  chief 
inspector  (  B.  A.  Whiteleifge,  Esq.),  six  superintending  inspectors,  one 
medical  inspector,  forty-four  inspectors,  tweniy-six  junior  inspectors, 
&  floperinten-ling  inspector  of  cotton  cloth  factors,  three  assistant 
examiners  for  textile  particulars,  twenty-five  icnpector  assistants,  one 
principal  lady  inspector  and  iive  lady  inspectors.  During  1898  the  staff 
travelled  in  the  aggregate  670,770  miles  at  a  cost  for  travelling 
expenses  of  £9,440  19b.  9d.,  against  640,328  miles  at  a  cost  of 
£8,983  18s.  Id.  in  1897.  Total  number  of  factories  (including 
laundries)  registered  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  87,855 ;  workshops 
(including  laundries),  129,602. 

The  number  of  certifying  surgeons  was  1,948,  and  in  1897,  1,920. 
The  following  totals  show  the  number  of  children  and  young  persons 
examined  for  employment  in  factories  :— 


Examined. 

Passed. 

Rejectei 

385,373 
367,181 
365,083 
321,634 

380,694 
362,612 
359,989 
317,167 

4,679 
4,669 
5,094 
4,477 

The  number  of  accidents  reported  was  as  follows  : — 

1898  1897 

All  reported  accidents        ...  ...     57,562  ...  40,474 

Accidents    requirini;    to    be     notified    to 

Inspectors  only  38,335  ...  24,489 

Accidents  reijuired  to  bo  notified  to  Certify- 
ing Surgeons  as  well  as  Inspectors     ...      19,227  ...  15,985 

1898.  1897.  1896. 

Accidents  causing  death     727  658  596 

Reported  cases  of  lead  poisoning 1,278  1,214  1,030 

.,           „           phosphorus  poisoning  ...  21  2  2 
(It  is  noted  of  the  21  cases  reported  in 
189tl    that  10  occurred  before  that 
year.) 

Keported  cases  of  arsenic  poisoning          ...  0  0  1 

„           „          anthrax 28  23  17 

Prosecutions— Grand  total             3,654  3,6I«  3,341 

„             Convictions 3,501  -3,359  3,17* 
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The  Mag^azines  for  bfovember. 


In  thk  NisBTKBNTH  Cbsturv  ihe  twn  opening  articles  are  d«vot€d  tu 
the  Transvaal  War,  Mr.  Edward  Dicey,  C.B.,  writing  un  Afitr 
the  Presetit  War,  and  Mr.  E.  51.  Green  dealing  with  Natiix  Uitrtrt 
in  SoiUk  Africa.  Mr.  H  W.  MasHinghatn  lias  a  sliort  critical  article 
un  Thf  Future  of  Lord  Rofebe.ry,  arguing  Against  bim  as  s 
possible  Liberal  Leader.  Canon  Barnett  dbcusses  tlie  question 
of  Charity  vernug  Oat-door  Rdief  and  Sir  T.  Wemyss  Reid  has  a 
chatty  article  on  The  Newapapem.  An  unpublished  narmtive  of 
The  BoUIk  of  TrafaJ-gar,  illustrated  witli  a  facsimile  plan  by  the 
Captain  of  the  Bellerophon  ;  T/ie  Intellectual  Future  o/CatAoliei«m  . 
Horticulture  ax  a  Profession,  for  the  Educated ;  Lileralurr  htfoT< 
Letters,  by  Professor  Max  Miiller  ;  and  The  Dahneny  Experiments: 
"  Manuring  with  Brains"  are  the  other  principal  contents. 

'I'uK  CoNTKUPORARV  Rkview  gives  us  three  papers  on  South  Africa 
from  different  points  of  view.  Sir  Cb&rlea  Warren  writes  on 
The  British  Power  in  South  Africa,  "  An  Old  Campaigner  in 
South  Africa "  reviews  the  fighting  at  Gleacoe,  Elandslaagte, 
Mafekitiff,  and  Mr.  Percy  A.  Molteno  in  Th^  Cause  of  the  War 
gives  a  friendly  Boer  view  of  the  situation.  The  Rev.  Canon 
Knox  Little  discusses  adversely,  TA'^  Lambeth  "  Opinion  "  and  it* 
Cousequenceti.  In  ComtnereiiU  Corruption  the  Right  Hon.  Sir 
Edward  Fry  explains  the  Bill  for  the  prohibition  of  secret 
cuuiinissions  introduced  by  Lord  Russell  of  Killowen.  Sir  Edmund 
Verney  has  an  exceedingly  interesting,  gossipy  article  on  Old 
Crimean  Days.  Other  papers  deal  with  Afier  the  Dreyfui  Cam, 
The  Historical  Congress  at  Cividale,  The  Silence  of  God,  Chrittian 
Dogma  and  the  Christian  Life,  and  The  Teaching  of  Language  at 
Harvard 

In  tuk  FoKTNiaHTLy  Rkview  there  are  also  three  articles  on  the 
War.  An  anonymous  writer  sketche-n  the  outlines  of  An  African 
Settlement.  Dr.  Karl  Blind  writes  on  Transvaal  Independemv 
and  EngtantTs  Future,  predicting  evil  to  Qreat  Britain  as  the  result 
of  the  present  adventure.  The  third  war  article  is  anonymous 
Mr.  H.  Whates  deals  with  The  Veiieswilan  Award,  which  ho  says 
ought  to  please  both  parties.  Maritime  Expeditiotis  in  relation  to 
Sea-Power  are  reviewed  by  Major  Ormsby-Johnson.  John  Donne, 
The  Art  of  Flying,  The  Afenaciiig  Comet,  Unwritten  Literary  Lauv 
(by  "Ouida"),  and  The  Need  to  Believe  are  subjects  of  other 
articles. 
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AMNOUNCEMENTS. 


The  Liberal  Publication  Department  has  just  issued  the  aanual 
Tolnme  of  Pamphlets  and  Leafleta  for  the  current  year,  price  la.  9d. 
po%t  free.  The  volume  contains  all  the  Department's  publications  for 
1899,  is  well  bound,  has  a  full  index,  and  will  be  found  a  very 
Bervioeable  volume  of  reference  to  all  interested  in  politics.  Full 
particulars   will   be   found   in  the  Order  Form  sent  herewith. 

We  may  remind  those  of  our  readers  who  do  not  have  the  publica- 
tions of  the  Department  sent  to  them  regularly  as  published,  that  these 
may  be  had  for  a  small  annual  payment  of  2a.  6d,  The  Department  is 
now  receiving  the  subscriptions  for  1900,  which  may  conveniently  be 
sent  to  42,  Farliament-atreet,  on  an  order  form  herewith  enclosed. 

With  the  present  number  of  the  Maoazikb  ia  sent  a  presentation 
copy  of  the  Liberal  Calendar  for  1900 ;  further  particulars  will  be 
fonnd  in  our  advertisement  pages. 

The  Department  baa  just  issued  Leaflet  No.  1623  {i  pp. — price 
48,  6d.  per  1,000),  "How  I  became  a  Liberal,"  by  Mr.  Oeorge 
Whiteley,  M.F.    Specimen  copies  may  be  bad  for  a  half-penny  stamp, 
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'(1)  Loid  Boubery  on  the  War. 

"  There  will,  of  coaTse,  some  da^  be  an  inquisition  aa  to  our  prepar&Uoiu 
for  this  w&r,  as  to  the  force  which  w»a  left  in  South  Africa,  or  sent  to 
South  Africa  in  view  of  a  condition  of  things  always  critical  and  freqnentlj 
alarming,  and  the  presence  of  a  military  power  which,  relatirelv  apealdng, 
was  great,  and  in  the  centre  of  a  great  Dutch  population  ymiob  at  aoj 
moment  might  be  awakened.  But  the  time  for  that  is  not  nov  ;  what  wo 
have  to  do  is  to  join  wit^  all  the  euerEr  and  all  the  streofth  at  our  com- 
mand in  supporting  those  who  have  the  ruraction  of  afioirs. 

(2)  Lord  0.  Hamilton  on  the  War. 

"  The  contest  could  have  hut  one  issue— our  success.  Wben  that 
success  was  attained,  and  the  terms  which  we  proposed  as  vjct«ra  to  the 
vanquished  were  known,  then  foreign  nations  woiud,  he  bdieved,  chann 
their  feelings  towards  us.  Then  they  would  see  that  the  main  cause  which 
forced  as  to  emhark  on  this  conflict  was  not  a  doaire  for  pecuniary  profit  or 
territorial  aggrandLsemeat,  hut  the  determination  to  emancipat«  a  vast 
poition  of  the  t«rritor7  of  this  world  for  the  common  benefit  of  muikind 
from  an  ignohle  and  degrading  t jiannj. " 

(3)  Lord  Selboma  on  the  War. 

' '  We  were  trustees  for  our  brothera  in  every  part  of  the  Empire,  and 
the  test  to  apply  in  this  emergency  was  the  simple  teat  of  duty.  They 
wonld  agree  with  him  also  that  the  path  of  duty  was  b)  be  ruleo,  not  bj 
sentiment,  not  by  appeals  to  indefinite  delay,  not  by  coDJuring  up  tin 
imagination  that  vre  might  be  in  the  wrong,  not  by  quibbling  over  words 
or  letters,  hut  by  pioin  faces.  Was  the  British  Empire  going  t«  make  it« 
name  respectod,  to  have  the  pledges  given  to  it  faithfully  observed !  Wa« 
it  going  to  see  that  wherever  he  went,  whether  he  was  wntte  or  black,  from 
Great  Britain.  Canada,  or  New  Zeatond,  the  British  subject  should  h&ra 
and  exerdse  the  righte  which  his  Queen  had  secured  for  hun  !  " 

(4)  Ltnrd  Lansdowne  on  Negotiations  and  Force. 

"It  has,  however,  been'  sometimes  suggeatAd  that  we  should  hava 
endeavoured  to  avoid,  or  at  any  rate  to  shorten,  the  pliase  of  the  operation* 
during  which  our  strategy  has  been  necessarily  defensive.  We  have  been 
taken  to  task  because  our  military  dispositions  are  said  not  to  have  kept 
pace  with  our  diplomacy.  The  doctnne  that  oar  diplomacy  is  never  to 
move  faster  than  our  military  preparations  is  one  to  which  I  venture  to 
think  we  ought  not  to  subscribe  offhand.  It  is  perfectly  true  that  a 
reasonable  man  will  not  threaten  unless  he  is  prepaid  to  strike,  but  when 
I  am  told  that  ne  are  to  adjust  the  action  of  onr  diplomacy  so  that  tt 
shall  exactly  oorreapond  with  onr  militaiy  preparations,  I  am  bound  to  say 
that  we  ore  asking  for  something  wiiioh  I  believe  both  the  soldiers  and  the 
diplomatists  would  tell  you  is  unattainable,  and  which  if  it  were  attainable 
would  greatly  hamper  and  embarrass  them  both.  If  such  a  doctrine  is  to 
be  unreservedly  accepted,  it  will  follow  that  plain  lansuage  is  never  to  be 
addressed  to  a  foreign  Power  unless  we  are  able  within  a  few  hours  to 
follow  it  up  by  the  production,  and  by  the  production  upon  the  spot,  of  a 
military  force  adequate  to  the  occasion,  There  is  a  foudamentol  difBcuIty 
in  the  way  of  any  such  procedure.  It  is  this,  that  diplomatic  messages  are 
sent  by  the  telegraph  wire,  whereas  reinforcenienta  are  sent  by  ship.  Your 
remonstrances,  your  peDuitimatum,  your  ultiniatuni,  reach  their  destina- 
tion in  a  few  hours,  or  even  a  few  mtnntes ;  your  army  corps,  when  yon 

have  to  concentrate  it  at  a  distance  of  manyf' -•-  -'  —  -'—  ' >- 

may  take  weeks  or  months  to  prepare  and  c 
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Nov.  1. — (1)  Lord  Rosebery  at  Edinburgh  on  the  War  io  the 
TranBva&l. 

(2)  Lord  George  Hamilton  at  Ealing  and  (3)  Lord 
Selbome  at  Dumfries  un  the  War. 

„    2.— (4)  Lord  Lansdowne  at  Sheffield  on  the  War. 

„      3.— Lord  Selborne  at  Peebles  on  the  Transvaal. 

„     4.— (5)  Sir  Edward  Grey  at  Peebles  on  the  Transvaal. 


military  ureparBitioiis  an<l  our  diplomatic  negutiations  are  always  to  Iceep 
exactly  abreast,  our  diplomacy  will  on  the  one  hand  have  to  be  hesitating 
and  dilatory,  while  on  tlie  other  hand  the  military  and  naval  authorities 
will  liave  to  commit  overt  acta  of  warlike  projiaration,  acts  of  the  most 
provocative  and  threatening  description,  not  because  an  international 
(lilGcnIty  has  arisen,  bat  because  suuh  a  diHiculty  may  arise.  Tliey  will 
have  to  cunnnit  those  acti>  at  a  moment  when  everyone  desires  that  peace 
should  be  niiuntained,  and  when  it  is  in  the  interests  of  alt  concerned  tliat 
no  spark  should  lie  applied  to  any  combustible  material  which  may  be 
lying  alx)at.  I  doubt  extremely  whether  public  opinion  will  allow  us  t*> 
conduct  our  n^otiations  in  this  manner.  It  would  be  a  new  diplomacy 
with  a  vengeance.  Consider  how  it  would  work.  A  negotiation  is  pro- 
ceeding hopefully  between  two  Powers,  wliom  we  will  call  A  and  B.  Both 
want  to  get  out  of  a  ti^ht  place.  A  makes  a  proposal  which  B  considers 
inadequate  and  inadmisHible.  According  to  the  new  rules  B  must  send  no 
answer,  or  an  evasive  answer,  and  in  the  meantime  mnst  call  out  his 
reserves  and  despatch  a  Ueet  of  transports  to  the  seat  of  the  apprehended 
war.  C'onld  any  negotiations  survive  such  handling?  In  the  present 
ins'ance  I  know  you  will  believe  me  when  I  say  that  till  the  eleventh  liour 
we  hii[ied  against  hope  for  peace,  that  peace  which,  yon  will  remember,  was 
broken  not  uy  us  but  by  the  gratuitous  acts  of  theSoutli  African  Republic, 
and  we  therefore  desired  to  refrain  as  lone  as  possible  from  taking  steps 
which  would  inevitably  dispel  the  shreds  ol  hope  that  still  remained.  The 
Boer  ultiniatum,  you  will  remember,  immediately  followed  our  mobilisa- 
tion, and  it  is  fair  to  assume  that  if  we  had  mobilised  earlier  the  ultimatum 
also  would  have  made  an  earlier  appearance." 
(5)  Sir  Edward  Orey  on  the  War. 

"  When  tliey  were  thinking  of  the  ne:it  election,  he  adviued  them  not  to 
be  oconpied  bm  to  whether  tlie  issue  was  going  to  be  complicate))  hy  the 
war.  'rliey  shonid  leave  that  all  over  for  the  present.  If  there  was 
mismanagenient  in  the  conduct  of  the  war,  of  course  that  might  lie  a 
question  at  the  next  election.  If,  in  the  settlement  whicli  the  Uovemment 
proposed  after  the  war  was  over,  tliere  were  tilings  which  seemed  to  them 
to  be  nnwiHc,  these,  again,  might  be  questions  at  the  next  election. 
Itut  he  believed  the  overwhelming  pnblic  opinion  in  this  country  was  that 
in  this  war  we  were  in  the  right.  And.  if  that  were  so,  they  might  depend 
upon  it  it  was  not  the  merits  of  the  war  that  would  be  the  question  at  the 
next  election." 
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<1)  Lord  Wolaeley  on  the  Boera. 

"We  have  found  that  the  enemy  wiio  declared  war  agftissl  as— tot 
they  are  the  aggrCBHors — nre  much  more  powerful  and  namerotis  Uian  we 

anticipated." 

<2)  Lord  Aberdeen  on  the  War. 

"Liberals  would  not  make  tlienieelves  responsible  for  what  had  preceded 
the  outbreak.  They  were  reserving  their  criticism  and  lending;  support  in 
the  manner  that  paasengera  on  a  Bliip  did  when  it  ((ot  into  danger.  They 
might  afterwsnU  re4uire  an  explanation  as  to  how  the  Government  got 
inbi  tliat  poNition.  They  hud  Deen  told  that  war  was  inevitable.  He 
regretted  tliat  during  tlie  negotiations  utterances  should  have  been  made 
bv  Bome  in  authority  which  were  not  calculated  to  promote  the  success  of 
the  negotiations.  After  raakins  the  same  chaf^e  against  some  Kections  of 
the  Fretw,  Lord  Aberdeen  said  tTiey  were  all  anxious  to  know  what  was  to 
be  dune  with  the  country  when  the  war  was  hnislied.  God  grant  tbey 
might  not  have  a  second  Ireland  in  South  Africa." 

<3)  Blr.  Brodrick  on  the  War. 

"  There  was  one  thing  in  these  events  on  which  he  looked  with  some 
regret.  He  alluded,  not  to  tJie  criticism  passed  on  the  policy  of  Uie 
Government,  but  to  the  insinuation  broadly  made  tliat  the  Bntisli  Govern- 
ment had  not  dirunk  from  availing  itself  of  the  power  of  raising  tbe 
natives  in  various  parts  of  South  Africa  t«  attack  the  Boers.  He  repudi- 
ated this  on  this  ground,  if  on  no  other,  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  whole 
Ealicy  which  tliis  country  had  always  pursued.  From  the  earliest  days  we 
ad  nettled  our  disputes  by  ourselves,  and  had  not  turned  to  tho^e  whom 
we  could  not  trust  in  order  to  get  them  to  attack  our  enemies.  From  the 
quarter  from  which  this  insinuation  proceeded  we  had  the  least  reason  to 
expect  it.  If  it  had  not  )>een  for  the  way  in  which  this  country  undertook 
the  retluction  of  the  Zulu  power  twenty  ve&TB  ago,  the  whole  of  the  Trans- 
vaal would  have  been  overrun  by  the  Zulus.  And  if  at  this  moment  thetn 
was  restlessness  among  the  Baeutos  and  the  Zulus,  it  was  not  on  account  of 
anytiiing  this  country  had  done  or  had  failed  to  do.  It  was  well  known 
that  every  native  race  in  South  Africa  had  found  the  Briton  a  better 
master  and  over-lord  than  the  Boer.  Nothing  had  been  wanting  on  the 
part  of  the  Colonial  Office  or  of  Sir  Alfred  Milner  to  impress  upon  the 
Basutos  and  lioem  that  this  was  a  war  lietween  white  men,  in  which  we 
could  not,  and  would  not,  have  their  aid,  and  to  urge  them  to  keep 
themselves  to  themselves.  We  as  Englishmen,  with  the  loyaJ  colonists  of 
tlie  Queen,  were  ready  to  take  Uie  buamess  on  our  own  shoulders." 

<4)  Hr.  Bryce  on  the  War. 

"  What  Government  would  not  have  armed  to  the  teeth  when  it  hod 
been  assailed  and  nearly  overthrown  by  sudden  invanion !  War  could  have 
been  avoided  l>y_  a  little  more  tact  and  a  juster  estimate  of  what  was  to  be 
gained  by  securing  the  franchise  as  against  tbe  immeasnrable  evils  of  war. 
The  grave.it  difficulties  would  liegin  when  the  war  was  over.  This  war 
struck  him  lut  one  of  the  heaviest  blows  ever  dealt  at  the  principles  which 
ought  to  govern  our  relations  witli  self-governing  colonies. 

<5)  Lord  SidiBbtiry  on  Anglo-American  Relations  and  Spain. 

"  I  may  say  that,  while  I  have  noted,  as  one  ot  the  cheering  ^rmptonis 
of  the  present  lime,  the  happy  relations  which  exist  between  tlie  United 
States  and  ourselves,  and  the  sympathy  with  which  we  watch  tlmr 
approach  to  some  of  the  great  problems  which  we  ourselves  have  had  to 
solve,  that  is  not  to  be  taken  as  implying  that  I  do  not  feel  the  greatest 
sympathy  for  their  late  antagonist,  the  monarchy  of  Spain,  or  that  we  do 
not  entertain  the  greatest  hopes  that  out  of  this  war  a  blessing  shall  have 
grown  up  disguised,  and  that  there  shall  be  an  abundant  growth  of 
civilisation  and  culture  in  tliat  ancient  and  most  interesting  monAfohy." 
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■   6.— Exeter  Br-Election  consequent  on  the  retirement  of  Sir 
Stafford  Northcote  (C.) 

Sir  Edgar  Vincent  (C) 
Mr.  Allan  Bright  (L)  - 

4,030 
3,371- 

-659 

Representatioi 

a  unchanged. 

1892. 
Northcote  (C)      -     -     3,83* 
Dunn  (L)  -     ■     -     -     3,329 

1895. 
Narthcote  (C)      -     - 
Hoftg  (L)    -     -     -     - 

3,857 
3,363 

(1)  Lord  Wolseleyat  the  Authors'  Club  on  the  War. 

(2)  Lord  Aberdeen  at  Scarborough  on  tlie  War. 
„    7.— (3)  Mr.  Brodrick  at  Godalming  on  the  War. 

Freedom  of  Carlisle  presented  to  the  Speaker. 

„  S.^Sir  M.  White-Ridley  at  Dinner  of  Countjr  Brewers' 
Society  on  the  Licen»iing  Commission  and  on 
the  War.     {See  page  578.) 

(4)  Mr.  Bryce  at  Aberdeen  on  the  War. 

Mr.  Ritchie  at  Loughton  on  the  War. 

„    9.— f5)  Lord  Salisbury  at  tlie  Guildhall  {Lord  Mayor's 

Banquet)  on  the  War.     {See  page  581.) 

(6)  The  Lord  Chief  Justice  at  the  Law  Courts  on 
Company  Law. 

(6)  Lord  RnssAll  of  Eillowen  on  Companj'  Law. 

"  Tlie  Le^Rlatnre  has  recognised  tlie  need  for  measiireti  aiineil  in  this 
<lirecCion,  for  id  several  SeHHiatiH  of  Parliament  coiniuittees  uf  the  HoiiHe  of 
I^ioHh  have  lieen  endeavourinR  to  solve  in  tlm  relation  the  ^rulileni  of  liow 
to  prevent,  or  at  leaAt  to  narrow  the  area  of,  fraud,  while  at  the  »ame  time 
not  interferini;  with  the  useful  etficiency  and  operation  of  the  Actu  ileaUnj; 
with  limited  lialiility  coinpanieii.  The  aim  of  any  ^'n(^ll  le^tdation  in  clear 
and  iH  fiiiiple.  It  in  to  enforce  the  rulen  of  common  honexty  as  to  tlie 
promotion  of  companies.  When  appeals  are  made  to  the  public  to  HubHcril>e 
to  the  capital  of  undertakings,  it  ought  to  be  obligatory  to  diwloce  ever; 
fact  known  to  the  proniutem  and  unknown  to  the  t>iiblii'  which  might  affect 
the  mind  of  a  reasonable  ]>er)>on  in  determining  whether  he  wilt  or  will  nut 
subxeribe  to  the  purpanex  of  the  undertaking.  Everything  ought  to  be 
above  board ;  no  eonceahiient,  no  necret  prohto ;  the  partieH,  public  and 
piouioten  alike,  ought  to  deal  with  e<]Qal  information  ax  regardii  the 
carrying  on  of  t>uch  companies.  The  dii'ectoix  ought  to  be  nien  of  inde- 
peudenve,  not  the  ereaturoH  of  promoters,  iiaid  by  prumuterN,  i|ualified  by 
promot«rx,  but  men  bringing  reasonable  .'•kill  and  Knowledge  to  the  matters 
which  they  umlertake,  and,  even  more  important,  indepemlence  of  mind 
and  perfect  honesty  to  their  task.  My  Luiii  Mayor,  in  saying  Ihia  I  am 
not  utteriox  any  uounselii  of  perfection.  I  am  saying  what  the  plajn 
dictates  of  honesty — common  honesty— suggext.  I  hope  that  Parliament 
will  feel  it«elf  immpetent  at  an  early  date  U*  deal  adequately  and  eHiciently 
with  this  subject.'' 
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<l)  ffir  Henry  Fowler  oa  the  War. 

"  Speaking  for  hininelf  aloDe,  he  felt  bonnil  to  t^U  tlieiii  that  be  had 
arrived  at  a  BtroD);;,  a  clear,  and  coiwcieiitiuuB  conviction  that  the  wu  in 
wliieli  this  country  was  at  prenent  engaged  was  a  junt  and  necesiiaij  var. 
He  therefore  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  Nupport  all  meiiHUreii  which  Ibe 
Government  might  propose  for  carrying  on  that  war  vigorooslj'  and 
for  brin>!ing  it  to  an  end  an  B|>eedily  an  poBaibie.  In  tlie  next  place 
he  regarded  the  war  an  a  war  of  defence.  Wliile  negotiations  between 
our  own  Uovemment  and  the  Soutli  African  Republic  were  pending,  aod 
wliile  there  waa  the  possibility  of  an  amicable aettlenient,  war  waKdeclared 
against  tlie  BritiBli  Crown  in  an  ultimatum  which  was  unparalleled  in 
the  annals  of  diplomacy.  Within  a  few  lioDra  of  the  delivery  of  that 
ultimatum  the  Fr«sident  of  the  Soutli  Africau  Republic  and  the  Preu- 
dent  of  the  Orange  Free  State— a  State  with  which  we  had  always 
had  the  most  friendly  relations  and  no  diapnte—joined  together,  and 
thoNe  two  StatcM  invaded  our  territory,  attacking  our  forces  and  plunging 
tlie  Bubjeets  of  the  BritiBli  Crown  into  all  the  horrors  of  war.  Our 
first  duty  was  to  defend  the  dominions  and  the  subjects  of  the  Queen 
from  foreign  attack  ;  hut  the  war  was  also  one  for  the  defence  of  the  wkite 
races  of  South  Africa  and  for  plucin^;  tliem  upon  that  ei|ualily  which  was 
at  present  enjoyed  in  Cape  Colony  and  other  colonies  under  the  control  of 
the  (jueen.  That  was  the  basis,  the  one  unaltered  and  unalterable  cait- 
dition,  on  which  Parliament  sanctioned  the  grant  t«  alt  the  inliabitantit — 
he  emphasised  the  word  '  all  * — of  the  Transvaal  of  self-goverriinenL  He 
had  a  personal  connection  with  that  Parliamentary  sanction  which  entitled 
him  to  speak  [>erliaps  with  a  little  more  conlidence  than  those  who  hiul  not 
that  personal  connection.  After  the  conditions  of  the  settlement  of  1881 
had  been  arranired  a  motion  was  made  in  the  House  of  Commons  by  the 
present  Chancellor  uf  the  Exclieqner  cundeinnint;  that  settlement  and  • 
censuring  the  (iovemment,  of  which  Mr.  tiladstone  was  then  the  head,  fur 
having  asHented  to  it.  The  Government  decided  that  they  would  not  meet 
that  vote  of  censure  by  a  direct  negative,  but  tliey  woulil  move  a  declara- 
tory amendment  setting  up  and  denning  the  policy  of  the  <iovernment,  to 
which  the  House  of  Commons  was  asked  to  assent.  Mr.  Ratbbone  waa 
selected  to  move  the  amendment,  and  he  himself  was  asked  to  second  it. 
He  had  no  doubt  that  that  amendment  was  settled  by  .Mr.  Gladstone  him- 
self. It  declared  the  policy  of  the  {iovemment,  to  which  the  Houite  of 
Commons  was  asked  to  assent,  and  tlie  points  lu  which  it  called  attention 
were  three.  The  words  were — ^(1)  to  guard  the  interests  of  tlie  natives ; 
i'l)  to  provide  for  the  full  liberty  and  eijual  treatment  of  the  entire  white 
population^n  a  contemporaneous  letter  Mr.  Gladstone,  emphasising  this 

S[tllcy,  nsed  the  words  '  No  matter  what  their  origin '  ;  and  (.1)  to  promote 
amiony  and  good  will  among  the  various  races  in  South  Africa.  The 
Honse  of   Commons  carrieil  that  amendment  by  109  votes.     Eveir  one  of 

i  those  conditions  had  been  violated.  We  were  defending  not  onfy  thoee 
conditions,  but  also  the  HUpreniai^y.  the  narainountcy,  the  preil omi nance- 
let  them  call  it  by  wliat  term  they  liked — of  the  Hritish  power  in  South 
C Africa.  I'pon  the  maintenance  of  that  supremacy  depended,  not  only  the 
civil  and  p«ilitica1  freedom  of  the  people  of  South  Afnca  and  the  stability 
iknd  existence  of  the  British  Empire  in  that  country,  but  the  honour  And 
the  intSKTity  of  the  British  Empire  tlirougbout  the  world.  There  could  be 
no  permanent  peace  in  South  AfricA  until  thU  ijuestion  of  supremacy  and 
the  equality  of  the  dillercnt  people  residing  there  wai'  finally  settled. 
Thin  was  the  unilerlying  controversy  which  was   the  key  to  the  whole 
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Nov.  9.— (1)  Sir  Henry  Fowler  at  Wolverhampton  od  the  Ww. 

„  10.— Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach  at  the  Mansion  House  on 
Commercial  Edu( 


Lord  Georg^e  Hamiltoa  at  Acton  on  ttie  War. 

-The  Colston  Banquets  at  Bristol— (2)  Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach  and  Lord  Edmond  Pitzmaurice  on 
the  War. 

(3)  Mr.  George  Wyndham  at  Dover  on  the  conduct  of 

the  War. 

(4)  Lord    Rosebery  ia   Shoreditcb    on    the    Housing 

Que    ■ 


(2)  Sir  H.  HickB-BMdl  on  the  War. 

"  By  this  war  the  Conventions  had  heen  'lestroyed.  Tho«e  to  whom 
tliix  war  wax  most  terrible  and  moat  hateful  must  be  moHt  anxiona  to  guanl 

'  ncc.    Ample  Hecnrity  louat  be  taken  that 

We  niuat  R'ttthlish  pure  and  honest 

government  on  the  basis  of  er]iial  rightH  for  ni'^ii  of  all  bloods.  Subject  to 
that  we  should  give  whatever  nelf -govern nient  niij^t  l>e  powihle,  renieni' 
Iwring  thnt— in  his  belief,  at  any  rate— there  was  no  one  in  any  pari  of 
^uth  Africa  where  white  men  were  eoniiietent  hi  hold  their  own  against 
native  races,  whether  of  English  or  Dutch  blood,  who  woul<l  for  a  moment 
desire  that  that  country  should  be  permanently  governed  from  Downin^- 

(3)  Hr.  Q.  Wjrndluun  on  the  Military  Unprepared nera. 

"  The  responsihililies  for  any  delay  that  lisd  occurred  reste<l  with  the 
4iovernment.  and  not  with  the  War  OHice,  Sir  George  White,  or  Kir 
William  Butler,  whom  they  all  knew  an  commander  at  Dover.  The 
reniHinHibility  reatcl  with  the  (Government,  and  at  the  proper  time  and  in 
the  proper  place  at  Westminster,  when  Parliament  met  again,  he  wan 
i-onvini-ed  that  the  fJovemiuent  would  have  a  story  to  tell  which,  at  any 
rate,  would  demand  the  rea|>ectful  attention  of  those  to  whom  it  wan 
addressed." 

(4)  Lord  Bosebflry  on  the  Housing  (jueation. 

"Well,    I    believe   tliat  If  the  county  of  London  had   the   |>ower  to 

C chase  tracts  of  land,  for  example,  in  Ehscx,  where  much  of  the  land  has 
n  thrown  out  of  cultivation  owing  to  the  agricultural  distress,  that  you 
wontd  have  marched,  not  the  whole  way,  because  you  would  not  have  dealt 
with  tlie  residuum  of  which  I  spoke  earlier,  but  you  would  have  L-one  a 
long  way  to  deal  with  the  large  problem  of  London  habitation.  I  ilo  not 
even  know  why  these  outlying  districts  planted  by  London  in  the  rural 
areas  near  Lonilon  should  not  he  legislatively  anixed  to  the  county  of 
London.  We  have  in  Scotland  counties,  like  Clackmannan  and  Cromarty, 
which  are  scattercil  all  over  the  map  as  if  they  had  been  planted  with  a 
watering  pot.  Why  should  you  not  have  your  outlying  itistrictM  too?  I 
believe  that  some  simple  meaKure  of  tliat  Kind,  which  any  Government 


sobjeot  alwaj's  t .  ,-- „ 

enormou.1,  an  nns|)enkable,  and  an  unlooked-for  iKtoti  to  the  inhabitants  of 
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(1)  Lord  Bosebery  on  Cioniwell. 

"  The  Cromn-ell  of  the  nineteenth  or  tlie  Cromwell  of  the  tventietb 
ccntniy  would  not  be  the  Croniw'ell  of  the  geventeenth  century,  for  grtM 
men  are  coloured  by  tlie  aure  in  wliich  they  live.  He  wonld.  at  any  rate, 
not  l>e  Cromnell  in  hin  extemalB.  He  would  nut  decapitate ;  he  would  not 
rise  in  rcliellion  ;  lie  would  not  8peak  the  Puritan  language.  But  he  wonM 
retain  bin  etwential  qunlilieH  aa  a  general,  as  a  ruler,  as  a  statesman.  He 
would  lie  xtrenuoas,  ne  would  be  Hincere.  He  would  not  compromine  with 
principles.  His  ftuth  would  be  iu  God  and  in  freedom,  and  in  the  influence 
of  Great  Britain  an  promoting,  an  asserting,  both.  In  that  faith  lie  lived, 
by  thiiHC  linex  he  governed,  imjierfectly  no  doubt,  ait  mortals  muKt  be 
imperfect,  but  honeBtly.  In  that  faith,  by  those  principles,  he  lived  and 
governed  and  died.  Sir,  I  hope  that  we,  too,  aji  a  nation  are  animated  in 
our  patriotism  by  uo  lower  an  ideal.  I  speak  of  the  nation  as  a  whole,  for 
I  know  that  there  are  Home  individuals  to  whom  this  theory  is  cant,  and 
the  worst  of  cant.  I  know  it,  and  I  am  sorry  for  them.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  I  believe  that  the  vast  majority  of  our  people  are  innpireil  by  a  Di^er 
creed  ;  that  their  ImperialiHoi,  as  it  ih  railed,  h  not  the  Inut  of  duniinion  or 
the  pri<le  of  power,  bat  rather  the  ideal  of  Oliver  Cromwell.  If  that  be  m>, 
a  statue  more  or  less  matters  little.  So  long  af  his  influence  pervadeti  tlte 
nation,  the  meniorj-  of  Cromwell  is  not  likely  to  sufTer  disparagement  for 
the  wantof  tui  effi^-.  And  even  if  it  were  so.  lie  has  a  surer  memorial  otill. 
for  ever)'  one.  1  thmk — every  one,  at  any  rate,  who  is  worth  anytbing — liai- 
in  bis  heart  of  hearts  a  Pantheon  of  historical  demigods  :  a  nhnnc  of  thoae 
who  are  demigods  for  them  ;  not  even  demigods,  for  they  would  then  be  too 
far  and  too  aloof  from  mankind,  but  a  shrine  in  which  they  consecrate  tbe 
memories  of  the  best  and  noblest  of  bom  men.  In  that  Pantheon  in  nuuiT 
EDgllsh  hearts,  and  those  not  the  worst — whether  the  effigy  of  CToniwell 
be  situateil  outside  or  inside  Parliament  or,  indeed,  invisible  altogether^ 
woulit  be  found  eternally  engraved  the  monument  and  the  meiuoryof  the 
Great  Protector." 

(2)  Lord  Kim1)orl«r  on  the  giving  back  of  the  Transvaal  in  1881. 

"  As  far  as  I  won  concerned,  and  to  a  great  extent  Mr.  Gladstone  also, 
our  reason  was  not,  as  some  people  seem  to  think,  a  mere  sentiment*! 
reaMin.  Onr  reasons  were  that  we  found  ourselves  in  this  iHwition  :  The 
Free  State,  with  President  Brandt  at  iU  heail,  was  very  fnendly,  and  he 
ased  his  utmost  inlluence  with  the  people  of  the  Free  Kt.ite  to  keep  them 
from  joining  the  Transvaal  Republic.  At  last  he  sent  us  this  meK<age  ;  — 
'  1  have  done,  a»  you  know,  my  very  utmost.  I  have  come  to  the  end  of 
niT  tether  :  hut  I  cannot  hold  my  bur>;hers  in  any  more  :  if  you  go  on  vou 
will  liave  the  Free  State  aj^inst  you.'  We  had  a  very  dear  and  plain 
indication  from  the  colony  itself  that  there  was  a  sympathy  there  which 
might  give  rise  to  extreme  and  serious  difficulties,  and  the  conclusion  we 
came  to— whether  it  were  wise  or  not,  and  painful  as  it  was  to  the  last 
degree  for  us  to  make  peace  under  those  circumstances — was  that  we  were 
taking  the  right  course  to  avert  a  calamity  we  saw  impending." 

(3)  Th9  Bishop  of  London  on  Church  anil  State. 

"  .\ltli0UL'b  a  Bishop,  he  was  not  ashamed  to  say  he  was  an  Englishman 
Rrst  and  a  Churchman  in  the  second  J^ace.  The  Church  and  the  State 
listed  of  the  nation  looked  at  from  dinerent  points  of  view.  Tlie  nation 
krdeil  /rum  the  «ec;ular  side  was  the  State,  and  looking  nt  it  fniui  the 
rigious  siile  they  called  it  the  Church,  and  separation  between  the  two 
IS  impossible.  He  had  great  resjiect  for  the  State,  and  he  paKirularly 
disliked  any  antagonuun  lictween  the  Church  and  the  State  being  suppuseil 
to  be  possible.  The  State,  in  bis  view,  owed  onorniously  to  iU>  c<iTiu(>rtion 
with  the  Churi'h.  If  the  State  were  to  cut  Ititelf  adrift  from  the  Chorrli 
altogether,  it  would  drop  a  step  lower  inl«  the  position  of  a  committee  that 
liad  to  discharge  a  formal  duty  and  was  nut  concerned  with  principles. 
Hedid  not  want  to  see  tJie  State  belittled  in  that  manner." 
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Nov.14.— (1)  Lord  Rosebery  at  the  Queen's  Hall  on  Oliver 
Cromwell. 

(2)  Lord  Kimberley  »t  Kewcastle-on-Tyne  on  the  War. 
Sir  Henry  Campbell- Bannerman  at  Manchester. 
Mr.  Bryce  at  Aberdeen  on  the  W»r, 

„  15.— Sir  H.  Carapbell-Bannerman  at  Manchester  on  the 
War,  Temperanee  and  the  Houain;;  Question. 
(See  page  5S7.) 

Mr.  George  Wyndham  at  Dover  on  the  War. 
„  21.— Mr.  Chaplin  at  Billinghay  (Lincolnshire)  on  the  War. 

(3)  The  Bishop  of  London  at  Church  House  on 

Oil  arch  Defence. 

Lord  Ripon  at  Bolton  on  the  War. 
(i)  Mr.  Bryce  at  Aberdeen  on  the  War. 

(4)  Ht.  Bryce  on  tlie  Fnt^ure  of  the  Transvaal  and  the  Orange  Free  Stale. 

"  Meantime,  let  us  abstain  from  accusing  them  {fht  Cape  Dutch),  aa 
nnhappil;  they  have  been  accused,  of  disat^tion  ;  and  let  us  eeek  to 
convey  to  them  tliat  when  tlie  time  comes  for  ordering  tlie  future  relations 
of  the  Trannvaal  and  the  Free  State,  we  eliall  use  uur  victory  with  modera- 
tion Nothing  wilt  do  so  muvli  Uy  appease  the  bitterness  roused  among  the 
colonial  Dulch  a^  the  display  of  a  temperate  and  coneiderate  spirit  in 
dealing  with  the  conquered  republics.  It  is  Ktill  too  soon  tusketcli  out  a 
scheme  fur  the  future  government  of  the  Transvaal— so  much  must  depend 
on  the  turn  which  the  war  may  take.  But  the  Free  State  presents  a  less 
complicated  problem,  for  in  it  there  were  practically  no  uneufranvhised 
UitlattderH.  British  xubjects  were  quickly  admitted  to  the  franchise,  and 
Enstishmen  and  Dutchmen  lived  in  harmony.  Let  us  hope  tiierefore  that 
to  the  Free  SlAte  there  will  be  granted  the  larf^t  possible  autonomy,  and 
that  an  effort  will  be  made,  so  i&r  as  new  conditions  permit,  te  xet  up  again 
a  eovemment  whicii  in  the  past  worked  purely,  smoothly,  and  happily  for 
allits  citizens.  Two  in<licalions  of  the  views  of  the  (Government  as  to  the 
future  have  been  given  us.  The  Cliancellor  of  the  Exchei|uer  propones  to 
make  the  gold  ininen  of  the  Band  bear  nt  least  a  Urt^e  part  of  the  cost  of 
the  war.  It  is  an  excellent  idea,  which  ought  to  receive  a  ^eat  access  of 
Bupport.  From  the  figures  recently  publisbed  regarding  the  increased  yield 
to  be  expecteil  from  the  mines  under  a  lietter  Adiniinstration  more  than 
two  niillions  sterling  a  year  are  given  by  an 

^.— ..... . _»  reneat  the  mil 

of  Britain  in  188-2  can _   _.    ..  _   ....„  .  ._     .  _ 

Kifit  which  ought  to  have  been  Hecureil  tor  Egyptian  purposes  « .. 
nelit  the  bondholders  only.  The  other  look  into  the  future  comes  from 
the  Prime  Minister's  GuiliRiall  s^cli.  It  is  a  perplexing  one,  for  it  han 
been  stated  suh)>eqiiently  that  his  apparently  clear  wordu  did  not  mean 
what  we  underatuod  him  to  say.  However,  the  phrase  has  not  been  with- 
drawn-' What  we  desire  is  equal  rights  for  all  men  of  all  races.'  The  use 
of  these  vague  and  sweeping  phrases  briiiRs  nothing  but  confusion  into  a 
problem  of  the  utmost  diHiculty ;  and  it  helps  to  explain  the  confusion 
which  has  arisen  regarding  the  promise  of  equal  rights  in  the  Transvaal." 
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(1)  Mt.  CliapUiion  the  War. 

"  There  was  r  very  good  old  maxim,  '  Kirat  cahsh  your  liare  uid  then 
cook  liim ' ;  and  although  he  had  ddi  the  slightest  doabt  tliat  tbey  wonld 
pAtch  the  hare  in  South  Africa,  yet  he  niunt,  with  great  respect  to  Mr. 
Bryce  and  others  wlio  thought  with  him,  ilecline  to  enter  upon  any  di*- 
cuKsion  of  this  kind  at  the  present  juncture." 


(2):Mr.  ABqniai  on  the  War. 

"  He  would  not  nay,  as  some  people  did,  that  the  Boers  from  the  fiiHt 
intended  no  coiieeBniona.  The  evidence  did  not  appear  to  warrant  snch  a 
cliarge.  He  tlionght,  however,  that,  whatever  their  original  int«ntioiM 
might  have  been,  it  was  clear  as  time  went  on  that  tliey  began  t«  di^tmat 
our  eincerity.  They  credited  us  with  ulterior  motives.  They  Hnspected  as 
of  design  on  the  iuternal  independence  of  their  republic.  The  apprehension 
he  believed,  was  baseletie.  He  did  not  think  any  respouxible  Htateenian  in 
this  country  had  auy  such  design,  and  so  the  Boera  were  over  and  over 
again  aaanred.  But  diplomacy  waa  poiaoned  and  perished  in  an  atmo^phera 
of  suspicion.  As  soon  as  the  supjtort  of  the  Orange  Free  -State  liod  been 
xecured  tlie  Transvaal  Government  issued  its  nttimatuni.  That  ultimatum, 
to  his  mind,  bore  all  the  signs  of  remarkable  and  elaljorate  preparation.  It 
was  theact,  not  of  an  individual,  but  of  the  Government  of  Pretoria,  and 
it  was  intemled  as  a  formal  statement  to  the  world  of  what  lawyen^  call 
a  caiius  belli.  What,  then,  was  the  caoe  put  forth !  It  was  an  absolute  and 
iinoualified  denial  of  our  right  to  intervene,  even  by  the  nietboilB  of 
diplomatic  remonstrance ;  and  that  denial,  accompanied  as  it  was  ifv 
demands  which  were  known  and  intended  to  be  impossible,  was  followed 
by  an  armed  invnnion  of  BriUsh  territory.  He  dejilored  this  war  as  mnoh 
as  any  man  in  the  breadth  and  length  of  the  Cnited  Kingdom,  bat.  that 
ultimatum  liating  been  issued  and  that  challenge  having  }>een  throwm 
down,  lie  uonceivSl  we  hadnoaltemativebuttotakeitup.  ff  he  were  ask«d 
why  we  were  fighting,  liis  answer  was,  first  of  all  to  repel  an  invasion  of 
British  territory,  next  to  assert  our  rights,  which  were  put  directly  in  issae, 
to  intervene  on  behalf  of  our  fell i)w -subjects,  to  secure  them  lilwrty  aod 
just  treatment  in  a  State  Ut  which  we  granted  self -government,  not  in  tlie 
interest  of  one  man  but  of  the  whole  population,  and  finally  to  secure 
equality  of  rights — nothing  more,  nothing  less— to  the  Dutim  and  tlie 
English  throughout  South  Africa." 


<3)  Lord  Eosebeiy  on  Liberalism. 

"  1  CAnnot  help  always  wishing  well  to  tlie  politicians  with  whom  I  waa 
connected  during  my  public  life,  and  I  am  not  at  all  sure  that  I  do  not  see 
more  clearly  the  future  of  the  party,  from  being  a  mere  onlooker,  Uian  I 
should  if  I  were  snhjected  to  tlie  glare,  the  emotions,  and  the  turbulent 
critieism  of  a  responsible  position  in  connection  wit^  iL  At  any  rate  I 
am  quite  sure  of  this,  ami  tJiis  will  he  echoed.  I  think,  by  everyone  who 


;r  been  connected  with  the  Liberal  party  during  its  past  existence  oi 
/  sensible   man  who  is  hoping  to  he  connected  witli  it  in  its  future, 

1 — 1  — ._  —  ._i_ '---iioBition  in  relati"    ' 

tions  of  all  das 
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by  any  sensible  man  who  is  hoping  to  he  connected  witli  it  in  its  future, 
the  Liberal  party  can  only  ansume  a  commanding  {losition  in  relation  to 
the  conntry  by  awiociiiting  itself  with  the  real  aspirations  of  all  clasiws  <rf 
people  both  within  and  without  these  islands." 
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rov.  21.— Meeting  on  Licensing  Reform  (convened  by  Central 
Temperance  Legislation  Board)  at  Queen's 
Hall. 

„  22.— (1)  Mr.  Chaplin  at  Sleaford  on  the  War. 

Mr.  Ritchie  at  Croydon  on  Trade. 

„  24.— Sir  Henty  Campbell-Bannerman  at  Birmingham  on 
the  War  and  Imperialisn).     (See  page  589.) 

„  25.— (2)  Mr.  Asquitb  at  Asbington  on  the  War. 

(3)  Lord  Rosebery  at  Edinburgh  at  Compliuentary 
Dinner  to  Mr.  J.  B.  Balfour. 

Mr.  Chaplin  et  the  Trocadero  (AsBocUtion  of  Pnblio 
Vaccinators)  on  the  Vaccination  Act. 

„  27.— (4)  Sir  Edward  Grey  at  Alnwick  on  the  War. 


(4)  Sir  Edward  Grey  on  the  War. 

"  It  was  too  early,  however,  to  distiiwi  the  details  of  tlie  settlement ; 
Ite  ^\■a»  not  going  into  llie  question  of  CoiistiliitionB  or  He^^i' :  but  of  thii>  he 
WUH  convinced — that  the  one  cardinal  point  of  Rettletiient  must  he  tijat 
there  must  b«  enuality  aniongot  the  wliite  races  of  South  Africa.  The 
habitable  part  of  South  Africa  wax  one  country,  and  it  niD«t  Htand  or  fall 
together.  Then  there  ninst  be  race  equality  tliroughuut  tliat  country. 
Another  cardinal  point  in  tiie  Hettlement  must  be  tliat  there  Hlionhl  be  such 
a  trancluBe  tbrougliout  Sontli  Africa  that  it  shall  be  certain  that,  whatever 
l>e  their  ConntitutioDs  or  system  of  govemmeDl,  tlie  govemntent  siiall  be 
Mich  UK  correnponda  to  the  numbers,  the  desires,  and  the  nee<U  ot  the 
population  inhabitiiif;  the  counti'y,  of  whatever  race  it  may  be.  Tlie 
h'oveniiiienl,  further,  must  be  such  tliat  never  again  should  it  be  possible 
in  any  part  of  South  Africa  for  a  backward  and  inexperienced  minority  to 
inipoHe  ib<  will  and  nliRolut«  rule  on  a  majority  more  eiili},'htened  than 
itself." 
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(1)  Sir  Edward  Clarke  on  the  Future  of  South  Africa. 

"  He  hoped  that  the  result  of  the  war  would  be  that  tlie  English  S&^ 
would  wave  over  the  whole  of  that  territory.  He  hoped  it  tor  this  reason. 
It  dill  not  very  much  matter  to  any  jiopulation  uuder  what  fonn  of  gDvem- 
inent  they  might  live,  ho  long  an  that  government  was  one  which  i«ecared 
to  inhabitantti  the  peaceful  and  undixturbed  following  of  their  purmiits, 
their  enjoyment  of  the  result  of  tlieir  industry,  and  similarity  of  privilejte 
with  rej^ard  lo  political  right,  tu  whichever  nation  they  belonged.  He 
entertained  a.  strong  opinion  that  if  after  the  war  the  flag  should  be  tlie 


.    .  .„     _ 6  feeling  of  i 

bitterness,  yet  there  would  be  an  acceptance  of  the  result  of  the  wax  and  a, 
willingness  t«  live  under  the  government — the  Brui,  equal,  and  JuHt 
._ .  .^tiigi,  y,jg  iy>iintry  would  provide.     The  question  as  to  tb« 


fntare  of  South  Africa  woalil  rest  nith  the  Government.  It  would  be  for 
them  to  see  by  what  method  they  could  restore  pence  in  South  Africa. 
Beeure  that  there  never  should  in  any  part  of  South  Africa  in  the  future  1>e 
military  preparatinns  which  should  threaten  to  enibarraxs  the  peace  of  thnl 
country,  Hecurealso  the  peoplefroman.\iety  lent  war  should  lireaU  out  again. 
and  secure  among  them  that  there  should  be  equality  of  rights  with  as  little 
raendon  of  supremacy  as  possible.  .  .  .  He  trusted  also  there  would  be 
a  recognition  that  allwithin  thane  <lominions  should  exercise  a  fair  share  of 
influence  in  the  free  government  of  the  country.  Thexe.  he  hope^,  would 
be  the  objects  they  would  try  to  attain.  He  hoped  we  should  mention 
supremacy  as  little  as  possible.  If  after  victory  we  were  going  to  exercise 
authority  and  adminiHter  for  the  1>enelit  of  all,  do  nut  let  us  go  out  of  the 
way  to  desire  an  aaeertion  of  supremacy  and  superiority  which  could  only 
perpetuate  a  dangerous  contn)versy  between  the  two  races  which  in  almoi't 
equal  numbers  occupied  the  country.'' 

(Z)  Ur.  Chamberlain  on  Great  Britain,  Germany  and  the  L'nited  Stat«e. 

"There  is  something  more  which  I  tliinlc  any  far-seeing  EnglUli 
statesman  must  have  long  desired,  and  that  is  that  we  should  not  reiuain 
permanently  isolated  on  the  continent  of  Europe  :  and  I  thinli  that  the 
moment  that  aspiration  was  formed  it  must  have  appeared  evident  to 
everybody  that  the  natural  alliance  is  between  ourselves  anil  the  great 
German  Empire.  We  have  had  our  differences  with  Germany  ;  we  liave 
h»l  our  quarrels  and  contentions  ;  we  have  had  our  misiinderxtandingx.  1 
do  not  conceal  that  the  people  of  this  country  have  been  irritated  and 
justly  irritated  by  circnmstances  which  we  are  onlj-  loo  glad  to  foi^t,  but 
at  the  root  of  things  there  has  always  been  a  force  which  has  necessarily 
brought  us  together.  What  does  unite  nations?  Interest  anil  sentiment. 
What  interest  have  we  which  is  contrary  to  the  interest  of  Germany  ?  We 
have  had.  as  I  said,  differences,  but  they  have  all  been  about  niatiers  so 
petty  asregardstheparticulanneritsof  the  cose  that  they  have  not  really 
formeil  occasiim  for  anything  like  serious  controversy.  These  differences 
have,  under  Lonl  Salisbury's  wise  administration  of  foreign  aifairn,  been 
one  by  one  gradually  renioveil,  until  at  the  jiresent  time  I  cannot  conceive 
any  point  which  can  arise  in  the  immediate  fnture  which  would  bring 
oursclveii  and  the  (iennans  into  antagonism  of  interests.  On  thecontrary, 
I  can  foresee  many  things  in  the  future  which  must  lie  a  cause  of  anxiety  to 
the  statesmen  of  Europe,  but  in  wliicli  our  interests  are  clearly  the  same 
as  the  interests  of  Germany,  and  in  whicli  that  understanding  of  which  I 
have  sjioken  in  the  case  of  America  miglit,  if  extended  to  Germany,  do 
more  ))erhaps  than  any  combination  of  arms  in  order  t<i  preserve  the  peace 
of  the  world." 
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Nov.  28.— Mr  Balfour  at  Dewsbury  on  the  War.     {See  page  586.) 

National  Union  of  Conservative   Associations   &t 
Dewsbury. 

„  29.— Mr.    Chamberlain  at  Leicester  od    the    War.     {See 
page  583.) 

Sir  H.  Fowler  at  Willenhall  on  the  War. 

Sir  Edward  Grey  at  Stockton  on  the  War. 

(1>  Sir  Edward  Clarke  at  the  Constitutional  Club  on 
the  Future  of  South  Africa. 

Mr.  Walter  Long  at  Maldon  on  the  War. 

„  30. — (2)  Mr,  Chamberlain  at  Leicester  on  Foreign  Affairs 
and  on  TTnionism.     {See  aleo  page  593.) 

(3)  Lord  Charles  Beresford  at  the  Hotel  Cecil  on 
Anglo-French  Relations. 


<3)  Lord  Charles  BereBford  on  An^loFrencli  Relations. 

"  It  nonld  be  impossible  for  any  public  man  to  propose  her  Majesty's 
liealth  at  tliis  mornenl  without  saying  sonietliing  with  regard  to  the  attAckn 
that  bad  been  made  by  tlie  Press  of  a  neighbouring'  country.  Tliere  is  aonie 
sort  of  irritation  in  tliis  country  ivith  regard  to  thene  attacks.  But  tlie 
baxinetw  of  public  men  on  all  occ;asions  is  to  try  tit  soothe  irritation — and  I 
say  most  conliilently  that  it  would  he  most  unwise  of  us  in  this  country  to 
allow  our  irritation  to  cause  uh  to  notice  those  attacks  from  a  very  small 
section,  and  I  may  say  a  very  had  section,  of  tliat  Press.  I  am  satisfied 
that  tlie  great  French  nation  have  the  old  cliivalry  at  heart  that  they 
always  haA.  They  view  with  the  same  ilisguat  and  contempt  tltat  we  do 
what  has  been  printed  by  a  few  papers  in  tliat  country." 
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NOTES    AND    FIGURES. 


The    County    Brewers    Society    generally 

The  Tbhper.oice      manage  to  get  a  Tory  Cabinet  Minister  to  be 

QUKSTION.  their  chief    speaker  at  their  annual   meetinfC- 

Last  year   it   was   Sir   Michael    Hicks-fieach, 

irho,  on  that  occasion  told  them  bow  prosperous  they  were  and  how 

easily  their  taxation  fell  upon  them.     This  year  it  is  Sir  Matthew 

White  Ridley  who  tells  them  (on  November  8th)  that  they  really  need 

not  be  afraid  that  a  Tory  Government  was  goin);  to  be  in  a  hurry  to 

legislate.     Hero  are  the  Home  Secretary's  words  : — 

"  He  would  be  n  bold  man  if  he  attempted  to  say  aujthing  to  them  upon 
the  rsBults  of  the  Liceuaing  CommiRsion.  It  wka,  of  counte,  his  duty  to 
atudy  their  report,  but  he  wiu  bound  to  say  that  it  did  not  appiear  to  him  b> 
be  overwhelDiingly  in  fnvour  of  immediate  lagialation.  He  would  be  a  very 
adventurous  man  who,  as  a  result  of  that  Commisuion,  said  it  would  be  the 
duty  of  any  Government  to  hurry  on  immediate  legislation  with  regard  to 
the  licensing  question.  No  ono  would  deny  the  Bubstantial  fact  that  it  iraa 
the  duty  of  any  Government  desirous  of  improving  the  conditions  of  tfas 
people  to  do  all  they  could  to  remedy  the  evils  which  all  of  tbem  admitted 
to  exist.  The  general  principles  were  agreed  upon,  but,  with  all  the  details 
upon  which  they  would  have  to  fight  in  the  House  of  Commons  and  in  the 
constituencies,  with  all  the  most  argumentative  and  conCeutious  [loiata  at 
the  subject  left  undecided,  it  seemed  to  him  it  would  be  judicious  for  the 
Government  to  hesitate  before  they  atteiupted  to  deal  with  the  matters 
involved  in  a  hurry.  He  should  be  the  last  to  wish  to  underrate  the  work 
of  the  Licensing  Commission,  and,  if  it  came  within  the  province  of  the 
present  Government  to  deal  with  the  matter,  he  hoped  they  would  find  that, 
as  the  Chiuicellor  of  the  Exchequer  said  last  year,  it  would  be  dealt  with  in 
a  judicious  and  impartial  spirit  and  with  the  sole  view  of  doing  that  which 
appeared  to  be  necessary  without  damping  the  legitimate  industries  and 
trades  of  the  country." 

This  ia  only  an  elaborate  way  of  saying  that  the  brewers  may  contlnae 
safely  to  support  the  Tory  party,  despite  the  Repoi'ta  of  the  Licensing 
Commission  appointed  by  this  Tory  Government.  The  policy  <^ 
"judicious  hesitation"  in  touching  vested  interests  is  an  inteUigitJe 
one  for  the  Tory  party  to  adopt,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  in  this 
particular  case  it  can  tie  said  to  be  an  honest  one.  For  we  cannot 
help  remembering  the  record  of  this  Government  on  this  point :  — 

(1)  In  1894  Mr.  Chamberlain  promulgated  the  Social  Frogrammfc 
One  plank  of  this  was  Temperance  Reform.  In  the  speech  at  Bir- 
mingham (on  October  11th,  1894)  in  which  the  Social  Programme  was 
explained  Mr.  Chamberlain  said  : — 

"  I  am  still  inclined  to  sny  that  the  moit  nrgftU  social  reform  which  am 
be  submitted  to  us  is  a  reform  in  connection  with  the  promotion  of  tem- 


(2)  This  programme  was  subsequently  approved  by  Lord  Salisbury, 
who  wrote  (on  January  14th,  1895) : — 

"1  have  expressed  more  than  once  ray  /iiU  aj^mmU  of  the  prindplM 
involved  in  Hr.  Chamberlain's  proposals." 


)  by  Google 


D««nil«r,  1889.)  THB   LtBKEAL    HAGAZtKE.  579 

(3)  The  Oovemment  redeem  their  pledge  to  legislate  by  asking  a 
Commission  to  tell  them  if  there  is  any  need  for  legislation  and,  if  so, 
wliat  that  legislation  ought  to  be. 

(4)  The  Commission  present  two  different  reports,  yet  agree  on  a 
large  number  of  recommendations. 

(5)  Now  the  Home  Secretary  tells  us  that  the  subject  is  too 
difficult  and  controversial  for  a  Government  with  only  130  majority  to 
tackle,  and  that  it  will  be  "  judicious  "  of  them  to  "  hesitate." 


As  we  have  said,   everybody  understands 

Sir  H.  the    reason    which    dictates    this    "judicious 

Campbbll-Bankbrhan  hesitation."     Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman, 

AND  Tbhperanck.      speaking  at  Birmingham  on  November  24th, 

"  I  confess  that  I  was  sorry  to  see  a  short  time  ttfto  that  the  Home 
Secretary  disavowed  any  intention  of  legislating  ufion  ttiis  subject  nt  all. 
Here  again  there  has  been,  as  you  know,  a  full  miguiry,  and  we  have  now 
before  us  two  reports,  agreeinK  upon  many  particulars  of  their  recom- 
mendatioDS.  The  Oovemment  might,  at  least,  have  introduced  a  measure 
embodjing  all  those  recommendations  upon  which  the  whole  Commigsion 
waa  agreed,  and  although  this  would  have  fallen  greatly  short,  I  may  say 
infinitely  short,  of  what  some  of  us  desire,  still  it  would  have  been  cnpcible 
of  effecting  some  improvement.  I  spoke  upon  this  subject  last  week,  and 
the  gist  and  intention  of  what  I  had  to  saj  was  this— that,  looking  at  it 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  licensing  reformer  and  those  who  are  seriously 
desirous  of  grappling  in  an  earnest  way  with  this  great  evil,  the  time  had 
come  for  doing  something,  and  that  it  was  bettor  to  do  the  something 
earnestly  and  soon  rather  than  wait  for  the  everything  which  might  be 
indefinitely  delayed.  You  know  quite  well  that  the  great  impediment  and 
stumbling-block  in  the  way  of  that  which  is  the  most  urgent  point  of  all — 
namely,  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  public-houses — the  impediment  in 
the  way  hss  been  the  question  of  compensation.  The  absolute  legal  right  to 
compensation   on  the  part  of  the  licence-holder  who  loses  his  licence  by 

Eublic  auction,  the  absolute  leral  right,  which,  if  it  were  established,  wuuld 
ave  to  be  satintied  out  of  public  funds,  is,  in  my  opinion,  impossible  to  be 
maintained.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  an  undoubted  hardship  nhen  a 
Ucence  is  taken  in  the  public  interest,  and  why  should  this  hardship  not  be 
soft«ned  by  a  substantial  petiod  of  respite,  and  nlmt  by  some  pecuniary 
consideration  levied  upon  the  licences  which  remain,  wliich  are  necessarily 
enhanced  in  value  by  the  change  1  But  the  great  matter  is  that  something 
should  be  done,  and  that  quickly,  and  that  in  the  purpime  which  I  strongly 
commend  to  the  Lil>eTal  party  throughout  the  country." 

As  to  the  points  on  which  the  Committee  were  agreed,  we  have  already 
summarised  them  in  the  Magazine  for  August  (at  page  401).  Here  is 
a  shorter  summary  from  the  J)aily  Jfews  :— 

(1)  The  Welsh  Sunday  Closing  Act  to  be  extended  to  Monmouthshire. 

(2)  Sale  on  Sundays  to  be  reetricted  to  two  hours  at  mid-day  and  two  in 
the  evening. 
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(3)  All  licences  to  raiuira  con6rniatioa  by  full  bench,  and  sale  o(  liqiM 
in  thestrea  and  on  pasaengar  vetsels  to  be  subject  to  full  control  of  lioemiq 
suthoritj'. 

(4)  QualiBcAtion  of  a  traveller  to  be  extended  from  three  to  six  n 
and  the  serving  of  such  customers  to  be  permitted  only  at  a  limited  numb* 
of  houses  and  at  specified  hours.  I 

(5)  Sale  of  liquor  to  children  under  sixteen  to  be  prohibited  entirety,  asm 
Bender  tiao  to  be  litible  to  a  fine.  | 

(6)  Inquests  and  revisinj;  barristora'  courts  on  licensed  premises  to  ba 
prohibited. 

(7)  Magistrates'  clerks  and  inembers  of  watch  committees  to  be  subject 
to  the  name  disqualification  (as  regards  pecuniary  interests  in  the  "trade  "' 


(9)  Power  of  arrest  for  simple  drunkenness. 

(10)  Shifting  on  tu  the  publican   the   onus   of   rebutting   a   charge    of 
permitting  drunkenness. 

(11)  Serving  of  habitual  drunkards,  aftor  notification,  to  be  a  finable 
offence. 

(12)  Repeated  applicntions  for  licences  should  be  prevented. 

(13)  Temporary  transfers  should   be  abolished,  and  transferrers  should 
attend  for  examination. 

(14)  The  police  to  be  provided  with  legal  assistance  in  proceedings  nnder 
the  licensing  laws. 

In  his  Manchester  speech  (November  15th)  Sir  Henry  Campbell- 
Bannerman  declared  that  he  found  in  Lord  Peel's  report  "  a  series  of 
suggestions  both  effective  and  equitable"  and  made  a  strong  appeal 
for  doing  something  practical  and  effective  : — 

"  Now,  I  wish  to  say  plainly  and  fairly  that,  having  given  the  best 
attention  I  can  to  that  report,  I  am  satisfied  Chat  in  Lord  Peel's  propoaolH 
the  friends  of  temperance  have  a  code  of  reform  which  may  be  rightly 
adopted  as  meeting  the  immediate  necessities  of  the  case.  And  in  saying 
this,  I  take  upon  myself  to  intke  an  appeal  to  those  stalwart  upholdere  of 
licensing  reform,  to  those  men  who  with  much  effort  and  sacrifice,  with  toil 
and  storm,  have  advanced  the  cause  of  direct  popular  control — to  appeal  to 
them,  not  to  accept  any  compromise — 1  won't  ask  them  to  do  so — and  not  to 
renounce  any  principle,  but  to  view  with  favour  a  scheme  which  would 
undoubtodly  work  immense  good  immediately,  and  which  would  pave  the 
way  for  efi'ecting  in  after  years  those  further  and  more  complete  refurmn 
which  they  have  at  heart.  Now  I  foel  1  have  some  justification  for,  and 
Bonie  right  to  make  this,  appeal,  because  throughout  a  long  Parliamentary 
career  1  have  uniformly,  by  voice  and  vote,  supported  every  pmpoeal, 
whether  in  the  form  of  Permissive  Bill,  or  Local  Option,  or  I^ocal  Veto,  or 
whatever  it  may  be,  which  had  the  effect  of  placing  the  contml  of  a  matter 
which  comes  so  near  to  the  lives  and  the  domestic  happiness  of  men  sad 
women  exclusively  in  those  who  are  immediately  concerned." 
Authorised  edition.s  of  both  of  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannorman's 
speeches  -at  Manchester  and  Birmingham— have  bflen  prepared  by  the 
Lilieral  Publication  Department,  price  one  penny  each  (post  free,  IJd.) 
or  the  two  speeches,  post  free,  for  2jd. 
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As  was  natural  (and  indeed  inevituble)  the 

XjOkd  Salisbury       greater  portion  of  Lord  Salisbury's  speech  at 

ON  THE  War.         the  Guildhall  this  year  was  concerned  with  the 

war   in  tho   Transvaal.     On  account  of  their 

importance  we  give  his  words  practically  in  full : — 

UuB  Military  Un prep arbdn ess. 

"  There  ia  a  feeling,  which  has  been  enpresaed  two  or  three  timoH,  that 

the  want  of  troops,  which  has  existed  and  which  is  being  rapidly  supplied,  is 

in  Bome  way  due  to  the  action  or  want  of  action  of  the  Government  at  home. 

But  in  respect  of  that  we  have  had  two  voices  by  which  to  be  tjuided.    About 

two  months  agu — I  do  nut  think  it  was  more,  but  two  or  three  monthR  ago  — 

we   were  told   bj  the  most  authoritative   voice  outside   the   ranks  of   her 

Majesty's  Government  that  there  was  no  occasion  for  milirary  preparations. 

Since  that  time  we  have  been  blamed  because  ihere  were  not  more  military 

preparations.     But  I  think  that,  if  you  will  look  at  the  matter  closely,   you 

will  see  that  neither  one  criticisiu  nor  the  other   was  at  all  relevant  to  the 

«vent)i  which  have  taken  place.     It  is  often  said,  especially  abroad,   that  we 

are  a  strong  nation  attacking  a  weak  one.     But  so  long  as  the  principal  part 

>'f  ourforcea  is  separated  by  an  intervnl  of  five  or  six  weeks  frora  the  Geld  of 

their  action,  it  would  be  rather  more  true  Co  say  that  we  were  a  weak  nation 

fighting  with  a  strong  one.     The  elements  of  distance  and  time  are  vital 

and  essential  in  this  matter.     It  would  have  been  to  do  purpose  if,  as  some 

Ht.  we  had  issued  a  proclamation  calUng  out  the  Reserves  some  weeks 

r  in  the  year. 

The  Cavsb  of  the  War. 
''What  was  the  cause  of  the  war  and  of  the  ultimatum?  It  was  not 
caused  by  any  demand  that  we  made.  Tt  so  happened  that  at  the  moment  the 
ultimatum  was  issued  we  had  withdrawn  our  demands,  and  there  was  none 
before  the  Transvaal  Government.  It  was  because  we  hsd  taken  measures 
to  increase  the  amount  of  our  forces  in  that  part  of  her  Majesty's  dominions. 
But  if  that  had  been  done  a  mouth  or  two  months  sooner  exactly  the  same 
result  would  have  taken  place.  The  moment  that  you  showed  signs  of 
raising  your  forces  in  that  part  of  her  Majesty's  dominions  to  an  equaUty 
with  the  forces  opposed  to  them  the  ultiniatum  would  have  been  issued  and 
the  war  would  have  been  begun.  It  in  idle,  therefore,  to  say  that  from  that 
cause  or  from  any  delay  there  was  a  want  in  the  requisite  military  preparations. 
The  evil  dates  further  back.  It  dates  from  those  unfortunate  arrangements  of 
1881  and  1884.  Under  those  arrangements,  by  which  we  deliberately 
permitted  a  community  that  was  obviously  hoatile,  to  enjoy  an  unbounded 
and  unlimited  right  of  accumulating  the  munitions  of  war  to  be  used  against 
ourselres,  year  after  year  that  accumulation  of  munitions  of  war  was  made. 
By  their  very  nature  they  could  only  have  been  directed  against  us,  -nd, 
hampered  by  thiise  arrangements,  it  was  impossible  that  we  sliuuld  avoid  the 
interval  of  trial  and  daciger  which  necessarily  intervened  between  the  moment 
when  war  was  declared,  and  the  moment  when  our  forces  to  accept  the  contest 
could  appear  on  the  field.  It  in,  therefore,  wholly  irrelevant  to  attribute  to 
that  circumstance  the  length  of  time  which  has  elapsed  and  the  difficulty 

with  which  the  preparations  have  been  accomplished 

Co^TI^ENTAL  Views  oh  thb  War. 
"  With  regard  tc  the  future  I  shall  not  dare  to  say  anything  except  to 
deprecate  some  very  strant;e  nssertions  which  I  see  occasionally  in  the 
Continental  press.  I  saw  it  stated  the  other  day.  not  by  a  chance  writer, 
but  by  a  man  who  had  been  a  member  of  a  French  Government,  that  this 
uar  had  for  its  object  the  gratification  of  the  lusts  of  greedy  lords  who  desire 
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to  ahftre  in  th«  participation  among  themseWeit  of  the  gold  and  di»nionds  of 
the  TnDBVul.  I  beg  to  Meure  that  gentleraui  that  the  Cabinet  have  not 
had  one  farthing  either  from  the  TnuiBvaiil  or  any  other  gold  field.  There 
is  Yukon,  about  which  there  can  ba  no  contest.  If  there  had  been  any 
ohance  of  our  gaining  any  advantage  from  gold  fields  Yukon  should  not  have 
yielded  nothing,  but  I  appeal  to  my  noble  friend  who  is  by  my  side  (Lord  G. 
Hamilton)  to  say  whether  the  Cabinet  have  had  one  farthing  from  thoae 
Gelds.  I  would  go  further,  and  say  that  England  as  a  whole  would  have  no 
advantage  from  the  ptwiesaion  of  gold  mines,  except  ao  far  as  her  Govern- 
ment conferred  the  blessings  of  good  govamment  upon  those  who  had  the 
Erosecution  of  that  industry.  Every  industry  that  is  prosecuted  nuccesafully 
reeds  coramerca.  All  commerce  that  is  produced  is  to  the  advantage  of 
England,  and  all  industries  and  all  commerce  flourish  better  under  that  good 
government  which  she  furnishes  than  under  any  regimen  in  the  world.  But 
that  is  the  limit  of  our  interest.  fVe  Ktk  tut  giild  fiddt.  Wr  >ul:  no  terrUoty. 
What  \oe  liesirt  in  eqiuU  ri-ihti,  for  <d\  mni  o/ntt  races  and  Kcirity  for  our 
feUoKi-ttAjtcti  and  for  the  jKmpire.  1  will  not  ask  by  what  means  thoae 
resulU  are  to  be  obtained  The  hour  for  asking  that  has  not  yet  come.  But 
those  are  the  objects,  those  are  the  only  objects,  that  we  seek,  and  we  do  not 
allow  any  other  considerations  to  croes  our  path. 
FouBiQN  Intbrfbkbncb. 
"  I  have  seen  it  su^featod— it  seems  to  be  a  wild  suggestion— that  other 
foreign  Powers  will  interfere  in  this  conflict  and  will,  in  some  form  or  other, 
dictate  to  thoae  who  are  concerned  in  it  what  its  upshot  should  be.  Do  not 
let  any  man  think  that  it  is  in  that  fashion  that  the  conflict  will  be  concluded. 
We  shall  have  to  csrry  it  through  ourselves.  The  interference  of  nobody 
else  will  have  any  efiect  upon  it— in  the  first  place,  because  we  should  not 
accept  of  an  interference  by  anybody  ;  and.  in  the  second  place,  beoiuse  I 
am  convinced  that  no  such  idea  is  present  to  the  mind  of  any  Government  in 
the  world.  Within  my  recollection  there  have  been  some  five  or  six  great 
wars  involving  at  their  close  some  Rreat  territorial  modification,  but,  exce|)t  as 
provided  by  treaties  in  no  one  of  those  wsrs  has  any  third  nation  ventured 
to  interfere  with  the  combatants,  in  no  one  of  those  wars  has  any  nation 
claimed  the  rii^ht  to  determine  what  the  issue  of  the  contest  or  its  t«rms 
should  be.  They  do  not  claim  that  right,  because  it  is  not  according  t" 
iDternational  law  that  they  should  possess  it.  Therefore  such  dreams  as 
that  should  be  set  aside.  It  is  not  in  that  direction  that  we  should  look. 
Whenever  we  are  victorious  we  shall  consult  the  vast  interests  which  ne 
committed  to  our  care.  We  shall  consult  the  vast  duties  which  it  lies  upon 
UB  to  perform,  and,  taking  counsel  of  the  uniform  traditions  of  our  Colonial 
Government  and  of  the  moderation  and  equal  justice  to  all  races  of  men 
which  it  ha.-<  been  our  uniform  practice  to  observe,  I  have  no  dimbt  that  we 
shall  GO  arrange  that  the  issue  of  this  conflict  will  confer  good  govemmeot 
upon  the  area  where  it  rages,  and  will  give  a  security  that  is  sorely  needed 
for  the  future  from  the  recurrence  of  such  dangers,  from  the  necessity  of  anr 
soch  exertions,  and  the  resti)ration  of  peace  and  civilisation  to  that  porti<in 
of  the  world. " 

Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurice  alluded  to  this  speech  at  Bristol  oo 
November  13th,  and  his  allusion  evoked  a  letter  to  the  Prwss  from 
I-ord  Salisbury,  who,  after  complaining  of  '■  misquotation  "  and  giving 
a  passage  from  the  Guildhall  speech,  said  :— 

"The  foUovring  is  Lord  Edmond's  rendering  of  this  passage  : — 
*He  hoped  that  when  Lord  aftlisburv  B»id  "  we  have  not  irone  to  South  Africa  lo 
■'' temt-iries.  to  obtain  goldfielda,  or  to  dictate  humiliating  leraa  of  peacr,- 
thP  mmrf  „f  I,;.  i2„... ,„t  j„d  bis  party.' 
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"  I  do  not  ninh  to  diacuaB  the  itmngements  vhich,  under  circumstaDCM 
that  are  jet  in  the  future,  the  Government  niaj  think  denintble  ;  but  onlj 
to  enter  a  protest  Against  anyone  asBuming  that  the  quotation  which  Lord 
Esmond  is  reported  to  have  made  was  a  correct  rcproHentation  oF  mj  apeecb." 

It  need  onlj  be  said  that  the  quotation  marks  in  Lord  Edmoad'a 
speech  were  (necessarily)  inserted  by  the  reporter,  that  Lord  Edmoud 
oaly  purported,  therefore,  to  aummarise  Lord  Salisbury,  and  thut  it  is 
very  difficult  to  see  where  Lord  Salisbui?  had  any  cause  of  complaint. 


Mr.  Chamberlain  made  an  important  speech 

KIr.  Chambbrlain      at  Leicester,  on  November  29th,  on  the  war. 

ON  THB  War.  It    was  a   long   and   interesting  speech,  and 

there  are  three  pass^;es  in    particular  which 

Reem  to  us  ought  to  be  put  on  record  : — 

(I)  The  Retkocession  op  thb  Transvaal  in  1681. 
"Now,  in  a  few  words,  let  me  remind  you  of  our  relations  with  the 
Transvaal.  They  began,  for  our  present  purpose,  in  1881,  when  the  first 
Convention  was  made.  I  read  the  other  day  a  sjieech  of  Lord  Kimbertey, 
in  which  he  spoke  with  great  courtesy  and  kindness  of  myself.  Of  course, 
I  desire  to  acknowledge  his  friendly  tone,  but  I  differ  from  some  of  his  cim- 
clusions,  and  I  tliink  it  right  Co  make  that  apparent.  Lord  Kimberley  spoke 
uf  the  facts,  and,  of  course,  he  was  accurate  so  far  as  he  confined  himself  to 
the  facta,  bub  when  he  speaks  of  the  motives  of  himself  and  his  colleagues, 
he  w»8  only  entitled  to  apeak  for  himself.  Many  of  them  are  dead  ;  one  oc 
two  stiU  remain.  I  think,  speaking  for  myself  as  I  believe  I  may  for  others, 
tliat  Lord  Kimlierley  has  at  all  events  mistaken  the  motives  which  led  us  in 
1881  to  consent  to  the  Convention.  He  says  it  was  the  fear  that  the  Orange 
Free  State  and  the  Cape  Boers  would  join  the  con6ict.  That  seems  to  me  to 
be  in  itself  improbable.  We  were  told  by  our  military  advisers  that  we  had 
the  Boera  in  the  hollow  of  our  hands.  The  next  battle  would  have  been,  as 
we  believed,  a  complete  defeat  of  the  Boers,  And  after  that  defeat  it  is 
wholly  improbable  that  either  the  Oriinge  Free  State  or  the  Cape  Dutch 
would  have  taken  up  what  was  already  a  lost  cause.  No,  tiiat  was  not  our 
reason.  ()ur  reason  was  that  the  Transvaal  had  been  annexed  under  an 
evident  misapprehension.  It  had  been  taken  by  Lord  BeaconstieM  on 
infonuation  conveyed  to  his  Gtivemment  that  the  imijority  of  the  Boers 
were  themselves  desirous  of  the  annexation.  It  was  proved  afterwards  that  that 
was  not  tlie  case.  We  thought,  wrongly  or  rightly,  that  under  these  oircum- 
Htances  tlie  siiuexatiiin  should  be  cancelled  provided  we  could  get  conditions 
which  would  secure  our  rights  and  secure  the  rights  of  British  stibjectB.  And, 
accfirdingly,  when  the  Boers  oipressed  their  willinuness  to  assent  to  these 
conditions,  we  did  not  think  it  was  the  duty  of  a  Christian  country  to  prose- 
cute a  war  for  which  they  had  no  longer  a  policy  of  justification,  nut  a 
policy  of  revenge.  That,  at  all  events,  was  the  view  of  the 
case  which  influenced  me,  and  which,  as  I  believe,  influenced  the  Duke 
of  Devonshire  and  many  other  distinguished  members  of  the  Adininia- 
tiation.  We  thought  at  that  time  that  the  Boors,  partly  from  gratitude  and 
partly  from  Belf-int«rest,  would  observe  the  conditions  to  which  they 
assented.  We  were  egregiously  mistaken.  I  am  free  to  admit  that  if  we 
had  it  to  do  all  over  i^ain,  I  doubt  whether  any  of  ns,  whether  Lord 
Kimberley  himself,  would  pursue  the  same  course." 

D.D.t.zea  by  Google 


584  TBB   LIBERAL  UAGAZIHK. 

(2)  OuE  MiUTAEV  Uhfkbparedkeiu  at  the  Oiitbmeak  or  War. 
"  Now  that  it  haa  broken  out,  a  new  charge  is  launched  against  us,  and 
the  channel,  the  spokeBmBn,  of  that  chnrKe  ia  Sir  Henry  Campbell- 
BannemiMi.  <i(  all  others  the  lost  Co  make  it.  I  cunfeHA  that  his  actiuD  in 
this  particular— I  was  going  to  say  it  was  audacious — but  I  will  say  it  was 
unexpected.  He  denouncei  aa  now  because  we  did  not  send  50,000  troops 
iu  time  to  be  in  South  Africa  for  (he  outbreak  of  the  war.  Well,  we  kuuw 
HOW,  on  their  own  authority,  that  the  Boers  had  the  ultimatum  ready  for 
weeks,  poasibly  even  for  months,  before  it  was  presented.  It  was  only  kept 
back  by  President  Kruger's  eicesE  of  caution.  Thnt  being  so,  what  would 
have  been  the  effect  of  announcing  earlier  the  despatch  of  a  (jreab  body  nf 
troops,  of  50,000  men,  in  the  middle  of  the  negotiations  I  Is  it  not  certain 
the  only  result  would  have  been  to  precipitate  the  crisis  and  to  cause  the 
ultimatum  to  be  delivered  so  many  weeks  earlier!  But,  puttiug  that  aside, 
when  should  we  have  sent  these  forces  !  Supposing  the  war  had  broken 
out  only  at  the  time  it  actually  broke  out,  on  October  6th,  we  should  have 
had  to  give  notice  calling  out  thu  Reserves,  suminoniug  Parliament  together, 
asking  for  ten  milli<ins  of  money  for  the  fifty  thousand  troops,  and  for  the 
calling  out  of  the  Militia — we  should  have  had  to  give  notice  of  all  that  in 
the  month  of  July.  Had  we  at  that  time  any  justification  which  we  could 
have  laid  before  Parliament  and  the  nation  which  would  have  justitied 
them  in  giving  us  those  extraordinary  powers  in  the  middle  of  what  wer« 
still  willed  friendly  negotiations  (  Why,  Sir,  what  would  tile  leader 
of  the  Opposition  have  said  I  From  the  beginning  to  the  end  he 
accused  us  of  sending  unnecessarily  even  the  reinforcements  which  we 
forwarded  from  time  to  tinie  in  order  to  bring  up  the  existing  garrison  to  itn 
full  strength.  Three  days  before  the  ultimatum  was  delivered,  on  October 
•Ird,  he  made  <k  speech  in  which  he  repeated  this  opinion,  and  ho  complained 
of  US  for  our  provocative  and  unnecessary  action  in  sending  those  reinforce- 
ments to  Matal,  although  he  knew  we  wore  doins  it  :it  the  urgent  and 
pre.°stng  summons  of  our  own  colonies  in  order  that  something  like  n 
defrnsive  force  might  be  present  within  their  own  borders.  And  yet — 
though  it  we  had  followed  his  pernicious  advice  we  sh<'uhl  only  have  hod  ten 
thousand  men  in  Africa  at  the  time  the  war  broke  out,  and  If  we  had  taken 
his  view  we  should  have  been  swept  from  our  positions  before  the  reinforce- 
ments could  have  arrived--he  has  now  the  face  to  go  down  to  Birminglvtm 
and  to  tell  the  people  of  Blrniingliam  thnt  the  TiovenimenC  ia  to  blame 
because  they  did  not  send  out  vixty-three  thousand  men  in  the  month  of 
July.  Ah  !  but  he  is  prepared  to  pin  us — he  is  logical  if  nothing  elue — here 
is  an  unanswerable  dilemma.  Either,  he  says,  you,  the  Government,  did 
not  believe  in  war,  iu  which  case  you  ought  not  to  have  sent  any  troops  at 
all,  or  else  you  knew  it  was  inevitable  and.  wicked  people,  you  ought  in  that 
case  to  have  sent  sixty-three  thousand  men.  Well,  d<ies  he  really  think  that 
we  are  so  innocent  that  we  are  to  be  pinned  on  one  of  thu  two  horns  of  hi> 
preciouB  dilenmia,  which  does  not  in  the  least  represent  the  real  situation  1 
What  sre  the  facts  known  to  all  at  the  time  of  which  he  is  speaking  ?  Why, 
Sir,  in  the  hrst  place  we  hoped,  as  I  have  said,  up  to  the  lust  moment  for 
peace.  We  were  striving  for  |)eoce,  and  under  these  circumstances  we  did 
not  think  it  right  to  give  notice  of  an  army  corps  which  would  have  brought 
the  negotiations  to  an  InnnediaCe  end,  even  if  it  had  not  provoked  th« 
ultimatum.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  although  wo  did  not  know  that  war  was 
certain,  we  knew  it  was  possible,  and  accordingly  were  gradually  and  cautiously 
— in  defiance  of  the  advice  of  Sir  Henry  OampbelT-flanneTman — we  were 
gradually  and  cautiously  sending  troops  to  Natal  as  fast  as  we  could  send 
them  in  order  to  raise  the  Htrcnjjth  of  the  garrison  Bufttciently  to  form  a 
defensive   force   which,  at  all  events,    we   believed,    would    be   capable   of 
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hulding  the  Boers  back  from  the  vital  points  in  the  colony  until  such  time 
aa  reinforce  men  IB  would  arrive.  That  wns  whiit  we  hopad  to  do.  That  was 
whnt  we  strove  to  do.  Whether  we  did  it  time  »lone  can  aliow  ;  but.  at  hU 
events,  we  know  that  if  we  had  taken  any  other  course  the  country  would 
not,  with  the  knowledge  at  ittt  dispoial,  have  supiMirCed  ua.  and  the  hrst  man 
to  denounce  us  would  have  been  Sir  Henty  Cauipbell-Bannernian.  But, 
ladiea  and  gentlemen,  let  me  say  one  word  more  upon  this  contentiou, 
because  it  is  very  important  in  view,  not  only  of  the  present  war,  but  of 
other  difficulties  in  which  we  may  be  engaged.  What  is  the  proposition 
'which  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  now  iHya  down  1  It  in  that  any  Govern- 
ment which  engages  in  neguti^tiona  which  are  intended  to  he  friendly,  and 
^hich  it  is  ho]i«d  wiD  have  an  amicable  result— that  any  Power  is  biiund  to 
provide  before  it  enters  upon  those  negotiations  n  suttieient  force  to  take  the 
offensive  in  every  country  which  may  by  possibility  be  attacked  by  the  other 
party.  Now,  will  you  consider  the  consequencea.  Here  are  we  with  a 
wide-world  empire,  with  interests  in  every  aea,  on  every  continent.  There 
IS  not  a  year  passes  in  which  we  have  not  several  of  these  negotiations  going 
on,  often  at  the  same  time  and  with  different  nations.  Now  it  is  with 
Russia,  then  it  is  with  France ;  now  it  is  with  Germany,  it  may  be  with 
America  ;  but  in  every  case  if  we  are  to  suve  ourselves— I  do  not  know 
whether  it  is  worth  while^if  we  are  to  save  ourselves  from  the  blame  of  Sir 
Henry  Campbell-Bannei'man,  before  we  enter  upon  these  negotiations  we 
must  call  out  all  our  Reservists  and  all  our  Militia.  Even  then  I  doubt 
whether  wo  should  be  strong  enough  to  carry  out  his  views,  and  probably  we 
should  have  in  such  a  case  to  resort  to  conscription,  and  even  in  that  case 
the  policy  would  l>e  extremely  dangerous,  and  would  lead  to  a  greater  num- 
ber of  wars  than  it  ever  prevented." 

(3)  The  Future  of  South  Africa. 
''I  agree  with  Mr.  Balfour  that  it  is  altogether  premature  to  discuss 
details  of  a  settlement.  I  do  not  like  to  divide  the  skin  before  we  have 
caught  th«  Iwar,  but  there  are  certain  broad  principles  on  which  I  believe 
this  country  h:is  made  up  its  mind,  and  which  1  am  certain  will  govern  the 
action  of  the  Government.  The  Buers  have  brought  us  out  of  the  region  of 
conferences  and  compromises,  Thoy  Iiave  niade  for  us  a  clean  sheet  on 
which  we  can  write  what  we  please.  They  have  torn  up  the  Conventions 
to  which  they  owed  their  independence.  We  took  back  on  the  past  eighteen 
years — those  troubled  years  in  which  we  have  always  l)een  on  the  verge 
of  a  crisis.  We  see  what  terrible  sacrilices  we  have  to  bear.  We  see 
that  the  favoured  [>ositii)n  which  they  owe  to  our  grace  has  been  made, 
and  has  proved  capable  of  bocomins  a  aerioua  danger  to  the  Eiupira 
and  to  our  possessions  in  South  Africa,  has  been  made  a  means  of  o)>- 
presaing  our  fellow  subjects  ;  and  the  Government  which,  in  view  of  this 
experience,  ignored  chuHe  facts,  and  placed  it  once  more  in  the  power  of  the 
two  Republics  who  have  so  abused  their  opporlunities  to  renew  thvir  intrigues 
against  the  paramount  Power,  to  threaten  again  the  peace  of  South  A  frica, 
to  continue  the  attempt  to  place  one  white  race  in  subjection  to  and  under 
the  heels  of  the  others  —I  say  any  Guvernuient  which  did  this  would  betray 
the  interests  of  the  Empire,  and  would  deserve  the  scorn  and  condemnation 
of  every  right-thinkini;  man.  The  other  day  my  predecessor  in  office,  I.onl 
Ripon,  asked  that  full  consideration  should  bo  given  to  the  opinions  of  our 
self-governing  colonies  in  South  Africa,  i  hope  that  I  understand  him 
correctly,  and  if  all  he  means  is  that  we  should  have  frank  consultation  with 
and  fidl  knowledge  of  the  opinions  of  our  loyal  fellow-subjecb  in  the  Cape 
Colony  and  in  Natal,  whether  they  be  Dutch  or  whether  they  be  English,  I 
entirely  agree  with  him.    But  I  venture  to  predict  that  these  loyal  fellow- 
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subjects  of  ours  will  not  regard  any  solution  as  tolerable,  any  settlemeDt  a* 
endurable,  which  does  not  provide  beyond  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  for  tba 
supremacy  of  tha  British  flag  as  Che  only  guarantee  for  settled  peace  and  thm 
only  security  fur  just  treatment  of  all  the  rAoes  in  South  Africa." 


Lord  Salisbury  was  to  have  been,  the  chief 

Mr.  Balfouh         speaker  at  this  year's  annual  meeting  of    the 

OS  THB  Wab.  National  Union  of  Conservative  Associations, 

but  owing  to  Lady  Salisbury's  much-regretted 

death,  hia  place  was  taken  by  Mr.  Balfour.     The  latter  (as  we  need 

hardly  say)  discussed  the  war — in  a  singularly  ineffective  speech.     We 

append  the  more  important  passages  :— 

(1)  Upon  Whom  Will  thk  Cost  of  the  War  Fall  ? 
"The  critics  tell  us  that  we  are  making  this  war  to  please  the  owners  of 
the  South  African  tfoldfields.  Those  owners,  by  the  very  tact  that  there  is 
war,  have  seen  their  property  threatened,  their  mines  shut  up  for  an 
indetiiiite  period,  aud  they  have  been  told  in  language  as  plain  as  one  of  the 
greatest  masters  of  plain  Isnguagu  could  speak — 1  mean  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer— they  have  been  told  in  perfectly  plain  language  by  him  that, 
when  the  war  ia  concluded,  the  mines,  in  common  with  other  forms  of 
property  in  the  Transvaal  State  will  undoubtedly  be  burdened  with  some  of 
the  charges  connected  with  the  war.  Therefore  the  accusation  against  tha 
Transvaal  Government,  not  against  us,  comes  to  this,  that  the  Government 
is  BO  bad,  it  has  so  iniquitously  used  its  powers  to  strangle  a  let^itimate 
industry,  that  it  pays  the  industry  and  is  for  the  advantage  of  the  industry 
that  for  the  time  being  itn  workers  should  be  swept  to  the  four  winda  Ot 
'  Heaven,  that  its  mines  should  be  shut  up,  and  that  it  should  be  finally 
aaddled  with  a  heavy  charge  in  consequence  of  the  war  ;  and,  after  submitting 
to  all  those  charges,  it  pays  them  because  there  is  some  chance  of  their 
being  put  under  a  good  administration  instead  of  the  administration  under 
which  they  have  so  long  groaned." 

(2)  The  Two  Causes  or  trb  War. 
"  I  .  .  ,  fear  that  we  cannot  hide  from  ourselves  that  one  of  the  reasons 
of  the  present  situation  is  the  corruption  of  the  Transvaal  Government 
and  the  vast  numbers  uf  the  Transvaal  leaders  who  were  bound  eithcS' 
"by  their  own  interest  or  the  interest  of  their  eitlimraat  to  see  that  their 
interests  were  not  touched  in  any  essential  particular.  Formerly  I  was  of 
opinion  that  that  motive,  combined  with  the  more  honourable  motive  of 
reluctance  to  see  a  change,  a  reluctance  to  admit  to  the  Government  those 
who  did  not  share  either  the  privileges  or  the  language  of  the  oligarchy 
who  held  power — I  was  formerly  of  opinion  that  these  motives,  and  these 
motives  alone,  were  sufficient  to  account  for  the  absolute  refusal  of  theTnoa- 
vaal  Government  to  adopt  those  necessary  reforms.  But  I  have  changed  my 
-opinion.  I  have  been  reluctantly  brought  to  the  conclusion  that  there  was 
another  motive,  at  least  as  strong,  which  would  have  made,  either  now  or 
hereaft«r,  war  an  absolute  and  inevitable  necessity,  I  now  believe  this — that 
the  declaration  of  war  by  the  Transvaal  Government  and  the  Orange  Free 
State  was  not  any  despairing  struggle  for  liberty,  but  a  bold  bid  for  Empire^ 
I  now  believe  that  it  was  not  to  preserve  what  they  had,  but  to  get  what 
they  had  not,  that  they  went  to  war.  I  now  bebeve  that  nothing  leM 
thui  to  make  themselves — these  two  Republics  as  a  nucleus  and  what  addi- 
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tions  they  could  obtain  to  them— the  centre  of  a  Dutch-speaking  para- 
mount power  in  South  Africa,  and  to  exclude  for  ever  the  hated  Britisher 
from  any  dominating  influence  in  the  future  of  that  part  of  the  world — that 
is  the  only  explanation  which  fite  the  facts ;  that  is  the  only  explanation 
Trhich,  amongst  other  things,  makea  the  policy  of  the  Orange  Free  State 
credible.  We  never  had  any  quarrel  with  the  Orange  Free  State  ;  we 
never  did  interfere,  or  desired  to  interfere,  with  their  internal  ASkirs.  If 
I  bad  been  asked  two  months  ago  whether  it  was  likely  we  should  be  at 
war  with  the  Orange  Free  State,  I  should  have  said,  '  You  mi^ht  as  well 
expect  ua  to  be  at  war  with  Switzerland.'  They  were  local  friends  from 
whom  we  had  nothing  to  fear  and  who  had  nothing  to  fear  from  us.  These 
people  have  risked  their  all  uixin  the  stake  of  war,  and  I  say  that  it  is 
incredible  that  that  risk  should  bo  run  merely  to  prevent  the  Uitlanders 

Sitting  the  vote,  and  that  you  have  to  regard  this  transaction  as   part  of  a 
i^r  policy,  a  deeper  and  darker  design,  which  aimed  at  nothing  leas  than 
to  substitute  a  Boer  for  a  British  rule." 

(3)  Thi  Future  of  South  Atrica. 
"This  is  not  the  time  to  forecast  the  future  or  to  discuss  the  amnge- 
me&ts  that  may  be  necesaary  when  the  war  has  been  brought  to  a  successful 
termination.  But  some  things  we  can  say.  Never  again  shall  we  allow  to 
grow  up  within  our  midst  communities  of  our  own  creation  in  a  position  to 
use  the  liberties  that  we  have  granted  them  to  turn  their  country  into  a  place 
of  arms  to  be  used  against  ua.  Never  again  shall  we  see  the  spectre  of  an 
English  colony  being  invaded,  of  English  farmers  being  raided,  of  the 
Queen's  dominions  being  annexed  by  these  insolent  Republica.  WhBt«ver 
else  be  done,  whatever  other  arrangements  are  come  to,  however  the  future 
policy  be  worked  out,  the  people  of  this  country  are  unalterably  determined 
that  the  paramount  Power  in  South  Africa  shall  be  the  puramount  Power 
indeed,  and  that  the  Pax  Kritaunica  shall  be  supreme  over  all  the  regions  in 
whicli  the  Queen  now  has  territorial  rights  or  paramount  rights  arising  from 
her  fiosition.  I  know  not  how  long  this  contest  may  continue,  but  I  know 
what  its  conclusion  will  be  ;  and  when  the  time'  comes  for  deciding  what 
policy  the  victors  are  to  pursue  I  trust  we  shall  not,  on  the  one  hand,  forget 
the  generosity  which  befits  us  as  conquerors,  but  that,  on  Che  other  hand, 
we  shiill  remember  that  the  incidents  of  the  last  few  months  are  never  to  be 
repeated,  that  once  for  all  we  must  not  only  show  that  we  mean  to  have  our 
way  but  must  take  our  precautions  that  that  way  shall  never  be  interfered 
with.     ,     .     . 

"  I  am  certainly  not  going  beyond  my  duty  or  your  wishes  and  expecta- 
tions when  I  sny  that  the  arrangement  will  certainly  ensure,  and  I  hope  will 
enatire  for  all  time,  the  supremacy  of  the  British  arma  and  of  the  British 
fla^,  and  will  offer  the  blessings  of  peace  and  liberty  which,  in  every  part  of 
the  world,  has  followed  the  British  flag." 


SirHenry  Cam  pbel  I  ■  Ban  nermau's  first  speech 
Sir  H.  Campbell-     since   the  risinf;  of   Parliament  was    made  at 
BaNnbrhan  Manchester  on  November   15th.     An  author- 

ON  TUB  Transvaal,     iaed  edition  of  it  has  been    prepared  by  the 
Liberal    Publication    Department    (price    one 
penny,  post  free  three-halfpence).     We  extract  a  portion  of  the  refer- 
ence to  tbe  Transvaal : — 

"  I  am  not  going  to  enter  to-night  on  the  long  story  of  the  negoUationa 
r^^rding  Oudandera'  grievancea,  and  franchise  laws,  and  the  question  of 
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suzerainty,  and  so  forth.  I  am  not  guine  to  criticise  the  tone  nnd  coiiaiitencj 
of  the  ctirrespondence,  although  it  ia  full  of  interesting  and  important  points 
from  which  1  thinic  verj  ntroiig  conclusions  may  be  drawn,  but  1  pnt  these 
on  one  side.  My  main  quarrel  with  the  Government  ia  on  broader  grounds. 
Their  first  duty  to  ua,  to  the  people  of  this  country  and  this  Empire,  was  to 
keep  ua  out  of  war  in  South  Africa.  And  we  are  plunged  iiitu  war  in  South 
Africa.  Tliey  declare  they  did  not  intend  it,  an<l  we  are  bound  to  accept 
their  Uiaclaimer.  But  blind  indeed  must  he  he  who  does  ni)t  ace  that  beside 
them  and  behind  them,  among  their  advisers  and  in.stigatorH,  and  backers 
and  instruments,  there  were  men  who  did  intend  war,  and  whotte  influence 
waa  certjiinly  not  on  the  side  of  peace.  But  if  the  Government  did  not 
intend  war,  did  they  then  foresee  it  and  ex{iect  it  t  It  is  hard  to  unswer 
that  ijueation. 

"  We  have  heard  something  of  two  voices.  Some  of  our  friends,  and 
myself  more  than  anyiiudy  else,  have  been  accused  of  speaking  with  two 
voices.  This  silly  sneer  ia  directed  against  us  because,  while  as  patriotic 
citizens  we  are  sujiporting  the  war,  yet  as  intelligent  and  independent 
citizens  we  claim,  naturally  and  necessiirily,  the  right  to  criticise  the  conduct 
that  led  to  the  war.  The  sneer,  as  I  have  said,  is  so  silly  as  not  to  need 
exposure  ;  but  does  not  it  occur  to  you  that  there  may  be  sometliing  even 
worse  than  two  voices  in  a  speech  ?  There  iray  be  two  voices  or  two  views  in 
a  policy.  And  what  I  condnmn  in  the  Government  is  this  that  all  through 
the  mouths  of  last  summer  they  were  mixing  up  peaceable  negotiation  with 
warlike  prejmratiun  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prejudice  greatly  the  chances  of 
a  peaceful  solution  ;  and  they  succeeded  in  satisfying  their  adversary,  and,  I 
am  bound  to  say.  so  far  as  I  am  acquainted  with  the  opinion  of  the 
civilised  world,  satisfying  also  the  opinion,  cert«inly,  of  Europe,  that 
they  meant  war  and  not  pence  all  the  time.  Even  if  the  negotiations 
were  conducted  with  all  the  skill  and  all  the  reasonableness  which 
the  friends  of  the  Government  claim  for  tham,  bow  could  they  be  assisted 
when  week  after  week  there  was  always  announced  the  despatch  of  some 
small  force,  not  auttioient  as  events  have  abundantly  ))rovod  t-t  provide 
security,  but  amply  sufficient  to  create  irritation  and  to  keep  alive  old 
suspicions  1  The  obvious  truth  is  that  these  small  and  inadequate  forces, 
thus  sent  out,  were  never  intended  or  expected  to  be  employed.  They  were 
merely  intended  to  intimidate  the  Transvaal  Government  and  convince  them 
that  we  were  in  earnest. 

"This  is  whiit  I  have  denounced  as  a  game  of  '  bluff,'  by  which  T  mean 
the  sustained  attempt  by  an  aRectation  of  superior  force  to  impose  upon  and 
cow  your  opponent.  I  adhere  to  that  description  of  the  policy  of  the 
Government.  I  repeat  that  it  waa  an  unworthy  policy,  and  a  dnngerous 
policy,  and  I  add  now,  what  I  have  not  said  before,  with  all  the  wisdom  find 
satisfaction  which  comes  from  speaking  after  the  event,  that  it  ha>i  proved  a 
fatal  policy^fatal  I  jnean  to  the  cause  of  poace.  But  when  I  uaed  this  phrase 
in  the  House  of  Commons  it  was  immediately  retorted  upon  me  that  they 
were  not  playing  at  bluff,  that  blulf  was  a  game  played  by  a  man  who  having 
no  good  cards  in  his  hand  tries  to  make  his  opponent  believe  tliat  his  lund 
is  a  strong  one.  And  the  triumphant  cry  rang  out,  '  We  hold  the  cards.' 
Yea,  we  hold  the  cards,  but  where  were  they  ?  They  were  not  in  our  handa, 
thay  were  not  in  Natal — they  were  still  in  the  pack.  The  pack  was  not  even 
shuffled.  And  therefore  the  game  was  imperilled.  Evidently  the  idea  was — 
I  do  not  think  there  was  any  concealment  about  it,  it  was  the  talk  of  the 
lobbies  during  the  whole  summer  — the  idea  was  that  Boer  stubbornness 
would  never  be  carried  to  the  point  of  actual  hostilities,  and  that  wo  had 
only  to  show  we  actually  meant  business  and  would  fight  for  the  claims  we 
were  making  and  these  would  be  immediately  conceded.     Again  I  can  fall 
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back  Du  the  cumfurtiriK  nnd  convenient  position  of  knowledge  and  wisdom 
after  the  cvont,  and  1  say  atn  anyone  conceive  a  more  grotesque  and  fatal 
miflcalcuktion  1  Thiii  is  my  first  point  against  the  Government,  that  if  they 
were  really  pursuing  peace  hy  way  of  negotiation  they  vitiated  the  prospect 
u(  success  by  a  show  of  warlike  intention  which  as  I  have  said  agaiu  and 
again— »nd  I  have  been  denounced  for  it,  but  no  answer  has  been  given  to 
it — had  no  ground  whatever  that  could  bo  alleged  for  it  in  the  subject-iuatter 
of  dispute,  and  at  the  same  time,  while  they  displayed  this  warlike  intention, 
they  failed  to  provide  for  the  possible,  and  it  uiight  almost  have  seemed  the 
probable,  contingency  of  war. 

"  But  now  they  chnnge  their  ground.  They  say  that  all  these  arguments 
derived  from  blue  books  and  despatches  and  ancient  history  are  out  of  date; 
all  this  talk  about  franchises  and  grievances,  they  say,  is  beside  the  mark, 
and  this  is  a  great  attempt  to  overthrow  British  power  in  South  Africa,  and 
war,  they  say,  was  inevitable  fnim  the  first.  That  is  an  assertinn,  and  it  has 
never  been  other  than  an  assertion,  for  no  proof  has  been  made  of  it.  1  am 
afraid  we  must  reci^niae  in  this  assertion  the  ordinary  excuse  and  cover  of 
failure  and  incompetence.  But  I  reply  in  that  case,  if  that  is  the  ground 
they  take— I  reply  to  the  Government  '  If  that  be  so,  may  I  ask  you  what 
were  you  doing  all  tlirough  the  long  months  of  last  summer  I  Were  you 
befooling  us  with  your  negotiations,  or  were  you  yourselves  being  befooled  ? 
You  are  statesmen,  or  pose  as  such,  and  statesmen  are  presumed  to  have 
greater  knowledge  and  keener  intuition  and  more  perfect  prevision  than 
ordinary  mortals.  If  this  was  true  what  you  now  say,  then  it  was  not  a  hand- 
ful of  special  officers  one  week  and  a  company  of  sappers  next  week,  but 
brigades  and  divisions  that  you  should  have  been  Fending  out  to  South 
Africa.'  This  presents  a  dilemma  fruui  which,  as  it  seems  to  me,  there  is  no 
escape." 


Sir  Henry   Campbell-Bannerman   has  also 

Sir  H.  Campbell-      made  an   important   speech    during   the   post 

Baxnermah  at       month  at  Birmingham  (November  24th).     We 

BiRUiNC.HAM.  have  elsewhere  quoted  what  he  said  on    the 

temperance  question  (see   page  ^'9);  we  now 

set  out  three  other  important  passages  ; — 

1.  The  Future  of  South  Africa. 

"  '  We  seek  no  goldfielda,  we  seek  no  territory,'  said  the  Prime  Minister. 
A  friend  of  mine.  Lord  Edmund  Fitzmaurice,  quoted  this  sentiment  the 
other  day,  using  a  parnphrnse  of  the  actual  words,  and  was  immediately 
made  the  recipient  of  an  elaborate  correction,  of  which  I  can  only  say  that 
I  have  not  been  able  to  understand  in  what  his  error  consisted  and  where 
the  correction  wiia  required.  But  in  order  to  avoid  all  mistake  I  confine 
myself  to  those  actual  words,  and  1  can  only  say  that  it  Lord  Salisbury  could 
convince  the  world  that  what  he  said  was  true,  not  only  of  himself  and  his 
colleagues,  whom  no  one  has  ever  thought  of  accusing,  but  of  the  nation  at 
large,  and  especially  influential  |>ersons  who  have  had  a  large  hand  in 
advising  the  policy  pursued — if  that  could  ba  done,  the  judgment  of  the 
world  upon  our  action  would  be  greatly  luodified. 

2.   CoMHON-SENSR    IMPERIALISM. 

"  You  will  have  observed  that  everyone  nowadays  api)ears  to  cultivate 
some  peculiar  species  of  his  own  of  what  is  called  Imperialism,  and  to  try  to 
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Gt  some  qualif  jing  adjsCErive  uf  his  own  b«Fore  the  word.  Now  I  should  be 
sorry  to  find  myself  differing  from  other  people,  but  I  a\eo  hnve  ft  species  of 
Imperialism  of  which  I  am  «  votary,  and  1  tiave  my  pet  word  by  which  to 
qualify  it.  Mipe  is  ' cominoii-Benae  Imperialism.'  I  should  be  mnch 
surprised  if  it  was  not  found  that  I  belong  to  the  largest  congregation  of  all 
who  worship  at  that  shrine.  We  have  in  this  country  an  overflowing  popa- 
lation,  and  wa  are  bound  to  find  for  their  industrial  energy  ever  fresh  sod 
fresh  fields  and  outlets.  We,  therefore,  cannot  do  a  work  more  patriotic  And 
more  conducive  to  the  happiness  of  our  own  people  at  home  than  by- 
developing  the  resources  of  the  Empire,  by  securing  our  trade  rij^hts,  and  l^ 
cultivating  close,  cordial,  and  active  relations  with  all  the  memberx  of  the 
British  family  scattered  throughout  the  world.  There  is  ample  room  here 
for  all  our  activity,  and  for  my  part  I  grudge  to  see  any  of  that  activi^ 
diverted  to  the  acq^uisition— sometimes  it  may  be  inevitable — to  the  acquisi- 
tion of  new  dominions  which  may  bring  ua  glory,  but  which  very  uften  is 
rather  u  burden  thiui  a  source  of  advantage  for  many  years. 

3.  The  War  and  Nkxt  Ybar's  Surplus. 
*'Tliere  is  one  aspect  even  of  the  war  which  at  present  is  a  little  out  of 
sight,  namely,  the  cost  of  it-  Ut  this  we  shall  not  probably  hear  much  until 
Parliament  meets,  and  the  proposals  for  the  finances  of  the  next  year  Kre 
before  us.  But  this  at  least  is  certain,  that  any  surplus  money  which  might, 
from  the  abounding  prosperity  of  our  revenue,  have  been  available  for 
benehcent  domestic  purposes  will  be  absorbed  ten  times  over,  and  I  shall  be 
surprised  if  there  are  not  mnny  men  who,  in  view  of  the  heavy  burdens 
which  must  necessarily  be  laid  upon  them  in  the  sha  pe  of  taxation,  will  look 
back  with  regret  even  more  poignant  than  hitherto  upon  those  doles  and  gifts 
to  landowners  and  land  tenants,  to  clerical  schools,  and  to  clergymen  them- 
selves, by  which  money,  which  might  possibly  have  done  somethii^ — not 
much,  but  something^to  ease  the  burden  has  been  frittered  away.  It  is  to<> 
early  to  forecast  any  future  legislation,  and  I  doubt  if  anybody  has  been 
thinking  much  about  it.  But  ardent  reformers  must  not,  while  the  country 
has  these  great  affairs  on  its  hands,  expect  much  active  l^ilation." 


Does  the  Compensation  Act  apply  or  dues 

"Casual"  it  not  to  "casual"  labourers!     That  is  clearlv 

Labourers  aKD       an  exceedingly  important  question,  for  in  many 

THE  Compensation     trades,  in  addition  to  the  regular  workmen,  there 

Act.  are  always  a  certain  number  who  are  engaged 

as  "casuals"  or  to  work  by  the  piece.       Mr. 

Sexton,    the   general    secretary    of    the    National    Union    of    Dock 

Labourers  in   Great  Britain  and  Ireland,   wrote  on  the  matter  the 

following  letter  to  Mr.  Chamberlain  : — 

"Aa  you  were  the  most  prominent  advocate  of  the  Workmen's  Ciim- 
pensation  Act  now  become  law,  and,  1  understand,  had  much  tu  do  in  the 
framing  of  the  Act,  I  would  feel  extremely  obliged  if  you  would  explain 
whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the  framers  of  the  Act  in  questioo  that 
casual  labourers,  who  include  piece-workers,  and  whose  occupations  were 
admittedly  within  the  scope  of  the  Factories  Act,  are  to  be  excluded  from 
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all  beneSta  1  I  am  prompted  to  ask  you  this  because  of  the  t>oiot  which  is 
DOW  being  raised  with  respect  to  members  of  our  trade  (which  is  covered  by 
ths  Factories  Act),  and  which,  if  accepted,  will  exclude  at  least  60  per  cent. 
of  the  workpeople  for  whose  benefit  the  Act  was  intended.  The  Judges  of 
the  High  Court,  in  the  case  of  Williams  r.  Poulson,  though  they  have  not 
definitely  decided  the  point,  have  already  given  an  ubiUr  dictum  to  the  effect 
that  men  casually  employed,  and  not  in  the  receipt  of  weekly  wages,  are  not 
within  the  meaning.     A  rejjy  at  your  earliest  convenience  will  oblige." 

Mr.  Chamberlain's  reply  (dated  November  27th),  through  a  secretary, 
was  as  follows  : — 

*'  I  am  directed  by  Mr.  Chamberlain  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  November  20th,  and  to  say  that  of  course  he  is  not  able  to  give  a 
legal  opinion,  but  that  when  the  Act  was  passed  he  certainly  had  no  idea 
that  piece-workers  or  casual  labourers,  if  engaged  in  batid  fide  employment, 
could  or  would  be  excluded  from  the  benefits  of  the  measure." 

There  have  already  been  cases  in  the  County-court  in  which  com- 
pensation has  been  refused  on  the  ground  that  the  workman  was  only 
a  "  casual  "  labourer  and  therefore  outside  the  Act.  If  this  be  correct 
law,  Mr.  Chamberlain's  promises  of  compensation  to  evety  workman 
for  every  accident  is  further  off  realisation  than  ever. 


When   Mr.   Chamberlain  at    the    end    of 

The  MiDtAND        Kovember    went    to    Leicester,    the     Liberal 

Liberal  Uniomst     Unioniats  of  twelve  Midland  Counties  celebrated 

PRoaRAHue.  the  occasion    by    holding    a    conference    and 

passing  a  series   of   resolutions.     Let  us   see 

what  their  programme,  as  indicated  in  these  resolutions,  amounts  to  ;— 

1 .  Apjiroiid  of  the  fl'ar. 

2.  Jieitei-afed  confidence  in  the  Unionist  Al/ianc. — It  may  be 
noted  that  Mr.  T.  ShafQebotham  (of  Newcastle,  StaK.)  solemnly 
declared  that  at  that  meeting  they  were  "  burying  Home  Rule." 

3.  Old  Atjf  Pensions. — The  delegates  trusted  "  that  during  next 
Session  the  Government  may  see  its  way  to  take  action  with  a  view  of 
providing  pensions  for  old  and  deserving  workpeople."  Sir  Fortescue 
Flannery,  who  site  for  what  has  been  called  "an  Old  Age  Pension 
Seat,"  said  : — 

"  Mr.  Chamberlain,  at  the  general  election  of  1895,  had  promulgated  a 
social  programme  which  his  political  opponents  said  was  an  unauthorised 
prc^tramme.  But  Lord  Salisbury  with  that  potrerof  crystallising  ideas  which 
he  possessed,  endorsed  the  policy  and  the  programnie  by  saying  that  it  was  a 
prc^pimme  of  social  amelioration.  There  was  no  item  in  that  programme 
which  had  more  general  extent  than  the  old  age  penaiuns  which  discrimin- 
ated between  deserving  helplessness  on  one  hand  and  vicious  idleness  on  the 
other.  .  .  .  The  Government,  through  the  Local  Government  Board,  were 
now  engaged  in  investigating  the  cost  in  typical  districts,  and  they  should  have 
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a  proper  Analysis  before  the  end  of  the  receBS.    Next  session,  therefore,  would 
be  the  tirna  for  passing  a  deSnite  Act  on  this  important  matter." 
Well  we  shall  see.     For  one  thing,  liow  could  Sir  Michael  Hicka-Beach 
find  the  moncf]     But  even  the  Liberal  Unionists  were  not  united  on 
the  subject.     The  Duke  of  Bedford  from  the  chair  said  : — 

"Passing  to  social  legislation,  it  will  be  my  duty  as  chairman  to  pat 
Iwfore  you  a  resolution  relating  to  old  age  pensions.  I  shall  listen  to  the 
discussions  on  that  subject  with  great  interest.  But  I  should  be  wantini;  in 
the  courage  of  my  opinions  it  I  refrained  from  saying  that  I  cannot  myBslf 
believe  in  the  possibility  of  any  scheme  for  old  age  pensions— (riro  or  threr 
deUgaUt taid  'Hear,  hear')." 

FrofcBsor  Dicey  "denied  that  tlie  Unionist  party  was  committed  to  a 
policy  of  Old  Age  Pensions."     In  Mr.  Chamberlain's  words  nothing 
was  "  promised, "  there  was  only  "proposals." 
4     Ej^nsi&it  of  Compensation  Aft. 

5.     Reduction    of    repreaentation    of    Ireland. — Professor     Dicey 
speakinf;  on  this  point  said  : — 

"  If  the  Unionist  party  did  not,  while  it  was  in  a  la^^  majority,  att«inpt 
what  they  all  held  to  be  a  just  change,  they  would  set  a  precedent  which 
would  be  almost  irreversible.  The  tray  to  do  it,  if  they  could  not  bring 
forward  an  elaborate  Redistribution  Bill,  was  simply  to  cut  down,  by  meuu 
of  a  short  Bill  which  could  be  carried  in  spite  of  any  amount  of  up]>ositioa, 
the  number  of  the  Irish  members  to  their  due  proportion — by  20  or  21 — and 
having  done  that  leave  redistribution  to  another  Parliament. 
Mr.  Dicey  is  a  learned  Professor,  but  could  an  American  "boss"  have 
suggested  anything  more  pa-rtiaan  than  this )  Everybody  knows  that 
there  are  electoral  anomalies  that  ought  to  be  redressed  in  England  as 
in  Ireland — there  are  20  or  30  small  boroughs  in  England  that 
certAinly  ought  to  lose  their  separate  representation.  Yet  these 
"  Unionists  "  are  Separatist  enough  to  suggest  that  you  ought  to  get  rid 
of  20  Nationalists  and  let  the  other  anomalies  stand  over  till  "  another 
Parliament."     This,  indeed,  would  be  to  jerrymander. 


The     National      Union     of     Conservative 
The  Tort  Caucus.     Associations   met   this   year   at   Dewsbury  on 
November  28th.     The   proceedings    were   un- 
usually short,  "  thanks  to  President  Kruger  '  (so  the  Chairman  said), 
but  here  is  the  Tory  programme  as  gathered    from    the  resolutions 
actually  discussed  and  carried  : — 

1.  Approval  o/ tlie  War. 

2.  More  equitable  dintribution  of  Parliamentary  repreaentatUm, 
etpeciallj/  icilh  rvgard  to  the  over-repreiteiitation  of  Ireland. 

3.  Saliifaclion  at  proi^ritif  of  emnitry. — The  text  of  the  resolution 
was  as  follows  : — 

"Tliat  this  Conference  views  with  great  satisfaction  the  material  increase 
in  prosperity  of  the  people  since  the  accession  to  power  oi  the  present 
Government." 
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We  really  wonder  (saya  the  WegtmiMter  Gazette  in 
proceedings)  that  the  Tory  delegates  stopped  nt  the 
people."  They  might  well  have  proceeded  to  soi 
OS  this  :— 

"  Thdt  this  Conference  views  with  jjreat  satisfaction  the  maturial  ii 
in  the  amount  of  sunibine   recorded  shice  the  accession  to  power  of   the 
present  Government." 

A  splendid  cose  could  ho  made  out  on  this  point,  and  it  will  be 
remembeied  that  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  said  nothing  about  sunshine 
when  he  said  that  to  imagine  that  Governments  controlled  trade  was 
AQ  unfortunate  "delusion." 

4,  Technical  and  Agricutturtd  Educalioii. 

5.  More  atUntion  to  welfare  of  Soidinrt. 

The  subject  of  Poor  Law  Reform  was  also  considered,  but  the  only 
-conclusion  come  to  was 

"That  the  question  be  not  put." 
This  illustrates  very  well  what  Tory  enthusiasm  for  Old  Age  Pensions 
and  Poor  Law  Keforni  amounts  to. 


Mr.  Chamberlain  made  two  speeches  during 
Mr.  Cuamuerlain,     his  visit  to  Leicester.  The  first  (to  which  we  refer 
THE  elsewhere)  was  generally  received  as  a  safe  and 

Nbw  Diplomatist,  reasonable  contribution  to  the  discussion  on  the 
Transvaal  question.  Apart  from  the  sound- 
ness or  unsoundness  of  the  views  he  expressed,  little  fault  could  be 
found  with  its  tone  or  temper.  But  in  his  second  speech  (November 
30th)  he  took  it  upon  himself  to  announce  an  alliance  with  (iermany 
and  to  flout  France,  We  give  the  passage  relating  to  the  German 
"alliance"  at  page  576;  the  flouting  of  France  is  contained  in  the 
following  passage : — 

"  Thst  mnj  appear  to  jou  in  the  litst  instance  a  mtlier  striking  slatft- 
roent,  for  we  have  been  occustunied  for  ttoine  time  pnst  to  the  abuxe  of  the 
foreign  Press— an  abuse  that  lias  been  carried  to  an  extreme  which  1  do  not 
think  has  been  witnessed  fur  generations— abuse  which,  in  some  cases,  has 
not  nidy  not  spared  the  private  character  of  statesmen,  but  has  not  spared 
the  to  UB  almost  sacred  person  of  the  Queen.  These  attacks  U|ii>n  her 
Majesty,  whether  as  ruler  of  this  Imperial  State  or  still  more  as  woman, 
have  provoked  in  this  country  a  natural  indignation  whicli  will  have  serious 
consequences  if  our  neighbours  do  not  niend  their  manners." 
The  best  comment  on  this  is  to  be  found  in  what  Lord  Rosebery 
said  at  Edinburgh  next  day  (December  1st)  :— 

"At  the  present  moment,  if  we  survey  the  Press  of  Europe,  so  far  as 
our  HnifuiHtic  acquirements  enable  us  to  judge  of  it,  or  so  far  as  vre  receive 
translatioiis  and  epitomes  of  it  through  the  invnluahle  channels  of  the  Press, 
-we  find  no  peculiar  gratitude  fur  the  hospitality  we  have  shown  many  of 
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tbeae  nationH,  and  are  willing  to  show  many  of  these  nations.  Od  the  other 
hand,  it  is  below  the  dignity  of  Great  Britain  to  notice  them.  Tliera  is«. 
great  saying  of  Cavour's  that  Italy  would  work  out  her  own  salvation  alone. 
'She  will  suBice  to  herself,'  he  said,  and  I  think,  when  we  boast,  as  we 
justly  do,  of  our  Empire  we  should  be  prepared  to  suffice  to  ourselves,  and 
that  we  should  nut  take  notice  of  '  the  gutter  Press '  not  the  better  opioiou, 
not  the  same  opinion,  of  the  other  nations.  We  should  not  go  into  the- 
gutters  and  fish  up  the  derelict  Press  of  any  country,  and  hold  it  up  to  scorn, 
or  aa  a  motive  of  our  policy.  There  is  no  subject  of  the  Queen  who  feels  ^ 
more  profound  devotion  for  her  than  I  do,  but  I  venture  to  say  there  is  no- 
subject  of  the  Queen,  whatever  his  devotion  may  be,  who  can  feel  that  she 
oan  be  touched,  that  she  can  be  injured,  that  she  can  be  besmirched  by  what, 
may  be  said  in  the  uncharacteriwkble  Press  of  a  Foreign  State.  Still  less  do 
I  tnink  that  it  calls  for  any  notice  fnim  us  her  subjects.  If  it  might  be  the 
province  of  a  peculiar  portion  of  a  peculiar  Press  to  revile  the  first  woman 
of  the  world,  that  is  an  attempt  that  recoils  on  them,  but  it  does  not  trouble 
us.  For  that  reason  I  will  say,  and  must  say,  that  I  was  sorry  to  see 
yesterday,  in  the  speech  which  we  have  all  read  with  interest,  that  too  much 
notice,  in  my  opinion,  was  taken  of  that  circumstance,  because,  after  all,  what- 
ever that  degraded  outburst  may  mean,  it  does  nut  even  represent  the  best 
or  the  highest  opinion  of  France.  It  representa  only  those  who  seek  t» 
make  trouble  with  France  by  alienating  from  her  the  sympathies  of  b 
Government  with  whom  she  ought  to  be  in  friendly  relations.  And  I  regret 
it  more  for  this  reason  :  I  think  we  have  had  too  much  of  this  flouting  of 
foreign  nations.  We  sometimes  wonder  why  we  are  unpopular  abroad.  It 
is,  I  think,  because  we  are  too  much  engrossed  with  our  own  virtues,  and 
forget  that  what  would  annoy  ourselves  in  others  equally  annoys  others  in 
ourselves  ;  and  we  in  the  past  tew  years  have  passed  censure  on  some  of  the 
nations  iu  Europe  in  a  way  which  must  give  tnem  cause  for  reflection  and 
for  no  enthusiastic  affection  for  us.  We  have  called  one  of  the  most  ancient 
nations  in  the  world  a  dying  nation,  we  have  compared  another  great  Empire 
of  the  world  to  the  devil,  we  have  hinted  that  another  great  Empire  of  the 
world  is  less  in  space  than  one  of  our  Colonies,  and  now  we  think  it 
our  duty  to  tell  another  nation  to  mend  its  manners.  I  do  not  say  that  these 
sentiments  are  not  right,  but  it  is  new  for  our  responsible  channels  to  ex- 
press them,  aud  I  do  trust  that  this  cureer  of  undiplomatic  frankness  will 
cease,  because  let  us  remember  that  these  stinging  words  remain  long  after 
auy  solace  that  we  can  apply  to  them  can  endure.  Long  after  the  worda  that 
we  utter  in  the  hurry  of  the  moment  are  buried  in  oblivion,  they  are 
oheriahed  and  brought  up  against  ua  by  the  nations  that  they  offend.  I  hope, 
then,  that  those  who  speak  on  our  belialf~and  I,  for  my  part,  have  shown 
right  through  that  I  an)  anxious  to  strengthen  them  in  speaking  on  our 
behalf— do  remember  that  it  ia  not  the  task  of  stateaoien  to  speak  under 
the  passing  irritation  of  the  moment,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  statesmen  to- 
remember  that  they  are  responsible  for  great  and  permanent  national 
interests.  It  is  for  them  they  speak,  and  it  is  under  their  inspiration, 
and   under   no   other,    that   they   must   utter   words  on   behalf    of    Great 

Nor  was  this  the  only  rebuke  that  Mr.  Chamberlain  brought  upon 
himself.     The  Timeg,  for  example,  on  December  2nd,  said : — 

"  The  comments  of  American,  German,  and  French  newspapers  upon  his. 
speech  at  Leicester  can  hardly  come  as  a  surprise  to  Mr.  Chamberlain,  since, 
if  due  allowance  be  made  for  difference  of  siandpoint,  they  are  extremely 
similar  to  the  criticisms  he  has  already  heard  from  his  own  countrymen. 
In  this   country  we  are   fully    aware    that   Mr.    Chamberlain's  tcaininic 
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lias  not  )>een  that  of  a  diplomatist,  and  that,  long  after  tlie  period  at 
irhich  a  man's  vtya  of  thought  and  habits  of  utterance  are  usually  fixed, 
he  WAS  chieHy  concerned  with  domeatic  affuirs  and  was  accustomed  to 
the  freedom  snd,  it  we  may  say  so,  the  looseness  of  the  phraseology 
«iiipIoyed  in  all  coantries  when  party  questions  are  under  discussion.  At 
home  we  make  allowance  for  all  this,  and,  knowing  that  Mr.  Chamberlain 
has  never  disturbed  that  unbroken  harmony  which,  as  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor took  pains  to  assure  us  on  Thursday  evening,  has  reigned  in 
the  Cabinet  ever  since  its  formation,  we  quite  understand  that  the 
policy  he  is  supporting  is  the  poliny  of  Lord  Salisbury  and  of  the 
whole  Gk>Teriiment,  however  strongly  his  language  may  bear  the  impress 
-of  his  own  idiosyncrasy.  But  we  regret  such  individualities  of  expression 
becikuse  otlier  nations  cannot  be  expected  to  bear  these  things  in  mind  or  to 
take  the  pains  to  reconstruct  Mr.  Chamberlain's  mental  attitude  by  carefully 
collating  those  passages  which  offend  tham  with  oiihers  in  which  important 
qualifications  are  to  be  found.  Our  German  friends  are  no  doubt  surprised 
at  finding  the  relations  of  Great  Britain  with  Germany  described  with  an 
effusion  for  which  no  authoritative  uttenuice  in  their  own  country  has 
prepared  them  in  the  smallest  degree.  Yet,  were  the  German  Press  happily 
possessed  of  the  saving  sense  of  humour  in  which  it  is  rather  conspicuously 
lacking,  or  were  it  even  possessed  of  the  far  commoner  quality  of  good 
bumour,  it  might  have  found  in  Mr.  Chamberlain's  speech  a  striking 
testimony  to  the  personal  charm  and  influence  of  the  German  Emperor." 
This  may  be  summarised  into:  "Pay  no  attention  to  what  Mr. 
Chamberlain  says — he  doesn't  understand  the  langu^^  of  diplomacy 
or  good  manners,  thanks  to  his  early  training ;  whilst  his  head  has 
has  been  turned  because  he  went  to  Windsor  to  see  the  German 
Emperor." 


It  may  be  interesting  to  set    out  the  verba 
The  "  Flodtiso     ipnsntna  of  the   other  "  flouts "  to  which  Lord 
OF  FoBBiGN        Bosebery  referred  in  his  speech  : — 
Nations."  (i)  Lord  Salisdurv  and  Spain  (Guildhall, 

November  9th,  1898)  :— 
"  But  what  has  been  pressed  upon  us  is  that  the  subject  matter  of  war 
is  terribly  prevalent  on  all  aides.  You  see  nations  who  are  decaying,  or 
whose  government  is  so  bad  that  they  can  neither  maintain  the  power  of 
self-defence  nor  the  affections  of  their  subjects.  You  see  this  on  all  sides, 
.and  you  also  see  that  when  the  phenomenon  takes  place  there  are  always 
□eifflibours  who  are  impelled  by  some  motive  or  other — it  may  bo  from  the 
highest  philanthropy,  it  may  be  from  the  natural  desire  of  empire-— are 
always  inclined  and  disposed  to  contest  with  each  other  as  to  who  shall  be 
the  heir  to  the  nation  which  is  falling  away  from  its  old  position. 

(2)  Mr.  Chahbrrlain  and  SuiHa  (Birmingham,  May  I3th 
1898)  :— 

"  The  expected  happened,  and  Russia  did  go  down  to  Port  Arthur  and  to 
Talien-wan.  As  to  tlie  way  in  which  Russia  secured  that  occupation,  as  to 
'.the  representations  which  were  made  and  repudiated  as  soon  as  they  were 


)  by  Google 


596  THE   LIBKRAL  MAOAZIXB.  iDocmlw.  I»». 

made,  as  to  the  promiaei  which  were  given  »nd  broken  a  fortnight  ■fter- 
wmtIs,  I  had  better  perhaps  say  nothing  eicept  I  have  always  thought  tli»t 
it  was  ft  very  wise  proverb,  '  Who  sups  with  the  DevU  must  have  »  long 

(3)  Mr.  Chaubrelain  and  Germany  (Whitehall  Rooms,  January 
21st,   1896):— 

"Queensland  has  an  are»  which-sliall  I  say  l—ie  three  times  greater 
than  the  German  Empire.     {Ln'ujhUr  aiid  eheen.)" 
The  last  was  from  the  "  Splendid  Isolation  "  speech. 


Everybody  knows    that     the   question    of 
Tdb  Anolo-Germas    Samoa  hua  for  some  time  past  been  one  in  need 
Agrbemknt.  of  solution — since  the  triple  control  esUblished 

at  the  Berlin  Conference  1889  has  not  (to 
put  it  mildly)  been  an  exact  success.  The  question  has  now  been 
settled  by  the  Anglo-German  ngrttement.  the  effect  of  which  can  be 
understood  from  the  two  maps  and  the  following  explanations  : — 

A.— The  Western  Pacific  {see  map  opposite). 

(1)  Great  Britain  gives  up  all  share  of  control  in  the  Saini>a  or  Xavi- 
ijator  Idanda,  mo>.t  of  the  islands  (including  Upolu,  and  Savaii)  falling 
to  Germany  and  Tutnila   to  the  United  States. 

(2)  Germany  renounces  all  her  rights  over  the  Tonya  fs/ands. 
which  are  now  practically  under  British  influence. 

(3)  In  the  .'iiilomon  Islands  Germany  cedes  to  Great  Britain 
Choiserd  and  Isabel.  Of  the  seven  principal  islands  ih  this  group, 
Bouija'uivilh  is  now  alone  German. 

(4)  Under  the  Anglo-German  agreement  of  188G  a  conventional 
line  of  demarcation  was  drawn  (see  line  in  map  drawn  with  a  thick 
black  line).  This  was  to  divide  the  German  and  British  spheres  of 
influence — with  the  exception  of  the  Samoa  IdaiuU,  the  Tonga  Idnndt, 
Sava;/e  Island,  and  islands  under  the  control  of  other  Powers.  This  line 
is  now  altered  to  the  crossed  line.  This,  with  the  other  conces3ions,leaves 
all  the  Western  Pacific  British,  except  (1)  the  Samoa  Ishindg,  partly 
German,  partly  American,  and  (2)  the  group  that  includes  Xtir  Cidedonin 
(French)  and  the  Xew  Hebrides  (jointly  British  and  French).  It 
should  be  remarked  that  the  Samoa  Islands  are  of  much  greater 
value  and  importance  than  the  others  which  have  changed  ownership. 

B. — Zanzibar. 

Germany  undertakes  to  renounce  her  extra-territorial  rights  in 
Zanzibar  as  soon  as  other  nations  which  possess  the  same  rights  agree 
to  their  abolition. 
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C— West  Africa  («m  map  opjiosite). 

The  neutral  zone  constituted  by  the  Agreement  of  1888  h&s  now 
been  divided  between  Great  Britain  and  Germany,  together  with  the 
country  to  the  north  of  this  zone.  Inside  the  zone  :Sidfiya  becomes 
British  and  Veiidi  German  ;  to  the  north  of  it,  .Vamf»-uti  Britisli  and 
Cbakoti  German. 

Tlie  whole  of  West  Africa  is  now  pegged  out  amongst  the  varioas 
Powers ;  it  now  remains  to  be  seen  what  use  they  will  make  of  the 
territory  they  have  thus  acquired.  It  is  one  thing  to  expand  ;  another 
to  develop  the  territory  acquired. 


Lord  Salisbury  at  the  Guildhall,  on  Nov- 
LoRD  Salisbubt  ember  9th,  referred  to  the  Anglo -Uermsn 
ON  THR  Agreement,  agreement,  and  gave  a  characteristically  cynical 
summary  of  it,  which  wo  quote  in  full  : — 
"  Tt  has  so  happened  Chat  this  morning  you  have  had  the  intelligence  of 
an  ai;reement  between  ouraelves  nnd  that  one  of  the  Continental  States  with 
which  we  have  for  many  years  ent«rtained  relations  of  sympathy  and  friend- 
ship beyond  all  others.  Samoa  is  not  oE  itself  a  very  important  matter.  If 
I  were  to  toll  you  that  it  consists  of  the  islands  of  Upolu,  Savaii.  and 
Tutuila  I  am  afraid  that  I  should  not  add  much  to  tout  knowledge,  and  I  am 
bound  gratefully  to  acknowledge  that,  having  held  the  seals  of  the  Foreign 
Office  fur  many  years,  it  has  added  hu^ly  to  my  geographical  information. 
But  Samoa  is  of  importance  because  it  did  constitute  a  subject  of  difference 
between  us  and  a  nation  whose  good  will  we  value  very  highly.  I  do  not 
know  quite  clearly  why  the  German  people  and  Government  attached  ao 
much  importance  to  the  island  of  Upolu  ;  but  they  did  so ;  and  we  have 
been  very  glad  to  find  a  means,  without  in  the  least  diminishing  the  rights 
and  advantages  of  England,  to  gratify  their  feelings  and  sentimeuts  in  that 
resuect.  The  agreement  is  a  complicated  one,  and  I  certainly  should  not 
maKe  it  intelligible  un  the  present  occasion  if  I  went  into  it  in  detail.  But, 
roughly,  it  may  ha  said  that  the  Germans  had  great  interests  in  this  land. 
because  they  had  invested  lai^e  amounts  in  the  cultivation  of  it,  and  had 
constructed  a  great  commerce  of  which  they  were  proud.  The  ij-land,  there- 
fore, to  them  had  a  special  value.  To  us  islands  only  have  a  value,  as  a 
rule,  in  as  far  as  they  furnish  good  harbours  ;  and  Upolu  furnished  a  veiy 
bad  harbour.  You  may  some  of  you  remember  a  great  hurricane  whidi 
took  place  there  some  years  ago,  when,  I  think,  the  British  nian-of-nir 
escaped,  but  the  German  and  the  American  men-of-war  wore  driven  on  the 
shore.  Well,  under  those  circumstances  we  were  glad  to  accept  n  renuncia- 
tion of  the  treaty  claims  and  rights  of  Germany  in  another  island— the 
island  of  Tonga — where  there  is  an  admirable  and  unniistakahle  harbour. 
We  take  away  the  liarbour,  and  the  Germans  take  away  the  territory  in 
which,  fur  many  reasons,  they  are  specially  interested  ;  and  I  believe  that 
we  have  arrived  at  that  very  remarkable  ulienonienou^An  agreement  which 
is  pleasing  and  advantageous  in  hi|us1  degrees  to  both  of  the  Powers  wbo 
have  signed  it.  But  this  is  interesting  to  us  particularly  as  an  indication 
that  at  the  present  moment  our  relations  with  the  German  people  are  all 
that  we  could  desire." 
This  furnishes  another  formala    that    may   yet    prove    useful    for 
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justifying    "  graceful    cnncessions  "  —  "  no   harbour  "  !       We    reaJly 
wonder  it  was  not  applied  bo  Pashods  ! 


J.  We  reproduce  below  a  remarkable  circular 

whicli  haa  been  issued  in  tbe  Stamford  Division 
and  which  a  correspondeat  ia  good  enough  to  send  ns  :— 

BOYCOTTED. 
To  tht  BUcton  of  thr  PariA  of  Barrou^. 


I,  when  Ur.  Younger  and  others  vould  be  present.  It  has  been  s<q- 
gested  that  the  Libenils  should  attend  this  meeting  and  break  it  up,  as  a 
protest  gainst  this  one-sided  business.  This  I  strongly  urge  not  to  be  done. 
Now  that  Mr.  Younger  has  had  an  opportunity  of  fulfilling  the  wild  amd 
reckless  promisee  be  made  at  the  last  Election,  it  will  be  well  to  aak  how 
they  have  been  fulfilled. 

WHAT  HE  PROMISED.  WH.\T  HAS  BKEN   DON'F. 

Old  Age  Pensions        Nothing 

Poor  Law  Keform        Nothing 

The  Keferendum  Nothing 

Iriiprovetoent  in  the  Dwellings  of  the  Poor         ...  Notliing 

Extension  of  Small  Holdings  Notliing 

Ke^tration  Reform Nothing 

School  Board  Rates  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Exchequer  Xothini; 

"One  man,  one  value"  Nothing 

"A  full  pint  and  a  pure  pint"         Nothing 

Perhaps  Mr.  Younger  will  explain  to  the  clei^  of  the  district  what  be 
meant  by  this  last  item  ;  also  to  the  agricultural  labourers  how  it  is  thej 
were  left  out  of  the  "  Workmen's  Comi«nsation  Act." 

(Signed),        Frbdehigk  Tombs, 
lAbeml  AgttU  for  thf  Stamford  Divitum. 
2,  London-road,  Grantham,  November  25th,  1899. 

This  seems  to  need  no  comment  of  ours.      We  shall  be  interested  in 
hearing  of  Mr.  Younger's  reply. 


ixird  Curzon  ofEedleston  isofan  inquiring 

LoHD  Curzon's        turn  of  mind  and  one  resultof  his  investigation.^ 

NKW  is  that  he  has  decided  to  alter  the  policy  which 

Frontier  Policy,     the  Indian  Government  had  adopted  on  the 

Indian    Frontier.       Lord   Curzon    found    that 

Government  committed,  in  some  cases  tentatively,  in  others,  positively, 

to  a  policy  which  involved — 
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ia)  the  construction  of  larf^e  fortificaliona  and  the  maintenance  of  an 

unreduced  garrison  in  the  Chitral  Valley, 
{b)  the  expenditure  of  several  lakhs  on  the  construction  of  a  new 
fort  at  Jjandi  Kotal  and  other  fortified  works  on  a  large  scale 
in  the  Khaibar, 
{c)  to  building  or  laying  the  bed  of  a  Kliaibar  railway, 
i^d)  to  considerable  additional  expenditure  on  the  forts  and  garrisons 
on  the  Samana  range,  and,  ns  regards  the  Tochi  Valley,  to 
maintain  a  large  permanent  garrison  of  regular  troops, 
^e)  to  establish  a  central  cantonment  at  Mtranshah,  and  there  and 
elsewhere  to  acquire   sites  for  the  accommodation  of  the  pro- 
posed garrisons. 
i^  Wana  was  to  be  maintained  with  a  regular  garrison  to  guard  the 

Oomal  route  and  Waziristan. 
Lord  Curzon's  new  policy  involves  an  enormous  departure  from  all  this ; 
in  fact,  his  policy  is  one  which  is  absolutely  and  entirely  based  on 
different  principles.  In  Cbitral,  for  instance,  instead  of  adding  to  the 
fortifications  and  iiicreasing  the  garrison,  there  are  to  be  no  fortifica- 
tions and  the  garrison  is  to  be  reduced.  The  "  Forward  "  policy — 
which  led  to  all  the  recent  trouble  on  the  North  West  Frontier— is 
Abandoned  and  in  its  stead  we  are  to  have  a  policy  based  on  the 
following  considerations  (the  summary  is  that  of  the  Simla  corre- 
spondent of  the  Times) : — 

"(1)  The  desire  of  the  Government  of  India  to  save  the  great  expenM 
And  the  permanent  subtraction  from  the  offensive  strength  in  India  caused 
by  the  locking-up  of  large  numbers  of  the  regular  Army  in  advanced 
fortified  positions  in  the  tribal  country  at  a  diHtsnco  from  their  base. 

"(2)  Inasmuch  as  our  retirement  from  these  regions  is,  in  virtue  of  our 
engagements,  neither  possible  nor  desirable,  it  is  t>rop<>3ed  to  provide  for 
their  proper  protection,  and  at  the  same  time  enlist  the  tribes  in  the  defence 
of  their  country,  by  enrolling  them  in  local  militia  corps  under  British 
officers  in  varying  degrees  of  orgnnisation,  according  to  the  requirements  of 
the  locality  and  the  state  of  develiipment  of  our  relations.  The  tribal  corps 
will  represent  more  than  one  intervening  stage  between  the  primitive  feudal 
levies  of  the  Chitntl  Valley  and  the  highly -trained  and  senii-mUitary 
organisation  of  the  Khaibar  Rifles. 

"  (3)  The  third  principle  is  the  provision  of  adequate  military  security 
for  the  positions  from  which  military  garrisons  are  tii  he  withdrawn  by  the 
maintenance  of  campt  or  movable  columns  at  neighbouring  points  within  or 
upon  the  administrative  border  of  India.     These  cantonments  will,  where 

Cible,  be  connected  by  light  railways  with  the  military  bases  of  British 
a,  so  that  it  will  be  possible  to  push  forward  alnvst  at  a  moment's  notice 
the  forces  required  fur  the  suppression  of  disturbances  or  the  support  of  the 
militia  in  the  tribal  area  on  this  i>ide  of  the  Durand  line. 

'■The  result  of  these  measures,  if  successfully  intmduced,  will  be  a  net 
annual  saving  of  many  lakhs  to  the  Indian  Exchequer,  (he  restoration  to  the 
-offensive  strength  of  the  Indian  Army  of  the  very  consideralile  quota  now 
habitally  lost  by  service  in  advanced  garrisons,  and  the  conciliation  of  the 
tribes  by  the  oner  to  secure  to  them  well-paid  eiiiploynient  in  the  defence  of 
their  own  cuuntry." 

The  relief  felt  by  the  adoption  of  this  policy  can  be  gauged  from  the 
opinion  of  Indian  papers  : — 


)  by  Google 


603  TUB   LIBERAL   MAaASINX.  [Decanbar,  lS9a 

The  Engliakman  warmly  congratulates  tbe  Ticeroj,  and  rejoices  »t 
the  means  found  to  reduce  the  frontier  expenses. 

The  Indian  Daily  Xewis  : — The  scheme  commends  itself  alike  from 
the  economic  and  political  point  of  view,  and  will  meet  with  a 
favourable  reception  from  both  political  parties. 

The  Pioneer  believes  the  Viceroy's  plan  will  conciliate  the  tribes. 

Tlie  Time»  of  India  declares  it  to  be  the  most  important  work 
which  Iiord  Curzon  has  undertaken,  and  applauds  his  moderation. 
"  Perfection  cannot  be  attained  on  the  frontier,  but  the  Viceroy  enlists- 
the  support  of  all  schools  of  frontier  experts." 

The  Civil  and  Military  Gazette  : — The  economy  involved  in  the 
proposals  should  alone  earn  the  approval  of  the  Indian  public. 

The  Times,  in  commentiDg  on  Ixird  Curzon's  new  policy,  said  (on 
August' 7th)  : — 

"  Lord  Elgin,  no  doubt  vsry  much  against  his  will,  had  to  take  ver; 
strong  measures  in  order  to  show  the  border  tribes  that  their  mountain 
fastneBses  are  not  imprei(nable,  and  that  the  punishment  of  their  misdeeda 
can  be  inflicted  by  Britisbpower,  even  where  they  think  themselves  moat- 
Becure.  Lord  Cui^on  of  Redleston  has  entered  into  his  labours,  and,  as  a 
forward  policy  was  forced  upon  Lord  Elgin,  the  opportunity  now  occurs  for 
trying  measures  of  a  ditferent  kind.  They  are  not,  however,  to  be  regarded 
as  measuraa  conceived  in  a  different  spirit,  or  as  abandoning  anything  that 
the  previous  exertions  of  the  Indian  Government  hud  secured.  They  are- 
different  in  chnructer  because  the  circumstances  are  different,  but  the  aim  i» 
unchanged.  They  promise  to  be  much  less  costly  than  those  projected  while 
the  Indian  Government  was  jtltU  uitder  the  injlxv^nce  of  the  Chitral  and  Tirah 
eampaigtir,  and  we  mny  at  least  hope  that  they  will  be  sufficient  for  the 
purposes  in  view." 

The  italics  are  our  own.  It  is  well  that  Lord  Curzon  should  thus 
riuickly  and  eGFectively  have  checked  a  forward  policy  which  involved 
vast  expenditure  and  sought  to  dragoon  the  frontier  tribes  into- 
Bubmissiou  instead  of  co-operating  with  them. 


We  give  below  the  figures  relating  to  the 
British  Tradr.        Imports  and  Exports  for  October,  along  with 
a  table  showing  the  year's  trade  to  dat«,  as- 
compared  with  the  same  period  during  1898  : — 
OCTOBBR,   1899. 

i      Month  ending  Oct-  3Ut.     I  I 

I 1      Inoreue.      I  Decrease. 

]         1899.  1893.  I  I 

'  £  I  £  '  £  I         £ 

Imports    

Exports    

Ke-ex[iorte  of  Foreign  1 

and  -       „,.„„„, ..~..         ..,..—, 

Colonial  Merchandise  J 

Total 73,390,690  1    63,561,804 
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Ybab's  Tkade  to  Date. 


yor  the  ten  mooths  ending 

iDciewe. 

Slat  Oct.,  '99. 

aiatOot,  "98. 

£ 
400.134,971 
•218,060.218 

54.224,146 

£ 
383,248,614 
192,692,177 

60,663,983 

£ 
16.886,357 
2S.458,041 

3.670.163 

£ 

Ra-exporta  of  Foreign 

and 
Coloniftl  MerchMidise 

— 

672,409,335 

626.394.774 

46.014,561 
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THE  WORKMEN'S  COMPENSATION  ACT. 


'*  The  multitude  of  appeals  ariaii^  out  of  the  Workmen's  Uoinpensation 
Act  is  becoming  a  matter  of  grave  c.incem.  .  .  .  Two  indirect  effects 
<,f  the  St*tute  are  becoming  clear.  The  machinery  which  it  sets  up  i»  com- 
plicated. .  .  .  The  Act  means,  it  ia  to  be  feared,  in  practice  the  punish- 
ment of  old  ageand  middle  age  also.  It  involves  the  cashiering  of  not  a  few 
pereone  who  would  have  kept  their  places  for  some  years.  The  full  eftect  ot 
the  Act  will  not  be  known  until  we  learn  not  only  the  compensation  paid  to 
aufferers,  but  the  average  age  of  workmen  employed  in  the  occupations  to 
which  the  Statute  relates  before  and  after  it  came  into  operation."— Timei 
<Leading  article)  July  24th,  1899. 

Wk  continue — up  to  the  end  of  October — our  record  of  ca«8  under 
the  Workmen'e  Compensation  Act  decided  in  the  Court  of  Appeal. 
PreTiouB  articles  on  the  subject  will  be  found  in  the  Libbral 
Maoazihe  for  March  at  page  162,  and  for  June  at  page  283.  We  shaU 
•complete  the  recoid  for  the  year  in  our  next  number. 


Before  Lord  Justice  A.  L.  Smilit 

Lord  Jiistice  Righy  /  Jwi«  5lh,  '. 

Lord  Juntice  Vaughan  Williams   | 


I, 


Davies  akd  Wife  c  Thb  Main  Colliery  Company,  Limited. 

The   claimants  for  compensation  were  the  father  and  mother  of 

William  Davies,  &god  sixteen,  who  had  been  in  the  Ber\'ice  of  the 
-employers,  the  Main  Colliery  Company,  and  had  died  in  consequence 
■of  injuries  received  in  the  course  of  hia  employment.  The  family 
■consisted  of  father,  motlier,  and  six  children  including  the  deceased. 
The  lather  earned  25s.  a  week  as  a  collier,  the  eldest  ohUd,  a  daughter, 
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earned  12s.  a  week,  the  second  daugliter  7b.  a  week,  and  the  deceased 
8s.  a  week.  The  three  joungeat  cliildren  were  not  earuiac  anything, 
neither  was  the  mother.  The  County-court  Judge  of  Neath  found 
that  the  father  was  in  part  dependent  on  l>hn  earnings  of  the  deceased 
and  made  an  award  in  favour  of  him.     The  eaipioyers  appealed. 

Hdd  that  there  was  evidence  from  which  the  County-court  Judge 
could  find  that  the  father  and  mother  were  "dependentr" 
upon  the  dead  son  and  that  consequently  the  Court  of  Appeal 
would  not  disturb  the  finding. 

Fagan  v.  Reed  Brotbrrs. 

The  employ^  was  a  girl  aged  sixteen  in  the  employment  of  a  firm 
of  engineers  and  machinists ;  she  met  with  the  accident  whilst  working 
at  a  stamping  machine.  An  action  to  recover  damages  at  common  law 
was  brought,  but  it  was  unsuccessful.  Proceedings  were  subsequently 
taken  under  the  Compensation  Act.  The  County-court  Judge  of 
Liverpool  decided  against  the  girl  on  the  ground  that  she  was  disobey- 
ing orders  at  the  time  the  accident  happened.  She  appealed.  The 
question  arose  whether,  after  failing  in  her  action  at  common  law  she 
could  bring  an  action  under  the  Compensation  Act. 
Held  that  she  could  not. 

Before  Lord  Justice  A.  L.  Smith  \ 

L/^rd  Justice  Rigby  [    June  Xdth,  1899. 

Lord  Justice    Vaughan    Williams  i 
Appleby  v.  Tub  Horbelev  Co.  ^Ltd.)  and  Lovatt. 

The  appti  ants  were  the  widow  and  children  of  a  workman  who 
had  been  killed  by  an  accident  in  tht;  course  of  his  employment.  The 
employers  of  the  workman  were  the  Horaeley  Company  {Limited),  and 
the  work  which  they  had  undertaken,  and  on  which  the  workman  was 
engaged  at  the  time  of  the  accident,  was  bridge  work  and  iron  work  in 
connection  with  alterations  which  were  being  carried  out  at  Leicester 
Railway  Station.  The  work  of  carrying  out  the  alterations  as  a  whole 
had  been  undertaken  by  Henry  Lovatt,  and  the  Horseley  Company 
had  entered  into  a  sub-contract  with  him  for  the  bridge  work  and  iron 
work.  The  workman  had  originally  been  in  the  employment  of  the 
companv  as  a  riveter,  earning  wages  at  the  vhXm  of  £,1  10s.  a  week. 
But  in  March,  1896,  he  met  with  an  accident,  in  consequence  of  which 
he  was  unable  to  do  any  work  for  eleven  months,  l)ut  he  was  not  dis- 
missed from  the  service  of  his  employers.  In  February,  1807,  he 
commenced  work  again,  but  he  was  then  employed  as  a  timekeeper  and 
storekeeper,  earning  wages  at  the  rate  of  3Cte.  a  week.  He  continued 
to  work  in  this  sort  of  employment  till  his  death  in  consequence  of  the 
accident  now  in  question,  which  happened  on  September  27th,  1898. 
The  County-court  Judge  of  Leicester  made  an  award  in  favour  of  the 
applicants,  assessing  the  compensation  ut  ;C26d.  The  question  in  the 
appeal  wa'4  as  to  the  amount  of  coiiipensation  to  which  the  applicants 
were  entitled  under  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act.     The  appli- 
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cants  were  wholly  dependeat  upon  the  eamiugs  of  the  deceased  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  By  the  first  schedule  to  the  Act,  section  I  (a)  {%), 
"The  amount  of  compensation  under  this  Act  shall  be,  where  death 
results  from  the  injury,  if  the  workman  leaves  any  dependants  wholly 
dependent  upon  his  earnings  at  the  time  of  his  death,  a  sum  equal  to 
his  earnings  in  the  employment  of  the  same  employer  during  the  three 
yeara  next  preceding   the  injury,  .  and  if  the  period  of  the 

workman's  employment  by  the  said  employer  has  been  leas  than  the 
said  three  years,  then  the  amount  of  his  earnings  during  the  said  three 
years  shall  be  deemed  to  be  156  times  his  average  weekly  earnings 
during  the  period  of  his  actual  employment  under  the  said  employer." 
The  County-court  Judge  found  as  a  fact  that  there  had  been  a  break  of 
eleven  months  in  the  employment  of  the  deceased,  and  that  he  entered 
upon  a  new  employment  in  February,  1897  ;  he  took  the  period  before 
that  break,  while  the  deceased  was  earning  £2  10s.  a  week,  and  the 
period  after  the  break,  while  the  deceased  was  earning  30s.  a  week,  and 
calculated  the  average  weekly  earnings  of  those  two  periods  added 
together,  and  multiplied  that  averse  by  156,  which  gave  £369.  The 
employers  appealed. 

Held  that  the  amount  of  compensation  must  be  156  times  the 
average  weekly  earnings  of  the  workman  during  the  period 
when  he  was  continuously  employed,  and  that  the  amount  to 
be  awarded  in  this  cose  was  therefore  l.'iC  times  the  amount 
of  wages  from  February,  1897,  i.e.  £234. 

ApPLBBV  v.   ThK   HonsBLKT   Co.    tTJ'H'-)   AND   liOVATT. 

This  was  an  appeal  in  the  above  case  in  which  the  appellants  were 
the  contractors  and  the  defendants  the  sub-contractors  against  whom 
the  action  was  jointly  brought  by  the  workman's  widow.  The  County- 
court  Judge  had  ordered  the  Horseley  Company  to  indemnify  Henry 
Lovatt  gainst  liability  to  pay  the  compensation  and  costs  directed  to 
be  paid  by  the  award.  This  order  was  asked  for  on  Lovatt's  behalf  at 
the  hearing  of  the  arbitration,  no  notice  of  intention  to  claim  such 
indemnity  having  been  previously  given  to  the  Horseley  Company. 
The  Company  appealed. 

Held  that  notice  was  necessary  and  that  the  appeal  must  be 
allowed  to  succeed. 

Brows  r.  Scott. 

The  applicant  for  compensation  was  a  boy  of  the  age  of  13  who 
was  engaged  by  a  foreman  named  Holmes  to  work  for  his  employer. 
His  work  was  to  carry  picks.  He  also  acted  as  signal  boy  to  a  crane 
worked  by  Holmes.  He  also  trimmed  lamps,  and  a  fortnight  before 
the  accident  he  oiled  a  crusher  by  Holmes's  orders.  On  the  day  of  the 
accident  Holmes  ordered  him  to  carry  water  and  after  dinner  to  gather 
bags.  The  employer  was  at  the  time  engage<l  in  making  a  reservoir, 
and  there  were  a  number  of  sheds  in  which  were  machinery.  A  man 
named  Ebden,  who  was  in  the  same  employment,  but  not  under 
Holmes's  orders,  was  in  charge  of  a.  machine  in  one  of  the  sheds. 
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Ebden  told  the  boy  he  was  to  oil  his  machine.  The  boy  asked,  "  'Who 
says  Bol"  Ebden  answered,  "Your  boss,"  meaning  Hohnes.  Holme* 
had  not  in  fact  given  any  such  order.  The  boy  objected  to  oil  ibe 
machine  while  it  was  in  motion,  but  Ebden  refused  to  stop  the 
machine,  and  told  the  boy  to  get  on  or  be  would  tell  Holmes-  The 
boy  proceeded  to  oil  the  machine,  and  while  so  doing,  bis  foot  slipped 
and  he  sustained  injuries.  The  County-court  Judge  of  Durlum 
thought  that,  although  oiling  the  machine  was  not  part  of  the 
applicant's  regular  work,  yet,  aa  he  did  so  pursuant  to  Ebden'e  orders, 
the  accident  arose  nut  of  and  in  the  course  of  his  employment,  and  he 
made  an  award  in  the  applicant's  favour.     The  employer  appealed. 


course  of  the  boy's  employment  the  finding  of  the  County- 
court  Judge  could  not  be  disturbed. 

B«f</fe  Lord  Justice  A.  L.  Smith  j 

Lord  Jugiice  Righy  \jurm  \Tth,  1899. 

Zorrf  Justice  Yaughan  WiUiams  ) 
Srbgos  v.  Keen. 

The  workman  was  in  the  employment  of  the  defendants,  and  was 
injured  in  falling  off  a  ladder.  He  brought  an  action  against  the 
employers  under  the  Employers'  Liability  Act  of  1860,  alleging  that 
the  ladder  was  defective.  The  jury  found  that  the  ladder  was  not 
defective,  and  returned  a  verdict  for  the  employers,  and  the  action 
was  dismissed  with  costs.  At  the  request  of  the  workman,  the  Judge 
of  the  Southwark  County-court  thereupon  proceeded  to  assess  com- 
pensation under  Section  1,  Sub-section  4,  of  the  Compensation  Act 
The  Judge  at  a  subsequent  sitting  found  as  a  fact  that  all  the  costs, 
-  with  one  immaterial  exception,  which  the  employers  had  incurred  had 
been  occasioned  by  the  workman  bringing  the  action  under  the  Act  of 
18S0.  They  were  willing  to  have  admitted  their  liability  under  the 
Act  of  1897.  The  workman  deprived  of  his  costs  by  this  decision  of 
the  County-court  Judge  appealed. 

Held  that  the  County-court  Judge  was  within  his  rights  in  refusing 
to  allow  the  workman  his  costs. 
Lord  Justice  Rigby  said : — 

"The  sub-tection  gave  the  Judge  power  in  lUsmissing  the 
action  to  asflesa  compensation  under  the  Act  of  1897,  but  it  did  not 
saj  that  the  workman  was  to  have  any  costs  in  addition  to  the 
compensation.  However,  it  was  not  necetsary  to  decide  that  point." 

Before  Lord  Justice  A.   L.   Smith  | 

Lord  Justice  Rigby  \Juw  24(A,  1899. 

Lord  Jiutire   Vaugkan   WUliams  \ 

SlLVE»TKH  V.    CUDB. 

The  workman  was  a  bricklayer's  labourer  and  was  injured  in  the 
course  of  his  employment  on  or  about  a  buildiug.     Purticulam    were 
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duly  annexed  to  the  request  for  arbitration  in  accordance  with  Rule  9 
of  the  Compensation  laws,  1898.  Copies  of  the  particulars  were  duly 
served  on  the  employer.  The  particular,  however,  did  not  allei^  that 
the  buiidinx  exceeded  30  feet  in  height.  The  employer  did  not  file  any 
answer  in  accordance  with  rule  17.  At  the  hearing  the  employer 
wished  to  give  cfidunce  to  prove  that  the  building  did  not  exceed  30 
feet  in  height.  The  County-court  Judge  of  Bow  refused  to  allow  the 
employer  to  give  such  evidence  on  the  ground  that  he  hod  failed  to 
file  an  answer.     The  employer  appealed. 

Ildd  that  the  County-court  Judge  was  entitled  to  proceed  in  the 
arbitration  without  allowing  the  employer  an  opportunity  to 
file  an  answer. 

Before  Lord  Justice  A.  L.  Smith  | 

Lord  Juaiee  Righy  K  J^Uy  U*A,  1899. 

Lord  Justice  VaJif/kati  Williams  ) 

Chandler  v.  Smith  and  So\. 

The  workman  was  foreman  of  the  weaving  department  of  the 
employers,  the  defendants,  and  in  that  department  about  sixty  girla 
and  eight  to  ten  men  were  employed.  A  fitter  was  employed  to  set  up 
and  adjust  the  weaving  machines,  but  this  workman  used  frequently 
witb  his  employer's  knowledge  to  set  up  and  adjust  the  machines. 
Whilst  80  doing  he  had  his  right  thumb  almost  entirely  severed 
accidentally.  He  was  taken  to  the  infirmary  where  the  thnmb  was 
amputated,  returned  to  the  factory  the  same  day,  but  went  home  after 
the  dinner  hour  and  remained  there.  The  following  days  he  returned 
to  his  work  and  remained  at  the  factory  during  working  hours,  except 
that  from  time  to  time  fora  month  he  went  to  the  infirmary  to  have 
his  hand  dressed.  Each  time  this  occurred  it  took  him  about  one  hour. 
Since  the  accident  he  was  unable  to  set  up  or  adjust  the  machines  and 
the  employers  had  to  employ  another  man  for  this  work,  the  plaintiff 
being  employed  solely  in  the  supervision  of  the  weaving  department. 
His  wages  before  the  accident  were  ^3  a  week,  at  which  they 
remained  after  the  accident,  though  it  was  admitted  thai  if  he  had 
to  seek  further  employment  his  injured  thumb  would  prevent  his 
getting  so  high  a  salary.  The  County-court  Judge  of  Derby  found 
that  the  workman  had  not  been  disabled  for  a.  period  of  two  weeks 
from  earning  full  wages  at  the  work  at  which  he  was  employed, 
and  that  therefore  the  Act  did  not  apply. 

Held  that  the  County-court  Judge  ouftht  to  have  made  a  declara- 
tion that  the  employers  were  liable  for  compensation,  but  to 
have  adjourned  the  question  of  the  amount  and  the  duration 
of  the  compensation,  seeing  that  after  the  accident  his  wages 
were  the  same  as  before. 
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POINTS     FROM    SPEECHES. 

Lord  Eimborler.  NewCMtle-on-Tyne,  November  Uth,  18IL 

"  He  absolutely  refused  to  believe  that  Hr.  Charaberlain  ever 
wan  guilty  of  that  of  which  he  had  been  accused — of  deliberately 
intending  to  provoke  war.  In  connection  with  the  treaty  of  1881, 
Mr.  Chamberlain  and  he  were  in  close  consultation  continually  on 
that  matter,  and  they  were  practically  entirely  in  agreement  on  the 
courae  which  they  then  took.  Mr.  Chamberlain  had  a  coniplete  and 
unuHual  knowledge  of  that  most  difficult  question  in  South  Africa. 
He  said  more  than  that.  He  need  not  in  any  public  assembly 
hesitate  to  avow  that,  although  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  oourae 
for  which  Mr.  Gladstone  itnd  himself  were  apecially  respionsible  was 
a  wise  course,  he  was  well  aware  that  they  should  lie  open  to  most 
serious  attack,  and  the  man  to  whom,  next  to  Mr.  Gliulstone,  he 
wa»  indebted  more  than  any  one  else  for  strenuous  and  constant 
support  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  that  occasion  was  Mr. 
Chamberlain.  And  he  would  say  thi«,  that,  whatever  might  be  bis 
differences  with  Mr.  Chamberlain,  he  should  not  forjjet  that  fact, 
and  it  made  him  extremely  uninlling  to  make  any  bitter  attack  on 
him,  much  as  they  differed  now." 

From  Ike  TiHBS,  November  15th,  1899. 
It  is  the  pet  theory  of  the  Tory  party  that  the  primary  cause  of  the 

present  trouble  is  Majuba.     We  woader  how  Mr.  Chamberlain  will 

like  to  be  reminded  that  there  was  no  more  elrenuous  defender  of  that 

policy  than  himself. 


Hr.  Chamberlain.  Leicester,  November  SOth,  1891. 

"In  fact,  throughout  you  will  find  tliat,  while  we  have  origin- 
ated and  carried  out  great  reforms,  all  that  the  Radicals  have  been 
able  to  do— and  they  have  done  little  of  that — has  been  to  tinker 
with  the  details  of  tho  legislation,  to  add  something,  to  round  off  a 
comer  here,  or  to  reniOTe  a  prominence  somewhere  else." 

From  the  Times,  Dteember  l*t,  1899. 
This  is  in  speaking  of  the  record  of  parties  since  1886.     But  if  the 
Budget  of  1894  only  rounded  off  the  corner  of  some  great   Unionist 
achievement,  why  was  it  so  bitterly  opposed  by  the  Unionists  t 


Hr.  Chamberlain.  Leicester,  Noremtmr  30th,  ISMl 

' '  I  must  not  spend  too  much  time  over  the  list  of  our  perf  ormancea, 
but  I  want  to  remind  you  thai  in  other  questions  of  social  reform 
the  Govemmt-nt  has  been  active.  We  have  endeavoured  to  deal, 
I  do  not  say  finally,  but  partially  at  any  rate,  with  the  great  question 
of  tho  housing  of  the  working  classes,  and  that  of  enabling  working 
men  to  become  the  owners  of  their  own  dwelling-houses." 

From  the  Times,  Deremher  tst,  IW. 

This  is  in  reference,  of  courae,  to  the  Small  Houses  Bill — a  BiU 

which  does  nothing  to  solve  the  real  housing  question  though  it  may 

in  a  few  instances  enable  workmen  to  buy  their  own  dwelling-housML 
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Sir  Willi&m  Honldsrorth,  H.F.  (C.)  November  ZUt,  1899. 

"The  time  tud  arrived  when  it  was  slwolutely  owontiiU  that 
there  should  be  a  union  it  nay  advance  waa  to  be  made  in  temper- 
ance reform.  The  concluitions  he  had  come  to  from  a  conaidemtion 
of  the  two  wain  reports  of  the  Licensing  Cominisaion  were  that  a 
^Tvat  deal  more  might  be  done  than  was  beinf;  done  if  only  the 
present  laws  were  more  strictlj  enforced  and  the  justices  exercised 
their  discretion  more  carefully,  and  that  there  was  much  more 
agreement  between  the  trade  and  the  temperance  party  nn  all  the 
great  leading  principlea  of  temperance  reform  than  many  of  them 
had  any  conceptiun  of  before  the  issue  uf  the  reports.  It  would 
depend  rery  much  on  the  union  of  the  temperance  party  whether 
those  reforms  on  which  there  was  thia  substantial  agreement  were 
brought  into  operation  or  not.  He  ^4aw  no  ressun  why  the  Govern- 
ment should  not  legislate  upon  those  points  on  which  the  Commis- 
sion was  practically  unanimous." 

Mr.  T.  P.  WMttaker,  H.F.  (L.)  Novembor  21st,  1899. 

"Lord  Peel's  report  declared  most  empbatically  and  demon- 
strated most  clearly  that  there  was,  and  could  be,  no  legal  claim  to 
OompensaCton,  but  that,  at  a  matter  of  grace  and  as  a  temporary 
expedient,  it  would  be  desimble  to  combine  a  time  notice  with  a 
monetaiy  compensation.  He  claimed  to  be  as  sound  and  earnest 
on  this  question  as  any  temoeiance  man  in  the  country,  and  he 
declared  he  could  see  no  suDstantial  objection  to  the  working  of 


Tliese  are  interesting  extracts  from  speeches  delivered  at  the 
meeting  at  Queen's  Hall,  convened  hj  the  Central  Temperance 
Iiegialution  Board.  It  is  int-eresting  to  note  that  a  letter  waa  read 
from  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  who  said,  "  I  fear  that  the  Govern- 
ment are  not  likely  to  make  any  move  of  their  own.  ."  Clearly 
if  Beer  and  Bible  are  united,  they  have  no  illoaiona  about  each  other. 


Hr.  B-  W.  E-  Middleton.  Hnddenfield.  Nonmb6T27th,  1899- 

"  The  worli  of  the  agents  was  increasing,  especially  with  tlie 
vast  amount  of  municipal  work  as  well  as  Parliamentary  which  was 
now  thrown  upon  their  hands.  It  required  as  much  skill  in  the 
present  day  to  conduct  these  municipal  contests  an  to  conduct  Par- 
liamentary contests.  Besides,  thtrc  weie  minor  local  appainlmeiUt 
■trliichtrvreila'jbiiiiai;  btiwj  filled  tip  mere  and  more  at  Uie  htsligatiou 
of  partu  orijnniaiition!.  Mtl>ong\  he  had  ncitr fiinmred  that  to  any 
ffrent  txlatt,  it  ««m  a  ntcesntij  icfiich  luid  been  thrust  itpoit  them,  and 
tiJiich  he  failed  to  «e«  /i'»r  uny  agent  'tJw  imw  v.orl:iiij  a  coiistUnency 
cutiid  atoid  dtalitvt  fcilh." 

From  the  Times,  Xn:-cuiher2»lh,  1899. 

This  is  from  a  speech  by  Mr.  Middlelon,  at  tiie  Eighth  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  National  Society  of  Conservative  Agents.  Mr. 
Middleton  is  at  once  President  of  that  Society  and  the  principal  agent  of 
the  Conservative  party.  If  this  had  been  a  meeting  at  Tammany  Hall, 
and  the  speaker  had  been  Boss  Crober  instead  of  Mr.  Middleton,  it 
would  probably  have  shocked  some  of  us, 
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Hr,  Ch&mberlain.  Leicester,  November  SOth.  UBS; 

"  Wo  used  to  Buy  hard  things  of  one  «iiother,  we  wko  are  all 
friendit  sitting  tiigether  round  these  tables,  and  "jhy  luit  ?  Lord 
Saiiebury  colled  me  Jack  Cade,  but  I  alvraya  said  1  thought  Jack 
Cade  was  a  much  misunderatood  porson.  But  let  that  pass.  I  hxie 
said  many  disagreeable  things  about  lK>rd  Salisbury,  but  nothing 
that  he  said  of  me  and  nothing  that  I  said  of  him  ever  prevented  our 
cO'Operating  cordially  upon  what  fortunately  tre  were  both  able  to 
believe  was  for  the  interests  of  the  nation." 

From  the  TlMGs,  Dettinbtr  Ut.  ISW. 

Id  other  words,  Mr.  Chamberlain  confpsxes  that  he  treats  politics  as 

a  game  in  which  it  is  his  business  to  say  "  disogreeBble  "  things  abont 

his  opponents,  not   because  they  advocate  principles  or   nieas 

which  he  disapproves,  hut  just  because  they  are  his  opponents  ! 


Hr.  O.  Toonser.  Fishcross,  November  2^h,  1899- 

"  As  only  four  years  had  run  of  the  seven  years  during  vhich  a 
Parliament  lasted,  he  did  not  think  it  was  good  enough  to  charge 
the  present  Government  with  non-fulRlment  of  their  pledges  until 
they  had  gone  out  of  office.  There  was  every  indicatiiiQ.  he 
thought,  that  during  the  next  session  of  Parliament  this  extremely 
dithcult  question  of  old-age  pensions  would  be  satisfactorilv  dealt 
with." 

From  Ihf  Scotsman,  November  Unth.   1899. 
We  should  very  much  like  to  know  what  these  "  indications  "  are. 

Tliey  are  not  visible  to  the  naked  eye.     We  ought  to  odd  that  Mr. 

Younger  is  Tory  candidate  for  Clackmannan. 


Hr.  OhamberlauL  Leicester.  November  2901,  1899. 

''  I  havH  had  a  good  deal  of  experience  in  several  Governments. 
Judging  frnm  that,  I  am  inclined  to  say  that  this  Government,  of 
which  now  I  atn  a  member,  is  one,  at  any  race,  of  the  most  anited 
that  this  country  has  ever  known.  ...  If  yuu  could  spare  me  an 
hour  or  two  more  I  might  perhaps  faintly  and  imperfectly  indicate  to 
you  the  many  other  claims  which  this  Government  has  upon  your 
confidence.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  in  brief — what  after  all  I 
should  only  be  indulging  in  repetition  if  I  were  to  say  at  more 
length — I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  in  brief  that  this  is  really  the 
beat  Government  of  modem  times." 

Frnm  the  Times,   November  SOlh,   1889. 
It  would  certainly  take  an  "  hour  or  two  "  to  prove  that.     And  are 
not  the  protestations  about  unanimity  too  protesting! 

Hi.  T.  W.  BnsBell.  HP.  Ediitbnrsli,  November  2Mh.  1899. 

"The  retrocession  of  the  Transvaal  could  only  be  defended  on 
the  highest  Christian  principles." 

From  Uk  Daily  News,  November  30th,  1899. 
As  Mr.  Russell  apparently  thinks  the  retroce.sBion  was  foolish,  it 
would  appear  that  he  has  rather  a  curious  opinion  of  Christianity. 
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POINTS    FROM    THE    PAPERS. 


From  thr  1L.P.  News,  Noifmba;  18M. 

"  As  0  rule  it  is  the  endeavour  of  those  respoosible  for  the 
producbion  of  the  I.L.P.  News  to  steer  quite  cle«rof  the  disputes  in 
polic;  which  occasionally  lake  place  in  privataly-oirDcd  Sucinliat 
journals.  It  is  not  our  business  to  advocate,  but  bo  express,  aa 
plainly  as  we  can,  the  prevailin);  thuuf^ht  of  uur  movement.  The 
present  unhappy  war,  however.  Ilea  outside  the  ranf^e  of  ordinary 
political  controversy.  It  stirs  up  the  depths  of  our  tiioral  being  in 
a  way  no  question  of  tactics  or  propaganda  can  effect,  and,  there- 
Core,  we  feel  justiGed,  nay,  callnl  upon  to  axpmss  what  we  think, 
after  mature  consideration,  to  be  not  only  the  1.  L.  P.  but  the 
prevailing  Socialist  sentiment  on  the  matter.  .  .  .  This  being 
so,  our  sympathies  are  wholly  with  the  Boers,  aiid  the  bravery  of 
British  troops  excites  in  us  no  more  admiration  than  the  valour  of 
anannyofbuccaneersor  pirates  woulddo.  .  .  .  Under  these  circum- 
stancea,  if  it  were  reasonably  possible  that  the  Boers  could  defeat 
the  British  army,  we  should  wish  them  Godspeed,  and  if  any  efforts 
of  ours  would  avail  to  that  end,  they  would  be  freely  given.  That 
is  very  plain  speaking  ;  but  we  venture  to  say  it  expresses  without 
cant  what  the  great  majority  of  British  Socialists  think." 
This  is  from  an  article  signed  H.R.S.,  but  it  will  be  aoticed  that  it 

18  published  to  express  "prevniling  Socialist  sentiment"    The  I.L.P. 

will  probably  find  (like  the  Irishmen  have  done)  that  their  cauae  will 

oot  be  helped  by  the  wish  to  see  British  arms  defeated  on  the  field  of 

battle. 


From  the  Timoa,  Xoiembcr  26th,  1899. 

Annual  Conference  of  the  National  Union  of  Conser\'ative  and  Constitu- 
tional Associations  at  Dewslniry,  November  28th,  1690. 

"  Mr.  F.  W.  Deacon,  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  Working  Men's 
Conservative  Federation,  in  moving  a  resolution  dealing  with  the 
Teform  of  the  Poor  Law,  said  a  large  number  of  the  working 
classes  were  wishful  that  the  Government  should  take  up  this 
question.  lu  his  opinion  the  funds  should  be  expended  more  in 
the  relief  of  the  deserving  poor  than  in  the  payment  of  fat  officials. 
During  the  recent  strike  in  Wales  the  miners  were  deprived  of 
their  poUtical  privileges  simply  because  they  were  obliged  to  apply 
for  relief.  (Gries  of  "Quite  right.")  These  men  were  not  wastrels 
but  belonged  to  the  honest  working  classes  of  the  country,  and  ha 
contended  that  these  were  the  kind  of  deserving  poor  who  ought 
not  to  be  deprived  of  the  right  of  citizenship  simply  because  they 
required  temporary  relief." 

The  cries  of  "Quite  right  "  when  Mr.  Deacon  was  protesting  against 
the  disfranchisement  of  the  Wel^h  miners  sliowy  thiit  old  fashioned 
Toryism,  in  spite  of  modern  profesitions  of  sympathy  with  the  working- 
classes,  is  much  what  it  was,  and  it  is  not  surprising  to  find  that  "after 
some  further  discussion,  it  was  agreed,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ward 
Humphreys,  Tfutl  Ike  questi&ii  be  not  put,  and  the  next  business  was 
proceeded  with." 
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Prom  the  Times,  November  2Sth,  1899. 

LKADINO    ARTICLS.  Sl'MMAUY. 

"Hia(Str  H.  Camj^KU-Bamiitr-  "The  Wab  in  South  Arsic*. — 

man's)    conventional    ezpreasionB      Speabingat  Binningham,  last  night 

, .._  ._:,.u  ^u !.„  —      su,     g       Campbell-  Bannornuw 

referred  in  terms  of  wurm  praise  to 
the  conduct  of  the  BritisQ  Croopa 
the  success  of  the  British  arms,  in  South  Africa,  and  to  the  un«n- 
which  do  not  reach  a  very  higli  imity  and  loyalty  of  the  nation, 
temperature,  did  not,  apparently,  irrespective  of  party  political  pre- 
excrciee  a  magnetic  influence  on  judice,  or  even  of  opinion,  in  the 
public  opinion  in  Birmingham."  ritforoua  prosecution  of    the  war. 

Liberals  were  as  anxious  as  any 
one  for  a  triumphant  concluson  of 
the  struggle.     .     .      ." 
It  is  well  that  the  sumniarist  of  the  Tim^  should  thns  strikingly 
have  refuted  the  libel  of  the  leading  article. 


Goverament  Blue  Books  and  Returns- 
Report  of  the  Committee  of  Coancil  on 
Elementabt  Education  Education  (Enzland  and  Wales),  with  Appen- 
(Enqland  and  Wales),    dlx,  1898-9.     [C— 9401].     Price  39.  9d- 

This  report,  which  deals  with  the  yev 
-ending  August  31st,  1898,  contains  atattsttcs  of  Public  Elementary 
Schools,  Traiuing  Colleges,  Accommodation,  Attendance,  Grants, 
Teaching  Power,  Oi^anisation,  Finance,  and  Penaioos. 

The  number  of  scholars  on  the  registers  ia  shown  to  have  increased 
by  69,827,  raieing  the  total  to  5,576,866.  The  increase  of  the  popula- 
tion during  the  year  is  estimated  at  1  10  per  cent,,  but  the  accommoda- 
tion boa  increased  by  101,667  school  places  (or  1'63  per  cent.)  ;  the 
average  attendance  by  65,622  (1-46  per  cent.). 

Last  year  101  schools  were  reported  as  refusing  the  fee-grant ;  only 
'95  now  refuse  it. 

We  extract  the  following  statistics  from  the  summaries  ;  — 

Fee  paying  scholars... 

Free  scholars...  

Free  schools  ... 

Annual  Grants  to  Day  Schools 

Fee  Grant      

Annual    Grants    to    Evening 

Continuation  Schools        ...         rz\t,0VS  lt>:f,lj>S  18»,763 

In  both  Board  and  Voluntary  schools  the  cost  of  maintenance 
shows  a   tendency   to  rise.      Twenty  years  ago  (1879)   it  stood   at 


1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

761,147 

735,142 

706,3-il 

4,661,843 

4,771,897 

4,870,615 

16.712 

16,912 

17,008 

£, 

£ 

£ 

4,217.506 

4,339,739 

4,554,932 

2,196,808 

2,226,522 

2,265,319 
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XI  lis.  6d.  per  child  in  Toluntaty  schools  and  £2  2a.  Oj{d.  per  child 
in  Board  Echoola.  Last  year  (1898)  it  had  risen  in  Voluntaiy  schools 
to  £2  23.  4i[d.,  and  in  Board  schools  to  £2  13s.  S^d.,  an  increase  on 
the  amount  recorded  for  the  previous  year  (1897)  of  Is.  lOJd.  and  7d. 
respectively. 

In  the  case  of  Voluntary  schoob  the  voluntary  contributions 
towards  maintenance  subncribed  in  1898  amounted  to  6s.  Id.  per  child 
in  average  attendance.  (As-compared  with  the  amount  raised  iu  1897 
this  is  a  decline  of  7Jd.  per  child  in  average  attendance.) 

The  amount  expended  from  the  rates  an  "  maintenance  "  per  child 
in  average  attendance  in  Board  schools  was,  in  1895,  198.  8d.  per 
head)  1896,  £1  la.  2d.;  acid  in  1697,  £1  Is.  11  Jd.  The  schools  in 
England  and  Wales  visited  by  the  inspectors  for  the  purpose  of  annual 
"    ■  ...       jgg^    sufficient    for    6,215,199 


Voluntary 

Board 

EnKland  and  Wales. 

Schools. 

Schools. 

Nnmber  of  Schools ... 

14,382 

5,555 

Accommodation 

3,690,967 

2,625,879 

Number     of     Children 

Attending 

Schools      

3,053,483 

2,523,383 

Average  Attendance 

2,481,254 

2,072,911 

Total  Public  Grants 

£4,652,618 

£3,454,728 

Per  Scholar. 

£     s.     d. 

£     B.     d. 

School  Fence 

0     1     Si 

0    0    5 

Voluntary  Contribution 

0     6     1 

Eates  1     2    8J 

Cost     (per     Scholar 

in     Average 

2     2     43 

2  13    9i 

Annual  Grant  Paid  (in 

icluding  F^ 

Grant)       

1     8     7} 

1     9     2} 

Special  Grant-in- Aid 

0     3     0| 

— 

Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade  respecting 

RAILWAY  Servants    the  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Trade  under 

(Houtis  OP  Labour),    the  Railway  Regulation  Act,    1893,    56    nnd 

57   Vict.,  c.  29,  during  the  year  ended  27th 

July,  1899.     [332.1     !*"«  2d. 

The  Board  of  Trade  report  that  they  have  adhered  to  the  policy  of 
communicating  with  railway  companies  upon  the  subject  of  the  hours 
of  labour  of  their  servants  without  making  known  the  source  of  ibe 
representation  upon  which  the  action  of  the  Board  is  founded. 
Although  the  Board  are  not  disposed  to  think  that  railway  companies 
generally  would  oSer  any  active  opposition  to  those  servants  who 
make  representations  to  the  Department,  the  men  have  been  held  to  be 
entitled  to  an  assurance  that  the  communications  addressed  to  the 
Board  will  be  treated  as  confidential,  unless  the  complainant's  authority 
is  obtained  to  disclose  the  origin  of  the  representation. 
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Ihe  number  of  cases  inquired  into  sinoe  1 
follow  B : — 


r  be  divided  as 


1. 

li  \u 

Is 

^ 

Si? 

CIh)  oF  Servuit  kffected. 

U 

^W'W 

w 

m 

1^1 

,^ 

S3 

oS 

5S 

SicnalDien          

24 

60         33 

3] 

17 

]3 

™ 

14 

S3 

12 

2 

5 

11 

66 

Staff  &t  Stations          

14 

30 

20 

14 

S 

103 

UaudH  and  Brakesioen 

7 

35 

10 

7 

4 

87 

SO 

Waggon  Examiners 

Gatekeepers      

3 

13 

4 

3 

1 

11 

Platelayers        

Other  Grailea 

~ 

~ 

« 

Total    

72 

156    1     97 

76 

50 

46 

497 

Of  the  46  complatntJ)  received  during  the  past  year,  13  affected  the 
hours  of  signalmen,  and  1 1  those  of  drivers ;  the  balance  being  made 
up  of  5  complaints  by  the  staff  employed  at  stations,  4  by  guards  and 
brakesmen,  B  by  shunters,  and  5  by  other  grades. 

In  addition  to  the  proceedings  under  the  Act  which  have  been 
already  described,  the  Board  of  Trade  Iisve,  during,'  the  past  year,  been 
in  communication  with  the  railway  companies  on  the  subject  of  Ihe 
period  of  duty  of  flagmen  and  watchmen  when  working  in  tunnels. 
No  representation  was  received  from  any  of  these  servants,  and  the 
following  action  of  the  Board  of  Trade  was  not  taken  under  the  Act 

A  flagman  employed  in  a  tunnel  met  with  a  fatal  accident  during 
his  turn  of  duty,  which  would  have  extended  over  1 2  hours,  and  at  the 
inqucHt  which  followed,  the  jury  added  a  rider  to  their  verdict  com- 
menting on  those  hours  of  work.  The  Board  of  Trade  communicated 
with  the  railway  company  concerned,  and  were  informed  that  instrac- 
tions  had  been  f(iven  that  in  future  no  flagman  or  watchman  should  be 
allowed  to  remain  on  duty  inside  a  tunnel  for  more  than  8  hours. 

The  decision  come  to  by  the  company  Appeared  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  to  l>e  just  and  reasonable,  and  they  addressed  a  circular  letter  to 
the  other  railway  companies  in  the  United  Kingdom,  suting  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  and  asking  the  companies  to  consider  the 
propriety  of  issuing  a  similar  regulation  on  their  lines. 

The  replies  received,  which  have  already  been  presented  to  Parlia- 
ment C— 916'J,  were  of  a  favourable  nature.  Some  of  the  companies 
had  already  in  existence  a  rule  limiting  the  hours  of  employment  in 
tunnels,  but  of  the  other  companies  owning  tunnels,  almost  everyone 
agreed  to  give  full  effect  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
whilst  where  any  hesitation  to  do  so  was  expressed,  the  objection  was 
not  to  the  principle  that  the  hours  should  be  limited  as  suggested,  but 
to  the  inconvenience  of  a  hard  and  fast  rule. 
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Answers  to  Correspoodeats. 


Mb.  Cbahbsblaiit  ok  the  Traksvaal  in  1683. 
y.  L. — The  following  is  from  a  epeeob  made  by  Mr.  Cbamberlun  at 
Birmingham  oa  March  30th,  1883  :— 
"  Lord  Salisbu^,  no  doubt,  hu  been  consistent.  He  vas  in  favoat  of 
tiie  war  in  Zululand  ;  he  wm  in  flavour  of  Che  anuexntion  of  the  Transvaal ; 
he  was  in  faroiir  of  maintaining  the  oocupation  of  the  oouDtrj  by  force, 
even  after  it  had  beoome  apparent  that  the  annexation  itself  had  been  made 
on  false  information.  If  the  Orange  Free  Stato,  as  m6at  probably  would 
have  been  the  case,  had  ioined  with  the  Transvaal  Boers,  no  doubt  Lord 
Salisbury  would  have  declared  war  on  it  too.  And  if  then,  what  was  not  at 
all  unlikely,  the  whole  Dutch  population  of  the  Oape  had  risen.  Lord  Salia- 
bary,  with  a  light  heart,  would  have  led  tiiis  county  into  a  war  more  serious 
in  ita  conaoquencet,  more  certain  to  be  fruitless  of  good  results,  than  any 
war  in  whioh  we  hare  been  engaged  since  we  tried  to  compel  the  allegiance 
of  the  American  colonies." 

Tbs  Cohpbnsatiok  Act. 
N.D. — ^Thd  figures  for  included  and  excluded  workers  afe  — 
Ikclcdbd.  Ezgludid. 

3,600,000  workers  in  factories,  docks      1,700,000  agriculturist*. 

and  wharves.  192,000  seamen  and  fiahermen. 

730,000  miners.  2,300,000  domeatio  aervanta. 

466,000  railway  men.  2,000,000  workers  in  workshops. 

104,000  quarrymen  600,000  shop  assistants. 

700,000  builders  and  bricklayem.  600,000  workers  in  transport. 

800,000  nawiea  and  general  labourers. 

6,390,000  7,202,000 

In  addition  to  this  it  mnst  not  be  forgotten  that  in  the  included 
trade,  there  are  farther  limitations.  For  instance,  the  building 
mnst  be  ov«r  30  ft.  in  height— the  worker  mnst  nob  be  a 
"  casual "  labourer,  but  in  regular  employment— and  so  on. 

Ir  ONLY   IT   HAD   HAPPENED   UNDER   A  LIBERAL  QOVBBNKBHT  I 

N.  L.  writes  to  us  as  follows  : — 

"What  would  be  said  if,  whilst  a  Liberal  Qovemment  were  in  power 

1  time  of  war  had  to 

"  (2)  Old  transports  had  been  chartered  that  broke  down  almost 

before  they  had  started  ; 
"<3)  One  Britiah  Colony  (Natal)  had  been  half  overrun  with 

BoeiB,  whilst  another  (Cape  Colony)  had  been  invaded 

all  alonR  the  border; 
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"  (1)  British  foroM  had  been  bedegod  in  lAdysmith,  Kimberiaft 
And  U&feking  t " 

Would  not  the    T017  Partj  have  run  this  for  all  it  <raa  worth,  aad 
deoUred  th»t  it  was  due  to  Uie  '  iJUle  EngUndism '  of  Libenlism  t " 
We  do  not  answer  onr  correspoodeat's  question,  but  we  knoir   wbat 
the  answer  is. 


The  Magaziaes  for  December. 

Thk  NiNBTKBKTH  Ckntdbt  gives  first  place  to  two  articles  on  Sotttk 
AJriean  Problettu  and  Lesaont,  by  (1)  Mr.  Sidney  Low  and  (3)  Sir 
Sidney  Sheppard,  K.C.U.Q.  (late  Administrator  and  Chief  Magis- 
trate of  British  Bocbuaaalaad).  Mr.  Low's  is  a  most  iateresting 
and  valuable  article,  and  should  be  read  by  atl  liberals  who  wish 
to  appreciate  the  true  nature  of  the  problem  to  be  solved  in  Soctfa 
Africa ;  though  we  do  not  agree  with  Mr.  Low  when  he  propounds 
his  favourite  policy  of  oonsoription.  Mrs.  John  Richard  Oreen 
writes  on  EnglUh  and  Dutch  in  the  Past,  and  Mr.  J.  Horace 
Bound  on  Cromwell  and  the  Ehelorale.  There  are  also  articlaa  <ta 
A  Negro  on  the  Position  by  the  Negro  tn  AtMriea^  by  Mr.  D.  E. 
Tobias ;  on  The  War  Cloud  in  the  Farthest  East,  by  Mr.  Hidt  S. 
Halletb;  and  on  The  CHurehman't  Politics:  A  Dialogue,  by  the 
Bev,  Anthony  C.  Deane.  Sir  Wemyss  Beid  in  T/ie  New^ajters, 
now  gossips  as  he  used  to  do  in  the  Speaker,  where  be  was 
"  A  Mere  Outeider." 

Thk  Contkhporary  Bbvibw's  military  article  is  by  "An  Officer"  who 
discosses  The  Government  and  the  War.  Dr.  Ooioness  Bogen 
writes  on  Liberal  Imperialism  and  the  Transvaal  War.  Mr. 
Robert  Buchanan  in  The  Voice  qf"  the  Ho<digan,"  delivers  hinralf 
of  a  swinging  and  sounding  attack  on  Mr.  Budyard  Kipling. 

The  Forthiohtlt  Rbtibw  has  an  article  by  Mr.  Sidney  Low  on  The 
Darkest  Hour  for  England.  Mr.  J,  P.  Fitzpatrick  (author  of 
"  The  Transvaal  from  Within  ")  contributes  Some  Notes  on  the 
Transvaal  Question,  and  Mr,  E.  J.  H,  Berkeley  writes  on  Sir  Harry 
Smith :  A  Seminiscence  of  the  Boer  War  in  J848.  "  Diplotnations '' 
disouaaes  Count  Muravieff's  "  Indiscretion,"  which  is  said  to  have 
consisted  of  an  attempt  to  invite  Russia,  France,  Spain,  and 
Germaay  to  intervene  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Transvaal 
Professor  T.  K  Holland  writes  on  Some  Lessons  of  the  Peace 
Conference,  and  Mr.  B  £.  C.  Long  on  Sussian  Baiiumy  Policy 
in  Ewope. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


With  this  issue  the  seventh  volume  of  the  Libkral  Maoazink  is 
cor.cluded — the  eighth  volume  beginning  with  the  ne:tt  (February)  num- 
ber. As  this  is  a  very  favourable  time  for  new  subacriberw,  we  trust 
thatour  readers  will  help  in  this  matter  by  recommending  the  MaOazink 
to  their  friends  and  fellow- workers.  A  subscription  form  for  that 
purpose  is  sent  herewith.  We  would  call  the  atteotionof  those  whose 
aabecriptions  now  fall  due  to  the  "Important  Notice"  whicJi  will  be 
found  attached  to  the  cover  of  this  issue. 

We  draw  particular  attention  to  the  reference  pafies  which  are 
printed  with  the  present  number  ;  we  are  glad  to  know  that  la»t  year's 
were  much  appreciated. 

The  bound  seventh  volume  of  the  Maoaziite — forming  a  very 
complete  Liberal  Handbook  and  Record  for  1699 — will  be  ready  about 
January  15th  ;  price  5s.,  pttsi^ee  5s.  6d.  Covers  tor  binding  the  loose 
copies  cost  Is.,  pogljree,  from  the  Liberal  Publication  Department,  42, 
Parliament-street,  London,  S.W. 

The  sixth  yearly  issue  of  the  Publications  of  the  Liberal  Publica- 
tion DepArtment^Pantpklett  and  Leafiet*  Jor  1899 — is  now  ready. 
The  volume  contains  300  pages  :  the  price  is  Is.  64,  post/ree  Is.  9d, 
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THE    DIARY    OF   THE   MONTH. 


)  Mr-  Biyce  on  Education. 

"At  present  there  was  no  lack  of  intereBt  in  education,  bnt  it  v 
mninlf  eucleHiaetical  and  political,  not  educational.  In  preHent  circa 
stances  the  demand  for  universal  Board  aclioole  was  a  counsel  of  perfectii 
He  WHS  prepared  lo  acquiesce  in  a  leaner  demand — to  have  everywhere  a  . 
certain  number  of  local  representatives  elected  b>  sit  on  the  mann^ment 
boards  of  Voluntary  schools,  elected  perliaps  by  ratepayers,  parents,  or 
parish  councils.  There  was  a  great  d^  to  be  said  in  favour  of  a.  third  ! 
plan,  under  which  there  would  be  constituted  for  every  district  iii  the 
country  a  local  educational  authority  having  the  same  extent  of  area,  say, 
as  the  district  council,  and  having  committed  to  it  the  oversight  over  &11 
the  schools  within  that  area,  whether  lloard  or  Voluntary  schools,  to  sec 
that  they  were  sufficient,  to  distribute  tlie  grants  of  public  money,  to  give 
protection  to  parents  and  children,  and  to  see  that  none  were  aggrieved  by 
the  regulations  of  a  school,  partU^ularlf  in  regard  to  religious  instruction.  . 
In  regard  to  secondary  education,  there  was  not  yet  any  relimous  dilficulty, 
but  efforts  were  l>eing  made  to  create  one.  Besiden  a  central  authority  w 
had  also  to  create  local  authorities.  We  mnst  accord  School  Boards  fair  | 
representation  upon  the  local  authorities  created.  Efforts  ou^ht  t«  be 
made  ti>  provide  each  town  and  district  with  the  icind  of  instruction  it 
specially  needed.  All  the  granU  of  jmhlic  money  ought  Ui  be  administered 
through  the  local  authority.  It  should  regulate  the  relations  between  tbe 
primary  and  the  secondary  schools  on  tlie  one  hand,  and  between  the 
secondary  and  the  technical  schools  on  the  other.  No  child  should  leftve 
school  without  understandinj;  the  principles  of  Government,  no  that  when 
he  grew  up  he  might  be  aide  to  give  an  intelligent  vote  as  a  citizen.  Good  I 
secondary  education  was  the  best  preparation  for  the  technical  school,  as 
hod  been  abundantly  proved  in  Germany." 

I)  Hr-  Lone  on  Agriculture. 

"  It  was  said  by  some  agriculturists  that  what  realty  stood  in  the  way 
of  agricultural  prosperity  was  the  a^tem  of  land  tenure — that  the  laud 
laws  so  weakened  and  crippled  the  industry  of  the  occupier  that  it  was 
impossible  to  secure  for  the  land  a  really  fair  chance.  He  had  never  been 
able  to  share  those  views.    On  the  contrarj',  he  believed  the  land  syst«m. 


national  character  and  to  make  the  British  people  what  they  w 
tjie  nation  nhicli  was  so  justly  proud  of  the  deeds  of  her  suns  in  other 
parts  of  the  world  owed  more  to  the  land  system  than  to  any  other 
possession  for  the  production  of  those  sons.  He  desired  to  say  once  and 
for  all,  on  behalf  of  his  colleagues  and  himself,  that  they  had  no  sympathy 
whatever  witli  the  views  of  those  who  called  fur  drastic  changes  in  the 
land  laws,  and  that  they  did  not  l>elieve  such  demands  could  be  supported 
by  arguments,  much  less  by  facts.  But  ho  had  more  than  once  stated  od 
behalf  of  the  Goveminent  that  he  was  ready,  if  opportunity  offered,  to 
revise  and  reform  the  law  which  governed  the  relations  between  landlords 
and  tenants,  and  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  do  so  during  the  coiuing  Session 
of  Parliament.  The  system  of  land  tenure  did  not  reguire  drastic  l^is- 
lation.  In  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  them  it  required  only  modeiate 
reforms  which  would  impart  economy  and  simplicity  to  the  law  which 
governed  the  relations  between  landlord  and  tenant  and  make  the  position 
of  tbe  tenant  secure  with  regard  to  the  legitimate  operations  he  carried  on 
with  a  view  to  the  improvement  of  his  land. " 
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THE  DIARY  OF  THE  MONTH. 


1899. 
Dec.     1. — Lord  Rosebery  on  our  Foreign  Relations  and   Sir   H. 
Campbell- Banner  man    on    the    House    of 
Commons  at  Edinburgh. 

„      4.— Earl  Spencer  and  (1)  Mr.  Bryce  at  Northampton  on 
Education. 

„      5.— (2)  Mr.  Walter  Long  at  the  Holbom  Restaurant  on 
Agriculture. 

„      6.— (3)  Lord  Spencer  at  Peterborough  on  General  PoHtica. 

„       7. — Mr.  Asquith  at  New  Cross  on  Polytechnic  Institutions. 

Sir    Robert  GifTen  »t  the  Royal    United   Service 
Institution  on  Pauperism. 

Mr.  Walter  Long  at  Bath  on  the  War. 


<3)  Itcad  Spencer  on  the  Temperance  Question. 

"  Of  the  miuiy  Liberal  refomDi  before  tlie  uountry,  there  was  one  on 
which  he  must  saj  a  few  wordn — the  question  of  the  Liquor  Laws.  The 
flubject  hail  been  tackled  by  both  sides,  and  both  had  had  a.  heavy  fall  in 
consequence,  but  now  there  seemed  a.  proBjiect  of  doing  something  practical. 
Lord  Peel's  Commission  had  presented  divergent  reports,  but  there  were 
certain  points  in  which  the  Commissioners  were  nearly  unanimous,  and  it 
was  on  thoxe  points  that  Liberals  should  try  and  get  legislation,  although 
many  of  them  would  probably  prefer  to  act  on  Lord  Peers  minority  report. 
He  hoped  that  Liberals,  and  especially  those  admirable  men  who,  fighting 
for  high  principle,  were  extreme  temperance  men,  would  a^ree  on  a 
practical  measure,  rather  than  a  measure  of  perfection  which  would 
proltfibly  be  wTeckod." 

(4)  Lord  Loch  on  the  War. 

"  Of  the  ultimate  result  of  the  present  War  there  could  be  no  doubt, 
though  there  might  1>e  hesitation  as  to  the  details  of  the  administration  to 
follow  the  close  of  the  War.  When  the  time  for  settlement  arrived  he 
trusted  that  as  regards  the  franchise  and  rights  of  property  Boers  would 
be  liberally  treated,  but  any  settlement  would,  he  hoped,  be  based  on  the 
principle  tliat  the  territory  of  the  two  Republics  should  be  part  of  the 
British  Empire" 
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(1)  Lord  BnsBeU  of  Killowen  on  the  V'enezaelan  Arbitmtbn. 

"  He  claimed  for  all  the  meniberf  of  that  tribunal  tliat  they  approached 
tlie  Buhjocl  in  the  way  in  which,  if  international  arbitration  was  to  be  s 
nnccetis  il  rnoBt  be  anproached— noinel;^,  in  the  judicial  spirit.  It  w^ 
im^oeeible  to  avoid,  Irnnian  nature  bein^  constituted  an  it  was,  Lhst 
arbitrator  Damed  by  alltigant  nation,  one  litigant  nation  oranotJier.Bhonld 
have  their  views  to  some  extent,  perhaps  unconncioiisly,  coloutfut  by  tbe 
count!}-  which  had  noDiinated  them  :  but,  at  least,  all  would  tigrtte  tltat  it 
ought  to  be  the  effort  of  each  of  them  to  forvet  the  countiy  wfaicb. 
nominated  them,  and  to  introduce  a  neverely  and  Htrictly  judicial  xpiiit 
in  the  decision  of  the  question  brou"ht  before  them,  ,  .  .  But  that 
arbitration,  as  il  seemed  to  him,  had  an  importance  far  beyond  the  great 
importance  of  the  interests  which  were  directly  involved  in  it.  lis  impwt,- 
anee  was  that  it  had  denioniiitrateil  to  the  world  that  a  question  wliicli  h«d 
occupied  the  attention  even  for  generations  of  the  leading  men  in  the 
tvio  nations  or  countries  iiivutved  vet  might  be  peacefully,  satisfactorily, 
econoniically  detonuined  without  bloodshed,  and  without  leaving  behind 
it  a  heritage  of  bad  blood  and  ill-will.  But  he  again  repeat«d — and  it  ww 
the  concluding  not«  which  he  desired  to  sound— that  if  arbitrations  of 
that  kind  were  to  be  sDccessful  they  must  be  arbitrations  in  which  the 
arbitrator  were  not  partisans  ;  they  must  be  arbitrators  who  would  hare 
the  sense  of  individual  judicial  responsibility  npon  each  of  them.  And 
although,  as  he  had  alrcatly  said,  it  would  not  be  possible  to  remove  «1I 
impressions,  yet  it  wrs  possible,  as  be  believed,  pursuing  those  Huck,  to 
constituto  an  arbitration  in  which,  judicially  conducted,  it  was  certain 
BDbstantial  justice  would  be  done." 

<2)  Lord  BosebeTy  on  Parliament. 

"I  do  not  think  that  the  countrj'  at  large  has  felt  quito  so  maclt 
interest  in  the  proceedings  of  Parliament  as  il  did  when  I  was  rather 
younger.  What  is  it  owing  to!  .  .  ■  I  think,  in  tlie  first  place,  it  is  due 
to  overpowering  majorities,  but  I  think  it  occurred  before  even  those  over- 
powering majorities  took  place.  I  am  not  at  all  sure  that  the  greater 
sense  ofinterest  in  the  local  bodies,  such  as  the  county  councils  and  the 
urban  body,  to  which  I  belong,  in  this  district  has  not  taken  olT  a  little  of 
the  keen  edge  of  the  interest  which  wns  felt  in  the  proceedings  ot 
Parliament.  These  smaller  bodies,  at  any  rat«,  deal  with  matters  witli 
which  localities  are  familiar,  and  they,  so  to  speak,  tap  aid  drain  ofi*  a 
certain  amount  of  the  vivid  intcrtBt  which  was  formerly  cuiicenlrsted  in 
the  proceedings  of  the  Imperial  Parliament.  I  think  that  is  not  a  bad 
thing  in  itself.  It  may  lie  painful  for  Parliament  t«  realise  that  the 
interest  in  itt  proceedings  is  not  so  great  as  it  was— it  it  does  realise  it — 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  a  bad  thing  that  the  spirit  of  local  interest 
should  have  been  developed,  even  if  it  be  at  the  expense  of  some  of  the 
interest  tiiat  was  formerly  felt  in  the  Imperial  Legislature.  Of  eonree, 
you  have  spasms  of  great  excitement  even  now.  The  late  short  Session  of 
Pariiament  contained  elements  of  excitement  suKicient  almost  for  tfaoee 
minds  most  anxious  for  tliat  irritable  food.  But,  on  the  whole,  in  the  last 
few  Sessions  of  Parliament  1  think  it  must  be  agreed  by  all  who  have 
watched  them  that  there  has  been  less  of  the  excitement  that  formerty 
accompanied  Uieir  proceedings." 

(3)  The  Doke  of  Devo&Bhire  on  the  Retrocession  of  tlie  Transvaal. 

"We  may  admit  that  the  annexation  of  the  Transvaal  was  undertaken 
on  inMiffiiient  and  imperfect  information.  We  may  admit  that  the 
restoration  of  its  independence  after  certain  military  reverses  was  a  still 
greater  political  error.  As  one  of,  I  l>elieve,  the  only  three  surviiing 
membets  of  the  Administration  who  were  reeponsible  for  the  Convention 
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Dec.    6 Wetis  By-Election  consequent  on  the  Buccesaion  to  the 

peerage  of  Hon.    H.  G.  Hylton  Jolliffe  <0). 
Unopposed  leturn  of  Mr.  A.  E.  Diclcinson  (C), 

Representation  unchanged. 

1892  I  1896 

Paget  (C)-     -"    -     -     4,335         Jolliffe  (C)-     -     ■     -     4,696 
Morice  (L)-     -     -     -     3,395    |     Morice  (L)-     -     -     ■     3,286 

„  9. — Mr.  Chaplin  at  the  Criterion  Restaurant  (United 
Club  Dinner)  on  the  War. 

„  11.— (1)  Lord  Russell  of  Killowen  at  the  Royal  Societies 
Club  on  the  Venezuela  Arbitration. 

„  13. — Annual  Meeting  of  the  General  Committee  of  the 
National  Liberal  Federation  at  Manches- 
ter.    (See  page  631.) 

(2)  Lord  Rosebery  at  Epsom  on  the  House  of  Commons. 

Lord  Cross  at  Loughborough  on  the  War. 

„     14.— (3)  The  Duke  of  Devonshire  at  York  on  the  War.     , 

Mr.  Bryce  at  the  Imperial  Institute  on  tiie  War. 

Sir  Edward  Grey  at  Leeds  on  the  War. 

Mr.  George  Wyndham  at  Rotherham  on  the  War. 


of  1881,  I  must  take  my  share  in  whatever  lilame  can  be  imputed  to  it  for 
onr  action.  Tlie  other  two  surviving  members  of  llie  Administration, 
Lord  Kiinberley  and  Mr.  Chamberlain,  have  mode  their  statement  aa  to 
the  eaoses  whicli  uroiluced  that  policy.  1  do  not  didar  directly  from  either 
of  them,  but  i  Hliould  like  on  my  own  belialf  to  add  tliia,  that  1  believe 
the  motive  wliii^h  actuated  most  uf  tlie  niemhers  of  that  Cabinet,  and 
certainly  which,  no  far  an  I  can  remember,  liod  the  principal  intlaence  on 
my  own  mind,  wna  tliat  in  a  further  prosecution  Of  tlie  war  against  the 
TtaoHvaal  Kepuhlic  we  should  not  have  had  the  opinion  of  the  great 
majority  of  the  British  people  at  our  back.  You  muat  renlember  that 
this  policy  imme<liately  succeeded  the  defeat  of  the  Government  of  Lord 
Beacons6eld  chleHy  upon  the  ijuewtion  of  its  foreign  and  colonial  policy. 
VoQ  must  recollect  tliat  the  large  majority  of  the  nupporlere  of  the 
liovemment  then  in  power  liad  condemned  that  colonial  policy,  had 
cooilenined  the  measures  wliich  it  had  been  necessary  for  ua  to  talte,  the 
military  meuHures  which  we  hod  taken  up  to  that  time.  I  l>elieve  wa 
were  convinced,  and  ri);htly  convinced,  that,  if  we  were  to  attempt  further 
to  prosecute  that  war,  it  would  not  be  with  a  united  people  at  our  backs, 
hut  with  a  people  a  very  large  proportion  of  whom  iloubted  the  policy,  the 
jHHtice,  or  even  the  righteoiinness  of  such  a  |>olicy." 
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(1)  JUx.  AsqnitOi  on  the  War. 

"A  great  deal  has  been  both  eaid  and  written  m  to  tl)e  limile  which 
patriotJam  impooes  at  times  like  this  opon  free  expreegion  of  opinion.  It 
woDid  be  idle  to  deny  lliat  there  are  many  poinba  in  the  preparation,  tl>e 
organisation,  and  the  strategy  of  tiie  campaign  which  excite  wideupicad 
and  serious  disquieUide,  and  which  ultimately  must  beoome  the  mibject  ci 
searching  inquiiy,  but  in  such  matters,  if  1  may  venture  to  expreee  my 
own  opinion,  nothing  can  be  more  nnjnet  than  to  give  pablicity  and 
currency  to  hasty  impressionB  founded  npon  imperfect  information.  To 
seek,  for  instance,  to  undermine  the  confidence  uf  tlie  country  and  of  tbe 
Army  in  a  gallant  general  on  tlie  strength  of  a  single  error  of  judgment  or 
a  single  revenie  in  the  Reld  is  to  take  npon  yourself  a  great  reeponsibility. 
It  is  in  my  judgment,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  add,  an  equally  wide  if  not  a 
more  serioas  departure  from  the  lines  Ijoth  of  patriotism  ana  of  jnBtiee  la 
make  suKgextions  not  by  open  attack  but  by  covert  insinuation  as  to  tha 
loyalty  ot  the  Gok'ernment  of  the  Cape  Colony,  which  under  the  Bti««  of 
an  almost  inconceivable  strain,  lias,  so  far  as  our  information  goes,  heartily 
exerted  itnelf  to  check  the  spread  of  disaDection.  Nor  I  think — if  1  may 
be  permitted  to  say  ho — i»  it  a.  time  when  it  becomes  responsible  pemons  to 
go  about  whintlinK  for  alliances  among  the  Ureat  Powers  of  Europe  and 
daring  the  civilised  world  with  fresh  exhibitions  of  the  tiewildering  freaJca 
of  the  new  diplomacy.  But  if  errors  of  thtx  kinil,  erron'  against  good 
tflste  and  against  (ra™  sense,  have,  as  I  believe,  been  committed,  tbe 
offenders,  I  am  gltul  to  think,  are  not  to  be  found  among  tlie  ranks  of  th« 
Oppodtion." 

(2)  Hr-  Ohunberlain  on  himself. 

"The  proposition  1  would  submit  is  this,  that  it  is  conceivably  possible 
that  a  man  may  differ  from  yon  in  political  opinion  and  yet  not  be 
irreclatmably  bad  or  hopelessly  depraved.  That  may  seem  t«  you  at  tlie 
present  time  in  Ireland  a  startling  propositioD,  but  still  there  is  something' 
to  be  said  for  it.  It  is  true  that  all,  as  far  as  my  memory  goes  almost  all, 
of  the  great  statesmen  of  the  past,  from  Peel  to  Pitt,  and  from  Castle- 
reagh  to  O'Connell — I  will  not  come  down  to  modern  timee  for  fear  of 
becoming  invidious.— that  all  those  great  men  have  been  accused  by  th«ir 
opponenU  of  every  moral  obliquitv  ;  and  yet  we  know  now  th^  tbeae 
accusations  were  not  believed  even  by  those  who  made  thera,  and  as  soon 
as  the  subject  of  them  was  (lead  they  were  forgotten  and  no  more 
thought  of.  I  have  read  of  a  distinguished  French  statesman  to  whom 
there  came  one  day  a  friend  with  a  newspaper — I  have  forgotten  the  name, 
but  you  will  perhafis  find  an  example  in  your  own  experience.  He  came 
to  him  with  a  newspaper  and  the  Frenchman  said  : — '  What  news  do  yon 
bring!"  Said  his  friend  :— '  I  bring  no  news,  but  here  is  an  article  in  which 
the  editor  lias  described  you  as  capable   of  every  vice,  and   as   having 

Sractised  most  of  them  ;  and  I  want  to  know  what  you  intend  t«  do.'  The 
istinguii-lied  Frenchman  sold  that  he  did  not  propose  sensibly  to  alter  his 
mode  of  life,  and  that  this  was  only  the  manner  in  which  the  editor  was 
accustonml  to  in<lieate  diff'erence'"  of  opinion.  I  will  not  pursue  this 
tempting  subject  any  lonj^er.  I  will  only  express  the  hope  that  in  this 
University,  at  any  rate,  discussions  may  be  snstained  «-ithout  bitterveits, 
and  without  unfairness.  I  have  come  among  yon  to-day  in  my  private 
capacity,  as  your  guent,  Ui  receive  an  honour  which  the  authorities  hai-e 
been  good  eiiuugb  to  confer  npon  me,  and  toreciprocatefuryourl'nivereity 

— ""  -  — ntiy  the  kindness  which  yon  have  shown  tome:   and  I 

»that  


n  good  eiiuufib  to  confer  upon  me,  and  torec 
1  for  your  countiy  the  kindness  which  yoi 

■'  '  ■■  ■"  "I  perhape  think 


pmnted. 
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Dec.  16.— (!)  Mr.  Asquith  at  WiUingrton  Quay  on  the  War. 
Mr.  Walter  Long  at  Liverpool  od  the  War. 

„  18.— Mr.  Goschen  to  the  ist  Middlesex  Rifle  Volunteer 
Corps  OD  the  War. 

(2)  Mr.  Chamberlain  receives  hU  Doctor's  Degree  at 
Trinity  College,  Dublin. 

„    19. — (3)  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman  at  Aberdeen  oa  the 

War  and  the  Licensing  Question.    (See  page  629.) 

„  20. — Clackmannan  and  Kinross  By-EIection  consequent 
upon  the  appointment  to  a  Judgeship  of  Mr. 
J.  a  Balfour  (L). 

Hr.  Eugene  Wason  (L)         -         -         -     3,489 
Mr.  George  Younger  (C)       -         -         -     2,973—516 
Representation  unchanged. 

1892.  1895. 

Balfour  (L)    -    -    -     Unop.    I    Balfour  <L)    -    ■    -    3,133 
I    Younger  (C)  -     -     -     2,688 

Mr.  Gerald  Balfour  at  Glasgow  on  the  War.    (See 
page  627.) 


(3>  Sir  H.  Ounpbell-BaimennjUL  on  tbe  War. 

"  Mr.  Chamberlain  is  mainly  answerable  for  the  War.  It  ia  the  natural 
reaolt  of  his  peraiaieol  policy.  Let  me  put  it  more  fairly.  It  ia  one  of  tiie 
possible  resalU  of  his  pentislent  polioy ,  not,  perliaps,  tlie  rasalt  wbioh  he 
iDtended~we  know  from  his  own  statement  tlie  reaull  which  be  intended— 
bnt  still  a  natural  result  which  ha  ouglit  to  have  anticipated.  And 
altbongb,  of  conise,  in  a  broad  sease,  while  the  Cabinet,  liavin);  aasanted 
to  his  course  of  action,  have  become  eqnally  responsible,  jet  he  has  shown 
no  unwillingDe«s  to  take  the  credit  of  it,  and  will  get  the  blams  of  it  if 
blame  is  deserved.  And  all  that  he  has  shown  in  those  Bpeecbes  at 
Leicester  is  that  he  is  abundantly  provided  with  caur  leger,  the  lightueu 
of  heart  which  the  French  Minister,  M.  Emile  OlUvier,  on  a  memorable 
occaaion  avowed,  when  he  entered  upon  the  war  with  Prassia.  That  spirit 
brought  disgrace  to  the  Minister  and  calamity  to  the  country  he  served, 
and  if  we  are  saved  in  this  instance  from  damage  and  loes  it  will  be  owing 
to  the  exercixe  of  the  wisdom  of  Mr.  Chamberlain's  coUeognes,  and  to  the 
fortitude  and  good  sense  of  his  countrymen  at  large." 
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NOTES    AND    FIGURES. 


It  is  not  surprising  th»t  the  War  now 
Tbb  War.  being  waged  witb  the  two  South  African  Dateb 

Republics  should  give  rise  to  much  aearchiiig 
of  hearto  among  Liberals.     It  does  not  present  an;  single  clear  iasae. 

It  may  be  useful  to  attempt  to  state  in  language  of  precision  the 
assertions  and  counter  assertions  now  freely  made  by  good  Liberals, 
who  find  tbemselveB  at  variaoce  in  this  inatt«r. 

First. — Lord  Salisbury  is  eminently  a  Peace  Minister,  living  apart 
from  the  Financial  Gang  and  unaffected  by  Imperial  swagger,  and 
from  his  Cubinet  President  Kruger  could  have  obtuned,  had  be 
honestly  wii^hed  it.  Peace  with  Independmice  modi£^  by  the  Conten- 
tion ot  1884,  the  question  of  Suzerainty  being  dropped. 

Second, — Though  it  is  true  the  actual  negotiations  were  uQlnckily 
in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Chamberlain,  a  "suspect"  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  yet  several  of  his  most  important  dispatches  are  expressed  in 
language  of  much  moderation,  and  won  the  approval  of  the  most  peace- 
loving,  and  therefore  are  at  least  as  much  evidence  of  his  good  faith  as 
his  less  happy  utterances  are  of  his  bad  manners. 

Third. — President  Kruger,  himself,  declared  War,  and  the  Orange 
Free  Stat«,  with  whom  we  had  no  quarrel,  joining  with  him,  the  two 
together  have  invaded  Natal  and  appealed  to  Force. 

Fourth The  Conduct  of  the  War  has  shown  that  for  the  last  five 

years  the  South  African  Republic  has  made  preparations  for  a  conflict 
on  a  scale  bo  large  as  to  justify  the  belief  that  at,  one  time  or  another — 
if  not  to-day,  to-morrow — she  meant  to  try  conclusions  with  Great 
Britain,  her  object  being  not  merely  to  secure  her  own  semi-independ- 
ence under  the  Convention,  but  to  make  the  Dutch  Republics,  and  not 
the  British  Flag,  the  paramount  power  in  South  Africa 

Fijlh. — That  though  the  grievances  of  the  Outluiders  were  not 
legally  breaches  of  the  Convention,  and  have  been  exaggerated  by  the 
Press,  none  the  lees,  taken  in  the  aggregate,  and  combined  with  a 
certain  dominant  tone  of  insult,  they  did  amount  to  a  perpetoa] 
menace  of  British  Authority  in  South  Africa,  and  as  such  could  not 
any  longer  be  safely  overlooked. 

Sixth.— Th&t  Sir  Alfred  Milner,  an  incorruptible  man,  the  pet 
product  of  our  Civil  Service,  whose  appointment  was  received  with 
universal  approval,  has,  almost  from  the  first,  entertained  the  grave 
and  deliberate  opinion  that  British  Authority  in  South  Africa  was,  in 
fact,  seriously  imperilled  by  the  hostile  attitude  of  the  South  African 
Republic,  who,  unless  checked,  was  certain  before  long  to  make  a  bold 
bid  for  Dutch  supremacy,  and  to  receive  in  so  doing  the  support  of  the 
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greater  number  of  the  Dntch  inhabitants  of  the  Cape  Colooy,  in  whose' 
loyalty  to  the  British  connection  Sir  Alfred  Miloer  does  not  believe. 

The  result  of  adopting  these  conclusions  is  to  believe  that  the  War 
is  one  of  President  Kruger's  own  making,  and  its  objective  the 
destruction  of  British  Authority  in  South  Africa. 

On  the  other  side  we  find  the  following  counter  assertions  largely 
entertained  by  good  Liberals. 

FirU. — Lord  Salisbury  has  (apparently)  allowed  himself  to  be 
efface<l  in  these  transactions,  and,  at  all  events  in  the  public  mind,  the 
two  names  which  for  good  or  ill  must  for  ever  be  associated  with  this 
War  are  those  of  Chamberlain  and  Milner,  and  it  is  to  their  dispatches 
and  conferences  that  we  must  look  for  the  salient  features  of  the 
negotiations  before  the  War ;  and  when  we  do  this,  it  is  very  far  from 
being  plain  that  President  Kruger  could  have  obtained  Peace  with 
Independence,  however  much  he  wished  it. 

Second  — Mr.  Chamberlain  forced  President  Eruger'a  hand  by 
refusing  to  proceed  with  the  Franchise  Compromise,  whilst  the  amazing 
publication  of  Sir  .Alfred  Milner's  dispatch,  in  which  he  vehemently 
protests  that  though  he  allowed  the  Franchise  Question  to  be  put 
forward  at  Bloemfontein  as  one  which,  if  settled,  "  would  render  the 
raising  of  many  other  questions  unnecessarj',"  he  never  intended,  even 
if  on  agreement  upon  the  Franchise  had  been  arrived  at,  to  forego  the 
raising  of  these  other  Questions  one  by  one,  must  have  made  it  plain  to 
President  Kruger  that  Mr.  Chamberlain  and  Sir  Alfred  Milner  never 
meant  to  be  satisfied  with  anything  short  of  the  right  of  British 
Criticism  and  consequently  of  British  Control  of  and  over  the  chief 
internal  affairs  of  the  Republic  of  South  Africa. 

Third. — The  refusal  of  the  Government  and  of  the  House  of 
Commons  to  get  to  the  bottom  of  the  alleged  complicity  of  Mr; 
Chamberlain  in  the  Haid,  coupled  with  the  facts  that  no  indication  of 
Royal  displeasure  with  Mr.  Rhodes  for  his  avowed  complicity  with  an 
armed  attack  upon  the  Republic  was  forthcoming,  and  that  Mr. 
Cliamberlain  in  the  teeth  of  his  own  Report  went  out  of  his  way  to 
declare  that  Mr.  Rhodes,  whom  a  Select  Committee  had  found  guilty 
of  falsehood  and  deceit,  had  done  nothing  unworthy  of  a  man  of 
honour,  naturally  convinced  President  Kruger  that  the  British 
Government  was  as  unfriendly  to  the  Independence  of  the  Republic  as 
was  Mr.  Rhodes  himself. 

Fourth. — That  the  declaration  of  War  by  the  President  was  an  act 
of  necessity  forced  upon  him  by  the  refusal  of  Mr.  Chamberlain  to 
negotiate  further  and  the  dispatch  of  troops.  Tt  was,  in  fact,  a  case  of 
Now  or  Never. 

Fifth.— ~ As  to  the  preparations  for  a  war,  the  President  would 
have  been  a  fool  if  he  had  not,  even  before  the  Raid,  with  greater 
vigour  after  it,  employed  the  great  wealth  of  the  Republic,  after 
which  others  lusted,  in  preparing  to  defend  an  Internal  Independence 
— certain,  sooner  or  later,  to  be  attacked. 

fiixlh. — That  there  is  no  evidence  of  any  far-reaching  design  to 
destroy    British    Supremacy    in   South    Africa  or  to  undermine  the 
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loyalty  of  the  Dutch  Cape  Colonists.  The  only  design  «o  far  that  has 
been  proved  to  exist  is  that  of  the  Finaoci^  Oang  to  get  rid  at  bQ 
costs  of  two  inconvenieDtly  situated  Dutch  Republics. 

"  Bight  and  Wrong, 
"  Between  whose  endleas  jar  Justice  resides." 

Tkoilus  Asn  Crbsbida,  Act  I.,  Sc.  III. 

Where  does  Justice  reside  in  this  case  ! 

As  to  the  necessity  of  repelling  the  attack  of  the  Boers,  I  have 
heard  but  one  voice.  If  we  can  beat  the  Boers  we  must.  Our 
respect  for  them,  previously  undermined  by  a  reptile  Press  at  home 
and  in  Soutli  Africa,  has  already  been  completely  restored  ;  but  until 
it  has  been  determined  which  of  the  two  is  the  stronger,  no  lasting 
peace  is  possible.  Assuniing  we  prove  to  be  the  stronger,  the  qnestion 
What  M  to  dmte  nejct  1  will  tax  the  little  statesmanship  we  have  left  us 
to  the  very  utmost. 

Behind  these  two  great  issues^the  Justice  of  the  War  and  the 
Consequences  that  may  follow  upon  it — there  is  a  much  smaller  ques- 
tion not  yet  quite  ripe  for  settlement,  namely,  the  fitness  of  Mr. 
Chamberlain  for  bis  place.  When  he  made  his  Highbury  speech,  and 
called  the  master  of  the  situation,  at  whose  feet  I4atal  then  lay 
defenceless,  a  squeezed  sponge,  did  he  know  the  degree  of  prepared- 
ness for  war  of  the  South  African  Republic  I  Did  he  share  Mr. 
Balfour's  astounding  ignorance  about  tlie  feelings  of  the  Orange  Free 
State!  Had  he  communicated  any  desire  for  information  as  to  the 
military  force  of  the  South  African  Republic  to  the  War  Office  and 
to  Sir  Alfred  Milner,  and,  if  so,  what  answers  did  he  get,  and  when  t 
What  made  him  so  sure  the  President  would  not  fight  I  When  these 
and  many  other  questions  have  been  answered,  it  will  not  be  hard  for 
the  country  to  make  up  ite  mind  whether  Mr.  Chamberlain  is  the 
kind  of  man  more  likely  to  win  empires  or  to  lose  them. 

A.  B. 


A  detailed   account  of   the    War   in    the 
The  War.  Transvaal  would  be  out  of  place  in  the  pages 

of  the  Liberal  Magazine — that  is,  so  far  as  its 
military  side  is  concerned.  The  scope  of  the  Maoazinb  (as  its  readers 
will  recognise)  is  ratlier  to  deal  with  affairs  and  events  in  so  far  as  they 
iififect  our  politics.  But  even  so  it  may  be  convenient  for  purposes  of 
record  to  note  in  this  concluding  number  of  the  seventh  volume  that 
the  country  now  finds  itself  in  an  admittedly  serious  position  as  the 
result  of  the  War,  precipitated  by  the  Boer  Ultimatum  of  October  9th, 
and  the  result  of  the  negotiations  begun  at  the  BioemfonCein  Confer- 
ence held  in  May.  Apart  altogether  from  what  is  controversial  or 
debatable  about  the  causes,  origin,  or  justice  of  the  War,  there  are 
certain  facts  that  are  patent  to  everybody  : — 

(1)  The  possibility  of  war  was  contemplated  by  the  Govemment 
with    no  sort  of  real  appreciation  of  its  difficulty.     Lord  Wobeley 
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has  said  publicly  that  we  nnder-rated  the  etrength  of  those  now 
opposed  to  ua,  &nd  Mr.  Qerald  Balfour,  speaking  at  Qlaagow  on 
December  20th  said  ;— 

"  We  had  not,  indeed,  underestimated  his  coarage,  but  we  bad 
underestimated  the  military  capacity  of  our  opponents,  their  equipment, 
their  toclicx,  and  strategy.  We  had  not  given  full  ireieht  to  the  immense 
military  advantages  with  which  the  two  African  Republics  commenced  this 
war.  He   believed  that  this   war  would  have  consequences  even 

more  far  reaching  than  those  which  affected  the  supremacy  of  this  country 
in  South  Africa.  He  believed  it  would  be  an  epoch-making  war,  not  only 
for  South  Africa,  but  for  the  British  Empire  itself.  For  the  Boer 
Republicans  this  was  a  life  and  death  struggle.  They  had  brought  it  upon 
themselves,  and  their  fate  would  be  upon  their  own  heads.  But  he  thought 
it  not  unlikely  that  it  would  be  a  life  and  death  struggle  for  the  British 
Empire  as  well.  It  was  a  struggle  in  which  we  were  bound  to  win — in 
which  we  must  win.  It  would  be  a  turning  point  in  the  history  of  our 
world-wide  empire,  fjet  us,  then,  nerve  ourselves  to  efforts  proportionate  to 
the  great  responsibiUties  which  were  cast  upon  us,  knowing  as  we  acquitted 
ourselves  in  this  crisis  of  our  fortunes  we  should  be  making  or  marring 
that  closer  federation  to  which  we  all  looked  forward,  and  which  was  capable 
of  becoming,  and.  we  trusted,  wss  destined  to  become,  the  greatest  instru- 
ment of  progress  and  of  civilisation  which  this  world  had  ever  seen." 
The  avowed  object  of  Mr.  Chamberlain's  policy  was  to  secure  the 
redress  of  the  admitted  grievances  of  the  TJitlandera  ;  in  doing  that 
we  have  got  into  a  war  which  is  putting  the  Empire  on  its  trial ! 

(2)  When  war  broke  out,  the  Government  was  unprepared  for  it. 
This,  indeed,  is  now  the  chief  burden  of  complaint  mode  by  such 
jonruals  as  the  DaUy  Mail,  who  hare  always  been  vehemently  "anti- 
Boer  " — to  adopt  an  epithet  that  is,  at  all  events,  understood.  The 
Times,  too  (December  23rd),  in  commenting  on  the  departure  of  Lord 
Roberts  to  the  Cape,  said : — 

"He  (Lord  iiobeiti)goes  to  take  up  one  of  the  most  difficult  tasks  that 
can  fall  to  the  lot  of  a  soldier.  He  has  to  accept  a  liiuation  not  of  his  own 
making,  and  to  take  up  the  tangled  threads  of  strategy  which  has  been 
developed  upon  lines  certainly  wholly  unexpected  by  the  (iovernment  or  the 
country  until  Sir  Redvera  Buller  sprung  it  as  a  surprise  upon  both.  He  has 
to  control  and  co-ordinate  as  best  he  may  the  movements  of  forces  very 
widely  separated,  and  placed  in  some  instances  at  a  distance  from  hia  base 
equal  to  the  total  length  of  this  island.  In  performing  that  task  he  has  to 
struggle  with  maciifold  tactical  difficulties,  due  in  part  to  the  inalienable 
advantages  possessed  by  the  enemy,  in  part  to  defects  in  our  own  oncanisa- 
tion,  and  in  part  to  an  un preparedness  aggravated  by  a  misplaced  parsimony 
before  the  war  broke  out,  from  the  responsibiUty  for  which  Sir  Michad 
Hicks-Beach  does  nut  exonerate  himself  by  affirming  that  since  it  broke  ont 
he  has  not  tightened  the  purse-strings."* 

'■>  Sir  Michael  Hicke-Beach's  letter  to  which  this  b  a  reference  was  aa 

follows  :— 

"The  statements  which  have  lately  appeared  in  one  or  two  exception- 
ally inventive  newspapers  as  to  differences  between  my  colleagues  and 
myself  on  the  war  expenditure  are  as  baseless  as  much  of  the  news  that 
appears  in  their  columns.  The  expenditure  which  the  Government 
may  think  necessary  to  bring  the  war  to  a  successful  conclusion  could 
not  lie  refused  by  any  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  even  if  he  differed 
from  it,  which  certainly  is  not  my  position." 
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(3)  The  result  of  three  months'  war  is  to  find  the  Boers  invading 
Briti^  territory^ — Natal  and  Cape  Colonj — and  investing  British 
forces  in  Ladysmith,  Kimbertey  and  Mafeking,  all  on  British  aoHL 
It  is  true  that  n  Government  is  not  always  respKinsihle  for  the 
military  position,  but  we  remember  how  in  the  case  of  the  Soudan 
the  Government  was  then  acclaimed  as  a  Government  which  showed 
by  its  deeds  on  the  tented  field  that  it  knew  how  to  "  run "  the 
Empire.  We  thought  that  the  real  credit  was  due  to  Lord  Kitchener, 
the  admirable  organiser— just  as  the  pacification  of  Crete  was 
eventually  brought  about  hy  the  spirited  action  of  Admiral  Noel- 
Anyhow  we  all  know  what  would  have  been  said  if  under  a  Liberal 
Government  a  similar  South  African  situation  had  been,  we  will  not 
say  created,  but  permitted  to  occur. 

(4)  The  war  will  at  best  be  long,  costly,  and  arduous  Great 
preparations  are  now  going  forward  in  which  the  nation  is  unitedly 
taking  part,  but  the  full  effect  of  these  efiTorta  will  not  and  cannot  be 
felt  for  months,  not  weeks.     The  Times  said  on  December  25th  :  — 

"  A  study  of  our  Military  Article  shows  with  disagreeable  clearness  ^lat 
no  immedinte  results  of  importance  can  be  expected  from  the  great  efforte 
the  Empire  is  now  rouBing  itself  to  make.  On  all  sides  our  operations  have 
been  checked,  and  they  cannot  with  prudence  be  resumed  until  the  coudi 
tions  of  the  campaign  have  been  materially  altered.  The  eiplanatioo  of 
this  state  of  things  is  paiofullj  siinple.  We  began  by  under-rating  the 
capacities  of  the  enemy,  and  this  initial  error  led  US  to  commit  blunders 
which  induced  us  to  thrust  forward  large  bodies  of  troops  not  mobilised  iii 
any  real  sense  of  the  word.  The  result  is  tersely  described  in  the  article 
referred  to.  '  We  have  a  large  force  in  the  field,  but  at  present  no  field 
army.'  Neither  Lord  Methuen.  on  the  extreme  west,  nor  Sir  Redvers 
Buller,  on  the  extreme  oast,  can  turn  the  formidable  Boerpoeitions  between 
them  and  the  garrisooB  they  seek  to  relieve  until  they  are  able  to  move 
freely  away  from  the  railways  to  which  they  still  remain  lied.  How  long  it 
will  be  before  they  can  be  provided  with  adequate  transport  and  reinforce- 
ments remains  to  be  seen.  Abundant  reinforcements  are  upon  their  way  or 
in  preparation,  but  most  of  them  cannot  be  nt  the  front  fur  some  weeks. 
India  is  sending  the  16th  Lancers  and  2,000  horses  for  mounted  infantry, 
nhile  the  colomea  are  exerting  themselves  to  the  utmost  to  hasten  the 
despatch  of  the  additional  contingents  sanctioned.  In  the  meantime  a 
forward  movement  in  the  centre,  which  a  foroiffn  military  critic,  from  whom 
we  uuhlish  an  article  today,  agrees  with  most  English  officers  in  regardine 
as  tlie  true  line  of  advance,  remains  impracticable.  If  General  Gatacre  and 
General  French  can  hold  their  own  and  keep  open  their  communications, 
we  shall  have  reason  to  be  welt  satisfied." 

According  to  the  Daily  Chronicle  our  ascertained  losses  up  to 
December  26th  are  :— 

Killed        839  i 

Wounded 3,509  J  6,442 


Missing      2,094  f 

,Googlc 


Of  the  3,609  wounded  156  have  since  died,  bringing  the  total  killed 
up  to  996. 
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Sir  Henry  Carapbell-Bannerman  mode  an 

The  Tbhpkiiancs      important  speech  at   Aberdeen  on  December 

QussTiON.  19th.     He  dealt  at  leD|;;th  with  the  Transvaal 

question   (see   page   623),   and    made   another 

important  reference  to  the  temperance  question — which  we  quote  in 

full:— 

"  There  is,  however,  one  queation  upon  which  I  wish  to  addrsBs  a  few 
words  to  you,  and  to  repeat  what  I  have  said  on  the  same  subject  to  your 
fellow  Libert  in  Enj;bnd.  I  refer  to  the  question  of  licensing  reform, 
which  wo  r^ard  as  the  necessary  and  only  effective  mode  of  putting  some 
check  upon  temptations  to  drunkenness.  We  hear  a  great  deal  of  social 
questions,  and  there  are  soiiie  people  who  are  never  tired  of  prating  of  the 
very  superior  importance  of  social  over  political  t^uestiona,  using  this  expres- 
sion principally  because  they  imagine  that  we  Liberals  are  more  concerned 
about  political  than  alMUt  social  matters.  Here  is  a  social  question,  if  e'er 
there  was  one,  and  I  am  not  aware  that  those  who  pose  as  the  special 
apostles  of  social  improvement  are  doing  anything  whatever  for  it  It  reaches . 
the  very  hearts  and  homes  of  thousands  of  men  and  women,  and  the  object 
of  it  is  to  check  a  vice  which  is  a  disgrace  to  our  country  and  a  source  of 
degrwlation  and  ruin  to  our  people.  In  this  we  are  all  agreed.  There  is  no 
difference  of  opinion  among  us  ;  but  for  the  last  thirty  years  politician  and 
philanthropist,  ministefHud  layman,  good  men  and  women  of  all  the  Churches, 
even  jAilosophere,  labour  to  tind,  discover,  and  apply  a  remedy — with  what 
result  1  With  no  practical  result  at  all.  There  hss  been  a  subjective  result 
in  opening  the  eyes  and  quickening  the  consciences  of  men,  but  no  number 
of  opiened  minds  and  quickened  consciences  will  be  effective  without  legisla- 
tion and  regulation,  and  no  regulative  remedy  has  been  found.  Now,  do 
you  not  think  that  this  is  little  creditable  Co  us,  to  uur  ingenuity,  and  to  our 
good  sense — this  glaring  evil,  this  vast  volume  of  desire  to  tind  a  remedy, 
this  helplessness  in  finding  and  applying  it ;  and  do  you  nut  agree  with  me 
that,  if  we  cannot  do  everything,  wa  might  at  least  set  ourselves  vigorously 
to  the  attempt  to  do  lomething  to  better  the  position  !  That  is  the  Srst 
thing  which,  reviewing  the  question,  impresses  me. 

The  Different  Cases  of  Scotland  and  England. 

"Another  is  this,  that  it  is  not  necessary,  it  is  not  desirable,  it  is  not  even 
possible,  to  deal  with  England  and  Scotland  alike.  We  are  much  more 
advanced  in  Scotland,  both  in  our  actual  legislation  and  in  the  public 
sentiment  on  the  subject,  than  our  friends  in  England  are.  It  is  more  than 
forty  years  since  the  Forbes- Mackenzie  Act  was  passed,  arbitrarily  shorten- 
ing the  hours  of  public-houses,  and  closing  them  altogether  on  Sunday. 
What  an  outcry  was  made  !  I  remember  it  well.  How  it  was  derided  and 
denounced  and  scouted  in  certain  irgans  of  the  Press,  which  to  this  day  are 
decrying  everything  that  we  Liberals  do  and  say.  This  was  not  tlie  work 
of  Ijberals.  The  author  of  the  legislation  was  a  Conservative — unless  I  am 
mistaken,  a  lord  of  the  Treasury  in  a  Tory  Administration.  '  And  twenty, 
or  even  ten,  yeara  after  it  was  passed  ynu  would  not  have  found  a  couple  of 
hundred  men  in  Scotland  who  would  have  sought  to  lepeal  it,  and  certainly 
not  one  of  the  editors  of  those  newspapers  would  have  ventured  to  advocate 
ita  repeal.  And  while  this  has  been  the  state  of  things  in  Scotland  sinoe 
1857,  the  people  of  England  are  still  holding  public  meetings  and  sending 
petitions  to  Parliament  humbly  praying— and  with  little  nope  of  being 
attended  to — for  the  benefit  of  Sunday  closing.  On  the  other  hand, 
I  have    been  taken  to   task   for  having  said  that   in  Sootland   we  ar« 
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ripe  for  direct  local  ooDtrol.  I  adhere  to  that  •ssertiim.  The  first 
fact  on  which  I  base  it  is  this.  We  have  seen  the  principle  of  this 
ueasure  approved  by  a  nmjority  of  Scotch  inenibers  freely  elected  by  the 
people,  aiid  not  always  representing  one  side  of  politics.  In  the  Session  of 
last  Bummer  a  measure  of  this  kind  was  actually  supported  by  thirty-nine 
Scotch  Tnember«  against  thirteen.  The  second  fact  upon  which  I  base  it  ii 
that  those  people  in  Scotland — excellent  and  thoughtful  nien^who  take 
exception  to  local  veto,  and  have  put  forward  a  rival  scheme  of  their  own  — 
what  is  known  as  threefold  opuon— yet  embody  in  their  scheme  the  veiy 
principle  of  which  I  apeak.  But  in  BngUnd  the  case,  we  must  admit,  is 
different.  In  England  there  is  a  great  reluctance,  even  among  friends  of 
temperance,  to  accept  this  principle  of  direct  control ;  and  you  may  be 
certain  of  this — that  every  Bill  you  introduce  for  Scotland  will  be  n^^tived 
by  the  votes  of  English  members,  who  do  not  much  care,  perhaps,  wb*t 
particular  laws  we  may  have  in  Scotland,  but  have  regard  to  the  reflex 
influences  of  legislation  upon  the  country  in  which  they  live  and  which  they 
represent.  What,  then,  is  to  be  done  ?  Shall  Scotland  wait  for  England  t 
And  shall  England,  striving  after  your  more  thorough  legislation,  si^Ter  mi 
indefinite  postponement  of  more  modest  but  still  more  ui^ent  and  beneficent 
reforms  1  That  is  the  difficulty  I  wish  to  put  before  earnest  men  who  are 
anxious  to  see  something  done  upon  this  subject. 

Lord  PetVi  Seporl. 
"  Is  there  not  a  ready  way  out  of  that  difficulty  ?  Yea,  Lord  Aberdeen. 
In  my  humble  judgment,  the  minority  on  the  Iiicensing  Commission,  men  of 
unimpeachable  autnority  as  temperance  reformers,  show  ua  the  general  hnav 
of  such  a  road,  and  it  is  by  taking  their  reporcas  a  basis,  without  necessarily 
adhering  to  all  their  precise  and  detailed  recominendations,  that  I  believe 
the  greatest  practical  amount  of  good  will  be  done.  Now,  who  can  deny 
that  the  great  stumbling  block  in  the  way  of  any  thorough  improvement  if; 
the  hardship  which  a  general  sentiment  and   a  national  sentiment  and  s 

e roper  sentiment  admiis  would  be  inHictod  on  a  present  licence  owner  when 
e  was  deprived  of  his  licence  under  the  action  uf  some  new  law  t  We  deny 
his  legal  right.  If  a  legal  right  was  established,  it  would  have  to  be  met  out 
of  public  funds  ;  hut  even  without  any  such  right  there  is  an  obvious  hard- 
ship which  this- report  to  which  1  refer  reci^nises.  that  to  facilitate  the 
operation  of  any  new  law  some  respite  of  time  should  be  allowed,  and  at  the 
same  time  that  thone  dispossessed  should  receive  suitable  compensation  from 
funds  levied  upon  those  who  remain. 

A  Flea  for  Action. 

"  Now,  gentlemen,  I  have  made  an  appeal  to  the  strong  advocates  of 
reform  to  accept  broadly  this  view  tif  the  question  and  to  address  themselves 
to  the  consideration  of  practical  measures  for  the  several  cases  of  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales — because  Wales  is  in  some  degree  in  an  analogous  posi- 
tion to  Scotland.  1  have  some  title,  as  an  old  and  staunch  friend,  to  malceui 
appeal  of  this  sort.  For  my  part  I  must  say  that,  much  as  I  should  like  to 
think  that  fifty  yeari  hence  the  whole  island  would  have  a  thoroughly  good 
licensing  system,  there  is  something  which  concerns  me  much  more,  which 
is  to  be  able  to  hope  that  five  or  ten  years  hence  we  may  hare  at  least  some 
substantial  improvement  over  the  present  state  of  thii^s  ;  for  I  am  satisfied 
that  there  is  nothing  that  can  be  done  within  the  whole  range  of  politicsJ 
action  which  would  h«ve  a  more  immediately  beneficial  effect  upon  the 
moral  and  physical  condition  of  our  people." 
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The  annu&l  meeting  of  the  General  Com- 
Thb  N.L,F.  mittee  of  the  National  Liberal  Federation  was 

GENEKALGoMHirrBB    held  thia  year  at  Manchester  on  Wednesday, 
Mebting.  December  13th.     There  was  a  Urge  and  repre- 

sentative attendance  of  delegates.  The  chair 
waa  at  first  taken  by  Dr.  Spence  Watson  (President).  The  tirst 
business  was  the  election  of  the  Executive  Committee,  the  resnll 
of  which  was  as  follows : — 

EUeled. 

VOTES. 

Mr.  W.   H.  Lever   (President   of   the    Birkenhead     Liberal 

Association)       -         ■         -         -         -         -         -         -         -231 

Db.    Jobv    Clifford    (Vice-President    of     the    Faddington 

Liberal  Association) 201 

Mb.  H.  Tehnant  (President  of  the  York  Liberal  Association)       199 

Pbofbssob    John    Masbik    (Vice-President    of    the    Oxford 

Liberal  Association)-         -  -         -         -  -       195 

Ur.  Frank  Wright  (Binningham) 186 

Mr.  p.  W.  Bunting  (London) 180 

Mr.  Robxrt  Bird  (President  of  the  Cardiff  Liberal  Associa- 
tion)   1 76 

Sir  John  Tdrnet   (President  of    the   Nottingham    Liberal 

Association)      -  -         -  -         -         -173 

Hon.  T.  a.  Brassbt  (Home  Counties  Division  of  the  National 

Liberal  Federation) 170 

Mr.   E.   Clbpban  (Vice-President  of    the    Leicester   Liberal 

Association)      -         -         -         -  -         •         -         -170 

Mr.  Huoh  Fdi-lerton  (Manchester) 170 

Mb.  J.   E.   Wii,LAN8  (Vice-President    of    the    Huddersfield 

liberal  Association) 168 

Mr.  p.  W.  Clatdbn  (President  of   the   South  St.    Pancras 

Liberal  Association)  --------       167 

Ma   George  Wbitk    (President    of   the  Norwich    Liberal 

Association) 167 

Mr-  K  T.  Ann  (Vice-President  of  the  Derby  Liberal  Associa- 
tion)   163 

Mr.   J.   Rawlinson    Ford   (Hon.   Secretary    of    the  Leeds 

Liberal  Association)-         ..-..--       163 

Mb.  CoRRiE  Grant  (London) 161 

Sir  J.  B.  Phbar  (Chairman  of  the  Devon  Liberal  Federation)       15S 

Mr.  C.  H.  Radford  (Vice-President  of  the  Plymouth  Liberal 

Association)      -  -  -         -         -       149 

Mr.  W.  Howkll  Davibb  (Chairman   of    the   South    Bristol 

Liberal  Association)  -         .         : 141 

Not  Elected. 
Mr.    John    Fullbb    (President    of    the    Salisbury    Liberal 

Association) 131 
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Mr.  Jahbb  Hill  (Treasurer  of  the  Bradford  Liberal  Associa- 
tion)           :         -         -  76 

Mr.  C.  T.  Macadlay  (Vice-President  of    the  Bath   United 

Liberal  Association)  --------  5S 

Mk,    W.    a.    Hounsok    (President  of    the    Lewes    Division 

Liberal  Association)-         -------  41 

Mr.  Johh  Sawyer  (Cheltenham)    .-...-         29 

On  the  iDotion  of  Mr.  Schwann,  M.P.,  seconded  by  Mr,  W,  H. 
Holland,  M.F.,  Mr.  Edward  Evans,  junr.,  was  uoammonsly  re-elected 
Chairman,  Dr.  Watson  thereupon  vacating  the  chair  in  his  favour. 
Mr.  Evans  briefly  returned  thanks  for  this  sixth  election  to  tisB 
office. 

It  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Birrell,  Q.C.,  M.P.,  seconded  by  Profeesor 
Maasie  (Oxford),  and  carried  almost  unanimously  : — 

"That  this  Committee,  while  holtlinfi!  that,  under  existing  circumstances, 
the  QovGrnmeut  have  no  option  but  to  prosecute  the  war  vigorously  with  a 
view  to  its  ttsrmination  at  the  enrliest  poKsible  moment,  is  yet  of  opinion  that 
there  was  inuuh  to  deplore  in  the  conduct  of  the  negotiations  which  preceded 
Preaidunt  Kru^er'a  ultinuktum,  and  that,  both  vith  respect  to  this  and  to 
Great  BritMin's  military  preparedness  fur  a  war  which  is  now  declared  to 
have  been  '  inevitable,'  the  Liberal  party  must  reserve  to  itself  full  right  of 
criticism  now  and  in  the  future.  The  Committee  records  its  high  apprecia- 
tion of  the  loyal  services  rendered  under  circumstances  of  great  difficulty  by 
the  Covemments  of  Cape  Colony  and  Natal,  and  dechu'es  its  profound 
conviction  that  the  only  basis  of  a  durable  and  satisfactory  settlement  is  to 
be  found  in  paying  due  regard  to  the  wishes  of  all  sections  of  the  South 
African  population,  and  in  securing  for  that  population  the  utmost  eelf- 
government  compatible   with   the   future   peace   and   prosperity   of   South 

"That  the  Committee  desiroe  to  record  its  admiration  of  the  gallant 
conduct  of  our  soldiers  and  sailors,  nhether  British  or  Colonial,  during  the 
present  campaign,  and  it«  deep  sympathy  with  the  wounded  and  with  all 
who,  through  the  war,  tiAiek  they  Mieiie  a  torn  Uatetmanthip  anild  mid  thtnUd 
have  awidm,  have  lost  relatives  and  friends  or  have  been  plunged  into 
suffering  and  distress." 

The  words  in  itA lies  were  inserted  by  114  votes  to  94,  on  the  motioD  of 
Mr.  W.  S.  Rowntree  (Scarborough),  seconded  by  Mr.  John  Hood. 
Mr.  Birrell,  in  proposing  the  resolution,  said  : — 

"  He  was  one  of  those  who  would  like  if  he  could  at  this  juncture  to 
avoid  discussion,  and  he  was  determined,  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  to  keep 
the  discussion  within  veiy  sroall  limits.  When  a  burglar  was  in  your  drees- 
ing-room  engaged  in  rifling  your  bag,  that  was  not  the  moment  which  the 
most  professorial  of  persons  would  choose  for  a  discourse  on  the  Law  of 
Evidence  in  criminal  cases.  We  could  not  deny  that  we  were  tighting  for 
our  hvea  at  tliis  moment.  We  had  seen  our  territory  invaded  by  an  enemy 
who  had  proved  himself  more  than  worthy  of  our  steel,  by  an  enemy  who 
had  out-man(BUvred  our  generals  and  defeated  on  some  occasions  our  troops, 
and  who  now  bold — oh,  bitter  humiliation  !— between  2,000  and  3,000  of 
our  soldiers  as  prisoners.  At  a  time  like  this  it  was  impossible  altogether 
to  preserve  that  composure  of  intellect  and  keenness  of  wit  necessary  to 
discuss  a  difficult  and  complex  question,  and,  for  his  part,  he  expressed  the 
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Opinion  that  the  ouly  iasue  at  present  out  of  our  heavy  nfflictions  was  to 
press  on  till  the  Hag  of  our  country  flew  at  Pretoria  and  JohaDneabur^. 
Then  ini)(ht  we  deal— he  hoped,  and  he  ventured  to  say  he  believed,  in  a 
spirit  of  true  Rtateiinuiiiship — with  the  probteiu  so  as  ti>  weld  and  mould 
together  men  of  different  races  who  were  bound  to  live  together  in  South 
Africa  for  all  time  to  come.  Therefore,  the  resolution  he  submitted  to  them 
in  its  first  note  struck  that  key.  He  denied  that  any  doubt  any  of  them 
might  entertain  as  to  whether  this  war  was  inevitable  (and  they  did,  many 
of  them,  entertain  ^rave  doubts  on  tbat  question)  he,  for  one,  strenuously 
denied  that  that  attitude  unnerved  his  arm  or  paralysed  his  will,  or  in  any 
way  made  him  express  any  other  opinion  whatever  thnn  that  in  the 
circumstances  we  were  in,  we  had  no  other  course  open  to  uh  except  to 
preei  forward  to  victory.  Wo  might  aay  what  we  like,  but  we  were 
now  fighting  for  supremacy  in  South  Africa.  We  might  be  defeated ; 
if  we  were,  we  might  shut  the  shutters  of  Downing-Htreet  and  write 
over  them  :  'The  b^uineti  of  the  Empire  uu  longer  tranaacted  here.'  He 
did  not  say  that  there  were  no  differences  ot  opinion  on  this  snbjeoC, 
but  in  moving  the  resolution  he  was  only  expressing  his  own  opinion, 
ftnd  he  said  that  this  was  the  strong  and  the  dominant  feeling  whibh 
pusxessed  him  at  this  moment.  This  was  a  first  view  of  the  case,  not  a 
complete  view,  much  less  a  final  view,  which  was  expressed  in  t'le  first  part 
of  the  resolution,  but,  nevertheless,  at  this  time,  having  regard  to  the  views 
which  we  heard  day  by  day  as  this  tragedy  of  war  unfolded  itself  in  South 
Africa,  it  was  the  view  which  at  the  present  moment  dominated  his  soul. 
There  was  a  second  view.  There  were  discussion  and  consideration  to  come 
afterwards.  The  time  would  come  when  the  nation— not  a  party,  but  the 
country— would  have  its  own  little  account  to  settle  with  Mr.  Joseph 
Chamberlain.  We  should  require  to  know  when  precisely  it  was  that  he  left 
off  believing  war  was  so  unlikely  tbat  there  was  no  need  to  prepare  for  it, 
and  when  he  became  convinced  that  war  was  absolut«ly  inevitable.     These 

'  "      '  '  infinnity  of  puri  " '  ^ 

«  not  worthy  of  s 

It  was  proposed  by  Mr.  E.  C.  Perry  (Devon  Liberal  Federation), 
seconded  by  Mr.  H.  Bi-oadhurst,  M  P.,  and  carried  : — 

"That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  the  Parliamentary  franchise 
should  be  simplified  and  the  principle  of  '  one  nian  one  vote  '  carried  out  by 
the  substitution  of  roistered  adult  manhood  suffrage  with  three  months' 
residential  qualification  in  the  place  and  stead  of  alt  existing  qualifications." 

It  was  proposed  by  Mr.  H.  F.  Nash  (Colchester),  seconded  by 
Mrs.  Swann  (Bristol),  and  carried  by  a  large  majority  :— 

"  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  the  Parliamentary  franchise  should 
be  extended  to  women." 

It  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Leif  Jones,  seconded  by  Misa  Gardner 
(Hull),  and  carried  : — 

"  That  this  Committee  heartily  supports  the  bill  to  amend  the  London 
Government  Act  of  1899  in  respect  of  the  eligibility  of  women  as  councillors 
and  aldermen,  notice  of  which  has  been  given  by  the  Right  Hon.  Leonard 
H.  Courtney,  M.P." 

This  concluded  the  business  of  the  meeting. 
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We  give  below  the  figures   relating  to  the 
British  Trade.       imports  and  exports  for  November,  along  with 
a  table  showiag  the  year's  trade  to  date,  as 
compared  with  the  same  period  during  1898  ; — 


Month  ending  Nov.  30th. 

1899.           !          1898. 

Im    rte 

£                     £ 
44,244,811      42,088.814 

£ 
2,176,997 
4,761,733 

638,678 

£ 

Ito-e»port«ofForaign\ 
and                } 

5,169,612 

4,630,834 

— 

Total  .. 

7,566,408 



Year's  Tbadb  to  Date. 

For  the  eleven  months  ending 

D«^. 

Nov  30th.,  ■99. 

Nov  30th..  m 

Im    rtfl 

£ 
444,339,264 
»242,622,168 

59,393,668 

£ 
426,283,431 
212,412,384 

65,084,817 

£ 
19.055,833 
30,209.774 

4,308,841 

£ 

and                  ' 

— 

746.366,080 

692,780,632 

63,574,448 

•These   BiiiouDta  incl 
iwDrd«d  prior  to  1899. 

ude  the  valuB  of  new  nhipa  no 

i™gi«te«d« 

British,  not 

Mr.  Chauuiiiilaik  AND  b 

Hr.  Broaduusst.      people    it 
r^eicester 


Chaiubei'lait)  is  always  attacking 
y  or  other.  If  it  is  not  tho  Frenuli 
it's— Mr.  Broodhurat.  Speaking  at 
1  November  30lh,  he  aitid  -. — 
"  Whnt  happened  in  regard  to  this  matter  ?  I  will  do  the  Liherala  the 
justice  to  say  that  they  did  not  dure  to  op|wae  it,  but  they  did  their  best, 
and  there  are  representatives  who  are  known  to  you,  who  hold  a  position  in 
this  neighbourhuod^I  don't  want  to  be  personal — (eriai  o/ 'Bioadhurst')— 
who  claim  a  special  right  to  apeak  for  the  workin);  classes,  and  who,  although 
they  did  not  openly  oppose  ita  prwress,  adopted,  ns  I  think,  the  uiigenerou 
course  of  trying  to  put  into  the  Bill  more  than  the  Bill  would  carry,  in  ordv 
Utat  it  might  not  paai  at  all." 
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Here,  it  wiU  be  noted,  is  a  distinct  allegation  that  the  ameodments 
were  moved,  not  on  their  merits,  but  "  in  order  that "  the  Bill  "  might 
oot  pass."  In  answer  to  a  letter  from  Mr.  Broadhurst.  asking  for  an 
explanation,  Mr.  Chamberlain  wrote  on  December  5th  : — 

'  *  I  should  be  very  sony  to  have  misrepresented  you  in  any  way,  but  I  do 
not  think  that  I  have  done  so  in  the  observations  which  I  nisde  at  Leicester. 

"  In  the  course  of  the  debates  on  the  Workmen's  Corupensation  Bill,  you 
not  only  sugij^ted  that  the  whole  measure  should  be  nut  off  for  another 
twelve  months,  which  would  prubablv  have  destroyed  alt  chance  of  its  pass- 
ing at  all,  but,  on  two  occasions,  at  least,  you  pressed  fur  the  introduction 
<A  the  agricultural  labourers  into  the  scope  of  the  Bill,  although  you  must 
have  known  that  it  would  not  have  been  possible  to  carry  the  measure  under 

"I  think  your  action  fully  justifies  my  statement  that  some  members 
who  did  not  openly  oppose  the  Bill  endeavoured  to  put  into  it  more  than  it 
could  carry. 

"  As  you  know,  I  am  penionally  deairous  of  seeing  the  widest  extension 
given  to  the  operation  of  the  Bill,  but  it  was  reasonable  that  in  adopting  a 
principle  of  so  much  importance  and  m^uitude  its  applicktiun  should  be 
confined  in  the  first  instance  to  the  most  important  trades,  and  that  it  should 
then  be  extended  if  it  were  proved  to  be  the  success  which  itK  promoters 
anticipated." 

A  lamer  explanation  we  have  seldom  seen.  Why  should  Mr.  Broad- 
harst  have  known  that  to  include  the  agricultural  labourer  would  have 
been  to  wreck  the  Bill  I  The  promise  never  excluded  the  labourer, 
since  it  was  to  be  compensation  to  every  workman,  and  in  every 
accident.  One  must  go  by  stages,  says  Mr.  Chamberlain  ^the  same 
Mr.  Chamberlain  who,  in  attacking  Mr.  Asquith's  Bill  in  1893,  de- 
clared the  question  must  be  settled  "once  and  for  all.''  As  Mr. 
Broadhnrst  says,  at  this  rate  it  will  soon  be  an  offence  even  to 
discuss  Mr.  Chamberlain's  Bills  at  all. 


THE   WORKMEN'S  COMPENSATION   ACT. 


"Of  all  sources  of  litigation,  however,  the  Workmen's  Compensation 
Act,  1897,  has  in  its  barely  two  years  of  existence  been  the  most  fruitful  in 
modern  times.  It  probably  surpasses  in  this  respect  even  the  Irish  Laud 
Act  of  1881.  But  under  the  Utter  the  applications  wure  at  least  limited  by 
the  number  of  tenants,  and  the  tinal  decision  endured  fur  a  term  of  years. 
The  supply  of  coses,  however,  under  the  Statute  of  1897  appears  to  be 
inexhaustible.  Applications  for  what  are  pleasantly  termed  'arbitrations' 
are  Howing  into  the  County'Courts  by  hundreds  and  even  thousands.  Of 
the  Act  itself  Mr.  Minton-Senhouse  and  Mr.  Emery  in  their  treatise  say  it 
*is  novel  in  its  character,  revolutionary  in  its  principles,  and  in  paits  adopts 
phraseology  wbicli  is  either  new  to  the  law  or  known  only  in  connection 
with  other  and  totally  different  subjects.'  Another  learned  writer,  Mr. 
Beven,  in  his  work  on  the  subject,  tells  us  '  that  the  Act  and  the  prociadure 
under  it  are  replete  with  technicalities' ;  that  to  interpret  its  provisions  '  it 
would  first  be  necessary  to  ascertain  the  meaning  imposed  on  the  word 
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'  factory '  in  sundry  Acts  of  Parliament  enacted  at  irregular  interraU  during 
tha  coarse  of  Bome  eighteen  years.  Then  to  aolve  a  Bories  of  five  cUaae*  of 
oonuiidruinH,  each  requirinff  nut  a  little  ingenuity  to  light  upon,  and  verj 
uncommon  ingenuity  to  aolve  when  found.'  Mr.  Beven  huinoToasly  cob- 
iinuBB :— 'If  the  voTkman  were  posaessed  of  abaornial  natural  acuteoea^ 
and  a  oopy  of  the  statutes  at  loi^e,  he  might,  sided  by  fortune,  aftar  con- 
siderable investigation,  beable  to  offer  an  arguable  opinion.  But  were  any 
of  those  pre- requisites  wanting  his  case  would  be  hopeless.'  Almost  as 
hopeless  is  the  attempt  to  extract  any  principle  from  some  of  the  decisions 
of  the  Court  of  Appeal.  Painting,  we  are  told,  is  not  '  repairing  '  ;  and 
when  a  building  is  strengthened  so  as  to  make  it  suitable  for  ita  purpose  the 
operation  is  neither  'constructing '  nor  '  repairing,'  and  an  injured  workman 
has  no  redress.  Not  less  bewildering  are  the  various  definitions  given  of 
'average  weekly  earnings.'  It  is  believed  the  House  of  Lords  will  be  called 
upon  to  review  some  of  the  decisions  of  the  Court  of  Appeal,  as  they  have 
done  with  salutary  effect  several  under  the  Employers'  Liabdity  Act,  1880. 
But  it  is  not  easy  to  see  how  anythinir  short  of  fresh  legislation  can  bring 
order  out  of  the  existing  chaos." -The  Times  (article,  "Law  in  1899"), 
December  27th,  18»». 


We  bring  this  month  our  account  of  oil  cases  decided  in  tbe 
Court  of  Appeal  up  to  the  end  of  1699. 

£e/<yre  Lord  Justice  A.  L.  Smith  1 

Lord  Justiee  Colliiia  \  Ifovemher  1  \lA,  1899. 

Lord  Jugtice  Vaughan  Wiliiamg    | 

Griffiths  r.  Davis  and  Sons,  Lihitbd. 

The  applicant  for  compensation  was  the  mother  of  a  ooUier  who 
bad  been  killed  by  an  accident  in  tbe  course  of  his  employment  in  a 
coal  mine.  The  applicant  lived  with  a  daughter  and  a  jounger  son, 
in  a  house  which  belonged  to  them,  while  deceased  lived  in  lodgings 
on  his  own  account.  The  mother  was  not  earning  any  wages  hersoll 
The  daught«r  earned  £45  a  year  as  a  pupil  teacher,  and  she  paid  the 
greater  part  of  this  to  her  mother  for  housekeeping  purposes.  The 
younger  son  at  the  time  in  question  was  receiving  I4s.  a  week  from  a 
provident  fund,  which  was  also  devoted  to  household  purpoaea. 
The  deceased  collier  was  in  the  habit  of  making  a  payment  to  his 
mother  of  10s.,  L^s.,  or  20s.  every  fortnight.  The  applicant  did 
not  show  what  she  did  with  the  money  she  so  i-eceived  from  tbe 
deceased.  On  tbe  evidence,  the  County-court  Judge  of  Pontypridd 
awarded  the  mother  £60.  The  employers  appealed  on  tbe  ground 
that  there  was  no  evidence  that  the  mother  was  wholly  or  in  pHt 
dependent. 

Held  that  no  question  of  law  was  raised  by  this  case  and  that  tbs 
finding  of  the  County-court  Judge  on  the  facts  could  not  be 

disturbed. 
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Edwards  n.  Thb  Intbrnational  Coal  Cohpanv,  Lihitbd. 

The  applicant  was  the  widow  of  &  workman  who  had  been  killed 
by  an  accident  in  a  coal  mine.  The  County-court  Jud»e  made  an 
award  in  her  favour  for  £325.  The  deceased  was  not  a  collier,  bnt  a 
labourer,  and  on  the  day  of  the  accident  he  had  been  ordered  to  work 
with  another  man  in  clearing  away  coal  from  a  roadway  in  the  mine 
by  picking  it  up  and  filling  trucks  with  it.  While  so  engaged  he  got 
a  mandril  and  set  to  work  on  a  piece  of  coal  which  was  projecting 
from  the  side  or  roof  of  the  drift.  The  piece  of  coal  fell  upon  him 
and  killed  bim.  One  of  the  witnesses,  the  fireman,  said  that  the 
deceased  asked  him  if  he  might  get  the  piece  of  coal,  and  he  told  him 
not  to  touch  it  as  it  was  dangerous.  The  County-court  Judge  of 
Bridgend  found  that  the  deceased  had  received  instructions  from  the 
6reman  to  take  down  the  coal.  The  employers  appealed  on  the 
groand  that  there  was  no  evidence  that  the  accident  arose  out  of 
and  in  the  course  of  the  employment  of  the  deceased. 

Held  that  there  was  no  evidence  to  prove  that  the  accident 
occurred  in  the  course  of  the  deceased's  "employment,"  and 
that  the  mother  was  therefore  entitled  to  no  compensation. 

Be/vre  Lord  Jttstice  A.  L.  SmiiA  ) 

Lord  Justice  Colli)W  >  A'/yvember  18<A,  1899. 

Lord  Jtulice  Vattghan  Williamg  ) 

Williams  v.  Poolson. 

The  workman  was  a  casual  labourer,  and  at  the  time  of  the 
accident  was  working  for  the  employer,  a  stevedore.  He  was  a  casual 
dock  labourer,  and  was  not  in  any  permanent,  employment,  but  worked 
sometimes  for  one  st«vedore  and  sometimes  for  another.  At  the  time 
of  the  accident  be  had  been  working  for  the  respondent  for  three  days 
and  ahalf.  During  the  previous  year  he  had  been  engaged  to  work 
for  a  great  number  of  stevedores  at  different  times,  and  he  had  worked 
many  times  for  the  respondent.  Front  March  5tb,  1898,  to  January 
25tb,  1899,  when  the  accident  happened,  be  had  worked  for  the 
respondent  in  each  week  except  four,  though  sometime.s  he  only 
worked  for  one  day  in  the  week.  There  was,  however,  no  permanent 
regular  employment,  the  applicant  being  taken  on  when  wanted.  The 
County-court  Judge  of  Liverpool  took  together  all  tlie  periiids  during 
which  the  labourer  worked  for  the  stevedore,  and  found  that  the 
applicant's  total  wages  during  those  periods  amounted  to  £38  ISs.  6d. 
He  divided  that  sum  by  the  number  of  weeks,  and  calculated  the 
applicant's  average  weekly  earnings  to  be  about  15s.,  and  made  an 
award  for  a  weekly  payment  of  half  that  sum.  The  workman  appealed. 
It  was  contended  that  this  was  not  the  proper  mode  of  calculation,  that 
the  labourer  at  the  time  of  the  accident  had  been  employed  for  three 
days  and  a-half,  that  during  that  time  his  earnings  were  5s.  a  day,  i.e., 
308.  a  week,  and  that  he  was  therefore  entitled  to  a  weekly  compensor 
tion  allowance  of  half  that  sum  (15a.). 
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Hdd  that  the  finding  by  the  Judge  chat  the  labonrar  ww 
employed  by  the  stevedore  for  the  whole  period  between 
March,  1898,  and  January,  1899,  and  not  merely  for  tbe 
three  and  a-half  days,  was  a  finding  of  fact  which  tbe  Court 
of  Appeal  would  not  disturb,  and  that  the  labourer  was, 
therefore,  only  entitled  to  the  lower  sum  per  week. 

Before  Lord  Juttice  A.  L.  Svnlh  ) 

Ltrrd  Justice  Collins  ',  Jfovember  25th,  1899. 

Lord  Justice   Vaughan   WiUianu  ) 

Hewlett  v.  Hbfburn  and  Co. 

The  workman,  a  carpenter,  first  worked  for  the  employers  on 
August  24th,  1897,  and  remained  at  work  for  them  until  February  17th, 
1898,  being  paid  by  the  hour.  His  wages  varied  during  that  period. 
There  was  no  agreement  as  to  what  notice  was  necessary  to  terminate 
the  employment,  but  that  some  notice  was  usually  necessary.  From 
February  17th  to  May  12th,  1698,  he  was  absent  through  illness,  and 
on  the  latter  date  he  came  back  to  work,  and  remained  at  work  until 
/Vugust  18th,  when  he  was  again  absent,  from  ill-health,  until 
September  3rd,  ls9d.  He  then  came  back  and  remained  at  work 
until  February  6th,  1699,  when  he  met  with  the  accident  in  question, 
which  caused  the  loss  of  two  of  his  fingers  and  the  partial  loss  of  a 
third.  The  question  was  (1)  whether  the  emplojonent  was  continuous, 
notwithstanding  the  respondent's  absence  tlirough  illness,  in  which 
case  tbe  compensation  payable  would  be  12s.  9d.  a  week,  or  (3) 
whether  the  employment  was  determined  when  the  respondent  was 
absent  through  illness,  in  which  case  the  period  of  employment  to  be 
considered  in  assessing  compensation  would  be  from  September  3rd, 
1898,  to  February  6th,  1899,  when  tbe  weekly  compensation  would  be 
17b.  9d.  The  County-court  Judge  of  Dartford  found  that  tbe  employ- 
ment was  by  the  hour,  and  in  taw  came  to  an  end  on  August  tStit, 
1898.  He  accordingly  assessed  the  compensation  at  178.  9d.  a  week. 
The  employers  appealed. 

field  that  the  finding  by  the  County-court  Judge  was  one  of  fact, 
and  therefore  could  not  be  disturbed. 

lie/ore  Lord  Juelice  A.  L.  Smith  l 

Lord  Juitiee  Collins  \DeeetiAer  2nd,  1899. 

Lord  Justice  Vaughan  WiUiama  ] 
Hensbt  v.  White, 

The  applicant  for  compensation  was  the  widow  of  a  cabinet-maker 
named  Charles  Hensey.  The  workmen  had  to  begin  their  work  in 
the  morning  by  starting  a  gas  engine.  Upon  the  first  day  after  the 
Christmas  holidays,  1898,  when  the  workmen  resumed  work,  Hensey 
and  three  other  men  proceeded  to  light  the  gas  in  the  engine  and  to 
start  the  engine.  In  order  to  start  the  engine  it  was  necessary  to  turn 
It  large  wheel.     Hensey  proceeded  to  attempt  to  hoist  the  wheel,  the 
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three  other  men  pulling  it  down  on  the  other  side.  Owing  to  the  lapse 
of  time  since  the  engine  was  last  nsed,  air  had  got  iato  the  engine,  and 
the  wheel  would  Dot  move  at  first.  The  men  made  a  second  attempt, 
and  they  succeeded  in  moving  the  wheel,  when  Hensey  suddenly  put 
his  hand  to  his  stomach  and  left  the  place.  He  was  found  immediately 
afterwards  vomiting  blood,  and  he  hied  to  death.  Death  was  caused 
by  rupture  of  the  small  blood-vessels  of  the  stomach  and  intestines. 
The  deceased  man  had  been  employed  on  the  work  for  several  years. 
A  post-mdrlem  examination  was  made,  and  the  medical  evidence 
showed  that  the  deceased  man  had  been  sufiering  from  chronic 
indigestion,  which  had  weakened  the  blood-vessels  of  the  stomach  and 
intestines,  and  there  was  evidence  of  congestion  and  inflammation. 
Two  of  the  doctors  gave  it  as  tbeii'  opinion  that  the  rupture  of  the 
blood-vessels  was  caused  by  the  strain,  whereas  another  doctor  stated 
his  opinion  that  the  strain  apart  from  the  disease  did  not  cause  the 
blood-vessels  to  give  way,  and  that,  in  his  opinion,  hemorrhage  of  the 
Ntomach  could  not  result  from  strain  without  disease.  The  County- 
court  Judge  of  Bedford  found  as  a  fact  that  the  deceased  man  had 
been  long  suffering  from  chronic  inflammation  of  the  internal  coat  of 
the  stomach,  caused  or  accompanied  by  congestion  of  the  numerous 
sinall  blood-vessels  in  that  coat,  that  there  was  an  exudation  of  blood 
from  the  stomach  which  caused  death,  and  that  this  was  the  result  of 
the  congestion  and  chronic  inflammation  of  the  stomach,  and  would 
not  have  happened  without  it.  He  accordingly  decided  in  favour  of 
the  employer.  The  widow  of  the  workman  appealed. 
Held  that  she  was  not  entitled  to  compensation. 
Lord  Justice  Collins  sitid  : — 

''  In  Bandorf  v.  Humillon,  Lord  Halsbury  said  that  he  thought 
that  the  idea  of  snmething  fortuitious  and  unexpected  was  involved 
in  the  word  'nccident.'  That  el«ment  was  wanting  in  the  present 
<.-ane.  In  the  cases  which  had  been  cited  a  fortuitous  and  unex- 
pected ulemeut  existed  which  was  the  proximate  and  ultimate  cause 
of  death. " 

Crowley  v.  Davis  and  Co, 

The  workman's  hand  was  injured  by  an  accident  arising  out  of  and 
in  the  course  of  his  employment,  part  of  the  hand  and  two  of  the 
lingers  being  taken  off.  Before  the  accident  he  was  earning  9d.  an 
hour,  and  after  the  accident  he  was  received  back  by  his  employer  at 
the  same  rate  of  wages.  The  County-court  Judge  of  Croydon  held 
that  the  workman  was  not  entitled  to  any  compensation  except  for  the 
period  during  which  he  was  absent  from  work  on  account  of  the 
accident,  and  held  that  he  could  not,  without  the  consent  of  the  re- 
spondents, award  a  nominal  sum  so  ae  to  allow  the  appellant  to  apply 
at  a  subsequent  time  to  have  it  increased  if  the  circumstances  required 
it.  At  this  time  the  case  of  Chandler  v.  Smith  (see  page  607)  had  not 
been  decided.  The  workman  appealed.  The  employers  offered  to  con- 
sent to  the  County-court  Judge's  order  being  varied  by  inserting 
therein  a  declaration  (as  in  the  form  in  Chandler  v.  Smith)  of  the 
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liabilitj'  of  the  respondents,  leaving  the  question  of  the  amount  and 
Ouration  of  the  compensation  to  be  lixed  upon  an  application  under 
schedule  1,  clause  12,  of  the  Act  should  the  appellant  at  any  future 
time  be  unable  owing  to  the  accident  to  earn  the  same  wages. 

Held  that  the  County-court  Judge's  order  could  be  so  amended. 
Lloyd  v.  Suug  and  Co.,  Liuitkd. 

The  workman  was  a  smith  employed  in  engineering  works  at 
Westminster.  At  the  time  of  the  accident  he  was  holding  a  flatt«r 
on  the  anvil  for  another  workman,  called  a  hamnier,  to  strike  the  flat 
end  of  the  flatter,  when  the  hammerer  by  accident  struck  the  rod  or 
round  part  of  the  flatter  and  jarred  the  respondent's  hand.  In  con- 
sequence the  hand  became  swoollen,  and  gout  in  the  hand  waf  brought 
on.  The  doctor  who  attended  him  said  that  he  had  attended  the 
respondent  previously  to  the  accident  for  gout  in  the  hand  and  elbow, 
that  the  respondent  had  gouty  diathesis,  and  that  lie  thought  Uie 
swollen  hand  was  caused  by  gout  brought  on  by  the  jar.  The  doctor's 
certiflcace  stated  that  the  respondent  was  suffering  from  a  weak  Iiaod 
caused  partially  by  the  injury.  The  County-court  Judge  of  West- 
minster awarded  the  respondent  15s.  a  week,  stating  that  the  respon- 
dent came  within  the  Act.  The  employers  appealed  on  the  ground 
that  the  injury  to  the  hand  was  not  caused  by  the  accident. 
field  thaX  the  workman  was  entitled  to  compensation. 

Before  Lord  Justice  A.  L.  Smith  \ 

LordJuBtiee  Collim  >  December  9(A,  1899, 

Lord  Justice  Vaughan  Williams    ) 
Hgnnessby  v.  M'Cabr. 

The  employer  was  a  master  stevedore,  and  the  workman  was 
employed  by  him  to  load  the  s.s.  Baltimore  in  the  Victoria  Docks. 
The  cargo  was  brought  alongside  the  vessel  in  lighters,  and  was  raised 
from  the  lighters  and  placed  into  the  hold  by  means  of  the  ship's 
steam  winch,  which  was  under  the  control  of  the  defendant.  Some 
barrels  which  were  being  placed  in  the  hold  in  this  way  slipped  and 
injured  Hennessey  as  they  felt.  The  master  appealed  on  the  sole 
ground  that  the  work  being  done  was  not  work  which  was  ivitbin  the 
scope  of  the  Act,  and,  therefore,  that  the  workman  could  not  recover 
under  the  Act  any  compensation  for  the  injury  he  had  suffered.  The 
Act,  in  Section  I,  limits  the  various  kinds  of  employments  at  which 
alone  a  workman  may  claim  to  be  compensated  for  such  injuries  as  he 
might  receive  in  the  course  of  his  work.  The  Act  applies  to  accidents 
arising  from  work  in  or  about  a  "factory,"  and  by  Section  7  (2)  the 
word  "factory''  in  the  Act  is  to  have  the  same  extensive  meaning  as 
it  has  in  the  various  Factory  and  Workshop  Acta  passed  between 
1878  to  1891,  and  also  is  to  include  "any  dock,  wharf,  quay,  ware- 
house, machinery  or  plant  to  which  any  provision  of  the  Factory  Acts 
is  applied  by  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1895."  The  Act  does 
not  include  work  on  a  ship,  but  a  workman  has  been  held  entitled  to 
recover  for  an  accident  received  in  loading  a  ship  from  a  dock  by  a 
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crane  worked  on  shore,  ag  the  dock  ia  to  be  treated  by  Section  7  (2) 
as  a  "factory"  while  the  workman  ia  engaged  in  "loading  or  unloading 
therefrom  or  thereta"  The  CouAty-court  Judge  ot  Bow  held  that  the 
workman  was  employed  loading  by  the  aid  of  machinery  of  the  vessel 
"  from  the  dock,"  and  the  master  now  contended  that  his  decision  won 
wrong,  because  the  crane  was  on  the  ship  and  the  cargo  was  not 
being  loaded  from  the  ''dock,  wharf,  or  quay,"  but  from  barges 
alongside  of  the  vessel. 

Hdd  that  the  workman  did  not  come  within   the  scope  of  the 
Compensation  Act. 
Lord  Justice  A.  L.  Smith  said  : — 

"It  would  be  straining  Section  23  of  the  Factory  and  Work- 
shops Act,  1896,  beyond  all  bounds  that  loading  a  vessel  from 
lighters  lying  alongside  of  her  was  loading  from  a  dock,  for  the 
cargo  was  simply  being  moved  from  one  ship  to  another,  the  gnods 
being  lifted  hy  the  vessel's  winch,  and  not  raised  by  means  of  a 
crana  on  ibe  dock  at  all.  The  .accident  ha|)))ened,  therefore,  ti> 
Hennessey  while  at  a  class  of  work  not  included  iu  those  to  which 
the  benefit  of  the  Act  of  1897  was  given  by  the  Legislature." 


[  iJecem&w  16(A,  1899. 
Lord  Justice  Vaughan  Williams     ) 
Fbakcis  v.  Tuunkr  Brothers. 

The  workman  was  a  labourer ;  the  employers  were  owners  and 
occupiers  of  a  factory.  Oii  November  Hth,  1898,  the  workman  was 
sent  with  three  other  workmen  to  the  cloth  factory  of  the  Severn 
Tweed  Company  to  remove  from  the  engine-sbed  an  old  disused 
steam  engine  which  the  respondents  had  purchased.  The  men  had 
to  remove  two  cog  wheels  and  the  shafting,  and  then  the  frame. 
There  was  a  prop  on  the  frame  which  ran  up  to  some  iron  girders 
upon  which  two  tanks  rested.  The  prop  had  to  be  removed  ;  when  it 
was  knocked  down  the  tanks  came  down  and  fell  upon  the  men, 
killing  two  of  them  and  seriously  injuring  the  workman  who  now 
claimed  compensation.  The  Severn  Company's  factory  was  h&lf  a 
mile  from  the  employer's  factory  by  the  footpath,  and  rather  further 
off  by  the  road.  The  County-court  Judge  of  Newtown  held  that  the 
employment  of  the  appellant  was  not  an  employment  on,  in,  or  abont 
a  factory  within  ttie  meaning  of  Section  7,  Sub-section  1,  of  the  Work- 
men's Compensation  Act,  1897,  and  he  accordingly  dismissed  the 
^plication  to  assess  compensation.     The  workman  appealed. 

Held  that  the  workman  was  not  entitled  to  compensation  since 
the   accident   did    not  t*ke   place   at   the   employer's   own 
factory. 
Harrison  v.  Whitakkr  BRorHBita,  Limited. 

The  workman  (a  boy  of  15)  was  at  the  time  of  the  accident  engaged 
in  constructing  a  dock  at  Hull.  There  was  a  railway  line  used  and 
worked  by  them  for  the  construction  of  the  dock.     The  boy  had  been 
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employed  by  the  appellaats  as  a  signaler,  but  at  the  time  of  the 
accident  it  was  his  duty  to  grease  the  wheels  and  axles  of  the  railway 
trucks.  On  October  15tfa,  1898,  he  had  finished  greasing  all  the 
trucks  that  were  ready  for  him,  and  had  to  wait  for  more  tmckn.  He 
went  to  a  fire  which  was  a  short  distance  away  from  the  place  where 
hti  had  been  greasing  the  trucks,  the  fire  being  clobe  to  a  lever  used 
for  moving  pointa.  All  trucks  coming  to  him  would  pass  by  that  spot 
The  handle  of  the  lever  was  away  from  the  line,  and  the  boy  sat  on 
the  handle  to  warm  himself  at  the  fire  He  saw  an  engine  with 
trucks  coming — along  the  line,  up  ao  incline,  and,  thinking  that  the 
points  were  against  the  engine,  he  b^an  to  pull  the  lever  over  to  open 
them,  when  the  engine  came  up  and  took  the  lever  over  with  a  jerk, 
the  lever  throwing  him  against  the  engine.  He  was  so  iojnred  tiMt 
bis  leg  had  to  be  amputated.  The  lever  was  an  automatic  one,  and 
there  was  evidence  that  the  points  had  been  left  ao  that  the  engine 
would  have  opened  them.  The  respondent  had  not  been  told  not  to 
touch  the  lever,  but  it  was  no  part  of  his  duty  to  do  so.  There  was  a 
boy  whose  duty  it  was  to  look  after  the  points,  but  he  was  about  20 
yards  away  at  the  time.  The  questions  were  (1)  whether  the  accident 
arose  "out  of  and  in  the  course  of  the  employment"  within  Section  1, 
Sub-section  1,  of  the  Act  of  1897  ;  and  (2)  whether  the  injury  was 
attributable  to  the  serious  and  wilful  misconduct  of  the  respondent. 
The  County-court  Judge  of  Hull  found  in  favour  of  the  boy.  He  said 
that  be  was  not  neglecting  any  duty  at  the  time  of  tlie  accident ;  and 
that  he  was  in  the  course  of  bis  employment  when  the  accident 
happened.  He  also  held  that  the  respondent  was  not  guilty  of 
serious  and  wilful  misconduct.     The  employers  appealed. 

Ileld  that  the  boy  was  rightly  entitled  to  compensation. 
Walker  v.  Lilleshall  Company,  Limited. 

The  workman  was  an  engine-fitter  in  the  employment  of  en^ineen 
and  ironfounders.  On  April  ITtb,  1899,  he  was  working  at  the  Abbey 
Mills,  West  Ham,  fixing  some  machinery  there.  He  was  working  at 
steam  pipe  joints  for  a  machine,  it  being  the  duty  of  a  labourer  to  pal 
red  lead  on  the  joints,  the  appellant  having  then  to  screw  the  pipea 
into  position.  In  the  previous  week  he  blistered  oue  of  the  fin^rs  of 
his  right  hand  while  chipping  steel  plates  for  a  large  engine  aX  Uw 
same  works.  On  the  day  of  the  accident  he  showed  tbe  blister  to  ifae 
foreman  and  said  that  he  thought  it  was  hardly  fit  for  him  to  do  ^ 
job.  The  foreman  replied  that  he  must  do  it,  as  the  engine  had  lo 
work  that  afternoon.  He  therefore  did  the  work.  Tbe  next  night 
the  finger  became  inflamed  from  the  red  lead  and  oil,  and  was  seriously 
injured.  The  County-court  Judge  of  Bow  said  that  though  the  woil- 
man  had  received  a  serious  injury  whilst  working  in  his  employment 
in  the  ordinary  way  that  there  was  no  accident  within  the  meooing  of 
the  Act  of  1897.  He  therefore  gave  the  workman  no  compensation. 
The  workman  apf>ealed. 

Held  that  the  injury  received  did  not  constitute  an  "accident'' 
and  that  no  compensation  was  obtainable  under  the  Act. 
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POINTS    FROM    SPEECHES. 


Th«  Marqnis  of  Lome,  H,F.  CriterloB  Bestanruit,  Dec  9th,  1899- 

"Ab  Hr.  Balfour  had  said,  we  had  the  consoience  of  the  Empire 
with  us,  and  our  colonies  were  as  determined  as  we  were  to  pub  an 
end  to  the  government  of  privileged  pachjrderms  at  Pretona,  and 
will  not  consent  any  more  to  have,  under  conventions  and  the 
suzeraintj'  of  her  Majesty,  a  Government  in  the  Transvaal  which 
was  raallj  one  of  caprice,  corruptiun,  and  cant.  That  Onvernment 
was  like  nothing  that  had  ever  been  seen  before ;  it  was  neither 
fish,  flesh,  nor  fowl,  and  it  was  that  which  had  determined  the 
colonies  to  come  to  our  aid  in  putting  an  end  to  it.  The  Boers 
called  it  a  Republic— there  wan  nothing  like  a  Republic  in  their 
organ iHation— we  called  it  an  oligarchy.  Oligarchy  was  a  very  long 
word  ;  he  preferred  to  coll  it  a  damned  bad  Government." 

From  the  Times,  December  \lth,  1899. 
This  hardly  seems  to  require  any  comment. 


Vt.  Jeffreys,  H.F.  Central  aad  Associated  Ohiimber  of  Agricultiira 
Meeting,  London,  December  6tli.  1897. 
"Hemoved  'that  this  meeting  approves  of  the  extension  of  the 
Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  18LI7,  tuagriculturalUbourers.'  He 
had  certainly  no  wish  to  throw  additional  burdens  on  agriculture,  but 
it  had  been  madeagrievancein  some  counties  that  the  agricultural 
labourer  was  not  included.  If  this  was  a  grievance  (he  did  not 
think  there  was  much  in  it),  then  they  had  better  remove  it.  He 
did  not  believe  the  labourers  would  be  any  better  off  under  the 
Act  than  they  were  now. " 

From  the  TlHES,  I>eeember  7lh,  1899. 
We  should  think  the  agricultural  labourer  would  be  a  good  deal 
better  oft      At  all  events  Lord  Salisbury  made  a  great  point  of  the 
ability  of  the  House  of  Lords  to  exclude  htm  from  the  Act. 


Mr.  Ohaplin.  Oriteiion  Baataarant,  December  9tli,  1899. 

"As  for  Sir  Alfred  Mihier,  I  confess  that  his  piieition  for 
many  mouths  has  always  seemed  to  me  to  be  one  t^  command  our 
support  and  peculiar  sympathy.  With  n  Prime  Minister  at  the 
Cape  in  charge  uf  the  government  of  that  country  who  has  been 
ostentatiously  neutral,  with  a  commander  of  the  English  forces  not 
supposed  to  be  in  very  great  sympathy  with  his  views,  with  a 
section  of  the  English  public  and  some  most  prominent  in  public 
lift  Hvowedly  hostile  to  his  objects  and  his  cuda,  vith  tlie  prolonged 
and  immense  strain  on  his  nerves  and  on  his  brain  of  this- 
tremendous  cjuestion,  few  public  servants  in  our  time  have  ever 
been  placed  in  a  position  of  greater  stress  and  greater  difficulty 
than  Sir  Alfred  Miluer." 

From  the  Tiaza,  Deeembtr  lltk,  1899. 
It  is  not    to    Mr.  Chaplin's  discredit   that  he  should  praise  3ir 

Alfred  Uilner ;  but  his  attack  on  Sir  William  Butler  is  little  short  of 

BoandalouB. 
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The  Maninis  of  Lome,  M.P.  Hanchester.  December  12tb.  ISBB- 

"  With  respect  to  Old  Age  Pensions,  it  would  bo  too  Urge  mi 
order,  especinlly  in  war  time,  to  attempt  tu  give  5s.  a  week  to  every- 
bodj.  Whut  they  might  cunBider  wks  the  granting  uC  aucb  peneione 
to  all  those  whu  served  in  the  Army,  Nttvy;  and  Militia." 

From  the  Stasdard,  Daxtnber  iStk.  18W. 
Tt  would  mean  that  if  yoa  want  an  old-age  pension  you  will  have 
to  go  and  j^t  killed  tirst.     You  must  produce,  not  a  birth  certific«t« 
to  prove  that  you  are  aixty-five,  but  a  death  certificate. 


llr.  Chaplin.  Oriterion  Beatannuit,  December  9tb,  IMi 

"  1  have  often  been  under  obligations  to  ray  hon.  friend,  but  I 
do  not  know  that  I  ever  fell  more  indebted  to  him  than  when  be 
told  you  juBt  now  that  he  had  abandoned  all  intention  of  asking 
me  to-night  to  express  my  views,  and  the  opinions  and  intentiong 
of  her  iCijeBty's  Government,  with  regard  to  the  very  vexed  question 
of  <'td-age  pensions.  I  accept  with  gratitude  the  invitation  of  your 
chairnmn  to  confine  my  observationx  to  that  question  which 
occupies  the  mind  of  everybody  at  the  present  moment,  namely, 
the  progress  of  the  war  in  South  Africa  which  has  been  forced  upon 

From  the  Timbs,  December  llth,  1898. 
Chaplin's    "  gratitude  "    is   the 


POINTS    FROM    THE    PAPERS. 

From  tlie  National  Beriew,  Dteember,  1399. 

"Great  Britain  habitually  comes  off  second  beat  in  her  dealings 
with  Germany,  and  we  can  see  from  the  various  railway  and 
telegraph  arrangements  to  which  Mr.  Rhodes  has  been  induced  to 
assent,  that  '  tiie  fault  of  the  Dutch,'  if  it  is  a  fault,  consists  as  ever 
'  in  giving  t'>o  littlfi  and  asking  too  much.'  They  have  a  positive 
genius  for  getting  something  subRtantial  from  the  other  side  in 
exchange  for  something  which  either  hiH  no  value  or  which  does  not 
belong  to  them.  Thiit  process  is  admirably  exemplitied  in  the 
Samoan  agreement,  wl^erpby  we  surrender  our  share  of  a  group  of 
islands  in  which  we  had  great  and  growing  interests,  and  where  we 
had  contracte'i  tscred  obligations  to  the  natives  who  bad  stood  by  us 
in  the  recent  disturbances  which  were  provoked  by  the  German 
Consul.  Our  faithful  allies  ivill  be  now  at  the  mercy  of  their  enemies, 
'  and  we  can  have  no  illusions  as  to  the  treatment  they  will  receive, 
for  German  tre^trnent  of  natives  is  .-«  by-word.  As  a  set-aff 
Germany  foregoes  her  '  rights '  in  Tonga,  which  were  practicnlly  nil, 
relinquishes  some  little  bits  of  islands  which  will  be  no  use  tis  us  or 
do  not  belong  to  her,  rectifies  a  boundary  in  West  Africa,  pro- 
bably to  bring  u»  into  conflict  with  somebody  else,  and  agrees  to 
recognise  our  status  in  Zanzibar  when  other  Puners  do  : " 

Another  "  graceful  coucession  "  apparently. 
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fwtun  the  Ereniug  Standard.  December  IHTA,  1899. 

"Uptin  the  whole  thin  maaigiiiir  of  troopR  nrny  neeru  a  prodij^iouH 
exertion,  nimoat  the  arritrt  ban  of  the  race,  to  crush  two  little 
Republics  which  together  have  not  more  popuUtion  than  aotne 
Enfjlish  counties.  But  there  is  a  grave  peril  imminent  —the  rebel- 
lion of  the  Dutoh-Hi'eaking  Africanders;  and  another  infinitely 
more  serious  still  which  very  teir  seem  to  recollect.  We  trust 
there  is  uo  cause  Ut  fenr  a  rising  of  the  Kaffirs.  But  it  is  always 
possible — indeed,  uiipleaaant  rumours  and  even  incidents  are 
constantly  reported.  And  the  Qovemment  must  be  f>repaTed. 
But  we  cannot  ignore  the  fact  that  all  this  points  to  conscription." 
Wo  wondei-  if  CoNacRiPTiON  is  to  be   the   great  achievement  of 

this  great  TJnioniat  Government  1 

From  the  Manchester  Qnardian,  December  wh,  1X99. 

"  Referring  to  the  leader  in  your  insue  of  to-day  animadverting; 
on  the  hardship  of  disallowing  n  claim  under  the  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation Act  because  a  request  for  arbitration  had  nut  been  filed 
within  six  months  of  the  accident,  it  may  interest  you  to  hear  that 
your  views  on  the  matter  have  the  support  of  many  able  lawyers, 
and  even  County  Court  judges.  Moreover,  in  a  Manchester  case 
which  is  just  about  to  come  before  the  Court  of  Appeal,  this  is  the 
very  point  involved.  The  (guestion  is,  has  the  six  months'  limit  any 
application  to  a  claim  which  is  admitted  by  the  employer  and  paid, 
perhaps,  for  many  months  1  If  it  has,  then  the  coiiseciunnce  will  be 
that  every  accident  must  be  litigated,  though  master  and  man  are 
satisfied  and  the  claim  is  being  paid  weekly — as  happens  in  so  many 
hundreds  of  cases  under  the  Act.  In  other  words,  you  must  start 
legal  proceedings  when  there  is  nothing  to  go  to  law  about.  Could 
anything  be  more  revolting  to  one's  couiinon  sense  or  more  opposed 
to  the  avowed  object  of  the  Act,  which  was  to  reconipenae  the  men 
without  litigation  1  Whilst  on  the  subject,  may  I  also  draw  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  it  takes  six  months  to  get  an  appeal  under  the 
Act  disposed  of  1  It  was  thought  to  accelerate  these  appeals  by 
placing  them  in  a  separate  list.  This  list  is,  however,  only  taken 
on  Saturday  mornings,  and  not  regularly.  The  consequence  is  that 
there  is  a  rapid  accumulation,  and  when  I  lost  examined  the  list  in 
the  Crown  Office,  on  November  24th,  there  were  about  forty  appeals 
waiting  a  hearing,  the  first  of  which  had  been  entered  so  far  back  as 
May  12th.  I  do  not  scruple  to  assert  from  personal  knowledge  that 
numbers  of  unfortunate  men  are  starving  pending  the  decision  of 
the  Court  of  Appeal.  The  hardship  of  this  becomes  more  apparent 
when  one  knows  that  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  the  decision  of  the 
County  Court  judge  ih  upheld.  There  is,  indeed,  a  very  marked 
and,  1  think,  a  growing  indisposition  on  the  part  of  the  judeeH  of 
the  Court  of  Appeal  to  disturb  the  findings  of  that  excellent  tribunal 
the  County  Court  judge.  This  raises  the  important  question  whether 
there  should  be  any  right  of  appeal  permitted,  except  by  special 
leave.     At  preeent  the  right  seems  open  to  abuse." 

Leitef  from  "  RbOISTKAB." 

Whatever  else  the  Compensation  Act  has  done  or  been,  it  baa 
osrtainiy  not  proved  the  absolute  bar  to  litigation  that  it  was  promised 
to  be. 
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From  the  Saturday  Beviev,  Decentber  WA,  1899. 

"The  AstonUhnient  excited  at  WaihingHin  and  Berlin  ood.  we 
ma;  add,  amoDftBt,  educated  men  in  tbia  country,  by  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain'e  luncheon-speech  at  Leicester  wns  mild  in  comparison  with  the 
surprise  which  it  caused  to  his  own  colleagues  in  the  Cabinet.  It 
IB  A  new  departure  for  a  Minister,  however  powerful,  who  is  in 
charge  of  a  department,  in  this  case  the  Colonial  OSice,  to  deal 
with  the  diplomntic  relations  between  this  country  and  other 
nations.  That  is  a  task  which  is  by  custom,  l>ased  on  obvious 
reasons.  lefe  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Aff'iim,  or  in  the 
most  important  cases  to  the  Prime  Minister.  But  it  was 

not  true  that  any  ^pecilic  diplnmatic  understanding  had  been  arrived 
at  between  the  three  Cabinete,  and,  therefore,  Mr.  Chamberl&in's 
trespass  upon  the  Prime  Minister's  preserves  is  still  more  difficult 
to  defend.  .  .  .  There  remains  Mr.  Chamberlaln'R  declaration 
that  unless  the  French  '  mended  their  manners '  the  '  conse<)uences 
might  be  very  serious.'    .     .  We  shrink  back  appalled  from  the 

vista  of  wars  which  a  democratic  diplomacy  opens  t<>  our  view." 
But  Mr.  Chamberlaiii'ii  diplomacy  is  not  so  much  democratic  ■ 

bungling  and  incompetent. 


From  the  Times,  Decemhei-  4t/i,  1899. 

"As  the  families  of  the  slain  Ht  Waima  are  dependent  for 
redress  upon  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  since  they  are 
neither  landowners  on  Salisbury  Plain  nor  tobacco  manufacturers 
with  political  influence  in  West  Bristol,  there  is  no  other  course 
open  than  to  appeal  once  more,  through  you,  Sir,  to  the  forc«  of 
public  opinion,  which  Ciin  bend  even  a  (^lancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
to  itswfll." 

Lttttrfrom  Mk,  ARNOLD  Whttb,  daUd  DeetmbtT  2nd,  18W. 
Mr.  Arnold  White,  it  should  be  said — though  clearly  a  critic  of  tiw 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer — is  also  a  Vnionist  in  politics. 


Frtm  the  ObBerrer,  Dr<-embfi--MfA,  1899. 

"The  wish  to  strengthen  the  Government  does  not  spring  from 
a  desire  to  find  a  scapegoat,  but  because  the  country  believes  that 
busineas  and  administrative  qualities  are  lacking  both  in  the  militniy 
and  financial  situation.  Mr.  Goschen,  for  example,  is  a  bom 
financier,  and  is  tilled  with  the  true  imperial  instinct.  As  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  he  Wuuld  command  the  full  confidence  of 
the  country.  It  is  impossible  to  ignore  ihe  objections  to  Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach  remaining  in  office.  In  the  first  place,  he  is 
not  trusted.  Neither  in  temper  or  judgment  has  he  the  requisit« 
qualifications  to  carry  the  country  over  a  great  economic  crisis  ; 
while  the  recent  sale  of  his  estate  on  Salisbury  Plain  to  the  public 
under  conditions  that  have  left  unpleasant  impressions,  and  the 
reduction  of  the  tobncco  tai  in  such  a  manner  as  to  benefit  no  one 
but  the  manufacturers  injured  his  political  position  with  the  eloctins 
before  the  war  broke  out. 

ii'rom  PoLrncAL  Items. 
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Answers   to   Correspondents. 

Liberal  Ihpbbialish. 
EL  M.  H.^ — Mr.   Chamberlain's  declaratioo  for  which  you  ask  was  aa 
follows;  it  is   contained   in    a  tetter  fpom  his  secretary,  dated 
December  6th : — 
"I   am   directed   bj    Mr.     Chamberlain    to  acknowledf;e   with   tbanks 
the   receipt  of  your   letter   of   the   4th   inat,,   and   to  Bay   that  he  agrees 
with   you   that   a   candidate   who  ntands  aa   a   Liberal   Imperialist   should 
describe   himself  as   a   Libersl   Unionist,   and   that  if   he   does   not  steps 
should  be  taken  to   ascertain   clearly    what  his  views  are  upim  iiueations 
of  difference  between  the  Unionist  and    Liberal  paitiee,   such  as  Home 
Rule   and  the   Irish   question.     ITnleHS   the   answers   of  the  candidate  are 
perfectly  satisfactory  on   these  points  Mr.   Chamberlain  does  not  suppose 
that  he  would  obtain  any  Liberal  Unionist  support." 

There  may  be  a  difficulty  about  an  exact  deSuition  of  Liberal 
Imperialism,  bat  it  is  interesting  to  note  Mr.  Chamberlain's 
nervous  anxiety  to  make  the  issue  that  of  Home  Rule. 

Mr,  Chahberlain  and  Hour  Rdle. 
W.  W. — Mr.  T.  D.  Sullivnn  baa  recently  published  a  letter  written  on 
December,  1884,  hy  Mr.  Chamberlain  to  an  English  friend,  which, 
"  tbouj;;h  not  intended  for  print— in  fact,  it  was  marked  '  private 
and  con6dential  '  was  clearly  meant  to  meet  the  eyes  of  a 
selected  number  of  1  rish  Nationalists."  Its  text  is  as  foUowa  (we 
quote  from  a  recent  number  of  the  !fation) : — 

"Accordingly,  if  Nationalism  means  separation,  I  fur  one  am  prepared 
to  resist  it.  I  see  in  it  the  probability,  almost  the  certainty,  of  <uin|^rous 
complicationB  and  antsgoniam  which  would  be  injurious  to  the  interests  of 
the  larger  country  and  fatal  to  the  prosperity  of  the  former.  Sooner  than 
yield  on  this  pnint  I  would  govern  Ireland  by  force  to  the  end  of  the  chapter. 

"  But  if  Nationalism  means  Home  Bule  I  have  no  objection  to  make  in 
principle,  and  am  only  anxious  to  find  out  exactly  what  it  means. 

"1  object  to  the  Home  Rule  proposed  by  the  late  Mr.  Butt  because  I 
believe  it  would  not  work,  but  would  infallibly  lead  to  a  demand  for  entire 
separation. 

"  On  the  other  hand,  I  consider  that  Ireland  has  a  right  to  a  local 
government  more  complete,  more  popular,  more  thoroughly  representative, 
and  more  far-reaching  than  anything  that  has  hitherto  been  suggested,  and 
I  hope  that  the  first  sesHiun  of  a  refonned  Parliament  will  settle  this  qoes- 
lion,  so  far  at  least  ss  what  is  generally  called  county  government  ie 
concerned.  But  for  myself  I  am  willing;  to  go  oven  further.  I  believe  that 
there  are  questions,  not  local  in  any  narrow  Hcnse,  but  which  require  local 
and  exceptional  treatment  in  Ireland,  and  which  cannot  be  dealt  with  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Irish  people  by  an  Tmperisl  Parlisment. 

''  Chief  among  them  are  the  education  question  and  the  land  question, 
and  I  would  not  hesitate  to  transfer  their  consideration  and  solution  entire^ 
to  an  Irish  Board  altogether  independent  of  English  Government  in  fluence. 

"  Such  a  Board  might  also  de^  with  railways  and  other  communications, 
and  would,  of  course,  be  invested  with  powers  of  taxation  in  Ireland  for 
these  strictjy  Irish  purposes. 
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"1  doubt  if  it  would  be  wise  or  pomible  to  go  any  further,  and  I  do  not 
know  if  public  opinion  would  at  present  aupport  ao  great  a  changa  ;  but  if  I 
were  entirely  free  I  shouJd  be  greittly  inclined  to  make  ti  Bpeach  or  two  ia 
Ireland  submitting  these  propoaaU.  If  they  were  carried  out  the  Iri^h 
jieopie  would  have  entire  independence  «s  regards  all  local  work  and  local 
expenditure.  Irish  newspitpers  and  politicians  would  tind  occupatixnH,  I 
hopie,  more  congenial  than  that  of  bullying  English  iitbciols  and  the  EngliHh 
House  of  ConiinonB,  while  the  Imperial  Parliament  would  continue  to 
reg:ulnte  for  the  common  good  the  national  policy  of  the  Three  Kingdoms.' 


The  Magazines  for  January. 


The  NiNETBKNTn  Ckntuky  has  a  great  cloud  of  war  articles^rAe 
Defence  of  the  Empire  and  thf  MVitia  Ballot,  by  Colonel  -'■ir  G.  S. 
Clarke,  The  MUitary  ITerutne^  of  England  ojid  the  Militia,  by  Mr. 
Sidney  Low,  the  Volunteert,  by  Colonel  J.  G.  B.  Hopford,  and  Our 
Indian  Troops  by  Sir  Henry  Howorth,  who  wants  them  used  in 
South  Africa.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Wirgman,  Canon  of  Grahamstown 
Cathedral,  writes  on  The  SotUh  African  Conspiracy  againgt  Britith 
Bute.  The  Rev.  C.  G.  Lang  on  The  War  Relief  Funds  discusses 
the  administration  of  the  money  now  beine  raised  to  succour  the 
bereaved  and  wounded  and  to  support  those  dependent  upon  our 
soldiers  in  ihe  field.  Sir  Wemysa  Keid's  causerie.  The  ^envpapers, 
is  as  gossipy  as  ever. 

In  The  Contkhfobart  RKViEW,Mr.  J.  A.  Hobaon  (who  has  lately  been 
at  Pretoria  as  the  correfipondent  of  the  Manchester  Gu-m^ian) 
discaeaea  Capitalism  and  fmperati«m  in  b'»uth  Africa — an  informed 
and  interesting  article.  Mr.  A.  R.  Carman  writes  on  Radicalitm 
and  the  Imperial  Spirit;  "An  Officer"  on  The  War  in  South 
Africa.  There  are  also  articles  by  Mr.  Richard  Tebb  on 
Canadian  Trade  icitk  Great  Britain,  by  M.  Demetrius  Boulgw 
on  Cahui  and  Herat,  and  by  Professor  S  A.  Gardner  on  Crom- 
toelTt  Conttilulional  Aim«. 

In  the  FoHTNinHTLY  Review  Major  Arthur  Griffiths,  a  well-known 
military  writer,  diHcusses  The  Conduct  of  the  War.  One  thing  he 
declares  to  be  imperative- — a  "most  searching  inquiry  "  into  "  the 
whole  working  of  the  War  Office."  Dr.  Hillier  seta  out  the 
Issues  at  Slake  in  Soulh  Africa.  Mr.  John  George  Leigh  reckons 
up  Gains  and  Losses  in  the  Pacific— b,  rather  dismal  estimate  of 
what  we  have  gained  and  lost  by  the  Samoan  Convention.  Mr. 
P.  T.  McGrath  in  The  Fretich  Shore  acute  again,  reminds  us  that 
the  Newfoundland  question  is  bound  to  come  up  again  shortly, 
since  the  iKodit.  riiieWi  expires  with  1899.  There  is  an  anony- 
mous article  on  The  War  in  South  Africa — a  record  of  events. 
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[Where  tlie  page  is  givMi  in  heavy  tygje  {e.g.,  290)  no  detailed  rofereii>:ii 
villbe  found  in  the  Mam^ine.  Thua  correapondiiig  to  "  Aberdeen,  Lord — 
Canadft — 299  "will  be  found  an  (rntry  in  the  Diary  of  the  Month,  giving 
the  date  only  of  the  speech.  Where  the  page  is  given  in  ordinary  tigures 
acme  detailed  reference  or  comment  will  be  found.] 
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stibscription  of  jive  shillings,  aiid  is  an  indispensable  record  for  all 
Liberal  Speakers,  Workers,  and  Canvassers.  All  the  bound  voltttnef 
covering  the  years  1893-99  inclusive,  may  be  obtained,  price  os.  each. 

The  PAMPHLETS  AND  LEAFLETS  published  by  the  Department 
can  be  obtained,  as  published,  for  an  annual  itubscriptioit  of  halfa-crotim. 

LANTERN  LECTURES  suitable  for  use  in  town  orco-ntryare 
provided.     Particulars  and  prices  mag  be  obtained  on  application. 

The  subjects  of  Liberal  Organisation  and  Registration  are  dealt 
with  in  a  series  of  carefully  compiled  penny  pamphlets  prepared  in 
consultation  with  experienced  Agents  of  tlie  party. 

Election  and  Registration  Forms  are  kept  in  stock  by  tlie  Department, 
and  may  be  obtained  at  very  low  rates. 

A  careful  record  is  kejA  of  the  votes  of  Members  in  all  tJte  imporUuU 
Farliamenlarg  divisions  [iliis  record  going  back  as  far  as  ISSG^.  An 
analysis  of  the  voles  of  any  Member,  sltowing  in  simple  phraseology 
w/iat  the  signijicance  of  each  vote  was,  can  be  immediately  obtained,  at 
a  small  charge,  by  application  to  llic  Department. 

Specimens  of  Pamphlets  and  Leasts,  lists  of  Election  and  Registratiim 
forms,  and  a  Catalogue  of  Publications  Tnay  be  obtained  on  application  I- 
the  Liberal  Publication  Department,  43,  Parliament  Street,  London,  S.  W. 
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